
 

2015 Bryan District  
Bicycle and Pedestrian Hearing 
Summary Report 
April 30, 2015  
 
Rudder Tower,  
Texas A&M University Campus 
Maury Jacob, Bryan Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 

 

 



 

2014 Public Hearing on Bicycle Facilities in the Bryan District 2 

 

Notices 
Public Hearing notices were purchased in three newspapers; The Eagle, the 
TAMU Battalion, and the SHSU Houstonian and ran on April 30, 2015. In 
addition, on March 26th a TxDOT News Release was sent to a wide variety of 
media throughout the District including Bryan Broadcasting, KBTX, KAGS, 
KEOS, WTAW,and KSHU. Notices were also sent out to bicycle advocacy 
groups, bike shop owners, and related industry groups. 

Attendance 
36 attendees were listed on the sign-in sheet including 3 representatives from 
TxDOT, 1 from City of College Station, 1 from City of Bryan, 2 from Texas A&M 
University Transportation Services, and 3 from the BCS/MPO office. Other 
represented organizations included Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service, 
TAMU Police Department, Greenway Communication Council, Brazos Valley 
Council of Governments, Brazos Valley Cyclist, and Texas A&M University 
Office of Sustainability. Also in attendance were residents of Bryan and College 
Station, and owners and representatives of local bike shops. A head count 
during the event showed 44 total in attendance. 

Hearing 
The hearing was conducted and formal presentations made by; 

• Maurice Jacob, RLA Bryan District Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 
for TxDOT 

• Ron Steedly, Alternative Transportation Coordinator for TAMU 
Transportation Services  

• Venessa Garza, College Station Greenways Program Manager 
• Paul Kaspar, P.E. City of Bryan City Engineer  
• Brad McCaleb, P.E. Executive Director of Bryan/College Station 

Metropolitan Planning Organization  
 
Formal presentations were followed with an open house discussion by each 
entity group individually. Attendees were free to observe each entities exhibit to 
make comments and suggestions for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 
improvements. 

Exhibits 
TxDOT provided maps of the Bryan District On-System Roadways that 
demonstrated the state jurisdictions within the Bryan District. Additional small 
scale maps were provided that showed TxDOT right of way within the vicinity of 
Bryan and College Station.  
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Presentations 

1.  Ron Steedly, TAMU Transportation Services 

General Introductions & TAMU Bike/Ped Master Plan 
The meeting began at 5:30 p.m. in room 301 of the Rudder Tower Complex 
on Texas A&M University Campus. Ron Steedly gave brief opening 
comments and also alerted attendees to the transition of venues and the 
changed procedure in parking validation.  

 
“Welcome to the first multijurisdictional bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure public 
meeting. We have been working very hard to coordinate between all the agencies and we 
felt that having a one-stop-shop meeting would be an appropriate type of venue to 
showcase some of the work we, members of the governing bodies and panel, have been 
doing.  
 
A&M is the depository of 12000 bikes, and has 3-4000 bike commuters. A&M is currently 
producing their bike master planning map. Planning maps are due for submittal in May of 
2015.” 
 

2. Maury Jacob, TxDOT 

Improving Bicycling and Walking in the Bryan District 
Maury Jacob began the discussion of bike/ped infrastructure with the 
question “How can we best improve our facilities to better accommodate 
walking and biking across our major roadways”.  He also described TxDOT’s 
goals in Bicycle and walking planning, as well as, an updated on TxDOT 
infrastructure projects.  

 
“The agencies and entities here today, all annually have grappled with the questions related 
to bicycle and pedestrian system improvements and we have done this for many years. Each 
year we set goals and make plans and actually design and construct some projects. We’ve 
each asked the public annually “how can we best improve our facilities to better 
accommodate walking and biking along and across our major facilities?”  
 
The TxDOT Bryan District has focused on setting planning goals of; organizing, coordinating, 
and cooperating with entity partners in the Bryan-College Station area to: help establish the 
ten member Bryan-College Station Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Panel (RBPAP) 
and help the panel develop a plan to improve transportation facilities for biking and walking. 
The Bryan District has also focused on supporting local entities as they develop project 
nominations for the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).” 
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3. Brad McCaleb, Bryan/College Station Metropolitan Planning Organization 

The M.P.O. and Creation of the R.B.P.A.P. 
Brad McCaleb discussed the purpose of the Bryan/College Station MPO in 
guiding policy and decision making in transportation planning.  As well, he 
discussed the creation of the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Panel (RBPAP) and the Transportation Alternatives Program. 

