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Project Background

 IH 20 Ranger Hill segment is on a sharp 
horizontal curve and steep vertical grade 
– One of the more hazardous stretches of IH 

20 between Fort Worth and El Paso
– 127 traffic incidents since 2008 
– Petitions for safety improvements 

submitted to TxDOT

 Recent safety improvements 
implemented 2013 and 2014
– Resurfacing of main lane pavement 
– Speed limit reduction from 75 to 65
– Construction 54‐inch concrete barrier 
– Installation of high mast safety lighting

 TxDOT has further evaluated public input 
and is proposing long‐term modifications 
to improve safety and mobility
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Project Description

 Project limits:

– Located in Eastland County, Texas

– From approximately 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 to State Highway (SH) 16 in 
Eastland County

– Length:  approximately 3 miles

 Project would realign and reconstruct IH 20 main lanes to reduce vertical grade and 
flatten horizontal curvature

 Project details include:

– Reduce grade from approximately 6% to 3.5%

– Reconstruct east and westbound lanes

– Westbound climbing lane 

– Continuous two‐way frontage in both directions

– Maintain access to the rest area
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Purpose and Need 

 Safety

 Access

 Mobility
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Purpose and Need: Safety
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Purpose and Need:  Access

 Lack of frontage roads

– Traffic currently diverted to limited number of roadways in the area

 Access to IH 20 accidents by emergency responders

– First responders park as close as possible, walk/wheel equipment to 
crash site

– Existing access roadway (south of roadway facility) not easily accessible
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Purpose and Need:  Mobility

 Over 18,000 vehicles cross through Eastland County each day; 
approximately 9,000 (50%) are trucks

 Accident Delay

– 30 minutes to 8 hours

– Traffic backed up to Eastland (west) and Weatherford (east)

– Back‐ups worse on Holidays

 Lack of Emergency Agency staff /resources to direct that much traffic
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Purpose and Need

 MAP 21

– Key areas of focus for the transportation reauthorization 
bill
• Safety – significant reduction in traffic fatalities and serious injuries on 
public roads

• Infrastructure condition – maintain highway infrastructure asset system in 
a good state of repair

• Congestion reduction 

• System Reliability – improve efficiency of surface transportation system

• Mobility – freight movement, access to rural communities, and economic 
viability

 Purpose and Need aligns with key focus areas of MAP 21
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Design Goals and Objectives

 Enhance Mobility and Safety

– Reduce roadway grade

– Straighten curves

– Improve freight movement

 Accommodate future expansion

 Addition of frontage roads for better incident management

 Optimize ROW
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Previous Design Considerations
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1 Option

3 Options

5 Options
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Previous Design Considerations – Preliminary Screening
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•Design Detail
•Alignment north of existing IH 20 with 2‐way frontage roads, north frontage road overpass 
at ramp

•Constraints
•Newly constructed rest area to north of IH 20
•Various utility crossings

North Corridor

•Design Detail
•4 of 5 alternatives have 2-way frontage roads
•North frontage roads extend around westbound rest area
•2 alternatives have truck rail barrier along frontage roads
•2 alternatives have grass medians separating main lanes

•Constraints
•Difficult to maintain existing lanes during construction
•Proposed North frontage roads cross existing utilities and require heavy rock 
excavation

•Alternatives do not improve horizontal curvature

Central Corridor
(along existing IH 20 alignment)

•Design Detail
•Two-way frontage roads 
•North frontage extend around west bound rest area
•2 alternatives with grass medians
•1 alternative has truck rail barrier along frontage roads

•Constraints
•Substantial ROW acquisition on north and south side of IH 20
•North frontage roads cross with existing utilities and require heavy rock excavation

South Corridor
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Current Design Considerations – Alternative 1
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 Alternative Details

– Passing lanes for westbound traffic

– Continuous frontage roads

– Access to rest area/braided ramps

– Median barrier (54”)

 Pros
– Less ROW 
– Maintains existing travel lanes open during 

construction 
 Cons

– Steeper superelevation 
– Sharper horizontal curve
– Drainage/runoff handling
– Steeper construction slopes

1.5 Degree
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Current Design Considerations – Alternative 2
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 Alternative Details

– Passing lanes for westbound traffic

– Continuous frontage roads

– Access to rest area/braided ramps

– Median barrier (54”)

 Pros
– Flatter horizontal curve
– Flatter superelevation/cross slope
– Maintains existing travel lanes open during 

construction 
– Better drainage handling
– Flatter construction slopes

 Cons
– More ROW

1 Degree
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Proposed IH 20 Ranger Hill Typical Section
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Summary:  Alternatives 1 and 2

Alternative 1 Alternative 2

No. of Parcels  5  5

Design Speed  75 MPH  75 MPH

Constructability 
Challenges

 Large amounts of cut/fill
 Access to existing driveways
 Construction staging/steeper 

slopes

 Large amounts of cut/fill
 Access to existing driveways

Pros

 Less ROW 
 Maintains existing travel lanes 

open during construction 

 Flatter horizontal curve (1 degree)
 Flatter superelevation (3.7%)
 Maintains existing travel lanes 

open during construction 
 Better drainage handling
 Flatter construction slopes

Cons

 Steeper superelevation (5.1%) 
 Sharper horizontal curve (1.5 

degree)
 Drainage/runoff handling
 Steeper construction slopes

 More ROW

Profile Grade  3.5%  3.5%

16



IH 20, Eastland County, TX – CSJ 0007-06-084 July 31, 2015

Next Steps

 Select Alternative for further evaluation

 Value Engineering Study

 Public Involvement

– Meetings with Affected Property Owners – On‐going

– Stakeholder Meeting – July 31, 2015

– First Responders Meeting – TBD

– First Public Meeting – August 25, 2015

– Second Public Meeting – October 20, 2015

– Public Hearing – April 2016

 Draft EA – Spring 2016

 Final EA/FONSI – Summer 2016
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QUESTIONS 
&
COMMENTS

July 31, 2015



MEETING MINUTES 
 

Project: 32-332P5048 WA 6 
 CSJ: 0007-06-084 

IH   20 – From 3.5 Mi. East of LP254 to 0.5Mi. E. of SH 16 
  
Subject: Stakeholder Meeting 
 
Place: TxDOT Brownwood District Office 
 
Date & Time: July 31, 2015 at 1:00 PM 
 
Attendees: TxDOT BWD – Jason Scantling, Chris Graf, Andrew Chisholm, 

Chelsea Humphrey, Susan Howard, Elias Rmeili, Eric Lykins 
 TxDOT Eastland – Larry Smith, Sarah Horner 
 TxDOT DES – Maria Burke, Jim Heacock 
 STAKEHOLDERS – Pam Dutton (Sen. Charles Perry’s Office), Tori 

Regas (Rep. Jim Keffer), Judge Rex Fields (Eastland County Judge) 
 URS/AECOM – Krishna Peapully, Maribel Chavez, Mark Thomas, 

Reggie Herman, Irene Alanis 
 
Date Prepared: August 09, 2015 
 
Prepared By: Irene Alanis/Reggie Herman/Krishna Peapully 
 
 
1. Introduction: 

a. Jason welcomed everyone and introduced URS. Everyone introduced 
themselves. 

2. Power point presentation: 
a. Krishna introduced the project, presented the agenda and described the 

project. There have been recent improvement projects such as reducing speed 
limit and placing concrete barrier which have helped, but URS is tasked with 
developing a more permanent long term solution. To improve the safety at this 
location, the corridor needs to be realigned and reconstructed with lower 
vertical grades and flatter horizontal curves. Two way frontage roads will be 
added in both directions along the project. 

b.  Reggie explained the purpose and need. The number of accidents has 
decreased with the recent improvements but existing roadway conditions are 
the same. Safety will be improved by the flatter horizontal curves and flatter 
vertical grades. Emergency responders will have better access especially with 
the addition of frontage roads. Not only mobility of goods through the 
corridor will improve, but also delay time and traffic back up will decrease. 
URS understands the severity and importance of this project is not only 
locally but also nationally. The transportation reauthorization bill MAP 21 



which was passed in 2012 focuses on safety, congestion reduction, system 
reliability, and mobility. Therefore, purpose and need aligns with the key 
focus areas of MAP 21. 

c. Krishna outlined the design goals and objectives: enhance mobility and safety, 
optimize ROW, accommodate future expansion, and add frontage roads. The 
need for the designed alternative to consider constructability was discussed 
since existing number of traffic lanes through the corridor can’t be reduced.  

d. Krishna explained that while analyzing many options along the north, central 
and south corridor, many challenges were encountered. On the north corridor, 
the large number of utilities and safety rest area were the main constraints. On 
the south side, a large amount of ROW would have been needed. Along the 
central corridor, constructability and maintenance of traffic would have 
required large amounts of temporary shoring/walls. 

e. Krishna presented both alternatives 1 and 2. The main difference between 
URS’s alternatives 1 and 2 is the horizontal curvature. Alternative 1 has 1.5 
degrees of curvature and steeper super elevation. These might cause issues 
with drainage and constructability. Alternative 2 presents a 1 degree 
horizontal curve with flatter super elevation. This alternative offers better 
drainage handling and flatter slopes during construction. As the typical section 
shows, both alternatives would include median concrete barrier. One key point 
is that both alternatives being presented are safer than existing condition. 
However, option 2 not only is safer and offers higher design standard, but also 
will allow for flatter slopes during construction. 

f. Elias talked about the ultimate typical section. It includes 3 travel lanes along 
the west bound and 2 lanes in the east bound direction with enough pavement 
area to stripe an additional lane in the future. It has 2 way frontage roads in 
each direction. 

g. Pam asked what the limits are where frontage roads will be added. Krishna 
responded about a mile. 

h. Judge Rex asked what speed limit was used for the design. Was there a study 
for the optimal speed? Will there be any grubbing on the concrete to keep 
trucks from sliding? Since the concrete barrier was installed, the truck 
accidents have been reduced. The latest accident happened during a 2” quick 
rain event a truck slid across the lanes and the barrier kept it from going over 
to the opposite side to oncoming traffic. He agreed that with less banking, the 
corridor will be safer.  Krishna mentioned that the corridor was designed for 
75 mph.  Jason responded that there can be an optimal speed study, but from 
design criteria the curve at the bottom of the hill is designed for 80 mph. 

i. Judge Rex asked if TxDOT had a preferred alternative.  Jason, Larry and Elias 
said that alternative 2 was the preferred alternative at this time. Not only will 
it be safer, but also will allow for better maintenance. 

j. Maribel mentioned that because it is a federal highway and there will be 
federal funds available, the project has to follow the required federal NEPA 
procedure. 



k. Judge Rex asked if it would only be federal funds or also state funds going 
into the project.  Maribel responded that it will be both federal and state funds. 

l. Judge Rex asked if there are already funds available.  Elias responded that 
there is currently no funding, but they are working on getting the funds for it. 
The letting date is December 2016, assuming that the funds will be available 
by then. 

m. Judge Rex expressed concern that Rep. Keffer will be out of office by then 
and wasn’t sure if there will be a champion for this project in the state 
Legislature. Pam Dutton from Sen. Charles Perry’s Office mentioned that  
Sen. Perry has assured that he will convey local concerns and will continue 
the good work done by Rep. Kefir.  She asked if there was any trouble 
acquiring ROW.  Maribel mentioned that every project has challenges in 
obtaining required ROW but TxDOT always uses all the available tools before 
considering use of eminent domain.  

n. Tori Regas from Rep. Jim Keffer office asked Judge Rex what type of land 
was along the project area.  Judge Rex responded that there are ranches. He 
also asked if the land owners are responding and what happens if there is 
refusal to sell. Jason mentioned that the Johnsons have not responded to 
TxDOT. According to Mr. Bradley, the Johnsons were hesitant in selling 
ROW. On the other hand Mr. Fambro is willing to sell. He is a real estate 
agent. To answer Judge Rex, yes the eminent domain will be the next step in 
the process, if negotiations with the landowners are unsuccessful. 

o. Judge Rex asked if the existing material could be used for project fill.  Jason 
responded that TxDOT will be doing geotechnical investigations along the 
project to determine if any existing material would be usable for fill. 

p. Judge Rex asked if the rocks out by IH 20 came out from the ongoing 
construction at the rest area ramp. Larry responded that it was correct. 

q. Jason added on that there is about 40’ deep of hard rock and only about 5’ soft 
soil. 

r. Judge Rex asked how will the public be informed about the project. He 
suggested using the local radio station in Eastland.  Chelsea said that the 
information will be posted on social media, the TxDOT website, Abilene TV 
station and the local newspaper.  Reggie added that URS will help in 
developing a mailing list for the public and send out notices. 

s. Judge Rex volunteered to send out a mass email about the project to his local 
contacts. He also mentioned to take in consideration the upcoming Palo Pinto 
State Park which will increase traffic and add more RVs to the traffic. 

t. Susan asked Jason if Mr. Bradley had Johnson’s phone number.  Jason 
responded that he will continue to investigate. 

u. Judge Rex said he is all in favor for this project so do what it takes. 
v. Judge Rex wants to know when TxDOT will know about the funding.  Elias 

said that they are trying to find proposition 1 money, which is based on oil and 
gas revenue, and that Mr. Keffer and Mr. Perry are also looking for funding. 



w. Maribel  stated it is imperative that design plans be completed and then look 
to secure funding. TxDOT may be able to reallocate money from other 
projects that are on hold or are not able to make letting. 

x. Judge Rex wondered if the design has to be accepted by the stakeholders in 
order for it to be finalized. 

y. Maribel explained that the federal NEPA process is utilized to inform the 
public and stakeholders about the options going through the environmental 
process. The stakeholders don’t have to vote on it; however, their input is 
considered during project development. 

z. Jason concluded the meeting and asked the stakeholders to email Chelsea with 
any additional questions. If Mr. Keffer and Mr. Perry want to meet one on 
one, TxDOT will be more than willing to meet with them. 



