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Salutation FirstName LastName OrganizationName Title Mailing Address City State Zip
Mr. Jason Hilts Brownsville Economic Development Council President 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F-1 Brownsville TX 78520-8622
Dr. Carl Montoya Brownsville ISD Superintendent 1900 Price Rd. Brownsville TX 78521-2417
Mr. Mark Lund Brownsville MPO MPO Director P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78522-0911
Mr. Alfonso Vallejo Brownsville MPO P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78522-0911
Dr. Arturo Almendarez Calallen ISD Superintendent 4205 Wildcat Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78410-5198
The Honorable Leonel Alejandro Cameron County 357th District Judge 974 E. Harrison Street Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Sofia Benavides Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 1 964 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
The Honorable Carlos Cascos Cameron County County Judge 1100 E. Monroe Brownsville TX 78520
The Honorable Benjamin Euresti, Jr. Cameron County 107th District Judge 974 E. Harrison Street Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. David Garcia Cameron County Asst. Dir., Dept of Transportation 1100 E Monroe Street - Second Floor Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner David A. Garza Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 3 1390 W. Expressway 83 San Benito TX 78583
The Honorable Julian Sanchez Cameron County Justice of the Peace - Pct 3 1390 W. Expressway 83 San Benito TX 78586
Constable Abelardo Gomez Cameron County Constable PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78522-2178
Constable Guadalupe Gonzales Cameron County Constable PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78522-2178
The Honorable Sallie Gonzalez Cameron County Justice of the Peace Pct 5 3302 W. Wilson Harlingen TX 78552
The Honorable Janet Leal Cameron County 103rd District Judge 974 E. Harrison Street Brownsville TX 78520
Sheriff Omar Lucio Cameron County Sheriff PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78522-2178
The Honorable Arturo Nelson Cameron County 138th District Judge 974 E. Harrison Street Brownsville TX 78520
Constable Raul Ochoa Cameron County Constable PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78522-2178
Mr. Joe Rivera Cameron County County Clerk PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78520
Constable Frank Robles Cameron County Constable PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78522-2178
The Honorable Linda Salazar Cameron County Justice of the Peace Pct 2 974 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Pete Sepulveda, Jr. Cameron County County Administrator 1100 E Monroe Street - Second Floor Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Dan Sanchez Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 4 201 N. T St. Harlingen TX 78520
The Honorable Kip Johnson Hodge Cameron County Justice of the Peace Pct 2.2 974 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Armando Villalobos Cameron County County Attorney 974 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Ernie Hernandez Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 2 964 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Antonio Yzaguirre, Jr. Cameron County Tax Assessor Collector PO Box 952 Brownsville TX 78522-0952
Mr. David Allex Cameron County RMA Board Chairman P.O. Box 531180 Harlingen TX 78553
Ms. Yolanda Villalobos Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Ruben Gallegos, Jr. Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. David N. Garza Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Mark Esparza Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. John Wood, Jr. Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Michael Scaief Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78521
Councilmember Rafaelita Cardenas City of Bishop Councilmember P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343-0356
Ms. Cynthia Contreras City of Bishop City Secretary P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Councilmember Janie C. Dominguez City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 1 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343-0356
Councilmember Tony Garcia Jr. City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 3 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343-0356
Councilmember Lee Roy Kieschnick City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 4 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343-0356
The Honorable Victor Ramos City of Bishop Mayor P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343-0356
Councilmember Bob Solis City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 5 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343-0356
The Honorable Antonio "Tony" Martinez City of Brownsville Mayor P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Jessica Tetreau Kalifa City of Brownsville Commissioner, District 2 P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Charlie Cabler City of Brownsville City Manager P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner John Villarreal City of Brownsville Commissioner, District 4 P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Melissa Zamora City of Brownsville Commissioner, District 3 P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr. City of Brownsville City Commissioner, District 1 P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Estella Chavez-Vasquez City of Brownsville Commissioner, At Large "A" P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Rose M. Gowen City of Brownsville Commissioner, At Large "B" P.O. Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Councilmember David Loeb City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, At Large P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Larry Elizondo City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 5 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
The Honorable Joe Adame City of Corpus Christi Mayor P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Nelda Martinez City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, At Large P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Priscilla Leal City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 3 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember John Marez City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 2 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Mark Scott City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, At Large P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Chris Adler City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 4 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Mr. Ronald Olson City of Corpus Christi City Manager P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Mr. Charlie Cardenas City of Corpus Christi City Traffic Engineer P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Commissioner Mark Gonzalez City of Driscoll City Commissioner P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0278
Ms. Melissa Munguia City of Driscoll City Clerk PO Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0178
The Honorable John Aguilar City of Driscoll Mayor P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0278
Commissioner Sarah D Zavala City of Driscoll City Commissioner P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0278
The Honorable Chris Boswell City of Harlingen Mayor P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Robert Leftwich City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 2 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207



Commissioner Danny Castillo City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 1 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Joey Trevino City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 5 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Jerry Prepejchal City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 4 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Mr. Carlos Yerena City of Harlingen City Manager P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Mr. Gabe Gonzalez City of Harlingen Assistant City Manager P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
The Honorable Sam Fugate City of Kingsville Mayor PO Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Alfonso Garcia City of Kingsville City Commissioner PO Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Stanley Laskowski City of Kingsville City Commissioner PO Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Arturo Pecos City of Kingsville City Commissioner PO Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Charles Wilson City of Kingsville City Commissioner PO Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Vincent J. Capell City of Kingsville City Manager PO Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
Commissioner Angelica Baldivia City of La Feria Commissioner, Position 5 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Commissioner John Edward Betancourt City of La Feria Commissioner, Position 1 115 E. Commercial Street La Feria TX 78559
The Honorable Steve Brewer City of La Feria Mayor 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Commissioner Victor Gonzales City of La Feria Commissioner, Position 4 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Commissioner John Hernandez City of La Feria Commissioner, Position 2 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Mr. Sunny Phillips City of La Feria City Manager 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Commissioner Lori Weaver City of La Feria Mayor Pro Tem Commissioner, Position 3 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Councilmember Alan Atherton City of Los Fresnos Councilman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Dwight Chaffin City of Los Fresnos Mayor Pro-Tem 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Yolanda Herrera-Cruz City of Los Fresnos Councilwoman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Mr. Mark Milum City of Los Fresnos City Manager 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Gary Minton City of Los Fresnos Councilman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Swain Real City of Los Fresnos Councilman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
The Honorable Polo Narvaez City of Los Fresnos Mayor 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Ms. Pam Denny City of Los Fresnos City Secretary 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos Tx 78566
The Honorable Richard Bennett City of Los Indios Mayor PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderman Herman Garcia City of Los Indios Mayor Pro tem PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderman Salvador Mendoza City of Los Indios Alderman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderwoman Ofelia Montenegro City of Los Indios Alderwoman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderwoman Herminia Quintanilla City of Los Indios Alderwoman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderman Gualberto Weaver City of Los Indios Alderman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Ms. Beatrice Weaver City of Los Indios City Administrator PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Commissioner Ramon Perez Jr. City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Joey Mendoza City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Pablo Morales City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Ms. Lydia Moreno City of Lyford City Secretary P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
The Honorable Henry De la Paz City of Lyford Mayor P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Jose Wally Solis City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Antonio Chavez City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Alderman Isaac Dominguez City of Odem Alderman P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78377-0754
Alderwoman Lisa Gonzales City of Odem Alderwoman P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78370-0754
Alderman Armando Ortiz City of Odem Alderman P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78370-0754
Alderman Jessie Falcon City of Odem Alderman P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78370-0754
The Honorable Billy V. Huerta City of Odem Mayor P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78370-0754
Alderman Chuck Smith City of Odem Alderman P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78370-0754
Ms. Janie Martinez City of Odem City Secretary P.O. Box 754 Odem TX 78370-0754
Alderwoman Kathy Baca City of Petronila Alderwoman 3329 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Alderman Melvin Burch City of Petronila Alderman 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Alderwoman Diana Milligan City of Petronila Alderwoman 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
The Honorable Katrina Burkhart City of Petronila Mayor 2961 FM 665 Robstown TX 78380
Ms. Celia Gonzalez City of Petronila City Secretary 3329 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Alderman Thomas Grover City of Petronila Alderman 2475 CR 69 Robstown TX 78380
The Honorable Keith McMullin City of Port Aransas Mayor 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Councilmember Charles Bujan City of Port Aransas Councilmember 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Councilmember Keith Donley City of Port Aransas Councilmember 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Councilmember Steve Lanoux City of Port Aransas Councilmember 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Councilmember Glenda Balentine City of Port Aransas Councilmember 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Mr. Robert Bradshaw City of Port Aransas City Manager 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Ms. Esther Arzola City of Port Aransas City Secretary 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Councilmember John Price City of Port Aransas Councilmember 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Councilmember Edwin Myers City of Port Aransas Councilmember 710 West Avenue A Port Aransas TX 78373-1090
Commissioner Martin Cantu City of Port Isabel Commissioner, Place 3 305 E. Maxan Port Isabel TX 78578
Ms. Janie Villarreal City of Port Isabel EDC Administrator 305 E. Maxan Street Port Isabel TX 78578
Mr. Edwartd P. Meza City of Port Isabel City Manager 305 E. Maxan Port Isabel TX 78578
The Honorable Joe E. Vega City of Port Isabel Mayor 305 E. Maxan Port Isabel TX 78578
Commissioner Guillermo Torres City of Port Isabel Commissioner, Place 4 305 E. Maxan Port Isabel TX 78578



Commissioner Maria de Jesus Garza City of Port Isabel Commissioner, Place 2 305 E. Maxan Port Isabel TX 78578
Commissioner Juan Zamora City of Port Isabel Commissioner, Place 1 305 E. Maxan Port Isabel TX 78578
Alderman David Osbourne City of Primera Alderman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderwoman Hilda Siller City of Primera Alderwoman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Mr. Javier Mendez City of Primera City Administrator 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
The Honorable Pat Patterson City of Primera Mayor 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderwoman Angela Ramirez City of Primera Alderwoman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderman Michael Trejo City of Primera Alderman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderman David Serna City of Primera Alderman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Commissioner Chris Allen City of Rangerville City Commissioner 31850 Rangerville Rd. San Benito TX 78586
Commissioner Rene de los Santos City of Rangerville City Commissioner 31850 Rangerville Rd. San Benito TX 78586
The Honorable Wayne Helbart City of Rangerville Mayor 31850 Rangerville Rd. San Benito TX 78586
Commissioner Yolanda Alexandre City of Raymondville Commissioner 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Mary Gutierrez City of Raymondville Commissioner - Place 2 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
The Honorable Orlando Correa City of Raymondville Mayor 142 S. 7th St. Raymondville TX 78580-2516
Mr. Eleazar Garcia, Jr. City of Raymondville City Manager 142 S. 7th St. Raymondville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Eziquiel Cavazos City of Raymondville Commissioner - Place 3 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
Ms. Catalina Ozona City of Raymondville Int. Director of Economic Development 142 S. 7th St. Raymondville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Clifton Smith City of Raymondville Commissioner 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Gustavo C. Olivarez City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Mike Uresti City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Gerald (Jerry) Hartzog City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Rick Tello City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Mr. Hipolito Cabrera City of Rio Hondo City Administrator PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
The Honorable Alonzo Garza, Sr. City of Rio Hondo Mayor PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Arnulfo Huerta City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
The Honorable Rodrigo Ramon, Jr. City of Robstown Mayor P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Arlene Rodriguez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 2 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Abel Tamez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 4 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Sybil Tipton City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 1 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Amanda Vasquez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 3 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Elias Vasquez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 5 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Ms. Paula Wakefield City of Robstown City Secretary PO Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Ms. David Medina City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 6 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0842
Commissioner Bill Elliot City of San Benito Commissioner 401N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
The Honorable Joe Hernandez City of San Benito Mayor 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
Commissioner Rene Villafranco City of San Benito Commissioner, Place 2 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
The Honorable Antonio Gonzales City of San Benito Commissioner Place 1, Mayor Pro-Tem 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
Commissioner Celeste Sanchez City of San Benito Commissioner, Place 4 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
Mr. Manuel Lara City of San Benito City Manager 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
The Honorable Ruben Ochoa Jr. City of Santa Rosa Mayor P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Bobby De la Fuente City of Santa Rosa Mayor Pro-Tem P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Oscar Ovalle City of Santa Rosa Mayor P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Refugio Rickford City of Santa Rosa Alderman P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderwoman Anna Flores City of Santa Rosa Alderwoman P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Javier Florencia City of Santa Rosa Alderman P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
The Honorable Pete Gonzales City of Sinton Mayor P.O. Box 1395 Sinton TX 78387
Councilmember Anna Franklin City of Sinton Councilmember P.O. Box 1395 Sinton TX 78387-1395
Mr. Jackie Knox City of Sinton City Manager P.O. Box 1395 Sinton TX 78387-1395
Councilmember Eloy Lopez, Jr. City of Sinton Councilmember P.O. Box 1395 Sinton TX 78387-1395
Councilmember Bill Moore City of Sinton Councilmember P.O. Box 1395 Sinton TX 78387-1395
Councilmember Linda Guzman Alaniz City of Sinton Councilmember P.O. Box 1395 Sinton TX 78387-1395
Ms. Sylvia Tryon Oliver Corpus Christi Black Chamber of Commerce President/CEO P.O. Box 60574 Corpus Christi TX 78405
Mr. Foster Edwards Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 1501 N. Chaparral St. Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Ralph Coker Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce Infrastructure 

Committee 1501 N. Chaparral St.
Corpus Christi

TX 78401
Mr. Keith Arnold Corpus Christi Convention and Visitors Bureau CEO 101 N. Shoreline Blvd. Ste. 430 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Ms. Rosie Collin Corpus Christi Hispanic Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 615 N. Upper Broadway Suite 410 Corpus Christi TX 78466
Mr. Scott Elliff Corpus Christi I.S.D. Superintendent 801 Leopard Street Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Tom Niskala Corpus Christi MPO Executive Director 5151 Flynn Parkway #404 Corpus Christi TX 78411
Mr. Roland Mower Corpus Christi Regional Economic Development Corp. President/CEO 800 N.Shoreline Blvd., Suite 1300 South Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Scott Neely Corpus Christi Regional Transportation Auth. CEO 5658 Bear Lane Corpus Christi TX 78550
Mr. Ernesto Silva Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC President  2424 Boxwood Street Ste. 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Desi Martinez Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood Street Ste. 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Manny Vela Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood Street Ste. 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Terry Gray Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood Street Ste. 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Bill Martin Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC CEO 2424 Boxwood Street Ste. 125 Harlingen TX 78550



Mr. Rick Ledesma Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood Street Ste. 125 Harlingen TX 78351-0238
Ms. Zandra Zuniga District Liason - Office of Senator Hinjosa 2820 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 291 Corpus Christi TX 78415
Ms. Cynthia Garcia Driscoll ISD Superintendent PO Box 238 Driscoll TX 78550
Ms. Kathy Wolf Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Crisanne Zamponi Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Lupe Gonzales Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce Chairman 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Carlos Cuellar Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce Chair-Elect 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Dr. Steve Flores Harlingen Cons ISD Superintendent 407 N. 77 Sunshine Strip Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Crystal Curry Harlingen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Interim Executive Director 2309 N. Ed Carey Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Sergio Contreras Harlingen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Chairman 2309 N. Ed Carey Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Rebecca Castillo Harlingen-San Benito Metropolitan Planning Org. MPO Director 502 E. Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Joel Garza Jr. Harlingen-San Benito MPO Transportation Planner P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78363
Commissioner Cindy Gonzales Kenedy County Commissioner, Precinct 4 PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385
Constable Joey Clements Kenedy County Constable, Precinct 4 PO Box 8 Sarita TX 78385
The Honorable Patty Fain Kenedy County Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4 PO Box 8 Sarita TX 78385
The Honorable Louis E. "Bud" Turcotte III Kenedy County County Judge PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Commissioner Joe Recio Kenedy County Commissioner, Precinct 1 PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Ms. Eleuteria Gonzalez Kenedy County Tax Assessor Collector PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Commissioner Roberto Salazar Jr. Kenedy County Commissioner, Precinct 2 PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385
The Honorable Jerry Miller Kenedy County Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2 P.O. Box 8 Sarita TX 78385
The Honorable Andrew Turcotte Kenedy County Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1 PO Box 8 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Commissioner Sarita Armstrong Hixon Kenedy County Commissioner, Precinct 3 PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Ms. Cynthia Salinas Kenedy County County Treasurer PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385
Sheriff Ramon Salinas III Kenedy County Sheriff PO Box 10 Sarita TX 78385-0037
The Honorable Cecilia Schulz Kenedy County Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3 PO Box 8 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Mr. Jaime Tijerina Kenedy County County Attorney PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Ms. Veronica Vela Kenedy County County Clerk PO Box 37 Sarita TX 78385-0100
Dr. Orville Ballard Kenedy County Wide ISD Superintendent P.O. Box 100 Sarita TX 78363
Ms. Alice Byers Kingsville Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 635 E. King Street Kingsville TX 78385-0037
Ms. Carol Ann Anderson Kingsville Convention & Tourist Bureau Executive Director 1501 Highway 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Dick Messbarger Kingsville Economic Development Council Executive Director 635 E. King Street Kingsville TX 78385-0037
Dr. Ruben Corkill Kingsville ISD Interim Superintendent 207 N Third Street Kingsville TX 78363

Kingsville Record and Bishop News P.O. Box 951 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Leo Alarcon Kleberg County County Clerk PO Box 1327 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Chuck Schultz Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 2 620 N. Third St. Kingsville TX 78363
Constable Brian Vickers Kleberg County Constable, Pct 1 2505 E. Kenedy Kingsville TX 78379
The Honorable Samuel Brown Kleberg County Justice of the Peace PO Box 214 Riviera TX 78363
Constable Omar Rosales Kleberg County Constable, Pct 2 620 N. Third Kingsville TX 78379
The Honorable Roy Cantu Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 3 433 E. County Rd. 2310 Riviera TX 78364
Ms. Priscilla Alaniz- Cantu Kleberg County County Treasurer P. O. Box C Kingsville TX 78363
The Honorable Guadalupe Mendoza Kleberg County County Court at Law 700 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78364
The Honorable Juan M. Escobar Kleberg County County Judge PO Box 752, County Courthouse Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Melissa Trevino- De La Garza Kleberg County Tax Assessor Collector P. O. Box 1457 Kingsville TX 78364-1327
The Honorable Esequiel De La Paz Kleberg County Justice of the Peace 622 N. 14th Kingsville TX 78363
The Honorable Carmen Cortez Kleberg County Justice of the Peace 620 N. 3rd Kingsville TX 78363
The Honorable Andy Gonzales Kleberg County Justice of the Peace 2505 E. Kenedy Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Delma Rios-Salazar Kleberg County County Attorney PO Box 1411 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Romeo Lomas Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 4 622 N. 14th Kingsville TX 78364-1327
Sheriff Ed Mata Kleberg County Sheriff PO Box 1360 Kingsville TX 78364
The Honorable David Rosse Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 1 1910 E. Trant Rd. Kingsville TX 78379
Constable Cid Zavala Kleberg County Constable, Pct 3 PO Box 185 Riviera TX 78363
Constable Amado Vidal Kleberg County Constable, Pct 4 622 N. 14th Kingsville TX 78566
Mr. Filberto Garcia Kleberg County Appraisal District Chairman P. O. Box 1027 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Al Garcia Kleberg County Appraisal District Board Member P.O. Box 1027 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Juan Garza Kleberg County Appraisal District Board Member P.O. Box 1027 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Edwin Allen Mittag Kleberg County Appraisal District Vice-Chairman P.O. Box 1027 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Daniel Morales Kleberg County Appraisal District Board Member P.O. Box 1027 Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Ernestina Flores Kleberg County Appraisal District Chief Appraiser P.O. Box 1027 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Gonzalo Salazar Los Fresnos Cons ISD Superintendent 600 N. Mesquite Los Fresnos TX 78569-0220
Mr. Eduardo Infante Lyford ISD Superintendent PO Drawer 220 Lyford TX 78401-3606
Commissioner Mike Pusley Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 1 901 Leopard Street, Rm 303.05 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Ms. Diana Barrera Nueces County County Clerk 901 Leopard St., Room 201 Corpus Christi TX 78418
Constable Jerry Boucher Nueces County Constable Pct 2 10110 Compton Corpus Christi TX 78401
Constable Rudy Caceres Nueces County Constable Pct 1 901 Leopard St., Room 112 Corpus Christi TX 78343
Constable Jack Caughman Nueces County Constable P.O. Box 656 Bishop TX 78401-3606
Commissioner Joe McComb Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 4 901 Leopard Street, Room 303.11 Corpus Christi TX 78343
The Honorable Adolfo Contreras Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 3 P.O. Box 27 Bishop TX 78418



The Honorable Larry Cox Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 2, Pl 2 10110 Compton Corpus Christi TX 78401
The Honorable Amanda Torres Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 1 Place 1 901 Leopard, Rm 116 Corpus Christi TX 78380
The Honorable Robert Gonzalez, Jr. Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 5 Place 1 710 E. Main Robstown TX 78401
Ms. Laura Jimenez Nueces County County Attorney 901 Leopard St., Room 207 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Sheriff Jim Kaelin Nueces County Sheriff 901 Leopard Street Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Tyner Little Nueces County Government Affairs 901 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78401
Commissioner Joe A. Gonzalez Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 2 901 Leopard, Rm 303.07 Corpus Christi TX 78401
The Honorable Loyd Neal Nueces County County Judge 901 Leopard Street, Room 303 Corpus Christi TX 78373-0133
The Honorable Duncan Neblett, Jr. Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 4 P.O. Box 133 Port Aransas TX 78401
Commissioner Oscar Ortiz Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 3 901 Leopard, Rm 303.09 Corpus Christi TX 78330
The Honorable Hermilo Pena Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 5, Pl 2 1514 2nd Street Agua Dulce TX 78380
Constable Miguel Roldan Nueces County Constable 710 E. Main Robstown TX 78401
The Honorable Henry Santana Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 1 Place 2 901 Leopard, Rm. 115 Corpus Christi TX 78373
Constable Bobby Sherwood Nueces County Constable, Pct 4 PO Box 368 Port Aransas TX 78410
The Honorable Robert "Bobby" Balderas Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 1 Place 3 11408 Leopard Street Corpus Christi TX 78411
The Honorable Janice Stoner Nueces County Justice of the Peace, Pct 2, Pl 1 4626 Weber Road, Suite 300 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Kevin Kieschnick Nueces County Tax Assessor Collector 901 Leopard St. Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Glen Sullivan, P.E. Nueces County Director of Public Works 901 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78380
Mr. Michael Potter Nueces County Agricultural Extension Office County Extension Agent 710 E. Main, #1 Robstown TX 78401
Mr. David Berlanga Nueces County Appraisal District Board of Directors 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Robert Adler Nueces County Appraisal District Board of Trustees 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Paul Altheide Nueces County Appraisal District Board of Trustees 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Jerry Garcia Nueces County Appraisal District Board of Trustees 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Richard Pittman Nueces County Appraisal District Chairman - Board of Trustees 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Ed Lopez Nueces County Appraisal District Secretary -Board of Trustees 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. John Sendejar Nueces County Appraisal District Board of Trustees 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Ronnie Canales Nueces County Appraisal District Chief Appraiser 201 N. Chaparral, Ste. 206 Corpus Christi TX 78370
Ms. Lisa Gonzales Odem-Edroy ISD Superintendent 1 Owl Square Odem TX 78578
Ms. Leticia Flores Office of the Governor Valley Region 1902 North Loop 499 Harlingen TX 78550
Chairman Victor Barrera Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Chairman, Port Commission 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Mr. Robert Astos Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Secretary, Commission 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Mr. Steven Bearden Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District General Manager/Port Director 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Mr. William Weekley Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Commissioner 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78521
Chairman John Reed Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commission Chairman 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Eduardo Campirano Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Port Director and CEO 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Ralph Cowen Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commission Vice Chair 2025 Central Blvd. Suite B Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner Martin C Arambula Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commissioner 6419 Southmost Road Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner Sergio Tito Lopez Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commission Secretary 2390 Central Blvd. Suite E Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Carlos R. Masso Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commissioner 603 E. St. Charles Brownsville TX 78410
Commissioner Richard Borchard Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner, Vice Chair P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Chairman Mike Carrell Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner, Chairman P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Mike Scott Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78413
Commissioner Al Jones Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Judy Hawley Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Mr. John LaRue Port of Corpus Christi Authority Executive Director P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Robert Kostelnik Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Charl Zahn, Jr. Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78551-2646
Commissioner Alejandro Hinojosa Port of Harlingen Authority Commissioner P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Alan Johnson Port of Harlingen Authority Chairman P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78551
Mr. Michael Perez Port of Harlingen Authority Port Director P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78551-2646
Mr. Bobby Duffy Port of Harlingen Authority Commissioner P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78580-3351
Mr. Bobby Gonzalez RADC Board President P O.Box 111 Robstown TX 78380-0111
Mr. Randy Tatum RADC Board President-Elect P.O. Box 111 Corpus Christi TX 78380-0111

Ms. Elma Chavez Raymondville Chamber of Commerce Executive Director P O. Box 746 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Mary Casillas Raymondville Chamber of Commerce President P.O. Box 746 Raymondville Tx 78580
Mr. Johnny Pineda Raymondville ISD Superintendent 419 FM 3168 Raymondville TX 78530
Dr. Vita Canales Ricardo ISD Superintendent 138 W CR 2160 Kingsville TX 78586

Rio Grande Palms Water District 27715 State Highway 100 San Benito TX 78583-0220
Ms. Anneliese McMinn Rio Hondo ISD Superintendent 215 W. Colorado Rio Hondo TX 78379-3500
Mrs. Karen Unterbrink Riviera ISD Superintendent 203 Seahawk Riviera TX 78379

Riviera Water Control Improvement District P.O. Box 430 Riviera TX 78380-0111
Robstown Area Development Commission P.O. Box 111 Robstown TX 78380-2608

Dr. Alfonso Obregon Robstown ISD Superintendent 801 N. First St. Robstown TX 78586-4608
Mr. Antonio Limon San Benito Cons ISD Superintendent 240 N Crockett St. San Benito TX 78370-1687
Commissioner Alma Moreno San Patricio County Commissioner, Precinct 3 P.O. Box 1687 Odem TX 78374
Commissioner Fred Nardini San Patricio County Commissioner, Precinct 2 900 Austin Street Portland TX 78362
Commissioner Jim Price, Jr. San Patricio County Commissioner, Precinct 4 P.O. Box 620 Ingleside TX 78387-2450



The Honorable Terry Simpson San Patricio County County Judge Sinton Courthouse, 400 W. Sinton #109 Sinton TX 78387
Commissioner Nina Trevino San Patricio County Commissioner, Precinct 1 P.O. Box 1132 Sinton TX 78359
Ms. Josephine Miller San Patricio County Economic Development Corporation Executive Director P.O. Box 238 Gregory TX 78364-0592
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Springs Santa Gertrudis ISD Superintendent PO Box 592 Kingsville TX 78593-368
Mr. Heriberto Villareal Santa Rosa ISD Superintendent P.O. Box 368 Santa Rosa TX 78387-1337
Ms. Yesenia V. Monsour Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson Regional Director 3133 General Hudnell Drive, Ste. 120 San Antonio TX 78226
Mr. Steve Van Matre Sinton ISD Superintendent P.O. Box 1337 Sinton TX 78597
Ms. Darla La Peyre South Padre Island Economic Development Corporation Administrator 600 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78364-1701
Ms. Carola Serrato South Texas Water Authority Executive Director P.O. Box 1701 Kingsville TX 78521

Southmost Regional Water Authority 1425 RobinHood Drive Brownsville TX 78580
The Honorable Senator Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa State Senator 2820 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 291 Corpus Christi TX 78415
The Honorable Senator Eddie Lucio Jr. State Senator 7 North Park Plaza Brownsville TX 78521

Louie Sanchez Chief of Staff for State Senator 7 North Park Plaza Brownsville TX 78521
Teniente Water Improvement District RR 2 Box 50 Raymondville TX 78416
Texas Department of Transportation Visitor Center 2021 W Harrison Harlingen TX 78552

Mr. John Casey, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation District Engineer 1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78577-1717
Mr. Mario Jorge, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation District Engineer P.O. Box 1717 Pharr TX 78332
Mr. Tomas Trevino, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Alice Area Office Engineer P O Box 690 Alice TX 78416
Mr. Martin Horst, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi Area Office Engineer 1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78416
Mr. Christopher Amy Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District Office, Environmen1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78416
Mr. Tom Tagliabue Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District Public Information 1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78416
Mr. Victor Vourcos, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District, Advanced Project D1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78416
Ms. Paula Sales-Evans, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District, Director TP&D 1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78416
Ms. Nelda Eureste Texas Department of Transportation Manager, Right-of-Way (Region) 1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78363
Mr. Mike Flores Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District, Kingsville Mainten1802 N. 14th Kingsville TX 78406
Mr. Willie Cabello Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District, Maintenance Offic 844 N. Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78380
Mr. Joel Longoria Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District, Robstown MaintenP.O. Box 1009 Robstown TX 78701-2483
Ms. Jenise Walton Texas Department of Transportation Environmental Affairs 125 E. 11th Street Austin TX 78577
Ms. Robin Geiston, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Pharr District, Advanced Project Developm600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 78520
Mr. G. DeLa Fuente Texas Department of Transportation Pharr District, Brownsville Maintenance O1375 Military Highway Brownsville TX 78577
Mr. Jody Ellington, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Deputy District Engineer 600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 78577
Ms. Elizabeth Paradise Texas Department of Transportation Business Services Coordinator 600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 78586
Mr. Luis De La Fuente Texas Department of Transportation Pharr District, San Benito Maintenance Of 1350 E. US 77 San Benito TX 78586
Mr. Richard Gallaga Texas Department of Transportation Interim Area Office Engineer P.O. Box 1041 San Benito TX 78387
Mr. Bill Reitmann, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Sinton Area Office Engineer 11571 US 181 Sinton TX 78415
Ms. Christine Fasiskas, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation Supervisor, Geometric Design 1701 South Padre Island Drive Corpus Christi TX 78577
Ms. Norma Garza P.E. Texas Department of Transportation RMA Coordinator 600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 78580
Mr. J. Gonzales Texas Department of Transportation Raymondville Maintenance Supervisor P.O. Box 248 Raymondville TX 78416
Mr. Bryan Ellis Texas Department of Transportation Manager, Environmental (Region) 403 Huck Street Yoakum TX 78566
Mr. Joe Gayton P.E. Texas Department of Transportation-Corpus Christi Dist. Director of Construction 1701 S. Padre Island Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78416
Mr. Victor Pinon, Jr. P.E. Texas Department of Transportation-Corpus Christi Dist. Director of Maintenance 1701 S. Padre Island Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78416
Mr. Ismael Soto P.E. Texas Department of Transportation-Corpus Christi Dist. Director of Traffic Operations` 1701 S. Padre Island Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78577
Mr. Pete Alvarez P.E. Texas Department of Transportation-Pharr District Director of Maintenance 600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 78577
Mr. Rex Costley, P.E. Texas Department of Transportation-Pharr District District Bridge Design 600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 78577
Mr. Evan Roberts P.E. Texas Department of Transportation-Pharr District Project Development Mgmt 600 W. Expressway 83 Pharr TX 77995
The Honorable J.M. Lozano Texas House of  Representatives-District 43 P.O. Box 2910 Austin TX 76768
The Honorable J.M. Lozano Texas House of Representatives-District 43 635 E. King Ave. Kingsville TX 78363
Chairman Todd Hunter Texas House of Representative-District 32 15217 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 205 Corpus Christi TX 78418
The Honorable Connie Scott Texas House of Representatives- District 34 9359 Interstate Highway -37 Suite D Corpus Christi TX 78409
The Honorable Eddie Lucio, III Texas House of Representatives- District 38 1906 E. Tyler Suite F-2 Harlingen TX 78550
The Honorable Raul Torres Texas House of Representatives-District 33 2820 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 106 Corpus Christi TX 78415
The Honorable Rene Oliveira Texas House of Representatives-District 37 855 West Price Road, Suite #22 Brownsville TX 78520
Ms. Gaye White Texas House of Representatives-Staff District Director 15217 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 205 Corpus Christi TX 78418
Ms. Celeste Arias Texas House of Representatives-Staff District Director 2820 South Padre Island Drive, Ste. 106 Corpus Christi TX 78415
Ms. Jaime Powell Texas House of Representatives-Staff District Director 9359 Interstate Highway -37 Suite D Corpus Christi TX 78409
Ms. Raina Ybarra Texas House of Representatives-Staff District Director 645 E. King Ave. Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Martha Liner Texas House of Representatives-Staff P.O. Box 2910 Room E2.802 Austin TX 78768
Mr. Ruben Obell Texas House of Representatives-Staff District Director 1906 E. Tyler Suite F-2 Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Isabel Rosales Texas House of Representatives-Staff District Office 855 West Price Road, Suite #22 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Russell Hooten Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 6300 Ocean Dr. NRC Suite 2501 Corpus Christi TX 78412
Ms. Juliet Garica Texas Southmost College/UT Brownsville President 80 Fort Brown Brownsville TX 78520
Alderman Ed Morris Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Mark Mullendor Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Thomas Rodino Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Ms. Regina Taylor Town of Bayview City Secretary 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman James "Jim" Stewart Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
The Honorable Leon Deason Town of Bayview Mayor 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566



Alderman Gary Lowder Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Mr. Lonnie Bearden Town of Combes City Administrator P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Rene Estrada Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78520
Alderman Eugene G. Cavazos Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
The Honorable Silvestre Garcia Town of Combes Mayor P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderwoman Olga Montes Town of Combes Alderwoman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Cecil Sorrell Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Marco Sanchez Town of Combes Alderman, Mayor Pro Tem P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Roberto Perez Town of Indian Lake Alderman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
The Honorable Barbara Collum Town of Indian Lake Mayor 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Larry Villarreal Town of Indian Lake Alderman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderwoman Mary Boss Town of Indian Lake Alderwoman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderwoman Sondra Leigh Town of Indian Lake Alderwoman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Ms. Idalia Vega Town of Indian Lake City Secretary 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderwoman Pamela Romer Town of Indian Lake Alderwoman, Mayor Pro Tem 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78552
Alderman Dick Faxon Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Ms. Becky Grayson Town of Palm Valley City Secretary 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderwoman Holly Liebenz Town of Palm Valley Alderwoman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
The Honorable Dean Hall Town of Palm Valley Mayor 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderman Marvin Hendrix Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderman Rick Hosea Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderman John Hollingsworth Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78575
Alderwoman Jean Hager Town of Rancho Viejo Alderwoman, Mayor Pro Tem 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
The Honorable Robert Medrano Town of Rancho Viejo Mayor 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderwoman Bitty Truan Town of Rancho Viejo Alderwoman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderman Robert Lackner Town of Rancho Viejo Alderman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Ms. Cheryl Kretz Town of Rancho Viejo Town Administrator/City Secretary 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderman Joseph Rafac Town of Rancho Viejo Alderwoman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderwoman Maria Hinojosa Town of Rancho Viejo Alderman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78597
City Council Member Courtney Hayden Town of South Padre Isand Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78597
Ms. Joni Clarke Town of South Padre Island City Manager 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78597
Mayor Pro Tem JoAnn Evans Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78597
Councilmember Alita Bagley Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78597
Councilmember Sam Listi Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78597
The Honorable Robert Pinkerton, Jr. Town of South Padre Island Mayor 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78597
Councilmember Robert Fudge Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre IslandTX 78410
Dr. Sue Nelson Tuloso-Midway ISD Superintendent P.O. Box 10900 Corpus Christi TX 78539
Mr. Rosendo Hinojosa U.S. Border Patrol Chief Patrol Agent 4400 S Expressway 281 Edinburg TX 78539
Mr. Woody Lee U.S. Border Patrol Deputy Chief Patrol Agent 4400 S Expressway 281 Edinburg TX 78363
Mr. Heriberto Gomez U.S. Border Patrol 531 Fitch Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Eric Perez U.S. Border Patrol 531 Fitch Kingsville TX 78409
Mr. Harold Smallwood U.S. Border Patrol 6809 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78575

U.S. Border Patrol Brownsville Station 940 N. FM 511 Olmito TX 78355
U.S. Border Patrol Falfurrias Station P O Box 479 Falfurrias TX 78552

The Honorable Congressman Blake Farenthold U.S. House of Representatives - District 27 1805 Ruben Torres Ste. B-27 Brownsville TX 78526
Ms. Monica Ledesma U.S. House of Representatives - District 27 District Director 101 N. Shoreline Blvd. Ste. 300 Corpus Christi TX 78401
The Honorable Congressman Blake Farenthold U.S. House of Representatives - District 27 2110 Rayburn Office Building Washington DC 20515-4327
The Honorable Senator John Cornyn United States Senator 222 East Van Buren, Suite 404 Harlingen TX 78550
The Honorable Senator John Cornyn United States Senator 517 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20515
The Honorable Senator John Cornyn United States Senator 600 Navarro Ste. 210 San Antonio TX 78205

Daniel Mezza District Director 600 Navarro Ste. 210 San Antonio TX 78205
The Honorable Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson United States Senator 1906 G East Tyler St Harlingen TX 78550
The Honorable Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson United States Senator 284 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20515

US Border Patrol Harlingen Station 39092 S Expressway 77 Harlingen TX 78412
Mr. Ernesto Reyes USFWS 3325 Green Jay Road Alamo TX 78578
Ms. Patricia Clements USFWS C/O TAMU-CC Campus Box 338 6300 Ocean Drive Corpus Christi TX 78516
Alderman Ken Irwin Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderman Steve Muschenheim Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Mr. Rolando Vela Village of Laguna Vista City Manager 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
The Honorable Susie Houston Village of Laguna Vista Mayor 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderman Paul Villas Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderwoman Leti Martinez Keplinger Village of Laguna Vista Alderwoman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderwoman Rita Garcia Village of Laguna Vista Alderwoman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderman Bill Schnier Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78580
Mr. Jerry Brackhahn Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. 1st Vice President P.O. Box 851 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. John Bradford Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 406 S. 6th Street Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Lu Brownfield Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 406 S.  6th Street Raymondville TX 78580