 
“MPOs are required for any urbanized area with a population of 50,000 or more in order for 
that area to receive federal funding for transportation projects.  The BCS MPO jurisdictional 
boundary includes all of Brazos County. 
 
The MPO is made up of a five (5) member Policy Committee, a six (6) member Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC), and the ten (10) member RBPAP.  The MPO staff is composed of 
two (2) full-time employees and one (1) part-time employee. 
 
The 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is a fiscally constrained 25-year plan that 
includes a list of prioritized multimodal projects.  The 2040 MTP was adopted in December 
of 2014.  The BCS MPO is the only MPO in Texas with a bicycle and pedestrian funding 
policy equaling a minimum of 5% of available project funds.  These funds cannot be used as 
matching funds for grants.  They can be used on the local system with a 20% match from 
the local government or on State roads with no match requirement. 
 
The Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Panel was created under a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between all of the MPO member agencies.  Under the MOU the 
participating agencies agree to coordinate on projects that include bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure in the vicinity of their jurisdictional boundaries.  The RBPAP is available to help 
resolve disputes between the participating agencies during the development of projects and 
also identify bicycle and pedestrian projects to recommend to the MPO TAC.” 
 

4. Paul Kaspar, City of Bryan 

Bryan’s Bike/Ped Infrastructure and Transportation 
Alternatives Program Submissions 

Paul Kaspar, discussed the projects that the city of Bryan will submit for 
Transportation Alternatives Program funding as well as some upcoming 
projects that impact the walkability of the city, as well as, bicycle access 
and safe routes to school. 

 
“Currently there are safe routes to school projects for Bonham, Crocket, Johnson, and 
Navarro Elementary Schools that include sidewalks and other amenities. The city is 
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installing Traffic Signals at FM2154, F&B Road and Old College Rd, as well as, Villa Maria at 
St. Joseph Drive including Pedestrian Improvements. The city is also creating Pedestrian 
Improvements at Villa Maria and Cavitt Dr.  
 
Pedestrian crossing signal projects are being designed at; Carter Creek parkway and Villa 
Maria road scheduled for 2015, Texas Avenue and Villa Maria road scheduled for 2015. 
Projects at east 29th street at Villa Maria road and Memorial drive are scheduled for 2016. 
Other pedestrian crossing signal projects on South College at Villa Maria road and Carson 
Street, and Finfeather road at Carson Street, and east 29th street at Texas Avenue are all 
scheduled for 2017.  
 
Sidewalk projects currently under design include; west 28th street from Palasota to 
Congress which will have 6’ sidewalks on both sides of the street. West 26th street from 
Brazos to Parker will have 5-6’ sidewalks on both sides. Old Hearne Street and Wilkes will 
have 8’ sidewalks, and Wilhelm and Montana will have 6’ sidewalks.  
 
Bicycle improvements are scheduled in some places within Bryan including bike routes on 
Cavitt Avenue. A road diet, scheduled for 2017, on Finfeather Road will bring the four lane 
road down to two opposing lanes and a center turn lane. All of which clear up right of way 
for bike lanes. Both bike lanes will be on the railroad side of Finfeather, which will eliminate 
many vehicular interruptions. Also, cycling routes between TAMU campus and Blinn Campus 
are being explored. 
 
Other major initiatives include the Comprehensive Plan Update, Bike/Trails Masterplan, 
Sidewalk Masterplan, and Parks Masterplan. Bicycle route development will need more 
input from stakeholders, as well as, outreach and advertisement. The Capital Improvement 
Program will have a database of projects and an online submission of projects. 
 
The city of Bryan is presenting five projects for TAP submission based on the prioritized 
ranking by the city council. The first project includes the installation of bike lanes and 
sidewalks along South College Avenue and Cavitt Drive. The second project would install 
lighting on FM158 on the northwest side of the city. The lighting project would be 
incorporated into an existing section of multi-use trail. The third project creates a safe 
routes  to school for Bonham and Kemp Elementarys. The fourth project installs bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities on East 29th Street from Briarcrest drive to the city limits of college 
station. The final Tap project submitted is an extension of the first TAP submission project. 
The Phase 2 installation of the South College Avenue   project would extend bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities on South College Avenue and Cavitt Drive from Villa Maria Drive to 
Downtown Bryan.” 
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5. Venessa Garza, City of College Station 

Bike/Ped Projects in College Station 
Venessa Garza, speaks about the City of College Station’s Bicycle, 
Pedestrian, and Greenways Master Plan that includes bicycle and 
pedestrian projects over the next 20 years, as well as, the current state of 
alternative transportation in College Station. 