  
 
 

IH 20 Ranger Hill Schematic Design and Environmental Documentation 
CSJ: 0007-06-084 

 
Project Limits 

From approximately 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 
To SH 16 

 
Public Meeting Summary 

 
 
DATE/TIME: 
August 25, 2015; 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: 
Ranger High School (cafeteria),1842 TX-254 Loop, Ranger, TX 76470 
 
PURPOSE OF MEETING:  

 Present alternatives for realigning and reconstructing the IH 20 main lanes 
to reduce grade and curve radius at Ranger Hill to improve safety for the 
traveling public. 

 Present proposed project Need and Purpose. 
 Explain next steps in project.  
 Answer questions and receive comments on all information presented. 

 
FORMAT:  
The two-hour Public Meeting consisted of an open house followed by a TxDOT 
presentation.  During the open house portion of the meeting, meeting participants 
had an opportunity to review displays showing the project area and background, 
Purpose and Need, proposed alternatives, and environmental process. Project 
team members were available to answer questions and provide any requested 
information.  Members of the public were able to submit a written comment at the 
time of the meeting or during the 10-day comment period following the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
A public notice of the meeting was published in the Ranger Times/Eastland 
Telegram/Eastland County Today on August 13 and August 20, 2015. TxDOT 
Brownwood District also distributed a press release/media advisory to the 
following media outlets: KTXS-TV, Abilene; KTAB/KRBC, Abilene; Brownwood 
Bulletin; Brownwood; Brownwoodnews.com (online newspaper); KBWD-
AM/KOXE-FM Radio - Brownwood (country); KPSM - 99.3 FM radio – 
Brownwood; KQBZ- 96.9 FM, Newstalk radio; 102.3 FM, KXYL radio, 
Brownwood; Coleman Chronicle & Democratic Voice; KSTA-AM/FM radio, 



  
Coleman; Comanche Chief, Comanche; KCOM-AM & KYOX radio, Comanche; 
Eastland Telegram (Cisco, Ranger, Rising Star & Gorman); KATX (HPRN CO.)  
 
radio, Eastland; Microplex News (online newspaper), Eastland; Lampasas 
Dispatch Record, Lampasas; KCYL-AM/KACC-FM radio, Lampasas; Brady 
Herald Standard, Brady; KNEL-AM radio, Brady; Goldthwaite Eagle, Goldthwaite; 
San Saba News and Star, San Saba; KNUZ-FM/KNVR-AM radio, San Saba; 
Breckenridge American, Breckenridge; and KLXK/ KROO radio, Breckenridge.      
 
Direct mail meeting notices were sent to a list of eight property owners identified 
by TxDOT as well as to four elected officials. These notices contained the same 
information that is found in the display ad in the newspaper.  
 
A meeting notice also was posted on the TxDOT.gov website and meeting 
information was disseminated on social media. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
A total of 25 individuals (one of whom was a TxDOT employee) registered their 
attendance at the public scoping meeting.  Three elected officials or 
representatives of elected officials signed in as well.   
 
DISPLAY AND HANDOUT MATERIALS: 
The following displays were available for viewing: a project location map; project 
history and background; project description; Purpose and Need; maps and 
descriptions of proposed Alternative 1 and proposed Alternative 2, and a board 
comparing Alternatives 1 and 2. In addition, information was provided on the 
environmental process being used to evaluate the two project alternatives. 
Preliminary schematic drawings for the alternatives were displayed on tables so 
that meeting participants could study detailed engineering drawings for each 
alternative. In addition, a comment card was given to each meeting participant. 
 
The meeting exhibits are available on TxDOT’s website at  LINK 
 
PRESENTATION: 
Jason Scantling, Director, Transportation Planning and Development, TxDOT 
Brownwood District, opened the meeting and introduced the project team. He 
described the purpose of the public meeting – to introduce the project to the 
general public; provide information on the current preliminary design of project 
alternatives; obtain public input; and involve the public in the environmental 
process. Mr. Scantling provided some background on the project, explaining that 
the project would address safety, mobility, realign and access issues by 
reconstructing the IH 20 main lanes to reduce steep vertical grade, flatten 
horizontal curves, and flatten superelevation (banking). 

 



  
He then introduced Reggie Herman, AECOM Deputy Program Manager, who 
explained the environmental process being used to evaluate proposed project 
alternatives. He described the project Purpose and Need (safety, mobility, and 
access improvements), as well as the steps involved in completing an 
Environmental Assessment for the project. Mr. Herman introduced Krishna 
Peapully, AECOM project manager, who explained that nine original alternatives 
were considered for meeting the Purpose and Need for the project. After a 
screening evaluation, this number was reduced to two alternatives. 

Mr. Scantling concluded the meeting by explaining the next steps—selection of 
an alternative for further evaluation; a value engineering study; ongoing meetings 
with affected property owners; a second public meeting later in the fall (2015); a 
draft EA and public hearing in the spring of 2016; and a final EA in the summer of 
2016. 

The public meeting presentation for this meeting is available at (LINK to TXDOT 
website) 

 
DEADLINE:  
Comments received and/or postmarked on or before September 4, 2015 were 
included in this public meeting report. 
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS DELIVERED AT THE MEETING 
Five individuals submitted written comments at the public meeting. Their 
comments are listed below, along with a response from TxDOT. 
 
Comment #1: Individual requested the following: 1) Take Alternative #1 and 2) 
Increase center barrier so headlights from oncoming traffic (from tall trucks and 
pickup trucks) is not visible.  
 
TxDOT response: 
 
Comment #2: Individual stated that the latest upgrades to Ranger Hill have 
helped considerably but access to the hill by emergency vehicles is still a 
problem when responding to accidents. Traffic is steadily increasing and the 
westbound lanes of Ranger Hill become bogged down from slow moving semis 
trying to get up the hill. The curve causes a problem with seeing what is 
happening ahead. Individual strongly encourages the approval of the project with 
the least amount of grade – Alternative #1. 
 
TxDOT response: Thank you for your comment. At this time, TxDOT is 
considering two possible alternatives for addressing safety, mobility, and access 
issues on I-20 at Ranger Hill. These alternatives (plus the no-build—leaving the 
highway as it is now) will be evaluated during the Environmental Assessment. 
 



  
Comment #3: Individual prefers Alternative 2, less ROW acreage and impact on 
private property owners. 
 
TxDOT response: Thank you for your comment. At this time, TxDOT is 
considering two possible alternatives for addressing safety, mobility, and access 
issues on I-20 at Ranger Hill. These alternatives (plus the no-build—leaving the 
highway as it is now) will be evaluated during the Environmental Assessment. 
 

TxDOT response: Accessibility to the downtown area and communities 
(including North Beach) is extremely important to this project, and is something 
that is being considered as we develop the project schematics.  

 
Comment #4: Individual requests moving overpass back from property, etc., on 
the north side. 
 
TxDOT response: TxDOT is still at a very preliminary stage in planning the I-20 
at Ranger Hill project and therefore has not made any decisions about the 
specific footprint of the changes to be made.  At this time, two alternatives are 
being considered and will be evaluated during the Environmental Assessment.  
 
Comment #5: Individual says she likes Alternative 1 due to the grade difference 
and drainage. One concern: Strawn’s billboard on top of Ranger Hill.  We need to 
keep our billboard. Our State Park – keeping the entrance inside the Strawn city 
limits. 
 
TxDOT response: 
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED AFTER THE PUBLIC MEETING 
Four individuals submitted written comments to TxDOT on or before the 
September 4, 2015 comment period deadline. 
 
Comment #5: Individual asked if there was a way to bypass Ranger Hill 
altogether. 
 
TxDOT response: 
 
Comment #6: Individual stated the following: I have lived in Abilene for 33 years 
and have passed through Ranger Hill many times.  I have appreciated the efforts 
to make it safer, but cannot understand why one simple remedy is not 
implemented.  The simplest (yet apparently most radical) remedy is to drastically 
lower the speed limit for all vehicles.  Lowering it to 65 mph was meaningless, 
but lowering it to 30-35 mph would be effective.  Would that frustrate some 
drivers?  Yes, of course.  But it is also free---no construction necessary.  That is 
a quite short stretch of road and drastically reducing the speed limit would make 



  
virtually no change in the travel time for any driver.  People in Texas seem to 
believe it is their right to drive fast; this is a place to make an exception for 3-4 
miles and save both lives and money. 
 
TxDOT response: One of the main reasons why TxDOT is undertaking this 
project is to address safety issues on I-20 at Ranger Hill. Three main safety 
concerns have to do with the steep grade, sharp curve, and steep superelevation 
(8% banking) at this location. I-20 also needs to be updated to TxDOT’s current 
design standards. (need to address speed limit). 
 
Comment #7: Individual stated that regarding Ranger Hill, years ago the 
highway wound around hills north of the current road. Maybe a new route could 
be built leaving 20 in operation during the construction. 
 
TxDOT response:  
 
Comment #8: Individual’s concern is the potential impact to traffic flow and 
safety from the south frontage road as it merges across oncoming traffic onto the 
Loop 254 overpass.  Although the existing south frontage road is two-way travel, 
it is a dead-end at the top of Ranger Hill, thus alleviating thru traffic concerns. 
Once that south frontage road is continuous thru travel and not a dead-end, there 
will be an increase in thru traffic, particularly during times of incidents in the area. 
That thru traffic then will be required to cross oncoming traffic coming out of 
Ranger on that Loop 254 overpass. It is no secret the overpass is downhill, 
curving, and the view is obscured. South frontage road traffic will be crossing 
from a complete stop, turning, and attempting to gain speed to go up the incline. 
And we hope that the drivers of those vehicles do not attempt to enter the “exit” 
onto eastbound I-20. 
 
