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Eastland County, TX 

IH-20 at Ranger Hill 
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A. Ranger Hill Public Hearing Comment/Response Matrix 
 



 
 

 

Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Topic 

Resource 
Category Response 

1 Wm Atkins 8/67/16 email This is nowhere near a worst/first 
project for the State of Texas. Waste  
of money at this time. Currently 
Ranger Hill is no more of a challenge  
than many roads on our Western 
states. 
 
Use this money in the highly 
congested big city areas instead of 
resorting  
to toll roads. 

Project cost The IH 20 at Ranger Hill 
project is needed to address 
safety concerns on this portion 
of the interstate. IH 20 at 
Ranger Hill has been labelled 
as “one of the most dangerous 
stretches of interstate between 
Fort Worth and El Paso.” 
(KTXS 2013) Concerns about 
the dangers of Ranger Hill 
motivated more than 4.500 
residents to petition TxDOT to 
have the speed limit reduced 
to 75 mph and the interstate 
reconstructed to lower the 
grade and straighten out the 
curves. 

2 Donnice Graham 8/18/16 email I'm excited about what you all are 
going to do but on my way to work 
yesterday 8/17/16 in all the heavy rain 
semi trucks and SUVs were driving so 
fast. The sign was flashing 75 – 80. I 
pulled over because I couldn’t see 
and almost got hit twice by big rigs. 
That hill is not the problem…the 
drivers are. I would love to hang out 
with you guys and watch the progress 
of this construction. What can I do to 
help if anything? Being a nurse is 
definitely far off from what you all do 
but I would love to help if I can. Thank 
you and have a blessed weekend!!!! 

General 
Support 

Thank you for your comment. 



 
 

 

Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Topic 

Resource 
Category Response 

3 Cheryl Smith 8/18/16 email I and many others have wondered 
why the road side park on the west 
bound side was put at the top of the 
hill. Even if the road is rebuilt no one 
will be able to get up it when it is icy. 
The road side park should have been 
built at the bottom where people 
would have a place to go when they 
can't get up the hill. What are your 
plans at the bottom of the west bound 
side so that travelers will have a place 
to go in icy weather? 

Safety Thank you for your comment. 
The roadside park (rest area) 
was constructed within the 
TxDOT right-of-way (ROW). To 
build this rest area at the 
bottom of the hill would have 
required significant additional 
ROW acquisition. For 
eastbound traffic, another rest 
area was built, west of Ranger 
Hill, for the benefit of the 
travelling public.  
 
Reconstruction of this section 
of IH 20 will flatten the grade 
and reduce the roadway 
curvature. This will improve 
safety for the travelling public.  



 
 

 

Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Topic 

Resource 
Category Response 

4 Cheryl Smith 8/21/16  It appears from the drawing that 
Ranger Hill will still have a significant 
curve. To prevent wrecks, it needs to 
be straight. If it has any curve, what's 
happening now will continue to 
happen. 

Safety Thank you for your comment. 
The proposed design will 
upgrade the roadway to 
current design standards 
including: reducing the vertical 
grade, flattening the horizontal 
curve to approximately 1 
degree which will also reduce 
the roadway banking from 8 
percent to approximately 4 
percent. Significant ROW will 
be required to completely 
eliminate the horizontal curve 
while also requiring 
reconstruction of several more 
miles of IH 20 in this area. This 
is not financially feasible but 
also would impose potential 
socioeconomic impacts to the 
surrounding communities.  

 
 



 
 

 

B. Public hearing officer certification





 
 

 

C. Notices



 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

The Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment and Public Hearing 
was published in the Ranger Times/Eastland Telegram/Eastland County Today on 
July 28 and August 2, 2016.  TxDOT Brownwood District also distributed a press 
release/media advisory to the following media outlets:  

• KTXS-TV, Abilene  

• KTAB/KRBC, Abilene  

• Brownwood Bulletin, Brownwood 

• Brownwoodnews.com (online newspaper) 

• KBWD-AM/KOXE-FM radio - Brownwood (country) 