 
“ An amendment to the City of College Station’s Comprehensive Plan, provided for the 
creation of the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Greenways Master Plan and was adopted in January 
2010. Facilities include sidewalks, bike lanes, bike routes, and multi-use paths/trails.  
 
The planning horizon was from 2010 -2020 and includes the City of College Station and it’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. Planning was a yearlong process and was developed using staff 
resource team, technical task force made up of citizens, and public participation. The goals 
of the plan are to improve connectivity and access, increase safety, increase cycling and 
walking outdoors, and encourage environmental stewardship.  
 
Facilities proposed were prioritized by criteria including population density, crashes, public 
requests, and proximity to key destinations. Timeframes were short term (1-5 years), near 
term (5-10 years) and long term (10-20 years).  
 
Currently, there are 44 miles of existing bike lanes in the City of College Station, 4 funded 
miles and 129 miles proposed. There are 28 miles of existing bike routes, 88 miles 
proposed, 12 miles existing multi-use paths, 4 additional miles funded, and 44 miles 
proposed. There are 162 miles of existing sidewalks, 3 additional miles funded, and 113 
miles proposed.  
 
Currently, the City of College Station has several projects under construction or in design. 
Gaps in the sidewalks along University Drive and Texas Avenue are being filled in. Sidewalks 
are being installed along Wellborn Road, Guadalupe Road, and a multi-use path through Bee 
Creek was recently completed. A bike lane was included along Jones-Butler Road and 
Penberthy Drive for a connection on to west campus. A 3.5 mile multi-use path from South 
College Station near Creek View Elementary to Lick Creek Park will soon be under 
construction. 
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Public Comments 

The meeting was adjourned to room 701 for open house discussions with 

each representative group. The public was able to circulate through each 
member organization to make comments on individual agency programs 
projects. Comments to the Department of Transportation were made both at 

the meeting, and recieved through email.  
 

(a) PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT AND RESPONSE REPORT 
 
The comment types are listed in Table 1. These are individually summarized along with 
the corresponding responses in the following section. 
 
 
Table 1: Comments 

Comment # Statement Name Representing 

1 Email Mike Smitka Self  

2 Email Dianna Ray Self  

3 Email Catherine Riley Self  

4 Email David Baltensperger Self 

5 Email Leslie Ruyle Self 

6 Written and Spoken Willie Allen Self 

7 Written Peter Blum Self 

8 Email James Robertson John Koza 

9 Written Sepeedeh R-Panak Self 

10 Written Maurice Bunsie Self 

11 Written Ralph Cruzan Self 

  
 
The following are a list of emailed comments regarding the 2015 regional bicycle 
and pedestrian public hearing. 
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Mike Smitka 
 

This letter is in response to the notice of bicycle and pedestrian planning public hearing 
circulated by Texas A&M University.  The bicycle and pedestrian changes I would like to 
suggest for Bryan/College Station TX are: 
 
1) Boyett Street in the Northgate district of Bryan & College Station does not have 
sidewalks or regular streetlights.  It is dangerous to walk along this street for these 
reasons, particularly at night.  This street is heavily trafficked by pedestrians in the dark 
at night because of its proximity to the bar district.  People are regularly walking in the 
road, in the dark, along this street. 
 
2) The addition of a bike lane on Boyett Street of Bryan and College Station would be a 
nice addition. 
 
3) The Texas A&M campus has several bicycle lane dead ends which when approached 
force bike riders to either ride on sidewalks or ride illegally on the road.  Ireland Street 
near Blocker Hall contains an example of this.  Replotting the bike lanes to ensure 
continuous flow of all bike lanes would be great. 

 
Thanks for looking into these matters. 
Mike Smitka 
 
 
 
Dianna Ray 
 

Mr. Jacob: 
There are MANY people in B/CS who would be highly appreciative of a connection of the 
sidewalks from 29th Street at Rosemary Drive to the sidewalks at Tarrow and Spring 
Loop in College Station. I have 3 family members who run who are my personal interest. 
This would connect all of 29th Street to CS for runners/walkers, as well as all of Carter 
Creek and Tanglewood Park (with its water facilities). In addition, there are people who 
walk to work from Bryan to CS along that route-- in the street!! They walk with the traffic 
rather than against it, along the inside curve of 29th/Tarrow. It's hazardous for them. 
Please, please consider connecting this area with sidewalks! 

 
Thanks! 
Dianna Ray 
Bryan, TX 
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Catherine Riley 
 

I would like to take a moment to offer a suggestion for the upcoming public hearing regarding 
transportation.  
 