TxDOT response:  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Public Meeting Notice 
Public Meeting Notice to Property Owners 
Public Meeting Comment Form 
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Agenda

� Introductions

� Purpose of the Public Meeting 

� Project Background

� Project Description

� Environmental Process

– Defined Process for Proposed Project

– Purpose and Need 

� Preliminary Design

– Design Goals and Objectives

– Alternatives Considered

– Proposed Alternatives for Further Analysis

� Next Steps

� Comment Period  
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Purpose of the Public Meeting 

� Introduce the project to the 

general public

� Provide information on the 

current preliminary design

� Obtain public input

� Involve the public in the 

environmental process
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Project Background

� Why the concern for this portion 

of IH 20

� Three main safety concerns

– Steep grade

– Sharp curve

– Steep superelevation (8% 

banking)

� Need to update to current design 

standards

4
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Project Background

� IH 20 at Ranger Hill has one of the 
steepest grades in Texas on interstate 
system 
– 127 traffic incidents since 2008 

– Petitions for safety improvements 
submitted to TxDOT

� TxDOT’s  safety improvements in 
2013 and 2014
– Resurfaced main lane pavement 

– Reduced speed limit from 75 to 65 
MPH

– Constructed 54-inch concrete barrier 

– Installed “high mast” safety lighting

� TxDOT has further evaluated public 
input and is proposing long-term 
modifications to improve safety and 
mobility
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Roadway Prior to Safety ImprovementsRoadway Prior to Safety ImprovementsRoadway Prior to Safety ImprovementsRoadway Prior to Safety Improvements

Roadway  with Safety ImprovementsRoadway  with Safety ImprovementsRoadway  with Safety ImprovementsRoadway  with Safety Improvements

PavementPavementPavementPavement

Speed Speed Speed Speed 

LimitLimitLimitLimit

New New New New 

Concrete Concrete Concrete Concrete 

BarrierBarrierBarrierBarrier

High Mast High Mast High Mast High Mast 

Safety Safety Safety Safety 

LightingLightingLightingLighting
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Project Description

� Project limits:

– Located in Eastland County, Texas

– From approximately 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 to State Highway (SH) 16 in 
Eastland County

– Length:  approximately 3 miles

� Project would realign and reconstruct IH 20 main lanes to reduce steep vertical 
grade, flatten horizontal curves, and flatten superelevation (banking)  

� Project details:

– Reduce grade from approximately 6% to 3.5%

– Reconstruct east and westbound lanes

– Add westbound climbing lane 

– Add continuous two-way frontage road in both directions

– Maintain access to the safety rest area

6
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROCESS
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Defined Process for Proposed Project

Early Coordination

First Public Meeting

Technical Studies

Prepare Draft Environmental Document

Administrative 

Completeness
Review of 

Readiness

Publish Draft Environmental Document

Public Hearing

Prepare Public Hearing Summary and 

Final Environmental Document

Review of 

Readiness
Legal Sufficiency 

Environmental Clearance

Reviews

Reviews

A
g

e
n

c
y
 C

o
o

rd
in

a
ti

o
n

P
u

b
lic

 O
u

tre
a

c
h

Based on TxDOT Environmental 
Toolkit April 2015

Second Public Meeting
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Purpose and Need 

� Safety

� Mobility

� Access

9
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Purpose and Need: Safety
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Purpose and Need:  Mobility

� Over 18,000 vehicles travel this portion of IH 20 each day; 

approximately 9,000 (50%) are trucks

� Accident Delay

– 30 minutes to 8 hours

– Traffic backed up to Eastland (west) and Weatherford (east)

– Back-ups worse on holidays

� Lack of emergency staff/resources to manage traffic for major incidents

11
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Purpose and Need:  Access

� Lack of frontage roads

– When incident occurs traffic diverted to limited number of 
roadways in the area

� Access to IH 20 incidents by emergency responders

– First responders park as close as possible

– Then walk/wheel equipment to crash site

– In some instances crash site may be a long distance from roadway 
access points

12
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN
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Design Goals and Objectives

� Enhance Safety 

– Reduce roadway grade

– Straighten curves

– Reduce roadway superelevation (banking)

� Optimize ROW

� Addition of frontage roads for better incident management

� Improve freight movement

� Accommodate future expansion

� Minimize constructability challenges

14
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Alternatives Considered

15

1 Option1 Option1 Option1 Option

3 Options3 Options3 Options3 Options

5 Options5 Options5 Options5 Options
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North Corridor  

16

North CorridorNorth CorridorNorth CorridorNorth Corridor
ConstraintsConstraintsConstraintsConstraints

•Substantial ROW needed to the north of the existing highway and safety rest 
area 

•Requires significant utility relocation 

•Substantial earth work and heavy rock excavation 

•New interchange to access the safety rest area from the interstate 
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Central Corridor 

17

Central Central Central Central 

CorridorCorridorCorridorCorridor
ConstraintsConstraintsConstraintsConstraints

•ROW impacts due to frontage roads north of the safety rest area

•Does not provide the optimal safety improvements to grade, curve and 
superelevation (banking)

•Difficulty in maintaining existing four lanes of traffic during construction 

•Constructability challenges
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South Corridor 

18

South South South South 

CorridorCorridorCorridorCorridor
ConstraintsConstraintsConstraintsConstraints

•Substantial ROW impacts to the south and to the north due to frontage road 
extending around safety rest area

•Significant earth work to the north and south of existing alignment
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Proposed IH 20 at Ranger Hill 

19

� Proposed frontage road and main lane configuration for current 
alternatives 

� Consistent with identified design goals and objectives

Adds continuous Adds continuous Adds continuous Adds continuous ffffrontage rontage rontage rontage 

roads for better access for roads for better access for roads for better access for roads for better access for 

incident managementincident managementincident managementincident management

Provides  additional Provides  additional Provides  additional Provides  additional 

climbing lane to improve climbing lane to improve climbing lane to improve climbing lane to improve 

freight movementfreight movementfreight movementfreight movement

Accommodates future Accommodates future Accommodates future Accommodates future 

expansionexpansionexpansionexpansion

Optimizes ROWOptimizes ROWOptimizes ROWOptimizes ROW

ROWROWROWROW

LimitsLimitsLimitsLimits

ROWROWROWROW

LimitsLimitsLimitsLimits
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Proposed Alternative 1

20

� Pros

– Flatter horizontal curve

– Flatter superelevation (banking)

– Keeps existing travel lanes open during 
construction 

– Drainage and stormwater runoff

– Minimize constructability challenges 
� Cons

– Preliminary estimate of approximately 100 
acres of ROW

1 Degree1 Degree1 Degree1 Degree

� Alternative Details

– Passing lanes for westbound traffic

– Continuous frontage roads

– Access to rest area/braided ramps

– Median barrier (54-inch)

Existing

Proposed
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Proposed Alternative 2

21

� Alternative Details

– Passing lanes for westbound traffic

– Continuous frontage roads

– Access to rest area/braided ramps

– Median barrier (54-inch)

� Pros
– Preliminary estimate of approximately 80 

acres of ROW

– Keeps existing travel lanes open during 
construction 

� Cons
– Steeper superelevation (banking)

– Sharper horizontal curve

– Drainage and stormwater runoff 

– Greater constructability challenges 

1.5 Degree1.5 Degree1.5 Degree1.5 Degree

Existing

Proposed
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Superelevation (Banking)

22

� Superelevation (banking) is a function of the horizontal 
curve design
– Roadway banking/pavement rotation

– Balances vehicles along with friction

� Steeper superelevation (banking)
– Ideal for dry pavement conditions

– Potentially hazardous during rain and winter events

� Minimal roadway superelevation (banking) and flatter 
horizontal curves improve safety
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Superelevation (Banking) Comparison

23
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Summary:  Alternatives 1 and 2

Alternative 1Alternative 1Alternative 1Alternative 1 Alternative 2Alternative 2Alternative 2Alternative 2

No. of Parcels � 5 � 5

Design Speed � 75 MPH � 75 MPH

Profile Grade
� 3.5% � 3.5%

Constructability 

Challenges

� Large amounts of cut/fill

� Access to existing driveways

� Large amounts of cut/fill

� Access to existing driveways

� Construction Staging/steeper slopes

Pros

� Flatter horizontal curve (1 degree)

� Keeps existing travel lanes open 

during construction

� Flatter superelevation (3.7%)

� Better drainage and runoff

� Flatter construction slopes

� Preliminary estimate is approximately 

80 acres of ROW

� Keeps travel lanes open during 

construction

Cons

� Preliminary estimate is 

approximately 100 acres of ROW

� Steeper superelevation (5.1%)

� Sharper horizontal curve (1.5 degrees)

� Drainage and runoff

� Steeper construction slopes

24
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Next Steps

� Select Alternative for further evaluation

� Value Engineering Study September 2015

� Public Involvement

– Ongoing meetings with Affected Property Owners

– First Public Meeting – August 25, 2015

– Second Public Meeting – Fall 2015

– Public Hearing – Spring 2016

� Draft EA – Spring 2016

� Final EA/FONSI – Summer 2016

25
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THANK YOU

Comment period ends September 4, 2015

August 25, 2015
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IH 20 Ranger Hill Schematic Design and Environmental Documentation 
CSJ: 0007-06-084 

 
Project Limits 

From approximately 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 
To SH 16 

 
Public Meeting Summary 

 
 
DATE/TIME: 
November 19, 2015; 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION: 
Ranger High School (cafeteria), 1842 TX-254 Loop, Ranger, TX 76470 
 
PURPOSE OF MEETING:  

• Present latest alternative development for realigning and reconstructing 
the IH 20 main lanes to reduce grade and curve radius at Ranger Hill to 
improve safety for the traveling public. 

• Present completed project development phases. 
• Explain next steps in project.  
• Answer questions and receive comments on all information presented. 

 
FORMAT:  
The two-hour Public Meeting consisted of an open house during which attendees 
had an opportunity to review displays showing the project area and background, 
Purpose and Need, proposed alternatives, environmental process, project 
timeline, and summary of the alternatives comparison. Other materials, including 
roll plots of the alternative and corridors, and an animated visualization were also 
available for consideration. Project team members answered questions and 
provided any requested information. Attendees were able to submit written 
comments during the meeting or the comment period following the meeting.  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
A public notice of the meeting was published in the Ranger Times/Eastland 
Telegram/Eastland County Today on November 12 and November 19, 2015. In 
addition, the Ranger Times/Eastland Telegram/Eastland County Today ran a 
front page news article on the public meeting. TxDOT Brownwood District also 
distributed a press release/media advisory to the following media outlets:  
 
 
 



  

2 
 

• KTXS-TV, Abilene  
• KTAB/KRBC, Abilene  
• Brownwood Bulletin, Brownwood 
• Brownwoodnews.com (online 

newspaper) 
• KBWD-AM/KOXE-FM radio - 

Brownwood (country) 
• KPSM - 99.3 FM radio – 

Brownwood 
• KQBZ- 96.9 FM, Newstalk radio 
• 102.3 FM, KXYL radio, 

Brownwood 
• Coleman Chronicle & 

Democratic Voice 
• KSTA-AM/FM radio, Coleman 
• Comanche Chief, Comanche 
• KCOM-AM & KYOX radio, 

Comanche 
• Eastland Telegram (Cisco, 

Ranger, Rising Star & Gorman) 

• KATX (HPRN CO.) radio, 
Eastland;  

• Microplex News (online 
newspaper), Eastland 

• Lampasas Dispatch Record, 
Lampasas 

• KCYL-AM/KACC-FM radio, 
Lampasas 

• Brady Herald Standard, Brady 
• KNEL-AM radio, Brady 
• Goldthwaite Eagle, Goldthwaite 
• San Saba News and Star, San 

Saba 
• KNUZ-FM/KNVR-AM radio, San 

Saba 
• Breckenridge American, 

Breckenridge 
• KLXK/ KROO radio, 

Breckenridge

 
Direct mail meeting notices and emails were sent to a list of 77 property owners, 
federal, state, county, and local elected officials, federal, state, and local 
agencies, and other stakeholders. These notices contained the same information 
that is found in the display ad in the newspaper and are attached to this 
document.  
 
A meeting notice also was posted on the TxDOT.gov website.  
 
ATTENDANCE: 
A total of 17 individuals (three of whom were TxDOT employees) registered their 
attendance at the public meeting. Four elected officials or representatives of 
elected officials signed in as well. The sign-in sheet is attached to this document. 
 
DISPLAY AND HANDOUT MATERIALS: 
The following displays were available for viewing: a project location map; project 
history and background; project description; Purpose and Need; the 
environmental and design considerations used to evaluate the two project 
alternatives; the environmental resources to be evaluated as part of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA); and the project development phases and 
anticipated timeline. Preliminary schematic drawings for Alternative 1 and a 
preliminary corridors roll map were displayed on tables for detailed review by 
meeting participants. An animated visualization of proposed changes to IH 20 at 
Ranger Hill was available for viewing. In addition, a project fact sheet and 
comment card was given to each meeting participant. 
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The meeting exhibits are available on TxDOT’s website at 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-
meetings/brownwood/111915.html.  The meeting handout and comment card are 
attached to this document. 
 