Mr. Glenn Harding Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member P.O. Box 130 Raymondville TX 78569
Mr. Lisandro Ramon Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member P.O. Box 962 Lyford TX 78580
Mr. Homer Rodriguez Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member P.O. Box 100 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Shawn Spanihel Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 100 N. Hwy 77, Suite N Raymondville TX 78550-3653
Mr. Stephen Vassberg Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 1902 N. Loop 499 Harlingen TX 78541
Mr. Travis Richards Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. President 22055 Laguna Seca Rd. Edinburg TX 78580-3013
Mr. Guy Fambrough Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Treasurer 219 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
The Honorable John F. Gonzales Willacy County County Judge 576 W. Main St. Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Eliberto "Beto" Guerra Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 1 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor Courthouse Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Ms. Ruben Cavazos Willacy County County Treasurer 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor Courthouse Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Noe Loya Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 2 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor Courthouse Raymondville TX 78580-1940
The Honorable Victor Flores Willacy County Constable 472 W. Tampico Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Ms. Terry Flores Willacy County County Clerk 576 W. Main St. Raymondville TX 78594
The Honorable David Garcia Willacy County Constable PO Box 901 Sebastian TX 78580-1940
Ms. Elizabeth Barnhart Willacy County Tax Assessor Collector 190 North Third Street Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Dora Perez Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 4 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor Courthouse Raymondville TX 78520
The Honorable Migdalia Lopez Willacy County 197th District Judge P.O. Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78580-1940
Constable Juan Mendoza Willacy County Constable 190 North Third Street Raymondville TX 78580
The Honorable Juan Salinas Willacy County Justice of the Peace, Pct. 4 494 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
The Honorable Juan Silva Jr. Willacy County Justice of the Peace, Pct. 3 494 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
The Honorable Yesenia Rosas Willacy County Justice of the Peace, Pct 1 494 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
The Honorable George Solis Willacy County Justice of the Peace, Pct. 2 494 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
The Honoralble Rudy Cantu Willacy County Justice of the Peace, Pct. 5 494 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
Sheriff Larry Spence Willacy County Sheriff 1371 Industrial Drive Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Constable Hector Tijerina Willacy County Constable, Pct. 2 305 S. 10th St. Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Fred Serrato Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 3 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor Courthouse Raymondville TX 78569
Constable Ben Vera Willacy County Constable, Pct. 3 P.O. Box 105 Lyford TX 78580
Mr. Bernard W. Ammerman Willacy County District Attorney 546 W. Hidalgo Ave. 2nd Floor Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Omar Cavazos Willacy County Agricultural Extension Office County Extension Agent 170 N 3rd Street Raymondville TX 78580-9802
Mr. Orlando Correa Willacy County Appraisal District Board of Trustees Rt. 2, Box 256 Raymondville TX 78580-9802
Mr. Wilburn Malm Willacy County Appraisal District Board of Trustees Rt. 2, Box 256 Raymondville TX 78580-9802
Mr. John Solis Willacy County Appraisal District Board of Trustees Rt. 2, Box 256 Raymondville TX 78580-9802
Mr. Gilbert Tristan Willacy County Appraisal District Board of Trustees Rt. 2, Box 256 Raymondville TX 78580-9802
Ms. Elizabeth Barnhart Willacy County Appraisal District Board of Trustees Rt. 2, Box 256 Raymondville TX 78580-9802
Mr. Agustin Lopez Willacy County Appraisal District Chief Appraiser Rt. 2, Box 256 Raymondville TX 78569

Willacy County Drainage District No. 1 P.O. Box 20 Lyford TX 78580
Willacy County Drainage District No. 2 P.O. Box 898 Raymondville TX 78580

Mr. Charles Burns Willacy County Farm Bureau President PO BOX 775 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Norma Cole Willacy County Historical Commission Rt 1 Box 72 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Mardie Acevedo Willacy County Hospital District Administrator 1623 S. 15th Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner Tony Trevino Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Secretary Port Commission 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Chairman Thomas Rains, Jr. Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Port Chairman 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner Robert Hulen Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Pro-Tem Chairman 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. John Cameron Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Port Director/General Manager 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner Mark Brown Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Commissioner 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner BJ Powell Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Secretary 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Ken Trevino Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend 520 N. Staples Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Wiley McIlwain A G Homes 424 South County Road 114 Riviera TX 78379

Abundant Life Assembly of God Church 101 North O Street Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. E. Ray Covey AEP Manager, Economic Development Texas P.O. Box 2121 Corpus Christi TX 78403-2121
Mr. Harold Ashley AEP Texas Kingsville EDC Board Member 2600 E. Corral Kingsville TX 78363

Agua Viva Minstries 934 W. Price Rd. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Kevin Alford Alford Insurance Agency PO BOX 4990 Brownsville TX 78523
Mr. Jeff Alford Alford Insurance Agency PO BOX 4990 Brownsville TX 78523

All Saints Episcopal Church 499 N. Reagan St. San Benito TX 78586
Mr. Kamiesh Bhakta America's Best Value Inn 6232 Highway 77 Riviera TX 78379

Annaville Baptist Church 4025 Violet Road Corpus Christi TX 78410
Annaville Seventh Day Church 2710 Violet Road Corpus Christi TX 78410

Chief Michael Clack Annaville VFD Fire Chief 11551 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78410-3415
Apostolic Assembly 2011 Rancho Viejo Ave. Brownsville TX 78521
Apostolic Assembly Church 1005 South M Street Harlingen TX 78550
Apostolic Tabernacle Church 5358 Riverview Robstown TX 78380

Mr. Albert Hinojosa, P.E. Area Engineer Federal Highway Administration 300 E. 8th Street, RM 826 Austin TX 78701
Arlington Heights Community Church 9550 Leopard St. Corpus Christi TX 78410

Mr. Cody Fry Armstrong Ranch P.O. Box 426 Armstrong TX 78338
Ms. Lynn Brezosky Associated Press/Valley Morning Star Reporter 1310 S. Commerce Harlingen TX 78551
Ms. Sandra Alvarez AT&T Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 406 N. Carancahua, Room 231 Corpus Christi TX 78401



Atlas Tubular LP PO Box 431 Robstown TX 78380
Baffin Bay Water Supply Corporation Route 1, Box 26-D Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Tommy Ballenger Ballenger Construction 24200 N. FM 509 Harlingen TX 78550
Ballenger Construction Company 24200 N FM 509 Harlingen TX 78550

Ms. Sylvia Buentello Bank of America-RADC Board Banking Center Manager 104 N. Upshaw Robstown TX 78380
Baptist Temple San Benito 1201 N. Reagan St. San Benito TX 78586

Dudley & Sue Marschall Barn Door Restaurant P.O. Box 9 Riviera TX 78379
Bay Ltd P.O. Box 9908 Corpus Christi TX 78469
Bethel Lutheran Church 277 W. Seventh Lyford TX 78569
Bethel Methodist Church 1103 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
Bible Believers Baptist Church 13130 Leopard St. #B Corpus Christi TX 78410
Bishop Chamber of Commerce P.O. Box 426 Bishop TX 78343

Ms. Christina Gutierrez Bishop Cons ISD Superintendent 719 E Sixth St. Bishop TX 78343-2708
Mr. Jerry Faske Bishop Driscoll Drainage District #3 4677 CR 6 Bishop TX 78383
Ms. Kim Johnson Blanton & Associates 5 Lakeway Centre Court, Suite 200 Austin TX 78734
Mr. Jason Schindler Blanton & Associates 5 Lakeway Centre Court, Suite 200 Austin TX 78734

Borderland Christian Church 299 E. Heywood St. San Benito TX 78586
Ms. Jennifer Bowen Bates Bowen Enterprises P.O. Box 3707 Corpus Christi TX 78463

Bring Your Bible Baptist Church 2801 Elk St. Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Jose Galvan Brownsville & Matamoros Bridge Company President/CEO 1300 Mexico Blvd Brownsville TX 78522
Ms. Reba Cardenas McNair Brownsville Chamber of Commerce Immediate Past Chairman 1603 E. Price Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Ms. Angela Burton Brownsville Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 1600 University Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Lenny Perez Brownsville City Fire Department Fire Chief 1010 East Adams Street Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Lenny Perez Brownsville City Fire Department Fire Chief 1010 East Adams Street Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Bill Young Brownsville City Hall Public Information Officer PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520

Brownsville Community Fellowship 2390 Central Blvd., Suite S Brownsville TX 78520
Brownsville Community Fellowship Church 2414 Central Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Brownsville Community Foundation 275 Jose Marti, Suite B Brownsville TX 78521

Mr. David Betancourt Brownsville Community Improvement Corporation Vice Chair 1001 E. Elizabeth Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Mariano "Bean" Ayala Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau President/CEO 605 FM 802 - Box 4697 Brownsville TX 78523
Mr. Jason Hilts Brownsville Economic Development Council President 301 Mexico Street, Suite F-1 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Orlando Campos Brownsville Economic Development Council 301 Mexico St, Ste. F-1 Brownsville TX 78520

Brownsville Herald Business Editor P.O. Box 351 Brownsville TX 78520
Ms. Carmen Zacarias Brownsville Historical Association Executive Director 1325 E. Washington Brownsville TX 78520

Brownsville Irrigation District 6925 Coffee Port Road Brownsville TX 78521
Brownsville Lifecenter 3181 FM 802 Brownsville TX 78526
Brownsville Medical Center 1040 West Jefferson Brownsville TX 78520
Brownsville Missionay Baptist Church 4425 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville TX 78526

Ms. Luanne James Brownsville Public Library - Main Branch Director 2600 Central Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Jesus Campos Brownsville Public Library-Southmost Branch Branch Manager 4320 Southmost Blvd. Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Jorge de Leon Brownsville Public Utilities Board 700 S. Iowa Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Eddy Hernandez Brownsville Public Utilities Board 1425 RobinHood Drive Brownsville TX 78523
Mr. M.M. Vicars Brownsville South Padre Island International Airport Director of Aviation 700 S. Minnesota Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. John Reed Brownsville South Padre Island International Airport 700 S. Minnesota Brownsville TX 78521
Ms. Elida Garza Brownsville Urban System Assistant Director 700 Jose Colunga Brownsville TX 78521
Ms. Norma Zamora Brownsville Urban System Director 700 Jose Colunga Jr. Street Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Burt Bull Bull Ranches Kingsville EDC Advisory Board P.O. Box 228 Sarita TX 78385

Kenneth Haunschild C/O Catherine Haunschild PO Box 1553 Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Sara Portales C/O Doreen P. Guiterrez et al 1454 Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343

Pablo & Tomasa Gonzalez C/O Ysabel Christina Gonzalez 1204 E. Meadow Brook Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Debbie Tiffee Cadillac Cowgirls 810 W. King Kingsville TX 78363

Calallen Baptist Church 13505 IH 37 Corpus Christi TX 78410
Calvario Assembly Church of Christ 746 Sonora Avenue Raymondville TX 78580
Calvary Baptist Church 1815 N. 7th St. Harlingen TX 78550

Ms. Veronica Corey Cantwell Chrysler 2151 N. Hwy 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. John Torrey Carabelas de Colon Historical Foundation 7253 Yaupon Drive Corpus Christi TX 78414

Carlos Ortiz Ministries 4501 W. Expressway 83 Harlingen TX 78552
Most Reverend Daniel E Flores Catholic Diocese of Brownsville Bishop 1910 University Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Rudy Morales Celanese Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 428 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Rich White Celanese P.O. Box 428 Bishop TX 78343

Central Baptist Church 122 W. Filmore Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Central Christian Church 1100 E. Alton Gloor Blvd. Brownsville TX 78526
Centro Cristiano Del Discipulado 351 E. Los Ebanos Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Centro de Alabanza y Poder 297 S. McCullough St. San Benito TX 78586

Ms. Pearl Fry Century 21 DELA Group 102 S. Clubhouse Road Brownsville TX 78521
Ms. Jannese Cotton Knaus Charlene Cotton 1992 Family Trust PO Box 1029 Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Noel Aguilar Charter Bank/RADC Board Vice President P.O. Box 10306 Corpus Christi TX 78460



Christ the King Catholic Church 2255 Southmost Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Christ United Methodist Church 1120 Senator Carlos Truan Blvd Kingsville TX 78363
Christian Fellowship Church of Brownsville 2855 Paredes Line Rd. Brownsville TX 78526
Christian Missionary & Alliance Church 726 Orange Heights Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Christian Revival Center 4202 Violet Road Corpus Christi TX 78410
Christian Service 17 Cedar St. Brownsville TX 78521
Christian Training Centre of Texas 4486 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville TX 78521

Mr. Norman McBridge Christus Spohn Hospital-Kleberg Kingsville EDC Board Member 1311 General Cavazos Kingsville TX 78363
Church Central Baptist 201 E. Avenue D Robstown TX 78380
Church Holy Bible 2015 Ellie Lane Harlingen TX 78552

Mr. Davila Ruperro Church of Christ 399 N. Sam Houston Blvd. San Benito TX 78586
Church of Christ 412 E. Main Bishop TX 78343
Church of Christ 2200 N. 7th St. Harlingen TX 78550
Church of Christ 801 E. Harrison Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Church of Christ 750 S. 9th Street Raymondville TX 78580
Church of Christ 301 W. Avenue J. Robstown TX 78380
Church of Christi Arlington Heights 2722 Rand Morgan Corpus Christi TX 78410
Church of Christi of Latter Day Saints 637 West Avenue F Robstown TX 78380
Church of God of Prophecy 1225 E. Lott Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
Church of God Prophecy 1201 North R St. Harlingen TX 78550
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 2320 Haine Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Church of the Epiphany 206 N. 3rd Kingsville TX 78363
Church of the Good Shepherd Hall 2645 Tulipan St. Brownsville TX 78521
Church of the Redeemer 2354 Old Spanish Trail Brownsville TX 78520
Church St. Joseph 1001 W. Highway 77 San Benito TX 78586
Church Vision 1435 S. McCullough St. San Benito TX 78586

Ms. Leslie Blakey Coalition for America's Gateways and Trade Corridors Executive Director 1111 19th St SW, Ste 800 Washington DC 20036
Coastal Bend Baptist Association 712 West D Avenue Kingsville TX 78363

Ms. Ann Harrell Coastal Bend College Director, Kingsville Campus 1814 S. Brahma Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. John Buckner Coastal Bend Council of Governments Executive Director P.O. Box 9909 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9909

Coastal Bend Fellowship 1500 E. Cesar Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Jeff Howerton Coastal Bend Guides Association 16702 FM 624 Robstown TX 78380-9715
Mr. John Wooten Coastal Bend Guides Association 1514 Melanie Lane Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Lynn Yaklin Coldwell Banker Kingsville EDC Board Member 515 E. King Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Robert McCreight Coldwell Banker 515 E. King Kingsville TX 78363

Community of Christ 210 S. 27th St. Harlingen TX 78550
Congregation Jehovas Witness 601 N. Teege St. Harlingen TX 78550

Mr. Clyde Allen Consultant Kingsville EDC Board Member 722 W. Lee Ave. Kingsville TX 78364
Convenant Presbyterian Church 2701 N. 7th St. Harlingen TX 78550

Ms. Lynda Whitton Corpus Christi Public Library - Northwest Branch Branch Manager 3202 Mckinzie Rd Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Terry Arnold Corpus Christi Transfer Co. P.O. Box 123 Corpus Christi TX 78403-0123

County Tabernacle Church 5818 FM 666 Robstown TX 78380
Cristo Jesus-La Luz Del Mundo 2005 N Coria St. Brownsville TX 78520
Dairy Queen 1000 N. Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78374

Mr. Scott Dodds Dodds & Associates Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 1120 Kingsville TX 78364
Dolly Vinsant Memorial Hospital PO Box 42 San Benito TX 78586

Mr. Eric Hamons Driscoll Foundation Director of Adminstration and Fiance 615 N. Upper Broadway # 1635 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Craig Shook Driscoll Foundation Director of Farm and Ranch Operations 615 N. Upper Broadway # 1635 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Ronnie Smith Driscoll Grain Cooperative, Inc. President P.O. Box 208 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Eddie Yaklin Eddie Yaklin Ford Nissan 2501 S. Hwy. 77 Kingsville TX 78363

El Buen Pastor Church 718 Curtis St. Harlingen TX 78550
El Buen Samaritan Methodist Church 806 W. Grant Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
El Buen United Methodist Church 416 N. 9th Kingsville TX 78363
El Calvario Lutheran Church 1157 E. Monroe St. Brownsville TX 78520
El Jardin Water Supply Corporation 5250 Coffeeport Rd., Ste. D Brownsville TX 78521
El Redentor Church 214 W. Avenue E Robstown TX 78380
Emanuel Christian Church 1624 E. Santa Gertrudis Kingsville TX 78363
Epiphany Episcopal Church 688 W. Kimball Raymondville TX 78580
Episcopal Church of the Advent 104 W. Elizabeth St. Brownsville TX 78520
Faith Christian Fellowship 322 E. Taylor St. Harlingen TX 78550
Faith Presbyterian Church 1154 Los Ebanos Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Faith Tabernacle UPC Church 622 E. Jefferson St. Harlingen TX 78550

Ransom & Martha JeaDouglass Family Properties LTD 2956 FM 892 Robstown TX 78380
First Assembly of God Church 1727 Senator Carlos Truan Blvd Kingsville TX 78363
First Assembly of God Church 195 E. Rodriguez Raymondville TX 78580
First Assembly of God Church 610 E. Avenue I Robstown TX 78380
First Assembly of God Latin 221 E. Lincoln Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
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First Baptist Church 311 E. 5th Bishop TX 78343
First Baptist Church 1600 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
First Baptist Church P.O. Box 751 Kingsville TX 78364
First Baptist Church 301 N. 5th Raymondville TX 78580
First Baptist Church of Harlingen 501 E. Van Buren Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
First Christian Church 421 South 13th St. Harlingen TX 78550
First Christian Church 1900 S. Brahma Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363
First Christian Church 400 N. Reagan St. San Benito TX 78586
First Church of God 1721 Morgan Blvd. Harlingen TX 78550
First Church of the Nazarene 2001 North 7th St. Harlingen TX 78550
First Church of the Nazarene 490 N. Crockett St. San Benito TX 78586

Mr. Brian Coufal First Community Bank Kingsville EDC Board Member 1629 Brahma Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363
First Methodist Church 403 Glen D. Lofton Street Lyford TX 78569
First Presbyterian Church 435 Palm Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
First Presbyterian Church 5312 Rustic Manor Brownsville TX 78526
First Presbyterian Church 402 E. Jackson St. Harlingen TX 78550
First Presbyterian Church 302 W. Kleberg Avenue Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Sam Keach First State Bank of Odem-RADC Board Business Dev. Officer P.O. Box 1192 Robstown TX 78380
First United Methodist Church 804 E. 6th Bishop TX 78343
First United Methodist Church 230 W. Kleberg Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
First United Methodist Church 1293 S. 10th Raymondville TX 78580
First United Methodist Church 107 N. 4th Robstown TX 78380
First United Methodist Church of Brownsville 1225 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
First United Metodist Church 321 E. Harrison Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
First United Pentecostal Church 508 S. 10th Kingsville TX 78363
Foremost Paving Company P.O. Box 29 Weslaco TX 78586
Four Square Church Study 788 W. Hidalgo Avenue Raymondville TX 78580
Friendship Baptist Church 527 W. Fordyce Avenue Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Mike Fontaine Fulenwider Chrysler Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 2151 N. Hw  77 Kingsville TX 78363
Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship International 2600 Old Alice Rd., Ste. A Brownsville TX 78521
G & T Paving Company P.O. Box 5136 Brownsville TX 78537

Mr. Fil Garcia GARCO 1632 E. Santa Gertrudis Kingsville TX 78363
Garden Park Community Network Center 1700 Highway 281 Brownsville TX 78520
Gateway Baptist Church 9774 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78410
Genesis Baptist Church 1501 W. Jefferson Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Gideon's International 816 Dixieland Rd. Harlingen TX 78552
Grace Bible Church 913 E. Harrison Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Grace United Methodist Church 11222 Leopard St. Corpus Christi TX 78410

Ms. Helen Groves Groves Alexander Stockholder of King Ranch Inc. C/O Arms 700 N. St. Mary's # 1200 San Antonio TX 78205
Mr. David Noe Garza Gulf Aircraft Aviation Services P.O. Box 530819 Harlingen TX 78551
Mr. John Calloway Gulf Coast Coop President 112 W. Wagner Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Danny Butler H. Yturria Land and Cattle Company P.O. Box 1208 Brownsville TX 78522

Haas-Anderson Construction Ltd P.O. Box 7692 Corpus Christi TX 78469
Harbur & Harbur LP 2345 Pollex Corpus Christi TX 78415

Mr. Mark Moeller H-E-B Kingsville EDC Board Member 409 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
Heldenfels Enterprise, Inc. (Engineering & Estimating) 1401 N. Navigation Corpus Christi TX 78407
Heldenfels Enterprises, Inc. (Headquarters office) 5700 IH 35 South San Marcos TX 78666
Hino Electric Power Company 2759 W. Business 83 Harlingen TX 78552

Mr. Alex Hinojosa Hino Gas Sales, Inc. PO Box 1910 Harlingen TX 78551
Holy Bible Church 1217 E. Tyler Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Holy Family Church 2405 E. Tyler St. Brownsville TX 78520-6750
Hosanna Assembly of God 2400 EL Jardin Heights Rd. Brownsville TX 78526

Dr. Lanny Hall Howard Payne University President 3700 E. Harrison Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. James Howze Howze Partnership Box 145 Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Jerry Armitage HRM Consultants 1917 Dutton Drive, Suite F San Marcos TX 78666
Mr. Gary Bushell I-69 Alliance Texas 1210 San Antonio, Ste. 204 Austin TX 78701
Ms. Tina L. Brown, P.E. I-69 Corridor Study GEC 7745 Chevy Chase Drive Austin TX 78752
Mr. Michael Sexton, P.E. I-69 Mobility Partners 7600 Chevy Chase Drive, Building Two, Su Austin TX 78752

Iglesia Bautista 688 W. Main Raymondville TX 78580
Iglesia Bautista Cristo El Rey 211 E. Main Ave Robstown TX 78380
Iglesia Bautista Fundamental 2618 Eduardo Ave. Brownsville TX 78526
Iglesia Bautista Horeb 309 N. Vermillion Ave. Brownsville TX 78521
Iglesia Bautista Southmost 2515 International Blvd. Brownsville TX 78521
Iglesia Bautista Southside 1000 Ruben Chavez Road Robstown TX 78380
Iglesia Bautista West Brownsville 925 W. Saint Charles St. Brownsville TX 78520
Iglesia de Cristo 299 S. Dick Dowling St. San Benito TX 78586
Iglesia de Dios 397 Hidalgo St. San Benito TX 78586



 

Iglesia de Evangelico Completo 1302 South 1st St. Harlingen TX 78550
Iglesia Del Dios Vivo La Luz 798 W. Yturria Raymondville TX 78580
Iglesia Menonita Del Cordero 1033 N. Minnesota Ave. Brownsville TX 78521
Iglesia Metodista Unida El Buen Pastor 435 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Iglesia Oasis de Bendacion 1218 Morningside Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Iglesia Presbiteriana Getsemani P.O. Box 585 San Benito TX 78586
Iglesia Presbiteriana San Pablo 2604 Southmost Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Iglesia Roca Assembly of God 76 Mebec Court Brownsville TX 78521
Iglesia Sendero de la Fe 303 Western Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Immaculate Conception Cathedral 1218 E. Jefferson St. Brownsville TX 78520
In His Presence Church 104 Barcelon Ave. Brownsville TX 78526
Ithaca Investments LMTD PO Box 461406 San Antonio TX 78246
J.L. Barth Company 210 Fox Road Refugio TX 78377

Mr. John Mack, P.E. Jacobs  Engineering Senior Project Manager 2705 Bee Cave Rd. Suite 300 Austin TX 78746-5688
Mr. Matt Johnson Jacobs Engineering Cost/Schedule Analyst 2705 Bee Ca  ve Rd.Ste 300 Austin TX 78746-5688
Mr. William F. Radford (Trustee) Jane F. Radford Trust 218 N. CR 1080 Kingsville TX 78363

Jehovah's Witnesses 2501 La Feria Rd. Brownsville TX 78520
Jehovah's Witnesses 465 E. Yturria Raymondville TX 78580
Jehovah's Witnesses Congregation 1708 S. 6th Kingsville TX 78363
Jehovah's Witnesses-West Congregation 4035 Starlite Lane Corpus Christi TX 78410

Mr. Jerry L. Funk Jerry L. Funk Family Investments 1005 N. Stack Circle Harlingen TX 78550
Jimmy Closner & Sons Construction Inc. P. O. Box 170 Mercedes TX 78570

General Marc Cisneros John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial Foundation Chief Executive Officer & Executive Vice 555 North Carancahua, Tower II, Suite 1700Corpus Christi TX 78478
Mr. William Johnston Johnston Business Partner 522 61st Street Kenosha WA 53143

Ken E. Andrews & Company Inc. PO Box 870849 Mesquite TX 75187
Mr. Homero Vera Kenedy Memorial Foundation P.O. Box 70 Sarita TX 78385
Mr. Joe Stiles Kenedy Trust P.O.Box 130 Kingsville TX 78364
Dr. John Robb Kenedy Trust c/o Frost National Bank - Trust Department 100 W. Houston Street San Antonio TX 78296

KGBT-TV Channel 4 (RGV) News Director 9202 West Expressway 83 Harlingen TX 78552
Mr. Daniel Morales King Ranch P.O. Box 1090 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Scott Moore King Ranch P.O. Box 1090 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Mitch Hutchcraft King Ranch Vice President - Real Estate 3602 Colonial Court Ft Myers FL 33913
Mr. Bob Kinnan King Ranch, Inc. Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 1418 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Robert Underbrink King Ranch, Inc. President 3 River Way, Suite 1600 Houston TX 77056
Mr. David Delaney King Ranch, Inc. PO Box 1090 Kingsville TX 78364

King Star Baptist Church 605 S. 2nd Kingsville TX 78363
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah Witness 201 West. Loop 499 Harlingen TX 78550
King's Inn 1116 S. County Road 2270 Riviera TX 78379
Kingsville 171 LTD PO Box 151 Corpus Christi TX 78403

Mr. Robert McCreight Kingsville Board of Realtors Kingsville P&Z 1143 W Richard Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Glen Barbier Kingsville Insurance Agency 217 Otis Avenue Kingsville TX 78363-7026
Mr. Bob Odom Kingsville Record PO Box 951 Kingsville TX 78364

Kingsville Record/Bishop News News Room P.O. Box 951 Kingsville TX 78363-0951
Mr. Joe Henkel Kleberg Bank Kingsville EDC Board Member 100 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Chad Stary Kleberg Bank Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 100 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Fran Sharpe Kleberg County Historical Commission 414 University Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Jerry Tanner Kleberg County Republican Party Chairman 1620 ST. MARIA Kingsville TX 78363

Kleberg Holdings Inc. 3430 Hwy 77 South Kingsville TX 78363
Kleberg Holdings Inc. 4747 McLane Parkway Temple TX 76503

Mr. John Ford Kleberg-Kenedy Co. Agricultural Extension Office County Extension Agent P.O. Box 1119 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Robert Wagner Kleberg-Kenedy Co. Farm Bureau President PO BOX 5151 Kingsville TX 78364

KVEO NBC 23 News Room 394 N. Expressway Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Stephen Fuchs La Paloma Ranch P.O. Box 266 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Della Serna La Paloma Ranch P.O. Box 331 Riviera TX 78379
Chief Rolando Velasquez Lasara Volunteer Fire Department Fire Chief RR 2 Box 672A Raymondville TX 78580-9649

Latin American Assembly of God Church 1605 S. Sam Houston St. San Benito TX 78586
Dr. Gilbert Alvarado Latin American Council President 401 Morelos Rancho Viejo TX 78575

Latin Church of the Nazarene 1266 E. Kenedy Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
Father Francis Kelly Nemeck Lebh Shomea House of Prayer P.O. Box 9 Sarita TX 78385

Liberty Baptist Church 10919 Up River Road Corpus Christi TX 78410
Lighthouse Baptist Church 3900 FM 511 Brownsville TX 78526
Lirio de los Valles Church 428 W. Avenue B Kingsville TX 78363
Lirio de los Valles Church 305 Winchell St. San Benito TX 78586
Liriode Los Valles Church 730 Curtis St. Harlingen TX 78550
Livingway Family Church 2005 Mercedes Rd. Brownsville TX 78520

Mr. Gonzalo Salazar Los Fresnos Cons ISD Superintendent 600 N. Mesquite Los Fresnos TX 78566
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Los Vecinos Mission Bautista 1314 W. Filmore Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Ken Jones Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council Executive Director 311 N. 15th Street McAllen TX 78501

Lutheran Church Our Redeemer 1210 W. Grant Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Eduardo Infante Lyford ISD Superintendent PO Box 220 Lyford TX 78569-0220
Chief Timothy Krantz, Jr. Lyford Volunteer Fire Department Fire Chief P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0367
Mr. Mike Cain Lyondell Chemical Company-RADC Board Plant Manager Box 10940 Corpus Christi TX 78469

Mayfield Baptist Church 1106 Mayfield Corpus Christi TX 78410
McAllen Construction P.O. Box 3244 McAllen TX 78502
McLeod USA Telecommunications Services Inc. C/O McLAttn: Lease Administration #829 15 E. Fifth Street Suite 1500 Tulsa OK 74103
Mesiah Lutheran Church 4102 Trinity River Corpus Christi TX 78410

Mr. Pat Townsend, Jr. Mission Economic Development Authority 901 Business Park Drive, Suite 200 Mission TX 78572
Missionary Sisters-Jesus Mary Church 12940 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 181 E. Wood Raymondville TX 78580
Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church 730 E. Avenue F Robstown TX 78380

Mr. John Michael, P.E. Naismith Engineering 4501 Gollihar Rd. Corpus Christi TX 78411
Captain Mark McLaughlin NAS Kingsville Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 554 McCain St. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Phil Neessen Neessen Chevrolet Kingsville EDC Board Member 2007 S. Highway 77 Kingsville TX 78363

New Life Baptist Mission Church 14358 FM 624 Corpus Christi TX 78410
New Life Center United Pentecostal Church P.O. Box 3374 Brownsville TX 78523-3374
New Life Church of God 1269 E. Kleberg Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
New Wine Fellowship Church 13024 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78410
Newspaper El Bravo News Room 1144 E. Lincoln Brownsville TX 78521
North Way Bible Church 2707 N. Shirley St. Harlingen TX 78550
Northwest Baptist Church 2011 Callicoatte Corpus Christi TX 78410

Ms. Anna Mercado Flores Northwest Business Association President P.O. Box 10807 Corpus Christi TX 78460
Mr. Frank Wilson Nueces Electric Kingsville EDC Advisory Board P.O. Box 1032 Robstown TX 78380
Mr. John Sims Nueces Electric Cooperative General Manage P.O. Box 1032 Robstown TX 78380

Elvia Aguilar Olivarri & Associates, Inc. 921 N. Chaparral St., #210 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Olmito Water Supply Corporation P.O. Box 36 Olmito TX 78575
Open Door Church of Brownsville 409 W. 2nd St. Brownsville TX 78520
Our Lady of Assumption Church 1313 W. Buchanan St. Harlingen TX 78550
Our Lady of Consolation Church RR 1 Box 21 Riviera TX 78379
Our Lady of Good Counsel 1102 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church 1055 Military Road Brownsville TX 78520

Father Francisco Acosta Our Lady of Guadalupe Church PO Box 4900 Brownsville TX 78523
Father Ed Couch Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 103 S. Main St. Sarita TX 78385

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 693 N. 3rd Raymondville TX 78580
Our Lady Queen of the Universe Church 121 Garrison Dr. San Benito TX 78586

Mr. Will Paul Wright Paisano Ranch 142 CR 233 Falfurrias TX 78355
Palm Valley Estates Utility District 1313 Stuart Place, Route 4 Harlingen TX 78552
Parkwood Bible Church 901 S. 25th St. Harlingen TX 78550

Mr. James Risken Patrick A. Risken Ranch Trust 137 Saluria Port Lavaca TX 77979
Pax Christi Institute 4601 Calallen Drive Corpus Christi TX 78410
Peaceful Holiness Church 616 W. Doddridge Kingsville TX 78363
Pentecostal Church 201 W. Jackson St. Brownsville TX 78520

Ms. Betty Wells Port Isabel Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 421 E. Queen Isabella Blvd. Port Isabel TX 78578
Portway Baptist Church 2000 N. Minnesota Ave. Brownsville TX 78521

Mr. Todd Trotter Price Road Church of Christ 2434 E. Price Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Primera Iglesia Bautista P.O. Box 280 Sebastian TX 78594
Primera Iglesia Cristiana 589 W. Rodriguez Raymondville TX 78580
Primitive Baptist Church 3618 Violet Road Corpus Christi TX 78410
Prince of Peace Church 1100 Park Avenue Lyford TX 78569
Proam Texas Inc. One Liberty Plaza Liberty MO 64068

Mr. Otto Ewers PROCO Kingsville EDC Board Member 129 W. Hisache Ave. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Robert Cantwell Quality Chrysler 2151 N. Hwy. 77 Kingsville TX 78363

Rancho Viejo Volunteer Fire Department P.O. Box 847 Olmito TX 78575
Raymondville Wesleyan Church 514 W. Raymond Raymondville TX 78580

Ms. Virginia Barron Reber Memorial Library Director 193 N. Fourth Raymondville TX 78580
Reorganized Church of Jesus 4245 Nolford Place Corpus Christi TX 78410
Repcon, Inc. P.O. Box 9609 Corpus Christi TX 78469
Resource Center of Mission 10500 Stonewall Blvd. Corpus Christi TX 78410
Restauracion Y Poder Church 4150 Coffeeport Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Resurrection Lutheran Church 201 Princess Drive Corpus Christi TX 78410
Retama Park Baptist Church 515 General Cavazos Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Guy Wallace Revocable Living Trust 697 E. FM 628 Riviera TX 78379
Ricardo Baptist Church 221 N. School Road Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Steve Taylor Rio Grande Guardian P.O. Box 5057 McAllen TX 78502-5057



Rio Grande Palms Water District 27715 State Highway 100 San Benito TX 78586
Mr. Julian Alvarez Rio Grande Valley Partnership President/CEO P.O. Box 1499 Weslaco TX 78599-1499
Ms. Anneliese McMinn Rio Hondo ISD Superintendent 215 W. Colorado Rio Hondo TX 78583-0220
Mr. Ernest Garza River Acres Water Supply Corporation 15449 Northwest Blvd., Suite Robstown TX 78380-5927

River Hills Baptist Church 16318 FM 624 Robstown TX 78380
Riverwood Church 12150 IH-37 Corpus Christi TX 78410

Ms. Karen Unterbrink Riviera ISD Superintendent 203 Seahawk Riviera TX 78379-3500
Mr. Bill Colston Riviera Telephone Co. Kingsville EDC Board Member 103 S. 8th Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Edwin Mittag Riviera Truck & Auto P.O. Box 68 Riviera TX 78379

Riviera Volunteer Fire Department P.O. Box 367 Riviera TX 78379-0367
Riviera Water Control Improvement District P.O. Box 430 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Ron Davidson Robert Claude East Ranch 634 Elizabeth Road San Antonio TX 78209
Robert Claude East Ranch P.O. Box 146 Hebbronville TX 78361

Mr. Robert Rodriguez Robert J. Kleberg Public Library Director 220 N. 4th St. Kingsville TX 78363
Robstown Area Development Commission P.O. Box 111 Robstown TX 78380

Mr. Ernesto Gallegos Robstown Fire Dept. Fire Chief 516 E Avenue B Robstown TX 78380-3344
Ms. Laura Young Robstown Housing Authority-RADC Board Executive Director 625 W. Ave. F Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Jeff Lambert Rolls Royce NAS Kingsville PO Box YY Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Ron Whitlock Ron Whitlock Reports P.O. Box 62 Raymondville TX 78580

Saint Luke Catholic Church 2800 Rockwell Dr. Brownsville TX 78521
San Benito Chamber of Commerce 210 East Heywood San Benito TX 78586

Mr. Jose Gonzalez San Benito Cons ISD Superintendent 240 N Crockett St. San Benito TX 78586-4608
Ms. Cindy Hart San Benito Public Library Director 101 West Rose Street San Benito TX 78586

San Felipe de Jesus 2217 Rancho Viejo Ave. Brownsville TX 78526
Spanish Church of Nazarene 1025 W. Hanson St. Harlingen TX 78550
St. Alban's Episcopal Church 1417 E. Austin Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church 13026 Leopard Corpus Christi TX 78410
St. Anthony Catholic Church 1015 E. Van Buren Harlingen TX 78550
St. Anthony Catholic Church 464 S. 1st Raymondville TX 78580
St. Anthony's Baptist Church 201 George Avenue Robstown TX 78380
St. Anthony's Church 204 Dunne Avenue Robstown TX 78380
St. Benedicts Church 351 S. Bowie St. San Benito TX 78586
St. Eugene Demazenod Church 5409 Austin Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
St. Gertrudes Church 1120 S. 8th St. Kingsville TX 78363
St. James Catholic Church 601 W. 3rd Bishop TX 78343
St. James Church 2634 Old Port Isabel Rd. Brownsville TX 78526
St. John Catholic Church 603 N. 1st Robstown TX 78380
St. John Lutheran Church 3316 County Road 48 Robstown TX 78380
St. John Lutheran Church 1000 N. Crockett St. San Benito TX 78586
St. John's Lutheran Church 301 E. Main Bishop TX 78343
St. Joseph Catholic Church 624 W. Saint Francis St. Brownsville TX 78520
St. Joseph's Church 1400 Brookshire Kingsville TX 78363
St. Martin Catholic Church 715 N. 8th Kingsville TX 78363
St. Mary's Catholic Church 1914 Barnard Rd. Brownsville TX 78520
St. Mary's Catholic Church 4849 Cynthia Corpus Christi TX 78410
St. Paul Church 530 W. Ragland Kingsville TX 78363
St. Paul Lutheran Church 602 Morgan Blvd. Harlingen TX 78550
St. Paul Lutheran Church 521 E. Doddridge Kingsville TX 78363
St. Paul Methodist 531 W. Warren Kingsville TX 78363
St. Paul's Episcopal Church 1626 Taft St. Brownsville TX 78521
St. Peter Prince the Apostle Church 3901 Violet Corpus Christi TX 78410
St. Thomas Aquinas Church 1119 W. Santa Gertrudis Kingsville TX 78363
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 16602 FM 624 Robstown TX 78380
St. Vivians Mission 3516 FM 665 Robstown TX 78380
Star of Zion Baptist Church 704 E. Avenue  F Robstown TX 78380

Mr. Sam Nelson State Farm Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 1592 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Mike Choate Stripes 2935 Cactus Corpus Christi TX 78415
Mr. Gene Clancy Stripes 2935 Cactus Corpus Christi TX 78415
Ms. Maggie Salinas STWA Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 111 N. 5th St. Kingsville TX 78363

Sunglow Fellowship Centers 944 E. Los Ebanos Boulevard Brownsville TX 78520
Sunny Dew Water Supply Corporation P.O. Box 754 Raymondville TX 78580

Mr. Chip Bonner Susser Holding Corporation Executive Vice President 4433 Baldwin Corpus Christi TX 78408
Mr. Jerry Susser Susser Holding Corporation Vice President Real Estate 4433 Baldwin Corpus Christi TX 78408

Templo Betel Assembly of God 628 E. Richard Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
Templo Cristiano 414 E. 12th St. Brownsville TX 78520
Templo Ebenezer C/O Santos Saenz P.O. Box 675 Bishop TX 78343
Templo Ebenezer 124 E. Main Ave. Driscoll TX 78351



Templo el Buen Samaritano 2402 Jeffrey Ave. Brownsville TX 78521
Templo Emmanuel Assembly 845 W. Levee St. Brownsville TX 78520
Templo Jerusalem 44 Western Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Templo Jerusalem 321 W. Main Avenue Robstown TX 78380
Templo Shekina 102 W. Park Dr. Brownsville TX 78520
Templo Sion Pentecostal Holiness Church 318 W. Avenue B Robstown TX 78380

Dr. Steven Tallant Texas A&M University-Kingsville Kingsville EDC Board Member 700 University MSC 101 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Mitch Thomas Thomas Ranch P O Box 717 Raymondville TX 78580

Trinity Lutheran Church 901 Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Trinity Lutheran Church 401 W. King Avenue Kingsville TX 78363
Un Ejercito Para Cristo 1555 W. Adams St. Brownsville TX 78520
United Pentecostal Church 1255 E. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580
United Way of Southern Cameron County PO Box 511 Brownsville TX 78522
Unity Church of Brownsville 4920 Robindale Rd. Brownsville TX 78526
Universal Church of Kingdom 1401 E. Wachington St. Brownsville TX 78520
University Baptist Church 1324 N. Armstrong Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Bill Adams Valley Baptist Health System-Harlingen 2101 Pease St. Harlingen TX 78550
Valley Morning Star News Room 1310 S. Commerce Harlingen TX 78550

Mr. Robert Farris Valley Transit Company President P.O. Box 530010 Harlingen TX 78553
Mr. Dan Garza Wells Fargo Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 1910  E. Main St. Alice TX 78332

Word of God Church 2601 Bothwell Rd. Harlingen TX 78552
World of God Church 1944 E. Alton Gloor Blvd. Brownsville TX 78526