• KPSM - 99.3 FM radio – Brownwood 

• KQBZ- 96.9 FM, Newstalk radio 

• 102.3 FM, KXYL radio, Brownwood 

• Coleman Chronicle & Democratic Voice 

• KSTA-AM/FM radio, Coleman 

• Comanche Chief, Comanche 

• KCOM-AM & KYOX radio, Comanche 

• Eastland Telegram (Cisco, Ranger, Rising Star & Gorman) 

• KATX (HPRN CO.) radio, Eastland;  

• Microplex News (online newspaper), Eastland 

• Lampasas Dispatch Record, Lampasas 

• KCYL-AM/KACC-FM radio, Lampasas 

• Brady Herald Standard, Brady 

• KNEL-AM radio, Brady 

• Goldthwaite Eagle, Goldthwaite 

• San Saba News and Star, San Saba 

• KNUZ-FM/KNVR-AM radio, San Saba 



 
 

 

• Breckenridge American, Breckenridge 

• KLXK/ KROO radio, Breckenridge  

A copy of the NOA was sent via direct mail and email to a list of 75 property owners, 
federal, state, county, and local elected officials, federal, state, and local agencies, 
and other stakeholders.  A meeting notice also was posted on the TxDOT.gov 
website.  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

Insert Notices. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

D. Sign-in sheets 
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E. Verbatim transcript



 
 

 

Insert transcript. 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

F. Comments received



 
 

 

IH 20 at Ranger Hill, Brownwood District 
 

CSJ: 0007-06-084 
 

Public Hearing Comments 
 
 
Comment #1 
 
Date: 8/7/2016 3:57 PM (GMT-06:00)  
To: Jason Scantling <Jason.Scantling@txdot.gov>  
Subject: I-20 Ranger Hill - Comment  
Name: Wm Atkins 
 
Comment: 
This is nowhere near a worst/first project for the State of Texas. Waste  
of money at this time. Currently Ranger Hill is no more of a challenge  
than many roads on our Western states. 
 
Use this money in the highly congested big city areas instead of resorting  
to toll roads 
 
 
Comment #2 
 
From: Donnice Graham  
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 6:02 PM 
To: Jason Scantling 
Subject: RE-CONSTRUCTION. 
 
I'M EXCITED ABOUT WHAT YOU ALL ARE GOING TO DO BUT ON MY WAY TO 
WORK YESTERDAY 8/17/16 IN ALL THE HEAVY RAIN SEMI TRUCKS AND SUVS 
WERE DRIVING SO FAST THE SIGN WAS FLASHING 75-80. I PULLED OVER 
BECAUSE I COULDNT SEE AND ALMOST GOT HIT TWICE BY BIG RIGS. THAT 
HILL IS NOT THE PROBLEM....THE DRIVERS ARE. I WOULD LOVE TO HANG OUT 
WITH YOU GUYS AND WATCH THE PROGRESS OF THIS CONSTRUCTION. 
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP IF ANYTHING. BEING A NURSE IS DEFINITELY FAR 
OFF FROM WHAT YOU ALL DO BUT I WOULD LOVE TO HELP IF I CAN. THANK 
YOU AND HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND!!!! 
 
 

  



 
 

 

Comment #3 
 
From: Cheryl Smith  
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 6:51 PM 
To: Jason Scantling 
Subject: Ranger Hill Project 
 
I and many others have wondered why the road side park on the west bound side was 
put at the top of the hill. Even if the road is rebuilt no one will be able to get up it when 
it is icy. The road side park should have been built at the bottom where people would 
have a place to go when they can't get up the hill. What are your plans at the bottom of 
the west bound side so that travelers will have a place to go in icy weather? 
Thanks, Cheryl Smith 
 
 
Comment #4 
 
From: Cheryl Smith  
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2016 2:43 PM 
To: Jason Scantling 
Subject: Ranger Hill 
 
I appears from the drawing that Ranger Hill will still have a significant curve. To prevent 
wrecks, it needs to be straight. If it has any curve, what's happening now will continue 
to happen. 
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G. Figures 
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H. Hearing Presentation 



 
 

 

Insert Presentation. 
 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 



I. Public Hearing Photo Log 
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