DEADLINE:  
Comments received and/or postmarked on or before December 4, 2015 were 
included in this public meeting report. 
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS DELIVERED AT THE MEETING: 
No written comments were received at the meeting. 
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED AFTER THE PUBLIC MEETING: 
One individual submitted a written comment to TxDOT on or before the 
December 4, 2015. 
 
Comment #1: Individual noted that the open house was a very well organized 
presentation by TxDOT. 
 
TxDOT response: Comment noted.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Public Meeting Notice (newspaper) 
Newspaper Article 
Public Meeting Notice to Property Owners 
Public Meeting Comment Form 
Public Meeting Handout 
Public Meeting Sign-in Sheet 
Public Meeting Photo Log 
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Public Notice 

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

OF REFERRAL 
PERIOD

Public Notice
Ranger ISD is now 

accepting referrals for 
students who may need 
Gifted and Talented 
Services for the school 
year. This program is 
designed for students 
who exhibit intellectu-
al and creative think-
ing abilities at an ex-
traordinary level not 
normally served in the 
regular classroom. Ser-
vices are provided only 
upon identification of 
education needs of the 
student. Anyone wish-
ing to refer a student 
attending Ranger ISD 
in kindergarten through 
twelfth grade this year 
is asked to go by the 
student’s campus office 
and request a copy of 
the referral form. This 
form must be returned 
to the school by No-
vember 24. Those un-
able to go by the school 
should call 254-647-
1138 to request a form 
be mailed to them. 

ANUNCIO DEL 
PERÍODO DE 
REFERENCIA

Aviso public
Ranger ISD está 

aceptando las referen-
cias para los estudiantes 
que necesiten servicios 
dotados y talentosos 
para el año escolar. Este 
programa está diseñado 
para estudiantes que ex-
hiben las habilidades de 
pensamiento intelectu-

al y creativo en un ex-
traordinario nivel nor-
malmente no sirve en el 
salón de clases regular. 
Servicios son propor-
cionados solamente so-
bre la identificación de 
las necesidades de la 
educación del estudi-
ante. Cualquier persona 
que desee hacer refer-
encia a un estudiante 
que asiste a Ranger ISD 
de kindergarten a clase 
de doce  grado este año 
se le pide que vaya por 
la oficina del alumno 
de la escuela y solicitar 
una copia de la forma 
de referencia. Este for-
mulario debe devolv-
erse a la escuela el 24 
de noviembre. Aquellos 
que no pueden ir a la 
escuela deben llamar a 
254-647-1138 para so-
licitar una forma envia-
da a ellos.

Lions Club 
From Page B1 .....

Meeting Notice 
From Page B1 .....

2015

ORDINANCE NO. 
2015-11-23-J

AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF RANG-
ER, TEXAS VACAT-
ING AND ABAN-
DONING A PORTION 
OF 7TH STREET 
AND AUTHORIZING 
THE QUITCLAIM-
ING OF A PORTION 
OF SUCH VACATED 
AND ABANDONED 
STREET TO THE 
ABUTTING SUBDI-
VISION LAND OWN-
ER, AND CONTAIN-
ING A SEVERABILI-
TY CLAUSE

(11-12-2015)

SCRIBED BY LAW, 
FOR THE PAYMENT 
OF THE NOTES; 
PRESCRIBING THE 
FORM, TERMS, 
CONDITIONS, AND 
RESOLVING OTH-
ER MATTERS INCI-
DENT AND RELAT-
ED TO THE ISSU-
ANCE, SALE, AND 
DELIVERY OF THE 
NOTES; AUTHORIZ-
ING THE EXECU-
TION OF A PAYING 
AGENT/REGISTRAR 
AGREEMENT AND A 
PURCHASE AND IN-
VESTMENT LETTER; 
AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. – 
Mayor Pilgrim
Agenda Item 06:  Ad-
journment

The McCulloughs’ four year old grandson in-
sists on having the right song in the hymnal. 
Sunday’s first song was on page 3, “Hallelujah, 
Praise Jehovah”.

One morning last 
week, two young men 
visited our library. 
They had used our pub-
lic access computers 
before and I already 
knew that the young 
man wearing a red-
striped toboggan on 
his head had language 
issues. He seems to 
use the f-word without 
knowing it. It wasn’t 
too long before I said, 
“It’s a good thing we 
do not have children in 
here.” Before long, we 
did. A mother came in 
with her two teenaged 
daughters. When the 
mom turned and looked 
at me with raised eye-
brows, I knew she was 
offended, and it was 
due to a “White girl” 
comment, NOT profan-
ity, at least as far as I 
heard. Before long, the 
mom and her daughters 
left, and I walked out 
to the porch with them. 
“There’s no way I’d 
leave my daughters in 
here with those two.” 

After rechecking a 
book for Scott B, the 
“rapping” had started in 
the Computer Room. It 
was just me and them. 
“It’s Rap, Miss,” the 
young man wearing the 
toboggan smiled real 
big. Oh I heard, com-
plete with F-words and 
S-words. I told them, 
“I like rap as much as 
the next girl, but the ob-
scenities aren’t accept-
able. Wrap it up. Two 
minutes.”

The twenty-ish year 
old wearing a tobog-
gan threw his hands in 
the air and exclaimed, 
“I’m sorry, I’m sor-
ry.” I replied sincere-
ly, “I’m sorry, too. I’m 
sorry that you haven’t 
learned how to act in a 
public place. This is a 
public library, and it’s 
time for you to leave.” 
And they left.

My mom whispered 
later, “Were they col-
lege students?” I said, 
“No way.”

Today, these two 
returned, and apolo-
gized. My mother’s 
daughter asked, “Are 
y’all Ranger College 
students?” “No.” The 
more mature of the two 
said, “But I want to be. 
And this guy,” indicat-
ing his toboggan-wear-
ing pal, “is hard to take 
out in public.” All was 
forgiven. The library is 
a good place to learn 
things…but I’d prefer 
Science!

“Kathi” called last 
Friday from the Weath-
erford Public Library. 
She was interested in a 
“Triumph” (a car) for 
sale on Pine Street by a 
seller who calls himself 
the “Yard Sale King”. 
I told Kathi that our 
library was located on 
Pine Street and when I 
had a chance, I’d cruise 
down Pine and try to 
notice a “Triumph” or 

a Yard Sale King. No 
luck. Kathi didn’t wish 
to drive to Ranger un-
less she had a chance at 
a “Triumph”. Do YOU 
know anything helpful 
for Kathi? I have her 
number!

Today our library 
received invoices so 
maybe tomorrow we’ll 
receive boxes. Expect-
ed soon: The Guilty by 
David Baldacci; Tricky 
Twenty-Two (a Stepha-
nie Plum novel) by Jan-
et Evanovich; Who Do 
You Love by Jennifer 
Weiner; What You See 
by Hank Phillipi Ryan; 
and Twilight, Life and 
Death, by Stephanie 
Meyer.

I’m ready to start 
Chapter 5 of “Corrupt-
ed”, the newest by Lisa 
Scottoline. One favor-
ite library patron wrote, 
“A stay-up-til 3:24 AM 
kind of read!” and gave 
the book five stars. So 
far…so good! But I 
doubt that it can keep 
me awake until 3 AM.

This past weekend, 
Jim and I “babysat” our 
two youngest grand-
sons, ages 2 and 4. I 
think it’d be fair to say 
that we’re still a little 
exhausted! (In a good 
way!) I took two library 
books to read to them: 
“Armadilly Chili” by 
Helen Ketteman, an au-
thor that I’ve “worked” 
for before at the Tex-
as Library Associa-
tion Conference, AND 
“Oh Where, Oh Where 
Has My Little Dog 
Gone?”—a book that I 
sing and the little lads 
sing along with me. 
In our second reading 
of “Armadilly Chili”, 
when “Miss Billie” 
is irritated with her 
friends for not helping 
make the chili when the 
Blue Northern is blow-
ing in, Dean assured me 
that the story WOULD 
have a happy ending—
and Dean was right!

And better than a 
story with a happy end-
ing, we got the little 
boys to Bible Class ear-
ly, and we were ALL 
happy. And thanks to 
Animal Crackers and 
multi-colored pens, 
we NEARLY made it 
through a whole ser-
mon, contentedly. Vet-
erans, past and present, 
were asked to stand. 
The applause of nearly 
500 Christians was im-
pressive.

Last thoughts from 
the guest preacher: Our 
biggest problem in the 
United States is not our 
deficit, it’s not health-
care, and it’s not im-
migration. Our biggest 
problem is that we do 
not honor God.

Let’s do better. 
“Courage is fear that’s 
said its prayers.” 
Thank you, Veterans. 
Please take care, and 
as always…ENJOY 
READING!!!

John Rutledge shot A 11 pt Buck on opening hunting 
season Saturday in Ranger. It scored 150.

Hunting Season Opened

a blended family, and/
or owns property or re-
al-estate. Making a will 
can also assure a per-
son’s assets are left to 
whomever they choose; 
clarify how they wish 
to be buried; set up a 
trust; and forgive debts, 
among other purposes.

Ms. Hansen suggest-
ed that a husband and 
wife should have two 
separate wills. She also 
mentioned that a home-
stead is no longer auto-
matically a homestead 
when the owner’s name 
is changed. It must be 
homesteaded again and 
refiled.

(Lion) Dr. Bill Cam-
pion told Ranger Lions 
of the help Ms. Hansen 
gave the Ranger Col-
lege in writing the insti-
tution’s self study some 
years ago. She was the 
college librarian at that 
time. She then received 
her law degree and is an 
attorney with the law 
office Turner, Seaberry, 
and Warford and an im-
portant attorney for the 
college, he said.

Ranger Elementary News
Wow have two six weeks already passed???  It 

has really flown by.  First grade will complete our 
second reader and will soon start on the third one.  
First graders need to continue to read everyday to 
an adult at home. Math is more rigorous and  we are 
learning how to use strategies to solve addition and 
subtraction problems.In Science we have learned 
about energy and force and have conducted some 
experiments. This time of the year the expectations 
are increasing. Please discuss with your student the 
importance of working hard daily.

will bless you for your 
generosity. All canned 
goods, monetary and 
remaining coats and 
blankets were given to 
Hopes Kitchen.  God 
Bless Ranger! 

   Luke 6:38
  “For if you give, you 

will get! Your gift will 
return to you in full and 
overflowing measure, 
pressed down, shaken 
together to make room 
for more, and running 
over. Whatever mea-
sure you use to give—

large or small—will be 
used to measure what is 
given back to you.”