Mr. Frank Yturria Yturria Ranch 3201 Central Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Gary Kuhn Zachry American 527 Logwood San Antonio TX 78221
Mr. Ralph Cowen Ambassador for I69 Alliance PO Box 4496 Brownsville TX 78523
Mr. Al Garcia City Commissioner PO Box 1823 Kingsville TX 78364
Commander George Gomez Police Commander PO Box 1870 San Benito TX 78586-1870
Mr. Dale Levsen Traffic Signal Supt. 404 E. Washington St. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Keith Adkins 346 Anthony Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Robert Ainsworth P.O. Box 276 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Anna Alaniz Box 342 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Helen Alexander 700 N. St. Marys, Ste. 1200 San Antonio TX 78205
Mr. David Allue 3118 Clifford Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Carmela Alvarez et al 726 S. 18th Street Kingsville TX 78363
Mrs. Glynda Anderson 710 Balfour Drive San Antonio TX 78239
Mr. Herbert Andrews Jr. 121 E. CR 2130 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Katharine Armstrong 919 Congress, Suite 1400 Austin TX 78701
Mrs. Sarita Armstrong Hixon 3412 Meadow Lake Lane Houston TX 77027-4107
Ms. JoAnn Arnold P.O. Box 265 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Toni Arredondo P.O. Box 186 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Tom Augustine 672 S. CR 1070 Riviera TX 78379

Mary Ann & Orville Ballard P.O. Box 39 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Joe Ballenger PO BOX 2881 Harlingen TX 78551
Mr. Eliseo Barnhart 10980 Highway 77 Business Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Patrick Barrera 3201 Meadow Lane Victoria TX 77901

Robert & Olivia Barrett 265 North CR 1044 Kingsville TX 78363-9658
Ms. Eleanor Bars 823 S. 23rd St. Kingsville TX 78363

James and Peggy Battles 201 E. Palmetto Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Homer Baze 349 E. CR 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. James Beason PO Box 532984 Harlingen TX 78553
Ms. Dalia Benitez 159 E. CR 2130 Kingsville TX 78363

Robert & Eva Louis Bennett 226 E. CR 2205 Kingsville TX 78363
Leon & Anna Marie Bernsen 5414 Partridge Place Robstown TX 78380
David & Sandra Kay Biedermann PO Box 83 Riviera TX 78379
Bennie Bock, II 340 N. Seguin New Braunfels TX 78130

Mr. Ernest Bolland 1208 Bolland Ln Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Rea Jay Bradford 27112 Bent Trail Boerne TX 78006
Ms. Carolyn May Bromley PO Box 82 Riviera TX 78379
Ms.  Gail Bronson 6 Mockingbird Lane Yoakum TX 77995
Ms. Mary Brookshire 317 N. Armstrong Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Tom Brookshire 234 Leming Corpus Christi TX 78404
Ms. Sidney Brown PO Box 532267 Harlingen TX 78553
Ms. Ella Brown PO BOX 53 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jack Brown 174 E. FM 628 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. W.A. Brown P.O. Box 53 Riviera TX 78379
Dr. Ward Brown 3275 Corte Valencia Fairfield CA 94533

T. J. & Angllen Brown PO Box 354 Riviera TX 78379



Dr. Humberto Bruschetta 500 East Ceasar Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Doug Buchanan Rt. 2 Box 781 E. Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Rick Bunger 720 E. CR 2340 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. David Burgamy 1000 Camelot Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. William Burnes 1901 Rettrip Dr. Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Margaret Burns P.O. Box 458 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Chuck Burns P.O. 245 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Richard Butler 415 Woodland Harlingen TX 78550

W.H. Bywum 469 N FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Amador & Patricia Caballero 361 E. CR 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Joe & Carol Calusio 1710 Santa Monica Kingsville TX 78363
Francisco & Barbara Campos PO Box 235 Driscoll TX 78351

Mr. Roy Cantu P.O. Box 303 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Janet Capuzzi 13636 Smith Drive Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Bill Card, Jr. 105 E. Austin Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Joseph Carr 303 Hickory Court Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Diana Carter PO Box 530822 Harlingen TX 78550

G Carter PO Box 533148 Harlingen TX 78553
H Carter PO Box 532401 Harlingen TX 78553

Ms. Alice Castillo 2625 Eastern Blvd Brownsville TX 78521-2324
Ms. Sally Cavazos P.O. Box 418 Armstrong TX 78338
Mr. Doug Chandler 3920 Allen Drive Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Judy Chandler P.O. Box 396 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Sylvia Chapa 2627 County Rd 69 Robstown TX 78390

B. Chappeel 649 W. Harris Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Michael Chartier PO BOX 5047 Kingsville TX 78363

Barry & Ramona Christensen P.O. Box 187 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Raul Cisneros RR 2 Box 265 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. MaryLou Coleman 1707 Wright Dr. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Julius Collins 163 Creekbend Brownsville TX 78521

Barbara & Leslie Colston P.O. Box 355 Riviera TX 78379
Bill & Judy Colston PO Box 254 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Bobby Cooper 806 Elizabeth Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. David Coover 921 N.Chaparral Corpus Christi TX 78401

J. E. & Emma Cordaway PO Box 283 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Raymond Corkill 167 E. Price Rd. Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Daniel Countiss 13729 River Forrest Corpus Christi TX 78410
Ms. Ramona Cristo P.O. Box 187 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Vern Crocker P.O. Box 1026 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Becky Crunk 517 E MILLER Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Jaime Cruz 25554 Lewis Lane Harlingen TX 78552

Roel  & Laura Cuevas 1184 US Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. T.W. Dahlman 242 Melrose Corpus Christi TX 78404

Estela and Ramiro De La Fuente 416 W. Vinson Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Daniel De La Paz 322 N. 7th Riviera TX 78379

Eden & Alicia De La Paz 5386 S. Hwy 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Melissa De La Paz 701 E. Avenue A Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Alex De La Rosa P.O. Box 164 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Mary Degollado P.O. Box 701 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Steven B. Denton 3704 Park Meadow Lane Bryan TX 77802

D.D. Diana 601 South Cr 1140 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Allen Dodge 2501 Fiji Corpus Christi TX 78418
Ms. Bernice Carolyn Doebbler 1050 PR 2052 Giddings TX 78942
Mr. Charles Ray Douglas 5514 Sago Palm Dr. Harlingen TX 78552
Ms. Lenelle Douglas 5514 Sago Palm Harlingen TX 78552
Ms. Patience Douglas 160 S. CR 1040 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Frederick Drew 53 W. Maple St. Brownsville TX 78521
Ms. Evenlyn Dorothy Driver 11715 North 114th Way Scottsdale AZ 85259

Bruce & Jaine Dugger 4510 River Park Corpus Christi TX 78410
Richard & Nancy Dugger 4510 River Park Corpus Christi TX 78410
Dale & Kathaleen Elrod P.O. Box 156 Riviera TX 78379

Ms. Cherie Emmons PO Box 134 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Simon Escamilla P.O. Box 485 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Harriet Ewing 14842 Beal Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Zuber Farooqui MSC 213, Department of Environmental & CKingsville TX -78363
Ms. Carolyn Fees 1506 Santa Ceceilia Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Gene Felder 14118 River Rock Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78410



Joe F. Figueroa P.O. Box 195 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Anna Flores P.O. Box 187 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Cindy Flores 572 E. CR 2250 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Diane Foster 4110 N. Expy 77 #7141 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Juan Gaona P.O. Box 281 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Roy T. Garcia 1213 E. ALTON GLOOR, STE. A Brownsville TX 78526
Ms. Abisai Garcia 1100 West Corral, #003 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Oralia Garcia 406 4th Street Driscoll TX 78351

Josie & Beatrice Garcia P.O. Box 277 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Vito Garcia P.O. Box 413 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Nancy Garcia P.O. Box 172 Sarita TX 78385
Ms. Renée Garcia P.O. Box 100 Sarita TX 78385
Ms. Evangelina Garcia PO Box 342 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Angelita Garcia PO Box 342 Driscoll TX 78351

Nicolas & MagdalenaGarza 351 E. CR 2300 Riviera TX 78379
Hoot Gibson P.O. Box 127 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Ruben Gomez 327 Rio Vista Ave. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Zack Gonzales RR 2 Box 122 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Isaura Gonzalez 590 El Jardin Hgts. Brownsville TX 78526
Mr. Agustin Gonzalez P.O. Box 216 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Joe Gonzalez P.O. Box 418 Armstrong TX 78338
Mr. Ray Gonzalez PO Box 979 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. William Paul Goranson 14932 Sandy Creek Ct. Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. David Grall P.O. Box 5512 Falfurrias TX 78355
Ms. Jennifer Gregor 113 Saratoga #B Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Billy Griffith 1239 E. CR 2302 Riviera TX 78379

Ruben Guerrero 144 Tudela St Brownsville TX 78526
Mr. Nino Gutierrez 1000 Forest Rd. Brownsville TX 78526
Mr. Ramiro Gutierrez 1474 Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Jack Harlan 806 Henderson Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Ronald Harris 311 E. Kenedy Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Donald Hartman 1001 N Hackberry Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Glenna Hartman 1001 N Hackberry Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Marsha Helpert 4302 Wolfcreek Court Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Raul Hernandez 11910 Black Peak Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Oscar Hernandez 702 W. Ella Kingsville TX 78303
Ms. Teresa Hernandez PO Box 961 Edinburg TX 78540
Mr. Felix Herrera P.O. Box 114 Sarita TX 78385
Ms. Dana Hickey PO Box 237 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Glynn Hill 976 E. FM 628 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jimmy Hollis 810 Carol Lane Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Hazel Hooge P.O. Box 296 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. James C. Hoover, Jr. 233 Melanie Lane Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Chao Hsu Ming P.O.Box 303 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. David Hubbs 1725 S. Parkwood Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Goldia Hubert 870 E. FM 772 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. William Hudson 1805 E. Ruben Torres, Ste B-20 Brownsville TX 78526

Leonard & Dorothy Huff 900 E. CR 2240 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Brian G. Janis 1325 Pal Blvd., Ste B Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. James Jay 1951 Deer Trail Floresville TX 78114
Mr. Steve Jennings P.O. Box 543 Combes TX 78535

T. Jill P.O. Box 295 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Eudelia Jimenez P.O. Box 431 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Lauro Jimenez 899 CR 1120 N Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Vip Johnston 718 E. Harrison Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Gene Jones PO Drawer A Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Russell Jungmann 803 N. Hackberry Bishop TX 78343-1806
Ms. Nelda K. P.O. Box 94 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Charlie Kalin 1904 S. 7th Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Michael Kastner P.O. Box 757 Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Carroll Kelly PO Box 210 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Harlow Kibbe PO Box 1243 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Ronnie King 3721 Castleview Corpus Christi TX 78410
Mr. Luis Knock 672 N. Central Ave. Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Dallars Kosarek 6325 Boca Raton Corpus Christi TX 78413
Mr. Bruce Kraatz Po Box 201 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Richard Kronke 10209 N. Harrington Corpus Christi TX -78410



Mr. Michael J. Krueger PO Box 1538 Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Ann Kuester 6 Mockingbird Lane Yoakum TX 77995
Mr. Billy Lassig 16373 Mulberry Lyford TX 78569

Martha & Chris Lee 342 E. FM 771 Riviera TX 78379
Vanessa & Ray Leeson 5900 S. Highway 77 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Tony Lehmann PO Box 8095 Brownsville TX 78526
Ms. Oralia Lerma 1525 Flamingo Dr. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Robert C. Little EST 841 Edgewood Circle Lindale TX 75771
Mr. Jim Lofgren 302 Wild Orchid Harlingen TX 78552
Ms. Kim London P.O. Box 273 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. C.G. Lopez P.O. Box 670 Kingsville TX 78364

Armando & Rebecca Lopez 6010 S. Hwy 77 Riviera TX 78379
J Lorenzo 1518 Walnut Court Harlingen TX 78550

Ms. Mary Lowe 16126 Garrett Rd. Harlingen TX 78552
Mr. Andy Luna 4308 Palma Blanca Dr Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Roy Maggard 613 E. Austin Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Abel Maldonado P.O. Box 393 Riviera TX 78379

Margery & Jerry Malin 760 S. County Road 1072 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Ben Martin 333 Elizabeth Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Matt Martinez 1506 Lewis Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Antonio Martinez 1496 US Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Linda Kay Massey 2827 CR 26 Robstown TX 78380
Mr. James Luther Massey III 2827 CR 26 Robstown TX 78380
Ms. Rebekah Massey Robertson 5191 CR 44 Robstown TX 78380
Ms. Cynthia Matlock 6726 La Salle Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78414
Mr. Jimmy McBee 697 E. CR 2340 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Mark McBurnett 4302 Wolfcreek Court Corpus Christi TX 78410

J.C. McFall 301 Cemetery Riviera TX 78379
Mr. James McMillian 28473 Bass Harlingen TX 78552
Mr. Donny McNair PO Box 456 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Larry McNair P.O. Box 241 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Lisa McNair P.O. Box 241 Driscoll TX 78351

Melvin & Helen McNair P.O. Box 498 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. O.D. Melton 220 S. Pasadena St. Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Briseida Mendoza 807 W. Alice Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Mohammad Metajh P.O. Box 3696 Corpus Christi TX 78463
Mr. Joe Miller 302 W FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Sue Miller 302 West FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. David Miller 746 Rancho Seco Riviera TX 78379

Janet & Perry Mixon 841 S. CR 1110 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Carlos Monarrez 2400 Calle Esplendida Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. George Moore 120 S. 8th Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jeri L.S. Morey 1514 Lackey Kingsville TX 78363

William Morgenroth 6104 Paredes Line Rd. Brownsville TX 78526-3531
Mr. Rodney Mumford P.O. Box 306 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. E.J. Mumford PO Box 1029 Driscoll TX 78351

John & Linda Murphy 307 E. CR 2280 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. George Neal Plocek 15985 Wetherburn Road Chesterfield MO 63017
Ms. Mary Neiss P.O. Box 130 Sarita TX 78385
Mr. Kenneth Nelson PO Box 868 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Gilbert Ortiz 1029 S. 18th Street Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Shawn Osowski 1204 Cedar Ridge Drive Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Billie Packay Route 1 Box 699 Raymondville TX 78580

Rosie & Rolando Padilla P.O. Box 482 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Bill Parker 4975 CR 6 Bishop TX 78343

Ralph  & Betty Paschal PO Box 465 Bishop TX 78343
Lowell Pater 4042 Rehfeld Corpus Christi TX 78410

Mr. Frankie Lou Pattillo 217 W CR 2170 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Julian Pena 5321 Clearsview Dr. Brownsville TX 78526

Virginia & Ruben Pena 732 S. Private Road 1086 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Michael Perez 817 E. Austin Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Irvin Peusch 1066 E FM 628 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Rebecca Poe 299 E. FM 771 Riviera TX 78379
Ms.   Elena Poe 2501 Fiji Corpus Christi TX 78418

Roger & Amy Jo Polly 679 S. CR 1070 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Gladys Ruth Primm 2923 Cane Field Sugar Land TX 77479
Mr. Fred Radford 218 N CR 1080 Kingsville TX 78363



Mr. Isidoro Ramirez 710 South 5 Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Yolanda Ramirez 719 Lyndale Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Oscar Ramirez 1442 Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Josie Ramos 1811 Jerome Kingsville TX 78363

Joe Recio P.O. Box 34 Sarita TX 78385
Ms. Merry Reed P.O. Box 410 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Carlos Reyes 4650 N. Central Ave. Brownsville TX 78526
Ms. Anita Reyna 112 E. Chavez Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. John Riley 310 E. County Road 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. John Riley III PO Box 3 Livingston TX 77351
Mr. Robert Rivera 332 E. Ave B Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Christopher Rivera 32551 Rd. 882 San Bentio TX 78586
Mr. Enrique Rivera P.O. Box 433 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Geno Rivera 222 W. Avenue C Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Mary Rivera 301 E. CR 2280 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Amanda Robertson 1005 E. FM 772 Riviera TX 78379

Matt & Jan Robinson 720 S CR 1070 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Don Rodman 1343 Bayview Portland TX 78374
Mr. Ignacio Rodriguez 80 Fort Brown Brownsville TX 78520
Ms. Rebecca Rodriguez 1805 E. Ruben Tomes, Ste B-20 Brownsville TX 78526
Mr. Mario Rodriguez 513 W. Monroe Ave. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Ruben Rodriguez 412 Highway 77 South Robstown TX 78760
Ms. Vianney Rodriguez 428 S. Saunders Aransas Pass TX 78336
Mr. Ben Rodriguez P.O. Box 382 Driscoll TX 78351

G. Rodriguez 201 E. Avenue A Driscoll TX 78351
Rudolfo & Sara Rodriguez 5328-A S Hwy 77 Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Jack Rose P.O. Box 181 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Daved Rotner 3426 Brasilia Drive Brownsville TX 78526

Adel & Daniel Rowland P.O. Box 125 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Gwen Rudellat P.O. Box 198 Riviera TX 78379

Tomas and Leticia Ruiz 645 Lopez St. Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Chris Russell 722 E. CR 2300 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Ruben Salaza 1001 South F Street Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Alejo Salinas 5420 Wagon Trl. Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Jaime Salinas P.O. Box 279 Driscoll TX 78351

Bill & Kathy Saul 5126 S. Hwy 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Glenn Scholz 103 Daisy Robstown TX 78380

Elsie & Martin Schubert 1619 E. Schubert Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. David Schubert 1619 E. Schubert Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Linda Schulte 2525 Clifford Dr Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Edgar Schwarz PO Box 36 Sebastian TX 78594
Ms. Jill Scoggins 1105 FM RD 1717 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Betty Seals Bradshaw 406 Colony Dr Corpus Christi TX 78412
Mr. Enemorio Serna P.O. Box 182 Sarita TX 78385

Felix &  Felicita Serna P.O. Box 331 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Nito Serna 103 S. Market Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Michelle Serna P.O. Box 182 Sarita TX 78385
Mr. Ben Serrato PO Box 682 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Arthur Sholtis 5445 Boxwood Creek Kingsville TX 78363

Virginia and Richard Shvey 246 McCain Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Eddie Sikes 55 Cove Circle Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Rollin Smith 367 N FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Harold Smith 485 CR 1145 Riviera TX 78379

Josephine & Henry Smith 113 S. CR 1040 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. David Smith PO Box 10242 Corpus Christi TX 78460
Mr. Johnny Smolik 102 Briarwood Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Lucy Solis 1022 W. Durham Sarita TX 78385
Mr. Jesse Solorio 389 W. Riggs Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Danny Strubhart 727 S. CR 108 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Vicki Lynn Stubblefield PO Box 153112 Austin TX 78745

Virginia & Richard Stucy 246 McCain Raymondville TX 78580
Virent and Carol Swanberg 1708 Brazo Circle Harlingen TX 78550

Ms. Barbara T. P.O. Box 295 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Gary Tang 1203 N ExPwy 77  3355 Harlingen TX 78552
Ms. Julie Tanners 1620 Santa Maria Kingsville TX 78363

Ruth Ann and Jerry Taylor 28000 FM 186 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Coco Thompson 101 Lemon Dr Harlingen TX 78552-9045
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Mr. Dwight Thompson 348 Brenda Lane Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Larry Thompson et al 4801 NW Loop 410 Suite 725 San Antonio TX 78229
Ms. Jean Tierney 1066 E. FM 628 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Mary Sophronia Martin Torrence 2741 Reynolds Dr. Winston Salem NC 27104

Jendy Touchstone 341 E. CR 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Paul Treptow 724 W. Nettie Kingsville TX -78363
Mr. Ysaias Trevino P.O. Box 153 Driscoll TX 78351

Jaime & Julie Trevino 4306 St. George Corpus Christi TX 78413
Toni Trevino P.O. Box 994 Driscoll TX 78351

Mr. Barbara Turcotte P.O. Box 257 Sarita TX 78385
Mr. Gerald Underbrink 998 E. FM 628 Riviera TX 78379

M. F. Underbrink 407 E CR 2305 Riviera TX 78379
Maria, Michael & RobValenzuela 306 E. CR 2305 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. David Van Fleet 5548 S. Hwy 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Jody & Annette Van Fleet 106 E. FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Joe Michael & Carol Van Fleet 106 E. FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363

Ms. Maria Vasquez P.O. Box 166 Sebastian TX 78594
Ms. Ernestina Vela PO Box 1731 Kingsville TX 78364

Uvaldo & Josefina Vela 1169 CR 2360 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Leigh Ann Vernon 735 Rancho Seco Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Alonzo Vidal 1029 S. 18th Street Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Marcus Walker 3812 North Santa Fe Suite 290 Oklahoma City OK 73118
Mr. Webb Wallace 1822 Cherry Ct. Harlingen TX 78550

Hazel & Alfred Wallace P.O. Box 14 Sarita TX 78385
Mr. Allen Randolph Ware 1116 S. CR 2270 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Delia Weaver PO Box 1269 San Benito TX 78586
Mr. Craig Weiland P.O. Box 276 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Paul West 489 N. CR 1050 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Lauren Wheeler 356 S. FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Milton White PO Box 8577 Brownsville TX 78526
Mr. M.M. White 1500 Tesoro Ave Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Mr. Randy Whittington 2418 Riverside Drive Harlingen TX 78550
Mr.  David Widener 1105 FM RD 1717 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Ann Williams et al 115 E. CR 2170 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Judith Bone Wilson P.O. Box 306 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Leland Witt, Sr. P.O. Box 232 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Fred Wollmann 4169 Bobwhite Robstown TX 78380

Eugene & Mary Wolter 5499 CR 4 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Henry Wullf 2714 Springmeadow Ln Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Fred Yaklin 1342 Neubarr Private Road Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Stan Yaklin 130 E. Pecan Avenue Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Toby Yaklin P.O. Box 244 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jeff Yaklin 490 South CR 1140 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Mario Ybarra P.O. Box 451 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Humberto Zamora 1014 East Harrison Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Yolanda Zapata 1923 Rettye Dr. Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Adriana Zapata 2012 Sherwood Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Eric Ziehe 2009 E. Harrison, Ste. A Harlingen TX 78550

M.J.D. P.O. Box 122 Riviera TX 78373
CW Holdings LP PO Box 447 Robstown TX 78380

Mr. David Smith PO Box 10242 Corpus Christi TX 78460
Mr. Frank Gomez Jr. PO Box 61 Robstown TX 78380

Ithaca  Investments LMTD PO Box 461406 San Antonio TX 78246
Mr. Dallars S. Kosarek 6325 Boca Raton Corpus Christi TX 78413

Atlas Tubular LP PO Box 431 Robstown TX 78380
Mark McBurnett and Marsha Helpert 4302 Wolfcreek Court Corpus Christi TX 78410
James Massey III Linda Massey et al 2827 CR 26 Robstown TX 78380

Ms. Rebekah Massey Robertson 5191 CR 44 Robstown TX 78380
Richard & Bruce   Dugger 4510 River Park Corpus Christi TX 78410

Ms. Betty Seals Bradshaw 406 Colony Dr Corpus Christi TX 78412
Mr. Bruce Lee         and Jaine Dugger 4510 River Park Corpus Christi TX 78410

Richard  & Nancy      Dugger 126 Hiler San Antonio TX 78209
Leon & Anna Bernsen 5414 Partrid e Place Robstown TX 78380
Howze  Partnership C/O AGT James R. Howze Box 145 Robstown TX 78380
Driscoll  Foundation 615 North Upper Broadway Ste. 1635 Corpus Christi TX 78477
George & Glen Scholz 103 Daisy Road Robstown TX 78380

Mr. Rea Jay Bradford 27112 Bent Trai Boerne TX 78006
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City of Driscoll PO Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. Steven B. Denton 3704 Park Meadow Lane Bryan TX 77802
Mr. Hubert E. Davis 4811 Maple Shade Ave Sachse TX 75048
Ms. Sylvia Chapa 2627 County Rd 69 Robstown TX 78390
Mr. Steven B. Denton 3704 Park Meadow Lane Bryan TX 77802

Veterans Land Board C/O McNair Farms Box 500 Driscoll TX 78351
Robert C. Little EST. C/O W.E. Little 841 Edgewood Circle Lindale TX 75771
Francisco J.  & Barbara  Campos PO Box 235 Driscoll TX 78351

Mr. Ray S. Gonzalez PO Box 979 Driscoll TX 78351
Ms. Anna Alaniz Box 342 Driscoll TX 78351

Evangelina Garcia & Angelita G. Riviera PO Box 342 Driscoll TX 78351
Mr. E. J. Mumford PO Box 432 Driscoll TX 78351

Ransom and Martha Jean Douglass Family Properties LTD 2956 FM 89 Robstown TX 78380
Jamie & Julie Trevino 4306 St. George Corpus Christi TX 78413
Charlene Cotton 1992 Family Trust Jannese Cotton Knaus, Trustee PO Box 102 Robstown TX 78380

Mr. Gene Felder 14118 River Rock Drive Corpus Christi TX 78410
Johnston Business Partner C/O William L. Johnston 522 61st Street Kenosha WI 53143

Mr. Larry R. Thompson et al 4801 NW Loop 410 Ste. 725 San Antonio TX 78229
Ms. Cynthia K. Matlock 6726 La Salle Dr. Corpus Christi TX 78414
Dr. Ward Brown 3275 Corte Valencia Fairfield CA 94533
Ms. Glynda B. Anderson 710 Balfour Drive San Antonio TX 78239

Veterans Land  Board State of Texas and Occupant 1514 Hwy 77 N Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Antonio F. Martinez 1496 US Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Ramiro Gutierrez 1474 Hwy 7 Bishop TX 78343
Ms. Sara H. Portales C/O Doreen P. Guiterrez et al 1454 Hwy 7 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Oscar Ramirez 1442 Hwy 7 Bishop TX 78343

Ralph R. & Betty       Paschal    PO Box 465 Bishop TX 78343
Roel R. and Laura Cuevas 1184 US Hwy 77 Bishop TX 78343

Mr. George Neal Plocek 15985 Wetherburn Road Chesterfield MO 63017
Ms. Janet T. Capuzzi 13636 Smith Drive Corpus Christi TX 78410
Ms. Gladys Ruth Primm 2923 Cane Field Dr Sugar Land TX 77479
Ms. Evenlyn Dorothy Driver 11715 North 114th Way Scottsdale AZ 85259
Ms. Bernice Carol n Doebbler 1050 PR 2052 Giddings TX 78942

Superior Energy  Group LTD C/O Edge Group Inc. PO Box 218864 Houston TX 77218
Pablo & Tomasa  Gonzalez C/O Ysabel Christina Gonzalez 1204 E. Meadow Brook Bishop TX 78343
Eugene and Mary Wolter 5499 CR 4 Bishop TX 78343
City of Bishop PO Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Kingsville 171 LTD PO Box 151 Corpus Christi TX 78403
Hennessey Kingsville Investment 25211 Grograns Mill Road Ste. 12 Spring TX 77380

Mr. Paul M. West 489 N. CR 1050 Kingsville TX 78363
J.L. Barth Company 210 Fox Road Refugio TX 78377
Lakshmi LTD 3430 Hwy 77 South Kingsville TX 78363
Lakshmi LTD 4747 McLane Parkway Temple TX 76503
W.E. Cumberland Trust C/O Dale Cumberland Co-Trustee 1421 Sleepy Hollow New Braunfels TX 78130
Kenneth M. Haunschild EST C/O Catherine Haunschild (IND Executor) PO Box 155 Kingsville TX 78364
Jill Scoggins              & David E. Widener 1105 FM RD 1717 Kingsville TX 78363
The Billy Boyd Family Trust C/O Jo Ann Boyd (Trustee) 13023 Five Brooks Helotes TX 78023
Billy and Kathy          Saul 5126 S. Hw  77 Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Allen E. Dod e          and Elena P. Poe 2501 Fiji Corpus Christi TX 78418
Leonard Huff Jr. EST & Dorothy F. Huff 900 E. CR 2240 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Gene M. Jones PO Drawer Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Ann Kuester             and Gail Bronson 6 Mockingbird Lane Yoakum TX 77995
Mr. Herbert Andrews Jr. 121 E. CR 2130 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. T.W. Dahlman 242 Melrose Corpus Christi TX 78404
Ms. Ann Kuester             and Gail Bronson 6 Mockingbird Lane Yoakum TX 77995

Kleberg-Kenedy Co Farm Bureau PO Box 5151 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Michael J. Krueger PO Box 153 Kingsville TX 78364

Armando L. & Juanita Ramos 603 W. Avenue D Kingsville TX 78363
Nu Way Oil  Co # 65 C/O Ken E. Andrews & Company Inc. PO Box 870849 Mesquite TX 75187

Ms. Dalia P. Benitez 159 E. CR 2130 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Richard Clements 4065 Young Street Pasadena TX 77504
Mr. D.R. Clements 625 E. Doddridge Kingsville TX 78363

Rodolfo and Sara       Rodriguez 5382-A Hw  77 Kingsville TX 78363
Eden and Alicia         De La Paz 5386 S. Hw  77 Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. Donald Ray Reyna RT 2 Box 10 Lovelady TX 75851
Ms. Melissa De La Paz 701 E. Avenue A Kingsville TX 78363

Agustine & San Juana Ruiz PO Box 538 Kingsville TX 78364



y

&

h

y

p
y

0

Ms. Lauren G. Wheeler 356 S. FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Harbur & Harbur LP 2345 Pollex Corpus Christi TX 78415
Jane F. Radford Trust C/O William F. Radford (Trustee) 218 N. CR 1080 Kingsville TX 78363

Mr. W.F. Radford 218 N CR 1080 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Ann Williams et al 115 E. CR 2170 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Frankie Lou Pattillo 217 W CR 2170 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. David R. Van Fleet 5548 S. Hw  77 Kingsville TX 78363

Jody Van and 
Annette

Fleet 106 E. FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363

Joe Michael  Carol A. Van Fleet 106 E. FM 772 Kingsville TX 78363
Robert J. & Eva Louis Bennett et al 226 E. CR 2205 Kingsville TX 78363

Ms. Ernestina G. Vela PO Box 1731 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Gilbert Ortiz              and Alonzo Vidal 1029 S. 18th Street Kingsville TX 78363

McLeod USA Telecommunications Serv. C/O McLeod USA  Attn: Lease Administration #829 15 E. Fifth Street Suite 1500 Tulsa OK 74103
Mr. Bobby L. Cooper 806 Elizabet Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. W.F. Radford 218 N CR 1080 Kingsville TX 78363

Bill C. & Jud  M.      Colston Jr.   PO Box 254 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. T.C. Brookshire 234 Leming Ave Corpus Christi TX 78404

Claude Raymond & Vanessa Leeson Jr. 2103 E. Caesar Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Barry Lee Christensen PO Box 187 Riviera TX 78379
Ms. Dana Faye Christensen Hickey PO Box 237 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Allen Randol h Ware 1116 S. CR 2270 Riviera TX 78379

Armando G. & Rebecca Lopez 6010 S. Hw  77 Riviera TX 78379
Burt &  Linda Bull PO Box 228 Sarita TX 78385

Ms. Mary T. Rivera 301 E. CR 2280 Riviera TX 78379
John T. & Linda         Murphy 307 E. CR 2280 Riviera TX 78379
David & Sandra Bierdermann PO Box 83 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Bruce A. Kraatz PO Box 201 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. John L. Riley III PO Box 3 Livingston TX 77351
Ms. Teresa P. Hernandez PO Box 961 Edinburg TX 78540

Raul P. & Gloria Cuellar 327 E. CR 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jose Naranjo III and David A. PO Box 96 Riviera TX 78379

Uvaldo & Josefina Vela 1169 CR 2360 Riviera TX 78379
Proam Texas Inc. One Liberty Plaza Liberty MO 64068
George M. & & Sharon Core PO Box 318 Riviera TX 78379

Ms. Jendy Lanet Touchstone 341 E CR 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Felix and Felicita Serna PO Box 331 Riviera TX 78379
Amador & Patricia Caballero 361 E. CR 2290 Riviera TX 78379
Roger & Amy Jo Polly 679 S. CR 1070 Riviera TX 78379
Nicolas G. and Magdalena Garza 351 E. CR 2300 Riviera TX 78379

Ms. Carolyn May Bromley PO Box 82 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. M. F. Underbrink 407 E CR 2305 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jerry D. Malin 760 S CR 1072 Riviera TX 78379

Patrick A. Riskent Ranch Trust James B. Risken (Trustee) PO Box 95 Riviera TX 78379
T. J. and Angllen Brown PO Box 354 Riviera TX 78379
Kleberg County PO Box 72 Kingsville TX 78364

Ms. Vicki Lynn Stubblefield PO Box 92617 Austin TX 78709
J. E. and Emma  Cordaway Est. PO Box 283 Riviera TX 78379

Mr. Marcus Walker 3812 North Santa Fe. Ste. 29 Oklahoma City OK 73118
Ms. Patience E. Douglas 160 S. CR 1040 Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Carmela Alvarez  (IND Admin) et al 726 S. 18th Street Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Guy E. Wallace -Revocable Living Trust 697 E. FM 628 Riviera TX 78379

Dale and Kathaleen Elrod PO Box 156 Riviera TX 78379
 Torrence & Mary Sophronia Martin 2741 Reynold Drive Winston Salem NC 27104



Please join us for a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) invites the public to public 
hearings regarding the proposed upgrade of US Highway (US) 77 to a controlled 
access facility that meets Interstate standards. The purpose of the project is to 
upgrade those sections of US 77 that presently do not meet Interstate standards 
between Interstate Highway 37 (I-37) in Corpus Christi and US 83 in Harlingen 
with the intent to improve safety and mobility.  

The project area extends 122 miles along US 77 from I-37 in Corpus Christi to 
US 83 in Harlingen, with proposed improvements between Robstown and 
Combes. TxDOT is proposing new overpasses, new interchanges, new one-way 
frontage roads, upgrades to existing ramps, and conversion of two-way frontage 
roads to one-way frontage roads. At Driscoll and Riviera, relief routes are 
proposed to the east of each community. These relief routes may be tolled and 
would require approximately 400 feet of new right of way. While much of the 
remaining upgrade project would be located within existing right of way, certain 
upgrade locations in Kleberg and Nueces counties would require additional right 
of way ranging from 35 to 200 feet adjacent to US 77.  

Join us at any of these hearings listed in the next column to: 

Receive project information 
Review proposed upgrades 
Provide testimony and comment 

 

 

Acompañenos a una

 
El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) invita al público a asistir a 
audiencias públicas sobre la propuesta de convertir la autopista 77 (US 77) a una 
instalación de acceso controlado que satisface los estándares interestatales. El 
propósito del proyecto es actualizar las secciones de US 77 que no cumplen los 
estándares interestatales entre el autopista interestatal 37 (I-37) en Corpus Christi 
y US 83 en Harlingen con la intención de mejorar la seguridad y movilidad.  

Public Hearing 
Open House: 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

Presentation: 5:30 p.m.

Audiencia Pública
Exhibición Abierta: 4:30 – 5:30p.m. 

Presentación: 5:30 p.m.

 
El área del proyecto se extiende desde 122 millas a lo largo de US 77 desde I-37 
en Corpus Christi a US 83 en Harlingen, con mejoramientos propuestos entre 
Robstown y Combes. TxDOT está proponiendo nuevos pasos elevados, nuevos 
intercambios, nuevas carreteras de acceso de un carril, actualizaciones de rampas 
existentes y la conversión de carreteras de dos vías a carretera de una vía . En 
Driscoll y Riviera, se proponen autopistas de descongestión al este de estas 
comunidades. Estas posibles autopistas de descongestión posiblemente serían 
autopistas de cuota y requerirían aproximadamente 400 pies de nuevo derecho de 
paso. Mientras gran parte del proyecto estaría ubicado en el derecho de vía 
existente, derecho de paso adicional de 35 a 200 pies junto a US 77 en los 
condados de Kleberg y Nueces sería necesario. 
 
Acompañenos a cualquiera de las reuniones públicas para: 
 

Recibir información del proyecto 
Revisar los mejoramientos propuestos 
Prestar testimonio y comentario 

 

Please submit comments by February 21, 2012/ 
Favor de someter comentarios antes del 

21 de febrero de 2012.
The environmental document is available for review 
at:/ El documento ambiental se puede revisar en: 
www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/ 
corpus_christi/, www.corpuschristi-mpo.org, 

http://hsbmpo.com, http://mpo.cob.us 

Spanish-speaking staff and simultaneous Spanish translation will be 
available. Persons requesting special communication or 

accommodation needs are encouraged to contact 1-800-945-2156 or 
361-884-5000 Ext. 26 by January 30, 2012. TxDOT will make every 

reasonable effort to accommodate these needs. 

Personal que habla español y traducción simultánea de inglés al 
español estará disponible. Personas que requieren servicios especiales 

de comunicación o servicios auxiliares, pueden comunicarse al  
1-800-945-2156 o 361-884-5000 Ext. 26 antes del 30 de enero 2012. 

TxDOT hará un esfuerzo razonable para acomodar estos servicios.

