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Overview 

• The form 
• Documents we’d like to see 
• The end of the rail is where the action is 
• Damage 
• Undocumented modifications 
• What you will get from us 
• Summary 



Ah, the new 2488. 
 Why do we need it? 



Justification (the memo) 



Notice any similarities? 



Who are you 
and where do you live? 



Where is it, what is it, and 
what do I charge my time to? 



May we please have all this 
stuff? (really, we need it) 



We’re working on the rail so we 
must know everything about it 



Yes, we need this too 



Who do you send it to? 



Photos, please 



Perspective is everything 



Yes, the end of the rail… 



…is where… 



…the action is, 



and all four corners… 



…may be… 



…different 



We need to know about drains 



We need to know how much 
ACP you plan to use 



MBGF and side slopes 
do matter 



Much of the work… 



…done on existing rails… 



…is undocumented 



What we do depends 
on what is out there 



We have to go from there… 



…to here to make sure 
everything works together 



Stuff gets broke (and burned)… 



…and not just in the rail 



The damaged concrete has got 
to go and finding it is high-tech 



Even though the rail damage… 



…often occurs at mid-span… 



…we still need to see 
the end of the rail 



Sometimes, 
something in a photo… 



…will POP out at us 



What you can expect 
from us in return… 



…are easy to read sheets… 



…that you can build from 



Summary 

• Fill in the 2488 form as completely as 
possible and send it to your BRG PM 

• Attach the existing plans for the whole 
bridge, not just the rail 

• Take lots of photos, label them, and 
convey their orientation 



Summary 

• Understand that much of the information 
we need is at the end of the rail 

• Realize that old rail probably has 
undocumented work on it 

• Even though rail damage is at mid-span, 
we still need information on the rail ends 



Questions? 

• TxDOT Bridge Division 
– Thomas Stout, Design Branch Leader      

(512-416-2228) 
– Jim Pitzer, Transportation Specialist (and rail 

wizard) (512-416-2244) 
 

 
 