REMEMBER OUT
VETERANS! THOSE 
WHO HAVE SERVED 

AND THOSE WHO 
SERVE TODAY

TxDOT Public Open House on IH 20 
Ranger Hill to be held November 19

On November 19, 2015, the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) will hold a public open house 
to share proposed changes to Interstate Highway (IH) 
20 that would improve safety for the traveling public. 
The stretch of  IH 20 to be improved is in Eastland 
County (from about 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 to State 
Highway 16).
TIME:  5 – 7 p.m.
FORMAT:  A come and go open house to meet the 
project team, learn about the current alternative devel-
opment and ask questions about the project. There will 
be no presentation.
LOCATION:  Ranger High School cafeteria, 1842 
TX-254 in Ranger, Texas
The public meeting will be conducted in English. Any-
one interested in attending the meeting who has special 
communication or accommodation needs, or needs an 
interpreter, is encouraged to call (325) 643-0415. Re-
quests should be made at least two days before the pub-
lic meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
accommodate special needs. 
The environmental review, consultation, and other 
actions required by applicable Federal environmen-
tal laws for this project are being, or have been, car-
ried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 
2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
Additional information on this meeting may be found at 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/
hearings-meetings.
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ORDINANCE NO. 
2015-11-23-J

AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF RANG-
ER, TEXAS VACAT-
ING AND ABAN-
DONING A PORTION 
OF 7TH STREET 
AND AUTHORIZING 
THE QUITCLAIM-
ING OF A PORTION 
OF SUCH VACATED 
AND ABANDONED 
STREET TO THE 
ABUTTING SUBDI-
VISION LAND OWN-
ER, AND CONTAIN-
ING A SEVERABILI-
TY CLAUSE

(11-12, 11-19-2015)

TxDOT Public Open House on IH 20 
Ranger Hill to be held November 19

On November 19, 2015, the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) will hold a public open house 
to share proposed changes to Interstate Highway (IH) 
20 that would improve safety for the traveling public. 
The stretch of  IH 20 to be improved is in Eastland 
County (from about 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 to State 
Highway 16).
TIME:  5 – 7 p.m.
FORMAT:  A come and go open house to meet the 
project team, learn about the current alternative devel-
opment and ask questions about the project. There will 
be no presentation.
LOCATION:  Ranger High School cafeteria, 1842 
TX-254 in Ranger, Texas
The public meeting will be conducted in English. Any-
one interested in attending the meeting who has special 
communication or accommodation needs, or needs an 
interpreter, is encouraged to call (325) 643-0415. Re-
quests should be made at least two days before the pub-
lic meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
accommodate special needs. 
The environmental review, consultation, and other 
actions required by applicable Federal environmen-
tal laws for this project are being, or have been, car-
ried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 
2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
Additional information on this meeting may be found at 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/
hearings-meetings.
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The wind is howl-
ing outside my dark 
windows. Our cres-
cent-shaped moon 
disappeared and reap-
peared behind black, 
ominous clouds on my 
short drive home from 
the Ranger City Library 
tonight, our late night 
when we close at 7:30 
PM. A line of thunder-
storms are predicted to 
cross us, sometime in 
the night. I love rain, 
but nobody wants dan-
gerous, destructive 
weather. Jim predicts 
we’ll have more pecans 
fall, and I’m the one 
who is supposed to be 
the optimist…

One day last week, 
our library fielded a 
phone call from one of 
our neighbors, on the 
long stretch of road to 
Amarillo. She and her 
traveling companion 
became interested in 
Amelia Earhart’s flight 
to Ranger back on June 
16, 1931. “We want to 
know, where was Ame-
lia Earhart going after 
her stop in Ranger?” I 
asked, “Did you goo-
gle it?” “No, we called 
YOU.” “Okay, give me 
your call back number 
and I’ll see what I can 
find out.”

THAT’S when Ame-
lia Earhart’s story got 
REAL interesting. I 
googled the Internet for 
Amelia’s famous visit to 
the Ranger Airport and 
I found Ranger Middle 
School teacher, Lindsey 
Hawvermale, and her 
7th and 8th grade class 
project and a salute to 
them from the Lincoln 
Highway National Mu-
seum and Archives for 
“A Job Well Done!!” 
(And furthermore) 
“Thanks to You” Rang-
er, Texas is now “On 
The Map” as one of 
Amelia Earhart’s “Doc-
umented Stops” during 
her “1931 Beach-Nut 
Transcontinental Auto-
giro Tour!!” 

Yes, those are quotes 
that I found fast and 
easy on the Internet 
on the Lincoln-High-
way-Museum.org web-
site, and I was delight-
ed.

I immediately called 
my caller back and 
shared what I learned. 
Not so quickly, I com-
posed a “Thank You” 
email to Lindsey 
Hawvermale, still a be-
loved Middle School 
teacher in Ranger. The 
next morning, I read her 
gracious reply. And this 
is NOT an exact quote, 

but something to the ef-
fect of: “It was a great 
project and we enjoyed 
it! Can you believe 
some of those students 
are now Seniors in High 
School?” 

A teacher and her 
students, making a nice 
difference to our town 
and to the world--put-
ting Ranger on the map!

One interesting visi-
tor last week was “Spi-
der Clark” from the 
RHS Class of 1953. He 
is interested in perus-
ing a 1953 yearbook. I 
called the school, and 
RHS Librarian Bobbie 
Thompson has a 1951 
yearbook but not one 
from 1953. Might YOU 
have access to one? We 
could set up a rendez-
vous at the library—it’d 
probably be great fun! 

“ L a t e - b r e a k i n g 
news” started dinging 
on my devices Friday 
afternoon. Cowardly 
terrorists had inflict-
ed senseless, spineless 
harm on innocent peo-
ple in Paris, France. 
If our library owned 
a flag, I hope that it’d 
be flying at half-staff, 
in sorrow with those 
who mourn. Today I re-
member, “If we do not 
hang together, we shall 
surely hang separately.” 
Who said that? Benja-
min Franklin. Ben said 
all kinds of great things 
and I will share some 
with you in closing…

“There was never 
a good war, or a bad 
peace.” “Hear reason, 
or she’ll make you feel 
her.” “He that composes 
himself is wiser than he 
that composes a book.” 
“One today is worth 
two tomorrows.” “Who 
is rich? He that rejoices 
in his portion.” “Fatigue 
is the best pillow.” “To 
succeed, jump as quick-
ly at opportunities as 
you do at conclusions.” 
And more humorously, 
“The worst wheel of 
the cart makes the most 
noise.”

Only nine pages 
remain in my current 
novel, “Corrupted” by 
Lisa Scottoline. It’s one 
of the best stories that 
I’ve read in a while. 
Bullies? Watch out. 
From page 412: “What 
people wanted was ev-
erything back the way it 
was. Justice was only a 
consolation prize.”

Please take care, and 
let’s “hang together”! 
Like Children of God. 
And as always…Enjoy 
Reading!!!

A Honor Roll
Kindergarten
Emma Beasley, Tans-

leigh Bell, Marley 
Borrego,  Cade Cole-
man, Natalie Mcrouch, 
Hayden Dobbs, Barron 
Ramsey, Zayden Rob-
ertson, Carley Stewart, 
Landon Uhlhorn 

1st Grade
Harper Barron, Kit-

tiera Bell, Caleb Car-
roll, Ayden Diaz-Harr, 
Brennane Dove, Ana 
Squivel, 

Brailey Gohlke, Mi-
chael Gomez, Cody 
Neely, Brystal Pittman, 
Hayes Pittman, Maya 
Richardson 

2nd Grade
Kevin Beasley, Alijah 

Crouch, Caden Fischer, 
Landon Riffle,Victoria 
Squyers 

3rd Grade
Hallie Ellerbe, Jayton 

Wesley 
4th Grade
Mishael Coyote, Ka-

leb Romanstine 
5th Grade
Eric Beltran, Allison 

Griffin, Hailey Lauth 
A/B Honor Roll  
Kindergarten
Sabree Campbell, Wy-

att Carroll, Aubri Ca-
sey, Jalunda Cole, An-
gelo Elizondo, Keegan 
Gunstanson, Preslee 
Hoodie, Isaiah Lew-
is, Zoey Lewis, Gabby 
Lopez, Rylie Nichols, 
Caydence Plascencia, 
Mason Reiser, Jordan 
Rodriguez, Gunner 
Watson 

1st Grade
Lizbeth Alanis, An-

thony Ballard, Alexis 
Granillo, Jaide Hernan-
dez, Kylie Isbell, Ash-
lynn James, Jalie Jen-
kins, Brayden Marti-
nez, Leah Mckee, Con-
ner Neel, Tyler Roberts, 
Ethan Saucedo, Brycen 
Turnbow, Madison Vela 

2nd Grade
Zerek Bell, Maycie 

Berel, Mayci Dobbs, 
Emmaes Ensey, Luis 
Quivel, Xzavier French, 
Emery Lee, Samuel 
Madore, 

Shyanne Mcgough, 
Caleb Mckee, Ivanet-
ta Revis, Victoria Val-
dez, Brayden Walters, 
Ashleigh  Wilcoxen,-
Bayleigh  Zarate

3rd Grade
Rhett Allgood, Ryan 

Ball, Doklan Creech, 
Jayton Dickey, Wyatt 
Franks, Martin Carcia, 
Nayomi Haynes, Lil-
ly Hernandez, June Ir-
vine, Summer Maddox, 
Edgar Medina, Kyler 
Perez,Belen Perkins, 

Ranger Elementary
2nd Six Weeks

Honor Rolls

Devin Price, Sayvien 
Reed, Shelby Richard-
son Mayela Torres 

4th Grade
Kutter Ancell, Landon 

Farmer, Garrett Franks, 
Ferardo Giron, Caden 
Hernandez, Kassidy 
Hoodie, Ciara Irwin, 
Taylor Lane, Isaak Me-
dina, Tiffany Ponce, 
Amanda Riffle, Dagan 
Smith, Callie Thomp-
son, James Uhlhorn, 
Celeste Valdez, Kaylea 
Walston 

5th Grade
Oliver Barron, Tucker 

Boring, Trinity Cole-
man, Meradie Danner, 
Alyssa Davlin, Justice 
Dove, Destiny Hall, 
Kaleigh Hernandez, 
Jesse Honeycutt, Mak-
enna Koerner, James 
Mckee Isaiah Medina, 
Elizabeth Roberts, Ali-
cia Rodriquez, Taylor 
Scott, Cadence Smith, 
Conner Taylor

*****
Perfect Attendance  
2nd Six Weeks
Lizbeth  Alanis, Ryan 

Ball, Emma  Beasley, 
Kevin  Beasley, Tyler 
Beasley, Izayik Bell, 
Zarek Bell, Madilyn 
Boyd, Caleb Carroll, 
Wyatt Carroll, Rylan 
Curry, Meradie Danner, 
Alyssa Davlin, Jayton 
Dickey, Addison Dun-
son, Landon Farmer,

Kirsten Fox, Martin 
Garcia, Michael Go-
mez, Riley Griffin, 
Nolan Harris, Caden 
Hernandez, Kassidy 
Hoodie, Preslee Hood-
ie, Braylin Ibarra, June 
Irvine, Ashlynn James, 
Makenna Koerner, Hai-

ley Lauth, Lee Emery, 
Melissa Lewis, Zoey 
Lewis, Summer Mad-
dox, Hayley Mankin, 
Brayden Martinez, Ca-
leb Mckee, James Mck-
ee, Leah Mckee, Alaina 
Mandoza, Ethan No-
lan, Kyler Perez, Belen 
Perkins, Shaun Perry, 
Tiffany Ponce, Kelin 
Poncin, David Ramsey, 
Mason Reiser, Shelby 
Richardson, Landon 
Riffle, Elizabeth Rob-
erts, Ryan Roberts, Ali-
cia Rodriquez, Kaleb 
Romanstine, Santiago 
Romero, Kendra Ruck-
er, Cadence Smith, 
Carley Stewart, Lilly 
Stewart, Prycen Turn-
bow, Brynlee Turnbow, 
James Uhlhorn, Landon 
Uhlhorn, Celeste Val-
dez, Benjamin Vasquez, 
Kaylea Walston, Jayton 
Wesley, Zackary Wil-
son-Ballesteros, Logan 
Zarate 

nance/Repairs, Person-
nel, Projects, Report 
Cards, Special Popula-
tions, Student Groups, 
and Activities, Testing

c. Extracurricular/
Athletic Reports - Dis-
trict Standings, Eligi-
bility, Games/Meets, 
Opponents, Participa-
tion, Playoffs, Projects, 
Schedules, Personnel

d. Financial Re-
port - Audits, Budget 
Amendments, Budget 
Development, Expen-
ditures, Fund Balances, 
Funding, Revenue, Tax 
Appeal, Tax Assessed 
Values, Tax Collections

e. 6.2 Superinten-
dent’s Report - Aca-
demics, Accountability, 
Audits, Board Training, 
Budgeting, Business, 
Cafeteria, Capital Out-
lay, Community Ser-
vice, Committees, Fa-
cilities, Funding, Leg-
islation, Maintenance, 
Personnel, Policy, 
Professional Develop-
ment, Projects, Taxes, 
Testing, Enrollment, 
Campus Safety, Highly 
Qualified Teacher Re-
port 2015-2016 Budget.