While I am sure it is already being considered by the committee, I would like to add emphasis 
to the need for bicycle lanes and sidewalks on the north side of TAMU's campus connecting 
the campus with the Bryan community. For bicyclists, this route is quite short (approximately 3 
miles), but highly dangerous. Both College and Texas are potentially useful routes, but are 
definitely not safe currently. 
 
I have lived here for three years and have continually noticed this problem. My husband and I 
used to bike frequently, but since moving here we rarely do and, in fact, he has even sold his 
own bicycle. The few times we rode together we did not feel safe heading toward campus from 
Bryan, even when trying to stay largely in residential areas. 
 
Sidewalks and bike lanes on main arteries connecting Bryan and TAMU campus would help. 

 
Thank you, 
Catherine Riley 
 
 
David D. Baltensperger 
 

I have never visited a major University town with such pathetic bike and pedestrian access to 
the University.   

 
David D. Baltensperger 
 
 
Leslie Ruyle 
 

Dear Mr. Jacob, 
I will not be able to attend the meetings about bicycle and pedestrian planning, but I wanted to 
voice my strong support of these initiatives! I live in the Emerald Forest neighborhood and ride 
my bike to school on west campus. My favorite part of the route is along Lemontree and Bee 
Creek pathways. They are so pleasant! If B/CS could continue to build on these types of plans 
it would be such a value adds to the community. West campus is growing in size and the traffic 
is horrible! We need to encourage more people to bike, and if we have safer, more pleasant 
places to do so, it will help the traffic problem as well. 

 
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance! 
Best wishes, 
Leslie Ruyle 
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Willie Allen 
 

Please sweep and clean shoulders on SH60 from SH47 to South College on both 
directions. Gravel is especially bad near Brazos Valley Recycling Facility. Also sweep 
SH47 from SH60 to CR 277, there is a lot of litter on the side of the road that is causing 
flat tires. Also noted was the lack of an ability to turn left from underneath a grade 
separated intersection. SH30 at SH6 was specifically mentioned. The addition of a bike 
lane at the left turn lane would help to facilitate cyclist ability to turn left. 

 
Peter Blum 
 

There is a need for a safe travel bike facility from Texas Avenue to Veteran Park Athletic 
Complex, specifically along SH60. 

 
James Robertson 
 

I received a phone call from a Mr. John Koza yesterday concerning the pedestrian and 
bicycle meeting. Here is a summary of his comments that I wrote down: 
 
· Concerned about bicycle travel along Rock Prairie Road between William D. Fitch and 
State 
Highway 6. His wife (Kathy Koza) works at Scott and White and travels down this stretch 
of 
roadway from the Williams Creek subdivision. 
· Concerned about patch work on Williams Creek Drive and the use of crack/chip seal (he 
called it tar) in locations where the pavement condition seemed to be fine. He indicated 
crack seal may have been put down on locations that did not have cracks. I’ve not gone 
out to look at this yet. 
· Concerned about traveling from town to lick creek park (I forgot to mention the trail that 
we’re putting in because it didn’t cross my mind at the time). 

 
Best Regards, 
James Robertson, P.E. 
Assistant Traffic Engineer 
(979) 764-3862 
City of College Station 
Home of Texas A&M University ® 
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Sepeedeh R-Panak 
 

I’m going to state a general recommendation as a potential biker who’s not riding, and 
here is why. Feeling safe around vehicular travel. I think, in order to perceive a rounte as 
safe, all segments of it should feel so. Therefore, it might be a better approach if the 
projects you pick, are shooter routes but they are comprehensively safe and inviting in 
every aspect. For me sharing the road on George Bush Dr. Seems impossible even 
though there are lanes alreading existing. Because they are not protected & there’s no 
tree canopy. For sure that is a hindering problem on other routes too. So if there is a real 
intensive focus on routes with specific destinations & urban furniture, they might be 
much more inviting to a general public choosing to ride as a part of their daily routine. 

 
 
Maurice Bunsie 
 

I’m impressed with the attention to detail for each project and would like to know what 
projects are considered top priority. Sidewalk improvements, ligting and marking roards 
are great short therm fixes  for the community and metropolitan area. If it had not been 
for this master plan to improve the facilities within Bryan and College Station, I would still 
travel by car and use the bus. I think with these improvements more students, staff and 
guests will feel more confortable travelling by by using alternative transportation. I hope 
you consider funding the city’s proposal, thank you and Semper Fi. 

 
Ralph Cruzan 

James Robertson and Venessa Garza’s presentation was excellent, really like the maps 
provided. 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
Thank you for participating.  All information pertaining to this hearing 
will be available for public inspection and use during office hours at the 
TxDOT district office in Bryan. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.  
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