Date/Fecha City/Ciudad Location/Lugar 
Thursday, Feb. 2 

2 de febrero Raymondville L.E. Franks Tourist Center 
501 S. 7th Street 

Monday, Feb. 6 
6 de febrero Sarita 

Sarita ISD 
 (Elementary Cafeteria) 
150 E. La Parra Avenue 

Tuesday, Feb. 7 
7 de febrero Riviera 

Riviera ISD 
 (Cafeteria)  

203 Seahawk Drive 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 

8 de febrero Kingsville Holiday Inn Express 
2400 South Highway 77 

Thursday, Feb. 9 
9 de febrero Driscoll 

Driscoll ISD  
(Elementary Cafetorium) 

410 W. Avenue D 

For more information or to submit 
comments/Para más información o 

para someter
comentarios:

US 77 Highway Upgrade 
P.O. Box 3706 

Corpus Christi, TX 78463-3706 
1-800-945-2156 or 361-884-5000 Ext. 26 



 
P.O. Box 3706 
Corpus Christi, TX  78463-3706 

          Please join us for
Public Hearings 

on proposed upgrades 
to US 77 

Acompañenos a las 
Audiencias Públicas sobre 

los mejoramientos 
propuestos

a la autopista US 77 
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Harlingen 
Elected/Public Officials' Stakeholders' Briefing

AS MAILED

Salutation FirstName LastName OrganizationName Title Mailing Address City State Zip
Mr. Tommy Ballenger Ballenger Construction 24200 N. FM 509 Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Angela Burton Brownsville Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 1600 University Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Jason Hilts Brownsville Economic Development Council President 301 Mexico Street, Suite F-1 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Mark Lund Brownsville MPO MPO Director PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78522-0911
Mr. Alfonso Valleho Brownsville MPO Transportation Planner PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78522-0911
Commissioner Sofia Benavides Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 1 964 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
The Honorable Carlos Cascos Cameron County County Judge 1100 E. Monroe Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. David Garcia Cameron County Asst. Dir., County Department of Transportation 3310 S. Expwy 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner David A. Garza Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 3 1390 W. Expressway 83 San Benito TX 78583
Sheriff Omar Lucio Cameron County Sheriff PO Box 2178 Brownsville TX 78522-2178
Mr. Pete Sepulveda, Jr. Cameron County Director, County Department of Transportation 3310 S. Expwy 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Dan Sanchez Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 4 201 N. T St. Harlingen TX 78550
Commissioner Ernie Hernandez Cameron County Commissioner, Precinct 2 964 E. Harrison Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Adam Arredondo Cameron County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 455 La Mancha Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. David Allex Cameron County RMA Board Chairman P.O. Box 531180 Harlingen TX 78553
Ms. Yolanda Villalobos Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Ruben Gallegos, Jr. Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. David N. Garza Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Mark Esparza Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. John Wood, Jr. Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Michael Scaief Cameron County RMA Board 3310 S. Expressway 77 Brownsville TX 78520
The Honorable Antonio "TonyMartinez City of Brownsville Mayor PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Jessica Tetreau Kalifa City of Brownsville Commissioner, District 2 PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Charlie Cabler City of Brownsville City Manager PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner John Villarreal City of Brownsville Commissioner, District 4 PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Melissa Zamora City of Brownsville Commissioner, District 3 PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Leonel Garza City of Brownsville Commissioner, At Large "B" PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Ricardo Longoria, Jr. City of Brownsville City Commissioner, District 1 PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Estella Chavez-VasqueCity of Brownsville Commissioner, At Large "A" PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Commissioner Rose M. Gowen City of Brownsville Commissioner, At Large "B" PO Box 911 Brownsville TX 78520
Mr. Lonnie Bearden Town of Combes City Administrator P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Rene Estrada Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Eugene G. Cavazos Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
The Honorable Silvestre Garcia Town of Combes Mayor P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderwoman Olga Montes Town of Combes Alderwoman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Cecil Sorrell Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Marco Sanchez Town of Combes Alderman, Mayor Pro Tem P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
The Honorable Chris Boswell City of Harlingen Mayor P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Robert Leftwich City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 2 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Danny Castillo City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 1 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Joey Trevino City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 5 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Commissioner Jerry Prepejchal City of Harlingen Commissioner, District 4 P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Mr. Carlos Yerena City of Harlingen City Manager P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78551-2207
Mr. Gabe Gonzalez City of Harlingen Assistant City Manager P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78550
Commissioner Bill Elliot City of San Benito Commissioner 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586
The Honorable Joe Hernandez City of San Benito Mayor 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586
Commissioner Rene Villafranco City of San Benito Commissioner, Place 2 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586
The Honorable Antonio Gonzales City of San Benito Commissioner Place 1, Mayor Pro-Tem 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
Commissioner Celeste Sanchez City of San Benito Commissioner, Place 4 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
Mr. Manuel Lara City of San Benito City Manager 401 N. Sam Houston San Benito TX 78586-1870
The Honorable Ruben Ochoa Jr. City of Santa Rosa Mayor P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Bobby De la Fuente City of Santa Rosa Mayor Pro-Tem P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Oscar Ovalle City of Santa Rosa Mayor P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Refugio Rickford City of Santa Rosa Alderman P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderwoman Anna Flores City of Santa Rosa Alderwoman P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Alderman Javier Florencia City of Santa Rosa Alderman P.O. Box 326 Santa Rosa TX 78593
Mr. Ernesto Silva Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC President 2424 Boxwood St, Ste 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Desi Martinez Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood St, Ste 125 Harlingen TX 78550
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Harlingen 
Elected/Public Officials' Stakeholders' Briefing

AS MAILED

Salutation FirstName LastName OrganizationName Title Mailing Address City State Zip
Mr. Manny Vela Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood St, Ste 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Terry Gray Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood St, Ste 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr.  Bill Martin Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC CEO 2424 Boxwood St, Ste 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Rick Ledesma Development Corporation of Harlingen/EDC 2424 Boxwood St, Ste 125 Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Kathy Wolf Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Crisanne Zamponi Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Lupe Gonzales Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce Chairman 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Carlos Cuellar Harlingen Area Chamber of Commerce Chair-Elect 311 East Tyler Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Crystal Curry Harlingen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Interim Executive Director 2309 N. Ed Carey Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Sergio Contreras Harlingen Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Chairman 2309 N. Ed Carey Dr. Harlingen TX 78550
Ms. Rebecca Castillo Harlingen-San Benito MPO Director P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Joel Garza Jr. Harlingen-San Benito MPO Transportation Planner P.O. Box 2207 Harlingen TX 78550

McAllen Construction P.O. Box 3244 McAllen TX 78502
Ms. Betty Wells Port Isabel Chamber of Commerce Executive Director/President 421 E. Queen Isabella Blvd. Port Isabel TX 78578
Commissioner Victor Barrera Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Commissioner 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Mr. Steve Bearden Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Port Director 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Commissioner Robert Astos Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Commissioner, Secretary of the Board 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Commissioner William Weekley Port Isabel/San Benito Navigation District Commissioner 250 Industrial Drive Port Isabel TX 78578
Chairman Martin Arambula Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commissioner 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Mr. Eduardo Campirano Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Port Director and CEO 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner Ralph Cowen Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commissioner, Vice-Chairman 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner Sergio Tito Lopez Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commissioner, Secretary 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner Carlos Masso Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commissioner 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner John Reed Port of Brownsville/Brownsville Navigation District Commission Chairman 1000 Foust Road Brownsville TX 78521
Commissioner Alejandro Hinojosa Port of Harlingen Authority Commissioner P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78551-2646
Commissioner Alan Johnson Valley Baptist Legacy Foundation 2121 Pease Street-5th Floor Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Michael Perez Port of Harlingen Authority Port Director P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78551
Mr. Bobby Duffy Port of Harlingen Authority Commissioner P.O. Box 2646 Harlingen TX 78551
Ms. Elma Chavez Raymondville Chamber of Commerce Executive Director P.O. Box 746 Raymondville TX 78580
Ms. Mary Casillas Raymondville Chamber of Commerce President P.O. Box 746 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Julian Alvarez Rio Grande Valley Partnership President/CEO P.O. Box 1499 Weslaco TX 78599-1499
Mr. Esiquiel Padrillo San Benito Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 210 East Heywood San Benito TX 78586
The Honorable J.M. Lozano Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 43 P.O. Box 2910 Austin TX 78768
The Honorable Eddie Lucio, III Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 38 1906 E. Tyler Ave. Ste. 2 Harlingen TX 78550
The Honorable Rene Oliveira Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 37 855 West Price Road, Suite #22 Brownsville TX 78520
The Honorable Eddie Lucio, Jr. Texas Senate State Senator, District 27 7 North Park Plaza Brownsville TX 78521
The Honorable Blake Farenthold U.S. House of Representatives-District 27 1805 Ruben Torres Ste. B-27 Brownsville TX 78526
Alderwoman Jean Hager Town of Rancho Viejo Alderman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
The Honorable Roberto Medrano Town of Rancho Viejo Mayor 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderwoman Bitty Truan Town of Rancho Viejo Alderwoman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderman Robert Lackner Town of Rancho Viejo Alderwoman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Ms. Cheryl Kretz Town of Rancho Viejo Town Administrator/City Secretary 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderman Joseph Rafac Town of Rancho Viejo Alderman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
Alderwoman Maria Hinojosa Town of Rancho Viejo Alderman 3301 Carmen Avenue Rancho Viejo TX 78575
City Council MeCourtney Hayden Town of South Padre Isand Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
Ms. Joni Clarke Town of South Padre Island City Manager 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
Mayor Pro Tem Jo Ann Evans Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
Councilmember Alita Bagley Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
Councilmember Sam Listi Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
The Honorable Robert Pinkerton, Jr. Town of South Padre Island Mayor 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
Councilmember Robert Fudge Town of South Padre Island Councilmember 4601 Padre Blvd. South Padre Island TX 78597
Mr. Bill Adams Valley Baptist Health System CEO 2101 Pease Street Harlingen TX 78550
Mr. Frank Yturria Yturria Ranch 3201 Central Blvd. Brownsville TX 78520
Alderman Ed Morris Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Mark Mullendor Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Thomas Rodino Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Ms. Regina Taylor Town of Bayview City Secretary 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman James "Jim" Stewart Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
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Salutation FirstName LastName OrganizationName Title Mailing Address City State Zip
The Honorable Leon Deason Town of Bayview Mayor 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Gary Lowder Town of Bayview Alderman 110 S. Roman Rd. Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Roberto Perez Town of Indian Lake Alderman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
The Honorable Barbara Collum Town of Indian Lake Mayor 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Larry Villarreal Town of Indian Lake Alderman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderwoman Mary Boss Town of Indian Lake Alderwoman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderwoman Sondra Leigh Town of Indian Lake Alderwoman 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Ms. Idalia Vega Town of Indian Lake City Secretary 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderwoman Pamela Romer Town of Indian Lake Alderwoman, Mayor Pro Tem 62 South Aztec Cove Drive Los Fresnos TX 78566
Alderman Dick Faxon Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Ms. Becky Grayson Town of Palm Valley City Secretary 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderwoman Holly Liebenz Town of Palm Valley Alderwoman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
The Honorable Dean Hall Town of Palm Valley Mayor 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderman Marvin Hendrix Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderman Rick Hosea Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Alderman John Hollingsworth Town of Palm Valley Alderman 1313 Stuart Place Road Harlingen TX 78552
Mr. Lonnie Bearden Town of Combes City Administrator P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Rene Estrada Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Eugene G. Cavazos Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
The Honorable Silvestre Garcia Town of Combes Mayor P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderwoman Olga Montes Town of Combes Alderwoman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Cecil Sorrell Town of Combes Alderman P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Alderman Marco Sanchez Town of Combes Alderman, Mayor Pro Tem P.O. Box 280 Combes TX 78535
Commissioner Victor Gonzales City of La Feria Commissioner, Position 4 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Commissioner John Hernandez City of La Feria Commissioner, Position 2 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Mr. Sunny Phillips City of La Feria City Manager 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Commissioner Lori Weaver City of La Feria Mayor Pro Tem Commissioner, Position 3 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Honorable Steve Brewer City of La Feria Mayor 115 E. Commercial Avenue La Feria TX 78559
Councilmember Alan Atherton City of Los Fresnos Councilman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Dwight Chaffin City of Los Fresnos Mayor Pro-Tem 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Yolanda Herrera-Cruz City of Los Fresnos Councilwoman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Mr. Mark Milum City of Los Fresnos City Manager 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Gary Minton City of Los Fresnos Councilman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Councilmember Swain Real City of Los Fresnos Councilman 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
The Honorable Polo Narvaez City of Los Fresnos Mayor 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos TX 78566
Ms. Pam Denny City of Los Fresnos City Secretary 200 N. Brazil Los Fresnos Tx 78566
The Honorable Richard Bennett City of Los Indios Mayor PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderman Herman Garcia City of Los Indios Mayor Pro tem PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderman Salvador Mendoza City of Los Indios Alderman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderwoman Ofelia Montenegro City of Los Indios Alderwoman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderwoman Herminia Quintanilla City of Los Indios Alderwoman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Alderman Gualberto Weaver City of Los Indios Alderman PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Ms. Beatrice Weaver City of Los Indios City Administrator PO Box 369 Los Indios TX 78567-0369
Commissioner Ramon Perez City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Joey Mendoza City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Pablo Morales City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Ms. Lydia Moreno City of Lyford City Secretary P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
The Honorable Henry De la Paz City of Lyford Mayor P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Jose Wally Solis City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Commissioner Antonio Chavez City of Lyford City Commissioner P.O. Box 310 Lyford TX 78569-0310
Alderman David Osbourne City of Primera Alderman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderwoman Hilda Siller City of Primera Alderwoman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Mr. Javier Mendez City of Primera City Administrator 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
The Honorable Pat Patterson City of Primera Mayor 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderwoman Angela Ramirez City of Primera Alderwoman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderman Michael Trejo City of Primera Alderman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Alderman David Serna City of Primera Alderman 22893 N. Stewart Place Road Primera TX 78552
Commissioner Chris Allen City of Rangerville City Commissioner 31850 Rangerville Rd. San Benito TX 78586
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Commissioner Rene de los Santos City of Rangerville City Commissioner 31850 Rangerville Rd. San Benito TX 78586
The Honorable Wayne Helbart City of Rangerville Mayor 31850 Rangerville Rd. San Benito TX 78586
Commissioner Yolanda Alexandre City of Raymondville Commissioner 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Mary Gutierrez City of Raymondville Commissioner - Place 2 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
The Honorable Orlando Correa City of Raymondville Mayor 142 S. 7th St. Raymondville TX 78580-2516
Mr. Eleazar Garcia, Jr. City of Raymondville City Manager 142 S. 7th St. Raymondville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Eziquiel Cavazos City of Raymondville Commissioner - Place 3 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
Ms. Catalina Ozona City of Raymondville Interim Director of Economic Development 142 S. 7th St. Raymondville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Clifton Smith City of Raymondville Commissioner 142 S. 7th St. Raymondsville TX 78580-2516
Commissioner Gustavo C. Olivarez City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Mike Uresti City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Gerald (Jerry) Hartzog City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Rick Tello City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Mr. Hipolito Cabrera City of Rio Hondo City Administrator PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
The Honorable Alonzo Garza, Sr. City of Rio Hondo Mayor PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Commissioner Arnulfo Huerta City of Rio Hondo City Commissioner PO Box 389 Rio Hondo TX 78583-0389
Alderman Ken Irwin Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderman Steve Muschenheim Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Mr. Rolando Vela Village of Laguna Vista City Manager 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
The Honorable Susie Houston Village of Laguna Vista Mayor 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578

Alderman Paul Villas Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderwoman Leti Martinez KeplinVillage of Laguna Vista Alderwoman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderwoman Rita Garcia Village of Laguna Vista Alderwoman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
Alderman Bill Schnier Village of Laguna Vista Alderman 122 Fernandez Street Laguna Vista TX 78578
The Honorable John F. Gonzales Willacy County County Judge 576 W. Main St. Raymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Eliberto "Beto Guerra Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 1 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor CourthoRaymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Noe Loya Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 2 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor CourthoRaymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Dora Perez Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 4 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor CourthoRaymondville TX 78580-1940
Commissioner Fred Serrato Willacy County Commissioner, Precinct 3 546 W. Hidalgo 1st Floor CourthoRaymondville TX 78580-1940
Mr. Jerry Brackhahn Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. 1st Vice President P.O. Box 851 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. John Bradford Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 406 S. 6th Street Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Lu Brownfield Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 406 S.  6th Street Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Glenn Harding Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member P.O. Box 130 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Lisandro Ramon Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member P.O. Box 962 Lyford TX 78569
Mr. Homer Rodriguez Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member P.O. Box 100 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Shawn Spanihel Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 100 N. Hwy 77, Suite N Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. Stephen Vassberg Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Board Member 1902 N. Loop 499 Harlingen TX 78550-3653
Mr. Travis Richards Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. President 22055 Laguna Seca Rd. Edinburg TX 78541
Mr. Guy Fambrough Willacy Co. Industrial Foundation, Inc. Treasurer 219 W. Hidalgo Raymondville TX 78580-3013
Commissioner Tony Trevino Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Secretary Port Commission 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Chairman Thomas Rains, Jr. Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Port Chairman 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner Robert Hulen Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Pro-Tem Chairman 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner B J Powell Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Pro-Tem Secretary 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Commissioner Mark Brown Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield  Commissioner 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
Mr. John Cameron Willacy County Navigation District/Port of Port Mansfield Port Director/General Manager 400 W. Hidalgo, Suite 200 Raymondville TX 78580
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Mr. Clyde Allen Consultant Kingsville EDC Board Member 722 E. W. Lee Ave. Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Cody Fry Armstrong Ranch P.O. Box 426 Armstrong TX 78338
Mr. Harold Ashley AEP Kingsville EDC Board Member 2600 E. Corral Ave. Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Sandra Alvarez AT&T Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 406 N. Carancahua Room 231 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Burt Bull Bull Ranches Kingsville EDC Advisory Board P.O. Box 228 Sarita TX 78305
Mr. Rudy Morales Celanese Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 428 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Norman McBride Christus Spohn Hospital-Kleberg Kingsville EDC Board Member 1311 General Cavazos Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Sam Fugate City of Kingsville Mayor P.O. Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
The Honorable Alfonso Garcia City of Kingsville City Commissioner P.O. Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Stanley Laskowski City of Kingsville City Commissioner P.O. Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
Commissioner Arturo Pecos City of Kingsville City Commissioner P.O. Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
Commissioner Charles Wilson City of Kingsville City Commissioner P.O. Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Vincent J. Capell City of Kingsville City Manager P.O. Box 1458 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Robert McCreight Coldwell Banker Kingsville EDC Board Member 515 E. King Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Scott Dodds Dodds & Associates Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 1120 Kingsville TX 78364
Ms. Lynn Yaklin Coldwell Banker Kingsville EDC Board Member 515 E. King Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Eddie Yaklin Eddie Yaklin Ford Nissan Kingsville EDC Board Member 2501 S. Hwy. 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Brian Coufal First Community Bank Kingsville EDC Board Member 1629 Brahma Blvd. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Mike Fontaine Fulenwider Chrysler Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 2151 N. Hwy 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Fil Garcia GARCO 1632 E. Santa Gertrudis Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Mark Moeller HEB Kingsville EDC Board Member 409 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
General Marc Cisneros John G. and Marie Stella Kenedy Memorial 

Foundation
CEO & Executive Vice President 555 North Carancahua, Tower II, Suite 1700 Corpus Christi TX 78478

Constable Joey Clements Kenedy County Constable, Precinct 4 PO Box 8 Sarita TX 78385-0037
Constable Louis E Turcotte, III Kenedy County County Judge 101 Mallory Sarita TX 78385
The Honorable Cindy Gonzales Kenedy County Commissioner - Pct 4 PO Box 418 Armstrong TX 78338
Commissioner Ramiro Medellin, Jr. Kenedy County Constable P.O. Box 37 Sarita TX 78385
Constable Michael Norrell Kenedy County Constable P.O. Box 226 Sarita TX 78385
Constable Roberto Salazar, Jr. Kenedy County Commissioner - Pct 2 PO Box 207 Sarita TX 78385
Sheriff Ramon Salinas III Kenedy County Sheriff 101 E. La Parra Ave. Sarita TX 78385
Commissioner Joe Recio Kenedy County Commissioner - Pct 1 151 N Mallory Sarita TX 78385
Commissioner Sarita Armstrong Hixon Kenedy County Commissioner - Pct 3 100 E Kleberg, Suite 202 Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Orville Ballard Kenedy County Wide ISD Superintendent P.O. Box 100 Sarita TX 78385-0100
Dr. John Robb Kenedy Trust c/o Frost National Bank - Trust Dept. 100 W. Houston Street San Antonio TX 78296
Mr. Daniel Morales King Ranch, Inc. P.O. Box 1090 Kingsville TX 78263
Mr. Scott Moore King Ranch, Inc. P.O. Box 1090 Kingsville TX 78263
Mr. Mitch Hutchcraft King Ranch, Inc. Vice President-Real Estate 3602 Colonial Court Ft Meyers FL 33913
Mr. David Delaney King Ranch, Inc. PO Box 1090 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Robert Underbrink King Ranch, Inc. President 3 River Way, Suite 1600 Houston TX 77056
Mr. Bob Kinnan King Ranch, Inc. Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 1418 Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Alice Byers Kingsville Chamber of Commerce Executive Director P.O. Box 1030 Kingsville TX 78364-1030
Mr. Dick Messbarger Kingsville Economic Development Council Executive Director P.O. Box 5032 Kingsville TX 78364
Dr. Ruben Corkill Kingsville ISD Interim Superintendent 207 N. Third Street Kingsville TX 78364
Mr. Joe Henkel Kleberg Bank Kingsville EDC Board Member 100 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Chad Stary Kleberg Bank Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 100 E. Kleberg Kingsville TX 78363
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Mr. Chuck Schultz Kleberg County Commissioner, Precinct 2 620 N. Third St. Kingsville TX 78363
Constable Brian Vickers Kleberg County Constable, Pct 1 2505 E Kenedy Kingsville TX 78363
Constable Omar Rosales Kleberg County Constable, Pct 2 620 N. Third Kingsville TX 78363
Commissioner Roy Cantu Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 3 433 E. County Rd. 2310 Riviera TX 78379
The Honorable Juan Escobar Kleberg County County Judge PO Box 752, County Courthouse Kingsville TX 78364
The Honorable Romeo Lomas Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 4 622 N. 14th Kingsville TX 78363
Sheriff Ed Mata Kleberg County Sheriff PO Box 1360 Kingsville TX 78364
Commissioner David Rosse Kleberg County Commissioner, Pct 1 1910 E. Trant Rd. Kingsville TX 78364
Commissioner Amado Vidal Kleberg County Constable, Pct 4 622 N. 14th Kingsville TX 78363
Constable Cid Zavala Kleberg County Constable, Pct 3 PO Box 185 Riviera TX 78379
Constable Robert Wagner Kleberg-Kenedy Co. Farm Bureau President PO BOX 5151 Kingsville TX -78364
Mr. Mark McLaughlin NAS Kingsville Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 554 McCain St. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Phil Neessen Neessen Chevrolet Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 2007 S. Highway 77 Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Frank Wilson Nueces Electric Kingsville EDC Advisory Board P.O. Box 1032 Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Otto Ewers PROCO Kingsville EDC Board Member 129 W. Huisache Ave. Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Bill Colston Riviera Telephone Co. Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 997 Riviera TX 78379
Mr. Jeff Lambert Rolls Royce Kingsville EDC Advisory Board NAS Kingsville PO Box YY Kingsville TX 78363
Mr. Maggie Salinas South Texas Water Authority Kingsville EDC Board Member 111 N. 5th Kingsville TX 78363
Ms. Sam Nelson State Farm Insurance Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 1592 Kingsville TX 78364
Dr. Steven Tallant Texas A&M University - Kingsville President 700 University MSC 101 Kingsville TX 78363
The Honorable J. M. Lozano Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 43 PO Box 2910 Austin TX 78768
Mr. Dan Garza Wells Fargo Bank Kingsville EDC Advisory Board 1910 E. Main Street Alice TX 78332
Ms. Sarita Armstrong Hixon 3412 Meadow Lake Lane Houston TX 77027-4107
Mr. Vern Crocker P.O. Box 1026 Riviera TX 78379
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Ms. Sylvia Buentello Bank of America-RADC Board Banking Center Manager 104 N. Upshaw Robstown TX 78380

Bishop Chamber of Commerce P.O. Box 426 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Rich White Celanese Kingsville EDC Board Member P.O. Box 428 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Noel Aguilar Charter Bank/RADC Board Vice President P.O. Box 10306 Corpus Christi TX 78460
Ms. Cynthia Contreras City of Bishop City Secretary P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Councilmember Janie Dominguez City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 1 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Councilmember Tony Garcia, Jr. City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 3 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Councilmember Lee Roy Kieschnick City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 4 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Councilmember Justo Suarez City of Bishop Councilmember, Place 5 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
The Honorable Victor Ramos City of Bishop Mayor P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Councilmember Rafaelita Cardenas City of Bishop Mayor Pro Tem, Councilmember, Place 2 P.O. Box 356 Bishop TX 78343
Mr. Ron Olson City of Corpus Christi City Manager P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember David Loeb City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, At Large P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Nelda Martinez City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, At Large P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Mark Scott City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, At Large P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember John Marez City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 2 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Priscilla Leal City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 3 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Chris Adler City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 4 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Councilmember Larry Elizondo City of Corpus Christi Councilmember, District 5 P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
The Honorable Joe Adame City of Corpus Christi Mayor P.O. Box 9277 Corpus Christi TX 78469-9277
Commissioner Mark Gonzalez City of Driscoll City Commissioner P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0278
Commissioner Sarah Zavala City of Driscoll City Commissioner P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0278
Ms. Melissa` Mungia City of Driscoll City Secretary P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0178
The Honorable John Aguilar City of Driscoll Mayor P.O. Box 178 Driscoll TX 78351-0278
Alderman Melvin Burch City of Petronila Alderman 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Alderman Thomas Grover City of Petronila Alderman 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Alderwoman Kathy Baca City of Petronila Alderwoman 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Alderwoman Diana Milligan City of Petronila Alderwoman 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
Ms. Celia Gonzalez City of Petronila City Secretary 3320 CR 22 Robstown TX 78380
The Honorable Katrina Burkhart City of Petronila Mayor 2961 FM 665 Robstown TX 78380
Ms. Paula Wakefield City of Robstown City Secretary P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Sybil Tipton City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 1 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Arlene Rodriguez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 2 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Amanda Vasquez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 3 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Abel Tamez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 4 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember Elias Vasquez City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 5, Mayor Pro Tem P. O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Councilmember David Medina City of Robstown Councilmember, Place 6 P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0842
The Honorable Rodrigo Ramon, Jr. City of Robstown Mayor P.O. Box 872 Robstown TX 78380-0872
Ms. Sylvia Ann Tryon Oliver Corpus Christi Black Chamber of Commerce President/CEO PO Box 60574 Corpus Christi TX 78466
Mr. Foster Edwards Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 1501 N. Chaparral Corpus Christi TX 78401
Ms. Rosie Collin Corpus Christi Hispanic Chamber of Commerce President/CEO 615 N Upper Broadway Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Tom Niskala Corpus Christi MPO Transportation Planning Director 5151 Flynn Parkway #404 Corpus Christi TX 78411
Mr. Roland Mower Corpus Christi Regional Economic Development President/CEO 800 N.Shoreline Blvd., Suite 1300 South Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Ralph Coker Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce Infrastructure Committee 1501 N. Chaparral Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Sam Keach First State Bank of Odem-RADC Board Business Dev. Officer P.O. Box 1192 Robstown TX 78380
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Mr. Mike Cain Lyondell Chemical Company-RADC Board Plant Manager Box 10940 Corpus Christi TX 78469
Commissioner Mike Pusley Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 1 901 Leopard Street, Rm 303.05 Corpus Christi TX 78401-3600
Commissioner Joe A. Gonzalez Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 2 901 Leopard Street, Rm 303.07 Corpus Christi TX 78401-3600
Commissioner Oscar Ortiz Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 3 901 Leopard Street, Rm 303.09 Corpus Christi TX 78401-3600
Commissioner Joe McComb Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 4 901 Leopard Street, Rm 303.11 Corpus Christi TX 78401-3600
Constable Jack Caughman Nueces County Constable P.O. Box 656 Bishop TX 78343
Constable Miguel Roldan Nueces County Constable 710 E. Main Robstown TX 78380
The Honorable Loyd Neal Nueces County County Judge 901 Leopard Street, Room 303 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Glen Sullivan, P.E. Nueces County Director of Public Works 901 Leopard Street Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Tyner Little Nueces County Government Affairs 901 Leopard Street Corpus Christi TX 78401
Sheriff Jim Kaelin Nueces County Sheriff 901 Leopard Street Corpus Christi TX 78401
The Honorable Bobby Gonzalez Nueces County-RADC Board Justice of the Peace, Pct 5 Place 1 710 E. Main Robstown TX 78380
Mr. John Sims Nueces Electric Cooperative General Manager P.O. Box 1032 Robstown TX 78380
Mr. Greg Brubeck, P.E. Port of Corpus Christi Authority Deputy Director of Engineering Services P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Mr. John LaRue Port of Corpus Christi Authority Executive Director P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Richard Borchard Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Chairman Mike Carrell Port of Corpus Christi Authority Chairman of the Board P O Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Mike Scott Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Judy Hawley Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Robert Kostelnik Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Charlie Zahn Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Commissioner Al Jones Port of Corpus Christi Authority Port Commissioner P. O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi TX 78403-1541
Mr. Bobby Gonzalez RADC Board President P O.Box 111 Robstown TX 78380-0111
Mr. Randy Tatum RADC Board President-Elect P.O. Box 111 Corpus Christi TX 78380-0111

Robstown Area Development Commission Executive Director P.O. Box 111 Robstown TX 78380-0111
Ms. Laura Young Robstown Housing Authority-RADC Board Executive Director 625 W. Ave. F Robstown TX 78380
Dr. Alfonso Obregon Robstown ISD Superintendent 801 N. First St. Robstown TX 78380-2608
The Honorable Todd Hunter Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 32 15217  South Padre Island Drive, Ste 205 Corpus Christi TX 78418
The Honorable Raul Torres Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 33 2820 South Padre Island Drive, Ste 106 Corpus Christi TX 78415
The Honorable Connie Scott Texas House of Representatives State Representative, District 34 9359 Interstate Highway 37 - Ste D Corpus Christi TX 78409
The Honorable Juan "Chuy" Hinojosa Texas Senate State Senator, District 20 2820 S.P.I.D., Suite 291 Corpus Christi TX 78415
Ms. Zandra Zuniga District Liason State Senator, District 20 2820 South Padre Island Drive, Ste 291 Corpus Christi TX 78415
The Honorable Blake Farenthold U.S. House of Representatives- District 27 101 N. Shoreline Blvd. Ste. 300 Corpus Christi TX 78401
Mr. Ken Trevino Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend 520 N. Staples Corpus Christi TX 78401
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US 77 Program Development Plan

Map 
Section County CSJ Section Limits Description of Work

Program Cost 
Estimate

 Estimated 
Let Date*

A Cameron

B Cameron 0039-07-230

SH 107/FM 508 interchange in 
Combs, TX to 3.7 miles north of SH 
107/FM 508 interchange

Conversion of 2-way frontage road 
to 1-way frontage roads with ramp 
reconfiguration $1,769,040.00 Aug-12

C Cameron 0327-08-083

3.7 miles north of SH 107/FM 508 
interchange to Cameron/Willacy 
county line

Conversion of 2-way frontage road 
to 1-way frontage roads with ramp 
reconfiguration $2,558,790.00 Aug-12

D Willacy

E Willacy 0327-10-053 FM 1018 to 0.3 miles north of FM 498 Construct mainlanes $13,977,857.57 Jul-11

F Willacy 0327-10-054 0.3 miles north of FM 498 to FM 3168 Construct overpass and mainlanes $19,055,494.77 Jul-11

G Willacy

H Willacy
0327-10-901 
(0327-10-057)

Business 77 to Willacy/Kenedy 
county line Construct mainlanes and overpass $87,483,986.60 Jan-37

I Kenedy
0327-05-900 
(0327-05-041)

Willacy/Kenedy county line north to 
Norias Road Construct mainlanes and overpasses $139,772,567.95 Jan-35

J Kenedy
0327-04-902 
(0327-04-036)

Norias Road north 9.6 miles 
(Armstrong Ranch Gate) Construct mainlanes and overpasses $93,376,821.25 Jan-33

K Kenedy
0327-03-902
(0327-03-045)

9.6 miles north of Norias Road to 8 
miles south of La Parra Ave. Construct mainlanes and overpasses $148,210,302.67 Jan-31

L Kenedy
0327-02-902 
(0327-02-055)

8 miles south of La Parra Ave. to 
Kenedy/Kleberg county line Construct mainlanes and overpasses $94,964,057.25 Jan-29

M Kenedy 0327-02-050
0.87 miles south of La Parra Ave. to 
0.71 miles north of La Parra Ave. Construct overpass in Sarita $11,319,740.00 Aug-12

N Kleberg 0327-01-030
Kenedy/Kleberg county line to SH 
285 Construct relief route around Riviera $43,669,769.98 Sep-25

O Kleberg 0102-04-098 SH 285 to 1.5 miles north of SH 285 Construct relief route around Riviera $69,662,884.79 Sep-25

P Kleberg 0102-04-097
1.5 miles north of SH 285 to County 
Road 2130

Construct mainlanes, frontage roads 
and structures $112,617,332.69 Feb-23

Q Kleberg 0102-04-099 County Road 2130 to FM 1356
Construct mainlanes, frontage roads 
and structures $41,056,118.32 Feb-17

R Kleberg

S Kleberg 0102-04-095 FM 425 to SH 141
Construct mainlanes and overpass at 
Caesar Ave $16,516,500.00 Feb-12

T Kleberg

U Kleberg 0102-04-096
FM 1898 to Kleberg/Nueces county 
line

Construct mainlanes and partial 
frontage roads $12,849,580.20 Feb-15

V Nueces 0102-03-081 Kleberg/Nueces county line to FM 70 Construct mainlanes and overpasses $35,470,819.14 Sep-19

W Nueces 0102-03-082 FM 70 to County Road 16 Construct mainlanes and overpasses $39,513,086.26 Feb-15

X Nueces 0102-03-083
County Road 16 to south of County 
Road 28

Construct relief route around 
Driscoll $103,031,478.65 Sep-21

Y Nueces 0102-02-096 South of County Road 28 to FM 892 Construct mainlanes and overpasses $40,829,092.00 Jul-13

Z Nueces 0102-02-095 FM 892 to SH 44 Construct mainlanes $14,454,000.00 Jul-12

AA Nueces

Total Program Cost $1,142,159,320.09

* It is important to understand that these dates are estimates based on anticipated funding.  Actual funding is determined by the U.S. Congress and Texas Legislature, and the actual funding will 
eventually determine the date when the entire project is completed.  The Program Development Plan will be regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect changes based upon actual funding and the progress 
made on the project.

Source: TxDOT DCIS, November and December 2011
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  1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

  2                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Okay.  I think we're

  3   ready to get started.  So, if you could all just have a

  4   seat, we would appreciate it.  Okay.  We'll go ahead and

  5   get started.   Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.

  6   Please let me welcome you to our US 77 Public Hearing on

  7   behalf of the Texas Department of Transportation and the

  8   Federal Highway Administration.

  9                My name is Mario Jorge and I'm the

 10   District Engineer for the Pharr District for TxDOT, and

 11   I will be serving as tonight's public hearing officer.

 12   We have a couple of folks that will be making a

 13   presentation.  With me this evening is Bob Clark, a

 14   right-of-way specialist for TxDOT, and Mr. John Mack,

 15   who our project manager from Jacobs Engineering for the

 16   US 77 project.

 17                At this time I'd like to take a couple of

 18   minutes to recognize some of the public officials that

 19   are with us here tonight, and I want to thank them for

 20   being with us.  We have Commissioner Sofia Benavides

 21   from Cameron County.  Commissioner, thank you for

 22   coming.  We have the Mayor of the City of Raymondville,

 23   Orlando Correa.  Thank you.  We have Commissioner Mary

 24   Gutierrez from the City of Raymondville.  Commissioner,

 25   thank you.
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  Justice of the

  2   Peace for Kenedy County, Cecilia Schultz.  Thank you.

  3   Representing Willacy County, Judge John Gonzales,

  4   Mr. Edward Gonzales from Judge Gonzales' office.  Thank

  5   you.  We also have representing Cameron County and

  6   Cameron County RMA, Pete Sepulveda.  Thank you, Pete,

  7   for being here.  And also representing the City of

  8   Raymondville, Yogi Garcia.  Thank you for being here.

  9   We got everybody?

 10                And we also -- I do want to recognize,

 11   also, Ken Jones.  He's the Executive Director of the

 12   Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council.  Ken, thank

 13   you for joining us.  David Allex -- where are you,

 14   David?  David Allex, our Chairman for the Cameron County

 15   RMA.  Thank you for being here, David.  I think I got

 16   everybody.  Okay.  Thank you all for being here.

 17                All right.  The purpose of tonight's

 18   hearing is to explain the plans for the proposed design

 19   and construction to upgrade US 77 with a controlled

 20   access facility from US 83 to Interstate 37 in Corpus.

 21   We're going to provide you with an overview of the

 22   right-of-way process, and also receive public testimony

 23   on the proposed project.  The public hearing is being

 24   held in compliance with Title 23 of the United States

 25   Code, Section 128, and 23 Code of Federal Regulations,
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  -- Part 771.

  2                Tonight's proceedings are being held to

  3   provide an opportunity to interested citizens to make

  4   public comments on the proposed project, its location,

  5   and major design features.  Also, to provide a public

  6   forum for presenting major design features including the

  7   social, economic, environmental, and other potential

  8   effects.

  9                An Environmental Assessment has been

 10   prepared by TxDOT on behalf of the Federal Highway

 11   Administration to fulfill the requirements set forth in

 12   the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, also

 13   known as NEPA.  This document does comply with all

 14   applicable federal and state regulations.  The

 15   Environmental Assessment documents, documents the

 16   state's analysis of the transportation need and purpose

 17   for the project, development of transportation options,

 18   effects to economic, social, and natural environment,

 19   its consistency with the area goals and objectives,

 20   mitigation measures, and public and agency involvement

 21   activities.

 22                In late 2011, December of 2011, copies of

 23   the Environmental Assessment, also known as an EA

 24   document, were made available for public view and

 25   comment and will remain until February 21st, 2012.
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  If you would

  2   like a listing of the specific locations where the EA is

  3   available, that information is available at the sign-in

  4   table.  We do have a stenographer taking notes for

  5   tonight's proceedings, and that transcript, along with

  6   all the comments received by February 21st, 2012, will

  7   become part of the official record for the project.  The

  8   comments received tonight and during the public comment

  9   period will be evaluated and considered in making the

 10   final project decisions.

 11                Before we begin the technical

 12   presentation, I would like to review the procedures for

 13   tonight's public hearing.  Under the guidelines of NEPA,

 14   during a formal public hearing, we can report the

 15   findings of the Environmental Assessment and listen to

 16   your comments.  This public hearing is part of the open

 17   comment period which, again, ends February 21st, 2012.

 18   During the comment period, we can receive comments but

 19   cannot respond to the comments or take questions during

 20   tonight's technical presentations and public testimony.

 21                Following the technical presentation, we

 22   will be taking public testimony tonight.  You can also

 23   provide written comments.  Following the comment period,

 24   a hearing report will be published and responses to

 25   substantive project related comments will be provided.
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  So, something

  2   will be published.  Everyone should have received a

  3   meeting packet when you signed in this evening.  The

  4   packet will be helpful as we go through the program

  5   tonight.  If you don't have a packet, raise your hand

  6   and we'll make sure we get that to you.

  7                The packet has an agenda, the project map,

  8   a speaker card, and a comment sheet.  So, again, if you

  9   would like to provide public testimony after the

 10   technical presentation, please fill out the speaker card

 11   in your meeting packet and turn it to the sign-in table.

 12   If you prefer to provide written comments, you can fill

 13   out the comment sheet included in the packet and place

 14   it in the comment box or mail it in.  For the comments

 15   to be included as part of the official record, they must

 16   be postmarked by February 21st, 2012.  Everyone's

 17   comments are welcomed, encouraged, and will be taken

 18   into consideration when final project decisions are

 19   made.

 20                Mr. John Mack, of Jacobs Engineering, the

 21   project manager, will now describe to you the need and

 22   purpose of the project, the transportation options

 23   considered for the proposed project, the options

 24   advanced for detailed study, and the potential

 25   environmental effects.  John, if you will.
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK:  Good evening, my name is

  2   John Mack and I am the Project Manager for the project.

  3   I'm going to review the proposed project in detail and

  4   discuss recommended improvements.  I will review the

  5   recommended improvements.  I will also discuss the

  6   right-of-way needs and changes in access.  And I will

  7   note the options we considered in different areas, as

  8   well as certain environmental features, particularly

  9   those that affect the recommendations.

 10                We are having five public hearings in

 11   various communities for the US 77 Project.  At each

 12   hearing we will be presenting the same information and

 13   address each section of roadway.  I encourage you to

 14   refer to the project map provided in your meeting packet

 15   as I walk through this project section by section.

 16                The project area extends from US 83 in

 17   Harlingen to I-37 in Corpus Christi.  In defining the

 18   needs of the transportation project, additional citizen

 19   comments were considered along with other project

 20   related information.  Within the project area, there are

 21   transportation problems that support the following need

 22   statements for major transportation improvements to US

 23   77.

 24                At-grade intersections compromise safety

 25   on this high-speed highway facility.  At-grade --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- intersections

  2   within the project limits experience higher accident

  3   rates.  Projected increases in traffic on US 77 will

  4   increase the potential for incidents associated with the

  5   numerous at-grade intersections.  System continuity does

  6   not meet driver expectations.  One example of this is

  7   driving on an Interstate and coming to a section of road

  8   with a stoplight.

  9                The purpose of the proposed project is to

 10   improve safety by separating through-traffic from cross-

 11   traffic at major intersections and ranch gates.  Safety

 12   improvements would continue through the use of frontage

 13   roads that separate through-traffic from local traffic

 14   using side streets.  Mobility will be improved as

 15   through-traffic will not need to stop or slow down for

 16   cars entering or exiting the highway at these

 17   intersections.

 18                In the development of the Environmental

 19   Assessment, we looked at three transportation options

 20   for addressing the need and purpose of the project which

 21   include a Transportation System Management,

 22   Transportation Demand Management, and a Build Option.

 23   We also considered a no build option.  The

 24   Transportation System Management and Transportation

 25   Demand Management options are transportation --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- improvements

  2   that are more appropriately applied within an urban or

  3   metropolitan environment.  As a result, they would not

  4   meet the need and purpose of this project and were

  5   dropped from further consideration.