7. Consent Agenda
7.1 Consent Agenda
8. Action Items
8.1 Appoint Member 

to Eastland County Ap-
praisal District

8.2 Appoint Member 
to Stephens County Ap-
praisal District

8.3 Signature card 
changes

8.4 Ranger ISD 
Wellness Policy

9. Closed Session
Tex. Gov’t Code 

Section 551.074- Dis-
cuss administrative per-
sonnel

Tex. Gov’t Code 
Section 551.074- Dis-
cuss certified personnel

Tex. Gov’t Code 
Section 551.074- Dis-
cuss non-certified per-
sonnel

9.4 Open Session 
Action, if any, related to 
closed session person-
nel deliberations above.

10. Adjournment
10.1 Adjournment
If during the course 

of the meeting, any 
discussion of any item 
on the agenda should 
be held in executive 
or closed session, the 
Board will convene 
in such executive or 
closed session in ac-
cordance with the Tex-
as Open Meetings Act. 
Texas Government 
Code Chapter 551, Sub-
chapter D, Section .071 
Attorneys; .072 Real 
Property; .073 Prospec-
tive Gift; .074 Person-
nel. Any final action, 
decision, or vote on a 
subject deliberated in 
closed meeting will be 
taken in an open meet-

ing held in compliance 
with the Texas Open 
Meetings Act.

This notice was 
posted at 3:00 PM on 

November 16, 2015
*******
Mike Thompson
Superintendent of 

Schools
Eastland County Wa-

ter Supply District will 
hold an agenda meeting 
on Nov. 19 at 6:00 P.M. 
at the Filtration Plant, 
802 FM 2461 S., Ranger, 
Texas.

Agenda
A. Meeting Called 

to Order
B. Pledge of Alle-

giance and Prayer
C. Gibbs & Todd 

Update
D. Update from City 

Representatives
E. Comments from 

Board Members
F. The Board of Di-

rectors may Discuss or 
Take Action on any of the 
Following Agenda Items:

1. FEMA update on 
chosen engineer and 
grant writer

2. Discussion of 

Ranger and Eastland’s 
delinquent water billing

3. Discuss and ap-
prove pass through bill-
ing to the cities of East-
land and Ranger for the 
repair of water leaks 
along and on our main 
lines to the cities that are 
a result of leaks on the 
respective cities taps or 

customer lines coming 
off of our main lines.

4. Action necessary 
from Engineer Update

5. Discussion by Rod-
ney Shelton regarding 
Flooding

6. Discuss/Approve 
replacing old water line 
from CMR Co to Ranger 
Meat

7. Review Monthly 
Financial Report for Oc-
tober 2015

7. Approve Minutes 
of the October 15, 2015 
Meeting

8. Approve Accounts 
Payables

9. Approve Secre-
tary’s Reimbursement of 
Monthly Expenses

10. Superintendent’s 
Update

12. Executive Ses-
sion in Accordance with 
Government Code Sec-
tion 551.074 (Personnel 
Matters), Code Section 
551.072 (Deliberations 
about Real Property) and 
551.0726 (Deliberation 
Regarding Contract Be-
ing Negotiated)

13. Reconvene in 
Open Session for Action 
from Executive Session

Adjourn
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Notice of Public Meeting 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) invites you to attend  a public meeting to provide 
an update on our  proposed changes to Interstate Highway (IH) 20 that would improve safety for the 
traveling public. The stretch to be improved is in Eastland County, from about 3.5 miles east of Loop 
254 to State Highway (SH) 16.  

The meeting will be held from 5 – 7 p.m. onThursday, November 19, 2015, at the Ranger High 
School Cafeteria, 1842 E. Loop 254, Ranger, TX  76470. The format will be a come-and-go open 
house to meet the project team, learn about the current alternative development and ask questions 
about the project. There will be no presentation. The purpose of the public meeting is to present the 
proposed project alternatives and associated improvements to the public and to receive comments. 
Although TxDOT has already made some safety improvements to this section of IH 20 (e.g., reducing 
the speed limit, resurfacing the main lane pavement, and installing a concrete barrier), additional 
measures are needed to respond to local concerns. TxDOT now has identified additional safety, 
access and mobility improvements. These include reducing the grade; straightening the curve of the 
interstate at Ranger Hill; providing a westbound climbing lane;  and adding continuous frontage 
roads along both east and westbound lanes. 

The proposed improvements would keep traffic from diverting to limited surrounding roadways when 
accidents occur and would allow emergency responders easier access to IH 20 at Ranger Hill. 
Currently, accident delays can cause backups from 30 minutes to eight hours. 

The public meeting will be conducted in English. Anyone interested in attending the meeting who has 
special communication or accommodation needs, or needs an interpreter, is encouraged to call 
(325) 643-0415. Requests should be made at least two days before the public meeting. Every 
reasonable effort will be made to accommodate special needs. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT. 

All interested citizens are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments from the public 
regarding this project are requested and may be presented for a period of 10 calendar days following 
the meeting. Written comments may be submitted either in person or by mail to Jason Scantling at 
the TxDOT Brownwood District, 2495 Highway 183 North, Brownwood, TX 76802. Written comments 
must be received by December 1, 2015 to be included in the Public Meeting Summary. 

Additional information about this public meeting may be found at http://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings. 



 

                      Public Meeting 
 

IH 20, Eastland County, TX – CSJ 0007-06-084 
IH 20 from 3.5 mi. east of LP 254 to SH 16 (Ranger Hill) 

 
November 19, 2015 – 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Ranger High School Cafeteria 
1842 E. Loop 254, Ranger, TX  76470 

 
COMMENTS 

 
 
 
                           
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip Code:___________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): check each of the following boxes that apply 
to you: 
❑ I am employed by TxDOT. 
❑ I do business with TxDOT. 
❑ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting. 
 
 Please add me to the project mailing list 
 
Written comments may be turned in today, or mailed or emailed by December 4, 2015 to: 
Jason Scantling, Project Manager 
TxDOT Brownwood District 
2495 Highway 183 N. 
Brownwood, TX 76802 
jason.scantling@txdot.gov 



 
 
 
 
 

 

  F A C T  S H E E T  
 

Improvements to IH 20 at Ranger Hill 
November 2015 

 
What is the Interstate Highway (IH) 20 Ranger Hill Project? 
 Project is approximately a 3-mile stretch of IH 20 in Eastland 

County. 
 

 Project would extend from approximately 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 
to State Highway16. 
 

 TxDOT has recently made some safety improvements to this 
section of IH 20 by reducing the speed limit, resurfacing the main 
lane pavement, and installing a 54-inch concrete barrier. 

 
 TxDOT has identified additional safety, access, and mobility 

improvements that include reducing the grade, straightening the 
curve at Ranger Hill, and providing a westbound climbing lane and 
continuous frontage roads along eastbound and westbound main 
lanes. 
 

Project Development Phases and Anticipated Timeline 
 Public involvement throughout project 
 Initial development of nine alternatives: 2013-2014 
 Alternative refinement: Summer 2015 
 Development of project purpose and need: Summer - Fall 2015 
 Comparison of all alternatives to purpose and need: Summer - Fall 

2015 
 First public meeting: August 2015 
 Value engineering and design refinement: Fall 2015 
 Identification and evaluation of proposed project effects on 

environmental resources: Fall 2015 
  
  
 Schematic design finalized: Fall 2015 
 Preparation and review of draft Environmental Assessment (EA): 

Spring 2016 
 Draft EA released for agency and public review: Spring 2016 
 Public Hearing: Spring 2016 
 Preparation and review of final EA: Summer 2016 
 Environmental clearance (Finding of No Significant Impact): 

Summer 2016 
 
Stay involved in the IH 20 Ranger Hill Project by participating in 
the following: 
 Follow the project online: www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-

involved/about/hearings-meetings.html 
 Sign up to be on our mailing list. 
 Attend public meetings and public hearing. 
 Submit a comment. 

 
For more information, contact: 
TxDOT Project Manager, Jason Scantling, (325) 643-0415 
TxDOT Public Information Officer, Andrew Carlson, (325) 643-0413 

 

What is an 
Environmental 
Assessment?  
  
 Document required 

by National 
Environmental 
Policy Act for 
construction of 
projects that use 
federal highway 
funds. 

 
 Discloses project 

information, 
describes the 
project and study 
areas, and 
analyzes possible 
environmental 
consequences 
associated with 
construction. 

 
 Includes public 

involvement at the 
beginning and 
throughout the 
project 
development 
process. 

 
 
 Must be approved 

by TxDOT 
Environmental 
Affairs Division 
before right-of-way 
acquisition and 
construction can 
begin. 
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November 9, 2015 
 
RE: CSJ: 0007-06-084; IH 20 from 3.5 Miles East of Loop 254 to SH 16, Realign and Widen 
Existing Roadway, Section 106 Consultation; Eastland County, Brownwood District 
 
To:  Representatives of Federally-recognized Tribes with Interest in this Project Area 
 
The above referenced transportation project is being considered for construction by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). 
Environmental studies are in the process of being conducted for this project. The environmental 
review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for 
this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and 
TxDOT. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to contact you in order to consult with your Tribe pursuant to 
stipulations of the First Amended Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Highway 
Administration, the Texas Department of Transportation, the Texas State Historic Preservation 
Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Regarding the Implementation of 
Transportation Undertakings (PA-TU). The project is located in an area that is of interest to your 
Tribe.  
 
Undertaking Description 
 
TxDOT’s Brownwood District is proposing to realign a portion of IH 20 located northeast of the 
community of Ranger in Eastland County, Texas. The existing roadway consists of four travel 
lanes configured in an “S” shaped curve. The proposed roadway would consist of five 12 foot 
wide travel lanes (three westbound and two eastbound) with 10 foot wide shoulders.  Four 10 
foot wide frontage roads with 8 foot wide shoulders and 8 foot wide buffer zones would also be 
constructed. In addition, the existing “S” curve would be straightened. Fourteen foot wide ramps 
with 6 foot shoulders would also be constructed for access to and from a rest area located north 
of IH 20. New cross drainage structures would be installed and existing structures lengthened 
Approximately 100 acres of proposed new right of way (ROW) would be required. 

Area of Potential Effects 
 
The undertaking’s area of potential effects (APE) is defined as the proposed 180 to 220 foot 
wide IH 20 ROW beginning 3.5 miles east of Loop 254 and extending 3.1 miles northeast to SH 
16. According to typical roadway design the depth of impacts is estimated to be up to fifty feet 
below the current ground surface for bridge/overpass supports and up to three feet for the 
remainder of the project. The APE is comprised of approximately 130 acres of existing ROW 
and 100 acres of proposed ROW for a total of 230 acres. For the purposes of this cultural 
resources review, the APE also includes an additional 50-foot area around the previously-
described horizontal dimensions to account for potential alterations to the proposed APE 
included in the final project design. Consultation would be continued if potential impacts extend 
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beyond this additional area, based on the final design. Please refer to Exhibits A and B for 
location details of the proposed project. 
  
Identification Efforts 
 
For this project, TxDOT has conducted a desktop-based study of available background 
information. According to the 1979 Dallas Sheet of the Geologic Atlas of Texas, the underlying 
geology of the APE is comprised of Pennsylvanian aged geologic deposits with formation period 
predating the generally accepted arrival time of human beings into Eastland County (12,000 
years ago). Therefore, these geologic formations possess minimal potential for the presence of 
buried intact archeological deposits. Any archeological sites within the area should lie relatively 
close to the modern ground surface. According to the Bear Mountain (3298-244) and the 
Ranger (3298-243) USGS topographic quadrangles of the Texas Archeological Sites Atlas, 
there have been no archeological sites previously recorded within 1 kilometer (0.625 miles) of 
the APE (Exhibit B). The APE, however, has not been previously surveyed. 
 
Further field investigation is warranted. This recommendation is based upon the large size of 
the APE and the lack of previous archeological investigation within it. 
 
Findings and Recommendations 
 
Based on the above, TxDOT proposes that an intensive archeological survey be conducted 
within the APE. A zone of 50 feet beyond the horizontal project limits should be considered as 
part of the cultural resources evaluation; and if any future changes to the project APE extend 
beyond the additional 50-foot zone or if prehistoric or protohistoric archeological deposits are 
discovered, your Tribe would then be contacted for further consultation. 
 