  6                The Build Option is to upgrade US 77 from

  7   US 83 to I-37 so that it functions like an Interstate

  8   highway.  It will include two relief routes at Driscoll

  9   and Riviera.  The new highway would be similar to I-37

 10   in Corpus Christi or US 83 in Harlingen.  There would be

 11   medians, overpasses, on-ramps and off-ramps, and in some

 12   cases, one-way frontage roads.  Cars and trucks would

 13   only be able to enter and exit the facility via these on

 14   and off-ramps.  The build option would meet the need and

 15   purpose of the project, and was advanced for detail

 16   study from the Environmental Assessment.

 17                In the development of the Build Option,

 18   our focus was to use as much of the existing right-of-

 19   way as possible.  Of the 88 miles of proposed

 20   construction, 56 miles of improvements are within

 21   existing right-of-ways.  There are approximately 23 and

 22   a half miles where we would need to acquire right-of-way

 23   adjacent to existing US 77.  Finally, eight and a half

 24   miles of new right-of-way will be required for the two

 25   relief routes which I will discuss later.  The total --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- estimated cost

  2   of the Build Option is $1.06 billion, which accounts for

  3   inflation over the next 25 years to complete

  4   construction, and is subject to available funding.

  5                I will now describe the proposed

  6   improvements to US 77.  I will begin in the south at US

  7   83 and proceed north to I-37.  The project area has been

  8   divided into 27 sections.  Eight sections are currently

  9   at, or will soon be at, Interstate standards once

 10   construction activities are complete.  19 sections will

 11   require construction to meet Interstate standards and

 12   were evaluated in the Environmental Assessment.  Because

 13   the US 77 Project is part of an ongoing program to

 14   upgrade US 77 to Interstate standards, I will briefly

 15   describe all 27 sections and provide details for

 16   sections that are evaluated in the Environmental

 17   Assessment.

 18                Sections A, B, C, D, E, F, and G extend

 19   from the interchange at US 83 in Harlingen to the

 20   Business 77 merge north of Raymondville; a distance of

 21   nearly 25 miles.  Section A and D are at Interstate

 22   standards and no additional work is planned in these

 23   sections.  Section E and F are under construction and

 24   were advanced under separate environmental documents.

 25   These four sections are being included for --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  --

  2   informational purposes because they are part of the US

  3   77 Program.

  4                With regard to sections B and C, which are

  5   addressed in this environmental study, there would be

  6   reconstruction of the on and off-ramps to full

  7   Interstate standards, as well as the conversion of the

  8   existing two-way frontage roads to one-way frontage

  9   roads to improve safety.  Section H extends from the

 10   Business 77 merge to the Willacy/Kenedy county line, a

 11   distance of 5.8 miles.  Within this section, the

 12   mainlanes for the controlled access facility would be

 13   constructed.  Overpasses for the mainlanes would be

 14   included at Yturria County Road and Thomas Ranch Road.

 15   No additional right-of-way is required in this section.

 16                Section I extends from the Willacy/Kenedy

 17   county line to Norias Road, a distance of 13 miles.

 18   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

 19   overpasses.  Overpasses for the mainlanes would be

 20   included for El Devisadero/Santa Breta Road, Diamond

 21   Ranch/H. Yturria Road, Crystal Gate/Rudolph Tower Road,

 22   and Norias Road/Stillman Gate Road.  There will be six

 23   partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

 24   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 25   section.
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Section J begins

  2   at Norias Road and extends 9.6 miles to Time/Armstrong

  3   Ranch Gate.  It would include the construction of

  4   mainlanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for the mainlanes

  5   would include the Butler Gate, Tullidos Gate/Armstrong

  6   Ranch Road, and the Time Gate/Armstrong Ranch Road.

  7   There will also be two partial interchanges located at

  8   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

  9   required in this section.

 10                Section K extends 9.6 miles north to

 11   Norias road to eight miles south of La Parra Avenue, a

 12   distance of 12.7 miles.  Construction in this section

 13   would include mainlanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

 14   the mainlanes would include South Zorillo Gate, Turcotte

 15   East and West Gate, Guajulote Gate, and Mifflin Gate.

 16   There will also be four partial interchanges located at

 17   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

 18   required in this section.

 19                Section L extends from eight miles south

 20   of La Parra Avenue to the Kenedy/Kleberg county line, a

 21   distance of 11.7 miles.  Construction in this section

 22   would include mainlanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

 23   the mainlanes would include El Paistle Gate, La Parra

 24   Ranch Road, and Armstrong Avenue.  There will also be

 25   five partial interchanges located at intermediate --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- ranch gates.

  2   No additional right-of-way is required in this section.

  3                Section M includes the construction of the

  4   overpass of La Parra Avenue in Sarita, Texas.  This

  5   section is being advanced under a separate environmental

  6   document and is being included tonight for informational

  7   purposes because it is part of the US 77 Program.

  8   Section N and O are the relief routes proposed for the

  9   community of Riviera.  I would like to note that the

 10   existing US 77 route through Riviera will remain

 11   unchanged, including the connectivity to State Highway

 12   285.

 13                The proposed relief route is east of

 14   Riviera and extends from the Kleberg/Kenedy county line

 15   to Los Olmos Creek, one and a half miles north of State

 16   Highway 285/County Road 2280, a distance of three miles

 17   total.  Interchanges would be provided at existing US 77

 18   south of Riviera, FM 771, County Road 2290, and existing

 19   US 77 north of Riviera, and County Road 2280.  Direct

 20   access to Riviera for both northbound and southbound

 21   travelers has been provided through direct connections.

 22   The right-of-way for the proposed relief route would be

 23   approximately 400 feet in width, approximately three

 24   miles long, and require 127 acres of right-of-way.

 25                Section P extends from one and a half --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- miles north of

  2   State Highway 285 at County Road 2280 to County Road

  3   2130, a distance of 8.6 miles.  Construction in this

  4   section would include mainlanes, frontage roads, and

  5   interchanges at Ranch-to-Market 628, FM 772, and FM

  6   1118/County Road 2160 in Ricardo.  This section would

  7   require the acquisition of approximately 35 feet of

  8   additional right-of-way on the east side of US 77.  The

  9   existing truck weigh stations south of Riviera would be

 10   relocated to north of RM 628 on the east of US 77.

 11   Approximately 154 acres of additional right-of-way will

 12   be required for the new weigh station.

 13                Section Q extends from County Road 2130 to

 14   FM 1356 on the south end of Kingsville, a distance of

 15   3.4 miles.  Construction in this section would include

 16   mainlanes, frontage roads, and interchanges at County

 17   Road 2120 and FM 1717.  This section would require the

 18   acquisition of right-of-way on both sides of US 77.  The

 19   amount of right-of-way varies considerably from 35 feet

 20   to 200 feet, depending on a specific location.

 21                Sections R, S, and T extend from FM

 22   1356/East General Cavazos Boulevard to FM 1898/East

 23   Corral Avenue in Kingsville, a distance of two and a

 24   half miles.  One and a half miles of roadway in this

 25   area are already at Interstate standards, and --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- eight-tenths

  2   of a mile is scheduled for construction in 2012.  These

  3   sections were advanced under separate environmental

  4   documents and are being included for informational

  5   purposes because they are part of the US 77 Program.  No

  6   additional right-of-way is required in this section.

  7                Section U extends from FM 1898 to

  8   Kleberg/Nueces county line, a distance of 3.3 miles.

  9   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

 10   an interchange at East Sage Road.  No additional right-

 11   of-way is required in this section.  Section V extends

 12   from the Kleburg/Nueces county line to FM 70, a distance

 13   of 2.5 miles.  Construction in this section would

 14   include mainlanes between the existing frontage roads

 15   and interchanges at County Road 4, East Sixth Street,

 16   and East Fourth Street.  No additional right-of-way is

 17   required in this section.

 18                Section W extends from FM 70 to County

 19   Road 16, a distance of four miles.  Construction in this

 20   section will include mainlanes, frontage roads, and

 21   interchanges at County Road 10 and County Road 12/FM

 22   3354.  This section would require the acquisition of

 23   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

 24   east side of US 77.

 25                Section X includes the proposed relief --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- route for the

  2   city of Driscoll.  I would like to note that existing US

  3   77 through Driscoll would remain unchanged.  The

  4   proposed relief route is east of Driscoll and extends

  5   from County Road 16 to south of County Road 28, a

  6   distance of 4.1 miles.  Interchanges would be provided

  7   at existing US 77 south of Driscoll, FM 665, and

  8   existing US 77 north of Driscoll.  Direct access to

  9   Driscoll for northbound and southbound travelers has

 10   been provided through direct connections.  The right-of-

 11   way for the proposed relief route will be approximately

 12   400 foot in width, approximately 4.1 miles long, and

 13   would require 145 acres of right-of-way.

 14                Section Y extends from south of County

 15   Road 28 to FM 892, a distance of 6.5 miles.

 16   Construction in this section would include mainlanes,

 17   frontage roads, and interchanges at FM 2826 and County

 18   Road 36.  This section would require the acquisition of

 19   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

 20   east side of US 77.

 21                Section Z extends from FM 892 to State

 22   Highway 44/Industrial Boulevard, a distance of

 23   approximately one mile.  Mainlanes are scheduled to

 24   begin construction in 2012.  Right-of-way acquisition

 25   for this section is underway.  This section was --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- cleared under

  2   a previous environmental document and is being included

  3   tonight for informational purposes because it's part of

  4   the US 77 Program.

  5                Section AA extends from State Highway 44

  6   to I-37, a distance of 6.2 miles.  This section is at

  7   Interstate standards and was recently designated as

  8   Interstate I-69.  The potential impacts for projects in

  9   each of these sections are detailed in the Environmental

 10   Assessment.  The relief routes at Driscoll and Riviera

 11   are being proposed at a new location, and I would like

 12   to specifically discuss these areas.  For these two

 13   relief routes, various options were looked at to address

 14   the need and purpose of the project in these locations.

 15   The options considered were; expanding the existing US

 16   77 through the communities at-grade, constructing an

 17   elevated highway through the communities, a new highway

 18   to the east, and a new highway to the west.

 19                Widening existing US 77 or constructing an

 20   elevated highway through these communities would have

 21   negative social, economic, and environmental effects

 22   because most of the businesses adjacent to the existing

 23   highway would have to be relocated.  Routes to the west

 24   were studied.  Because of the Union Pacific Railroad

 25   line, adjacent to US 77 in both Driscoll and Riviera, --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- a western

  2   route would require the construction of four large

  3   bridges at two different locations.  These bridges would

  4   have steep skew angles.

  5                Routes to the east were also studied in

  6   both Riviera and Driscoll.  These routes resulted in

  7   fewer displacements and fewer environmental impacts.

  8   Thus, the decision was made to recommend the eastern

  9   routes for further study in the Environmental

 10   Assessment.

 11                In addition, a biological survey was

 12   conducted for the project to assess the potential for

 13   effects to threatened and endangered plant or animal

 14   species.  The following endangered plants or animals

 15   were found in the project area, and conservation

 16   measures for these species will be incorporated in the

 17   design of the facility.  Slender Rush-pea and South

 18   Texas Ambrosia plant populations have been located in

 19   northern Kleberg County and southern Nueces County.  The

 20   project has been designed to avoid these locations.  In

 21   fact, the location of the Sage Interchange was moved to

 22   specifically avoid these species.

 23                During construction, no staging or other

 24   activities will be allowed in these areas.  Construction

 25   fencing will be erected around the endangered plants --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- to avoid

  2   inadvertent impacts.

  3                Ocelot and jaguarundi populations have

  4   been noted in the project area.  The Federal Highway

  5   Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

  6   are currently conducting a consultation under Section 7

  7   of the Endangered Species Act.  This consultation will

  8   result in conservation measures being incorporated into

  9   the project to avoid and minimize potential impacts to

 10   the ocelot and jaguarundi populations.

 11                Project Implementation.  TxDOT has

 12   prepared a US 77 Program Development Plan in

 13   coordination with the Federal Highway Administration.

 14   The US 77 Program consists of all upgrades to Interstate

 15   standards projects that remain to be constructed.  These

 16   projects include the construction sections that were

 17   evaluated in the EA and projects that are approved for

 18   or are under construction.  This Program Development

 19   Plan outlines how TxDOT anticipates funding and phasing

 20   in the remaining construction sections of the US 77

 21   Program over the next 25 years.

 22                The cost estimate to complete the US 77

 23   Program is approximately $1.14 billion.  This number

 24   includes $1.06 billion worth of highway upgrades

 25   evaluated in EA, as well as those projects that were --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- previously

  2   evaluated in separate environmental documents.  The

  3   program cost estimate is based on a 25-year development

  4   time frame and includes inflation considerations.

  5                According to the Program Development Plan,

  6   TxDOT anticipates that state and federal funding would

  7   be available to build the remaining construction

  8   sections.  This assumption is based on a review of

  9   historic funding trends for US 77.  For example, since

 10   1985, approximately $582 million of federal and state

 11   funding has been spent to upgrade US 77 in South Texas.

 12   This equates to nearly $30 million per year.

 13   Essentially, TxDOT would need $38 million per year to

 14   fully fund completion of the US 77 Program over the next

 15   25 years.

 16                The Program Development Plan presents the

 17   proposed construction phasing to complete the US 77

 18   Program.  The map handout provided in your meeting

 19   packets specifically identifies each US 77 construction

 20   section and a proposed date for which that section will

 21   begin construction, subject to available funding.  The

 22   table on the back of that handout provides additional

 23   details such as section limits, description of work, and

 24   estimated cost of each section.

 25                It's important to understand that these --



Deposition of US 77 Upgrade Public Hearing ��

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- dates are

  2   estimates based on anticipated funding.  Actual funding

  3   is determined by the U.S. Congress and Texas

  4   Legislature, and the actual funding would eventually

  5   determine the date of when the entire project is

  6   complete.  The Program Development Plan will be

  7   regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect changes based on

  8   actual funding and progress made on the project.  I

  9   would now like to introduce to you Bob Clark, who is a

 10   right-of-way specialist for TxDOT.  Bob will review the

 11   Right-Of-Way Relocation Assistance Program.

 12                MR. BOB CLARK:  Thank you.  My name is Bob

 13   Clark.  I'm the Right-Of-Way Supervisor for the South

 14   Region which covers this area, Corpus, all of the Valley

 15   area, and all the way north to Austin.  All property

 16   necessary for this project will be acquired in

 17   accordance with the policies and procedures established

 18   by the Federal Highway Administration and the Texas

 19   Department of Transportation Relocation Program.  And

 20   more detailed statements of these policies and

 21   procedures appears in the State Purchase of Right-Of-Way

 22   and Relocation Assistance pamphlets that we have

 23   available at the tables back here for you to review, and

 24   you can discuss -- we also have right-of-way agents back

 25   here who can discuss those with you.
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  1                MR. BOB CLARK (cont'd):  I'll first review

  2   the right-of-way acquisition process, and then discuss

  3   the relocation benefits that are available to property

  4   owners.  The state will conduct and prepare cost

  5   estimates for the project, then we enter into agreements

  6   with the local public agencies, the local government, to

  7   contribute their share of funds needed for the right-of-

  8   way project.  After we receive funds from the local

  9   governments, they're sent, along with the agreements and

 10   the environmental clearance paperwork, to Austin to the

 11   Right-Of-Way Division to request a release to acquire

 12   certain right-of-way.

 13                After we receive funds from the local

 14   government, they're sent along with the agreements and

 15   the environmental clearance, so we can request a right-

 16   of-way release from Right-Of-Way Division in Austin and

 17   we'll contract with an independent local title company

 18   to research the property needed and provide closing

 19   services, along with the necessary title insurance.  The

 20   state needs to acquire clear title to the property,

 21   except for the mineral rights that are retained by the

 22   seller.  When we receive release from Austin, we'll

 23   employ a state certified approved appraiser to appraise

 24   property, you will be contacted in writing by our

 25   office, contacted by the appraiser before the initial --
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  1                MR. BOB CLARK (cont'd):  -- inspection,

  2   the appraiser will make an appointment to meet with you

  3   on the ground at the property.

  4                It's a good idea that if you can meet with

  5   the appraiser to explain and show him all the

  6   improvements on the property, in some cases there's

  7   underground improvements.  So it's a real good idea to

  8   be there.  The appraisal will be reviewed by the TxDOT

  9   approved appraisers and ultimately approved as to the

 10   value of the property and improvements.  Once this is

 11   complete, the appraisal is ready for negotiations with

 12   the property owner.  There are federal and state laws

 13   that protect property owners and require that they

 14   receive fair value for their property.  There's many

 15   steps that we must take just to ensure the owner's

 16   property rights.

 17                After the appraised value is reviewed and

 18   approved by a state negotiator -- an approved state

 19   negotiator from the regional office will contact you and

 20   let you know that appraisal has been completed.  And

 21   they'll also let you know that they'll be sending out a

 22   copy of the appraisal, a written offer letter, and other

 23   information to you.  After that, when you've had ample

 24   time to review the appraisal and the offer, they'll

 25   contact you and see if you would like to set up an --
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  1                MR. BOB CLARK (cont'd):  -- appointment,

  2   at your convenience, for the negotiator to come out and

  3   assess the appraised value, how it was reached, and any

  4   way the project might affect your property.  If you

  5   disagree with the appraised value, a written counter

  6   offer may be submitted within 30 days of the written

  7   offer.

  8                If you have a specific dollar amount that

  9   you'd accept, along with supporting information and the

 10   counter offer as to why the property value should be

 11   increased, the counter offer will be reviewed by TxDOT

 12   under the administrative settlement process and the

 13   property owner will be notified of the decision.  Only

 14   one counter offer can be made.  If you accept this final

 15   offer, a deed will be prepared for your execution, and

 16   we can close on the property within about 30 days.  If

 17   agreement cannot be reached regarding the value of the

 18   property needed by the state, or there's title issues or

 19   problems that can't be solved, the property owner has a

 20   right to go through the land process to contest the

 21   value established by the state appraiser or clear the

 22   title.

 23                If that happens, three disinterested

 24   landowners, appointed by the court, will listen to both

 25   sides, and agree to determinate the value that had --
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  1                MR. BOB CLARK (cont'd):  -- been

  2   determined by the court for the property.  After the

  3   award is deposited with the court, the property becomes

  4   the state's.  If one or both sides are not satisfied

  5   with the decision, it can be appealed.  Land owners may

  6   be eligible for certain benefits through our Relocation

  7   Program.  These can include moving personal property not

  8   included in the appraisal and pay for costs incurred by

  9   transferring the property to the state.  In some

 10   instances where homeowners or tenants are displaced by

 11   the acquisition, there may be a cash supplement that our

 12   relocation agent will discuss with you.

 13                There's also special relocation benefits

 14   provided for businesses that may be displaced by the

 15   project.  Before a person or organization is required to

 16   move, they'll be given adequate time to find other

 17   housing or business accommodations.  Each of those

 18   affected will be given written notice of a date to

 19   vacate.  Property owners will be given at least 90 days

 20   or written notice of the dates that they must move.

 21   Property owners eligible for relocation benefits should

 22   not move until they're contacted by the relocation

 23   agent.  You could actually possibly lose some of your

 24   benefits.

 25                As I mentioned, there's booklets for --
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  1                MR. BOB CLARK (cont'd):  -- the property

  2   owners called State's Purchase of Right-Of-Way and

  3   Relocation Assistance back on the table.  If we run out,

  4   please leave your name and address and we'll mail them

  5   to you.  Thank you for your time.

  6                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Thank you, Bob and

  7   John.  So as mentioned earlier, Section AA at the north

  8   end of the project has been designated as I-69 already.

  9   And at this point, I would like to briefly discuss the

 10   Interstate designation process for the remaining

 11   portions of 77 in South Texas.  As the US 77 Program

 12   Development Plan indicates, completion of the US 77

 13   Program would take place over an approximate 25-year

 14   period, again, subject to the available funding.

 15                We do anticipate, however, that as

 16   sections of US 77 begin to experience higher traffic

 17   volumes, safety improvements would be implemented.

 18   These safety improvements could take the form of closing

 19   or relocating crossovers and adding or removing turn

 20   bays.  Federal law allows TxDOT to request that

 21   remaining portions of the US 77 between Robstown and

 22   Harlingen be designated as I-69 once certain conditions

 23   are met.  For instance, once this section of the highway

 24   meets Interstate standards and connects to an existing

 25   Interstate, TxDOT can request Federal Highway --
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  --

  2   Administration approval to designate that section of

  3   highway as I-69.

  4                Under current law, that process would

  5   continue north to south.  As an entrance step to

  6   fulfilling TxDOT's commitment to complete I-69 in South

  7   Texas, and upon completing certain safety and access

  8   improvements in Kenedy and northern Willacy counties and

  9   having a direct connection to the Interstate, TxDOT can

 10   request FHWA to designate those portions of the existing

 11   US 77 in South Texas as I-69, prior to those sections

 12   being upgraded to Interstate standards.  Because those

 13   sections would not be at Interstate standards, it would

 14   be necessary for TxDOT to request a design exception.

 15   The decision to approve such a request, would be at the

 16   discretion of the Federal Highway Administration and

 17   based on complying with federal laws.

 18                Now that you've heard a description of the

 19   proposed project and the TxDOT right-of-way process, we

 20   will begin the public testimony portion of the hearing.

 21   If you registered to make a public comment, you will

 22   have your opportunity shortly.  Just as a reminder,

 23   because of the guidelines for the comment period, we

 24   will not be able to respond to comments or questions

 25   during the public testimony portion of the hearing.
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  When your name

  2   is called, please move to the front of the room and be

  3   ready to speak.  Please limit your comments to three

  4   minutes.

  5                To assist you with this, the meeting

  6   facilitator will hold a green card in the first two

  7   minutes of testimony, followed by a yellow card, and

  8   then followed by a red card when you're basically out of

  9   time.  And, again, just for the courtesy of everyone, if

 10   you run out of time for comment, please provide the

 11   written comments on your comment card and turn that in

 12   to the sign-in table.

 13                If you wish to participate in public

 14   testimony and have not yet filled out a speaker card,

 15   just go ahead and do so and see the staff at the sign-in

 16   table.  At this time we'll begin taking testimony.  I'll

 17   begin by calling the names of individuals that have

 18   signed up to speak, and we'll start taking testimony.

 19   Do we have any public officials that signed up to speak?

 20   I will allow elected officials, if they have short

 21   comments to make, allowed to do so at this time.  No.

 22   Okay.  Then we'll start with the first individual that

 23   signed up to speak.  Oh, the Mayor.  Yes, sir.

 24                MAYOR ORLANDO CORREA:  Good afternoon,

 25   everybody.  I'm just -- I'm here just like everybody --
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  1                MAYOR ORLANDO CORREA (cont'd):  -- else.

  2   I just wanted to hear what was happening with the

  3   proposed highway, and I'm just very happy, very proud to

  4   see something like this going through.  So, I just want

  5   to also let y'all know I do sit on the board with

  6   Commissioner Staples and the Rural Health and Economic

  7   Development Board in the State of Texas, and a lot of

  8   this information will come up in the next year because

  9   we will be drafting some guidelines on how rural areas

 10   of Texas are going to be affected by things like this.

 11                It's said that 12 percent of Texans live

 12   in rural areas, but a hundred percent of the Texans

 13   benefit from that 12 percent, whether it's agriculture

 14   or just resources such as cattle, tourism, hunting,

 15   things like that.  So I think that my comment is just to

 16   that, saying that we need to go forward and not cut out

 17   the rural areas, but let them be part of this great

 18   highway that's going to go through.

 19                And, you know, because it kind of scares

 20   us to feel like we're just going to be looked over, but

 21   from what the comments, and what I've seen on this, it

 22   looks like we're all on the same page.  So I want to

 23   thank y'all, and, you know, here's to a great endeavor.

 24   So, thanks a lot.

 25                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Thank you, --
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  -- Mayor, we

  2   appreciate it.  First up we'll have Mr. Chuck Burns and

  3   followed by Mr. Steve Jennings.  So, Mr. Burns, if you

  4   would like to come up to the microphone.

  5                MR. CHUCK BURNS:  Actually, most of my

  6   concerns have already been addressed by y'all here.  You

  7   hear different aspects of what's going on, and I didn't

  8   have the right information, and it was cleared up for me

  9   now.  So, I really don't have any comment.  Thank you.

 10                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.

 11   We appreciate it.  Mr. Jennings.  Following Mr. Jennings

 12   is Mr. John Bradford.

 13                MR. STEVE JENNINGS:  My name is Steve

 14   Jennings.  I live in Combes in Section B on the map that

 15   y'all handed out.  I would address the area from 107 up

 16   to what is marked on the maps back there as loop -- Spur

 17   448.  We have a two-way frontage there.  I request that

 18   we retain that two-way frontage there.  There's probably

 19   a minimum of a hundred families that use that two-way

 20   frontage, and it's going to increase the drive time,

 21   every time they go to town, from one to four miles.

 22                And my personal situation, it's going to

 23   increase every time I go from my supply yard to my

 24   operations from a distance of one mile to probably four

 25   plus miles.  It's well utilized by the local people --
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  1                MR. STEVE JENNINGS (cont'd):  -- and so I

  2   request that they retain that from FM 508, or Texas 107,

  3   to Spur 448 on both sides of US 77.

  4                Number two is drainage.  My home was

  5   destroyed by flood water in the hurricane two years ago

  6   in the main part of Combes.  All of Combes is impacted

  7   by the placement of the expressway there.  It created a

  8   border there which eliminated the natural water flow.

  9   That was not a situation before that expressway was put

 10   in because there was not adequate accommodation,

 11   adequate drainage placed -- put in place to accommodate

 12   that water flow.

 13                So I request that when this work is done,

 14   that we put in adequate drainage to eliminate the

 15   flooding that's caused there in the City of Combes.  My

 16   third item is that it's my understanding that TxDOT is

 17   required to use ten percent of its funds of new

 18   construction for aesthetic purposes; is that correct?

 19   Or can you --

 20                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Well, I'm not supposed

 21   to answer, but we'll talk afterwards, Mr. Jennings.  I

 22   can't comment.

 23                MR. STEVE JENNINGS:  Okay.  Anyway, I

 24   believe you said $1.06 billion was the amount for this

 25   project, that would come out to a little bit over --
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  1                MR. STEVE JENNINGS (cont'd):  -- $100

  2   million for aesthetic purposes.  As pretty as they are,

  3   are prettier than most of the people that are paying the

  4   taxes can afford.  I think that that $100 million,

  5   especially in this particular situation, that a lot of,

  6   you know, not densely populated, could be better used to

  7   do the maintenance on existing infrastructure.  And this

  8   lower cost used on this project, if we could reduce that

  9   cost, $100 million, that would also decrease the amount

 10   of maintenance that would be required in that section at

 11   that time.  Thank you.

 12                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Thank you.  Very

 13   informative.  We appreciate it, Mr. Jennings.

 14   Mr. Bradford.

 15                MR. JOHN BRADFORD:  I'm Johnny Bradford of

 16   Valley Telephone Co-op.  Our cooperative supports this

 17   well thought out plan.  We've looked at it every chance

 18   we've had, and we certainly do support it any way we

 19   can, and we do thank you for making these available to

 20   us in these rural counties.  We certainly do appreciate

 21   it.

 22                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Thank you, Mr. Bradford.

 23   Those are the only people that we have signed up to

 24   speak.  So now I'll open up the floor.  Yes, sir,

 25   Mr. Jennings.  You can step up to the microphone.
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  1                MR. STEVE JENNINGS:  Having been in

  2   construction a lot of my life, I do want to compliment

  3   TxDOT for being, as far as I know, the only state agency

  4   that actually accomplishes something in a financially

  5   sound manner.  Thank you.

  6                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Thank you.  We

  7   appreciate it.  In closing, project information may be

  8   obtained at our website, TxDOT's website, or by calling

  9   the project hotline 1-800-945-2156, and those references

 10   are noted in the handouts.  I would like to remind you,

 11   that you can submit your comments -- I've said this

 12   several times tonight.  We would like to remind you to

 13   leave your comments by placing the comment sheet in the

 14   comment box, or if you want to take one home and fill it

 15   out, you can do that and mail it to us.  Again, for the

 16   fourth time, I think, all written comments must be

 17   postmarked no later than February 21st, 2012, so that we

 18   can include them in the official hearing report.

 19                After finishing with the five public

 20   hearings, an official public hearing report will be

 21   prepared that includes the verbatim transcript of

 22   tonight's hearings, responses to address any substantive

 23   project-related questions or comments received during

 24   the comment period will also be included in that public

 25   hearing report, and it will be available to review --
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  1                MR. MARIO JORGE (cont'd):  -- once the

  2   Federal Highway Administration has issued their findings

  3   for a proposed project.

  4                Notices will be published in area papers

  5   when the report is completed.  It will be available at

  6   TxDOT District and Area offices, also posted on the

  7   website for review.  As previously mentioned, for the

  8   fifth time, written comments will be accepted until

  9   February 21st, 2012.  So, I guess, we can include them

 10   in the reports.  Thank you for taking some time to

 11   participate in the public hearing.  Again, public

 12   hearing to upgrade 77 from Harlingen 83 to I-37 in

 13   Corpus.  We are adjourned now.  Drive safely as you go

 14   home, and good night.

 15                (Hearing concluded at 6:20 p.m.)
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  1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

  2                (Mr. Jorge L. Trevino, Certified

  3                Translator, makes announcement in English

  4                and Spanish that he is available for

  5                translation services.)

  6                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Okay.  I think we're

  7   ready to start the meeting so if you will please have a

  8   seat.  I think we have enough seats for everybody.

  9                All right.  First of all, good evening,

 10   everyone.  My name's Mario Jorge.  I'm the district

 11   engineer for the Texas Department of Transportation and

 12   I'm welcoming y'all to tonight's public hearing for U.S.

 13   77 on behalf of Texas Department of Transportation and

 14   the Federal -- Federal Highway Administration.  Before I

 15   begin, I would like to ask if anyone here would like to

 16   use our translation services.  If so, please raise your

 17   hand so that we can provide you with a headset.

 18                (Translates in Spanish.)

 19                Okay.  Well then, tonight I will be

 20   serving as the -- as the hearing officer for this

 21   evening.  With me tonight I have Mr. Bob Clark, a right-

 22   of-way supervisor for TxDOT, and also Mr. John Mack, who

 23   is from Jacobs Engineering and is the project manager

 24   for the U.S. 77 project.

 25                I would like to take a moment to recognize
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  1   some public officials that are here with us this evening

  2   and I really appreciate them joining us.  In Kenedy

  3   County, Commissioner Cindy Gonzales.  Commissioner

  4   Gonzales, where are you?  There you are.  Thank you,

  5   ma'am, for being here.  Commissioner Joe Recio.

  6   Commissioner, thank you for being here.  We also have

  7   Justice of the Peace Patti -- Patti Fain and Justice of

  8   the Peace Cecilia Schultz.  Okay.  And also Sarita ISD

  9   Trustee, Mr. Felix Serna.  Mr. Serna, thank you for

 10   joining us.  And also a couple more.  I need to

 11   recognize Kenedy County Groundwater District.  Thank

 12   you, Mr. Homero Vera.  Thank you for coming.  And I do

 13   want to extend my -- my thanks to Superintendent Orville

 14   Ballard and his trustees for allowing us to use the

 15   facility here today.  This will be the second time we

 16   have a public -- public -- second or third time we have

 17   public involvement here so thank you.  Okay.  Let's move

 18   along then.

 19                The purpose of tonight's public hearing is

 20   to explain the plans for the proposed design and

 21   construction to upgrade U.S. 77 to a controlled access

 22   facility from U.S. Highway 83 in Harlingen to Interstate

 23   37 in Robstown -- north of Robstown; also to provide an

 24   overview of the right-of-way process; and to receive

 25   public testimony for the proposed project.
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  1                This public hearing is being held in

  2   compliance with Title 23 of the United States Code,

  3   Section 128, and 23 Code of Federal Regulations, Part

  4   771.

  5                Tonight's proceedings are being held to

  6   provide an opportunity to interested citizens to make

  7   public comment on the proposed project, its location and

  8   major design features and also to provide a public forum

  9   for presenting views on major design features including

 10   the social, economic, environmental, and other potential

 11   effects.

 12                An Environmental Assessment has been

 13   prepared by TxDOT on behalf of the Federal Highway

 14   Administration to fulfill the requirements set forth in

 15   the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, a law

 16   that is also known as NEPA.  This document complies with

 17   all applicable federal and state regulations.

 18                The Environmental Assessment documents the

 19   State's analysis -- documents the State's analysis of

 20   the transportation need and purpose, the development of

 21   the transportation options, the effects of the economic

 22   -- due to the economic, social, and natural environment,

 23   its consistency with the area goals and objectives,

 24   mitigation measures, and public and agency involvement

 25   activities.
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  1                In late December 2011 copies of the

  2   Environmental Assessment, also known as the EA document,

  3   were -- were made available for public review and

  4   comment and will remain available until the close of the

  5   comment period.  If you would like a listing of these

  6   specific locations where the EA is available, that

  7   information is available at the sign-in table.

  8                A stenographer is taking notes of

  9   tonight's proceedings.  This transcript, along with all

 10   comments received will become a part of the official

 11   record for the project.  The comments received tonight

 12   and during the public comment period will be evaluated

 13   and considered in making the final project decision.

 14                Before we begin the technical

 15   presentation, I would like to review the procedures for

 16   tonight's public hearing.  Under the guidelines of NEPA,

 17   during a formal public hearing, we can report the

 18   findings of the Environmental Assessment and listen to

 19   your comments.  This public hearing is part of the open

 20   comment period which ends February 21st, 2012.  During

 21   the comment period, we can receive comments but cannot

 22   respond to comments or take questions during tonight's

 23   technical presentation and public testimony.  Following

 24   the technical presentation, we will be taking public

 25   testimony.  You can also provide written comments.
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  1   Following the comment period, a hearing report will be

  2   published and responses to substantive project related

  3   comments will be provided.

  4                Everyone should also have received a

  5   meeting packet when you signed in this evening.  This

  6   packet will be helpful to you as we go through tonight's

  7   program.  If you don't have a packet, then please raise

  8   your hand so we can get one to you.

  9                The packet includes an agenda, a project

 10   map, a speaker card, a comment sheet, and a glossary of

 11   technical terms.  If you would like to provide public

 12   testimony after the technical presentation, please fill

 13   out a speaker card in your meeting packet and return it

 14   to the sign-in table.

 15                If you'd prefer to provide comments --

 16   written comments, you can also fill out the comment

 17   sheet and turn in it in in the comment box or mail it

 18   in.  Everyone's comments are welcomed, encouraged, and

 19   will be taken into consideration when the final project

 20   decisions are made.

 21                John Mack of Jacobs Engineering, the

 22   project manager, will now describe to you the need and

 23   purpose for the project, the transportation options

 24   considered for the proposed project, the options

 25   available for detailed study, and the potential
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  1   environmental effects.  John.

  2                MR. JOHN MACK:  Good evening.  My name is

  3   John Mack.  I am the project manager for this project.

  4   I am going to review the proposed project in detail and

  5   discuss recommended improvements.  I will also discuss

  6   any right-of-way needs and changes in access and I will

  7   note the options we considered in different areas as

  8   well as certain environmental features, particularly

  9   those that affect the recommendations.

 10                We are having five public hearings in

 11   various communities in the project.  At each public

 12   hearing we will be presenting the same information and

 13   addressing each section of the roadway.  I encourage you

 14   to refer to the project map provided in your meeting

 15   packet as I will walk through this project section by

 16   section.

 17                The project area extends from U.S. 83 in

 18   Harlingen to I-37 in Corpus Christi.  In defining the

 19   needs for the transportation project, initial citizen

 20   comments were considered along with other project

 21   related information.  Within the project area, there are

 22   transportation problems that support the following need

 23   statements for transportation improvements to U.S. 77:

 24                At-grade intersections compromise safety

 25   on this high-speed highway facility; at-grade
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  1   intersections within the project limits experience

  2   higher accident rates; the projected increases in

  3   traffic on U.S. 77 will increase the potential for

  4   incidents associated with the numerous at-grade

  5   intersections; system continuity does not meet the

  6   driver's expectation.  One example of this is driving on

  7   an interstate and coming to a section of road with a

  8   stoplight.

  9                In the development of the Environmental

 10   Assessment, we looked at three transportation options

 11   for addressing the need and purpose of the project,

 12   which included a Transportation System Management,

 13   Transportation Demand Management and a Build Option.  We

 14   also considered a No Build Option.

 15                The Transportation System Management and

 16   Transportation Demand Management options are

 17   transportation improvements that are more appropriately

 18   applied within an urban or metropolitan environment.  As

 19   a result, they would not meet the need and purpose of

 20   the project and were dropped from further consideration.

 21                The Build Option is to upgrade U.S. 77

 22   from U.S. 83 to I-37 so that it functions like an

 23   interstate highway.  It would include two relief routes

 24   at Driscoll and Riviera.  The new highway would be

 25   similar to I-37 in Corpus Christi or U.S. 83 in
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  1   Harlingen.  There would be -- there would be medians,

  2   overpasses, on-ramps and off-ramps and in some cases

  3   one-way frontage roads.  Cars and trucks would only be

  4   able to enter and exit the facility via these on- and

  5   off-ramps.

  6                The Build Option would meet the need and

  7   purpose of the project and was advanced for further

  8   detailed study in the Environmental Assessment.  In the

  9   development of the Build Option, our focus was to use as

 10   much of the existing right-of-way as possible.  Of the

 11   88 miles of proposed construction, 56 miles of

 12   improvements are within existing right-of-way.  There

 13   are approximately 23 and a half miles where we would

 14   need to acquire right-of-way adjacent to the existing

 15   U.S. 77.  Finally, eight and a half miles of new right-

 16   of-way would be required for the two relief routes which

 17   I will discuss later.  The total estimated cost of the

 18   Build Option is $1.06 billion, which accounts for

 19   inflation over the next 25 years to complete

 20   construction, and is subject to available funding.

 21                I will now describe the proposed

 22   improvements to U.S. 77.  I will begin in the south at

 23   U.S. 83 and proceed north to I-37.  The project area is

 24   divided into 27 sections.  Eight sections are currently

 25   at or will soon be at interstate standards once
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  1   construction activities are complete.  19 sections will

  2   require construction to meet interstate standards and

  3   were evaluated in the Environmental Assessment.

  4                Because the U.S. 77 project is part of an

  5   ongoing program to upgrade U.S. 77 to interstate

  6   standards, I will briefly describe all 27 sections and

  7   provide details for sections that are evaluated in the

  8   Environmental Assessment.

  9                Sections A, B, C, D, E, F, and G extend

 10   from the interchange at U.S. 83 in Harlingen to the

 11   Business 77 merge north of Raymondville, a distance of

 12   25 miles.  Sections A and D are at interstate standards

 13   and no additional work is planned in these sections.

 14   Sections E and F are under construction and were

 15   advanced under separate environmental documents.  These

 16   four sections are being included for informational

 17   purposes because they are part of the U.S. 77 program.

 18                With regard to Sections B and C, which are

 19   addressed in this environmental study, there would be

 20   reconstruction of the on- and off-ramps to fully meet

 21   interstate standards as well as conversion of the

 22   existing two-way frontage roads to one-way frontage

 23   roads to improve safety.

 24                Section H extends from the Business 77

 25   merge to the Willacy/Kenedy county line, a distance of
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  1   5.8 miles.  Within this section the main lanes for the

  2   controlled access facility would be constructed.