According to our procedures and agreements currently in place regarding consultation under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, we are writing to request your comments 
on historic properties of cultural or religious significance to your Tribe that may be affected by 
the proposed project APE and the area within the above defined buffer. Any comments you may 
have on the TxDOT findings and recommendations should also be provided. Please provide 
your comments within 30 days of receipt of this letter. Any comments provided after that time 
will be addressed to the fullest extent possible. If you do not object that the proposed findings 
and recommendations are appropriate, please sign below to indicate your concurrence. In the 
event that further work discloses the presence of archeological deposits, we will contact your 
Tribe to continue consultation. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have questions, please contact Jon Budd 
(TxDOT Archeologist) at 512/416-2640 (email: jon.budd@txdot.gov) or me at 512/416-2631 
(email: Scott.Pletka@txdot.gov). When replying to this correspondence by US Mail, please 
ensure that the envelope address includes reference to the Archeological Studies Branch, 
Environmental Affairs Division. 

 
Sincerely, 
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Scott Pletka, Supervisor 
Archeological Studies Branch 
Environmental Affairs Division 
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Exhibit A: Project Location Illustrated on an Eastland County Map  
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Scott Pletka

From: Kim Penrod <kpenrod@caddonation.org>

Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2015 8:40 AM

To: Scott Pletka

Subject: Re: Fw: Section 106 Consultation, Texas Department of Transportation; CSJ 000706084

Attachments: Card for "Kim Penrod" <kpenrod@caddonation.org>.vcf

Hi Scott, 

This should have come to me not Christine Noah :)  

Again this is an area of Caddo interest and most likely will expose things since this area has not been previously 

surveyed. 

I have found a few references to this general area that you should keep in mind please. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txeastla/docs/ranger1.htm 

Talking about Caddo Indian Ball Ground and One Hundred Mile Mountain.  

Just fyi  

Please keep us updated 

thanks for all your hard work, 

Kim 

 

 

On Monday, November 9, 2015 4:53 PM, Scott Pletka <Scott.Pletka@txdot.gov> wrote: 
 

Good afternoon, 
  
We kindly request your comments regarding a proposed undertaking. Please see the attached letter for project details 

and information. 
  
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
  
Regards, 
  
Scott Pletka 
Supervisor, Archeological Studies Branch 
Texas Department of Transportation 

Talk. Text. Crash. 

 

 

-- 

Respectfully, 
Kim Penrod 

Director 
Caddo Nation Heritage Museum, Library and Archives 

Acting NAGPRA Coordinator 
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Caddo Nation of Oklahoma  
P.O. Box 487 

Binger, OK  73047 

405-656-2344 wk 

405-924-9485 cell 
kpenrod@caddonation.org 

kimpenrod@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don't matter and those who matter don't 

mind.~Dr. Seuss  
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Scott Pletka

From: Theodore Villacana <theodorev@comanchenation.com>

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2015 2:33 PM

To: Scott Pletka

Subject: RE: Section 106 Consultation, Texas Department of Transportation; CSJ 000706084

In response to your request, the above project has been reviewed by staff of this office. Based on the  

information provided and a search within the Comanche Nation Site Files, we have determined that there are no 
Properties affected by the proposed undertaking.  

If you require additional information or in need of further assistance, please contact this office at (580)595-9960 or 9618. 
This review is performed in order to identify and preserve the Comanche Nation and States cultural heritage, in 

conjunction with the State Historic Preservation Office. 

From: Jimmy Arterberry 

Sent: Friday, November 13, 2015 6:38 PM 

To: Theodore Villacana 
Subject: FW: Section 106 Consultation, Texas Department of Transportation; CSJ 000706084 

  
From: Scott Pletka [Scott.Pletka@txdot.gov] 

Sent: Monday, November 09, 2015 4:53 PM 

To: Arturo Garza; Don Spaulding (don.spaulding@ktttribe.org); Gilbert Salazar (gsalazar@kickapootribeofoklahoma.com); 
Megan Young (myoung@pci-nsn.gov); Pam Wesley (pamwesley@kickapootribeofoklahoma.com); Amie R. Tah-Bone 

(atahbone@kiowatribe.org); Gary McAdams (Gary.McAdams@wichitatribe.com); Holly Houghten (holly@mathpo.org); 
Jimmy Arterberry; Leonard M. Harjo (pinion.e@sno-nsn.gov); Lyman Guy (chairman@apachetribe.org); Miranda Myer 

(mallen@tonkawatribe.com); Tamara Francis-Fourkiller (bcnoah@yahoo.com); Terri Parton 
(Terri.Parton@wichitatribe.com); Tiger Hobia (kialegeetribal@yahoo.com) 

Subject: Section 106 Consultation, Texas Department of Transportation; CSJ 000706084 

Good afternoon, 

  

We kindly request your comments regarding a proposed undertaking. Please see the attached letter for project details 

and information. 

  

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

  

Regards, 

  

Scott Pletka 

Supervisor, Archeological Studies Branch 

Texas Department of Transportation 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
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Johnson, Erin

Subject: FW: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Andrew Chisholm <Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov> 
Date: March 24, 2016 at 2:36:26 PM CDT 
To: Sue Reilly <Sue.Reilly@tpwd.texas.gov> 
Cc: "Andrew Blair (Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov)" <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov> 
Subject: RE: I‐20 at Ranger Hill 0007‐06‐084 Coordination 

Sue, 
There have been alternatives looked at in some form or fashion.  We looked at probably 10 different 
alternatives from an engineering standpoint and narrowed it down to essentially the no build and two 
build alternatives essentially on this same general southern alignment.  The one that seems  to be 
preferred takes a bit more ROW than the other (~20 acres), but it has a much better vertical and 
horizontal alignment (less curves and banking).  There is currently not a draft EA.  We are in the 
technical report portion of the analysis and therefore the consultant has not produced an EA yet.  We 
have already been in contact with USFWS (Darren LeBlanc and Omar Bocanegra).  They met us on site 
and have seen the schematics that you have seen.  We are currently doing presence absence surveys 
and should finish those in the next 3 weeks determining whether it is a formal or informal 
consultation.  Let me know if you have any other questions. 
  
From: Sue Reilly [mailto:Sue.Reilly@tpwd.texas.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 4:44 PM 
To: Andrew Chisholm 
Subject: FW: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
  
Hi Andrew, 
  
Just a couple of questions— 
Was there an alternatives analysis for this project? Or is there a draft EA I could see? 
 
Also, just to confirm, you are consulting with USFWS for golden‐cheeked warbler, correct? 
  
Thank you, 
  
  
Sue Reilly 
Transportation Assessment Liaison 
TPWD Wildlife Division 
512‐389‐8021 
  
  
  
From: WHAB_TxDOT  
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:24 AM 
To: Andrew Chisholm; WHAB_TxDOT 
Cc: Andrew Blair; Sue Reilly 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
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Good morning, 
  
The TPWD Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program has received your request for Early 
Coordination and has assigned it project ID #36361.  The Habitat Assessment Biologist 
who will complete your project review is copied on this email. 
  
Thanks, 
Kim Milburn 
Administrative Assistant 
Wildlife Diversity Program 
Email: Kim.milburn@tpwd.texas.gov 
Office: (512) 389‐8111 
Fax: (512) 389‐8758 
  

From: Andrew Chisholm [mailto:Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:32 PM 
To: WHAB_TxDOT <WHAB_TxDOT@tpwd.texas.gov> 
Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov> 
Subject: I‐20 at Ranger Hill 0007‐06‐084 Coordination 
  
In a Dropbox you should receive shortly there will be documents pertaining to the above mentioned 
project. The proposed project will realign an approximate 3 mile section of I‐20 on one of the steepest 
grades of the interstate in Texas. Please review the Bio impact Assessment and associated information 
and provide any comments.  If you need additional information; please call 325‐643‐0442 or email me. 

  
<~WRD000.jpg>  
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Johnson, Erin

From: Andrew Chisholm <Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2016 8:14 AM
To: Johnson, Erin; Herman, Reggie
Subject: FW: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

This is the closeout from TPWD (May 20,2016). 
 
From: Sue Reilly [mailto:Sue.Reilly@tpwd.texas.gov]  
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2016 4:41 PM 
To: Andrew Chisholm 
Cc: Andrew Blair 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
Andrew, 
 
I am going to go ahead and close this project with the understanding that commitments made to the USFWS during the 
Section 7 consultation process are also considered commitments to TPWD.   
 
Thank you for submitting the following project for early coordination: IH‐20 at Ranger Hill (CSJ 0007‐06‐084).  TPWD 
appreciates TxDOT’s commitment to implement the practices listed below as well as in the Biological Evaluation Form 
submitted on March 9, 2016. Based on a review of the documentation, the avoidance and mitigation efforts described, 
and provided that project plans do not change, TPWD considers coordination to be complete. However, please note it is 
the responsibility of the project proponent to comply with all federal, state, and local laws that protect plants, fish, and 
wildlife. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Sue Reilly 
Transportation Assessment Liaison 
TPWD Wildlife Division 
512‐389‐8021 
 
 
 
From: Andrew Chisholm [mailto:Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2016 8:00 AM 
To: Sue Reilly 
Cc: Andrew Blair 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
Sue, 
I will send a copy of our consultation biological assessment and then a copy of the biological opinion once USFWS 
respond.  It will likely be several weeks before the official consultation goes out as we have another 2 survey days to 
complete.  Let me know if there is anything else you need. 
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From: Sue Reilly [mailto:Sue.Reilly@tpwd.texas.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2016 5:03 PM 
To: Andrew Chisholm 
Cc: Andrew Blair 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
Andrew, 
 
Yesterday on the phone you said that you would be sending in consultation to USFWS regarding the black‐capped vireo. 
Can you please send that same commitments to me?   
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Sue Reilly 
Transportation Assessment Liaison 
TPWD Wildlife Division 
512‐389‐8021 
 
 
 
From: Andrew Chisholm [mailto:Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 8:33 AM 
To: Sue Reilly 
Cc: Andrew Blair 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
There have been no warblers.  We have one more week of survey and we will be done.  I believe Andy and John M. went 
out last Friday and heard a bunch of birds, but still no GCW. 
 
From: Sue Reilly [mailto:Sue.Reilly@tpwd.texas.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 5:35 PM 
To: Andrew Chisholm 
Cc: Andrew Blair 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
Hi Andrew, 
 
I got your voicemail today and I apologize for not getting back with you.  I have some things I am looking at with this 
project and will get back with you soon.  
 
I heard you were out surveying recently, did you see any birds? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sue 
 
 
From: Andrew Chisholm [mailto:Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 2:36 PM 
To: Sue Reilly 
Cc: Andrew Blair 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
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Sue, 
There have been alternatives looked at in some form or fashion.  We looked at probably 10 different alternatives from 
an engineering standpoint and narrowed it down to essentially the no build and two build alternatives essentially on this 
same general southern alignment.  The one that seems  to be preferred takes a bit more ROW than the other (~20 
acres), but it has a much better vertical and horizontal alignment (less curves and banking).  There is currently not a draft 
EA.  We are in the technical report portion of the analysis and therefore the consultant has not produced an EA yet.  We 
have already been in contact with USFWS (Darren LeBlanc and Omar Bocanegra).  They met us on site and have seen the 
schematics that you have seen.  We are currently doing presence absence surveys and should finish those in the next 3 
weeks determining whether it is a formal or informal consultation.  Let me know if you have any other questions. 
 
From: Sue Reilly [mailto:Sue.Reilly@tpwd.texas.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 4:44 PM 
To: Andrew Chisholm 
Subject: FW: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
Hi Andrew, 
 
Just a couple of questions— 
Was there an alternatives analysis for this project? Or is there a draft EA I could see? 
 
Also, just to confirm, you are consulting with USFWS for golden‐cheeked warbler, correct? 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Sue Reilly 
Transportation Assessment Liaison 
TPWD Wildlife Division 
512‐389‐8021 
 
 
 
From: WHAB_TxDOT  
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 11:24 AM 
To: Andrew Chisholm; WHAB_TxDOT 
Cc: Andrew Blair; Sue Reilly 
Subject: RE: I-20 at Ranger Hill 0007-06-084 Coordination 
 
Good morning, 
 
The TPWD Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program has received your request for Early Coordination 
and has assigned it project ID #36361.  The Habitat Assessment Biologist who will complete your 
project review is copied on this email. 
 
Thanks, 
Kim Milburn 
Administrative Assistant 
Wildlife Diversity Program 
Email: Kim.milburn@tpwd.texas.gov 
Office: (512) 389‐8111 
Fax: (512) 389‐8758 
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From: Andrew Chisholm [mailto:Andrew.Chisholm@txdot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 4:32 PM 
To: WHAB_TxDOT <WHAB_TxDOT@tpwd.texas.gov> 
Cc: Andrew Blair <Andrew.Blair@txdot.gov> 
Subject: I‐20 at Ranger Hill 0007‐06‐084 Coordination 
 
In a Dropbox you should receive shortly there will be documents pertaining to the above mentioned project. The 
proposed project will realign an approximate 3 mile section of I‐20 on one of the steepest grades of the interstate in 
Texas. Please review the Bio impact Assessment and associated information and provide any comments.  If you need 
additional information; please call 325‐643‐0442 or email me. 
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′ Texas Deparrmenf ο「 rransporねわ Л
125 EAST l■TH STREET I AUSTIN,TEXAS 78701-24831(512)463-85881-.TXDOT.GOV

June 30,2016

Mr.Darren LeBlanc

United States Fish and Wild‖fe Service

■071■ Burnet Road,Suite 200
Austin,丁 exas 78758

RE:    Forrnal Consultation

lH 20 at Ranger H‖ |_3.5m‖ es eastOf LP 254 to SH 16
CSJ:0007-06-084
Eastland County,Texas

Dear Mr.LeBlanc:

With this letter and enclosed Blological Assessment(BA),the ttexas Department of Transportation

(TxDO丁)requeStS to initiate forrnal oonsultation under Section 7(a)(4)ofthe Endangered Species Act

(ESA)pursuantto the 2014 FHWA TxDOtt MOU■ .

After evaluation of the potential effects,TxDOT― Environmental Affairs Division(ENV)has COncluded
that the proposed:H20 1mprovements at Ranger H‖ l may resultin more than a neg‖ gible probab‖ ity

of adverse effects to the Black― capped Vireo(Vireo atricap‖ la;BCV!)and the Golden―cheeked Warbler

(GCWA;Setophaga chrysoparia). 丁herefore,丁 xDOT has made a determination of may attLcち ″kely lo
adversery attbct for these species. :n accordance with the requirements underthe ESA,TxDOT

requests incidentaltake coverage fOr a‖ BCVl and GCWA encountered throughOutthe proposed
praect area forthe duration of construction activkies.

The enclosed BA addresses the life histories,prQject effects,and conseⅣ ation measures proposed
forthe aforementioned species in relation to the lH 20 Ranger Hill Proiect. :f you have any questions

or requ:re additionalinformation,please contact Andrew Chisholrn ofthe TxDOT Brownwood District

at(325)643-0442 or Andrew,Chisholnn@txdOt.Eov.

小
Jodi Bechtel

Rcttb
Director of Natural Resources Management section

Environmental Affairs Divis:on

■Memorandum Of understanding between the Federal Hlghway Administratlon and the ttexas Department of
Transportat:on concerning state of Texas'participat:on in the proJect delivery program pursuant to 23 U.S.C.

327,December 20■4

0UR GOALS
MAINTA:N A SAFE SYSTEM口 ADDRESS CONGEST:ON・ CONNECT TEXAS COMMUN:TIES口 BEST IN CLASS STATE AGENCY

ハn Equa′ Oρρortun′ ty Emρ′oyer





















































 
 
 

 

Documentation of Public Hearing 
Project Location 

Eastland County, TX 

IH-20 at Ranger Hill 
CSJ: 0007-06-084 

Project Limits 
IH-20 from 3.5 miles east of LP 254 to SH 16 

 
Hearing Location 

Ranger High School Cafeteria 
1842 TX-254 
Ranger, TX 

 
Hearing Date and Time 

August 16, 2016 at 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

Presenters 
Jason Scantling, TxDOT Brownwood District 

Krishna Peapully, AECOM 
Erin Johnson, AECOM 

 
Elected Officials in Attendance 

Rex Fields, Eastland County Judge 
 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 
32 

Total Number of Commenters 
4 
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A. Ranger Hill Public Hearing Comment/Response Matrix 
 



 
 

 

Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Topic 

Resource 
Category Response 

1 Wm Atkins 8/67/16 email This is nowhere near a worst/first 
project for the State of Texas. Waste  
of money at this time. Currently 
Ranger Hill is no more of a challenge  
than many roads on our Western 
states. 
 
Use this money in the highly 
congested big city areas instead of 
resorting  
to toll roads. 

Project cost The IH 20 at Ranger Hill 
project is needed to address 
safety concerns on this portion 
of the interstate. IH 20 at 
Ranger Hill has been labelled 
as “one of the most dangerous 
stretches of interstate between 
Fort Worth and El Paso.” 
(KTXS 2013) Concerns about 
the dangers of Ranger Hill 
motivated more than 4.500 
residents to petition TxDOT to 
have the speed limit reduced 
to 75 mph and the interstate 
reconstructed to lower the 
grade and straighten out the 
curves. 

2 Donnice Graham 8/18/16 email I'm excited about what you all are 
going to do but on my way to work 
yesterday 8/17/16 in all the heavy rain 
semi trucks and SUVs were driving so 
fast. The sign was flashing 75 – 80. I 
pulled over because I couldn’t see 
and almost got hit twice by big rigs. 
That hill is not the problem…the 
drivers are. I would love to hang out 
with you guys and watch the progress 
of this construction. What can I do to 
help if anything? Being a nurse is 
definitely far off from what you all do 
but I would love to help if I can. Thank 
you and have a blessed weekend!!!! 

General 
Support 

Thank you for your comment. 



 
 

 

Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Topic 

Resource 
Category Response 

3 Cheryl Smith 8/18/16 email I and many others have wondered 
why the road side park on the west 
bound side was put at the top of the 
hill. Even if the road is rebuilt no one 
will be able to get up it when it is icy. 
The road side park should have been 
built at the bottom where people 
would have a place to go when they 
can't get up the hill. What are your 
plans at the bottom of the west bound 
side so that travelers will have a place 
to go in icy weather? 

Safety Thank you for your comment. 
The roadside park (rest area) 
was constructed within the 
TxDOT right-of-way (ROW). To 
build this rest area at the 
bottom of the hill would have 
required significant additional 
ROW acquisition. For 
eastbound traffic, another rest 
area was built, west of Ranger 
Hill, for the benefit of the 
travelling public.  
 
Reconstruction of this section 
of IH 20 will flatten the grade 
and reduce the roadway 
curvature. This will improve 
safety for the travelling public.  



 
 

 

Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Topic 

Resource 
Category Response 

4 Cheryl Smith 8/21/16  It appears from the drawing that 
Ranger Hill will still have a significant 
curve. To prevent wrecks, it needs to 
be straight. If it has any curve, what's 
happening now will continue to 
happen. 

Safety Thank you for your comment. 
The proposed design will 
upgrade the roadway to 
current design standards 
including: reducing the vertical 
grade, flattening the horizontal 
curve to approximately 1 
degree which will also reduce 
the roadway banking from 8 
percent to approximately 4 
percent. Significant ROW will 
be required to completely 
eliminate the horizontal curve 
while also requiring 
reconstruction of several more 
miles of IH 20 in this area. This 
is not financially feasible but 
also would impose potential 
socioeconomic impacts to the 
surrounding communities.  

 
 



 
 

 

B. Public hearing officer certification





 
 

 

C. Notices



 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

The Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment and Public Hearing 
was published in the Ranger Times/Eastland Telegram/Eastland County Today on 
July 28 and August 2, 2016.  TxDOT Brownwood District also distributed a press 
release/media advisory to the following media outlets:  

• KTXS-TV, Abilene  

• KTAB/KRBC, Abilene  

• Brownwood Bulletin, Brownwood 

• Brownwoodnews.com (online newspaper) 

• KBWD-AM/KOXE-FM radio - Brownwood (country) 

• KPSM - 99.3 FM radio – Brownwood 

• KQBZ- 96.9 FM, Newstalk radio 

• 102.3 FM, KXYL radio, Brownwood 

• Coleman Chronicle & Democratic Voice 

• KSTA-AM/FM radio, Coleman 

• Comanche Chief, Comanche 

• KCOM-AM & KYOX radio, Comanche 

• Eastland Telegram (Cisco, Ranger, Rising Star & Gorman) 

• KATX (HPRN CO.) radio, Eastland;  

• Microplex News (online newspaper), Eastland 

• Lampasas Dispatch Record, Lampasas 

• KCYL-AM/KACC-FM radio, Lampasas 

• Brady Herald Standard, Brady 

• KNEL-AM radio, Brady 

• Goldthwaite Eagle, Goldthwaite 

• San Saba News and Star, San Saba 

• KNUZ-FM/KNVR-AM radio, San Saba 



 
 

 

• Breckenridge American, Breckenridge 

• KLXK/ KROO radio, Breckenridge  

A copy of the NOA was sent via direct mail and email to a list of 75 property owners, 
federal, state, county, and local elected officials, federal, state, and local agencies, 
and other stakeholders.  A meeting notice also was posted on the TxDOT.gov 
website.  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

Insert Notices. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

D. Sign-in sheets 



 
 

 

Insert Sign In sheets. 
  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

E. Verbatim transcript



 
 

 

Insert transcript. 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

F. Comments received



 
 

 

IH 20 at Ranger Hill, Brownwood District 
 

CSJ: 0007-06-084 
 

Public Hearing Comments 
 
 
Comment #1 
 
Date: 8/7/2016 3:57 PM (GMT-06:00)  
To: Jason Scantling <Jason.Scantling@txdot.gov>  
Subject: I-20 Ranger Hill - Comment  
Name: Wm Atkins 
 
Comment: 
This is nowhere near a worst/first project for the State of Texas. Waste  
of money at this time. Currently Ranger Hill is no more of a challenge  
than many roads on our Western states. 
 
Use this money in the highly congested big city areas instead of resorting  
to toll roads 
 
 
Comment #2 
 
From: Donnice Graham  
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 6:02 PM 
To: Jason Scantling 
Subject: RE-CONSTRUCTION. 
 
I'M EXCITED ABOUT WHAT YOU ALL ARE GOING TO DO BUT ON MY WAY TO 
WORK YESTERDAY 8/17/16 IN ALL THE HEAVY RAIN SEMI TRUCKS AND SUVS 
WERE DRIVING SO FAST THE SIGN WAS FLASHING 75-80. I PULLED OVER 
BECAUSE I COULDNT SEE AND ALMOST GOT HIT TWICE BY BIG RIGS. THAT 
HILL IS NOT THE PROBLEM....THE DRIVERS ARE. I WOULD LOVE TO HANG OUT 
WITH YOU GUYS AND WATCH THE PROGRESS OF THIS CONSTRUCTION. 
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP IF ANYTHING. BEING A NURSE IS DEFINITELY FAR 
OFF FROM WHAT YOU ALL DO BUT I WOULD LOVE TO HELP IF I CAN. THANK 
YOU AND HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND!!!! 
 
 

  



 
 

 

Comment #3 
 
From: Cheryl Smith  
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 6:51 PM 
To: Jason Scantling 
Subject: Ranger Hill Project 
 
I and many others have wondered why the road side park on the west bound side was 
put at the top of the hill. Even if the road is rebuilt no one will be able to get up it when 
it is icy. The road side park should have been built at the bottom where people would 
have a place to go when they can't get up the hill. What are your plans at the bottom of 
the west bound side so that travelers will have a place to go in icy weather? 
Thanks, Cheryl Smith 
 
 
Comment #4 
 
From: Cheryl Smith  
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2016 2:43 PM 
To: Jason Scantling 
Subject: Ranger Hill 
 
I appears from the drawing that Ranger Hill will still have a significant curve. To prevent 
wrecks, it needs to be straight. If it has any curve, what's happening now will continue 
to happen. 
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H. Hearing Presentation 
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