  3   Overpasses for the main lanes would be included at

  4   Yturria County Road and Thomas Ranch Road.  No

  5   additional right-of-way is required in this section.

  6                Section I extends from the Willacy County

  7   line to Norias Road, a distance of 13 miles.

  8   Construction in this section would include main lanes

  9   and overpasses.  Overpasses for the main lanes would be

 10   included for El Devisadero/Santa Breta Road, Diamond

 11   Ranch/H. Yturria Road, Crystal Gate/Rudolph Tower Road,

 12   and Norias Road/Stillman Gate Road.  There will also be

 13   six partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

 14   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 15   section.

 16                Section J begins at Norias Road and

 17   extends 9.6 miles to the Time/Armstrong Ranch Gate and

 18   would include the construction of main lanes and

 19   overpasses.  Overpasses for the main lanes would include

 20   Butler Gate, Tullidos Gate/Armstrong Ranch Road Gate,

 21   Time Gate/Armstrong Ranch.  There will also be two

 22   partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

 23   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 24   section.

 25                Section K extends from 9.6 miles north of
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  1   Norias Road to eight miles south of La Parra Avenue, a

  2   distance of 12.7 miles.  Construction in this section

  3   will include main lanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

  4   the main lanes will include South Zorillo Gate, Turcotte

  5   East/West Gate, Guajulote Gate, and Mifflin Gate.  There

  6   will also be four partial interchanges located at

  7   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

  8   required in this section.

  9                Section L extends from eight miles south

 10   of La Parra Avenue to the Kenedy/Kleberg county line, a

 11   distance of 11.7 miles.  Construction in this section

 12   would include main lanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

 13   the main lanes would include El Paistle Gate, La Parra

 14   Ranch Road, and Armstrong Avenue.  There will also be

 15   five partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

 16   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 17   section.

 18                Section M includes the construction of an

 19   overpass at La Parra Avenue in Sarita, Texas.  This

 20   section is being advanced under a separate environmental

 21   document and is being included tonight for informational

 22   purposes because it is part of the U.S. 77 program.

 23                Sections N and O are the relief route

 24   proposed for the community of Riviera.  I would like to

 25   note that the existing U.S. 77 route through Riviera
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  1   would remain unchanged including the connectivity to

  2   State Highway 285.  The proposed relief route is east of

  3   Riviera that extends from the Kleberg/Kenedy county line

  4   at Los Olmos Creek to one and a half miles north of

  5   State Highway 285 (County Road 2280), a distance of

  6   three miles total.  Interchanges would be provided at

  7   existing U.S. 77 south of Riviera, FM 771, County Road

  8   2290, existing 20 -- existing U.S. 77 north of Riviera,

  9   and County Road 2280.  Direct access to Riviera for both

 10   northbound and southbound travelers have been provided

 11   through direct connections.  The right-of-way for the

 12   proposed relief route would be approximately 400 foot in

 13   width, approximately three miles long, and would require

 14   approximately 127 acres of right-of-way.

 15                Section P extends one and a half miles

 16   north of State Highway 285 at County Road 2280 to County

 17   Road 2130, a distance of 8.6 miles.  Construction in

 18   this section would include main lanes, frontage roads,

 19   and interchanges at RM 628, FM 772, and FM 1118/County

 20   Road 2160 in Ricardo.  This section would require the

 21   acquisition of approximately 35 feet of right-of-way --

 22   additional right-of-way on the east side of U.S. 77.

 23   The existing truck weigh station south of Riviera would

 24   be relocated to the north of RM 628 on the east of U.S.

 25   77.  Additional right-of-way would be required for this
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  1   new weigh station.

  2                Section Q from County Road 2130 to FM

  3   1356, on the south end of Kingsville, a distance of 3.4

  4   miles.  Construction in this section would include main

  5   lanes, frontage roads, and interchanges at County Road

  6   2120, FM 1717.  This section would require the

  7   acquisition of right-of-way on both sides of U.S. 77.

  8   The amount of right-of-way varies -- require -- varies

  9   considerably from 35 feet to 200 feet depending on the

 10   specific location.

 11                Sections R, S, and T extend from FM

 12   1356/East General Cavazos Boulevard to FM 1898/East

 13   Corral Avenue in Kingsville, a distance of approximately

 14   two and a half miles.  One and a half miles of roadway

 15   in this area are already at interstate standards and

 16   eight-tenths of a mile is scheduled for construction in

 17   2012.  These sections were advanced under separate

 18   environmental documents and are being included for

 19   informational purposes because they are part of the U.S.

 20   77 program.  No additional right-of-way is required in

 21   this section.

 22                Section U extends from FM 1898 to

 23   Kleberg/Nueces county line, a distance of 3.3 miles.

 24   Construction in this section would include main lanes

 25   and an interchange at East Sage Road.  No additional
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  1   right-of-way is required in this section.

  2                Section V extends from Kleberg/Nueces

  3   county line to FM 70, a distance of two and a half

  4   miles.  Construction in this section would include main

  5   lanes between the existing frontage roads and

  6   interchanges at County Road 4, East 6th Street, and East

  7   4th Street.  No additional right-of-way is required in

  8   this section.

  9                Section W extends from FM 70 to County

 10   Road 16, a distance of four miles.  Construction in this

 11   section would include main lanes, frontage roads, and

 12   interchanges at County Road 10, County Road 12/FM 3354.

 13   This section would require the acquisition of

 14   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way of the

 15   east side of U.S. 77.

 16                Section X includes the proposed relief

 17   route for the city of Driscoll.  I would like to note

 18   that the existing U.S. 77 through Driscoll would remain

 19   unchanged.  The proposed relief route is east of

 20   Driscoll and extends from County Road 16 to the south of

 21   County Road 28, a distance of 4.1 miles.  Interchanges

 22   would be provided at existing U.S. 77 south of Driscoll,

 23   FM 665, and existing U.S. 77 north of Driscoll.  Direct

 24   access to Driscoll for both northbound and southbound

 25   travelers have been provided through direct connections.



Deposition of U�S� 77 Hig��a� Upgrade Public Hearing 17

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1   The right-of-way for the proposed relief route would be

  2   approximately 400 feet in width, approximately 4.1 miles

  3   long and would require approximately 145 acres of right-

  4   of-way.

  5                Section Y extends from south of County

  6   Road 28 to FM 892, a distance of six and a half miles.

  7   Construction in this section would include main lanes,

  8   frontage roads, and interchanges at FM 2826 and County

  9   Road 36.  This section would require the acquisition of

 10   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

 11   east of U.S. 77.

 12                Section Z extends from FM 892 to State

 13   Highway 44 (Industrial Boulevard), a distance of one

 14   mile.  Main lanes are scheduled to begin construction in

 15   2012.  Right-of-way acquisition for this section is

 16   underway.  This section was cleared under a previous

 17   environmental document and is being included tonight for

 18   informational purposes because it is part of the U.S. 77

 19   program.

 20                Section AA extends from State Highway 44

 21   to I-37, a distance of 6.2 miles.  This section is at

 22   interstate standards and was recently designated as

 23   Interstate 69.

 24                The potential impacts for projects in each

 25   of these sections are detailed in the Environmental
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  1   Assessment.  The relief routes in Driscoll and Riviera

  2   are proposed on new location and I would like to

  3   specifically discuss these areas.

  4                For these two relief routes, various

  5   options were looked at to address the need and purpose

  6   of the project in these locations.  The options

  7   considered were:

  8                Expanding existing U.S. 77 through the

  9   communities (at-grade); constructing an elevated highway

 10   through the communities; a new highway to the east; and

 11   a new highway to the west.

 12                Widening U.S. 77 or constructing the

 13   elevated highway through these communities would have

 14   negative social, economic, and environmental effects

 15   because most of the businesses adjacent to the existing

 16   highway would have to be relocated.

 17                Routes to the west were studied.  Because

 18   of the Union Pacific Railroad line adjacent to U.S. 77

 19   in both Driscoll and Riviera, a western route would

 20   require the construction of four large bridges at two

 21   different locations.  These bridges would have steep

 22   skew angles.

 23                Routes to the east were also studied in

 24   both Riviera and Driscoll.  These routes resulted in

 25   fewer displacements and fewer environmental impacts.
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  1   Thus, the decision was made to recommend the eastern

  2   routes for further study in the Environmental

  3   Assessment.

  4                In addition, a biological study was

  5   conducted for the project to assess the potential for

  6   effects to threatened and endangered plant and/or animal

  7   species.  The following endangered plants and animals

  8   were found in the project area and conservation measures

  9   for these species will be incorporated in the design of

 10   the facility.

 11                Slender Rush-pea and South Texas Ambrosia

 12   plant populations have been located in northern Kleberg

 13   County and southern Nueces County.  The project has been

 14   designed to avoid these populations.  In fact, the

 15   location of the Sage Road interchange was moved to

 16   specifically avoid these species.  During construction,

 17   no staging or other activities will be allowed in these

 18   areas.  Construction fencing will be erected around the

 19   endangered plants to avoid inadvertent impacts.

 20                Ocelot and Jaguarundi populations have

 21   been noted in the project area.  Federal Highways and

 22   U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are currently conducting

 23   a consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species

 24   Act.  This consultation will result in conservation

 25   measures being incorporated into the project to avoid
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  1   and minimize potential impacts to the Ocelot and

  2   Jaguarundi.

  3                Project Implementation:  TxDOT has

  4   prepared a U.S. 77 Program Development Plan in

  5   coordination with the Federal Highway Administration.

  6   The U.S. 77 program consists of all upgrades to

  7   interstate standards projects that remain to be

  8   constructed.  These projects include the construction

  9   sections that were evaluated in the EA and projects that

 10   are approved for or under construction.  This Program

 11   Development Plan outlines how TxDOT anticipates funding

 12   and phasing the remaining construction sections of the

 13   U.S. 77 program over the next 25 years.  The cost

 14   estimate to complete the U.S. 77 program is

 15   approximately 1.14 billion.  This number includes the

 16   1.06 billion worth of federal upgrades evaluated in the

 17   EA as well as those projects that were previously

 18   evaluated in separate environmental documents.  The

 19   program cost estimate is based on a 25-year development

 20   time frame and includes inflation considerations.

 21                According to the Program Development Plan,

 22   TxDOT anticipates that state and federal funding would

 23   be available to build the remaining construction

 24   sections.  This assumption is based on a review of

 25   historic funding trends for U.S. 77.  For example, since
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  1   1985, approximately 582 billion in federal and state

  2   funding have been spent to upgrade U.S. 77 in South

  3   Texas.  This equates to nearly 30 million per year.

  4   Essentially, TxDOT would need 38 million per year to

  5   fully fund completion of the U.S. 77 program over the

  6   next 25 years.

  7                The Program Development Plan presents the

  8   proposed construction phasing to complete the U.S. 77

  9   program.  The map handout provided in your meeting

 10   packet specifically identifies each U.S. 77 construction

 11   section and the proposed date for which that section

 12   would be constructed, subject to available funding.  The

 13   table on the back of that handout provides additional

 14   details such as section limits, description of work, and

 15   the estimated cost of each section.  It is important to

 16   understand that these dates are estimates based on

 17   anticipated funding.  Actual funding is determined by

 18   the U.S. Congress and Texas Legislature, and the actual

 19   funding will eventually determine the date when the

 20   entire project is completed.  The Program Development

 21   Plan will be regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect

 22   changes based upon actual funding and the progress made

 23   on the project.

 24                I would now like to introduce to you Bob

 25   Clark, who is the right-of-way specialist for TxDOT.
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  1   Bob will review the right-of-way relocation assistance

  2   program.

  3                MR. BOB CLARK:  Okay.  My name is Bob Cark

  4   and I'm the south region right-of-way supervisor for

  5   TxDOT and I'm going to go ahead and explain a little bit

  6   about the right-of-way process and the relocation

  7   process.  All properties necessary for this project will

  8   be acquired in accordance with the policies and

  9   procedures of the Federal Highway Administration and the

 10   Texas Department of Transportation relocation program.

 11   A more detailed statement of these policies and

 12   procedures appears in the State Purchase of Right-of-Way

 13   Relocation Assistance pamphlets and we have quite a few

 14   of them on the table back there so you're welcome to

 15   take those and discuss your right-of-way issues with

 16   some of the right-of-way specialists that are back there

 17   this evening.  I'll first review the right-of-way

 18   acquisition process and then discuss the relocation

 19   benefits that are available to property owners.

 20                The State will conduct and prepare cost

 21   estimates for the project.  Then we enter into

 22   agreements with the local governments to contribute

 23   their share of the funds needed for the right-of-way

 24   project.  After we receive the funds from the local

 25   government, they're sent along with the agreements,
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  1   environmental clearance to the right-of-way division in

  2   Austin requesting a release to start buying your right-

  3   of-way.  We'll contract with an independent local title

  4   company to research the property needed and provide

  5   closing services along with necessary title insurance.

  6   The State needs to acquire a clear title to the property

  7   except for the mineral rights that are contained by the

  8   seller.

  9                When we receive a release from Austin,

 10   we'll employ a state certified approved appraiser to

 11   appraise the property needed.  You'll be contacted in

 12   writing by our office and contacted by the appraiser

 13   before the initial inspection.  The appraisal will make

 14   an appointment to meet with you on the property.  It's a

 15   good idea if you can meet with the appraiser because

 16   sometimes there's water lines, things like that that

 17   maybe you would miss or he might not be aware of and we

 18   want to make sure that you have all the improvements

 19   located and so he knows how to fill them into the

 20   appraisal.

 21                The appraisal will be reviewed by TxDOT

 22   region review appraisers and ultimately approved as to

 23   the value of the property and improvements.  Once this

 24   is complete, the appraisal is ready for negotiations

 25   with the property owner.  There are federal and state
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  1   laws that protect the property owner and require that

  2   they receive fair value for their property.  There are

  3   new steps that we must follow to ensure the owner's

  4   property rights.

  5                After the appraised value is reviewed and

  6   approved, a state negotiator from one of the regional

  7   offices will contact you and let you know that an

  8   appraisal is complete and they will be sending you a

  9   written offer letter along with the appraisal and other

 10   information by certified mail.  The negotiator will

 11   contact you and make sure you understand the appraisal

 12   and offer and will make an appointment with you at your

 13   convenience to go over the offer and appraisal and

 14   answer any questions you may have about how the finding

 15   of the value and how the project will affect your

 16   property.  You will have ample time to go over the offer

 17   and appraisal.  If you disagree with the appraised

 18   value, a written counter offer may be submitted within

 19   30 days of the written offer.  It should have a specific

 20   dollar amount that you would accept along with

 21   supporting information and the counter offer as to why

 22   the property value should be increased.  The counter

 23   offer will be reviewed by TxDOT under the administrative

 24   settlement program and the property owner will be

 25   notified of the decision.  Only one counter offer can be
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  1   made.

  2                If you accept this final offer, a deed

  3   will be prepared for your execution and can close on the

  4   property in about a month after the funds are requested.

  5   If an agreement cannot be reached regarding the value of

  6   the property needed by the State or there is title

  7   problems that can't be solved, the property owner has a

  8   right to go through the eminent domain process to

  9   contest the value established by the State's appraiser

 10   or to clear the title.

 11                Three disinterested landowners appointed

 12   by the court will listen to both sides and reach a

 13   determination of value to be deposited with the court

 14   for the property.  After the award is deposited with the

 15   court, the property become's the State's.  If one or

 16   more -- one or both sides are not satisfied with the

 17   outcome, you can always file an appeal just like in any

 18   civil case.

 19                The relocation benefits:  Landowners may

 20   be eligible for certain benefits through our relocation

 21   program.  These can include moving personal property not

 22   included in the appraisal and also pay for costs

 23   incurred in transferring the property to the State.  In

 24   some instances where either homeowners or tenants are

 25   displayed through the acquisition, there may be a cash
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  1   supplement that our relocation agent will discuss with

  2   you.  There are also special relocation benefits

  3   provided for businesses that may get displaced on the

  4   project.

  5                So before a person or organization is

  6   required to move, they will be given adequate time to

  7   find other housing or business accommodations.  Each of

  8   those affected will be given written notice and a date

  9   to  vacate.  Property owners will be given at least 90

 10   days written notice the date by which they must move.

 11   Property owners eligible for relocation benefits should

 12   not move until they're contacted by their relocation

 13   agent.

 14                As I mentioned, there's booklets for the

 15   property owners and they're entitled, "State Purchase of

 16   Right-of-Way and Relocation Assistance" at the table

 17   back there.  If we run out -- I don't think we will.  It

 18   looks like we've got a lot of them, but that's it for

 19   me.  Thank you for your time.

 20                MR. MARIO JORGE:  Okay.  Thank you, John

 21   and Bob.  Appreciate it.  As I was mentioning earlier,

 22   section AA has already been designated as I-69 and at

 23   this point what I'd like to do is briefly discuss the

 24   interstate designation process for the remaining

 25   portions of U.S. 77 in South Texas.  As the U.S. 77
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  1   Program Development Plan indicates, completion of the

  2   U.S. 77 program would take place over an approximate

  3   25-year period, again subject to the availability of

  4   funding.

  5                TxDOT anticipates that as sections of U.S.

  6   77 begin to experience higher traffic volumes, interim

  7   safety improvements will be implemented.  These safety

  8   improvements could take the form of closing or

  9   relocating crossovers and adding or removing turn bays.

 10                Federal law currently allows TxDOT to

 11   request that the remaining portion of U.S. 77 between

 12   Robstown and Harlingen be designated as Interstate 69

 13   once certain conditions are met.  For instance, once a

 14   section of the highway meets interstate standards and

 15   connects to an existing interstate, TxDOT can then

 16   request FHWA approval to designate that section of

 17   highway as I-69.  Under current law, that process will

 18   continue north to south.

 19                As an interim step to fulfilling TxDOT's

 20   commitment to complete -- to complete I-69 in South

 21   Texas and upon completion of certain safety and access

 22   improvements in Kenedy and northern Willacy County and

 23   having a direct connection to the interstate, TxDOT can

 24   then request Federal Highway Administration to designate

 25   those portions of the existing U.S. 77 as I-69 prior to
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  1   these sections being upgraded to interstate standards.

  2   Because these -- because these sections will not be at

  3   interstate standards, it will be necessary for TxDOT to

  4   request a design exception.  The decision to approve

  5   such a request would be at the discretion of Federal

  6   Highway Administration and based on complying with

  7   federal laws.

  8                So now that you've heard a description of

  9   the proposed project and the TxDOT right-of-way process,

 10   we'll begin the public testimony of tonight's portion of

 11   the hearing.  If you registered to make your public

 12   comment, you will have your opportunity shortly.  Just

 13   as a reminder, because of the guidelines of the comment

 14   period, we will not be able to respond to comments or

 15   questions during the public testimony portion of this

 16   meeting.

 17                When your name is called, please move to

 18   the front of the -- of the room and be ready to speak.

 19   Please limit your comments to three minutes.  To assist

 20   you with this, my gentleman here to the left will be

 21   holding a green card for your first two minutes followed

 22   by a yellow card and then the red card when you have run

 23   out of time, when the three minutes are over.  If you

 24   run out of time, you will complete your comments.

 25   You're encouraged to provide additional comments in
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  1   writing on -- in writing on the comment sheet provided

  2   in the packet.

  3                If you wish to participate in the public

  4   testimony and haven't yet filled out a speaker card,

  5   make sure you see the attendant here at the sign-in

  6   table and we will now begin taking testimony.  I'll

  7   begin by calling -- no one signed up.  Okay.  Well,

  8   that's fine.  We'll open up the floor then.

  9                At this point I'll open the floor.  I know

 10   that there's quite a few public elected officials and

 11   I'll open the floor if any elected officials would like

 12   to make a quick comment, or if not, we'll just open the

 13   floor.  If you do go up to speak, I'd like for you to

 14   state your name so that the stenographer can get that,

 15   so I'll open the floor.  Anyone?  Okay.  Well, this is a

 16   first.

 17                Okay.  At this point, let me go ahead and

 18   close.  In closing, project information may be obtained

 19   at the TxDOT's website or by calling the project hotline

 20   at 1-800-945-2156.  Both of these references are noted

 21   in the meeting handouts.

 22                I'd also like to remind you that you can

 23   submit your comments tonight by placing your comment

 24   sheet in the comment box up front or if you want to take

 25   -- take that home with you and fill it out and then
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  1   address it, mail it to the address on the form.  And

  2   again, all comments must be postmarked no later than

  3   February 21st, 2012 in order for them to be included in

  4   the official public record.

  5                After finishing the five public hearings,

  6   an official public hearing notice -- report, I'm sorry

  7   -- will be prepared that includes the verbatim

  8   transcript and any responses to addresses -- to address

  9   any substantive project related comments received during

 10   the comment period will also be included in the public

 11   hearing report.  This report will be available for

 12   review once the Federal Highway Administration has

 13   issued their finding for the proposed project.  Notices

 14   will be published in area newspapers when the report is

 15   completed.  The report will be available at the TxDOT

 16   district and area offices and posted on the website --

 17   TxDOT's website for review.

 18                At this time I'd like to thank y'all for

 19   taking time to participate in tonight's public hearing.

 20   We are now adjourned and y'all drive safely and good

 21   night.

 22                          * * * * *

 23

 24

 25
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  1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

  2                MR. JOHN CASEY:  Good evening, everybody.

  3   We're going to go ahead and get started.  Good evening,

  4   ladies and gentlemen.  I'm pleased to welcome you to the

  5   U.S. 77 public hearing on behalf of the Texas Department

  6   of Transportation and the Federal Highway

  7   Administration.  The following -- before I begin, I'd

  8   like to ask if anyone here would like to use our

  9   translation services.  If so, please raise your hand and

 10   we will provide you with a headset.

 11                (Translates in Spanish.)

 12                MR. JOHN CASEY:  My name's John Casey.

 13   I've met a number of you before and I'm the district

 14   engineer for the Corpus Christi District.  I will be

 15   serving as the hearing officer for this evening.  With

 16   me this evening is Nelda Eureste, the right-of-way

 17   specialist for TxDOT, and John Mack of Jacobs

 18   Engineering, the project manager for the U.S. 77 upgrade

 19   project.

 20                I would like to take a moment to recognize

 21   those public officials that are here with us this

 22   evening.  John Hubert, District Attorney.  Where's John?

 23   John's here.  Bill Colston, III, Board of Trustees,

 24   Riviera ISD, thank you for being here.  Danny Strubhart,

 25   Board of Trustees, Riviera ISD.  Where's Danny?  Back in
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  1   the back.  And I want to thank also the board of

  2   trustees and Superintendent Unterbrink for allowing us

  3   to use this facility tonight.  Is there anybody else

  4   that I missed who's a public official?  No.

  5                Okay.  Thank you for being here with us.

  6   The purpose of this public hearing is to explain the

  7   plans for the proposed design and construction to

  8   upgrade U.S. 77 to a controlled access facility from

  9   U.S. Highway 83 to Interstate 37, to provide an overview

 10   of the right-of-way process, and to receive public

 11   testimony on this proposed project.

 12                This public hearing is being held in

 13   compliance with Title 23 of the United States Code,

 14   Section 128 and 23 Code of the Federal Regulations, Part

 15   771.

 16                Tonight's proceedings are being held to

 17   provide an opportunity to interested citizens to make

 18   public comment on the proposed project, its location,

 19   and major design features, and to provide a public forum

 20   for presenting views on major design featuring including

 21   a social, economic, environmental, and other potential

 22   effects.

 23                An Environmental Assessment has been

 24   prepared by TxDOT on behalf of the FHWA, the Federal

 25   Highway Administration, to fulfill the requirements set
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  1   forth in the National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,

  2   of 1969, a law known as NEPA.  This document complies

  3   with all applicable federal and state regulations.

  4                The Environmental Assessment documents are

  5   the state's analysis of the transportation need and

  6   purpose, development of transportation options, effects

  7   to the economic, social, and natural environment, its

  8   consistency with the area goals and objectives,

  9   mitigation measures, public and agency involvement

 10   activities.

 11                In late December 2011 copies of the

 12   Environmental Assessment, known as the EA, were made

 13   available for public review and comment and will remain

 14   available until the close of the comment period.  If you

 15   would like a listing of the specific location where the

 16   EA is available, that information is available back in

 17   the back at the sign-in table.

 18                A stenographer is taking notes of

 19   tonight's proceedings.  This transcript along with all

 20   comments received will become a part of the official

 21   record for the project.  The comments received tonight

 22   and during the public comment period will be evaluated

 23   and considered in making the final project decision.

 24                Before we begin the technical

 25   presentation, I'd like to review the procedures for
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  1   tonight's public hearing.  Under the guidelines of NEPA,

  2   during a formal public hearing, we can report the

  3   findings of the Environmental Assessment and listen to

  4   your comments.  This public hearing is part of the open

  5   comment period which ends February 21st, 2012.  During

  6   the comment period, we can receive comments but cannot

  7   respond to comments or take questions during tonight's

  8   technical presentation and public testimony.  Following

  9   the technical presentation, we will be taking public

 10   testimony.  You can also provide written comments.

 11   Following the comment period, a hearing report will be

 12   published and responses to substantive project related

 13   comments will be provided.

 14                Everyone should have received a meeting

 15   packet when you signed in this evening.  This packet

 16   will be helpful as we go through tonight's program.  If

 17   you do not have a packet, please raise your hand and

 18   we'll bring one to you.

 19                The packet includes an agenda, project map

 20   -- maps, speaker card, comment sheet, and glossary of

 21   technical terms.  If you would like to provide public

 22   testimony after the technical presentation, please fill

 23   out the speaker card in your meeting packet and return

 24   it to the sign-in table.

 25                If you prefer to provide written comments,
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  1   you can fill out the comment sheet included in the

  2   packet and place it in the comment box or mail it in.

  3   Everyone's comments are welcomed, encouraged, and will

  4   be taken into consideration when final project decisions

  5   are made.

  6                John Mack of Jacobs engineering, the

  7   project manager, will now describe the need and purpose

  8   of the proposed project, the transportation options

  9   considered for the proposed project, the options

 10   advanced for detailed study, and the potential

 11   environmental effects.

 12                MR. JOHN MACK:  Good evening.  My name is

 13   John Mack.  I am the project manager for this project.

 14   I'm going to review the proposed project in detail and

 15   discuss recommended improvements.  I will review the

 16   recommended -- I will also discuss any right-of-way

 17   needs and changes in access and I will note the options

 18   we considered in different areas as well as certain

 19   environmental featuring, particularly those that affect

 20   the recommendations.

 21                We are having five public hearings in

 22   various communities for the U.S. 77 project.  At each

 23   hearing we will be presenting the same information and

 24   addressing each section of the roadway.  I encourage you

 25   to refer to the project map provided in the meeting
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  1   packet as I walk through this project section by

  2   section.

  3                The project area extends from U.S. 83 in

  4   Harlingen to I-37 in Corpus Christi.  In defining the

  5   needs of this transportation project, initial citizen

  6   comments were considered along with other project

  7   related information.  Within the project area there are

  8   transportation problems that support the following need

  9   statements for major transportation improvements to U.S.

 10   77:

 11                At-grade intersections compromise safety

 12   on this high-speed highway facility; at-grade

 13   intersections within the project limits experience

 14   higher accident rates; projected increases in traffic on

 15   U.S. 77 will increase the potential for incidents

 16   associated with the numerous at-grade intersections;

 17   system continuity does not meet driver expectations.

 18   One example of this is driving on an interstate, then

 19   coming to a section of road with a stoplight.

 20                The purpose of the proposed project is to

 21   improve safety by separating through-traffic from cross-

 22   traffic at major intersections and ranch gates.  Safety

 23   improvements would continue through the use of frontage

 24   roads that separate through-traffic from local traffic

 25   using side streets.  Mobility would be improved as
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  1   through-traffic would not need to stop or slow down for

  2   cars in route or exiting the highway at these

  3   intersections.

  4                In the development of the Environmental

  5   Assessment, we looked at three transportation options

  6   for addressing the need and purpose of the project,

  7   which included a Transportation System Management,

  8   Transportation Demand Management, and a Build Option.

  9   We also considered a No Build Option.

 10                The Transportation System Management and

 11   Transportation Demand Management options are

 12   transportation improvements that are more appropriately

 13   applied within an urban or metropolitan environment.  As

 14   a result, they would not meet the need and purpose of

 15   the project and we were -- and they were dropped from

 16   further -- further considerations.

 17                The Build Option is to upgrade U.S. 77

 18   from U.S. 83 to I-37 so it functions like an interstate

 19   highway.  It would include two relief routes at Driscoll

 20   and Riviera.  The new highway would be similar to I-37

 21   in Corpus Christi or U.S. 83 in Harlingen.  There would

 22   be medians, overpasses, on-ramps and off-ramps, and in

 23   some cases, one-way frontage roads.  Cars and trucks

 24   would only be able to enter and exit the facility via

 25   these on- and off-ramps.
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  1                The Build Option would meet the need and

  2   purpose of the project and was advanced for detailed

  3   study in the Environmental Assessment.  In the

  4   development of the Build Option, our focus was to use as

  5   much of the existing right-of-way as possible.  Of the

  6   88 miles of proposed construction, 56 miles of

  7   improvements are within existing right-of-way.  There

  8   are approximately 23 and a half miles where we would

  9   need to acquire right-of-way adjacent to existing U.S.

 10   77.  Finally, eight and a half miles of new right-of-way

 11   would be required for the two relief routes which I will

 12   discuss later.  The total estimated cost of the Build

 13   Option is 1.06 billion, which accounts for inflation

 14   over the next 25 years to complete construction and is

 15   subject to available funding.

 16                I will now describe the proposed

 17   improvements to U.S. 77 and will begin in the south at

 18   U.S. 83 and proceed north to I-37.  The project area has

 19   been divided into 27 sections.  Eight sections are

 20   currently at or will soon be at interstate standards

 21   once construction activities are complete.  19 sections

 22   will require construction to meet interstate standards

 23   and were evaluated in the Environmental Assessment.

 24                Because the U.S. 77 project is part of an

 25   ongoing program to upgrade U.S. 77 to interstate
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  1   standards, I will briefly describe all 27 sections and

  2   provide details for sections that are evaluated in the

  3   Environmental Assessment.

  4                Sections A, B, C, D, E, F, and G extend

  5   from the Interchange of U.S. 83 in Harlingen to the

  6   Business 77 merge north of Raymondville, a distance of

  7   nearly 25 miles.  Section A and D are at interstate

  8   standards.  No additional work is planned in these

  9   sections.  Section E and F are under construction and

 10   were advanced under separate environmental documents.

 11   These four sections are being included for informational

 12   purposes because they are part of the U.S. 77 program.

 13                With regard to Sections B and C, which are

 14   addressed in this environmental study, there would be

 15   reconstruction of the on- and off-ramps to fully meet

 16   interstate standards as well as a conversion of the

 17   existing two-way frontage roads to one-way frontage

 18   roads to improve safety.

 19                Section H extends from the Business 77

 20   merge to the Willacy/Kenedy county line, a distance of

 21   5.8 miles.  Within this section, the main lanes for the

 22   controlled access facility would be constructed.

 23   Overpasses for the main lanes would be included at

 24   Yturria County Road and Thomas Ranch Road.  No

 25   additional right-of-way is required in this section.
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  1                Section I extends from the Willacy/Kenedy

  2   county line to Norias Road, a distance of 13 miles.

  3   Construction in this section would include main lanes

  4   and overpasses.  Overpasses for the main lanes would be

  5   included for El Devisadero/Santa Breta Road, Diamond

  6   Ranch/H. Yturria Road, Crystal Gate/Rudolph Tower Road,

  7   and Norias/Stillman Gate Road.  There will also be six

  8   partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

  9   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 10   section.

 11                Section J begins at Norias Road and

 12   extends 9.6 miles to the Armstrong Ranch Gate and would

 13   include the construction of the main lanes and

 14   overpasses.  Overpasses for the main lanes would include

 15   Butler Gate, Tullidos Gate/Armstrong Ranch Road, Time

 16   Gate and Armstrong Ranch Gate.  There will also be two

 17   partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

 18   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 19   section.

 20                Section K extends from 9.6 north of Norias

 21   Road to eight miles south of La Parra Avenue, a distance

 22   of 12.7 miles.  Construction in this section would

 23   include main lanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for the

 24   main lanes would include South Zorillo Gate, Turcotte

 25   East/West Gate, Guajulote Gate, and Mifflin Gate.  There
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  1   will also be four partial interchanges located at

  2   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

  3   required in this section.

  4                Section L extends from eight miles south

  5   of La Parra Avenue to the Kenedy/Kleberg county line, a

  6   distance of 11.7 miles.  Construction in this section

  7   would include main lanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

  8   the main lanes will include El Paistle Gate, La Parra

  9   Ranch Road, and Armstrong Avenue.  There also -- there

 10   will also be five partial interchanges located at

 11   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

 12   required in this section.

 13                Section M includes the construction of an

 14   overpass at La Parra Avenue in Sarita, Texas.  This

 15   section is being advanced under a separate environmental

 16   document and is being included tonight for informational

 17   purposes because it is a part of the U.S. 77 program.

 18                Section N and O are the relief routes

 19   proposed for the community of Riviera.  I would like to

 20   note that existing U.S. 77 through Riviera would remain

 21   unchanged including the connectivity to U.S. -- or to

 22   State Highway 285.  The proposed relief route is east of

 23   Riviera and extends from the Kleberg county line at Los

 24   Olmos Creek to one and a half miles north of State

 25   Highway 285 (County Road 2280), a distance of three
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  1   miles.  Interchanges would be provided at existing U.S.

  2   77 south of Riviera, FM 771, County Road 2290, existing

  3   U.S. 77 north of Riviera, and County Road 2280.  Direct

  4   access to Riviera for both northbound and southbound

  5   travelers has been provided through direct connections.

  6   The right-of-way for the proposed relief route would be

  7   approximately 400 foot -- 400 feet in width,

  8   approximately three miles long and would require

  9   approximately 127 acres of right-of-way.

 10                Section P extends from one and a half

 11   miles north of State Highway 85 at County Road 2280 to

 12   County Road 2130, a distance of 8.6 miles.  Construction

 13   in this section would include main lanes, frontage

 14   roads, and interchanges at RM 628, FM 772, and FM

 15   1118/County Road 2160 in Ricardo.  This section would

 16   require the acquisition of approximately 35 acres of

 17   additional right-of-way on the east side of U.S. 77.

 18   The existing truck weigh station south of Riviera would

 19   be relocated to north of RM 628 on the east of U.S. 77.

 20   Additional right-of-way would be required for the new

 21   weigh station.

 22                Section Q extends from County Road 2130 to

 23   FM 1360 on the south end of Kingsville, a distance of

 24   3.4 miles.  Construction in this section would include

 25   main lanes, frontage roads, and interchanges at County
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  1   Road 2120 and FM 1717.  This section would require the

  2   acquisition of right-of-way on both sides of U.S. 77.

  3   The amount of right-of-way required varies considerably

  4   from 35 feet to 200 feet depending on the specific

  5   location.

  6                     Sections R, S, and T extend from FM

  7   1356, General Cavazos Boulevard to FM 1898/East Corral

  8   Avenue in Kingsville, a distance of approximately two

  9   and a half miles.  One and a half miles of this roadway

 10   in this area are already at interstate standards and the

 11   eight-tenths of a mile are scheduled for construction in

 12   2012.  These sections were advanced under a separate

 13   environmental document and are being included for

 14   informational purposes because they are part of the U.S.

 15   77 program.  No additional right-of-way is required in

 16   this section.

 17                Section U extends from FM 1898 to the

 18   Kleberg/Nueces county line, a distance of 3.3 miles.

 19   Construction in this section would include main lanes

 20   and an interchange at East Sage Road.  No additional

 21   right-of-way is required for this section.

 22                Section V extends from the Kleberg/Nueces

 23   county line to FM 70, a distance of two and a half

 24   miles.  Construction in this section would include main

 25   lanes between existing frontage roads and interchanges
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  1   at County Road 4, East 6th Street, and East 4th Street.

  2   No additional right-of-way is required in this section.

  3                Section W extends from FM 70 to County

  4   Road 16, a distance of four miles.  Construction in this

  5   section would include main lanes, frontage roads, and

  6   interchanges at County Road 10, County Road 12/FM 3354.

  7   This section would require the acquisition of

  8   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

  9   east side of U.S. 77.

 10                Section X includes the proposed relief

 11   route for the city of Driscoll.  I would like to note

 12   that existing U.S. 77 from Driscoll would remain

 13   unchanged.  The proposed relief route is east of

 14   Driscoll and extends from County Road 16 to south of

 15   County Road 28, a distance of 4.1 miles.  Interchanges

 16   would be provided at existing U.S. 77 south of Driscoll,

 17   FM 665, and existing U.S. 77 north of Driscoll.  Direct

 18   access to Driscoll for both northbound and southbound

 19   travelers has been provided through direct connections.

 20   The right-of-way for the proposed relief route will be

 21   approximately 400 feet in width, approximately 4.1 miles

 22   long and would require approximately 145 acres of right-

 23   of-way.

 24                Section Y extends from south of County

 25   Road 28 to FM 892, a distance of 6.5 miles.
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  1   Construction in this section would include main lanes,

  2   frontage roads, and interchanges at FM 2826 and County

  3   Road 36.  This section would require the acquisition of

  4   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way to the

  5   east of U.S. 77.

  6                Section Z extends from FM 892 to State

  7   Highway 44 (Industrial Boulevard), a distance of

  8   approximately one mile.  The main lanes are scheduled to

  9   begin construction in 2012.  Right-of-way acquisition

 10   for this section is underway.  This section was cleared

 11   under a previous environmental document and is being

 12   included tonight for informational purposes because it

 13   is part of the U.S. 77 program.

 14                Section AA extends from State Highway 44

 15   to I-37, a distance of 6.2 miles.  This section is at

 16   interstate standards and was recently designated as

 17   Interstate I-69.

 18                The potential impacts for projects in each

 19   of these sections are detailed in the Environmental

 20   Assessment.  The relief routes in Driscoll and Riviera

 21   are being proposed on new location and I would like to

 22   specifically address these areas -- those areas.

 23                For these two relief routes, various

 24   options were looked at to address the need and purpose

 25   of the project in these locations.  The options were
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  1   expanding the existing U.S. 77 through the communities

  2   (at-grade), constructing an elevated highway through the

  3   communities, a new highway to the east, a new highway to

  4   the west.

  5                Widening existing U.S. 77 or constructing

  6   an elevated highway through these communities would have

  7   negative social, economic, and environmental effects

  8   because most of the businesses adjacent to the existing

  9   highway would have to be relocated.

 10                Routes to the west were studied.  Because

 11   of the Union Pacific Railroad line adjacent to U.S. 77

 12   in both Driscoll and Riviera, a western route would

 13   require the construction of four large bridges at two

 14   different locations.  These bridges would have steep

 15   skew angles.

 16                Routes to the east were also studied in

 17   both Riviera and Driscoll.  These routes result in fewer

 18   displacements and fewer environmental impacts.  Thus,

 19   the decision was made to recommend the eastern routes

 20   for further study in the environmental assessment.

 21                In addition, a biological survey was

 22   conducted for the project to assess the potential for

 23   effects to threatened and endangered plant and/or animal

 24   species.  The following endangered plants/animals were

 25   found in the project area and conservation measures for
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  1   these species will be incorporated in the design of the

  2   facility.

  3                Slender Rush-pea and South Texas Ambrosia

  4   plant populations have been located in northern Kleberg

  5   County and southern Nueces County.  The project has been

  6   designed to avoid these populations.  In fact, the

  7   location of the Sage Road interchange was moved to

  8   specifically avoid these species.  During construction,

  9   no staging or other activities will be allowed in these

 10   areas.  Construction fencing will be erected around the

 11   endangered plants to avoid inadvertent impacts.

 12                Ocelot and Jaguarundi populations have

 13   been noted in the project area.  Federal Highway

 14   Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

 15   are currently conducting a consultation under Section 7

 16   of the Endangered Species Act.  This consultation will

 17   result in conservation measures being incorporated into

 18   the project to avoid and minimize potential impacts to

 19   the Ocelot and Jaguarundi.

 20                Project Implementation:  TxDOT has

 21   prepared a U.S. 77 Program Development Plan in

 22   coordination with the Federal Highway Administration.

 23   The U.S. 77 program consists of all upgrades to

 24   interstate standard projects that remain to be

 25   constructed.  These projects include the construction
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  1   sections that were evaluated in the EA and projects that

  2   are approved for or are under construction.  This

  3   Project Development Plan outlines how TxDOT anticipates

  4   funding and phasing the remaining construction sections

  5   of the U.S. 77 program over the next 25 years.  The cost

  6   estimate to complete the U.S. 77 program is

  7   approximately 1.14 billion.  This number includes the

  8   1.06 billion worth of highway upgrades evaluated in the

  9   EA as well as those projects that were previously

 10   evaluated in separate environmental documents.  The

 11   program cost is estimated -- is based -- excuse me --

 12   the program cost estimate is based on a 25-year

 13   development time frame and includes inflation

 14   considerations.

 15                According to the Program Development Plan,

 16   TxDOT anticipates that state and federal funding would

 17   be available to build the remaining construction

 18   sections.  This assumption is based on a review of

 19   historic funding trends for U.S. 77.  For example, since

 20   1985, approximately 582 million of federal and state

 21   funding has been spent to upgrade U.S. 77 in South

 22   Texas.  This equates to nearly 30 million per year.

 23   Essentially TxDOT would need 38 million per year to

 24   fully fund completion of the U.S. 77 program over the

 25   next 25 years.
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  1                The Program Development Plan presents the

  2   proposed construction phasing to complete the U.S. 77

  3   program.  The map handout provided in your meeting

  4   packet specifically identifies each U.S. 77 construction

  5   section and the proposed date for which that section

  6   would begin construction subject to available funding.

  7   The table on the back of that handout provides

  8   additional details such as the section limits,

  9   description of work, and the estimated cost of each

 10   section.

 11                It is important to understand that these

 12   dates are estimates based on anticipated funding.

 13   Actual funding is determined by the U.S. Congress and

 14   Texas Legislature, and the actual funding will

 15   eventually determine the date when the entire project is

 16   completed.  The Program Development Plan will be

 17   regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect changes based upon

 18   actual funding and the progress made on the project.

 19                I would now like to introduce to you Nelda

 20   Eureste, who is the right-of-way specialist for TxDOT.

 21   Nelda will review the right-of-way relocation assistance

 22   program.

 23                MS. NELDA EURESTE:  Good evening.  My name

 24   is Nelda Eureste and I am the regional right-of-way

 25   manager.  All property next to this area for this
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  1   project will be acquired in accordance with the policies

  2   and procedures established by the Federal Highway

  3   Administration and the Texas Department of

  4   Transportation's relocation program.  A more detailed

  5   statement of these policies and procedures appear in the

  6   State Purchase of Right-of-Way and Relocation Assistance

  7   pamphlet available at this hearing.  You may obtain a

  8   copy of this pamphlet and discuss right-of-way issues

  9   with a right-of-way specialist in the open house area.

 10   I will first review the right-of-way acquisition process

 11   benefits and then discuss the relocation benefits that

 12   are available to property owners.

 13                The State will conduct and prepare cost

 14   estimates for the project.  Then we enter into

 15   agreements with the local governments to contribute

 16   their share of the funds needed for the right-of-way

 17   project.  After we receive the funds from the local

 18   governments, they are sent along with the agreements,

 19   environmental clearance to the right-of-way division in

 20   Austin requesting a release to start the right-of-way

 21   process.  We will contract with an independent local

 22   title company to research the property needed and

 23   provide closing services along with necessary title

 24   insurance.  The State needs to acquire clear title to

 25   the property except for the mineral rights that are
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  1   retained by the seller.

  2                When we receive a release from Austin, we

  3   employ a state certified approved appraiser to appraise

  4   the property needed.  You will be contacted in writing

  5   by our office and contacted by the appraiser before

  6   initial inspection.  The appraiser will make an

  7   appointment to meet with you on the property.  It's a

  8   good idea if you can meet with the appraiser so that you

  9   can explain and show them all the improvements on your

 10   property.

 11                The appraisal will review -- will be

 12   reviewed by the TxDOT region review appraisers and

 13   ultimately reviewed as to the value of the property and

 14   improvements.  Once this is complete, the appraisal is

 15   ready for negotiations with the property owner.  There

 16   are federal and state laws that protect the property

 17   owners and require that they receive fair value for

 18   their property.  There are many steps that we must

 19   follow to ensure the owner's property rights.

 20                After the appraised value is reviewed and

 21   approved, a state negotiator from the regional office

 22   will contact you to let you know that the appraisal is

 23   complete and that they will be sending you a written

 24   offer letter along with the appraisal and other

 25   information by certified mail.  The negotiator will
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  1   contact you and make sure you understand the appraisal

  2   and offer and make an appointment at your convenience to

  3   go over the offer and appraisal and answer any questions

  4   you may have about the -- about the finding of value and

  5   how the project will affect your property.  You will

  6   have ample time to go over the offer and appraisal.  If

  7   you disagree with the appraised value, a written counter

  8   offer may be submitted within 30 days of written offer.

  9   It should have a specific dollar amount you would accept

 10   along with supporting information in the counter offer

 11   as to why the property value should be increased.  The

 12   counter offer will be reviewed by TxDOT under the

 13   administrative settlement process and the property owner

 14   will be notified of the decision.  Only one offer --

 15   only one counter offer can be made.

 16                If you accept the final offer, a deed will

 17   be prepared for your execution and we can close on the

 18   property in about a month after the funds are requested.

 19   If an agreement cannot be reached regarding the value of

 20   the property needed by the State or there are title

 21   problems that cannot be resolved, the property owner

 22   will -- has the right to go through the eminent domain

 23   procedures to contest the value established by the

 24   State's appraiser to clear title.

 25                Three disinterested landowners appointed
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  1   by the court will listen to both sides and reach a

  2   determination of the value to be deposited in the court

  3   for -- for the property.  After the award is deposited

  4   with the court, the State has the right to possession of

  5   the property.  If one or both sides are not satisfied

  6   with the decision, it can be appealed.

  7                Landowners may be eligible for certain

  8   benefits through our relocation program.  These could

  9   include moving personal property and also pay for costs

 10   incurred in transferring the property to the State.  In

 11   some instances where homeowners or tenants are displaced

 12   by the acquisition, they may -- they may be entitled to

 13   a supplement that our relocation agent will discuss with

 14   you.  There are also special relocation benefits

 15   provided for businesses that may be displaced by the

 16   project.

 17                Before a person or organization is

 18   required to move, they will be given adequate time to

 19   find other housing or business accommodations.  Each of

 20   those affected will be given written notice and a date

 21   to vacate.  Property owners will be given at least 90

 22   days written notice of the date by which they must

 23   move.  Property owners eligible for relocation benefits

 24   should not move until you are contacted by a relocation

 25   agent.
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  1                As I mentioned, there are booklets for the

  2   property owners entitled, "State Purchase of Right-of-

  3   Way and Relocation Assistance" right here in the front,

  4   and if we run out, please leave your name and address

  5   and we'll be -- we'll make sure that we get them to

  6   you.  Thank you for your time.

  7                MR. JOHN CASEY:  Thank you, John and

  8   Nelda.  As was mentioned earlier, Section AA has been

  9   designated as I-69.  At this point I'd like to briefly

 10   discuss the interstate designation process for the

 11   remaining portions of U.S. 77 in South Texas.  As the

 12   U.S. 77 Program Development Plan indicates, completion

 13   of the U.S. 77 program will take over an approximate

 14   25-year period, again subject to the availability of

 15   funding.

 16                TxDOT anticipates that as sections of U.S.

 17   77 begin to experience higher traffic volumes, interim

 18   safety improvements would be implemented.  These safety

 19   improvements could take the form of closing or

 20   relocationg crossovers, and adding or removing turn

 21   bays.

 22                Federal law allows TxDOT to request that

 23   the remaining portions of U.S. 77 between Robstown and

 24   Harlingen be designated as I-69 once certain conditions

 25   have been met.  For instance, once a section of the
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  1   highway meets interstate standards and connects to an

  2   existing interstate, TxDOT can request FHWA approval to

  3   designate that section of highway as I-69.  Under

  4   current law, that process would continue north to

  5   south.

  6                As an interim step to fulfilling TxDOT's

  7   commitment to complete I-69 in South Texas after

  8   completing certain safety and access improvements in

  9   Kenedy and northern Willacy counties and having a direct

 10   connection to the interstate, TxDOT can request FHWA to

 11   designate those portions of the existing U.S. 77 in

 12   South Texas' I-69 prior to these sections being upgraded

 13   to interstate standards.  Because these sections will

 14   not be at interstate standards, it would be necessary

 15   for TxDOT to request the design exception.  The decision

 16   to approve such a request would be at the discretion of

 17   FHWA and based on complying with federal laws.

 18                Now, I know this is the most exciting

 19   meeting that you've ever been to.  You're supposed to

 20   laugh at that so -- but now that you've heard a

 21   description, we're getting close to the end.  You've

 22   heard a description of the proposed project and the

 23   TxDOT right-of-way process.  We'll begin the public

 24   testimony portion of this evening's hearing.  If you

 25   have registered to make a public comment, you will have
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  1   your opportunity shortly.  Just as a reminder, because

  2   of the guidelines for the comment period, we will not be

  3   able to respond to comments or questions during the

  4   public testimony portion of this meeting.

  5                When your name is called, please move to

  6   the front of the room and be ready to speak.  Please

  7   limit your comments to three minutes.  To assist you

  8   with this, the meeting facilitator will hold a green

  9   card during the first two minutes of your testimony,

 10   followed by a yellow card when you have one minute

 11   remaining, and then a red card when the three minutes

 12   are over.  If you run out of time for your comment,

 13   you're encouraged to wrap up that comment and then

 14   provide additional comments in writing on the comment

 15   sheet provided in your packet.

 16                If you wish to participate in public

 17   testimony and have not yet filled out a speaker card,

 18   please see the staff at the sign-in table.

 19                We will now begin taking public

 20   testimony.  I will begin by calling the public officials

 21   that are signed up to provide comments.  Then you will

 22   be called in the order that your speaker cards were

 23   received.  Do any public officials want to give any

 24   comments tonight?  Okay.

 25
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  1                MR. JOHN HUBERT:  I'd like to make some

  2   comments, but not as an official, but as a member of

  3   this community.  I just have some concerns that I wish

  4   the board would address when it decides to make whatever

  5   decision it decides to make.

  6                The first thing is most of the existing

  7   businesses on 77 rely on highway traffic.  A bypass --

  8   to bypass these businesses or destroy these businesses

  9   is the same as paving a road.  Expanding the current

 10   highway would give the businesses a fair price for their

 11   property and allow them to relocate along the expanded

 12   highway and continue their businesses, thus not

 13   destroying the nature of the community.  Using the

 14   existing roadway would minimize the impact on the

 15   environment by paving over less new land, developing

 16   less new land, not isolating properties that currently

 17   allow wildlife on the islands between the roads, and

 18   encouraging redevelopment of economically vital

 19   stretches, limiting sprawl.  Land Commissioner

 20   (inaudible) himself addressed this recently in an

 21   article about the use of land.

 22                The highway would further split this

 23   community destroying the rural -- rural nature of the

 24   community by basically making three different parts of

 25   the community.  One solution is to build on the existing
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  1   highway, expand on the existing highway, therefore,

  2   keeping the sprawl down, basically keeping the nature of

  3   our rural community rural, and limiting the impact on

  4   the environment.

  5                We realize that the commission, of course,

  6   the committees, the environmental engineers have to

  7   address many different issues, but these are three

  8   issues that we would like them to address when they come

  9   to their solution.  Thank you.

 10                MR. JOHN CASEY:  Okay.  I have two others,

 11   David T. Garcia from Falfurrias.

 12
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  1                MR. DAVID T. GARCIA:  Good evening.  As

  2   the speaker indicated, my name is David Garcia from

  3   Falfurrias and I (inaudible) Falfurrias Utility Board.

  4   As you're aware, Falfurrias is undergoing its own

  5   project and I'm not here to try to convince you whether

  6   your project is good or not, but I'll give you some of

  7   the mistakes we made.

  8                We had a meeting like this and we were

  9   told that the project was going to be done way down the

 10   road so we really didn't participate, we really didn't

 11   get our objections registered because we thought it was

 12   coming, you know, 2050 and we also thought that we

 13   couldn't impact (inaudible), okay?  So now this is your

 14   opportunity to get organized if you disagree with what's

 15   being proposed.

 16                Now, I have nothing against the State, but

 17   the State's goal is to move traffic quickly and the

 18   cheapest way possible.  That's -- that's the bottom

 19   line.  Yes, they do consider local people but that's not

 20   their main objective.  Y'all are local.  It's your job

 21   to get organized real quick if you disagree with what

 22   they're doing.  That's number one.

 23                Number two, in Falfurrias, there was a lot

 24   of utilities that had to be moved.  We had to pay for a

 25   good part of that.  Now, the mistake we made was -- in



Deposition of US 77 Upgrade Hearings for T�D�T ��

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1   hindsight was that all of a sudden they came down and

  2   said, "Hey, the president is giving us incentive money

  3   and if we get our package together, we'll get it."  And

  4   I don't know if it was their fault or ours.  I'm not

  5   saying it well but we kind of understood that we would

  6   get the concessions by cooperating.  Well, there's no

  7   concessions, folks.

  8                Now, they're fair.  The State's going to

  9   give you exactly what the regulations say.  Now, the

 10   negotiators are real smooth and they're great but their

 11   auditors have big glasses and red heads so you're only

 12   going to get what the State allows by the rules.  So we

 13   should have taken more time and studied the local costs

 14   before we sped up our process, and we sped up our

 15   process a whole bunch to get it done, basically shot

 16   ourselves in the foot.

 17                My third statement is that if you're in

 18   agreement with this, it is going to impact the way you

 19   live locally, how you come in from (inaudible), economic

 20   development out there.  Y'all need to start addressing

 21   that locally with your local officials.  There's grants

 22   out there for development, for utilities.  You need to

 23   start working on that now.  If you can anticipate what

 24   the State's going to do and start getting some of those

 25   grants and start laying some of those lines so less of
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  1   any negative impact this project will be having on you

  2   locally, okay?  So it's something you can do.  You can

  3   lay some county roads around there that might make --

  4   you know -- get around this interstate easier if you

  5   want, but you are (inaudible) a little bit and it takes

  6   time so you need to start addressing it.  But if you're

  7   against this project -- okay.  I see the red flag.

  8   Y'all need to organize real quick, get your local

  9   officials involved, get professional help, and start

 10   telling them what your objectives are.  Don't let the

 11   time go by.

 12                MR. JOHN CASEY:  Thank you.  Okay.  Next I

 13   have Robert Valenzuela from Riviera.

 14                MR. ROBERT VALENZUELA:  No comments,

 15   please.

 16                MR. JOHN CASEY:  None?  Okay.

 17                In closing, project information may be

 18   obtained at the TxDOT's website or by calling the

 19   project hotline at 1-800-945-2156.  I'll repeat that.

 20   1-800-945-2156.  Both of these references are noted in

 21   the meeting handouts.

 22                We would like to remind you that you can

 23   submit your comments tonight by placing your completed

 24   comment sheet in the comment box.  If you want to take a

 25   comment sheet home and fill it out, please mail it to
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  1   the address on the form.  Again, all written comments

  2   must be postmarked no later than February 21st, 2012 to

  3   be included in the official public hearing report.

  4                After finishing the five public hearings,

  5   an official public hearing report will be prepared that

  6   includes the verbatim transcript.  Responses to address

  7   substantive project related comments received during the

  8   comment period will also be included in the public

  9   hearing report.  This report will be available for

 10   review once the FHWA has issued their findings for the

 11   proposed project.  Notices will be published in area

 12   papers when the report is completed.  The report would

 13   be available at TxDOT district and area offices and

 14   posted on TxDOT's website for review.

 15                Thank you for taking time to participate

 16   in this public hearing.  The public hearing for

 17   upgrading U.S. 77 from U.S. 183 in Harlingen to I-37 in

 18   Corpus Christi is adjourned.  Please drive safely and

 19   good evening.

 20                          * * * * *

 21
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  1                   P R O C E E D I N G S

  2                MR. JOHN CASEY:  Good evening, ladies and

  3   gentlemen.  I'm pleased to welcome you to the US 77

  4   Public Hearing on behalf of the Texas Department of

  5   Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

  6   Before I begin I'd like to ask if anyone here would like

  7   to use our translation services.  If so, please raise

  8   your hand and we will provide you with a headset.

  9                (Above request translated into Spanish.)

 10               My name is John Casey and I'm the District

 11   Engineer for the Corpus Christi District and I'll be

 12   serving as the Hearing Officer for this evening.  With

 13   me this evening is Nelda Eureste, a Right-Of-Way

 14   Specialist for TxDOT, and John Mack of Jacobs

 15   Engineering, the Project Manager for the US 77 Upgrade

 16   Project.  I'd like to take a moment to recognize those

 17   public officials that are here with us this evening.

 18               Kleberg County Commissioner, David Rosse.

 19   Where's Dave?  I saw him, he may not be in here yet.

 20   Mayor of the City of Kingsville, Sam Fugate.  Sam had to

 21   leave, I think.  City Commissioner of the City of

 22   Kingsville, Al Garcia.  Al, thank you for being here.

 23   City Manager of Kingsville, Vince Capell.  Vince, good

 24   to have you here.  And Dick Messbarger, everybody knows

 25   him, Kingsville Economic Development Council.  He's --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- the

  2   troublemaker in the crowd.  No, I'm just teasing.  Thank

  3   you all for being here.

  4               The purpose of this public hearing is to

  5   explain the plans for the proposed design and

  6   construction to upgrade US 77 to a controlled access

  7   facility from US Highway 83 to Interstate 37, to provide

  8   an overview of the right-of-way process, and to receive

  9   public testimony on this proposed project.  This public

 10   hearing is being held in compliance with Title 23 of the

 11   United States Code, Section 128, and 23 Code of Federal

 12   Regulations, Part 771.

 13               Tonight's proceedings are being held to

 14   provide an opportunity to interested citizens to make

 15   public comment on the proposed project, its location,

 16   and major design features, and to provide a public forum

 17   for presenting views on major design features including

 18   the social, economic, environmental, and other potential

 19   effects.

 20               An Environmental Assessment has been

 21   prepared by TxDOT on behalf of the Federal Highway

 22   Administration to fulfill the requirements set forth in

 23   the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, otherwise

 24   known as NEPA.  This document complies with all

 25   applicable federal and state regulations.  The --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- Environmental

  2   Assessment documents the state's analysis of the

  3   transportation need and purpose, development of

  4   transportation options, effects to the economic, social,

  5   and natural environment, its consistency with the area

  6   goals and objectives, mitigation measures, and public

  7   and agency involvement activities.

  8               In late December of 2011, copies of the

  9   Environmental Assessment, known as the EA, were

 10   available for public review and comment, and will remain

 11   available until the close of the comment period.  If

 12   you'd like a listing of the specific locations where the

 13   EA is available, that information will be at the sign-in

 14   table.

 15               A stenographer is taking notes of

 16   tonight's proceedings.  This transcript, along with all

 17   comments received, will become a part of the official

 18   record for the project.  The comments received tonight

 19   and during the public comment period will be evaluated

 20   and considered in making the final project decision.

 21               Before we begin the technical

 22   presentation, I'd like to review the procedures for

 23   tonight's public hearing.  Under the guidelines of NEPA,

 24   during a formal public hearing we can report the

 25   findings of the Environmental Assessment and listen --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- to your

  2   comments.  This public hearing is part of the open

  3   comment period which ends February 21st, 2012.  During

  4   the comment period, we can receive comments but cannot

  5   respond to comments or take questions during tonight's

  6   technical presentation and public testimony.  Following

  7   the technical presentation, we will be taking public

  8   testimony.  You can also provide written comments.

  9               Following the comment period, a hearing

 10   report will be published and responses to substantive

 11   project-related comments will be provided.  Everyone

 12   should have received a meeting packet when you signed in

 13   this evening.  This packet will be helpful as we go

 14   through tonight's program.  If you do not have a packet

 15   then please raise your hand, and we will bring one to

 16   you.  The packet includes an agenda, project map,

 17   speaker card, comment sheet, and glossary of technical

 18   terms.

 19               If you'd like to provide public testimony

 20   after the technical presentation, please fill out the

 21   speaker card in your meeting packet and return it to the

 22   sign-in table.  If you'd prefer to provide written

 23   comments, you can fill out the comment sheet included in

 24   the packet and place it in the comment box or mail it

 25   in.  Everyone's comments are welcomed, encouraged, --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- and will be

  2   taken into consideration when final project decisions

  3   are made.  John Mack of Jacobs Engineering, the Project

  4   Manager, will now describe the need and purpose of the

  5   proposed project, the transportation options considered

  6   for the proposed project, the options advanced for

  7   detailed study, and the potential environmental

  8   effects.  John.

  9               MR. JOHN MACK:  Good evening.  My name is

 10   John Mack.  I am the Project Manager for this project.

 11   I'm going to review the proposed project in detail and

 12   discuss recommended improvements.  I will also discuss

 13   any right-of-way needs and changes in access, and I will

 14   note the options we considered in different areas as

 15   well as certain environmental features, particularly

 16   those that effect the recommendations.

 17               We are having five public hearings in

 18   various communities for the US 77 project.  At each

 19   hearing we will be presenting the same information and

 20   addressing each section of the roadway.  I encourage you

 21   to refer to the project map provided to you in your

 22   meeting packet as I will walk through the project

 23   section by section.

 24               The project area extends from US 83 in

 25   Harlingen to I-37 in Corpus Christi.  In defining the --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- needs for this

  2   transportation project, initial citizen comments were

  3   considered, along with other project-related

  4   information.  Within the project area, there are

  5   transportation problems that support the following need

  6   statements for major transportation improvements to US

  7   77.

  8               At-grade intersections compromise safety

  9   on this high-speed highway facility.  At-grade

 10   intersections within the project limits experience

 11   higher accident rates.  Projected increases in traffic

 12   on US 77 will increase the potential for incidents

 13   associated with the numerous at-grade intersections.

 14   System continuity does not meet driver expectations.

 15   One example of this is driving on an Interstate, then

 16   coming to a section of road with a stoplight.

 17               The purpose of the proposed project is to

 18   improve safety by separating through-traffic from cross-

 19   traffic at the major intersections and ranch gates.

 20   Safety improvements would continue through the use of

 21   frontage roads that separate through-traffic from local

 22   traffic using side streets.  Mobility would be improved

 23   as through-traffic would not need to stop or slow down

 24   for cars entering or exiting the highway at these

 25   intersections.



Deposition of US 77 Upgrade Public Hearing �

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  In the

  2   development of the Environmental Assessment, we looked

  3   at three transportation options for addressing the need

  4   and purpose of the project which included a

  5   Transportation System Management, Transportation Demand

  6   Management, and a Build Option.  We also considered a no

  7   build option.  The Transportation System Management and

  8   Transportation Demand Management options are

  9   transportation improvements that are more appropriately

 10   applied within an urban or metropolitan environment.  As

 11   a result, they would not meet the need and purpose of

 12   the project and were dropped for further consideration.

 13               The Build Option is to upgrade US 77 from

 14   US 83 to I-37 so that it functions like an Interstate

 15   highway.  It would include two relief routes at Driscoll

 16   and Riviera.  The new highway would be similar to I-37

 17   in Corpus Christi or US 83 in Harlingen.  There would be

 18   medians, overpasses, on-ramps and off-ramps, and in some

 19   cases, one-way frontage roads.  Cars and trucks would

 20   only be able to enter and exit the facility via these on

 21   and off-ramps.  The Build Option would meet the need and

 22   purpose of the of the project and was advanced for

 23   further detail study in the Environmental Assessment.

 24               In the development of the Build Option,

 25   our focus was to use as much of the existing --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- right-of-way

  2   as possible.  Of the 88 miles of proposed construction,

  3   56 miles of improvements are within existing right-of-

  4   way.  There are approximately 23 and a half miles where

  5   we would need to acquire right-of-way adjacent to

  6   existing US 77.  Finally, eight and a half miles of new

  7   right-of-way would be required for the two relief routes

  8   which I will discuss later.  The total estimated cost of

  9   the Build Option is $1.06 billion, which accounts for

 10   inflation over the next 25 years to complete

 11   construction and is subject to available funding.

 12               I will now describe the proposed

 13   improvements to US 77.  I will begin in the south at US

 14   83 and proceed north to I-37.  The project areas have

 15   been divided into 27 sections.  Eight sections are

 16   currently at or will soon be at Interstate standards

 17   once construction activities are complete.  19 sections

 18   would require construction to meet Interstate standards

 19   and were evaluated in the Environmental Assessment.

 20   Because the US 77 Project is part of an ongoing program

 21   to upgrade US 77 to Interstate standards, I will briefly

 22   describe all 27 sections and provide details for

 23   sections that are evaluated in the Environmental

 24   Assessment.

 25                Sections A, B, C, D, E, F, and G extend --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- from the

  2   interchange in US 83 in Harlingen to Business 77 merge

  3   north of Raymondville, a distance of 25 miles.  Section

  4   A and D are at Interstate standards, and no additional

  5   work is planned in these sections.  Sections E and F are

  6   under construction and were advanced under separate

  7   environmental documents.  These four sections are being

  8   included for informational purposes because they are

  9   part of the US 77 Program.

 10                With regard to sections B and C, which are

 11   addressed in this environmental study, there would be

 12   reconstruction of the on and off-ramps to fully meet

 13   interstate standards, as well as the conversion of the

 14   existing two-way frontage roads to one-way frontage

 15   roads to improve safety.  Section H extends from

 16   Business 77 merge to the Willacy/Kenedy county line, a

 17   distance of 5.8 miles.  Within this section, the

 18   mainlanes for the controlled access facility would be

 19   constructed.  Overpasses for the mainlanes would be

 20   included at Yturria County Road and Thomas Ranch Road.

 21   No additional right-of-way is required in this section.

 22                Section I extends from the Willacy/Kenedy

 23   county line to Norias Road, a distance of 13 miles.

 24   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

 25   overpasses.  Overpasses for the mainlanes will be --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd): -- included for El

  2   Devisadero Road/Santa Breta Road, Diamond Ranch/H.

  3   Yturria Road, Crystal Gate/Rudolph Tower Road, and

  4   Norias Road/Stillman Gate Road.  There will also be six

  5   partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

  6   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

  7   section.

  8                Section J begins at Norias Road and

  9   extends 9.6 miles to the Time/Armstrong Ranch Gate and

 10   would include the construction of mainlanes and

 11   overpasses.  Overpasses for the mainlanes would include

 12   Butler Gate, Tullidos Gate/Armstrong Ranch Road, and

 13   Time Gate/Armstrong Ranch.  There would also be two

 14   partial interchanges located at intermediate ranch

 15   gates.  No additional right-of-way is required in this

 16   section.

 17                Section K extends from 9.6 miles north of

 18   Norias Road to eight miles south of La Parra Avenue, a

 19   distance of 12.7 miles.  Construction in this section

 20   would include mainlanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

 21   the mainlanes would include South Zorillo Gate, Turcotte

 22   East/West Gate, Guajulote Gate, and Mifflin Gate.  There

 23   will also be four partial interchanges located at

 24   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

 25   required in this section.
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Section L extends

  2   from eight miles south of La Parra Avenue to the

  3   Kenedy/Kleberg county line, a distance of 11.7 miles.

  4   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

  5   overpasses.  Overpasses for the mainlanes would include

  6   El Paistle Gate, La Parra Ranch Road, and Armstrong

  7   Avenue.  There would also be  five partial interchanges

  8   located at intermediate ranch gates.  No additional

  9   right-of-way is required in this section.

 10                Section M includes the construction of an

 11   overpass at La Parra Avenue in Sarita, Texas.  This

 12   section is being advanced under a separate environmental

 13   document and is being included tonight for informational

 14   purposes because it is part of the US 77 Program.

 15                Sections N and O are the relief routes

 16   proposed for the community of Riviera.  I would like to

 17   note that the existing US 77 route through Riviera would

 18   remain unchanged, including the connectivity to State

 19   Highway 285.  The proposed relief route is east of

 20   Riviera and extends from the Kleberg county line at Los

 21   Olmos Creek to one and a half miles north of State

 22   Highway 285/County Road 2280, a distance of three miles

 23   total.  Interchanges would be provided at existing US 77

 24   south of Riviera, FM 771, County Road 2290, existing US

 25   77 north of Riviera, and County Road 2280.
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Direct access to

  2   Riviera for both northbound and southbound travelers has

  3   been provided through direct connections.  The right-of-

  4   way for the proposed relief route would be approximately

  5   400 feet in width, approximately three miles long, and

  6   would require 127 acres of right-of-way.

  7                Section P extends from one and a half

  8   miles north of State Highway 285 at County Road 2280 to

  9   County Road 2130, a distance of 8.6 miles.  Construction

 10   in this section would include mainlanes, frontage roads,

 11   and interchanges at RM 628, FM 772, and FM 1118/County

 12   Road the 2160 in Ricardo.  This section would require

 13   the acquisition of approximately 35 feet of additional

 14   right-of-way on the east side of US 77.  The existing

 15   truck weigh station south of Riviera would be relocated

 16   to north of RM 628 on the east and west US 77.

 17   Additional right-of-way will be required for the new

 18   weigh station.

 19                Section Q extends from County Road 2130 to

 20   FM 1356 on the south end of Kingsville, a distance of

 21   3.4 miles.  Construction in this section would include

 22   mainlanes, frontage roads, and interchanges at County

 23   Road 2120 and FM 1717.  This section will require the

 24   acquisition of right-of-way on both sides of US 77.  The

 25   amount of right-of-way required varies considerably --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- from 35 feet

  2   to 200 feet, depending on the specific location.

  3                Sections R, S, and T extend from FM

  4   1356/E. General Cavazos Boulevard to FM 1898/E. Corral

  5   Avenue in Kingsville, a distance of two and a half

  6   miles.  One and a half miles of roadway in this area are

  7   already at Interstate standards, and eight-tenths of a

  8   mile are scheduled for construction in 2012.  These

  9   sections were advanced under separate environmental

 10   documents and are being included for informational

 11   purposes because they are part of the US 77 Program.  No

 12   additional right-of-way is required in this section.

 13                Section U extends from FM 1898 to the

 14   Kleberg/Nueces county line, a distance of 3.3 miles.

 15   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

 16   an interchange at East Sage Road.  No additional right-

 17   of-way is required in this section.

 18                Section V extends from the Kleberg/Nueces

 19   county line to FM 70, a distance of two and a half

 20   miles.  Construction in this section would include

 21   mainlanes between the existing frontage roads and

 22   interchanges at County Road 4, East Sixth Street, and

 23   East Fourth Street.  No additional right-of-way is

 24   required in this section.

 25                Section W extends from FM 70 to County --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- Road 16, a

  2   distance of four miles.  Construction in this section

  3   would include mainlanes, frontage roads, and

  4   interchanges at County Road 10 and County Road 12/FM

  5   3354.  This section would require the acquisition of

  6   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

  7   east side of US 77.

  8                Section X includes the proposed relief

  9   route for the city of Driscoll.  I would like to note

 10   that the existing US 77 through Driscoll would remain

 11   unchanged.  The proposed relief route is east of

 12   Driscoll and extends from County Road 16 to south of

 13   County Road 28, a distance of 4.1 miles.  Interchanges

 14   will be provided at existing US 77 south of Driscoll, FM

 15   665, and existing US 77 north of Driscoll.  Direct

 16   access to Driscoll for both northbound and southbound

 17   travelers has been provided through direct connections.

 18   The right-of-way for the proposed relief route would be

 19   approximately 400 foot in width, approximately 4.1 miles

 20   long, and would require 145 acres of right-of-way.

 21                Section Y extends from south of County

 22   Road 28 to FM 892, a distance of 6.5 miles.

 23   Construction in this section would include mainlanes,

 24   frontage roads, and interchanges at FM 2826 and County

 25   Road 36.  This section would require the acquisition --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- of

  2   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

  3   east side of US 77.

  4                Section Z extends from FM 892 to State

  5   Highway 44/Industrial Boulevard, a distance of

  6   approximately one mile.  Mainlanes are scheduled to

  7   begin construction in 2012.  Right-of-way acquisition

  8   for this section is underway.  This section was cleared

  9   under a previous environmental document and is being

 10   included tonight for informational purposes because it

 11   is a part of the US 77 Program.

 12                Section AA extends from State Highway 44

 13   to I-37, a distance of 6.2 miles.  This section is at

 14   Interstate standards and was recently designated as

 15   Interstate 69.  The potential impacts for projects in

 16   each of these sections are detailed in the Environmental

 17   Assessment.  The relief routes in Driscoll and Riviera

 18   are proposed on a new location, and I would like to

 19   specifically discuss these areas.

 20                For these two relief routes, various

 21   options were looked at to address the need and purpose

 22   of the project in these locations.  The options

 23   considered were expanding the existing US 77 through the

 24   communities at-grade, constructing an elevated highway

 25   through the communities, a new highway to the east, --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- and a new

  2   highway to the west.

  3                Widening existing US 77 or constructing an

  4   elevated highway through these communities would have

  5   negative social, economic, and environmental effects

  6   because most of the businesses adjacent to the existing

  7   highway will have to be relocated.  Routes to the west

  8   were studied.  Because of the Union Pacific Railroad

  9   line adjacent to US 77 in both Driscoll and Riviera, a

 10   western route would require the construction of four

 11   large bridges at two different locations.  These bridges

 12   would have steep skew angles.

 13                Routes to the east were also studied in

 14   both Riviera and Driscoll.  These routes resulted in

 15   fewer displacements and fewer environmental impacts.

 16   Thus, the decision was made to recommend the eastern

 17   routes for further study in the Environmental

 18   Assessment.  In addition, a biological survey was

 19   conducted for the project to assess the potential for

 20   effects to threatened and endangered plant or animal

 21   species.

 22                The following endangered plants or animals

 23   were found in the project area, and conservation

 24   measures for these species will be incorporated in the

 25   design of the facility.  Slender Rush-Pea and South --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd)  -- Texas Ambrosia

  2   plant populations have been located in northern Kleberg

  3   County and southern Nueces County.  The project has been

  4   designed to avoid these populations.  In fact, the

  5   location of the Sage Road Interchange was moved to

  6   specifically avoid these species.  During construction,

  7   no staging or other activities would be allowed in these

  8   areas.  Construction fencing will be erected around the

  9   endangered plants to avoid inadvertent impacts.

 10                Ocelot and jaguarundi populations have

 11   been noted in the project area.  Federal Highway

 12   Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

 13   are currently conducting a consultation under Section 7

 14   of the Endangered Species Act.  This consultation will

 15   result in conservation measures being incorporated into

 16   the project to avoid and minimize potential impacts to

 17   the ocelot and jaguarundi.

 18                Project implementation.  TxDOT has

 19   prepared a US 77 Program Development Plan in

 20   coordination with the Federal Highway Administration.

 21   The US 77 Program consists of all upgrades to interstate

 22   standard projects that remain to be constructed.  These

 23   projects include the construction sections that were

 24   evaluated in the EA and projects that are approved for

 25   or are under construction.  This Program Development --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- Plan outlines

  2   how TxDOT anticipates funding and phasing the remaining

  3   construction sections of US 77 Program over the next 25

  4   years.  The cost estimate to complete the US 77 Program

  5   is approximately $1.14 billion.  This number includes

  6   $1.06 billion worth of highway upgrades evaluated in the

  7   EA, as well as those projects that were previously

  8   evaluated in separate environmental documents.  The

  9   program cost estimate is based on a 25-year development

 10   time frame, and includes inflation considerations.

 11                According to the Program Development Plan,

 12   TxDOT anticipates that state and federal funding would

 13   be available to build the remaining construction

 14   sections.  This assumption is based on a review of

 15   historic funding trends for US 77.  For example, since

 16   1985, approximately $582 million of federal and state

 17   funding has been spent to upgrade US 77 in South Texas.

 18   This equates to nearly $30 million per year.

 19   Essentially, TxDOT would need $38 million per year to

 20   fully fund completion of the US 77 Program over the next

 21   25 years.

 22                The Program Development Plan presents the

 23   proposed construction phasing to complete the US 77

 24   Program.  The map handout provided in your meeting

 25   packet specifically identifies each US 77 --
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  1                MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- construction

  2   section and the proposed date for which that section

  3   would begin construction, subject to available funding.

  4   The table in the back of that handout provides

  5   additional details such as the section limits,

  6   description of work, and the estimated cost of each

  7   section.

  8                It is important to understand that these

  9   dates are estimates based on anticipated funding.

 10   Actual funding is determined by the U.S. Congress and

 11   Texas Legislature, and the actual funding will

 12   eventually determine the date for when the entire

 13   project is completed.  The Program Development Plan will

 14   be regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect changes based

 15   upon actual funding and the progress made on the

 16   project.

 17                I would now like to introduce to you Nelda

 18   Eureste, who is the Right-Of-Way Specialist for TxDOT.

 19   Nelda will review the Right-Of-Way Relocation Assistance

 20   Program.

 21                MS. NELDA EURESTE:  Good evening.  My name

 22   is Nelda Eureste and I'm the Regional Right-Of-Way

 23   Manager for TxDOT.  All property necessary for the

 24   project will be acquired in accordance with the policies

 25   and procedures established by the Federal Highway --
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  1                MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  --

  2   Administration and the Texas Department of

  3   Transportation's Relocation Program.  A more detailed

  4   statement of these policies and procedures appear in the

  5   State Right-Of-Way and Relocation Assistance pamphlets

  6   available at this hearing.  You may obtain a copy of

  7   this pamphlet and discuss right-of-way issues with a

  8   right-of-way specialist in the open house area.

  9                I will first review the right-of-way

 10   acquisition process, and then discuss the relocation

 11   benefits that are available to property owners.  The

 12   state will conduct and prepare cost estimates for the

 13   project, then we enter into agreements with the local

 14   governments to contribute their share of the funds

 15   needed for the right-of-way project.  After we receive

 16   the funds from the local governments, they are sent,

 17   along with the agreements and environmental clearance,

 18   to the Right-Of-Way Division in Austin requesting a

 19   release for the state to start the right-of-way

 20   process.

 21                We will contract with an independent local

 22   title company to research the property needed and

 23   provide closing services, along with the necessary title

 24   insurance.  The state needs to acquire clear title to

 25   the property, except for mineral rights that are --
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  1                MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- retained

  2   by the seller.  When we receive a release from Austin,

  3   we will employ a State-Certified Approved Appraiser to

  4   appraise the property needed.  You will be contacted in

  5   writing by our office and contacted by the appraiser

  6   before the initial inspection.

  7                The appraiser will make an appointment to

  8   meet with you on the property.  It's a good idea if you

  9   can meet with the appraiser so that you can explain and

 10   show them all the improvements on the property.  The

 11   appraisal will be reviewed by the TxDOT Region Review

 12   Appraisers, and ultimately approved as to the value of

 13   the property and improvements.  Once this is complete,

 14   the appraisal is ready for negotiations with the

 15   property owner.

 16                There are federal and state laws that

 17   protect the property owners and require that they

 18   receive fair value for their property.  There are many

 19   steps that we must follow to ensure the owner's property

 20   rights.  After the appraised value is reviewed, a state

 21   negotiator will contact you to let you know that the

 22   appraisal is complete and that they will be sending you

 23   an offer letter along with the appraisal and other

 24   information by certified mail.

 25                The negotiator will contact you and --
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  1                MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- make sure

  2   that you understand the appraisal and the offer and will

  3   make an appointment, at your convenience, to go over the

  4   offer and the appraisal and answer any questions you may

  5   have about the findings of value and how the project

  6   will affect your property.  You will have ample time to

  7   go over the offer and the appraisal.

  8                If you disagree with the appraised value,

  9   a written offer may be submitted within 30 days of the

 10   written offer.  It should have a specified dollar amount

 11   you would accept, along with supporting information and

 12   the counter offer as to why the property value should be

 13   increased.  The counter offer will be reviewed by TxDOT

 14   under the Administrative Settlement Process, and the

 15   property owner will be notified of the decision.  Only

 16   one counter offer can be made.  If you accept the final

 17   offer, a deed will be prepared for your execution and we

 18   can close on the property in about a month after funds

 19   requested.

 20                If an agreement cannot be reached

 21   regarding the value of the property needed by the state

 22   or there are title problems that cannot be not resolved,

 23   the property owner has the right to go through the

 24   Eminent Domain procedure to contest the value

 25   established by the state's appraiser to or to clear --
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  1                MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd)  -- title.

  2   Three disinterested landowners appointed by the court

  3   will listen to both sides and reach a determination of

  4   value to be deposited in the court for the property.

  5                After the award is deposited with the

  6   registry of the court, the state has the right to

  7   possession of the property.  If one or both sides are

  8   not satisfied with the decision, it can be appealed.

  9   Land owners may be eligible for certain benefits through

 10   our Relocation Assistance Program.  These could include

 11   personal property and also payment of cost incurred in

 12   transferring property to the state.  In some instances

 13   where homeowners or tenants are displaced by the

 14   acquisition, there may be a supplement that a relocation

 15   agent will discuss with you.

 16                There are also special relocation benefits

 17   provided for businesses that may be displaced by the

 18   project.  Before a person or organization is required to

 19   move, they will be given adequate time to find other

 20   housing or business accommodations.  Each of those

 21   affected will be given written notice and a date to

 22   vacate.  Property owners will be given at least 90 days

 23   written notice of the date which they must move.

 24   Property owners eligible for relocation benefits should

 25   not move until they have been contacted by the --
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  1                MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- relocation

  2   agent.

  3                As I mentioned, there are booklets for the

  4   property entitled State Purchase of Right-Of-Way and

  5   Relocation Assistance in the other room at the table

  6   that said "right-of-way."  If we run out and you need

  7   some, leave your name and address and we'll make sure

  8   that you have them.  Thank you for your time.

  9               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Thank you, John and

 10   Nelda.  As was mentioned earlier, Section AA has been

 11   designated as I-69, and at this point I'd like to

 12   briefly discuss the Interstate designation process for

 13   the remaining portions of US 77 in South Texas.

 14               As the US 77 Program Development Plan

 15   indicates, completion of the US 77 Program would take

 16   place over an approximate 25-year period, again, subject

 17   to the availability of funding.  TxDOT anticipates that

 18   as sections of US 77 begin to experience higher traffic

 19   volumes, interim safety improvements would be

 20   implemented.  These safety improvements could take the

 21   form of closing or relocating crossovers and adding or

 22   removing turn bays.

 23               Federal law allows TxDOT to request that

 24   the remaining portions of US 77 between Robstown and

 25   Harlingen be designated as I-69 once certain --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- conditions

  2   have been met.  For instance, once a section of the

  3   highway meets Interstate standards and connects to an

  4   existing Interstate, TxDOT can request FHWA approval to

  5   designate that section of highway as I-69.  Under

  6   current law, that process would continue north to

  7   south.

  8               As an interim step to fulfilling TxDot's

  9   commitment to complete I-69 in South Texas, after

 10   completing certain safety and access improvements in

 11   Kenedy and northern Willacy counties and having a direct

 12   connection to the Interstate, TxDOT can request FHWA to

 13   designate those portions of the existing US 77 in South

 14   Texas as I-69 prior to these sections be upgraded to

 15   Interstate standards.  Because these sections will not

 16   be at Interstate standards, it would be necessary for

 17   TxDOT to request a design exception.  The decision to

 18   approve such a request would be at the discretion of

 19   FHWA and based on complying with federal law.

 20               Now that you've just finished hearing the

 21   most exciting testimony you've ever heard -- you're

 22   supposed to laugh at that -- we're about to go into the

 23   public testimony period.  Now that you've heard a

 24   description of the proposed project and the TxDOT right-

 25   of-way process, we'll begin the public testimony --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- portion of

  2   this evening's hearing.  If you have registered to make

  3   a public comment, you will have your opportunity

  4   shortly.

  5               Just as a reminder, because of the

  6   guidelines for the comment period, we will not be able

  7   to respond to comments or questions during the public

  8   testimony portion of this meeting.  When your name is

  9   called, please move to the front of the room and be

 10   ready to speak.  Please limit your comments to three

 11   minutes.  To assist you with this, the meeting

 12   facilitator will hold up a green card during the first

 13   two minutes of your testimony, followed by a yellow card

 14   when you have one minute remaining, and then a red card

 15   when the three minutes are over.  If you run out of time

 16   for your comment, we'd encourage you to complete your

 17   thoughts and then ask you to provide additional comments

 18   in writing on the comment sheet provided in your

 19   packet.

 20               If you wish to participate in public

 21   testimony and have not yet filled out a speaker card,

 22   please see the staff at the sign-in table.  Before I

 23   start -- there are two that have signed up.  Are there

 24   any public officials who would like to provide public

 25   comment tonight?  No.  One.  Please come on up.
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  1               MR. VINCE CAPELL:  I don't know if it's

  2   good to be first off or not.  Thank you.  My name is

  3   Vince Capell, I'm the City Manager for the City of

  4   Kingsville, and I'm excited about this project.  I'm

  5   glad we're here and we have an opportunity to comment.

  6   Specifically, I'm concerned, or want to know more at

  7   some point, about sound walls.  That's what I call them,

  8   I'm not sure if that's what you call them.  But the City

  9   of Kingsville is longer than it is narrow, and 77 runs

 10   the entire length.  Some of these overpasses are going

 11   to be higher, sound will travel farther, and so, as a

 12   City Manager, we're concerned about the quality of life

 13   and available -- and sound pollution is a very critical

 14   issue in that.

 15               So, I guess I'm here to encourage

 16   consideration of that.  And I think there was a public

 17   hearing a few weeks ago on that issue, and I think some

 18   surveys were taken for area property owners, but this is

 19   something that I think my commission is interested in.

 20   I know I am.  And where I was before, we would drive

 21   around -- not in Texas -- and see some communities that

 22   had all the sound walls they wanted, and other

 23   communities, like the one I live in, have very few, if

 24   any.

 25               And so I think the public gets a --
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  1               MR. VINCE CAPELL (cont'd):  -- perception

  2   when they drive around and they ask the question, "why

  3   does this community have one off of an Interstate and

  4   this community does not?"  And sometimes when you do the

  5   research, you find out there's a logical reason why some

  6   do and some don't.  But we'll be doing those kinds of

  7   comparisons, and I would simply ask that you give that

  8   full consideration for the City of Kingsville as you go

  9   through this process.  Thank you.

 10               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Okay.  When I call your

 11   name, if you could please come up to the microphone and

 12   say your name.  Darrell Vaughter, did I pronounce that

 13   right?  Okay.

 14               MR. DARRELL VAUGHTER:  My name is Darrell

 15   Vaughter.  There's a magic word called WIIFM; what's in

 16   it for me?  Now, I'm not being selfish.  What's in it

 17   for you?  What's in it for our county?  What's in it for

 18   our city?  What's in it for our state?  So, I have some

 19   questions.  I first want to compliment these people that

 20   are our visitors, very polite, very courteous.  I

 21   applaud you.  Appreciate it.  But what's in it for me?

 22               I know that you're bringing the highway up

 23   to standards, but I would like to have more details.

 24   You're going to build structures, you're going to do

 25   this.  How is it going to affect me?  Now, I'm not --
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  1               MR. DARRELL VAUGHTER (cont'd):  -- the big

  2   guy here, I have 24 feet in a little over less than two

  3   miles.  But it seems to me like, way back when, when we

  4   gave the second lane of Highway 77, somebody said "if

  5   you do this, we'll never take any more land from you."

  6   Is that right?  I know you can't answer, but I have that

  7   question.

  8               The other is:  Exactly what are you going

  9   to do?  It's a big project, our little section of land

 10   is the third largest expenditure of money.  Is it really

 11   necessary?  Thank you.

 12               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Okay.  C.G. Lopez.

 13               MR. C.G. LOPEZ:  Ditto comments with the

 14   gentleman before me, as far as customer service that

 15   y'all provided and third parties and staff.  One of the

 16   questions I would comment, along with him, is I noticed

 17   that towards the end is when you said 69 could be

 18   gradually encompassed with the different funding

 19   structures.  So, I don't understand.  There has to be a

 20   higher goal, and, of course, funding is always an issue.

 21   Is that one of the things to look at, that you want to

 22   make 69 designated so that leaves you a better way to

 23   get more funding faster instead of the state, or what is

 24   the reason?

 25               At the end, you said that would be one --
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  1               MR. C.G. LOPEZ (cont'd):  -- thing to do,

  2   is to bring 77 to 69 standards, but little by little as

  3   funding was promoted, achieved.  And I don't know if you

  4   can answer that.  If you can't, you can put it in the

  5   newspaper later.

  6               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Well, let me try real

  7   quick.  As was mentioned, before the Interstate

  8   designation has to come from an Interstate system, and

  9   just recently Interstate 69 was designated in Robstown,

 10   Texas.  So the Interstate designations would happen as

 11   segments are completed to Interstate standards from

 12   north to south.  And, ultimately, we want to make it a

 13   connection all the way to Harlingen and below.  Does

 14   that make sense?  And I don't know if I answered your

 15   question, but it has to be done segment by segment, and

 16   can't happen until you've actually completed -- rather

 17   than do it -- do the whole thing and then say "we'd like

 18   all of this to be Interstate."

 19               Part of your question is right.  When

 20   there is an Interstate, it brings economic vitality and

 21   integrity to the area, so that's the process behind it.

 22   Did that answer your question?

 23               MR. C.G. LOPEZ:  Yes, partially.  My

 24   background is I'm a Vietnam Veteran, I worked at the

 25   Navy Base for 35 years, and I have veterans that are --
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  1               MR. C.G. LOPEZ (cont'd):  -- 18-wheeler

  2   drivers.  Every day they're driving from San Antonio to

  3   Houston, so one of the comments they said was to tell

  4   you is that the road is getting real bad from

  5   Raymondville.  It's slick.  So if you can encompass that

  6   to work it in to make that possible.  Because we're

  7   talking about a long time, we might be dead in this time

  8   frame.

  9               The other one is -- to make it short --

 10   coming off of King Street, along there, there's some bad

 11   places.  When you yield, 18-wheelers are coming down

 12   full blast and there's been three accidents already.

 13   The other road is a back gate to the base.  People just

 14   love to cross those two roads.  So if you can some way

 15   bring it in.  I talked to an engineer that was there

 16   before, and he said studies have to be done and 15

 17   people have to die before they let me put in a little

 18   barrier right there where Wal-Mart is.  They didn't put

 19   a barrier, and anybody can turn and fall into the ditch.

 20               So if the highway department could look at

 21   those situations as we progress, 25 years or whatever.

 22               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Lance Hamm.

 23               MR. LANCE HAMM:  I think that was a good

 24   comment, what the gentleman brought up earlier.  What is

 25   in it for us in Kingsville?  Small community.  And I --
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  1               MR. LANCE HAMM (cont'd):  -- think,

  2   overall, we can agree that in the long run when the

  3   project is done, it's going to be saving lives.  We're

  4   going to get these at-grade intersections fixed and

  5   we're going to save lives.

  6               I've recently talked to the city

  7   commissioner, and I've pointed out that Highway 77, as

  8   far as what I can tell from city data, that we've had 31

  9   fatalities on Highway 77 in the Kingsville city limits

 10   in the last 31 years.  I don't think that's very safe.

 11   And so my concern tonight is, although this project is

 12   going to get done in the next 10, 15, 20 years, how are

 13   we going to save lives in the short term?

 14               And my biggest concern, right now on

 15   Highway 77 in Kingsville city limits, we have

 16   intersections, like was brought up earlier, the one

 17   there at King Avenue had a motorcycle fatality this

 18   summer.  Nothing was done with it.  It's still unsafe.

 19   It's a merge lane, but you don't get the normal decision

 20   time that other normal merge lanes have.

 21               We have intersections, at-grade

 22   intersections, that have yellow flashing lights, which

 23   is great, but we also have intersections that don't have

 24   yellow flashing lights.  We have intersections that have

 25   turn lanes left and right that are marked with paint --
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  1               MR. LANCE HAMM (cont'd):  -- on the

  2   highway, but we have other intersections that don't have

  3   turn lanes.  We have intersections and decision points

  4   that have overhead illumination, but we have other

  5   decision points and at-grade intersections that don't

  6   have overhead illumination.

  7               It seems to me that if we're going to be

  8   safe on Highway 77 at one intersection, we should be

  9   consistent throughout the whole city limits and get all

 10   these standards complete throughout the whole highway

 11   and do it now, and don't wait for the completion of the

 12   project in 15 or 20 years.  Do it now.  Save lives now,

 13   before the end of the project.

 14               And then, in conclusion, I was noticing

 15   your handout there, the need for the project, and  it

 16   says "at-grade intersections compromise safety on this

 17   high-speed highway facility."  It's right there,

 18   "at-grade intersections compromise safety," and that's

 19   what we're trying to avoid is to get these overpasses.

 20   The other comment, the last part of it is "high-speed

 21   highway facility."

 22               Why, in Kingsville, are we driving at 65

 23   miles an hour in Kingsville?  65 miles per hour, that's

 24   what they have in Corpus Christi on the Crosstown

 25   Expressway where they have Interstate standards.  We --
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  1               MR. LANCE HAMM (cont'd):  -- don't have

  2   Interstate standards out here.  It's at-grade

  3   intersections with zero miles per hour right onto the

  4   highway.  It's crazy that we're going 65 miles an hour

  5   in Kingsville and have 31 fatalities in 30 years.  It

  6   just doesn't make any sense.  Thank you.

  7               MR. JOHN CASEY:  David Rosse.

  8               MR. DAVID ROSSE:  Thank you for your

  9   time.  I just want to make sure -- I visited with some

 10   of the staff on the drainage that will be coming from

 11   those fields on the west side, and there's only just a

 12   few places where it crosses underneath 77 and what

 13   that's created is those people get flooded, mainly

 14   Ricardo, on the east side of Ricardo all the way up to

 15   2120.  So I want to encourage y'all, from the south Y

 16   all the way past the creek, to try to bring -- take the

 17   water south instead of bringing it to the east.   That

 18   will alleviate a lot of flooding in the Ricardo area.

 19               Those people, they get inundated, and I've

 20   only got one little ditch.  It's kind of in a slump, and

 21   one little ditch to drain that whole area once it

 22   floods.  Do whatever you can to make sure that we can

 23   take as much water on the west side of 77 south, and all

 24   the people in Ricardo will really appreciate it.  Thank

 25   you.



Deposition of US 77 Upgrade Public Hearing �7

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Anybody else?  No.

  2   Okay.  In closing, project information may be obtained

  3   at the TxDOT's web site or by calling the project

  4   hotline at 1-800-945-2156, and I'll repeat that,

  5   1-800-945-2156.  Both of these references are noted in

  6   the meeting handouts.  We'd like to remind that you can

  7   submit your comments tonight by placing your completed

  8   comment sheet in the comment box.  If you want to take a

  9   comment sheet home and fill it out, please mail it to

 10   the address on the form.

 11               Again, all written comments must be

 12   postmarked no later than February 21st, 2012 to be

 13   included in the official public hearing report.  After

 14   finishing the five public hearings, an official public

 15   hearing report will be prepared that includes the

 16   verbatim transcript.  Responses to address substantive

 17   project-related comments received during the comment

 18   period will also be included in the public hearing

 19   report.  This report will be available for review once

 20   the FHWA has issued their findings for the project.

 21               Notices will be published in the area

 22   papers when the report is completed.  The report will be

 23   available at TxDOT district and area offices and posted

 24   on TxDOT's web site for review.  Thank you for taking

 25   your time tonight to participate in this public --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- hearing.  The

  2   public hearing for upgrading US 77 from US 83 in

  3   Harlingen to I-37 in Corpus Christi is adjourned.

  4   Please drive safely, and have a great evening.  Thank

  5   you all.

  6               (Hearing concluded at 6:28 p.m.)
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  1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

  2               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Good evening, ladies and

  3   gentlemen.  Let's go ahead and get started.  I'm pleased

  4   to welcome you to the US 77 Public Hearing on behalf of

  5   the Texas Department of Transportation and the Federal

  6   Highway Administration.  Before I begin I'd like to ask

  7   if anyone here would like to use our translation

  8   services.  If so, please raise your hand and we'll

  9   provide you with a headset.

 10               (Above request translated into Spanish.)

 11               My name is John Casey, and I've met you

 12   and look forward to this evening with you.  I'm the

 13   District Engineer for the Corpus Christi District and

 14   serving as the Hearing Officer for this evening.  With

 15   me this evening is Nelda Eureste and John Mack of Jacobs

 16   Engineering, the Project Manager for the US 77 Upgrade

 17   Project.

 18               I'd like to take a moment to recognize

 19   those public officials that are here with us this

 20   evening.  Yolanda Cruz, Bishop I.S.D., thank you for

 21   being here.  City of Driscoll, Commissioner Mark

 22   Gonzalez.  Emergency Services District Commissioner,

 23   Donny McNair.  Thank you for being here, Donny.

 24   Driscoll I.S.D. Trustees Joel Diaz and Dawn Cavanaugh.

 25   Thank you both for being here.  Jaime Powell --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- representing

  2   State Representative Connie Scott, a good friend of

  3   mine.  And our thanks to Driscoll I.S.D. for hosting us

  4   tonight.

  5               The purpose of this public hearing is to

  6   explain the plans for the proposed design and

  7   construction to upgrade US 77 to a controlled access

  8   facility from US Highway 83 to Interstate 37, to provide

  9   an overview of the right-of-way process, and to receive

 10   public testimony on this proposed project.  This public

 11   hearing is being held in compliance with Title 23 of the

 12   United States Code, Section 128, and 23 Code of Federal

 13   Regulations, Part 771.

 14               Tonight's proceedings are being held to

 15   provide an opportunity to interested citizens to make

 16   public comment on the proposed project, its location,

 17   and major design features, to provide a public forum for

 18   presenting views on major design features including the

 19   social, economic, environmental, and other potential

 20   effects.

 21               An Environmental Assessment has been

 22   prepared by TxDOT on behalf of the Federal Highway

 23   Administration to fulfill the requirements set forth in

 24   the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, a law

 25   known as NEPA.  This document complies with all --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- applicable

  2   federal and state regulations.  The Environmental

  3   Assessment documents the state's analysis of the

  4   transportation need and purpose, development of

  5   transportation options, effects to the economic, social,

  6   and natural environment, its consistency with the area

  7   goals and objectives, mitigation measures, and public

  8   and agency involvement activities.

  9               In late December 2011, copies of the

 10   Environmental Assessment, known as the EA, were made

 11   available for public review and comment and will remain

 12   available until the close of the comment period.  If you

 13   would like a listing of the specific locations where the

 14   EA is available, that information can be found at the

 15   sign-in table back in back.

 16               A stenographer is taking notes of

 17   tonight's proceedings.  This transcript, along with all

 18   comments received, will become a part of the official

 19   record for the project.  The comments received tonight,

 20   and during the public comment period, will be evaluated

 21   and considered in making final project decisions.

 22   Before we begin the technical presentation, I'd like to

 23   review the procedures for tonight's public hearing.

 24               Under the guidelines of NEPA, during a

 25   formal public hearing we can report the findings of --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- the

  2   Environmental Assessment and listen to your comments.

  3   This public hearing is part of the open comment period

  4   which ends February 21st, 2012.  During the comment

  5   period, we can receive comments but cannot respond to

  6   comments or take questions during tonight's technical

  7   presentation and public testimony.

  8               Following the technical presentation we

  9   will be taking public testimony.  You can also provide

 10   written comments.  Following the comment period, a

 11   hearing report will be published and responses to

 12   substantive project-related comments will be provided.

 13   Everyone should have received a meeting packet when you

 14   signed in this evening.  This packet will be helpful as

 15   we go through tonight's program.  If you do not have a

 16   packet, please raise your hand and we'll bring one to

 17   you.  The packet includes an agenda, project map,

 18   speaker card, comment sheet, and glossary of technical

 19   terms.

 20               If you would like to provide public

 21   testimony after the technical presentation, please fill

 22   out the speaker card in your meeting packet and return

 23   it to the sign-in table.  If you prefer to provide

 24   written comments, you can fill out the comment sheet

 25   included in the packet and place it in the comment --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- box or mail

  2   it in.  Everyone's comments are welcomed, encouraged,

  3   and will be taken into consideration when final project

  4   decisions are made.  John Mack of Jacobs Engineering,

  5   the Project Manager, will now describe the need and

  6   purpose of the proposed project, the transportation

  7   options considered for the proposed project, the options

  8   advanced for detailed study, and the potential

  9   environmental impacts.  John.

 10               MR. JOHN MACK:  Good evening.  My name is

 11   John Mack.  I am the Project Manager for the project.

 12   I'm going to review the proposed project in detail and

 13   discuss recommended improvements.  I will also discuss

 14   any right-of-way needs and changes in access.  And I

 15   will note the options we considered in different areas

 16   as well as certain environmental features, particularly

 17   those that effect the recommendations.

 18               We are having five public hearings in

 19   various communities for the US 77 Project.  At each

 20   hearing we will be presenting the same information and

 21   addressing each section of roadway.  I encourage you to

 22   refer to the project map provided in your meeting packet

 23   as I walk through this project section by section.

 24               The project area extends from US 83 in

 25   Harlingen to I-37 in Corpus Christi.  In defining the --



Deposition of US 77 Upgrade Public Hearing �

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- needs for this

  2   transportation project, initial citizen comments were

  3   considered along with other project-related

  4   information.  Within the project area there are

  5   transportation problems that support the following need

  6   statements for major transportation improvements to US

  7   77.

  8               At-grade intersections compromise safety

  9   on this high-speed highway facility.  At-grade

 10   intersections within the project limits experience

 11   higher accident rates.  Projected increases in traffic

 12   on US 77 will increase the potential for incidents

 13   associated with the numerous at-grade intersections.

 14   System continuity does not meet driver expectations.

 15   One example of this is driving on an Interstate, then

 16   coming to a section of a road with a stoplight.

 17               The purpose of the proposed project is to

 18   improve safety by separating through-traffic from cross-

 19   traffic at major intersections and ranch gates.  Safety

 20   improvements would continue through the use of frontage

 21   roads that separate through-traffic from local traffic

 22   using side streets.  Mobility would be improved as

 23   through-traffic would not need to stop or slow down for

 24   cars entering or exiting the highway at these

 25   intersections.
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- In the

  2   development of the Environmental Assessment, we looked

  3   at three transportation options for addressing the need

  4   and purpose of the project which include a

  5   Transportation System Management, Transportation Demand

  6   Management, and the Build Option.  We also considered a

  7   no build option.  The Transportation System Management

  8   and Transportation Demand Management options are

  9   transportation improvements that are more appropriately

 10   applied within an urban or metropolitan environment.  As

 11   a result, they would not meet the need and purpose of

 12   the project and were dropped from further

 13   consideration.

 14               The build option is to upgrade US 77 from

 15   US 83 to I-37 so that it functions like an Interstate

 16   highway.  It will include two relief routes at Driscoll

 17   and Riviera.  The new highway will be similar to I-37 in

 18   Corpus Christi or US 83 in Harlingen.  There would be

 19   medians, overpasses, on-ramps and off-ramps, and in some

 20   cases, one-way frontage roads.  Cars and trucks would

 21   only be able to enter and exit the facility via these on

 22   and off-ramps.  The build option would meet the need and

 23   purpose of the project and was advanced for further

 24   study in the Environmental Assessment.

 25               In the development of the Build Option, --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- our focus was

  2   to use as much of the existing right-of-way as

  3   possible.  Of the 88 miles of proposed construction, 56

  4   miles of improvements are within existing right-of-way.

  5   There are approximately 23 and a half miles where we

  6   would need to acquire right-of-way adjacent to existing

  7   US 77.  Finally, eight and a half miles of new right-of-

  8   way will be required for the two relief routes which I

  9   will discuss later.  The total estimated cost of the

 10   Build Option is $1.06 billion, which accounts for

 11   inflation over the next 25 years to complete

 12   construction and is subject to available funding.

 13               I will now describe the proposed

 14   improvements to US 77.  I will begin in the south at US

 15   83 and proceed north to I-37.  The project has been

 16   divided into 27 sections.  Eight sections are currently

 17   at or will soon be at Interstate standards once

 18   construction activities are complete.  19 sections will

 19   require construction to meet Interstate standards and

 20   were evaluated in the Environmental Assessment.  Because

 21   the US 77 Project is part of an ongoing program to

 22   upgrade US 77 to Interstate standards, I will briefly

 23   describe all 27 sections and provide details for

 24   sections that are evaluated in the Environmental

 25   Assessment.



Deposition of US 77 Upgrade Public Hearing 11

AK-RET DepoTexas

  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- Sections A, B,

  2   C, D, E, F, and G extend from the interchange at US 83

  3   in Harlingen to the Business 77 merge north of

  4   Raymondville, a distance of 25 miles.  Section A and D

  5   are at Interstate standards and no additional work is

  6   planned in these sections.  Sections E and F are under

  7   construction and were advanced under separate

  8   environmental documents.  These four sections are being

  9   included for informational purposes because they are

 10   part of the US 77 Program.

 11               With regard to sections B and C which are

 12   addressed in the environmental study, there would be

 13   reconstruction of the on and off-ramps to fully meet

 14   Interstate standards, as well as conversion of existing

 15   two-way frontage roads to one-way frontage roads to

 16   improve safety.

 17               Section H extends from Business 77 merge

 18   to the Willacy/Kenedy county line, a distance of 5.8

 19   miles.  Within this section the mainlanes for the

 20   controlled access facility would be constructed.

 21   Overpasses for the mainlanes would be included at

 22   Yturria County Road and Thomas Ranch Road.  No

 23   additional right-of-way is required in this section.

 24               Section I extends from the Willacy/Kenedy

 25   county lines to Norias Road, a distance of 13 miles.
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Construction in

  2   this section would include mainlanes and overpasses.

  3   Overpasses for mainlanes would be included for El

  4   Devisadero/Santa Breta Road, Diamond Ranch/H. Yturria

  5   Road, Crystal Gate/Rudolph Tower Road, and Norias

  6   Road/Stillman Gate Road.  There will also be six partial

  7   interchanges located at intermediate ranch gates.  No

  8   additional right-of-way is required in this section.

  9               Section J begins at Norias Road and

 10   extends 9.6 miles to the Time/Armstrong Ranch Gate and

 11   would include construction of mainlanes and overpasses.

 12   Overpasses for the mainlanes would include Butler Gate,

 13   Tullidos Gate/Armstrong Ranch Road, Time Gate/Armstrong

 14   Ranch.  There will also be two partial interchanges

 15   located at intermediate ranch gates.  No additional

 16   right-of-way is required in this section.

 17               Section K extends from 9.6 miles north of

 18   Norias Road to eight miles south of La Parra Avenue, a

 19   distance of 12.7 miles.  Construction in this section

 20   would include mainlanes and overpasses.  Overpasses for

 21   mainlanes would include South Zorillo Gate, Turcotte

 22   East and West Gate, Guajulote Gate, and Mifflin Gate.

 23   There will also be four partial interchanges located at

 24   intermediate ranch gates.  No additional right-of-way is

 25   required in this section.
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Section L extends

  2   from eight miles south of La Parra Avenue to

  3   Kenedy/Kleberg county line, a distance of 11.7 miles.

  4   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

  5   overpasses.  Overpasses for the mainlanes would include

  6   El Paistle Gate, La Parra Ranch Road, and Armstrong

  7   Avenue.  There will also be five partial interchanges

  8   located at intermediate ranch gates.  No additional

  9   right-of-way is required in this section.

 10               Section M includes the construction of an

 11   overpass at La Parra Avenue in Sarita, Texas.  This

 12   section is being advanced under a separate environmental

 13   document and is being included tonight for informational

 14   purposes because it is part of the US 77 Program.

 15               Section N and O are the relief routes

 16   proposed for the community of Riviera.  I would like to

 17   note that the existing US 77 route through Riviera would

 18   remain unchanged including the connectivity to State

 19   Highway 285.  The proposed relief route is east of

 20   Riviera and extends from the Kleberg/Kenedy county line

 21   at Los Olmos Creek to one and a half miles north of

 22   State Highway 285/County Road 2280, a distance of three

 23   miles total.  Interchanges would be provided at existing

 24   US 77 south of Riviera, FM 771, County Road 2290,

 25   existing US 77 north of Riviera, and County Road 2280.
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Direct access to

  2   Riviera for both north and southbound travelers has been

  3   provided through direct connections.  The right-of-way

  4   for the proposed relief route would be approximately 400

  5   feet in width, approximately three miles long, and would

  6   require approximately 127 acres of right-of-way.

  7               Section P extends from one and a half

  8   miles north of State Highway 285 at County Road 2280 to

  9   County Road 2130, a distance of 8.6 miles.  Construction

 10   in this section would include mainlanes, frontage roads,

 11   and interchanges at Ranch-to-Market 628, FM 772, and FM

 12   1118/County Road 2160 in Ricardo.  This section would

 13   require the acquisition of approximately 35 feet of

 14   additional right-of-way on the east side of US 77.

 15   The existing truck weigh station south of Riviera will

 16   be relocated to north of RM 628 on the east of US 77.

 17   Additional right-of-way would be required for the new

 18   weigh station.

 19               Section Q extends from County Road 2130 to

 20   FM 1356 on the south end of Kingsville, a distance of

 21   3.4 miles.  Construction in this section would include

 22   mainlanes, frontage roads, and interchanges at County

 23   Road 2120 and FM 1717.  This section will require the

 24   acquisition of right-of-way on both sides of US 77.  The

 25   amount of right-of-way required varies considerably --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- from 35 feet

  2   to 200 feet, depending on the specific location.

  3               Sections R, S, and T extend from FM

  4   1356/East General Cavazos Boulevard to FM 1898/East

  5   Corral Avenue in Kingsville, a distance of two and a

  6   half miles.  One and a half miles of roadway in this

  7   area are already at Interstate standards and eight-

  8   tenths of a mile are scheduled for construction in 2012.

  9   These sections were advanced under separate

 10   environmental documents and are being included for

 11   informational purposes because they are part of the US

 12   77 Program.  No additional right-of-way is required in

 13   this section -- these sections.

 14               Section U extends from FM 1898 to the

 15   Kleberg/Nueces county line, a distance of 3.3 miles.

 16   Construction in this section would include mainlanes and

 17   an interchange at East Sage Road.  No additional right-

 18   of-way is required in this section.

 19               Section V extends from the Kleberg/Nueces

 20   county line to FM 70, a distance of two and a half

 21   miles.  Construction in this section would include

 22   mainlanes between existing frontage roads and

 23   interchanges at County Road 4, East Sixth Street, and

 24   East Fourth Street.  No additional right-of-way is

 25   required in this section.
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Section W extends

  2   from FM 70 to County Road 16, a distance of 4.0 miles.

  3   Construction in this section would include mainlanes,

  4   frontage roads, and interchanges at County Road 10 and

  5   County Road 12/FM 3354.  This section will require the

  6   acquisition of approximately 200 additional feet of

  7   right-of-way on the east side of US 77.

  8               Section X includes the proposed relief

  9   route for the city of Driscoll.  I would like to note

 10   that existing US 77 through Driscoll would remain

 11   unchanged.  The proposed relief route is east of

 12   Driscoll and extends from County Road 16 to south of

 13   County Road 28, a distance of 4.1 miles.  Interchanges

 14   will be provided at existing US 77 south of Driscoll, FM

 15   665, and existing US 77 north of Driscoll.

 16               Direct access to Driscoll for both

 17   northbound and southbound travelers has been provided

 18   through direct connections.  The right-of-way for the

 19   proposed relief route will be approximately 400 foot in

 20   width, approximately 4.1 miles in length, and will

 21   require approximately 145 acres of right-of-way.

 22               Section Y extends from south of County

 23   Road 28 to FM 892, a distance of six and a half miles.

 24   Construction in this section would include mainlanes,

 25   frontage roads, and interchanges at FM 2826 and --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- County Road

  2   36.  This section would require the acquisition of

  3   approximately 200 additional feet of right-of-way on the

  4   east side of US 77.

  5               Section Z extends from FM 892 to State

  6   Highway 44/Industrial Boulevard, a distance of

  7   approximately one mile.  Mainlanes are scheduled to

  8   begin construction in 2012.  Right-of-way acquisition

  9   for this section is underway.  This section was cleared

 10   under previous environmental document and is being

 11   included tonight for informational purposes because it

 12   is part of the US 77 Program.

 13               Section AA extends from State Highway 44

 14   to I-37, a distance of 6.2 miles.  This section is at

 15   Interstate standards and was recently designated as

 16   Interstate 69.

 17               The potential impacts for projects in each

 18   of these sections are detailed in the Environmental

 19   Assessment.  The relief routes in Driscoll and Riviera

 20   are being proposed on a new location and I would like to

 21   specifically discuss these areas.  For those two relief

 22   routes, various options were looked at to address the

 23   need and purpose of the project in these locations.

 24   The options considered were expanding the existing US 77

 25   through the communities at-grade, constructing an --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- elevated

  2   highway through the communities, a new highway to the

  3   east, and a new highway to the west.

  4               Widening existing US 77 or constructing an

  5   elevated highway through these communities would have

  6   negative social, economic, and environmental effects

  7   because most of the businesses adjacent to the existing

  8   highway would have to be relocated.  Routes to the west

  9   were studied.  Because of the Union Pacific Railroad

 10   Line adjacent to US 77 in both Driscoll and Riviera, a

 11   western route would require the construction of four

 12   large bridges at two different locations.  These bridges

 13   would have steep skew angles.

 14               Routes to the east were also studied in

 15   both Riviera and Driscoll.  These routes resulted in

 16   fewer displacements and fewer environmental impacts.

 17   Thus, the decision was made to recommend the eastern

 18   routes for further study in the Environmental

 19   Assessment.  In addition, a biological survey was

 20   conducted for the project to assess the potential for

 21   effects to threatened and endangered plant and/or animal

 22   species.  The following endangered plants or animals

 23   were found in the project area and conservation measures

 24   for these species will be incorporated in the design of

 25   the facility.
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  Slender Rush-Pea

  2   and South Texas Ambrosia plant populations have been

  3   located in northern Kleberg County and southern Nueces

  4   County.  The project has been designed to avoid these

  5   populations.  In fact, the location of the Sage Road

  6   Interchange was moved to specifically avoid these

  7   species.  During construction, no staging or other

  8   activities will be allowed in these areas.  Construction

  9   fencing will be erected around the endangered plants to

 10   avoid inadvertent impacts.

 11               Ocelot and jaguarundi populations have

 12   been noted in the project area.  Federal Highway

 13   Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

 14   are currently conducting a consultation under Section 7

 15   of the Endangered Species Act.  This consultation would

 16   result in conservation measures being incorporated into

 17   the project to avoid and minimize potential impacts to

 18   the ocelot and jaguarundi.

 19               Project implementation.  TxDOT has

 20   prepared a US 77 Program Development Plan in

 21   coordination with Federal Highway Administration.  The

 22   US 77 Program consists of all upgrades to Interstate

 23   standards projects that remain to be constructed.  These

 24   projects include the construction sections that were

 25   evaluated in the EA, and projects that are approved --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- for or are

  2   under construction.  This Program Development Plan

  3   outlines how TxDOT anticipates funding and phasing in

  4   the remaining construction sections of the US 77 Program

  5   over the next 25 years.

  6               The cost estimate to complete the US 77

  7   Program is approximately $1.14 billion.  This number

  8   includes $1.06 billion worth of highway upgrades

  9   evaluated in the EA, as well as those projects that were

 10   previously evaluated in separate environmental

 11   documents.  The program cost estimate is based on a

 12   25-year development time frame and includes inflation

 13   considerations.

 14               According to the Program Development Plan,

 15   TxDOT anticipates that state and federal funding would

 16   be available to build the remaining construction

 17   sections.  This assumption is based on a review of the

 18   historic funding trends for US 77.  For example, since

 19   1985, approximately $582 million of federal and state

 20   funding has been spent to upgrade US 77 in South Texas.

 21   This equates to nearly $30 million per year.

 22   Essentially, TxDOT would need $38 million per year to

 23   fully fund completion of the US 77 Program over the next

 24   25 years.

 25               The program development plan presents --
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  1               MR. JOHN MACK (cont'd):  -- the proposed

  2   construction phasing to complete the US 77 Program.  The

  3   map handout provided in your meeting packet specifically

  4   identifies each US 77 construction section and the

  5   proposed date for which that section would be

  6   constructed, subject to available funding.  The table on

  7   the back of that handout provides additional details

  8   such as section limits, description of work, and

  9   estimated costs for each section.  It is important to

 10   understand that these dates are estimates based on

 11   anticipated funding.  Actual funding is determined by

 12   the U.S. Congress and the Texas Legislature, and the

 13   actual funding would eventually determine the date when

 14   the entire project is completed.

 15               The Program Development Plan will be

 16   regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect changes based upon

 17   actual funding and the progress made on the project.  I

 18   would now like to introduce to you Nelda Eureste who is

 19   the Right-Of-Way Specialist for TxDOT.  Nelda will

 20   review the Right-Of-Way Relocation Assistance Program.

 21               MS. NELDA EURESTE:  Good Evening.  My name

 22   is Nelda Eureste and I'm the Regional Right-Of-Way

 23   Manager for TxDOT.  All property necessary for this

 24   project will be acquired in accordance with the policies

 25   and procedures established by the Federal Highway --
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  1               MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  --

  2   Administration and the Texas Department of

  3   Transportation's Relocation Program.  A more detailed

  4   statement of these policies and procedures appear in the

  5   State Purchase of Right-Of-Way and Relocation Assistance

  6   pamphlets available at this hearing.  You may obtain a

  7   copy of this pamphlet and discuss right-of-way issues

  8   with a right-of-way specialist in the open house area.

  9               I will first review the right-of-way

 10   acquisition process and then discuss the relocation

 11   benefits that are available to property owners.  The

 12   state will conduct and prepare cost estimates for the

 13   project, then we enter into agreements with the local

 14   governments to contribute their share of the funds

 15   needed for the right-of-way project.  After we receive

 16   the funds from the local governments, they are sent,

 17   along with the agreements and environmental clearance,

 18   to Right-Of-Way Division in Austin requesting a release

 19   to start the right-of-way process.

 20               We will contract with an independent local

 21   title company to research property needed and provide

 22   closing services along with necessary title insurance.

 23   The state needs to acquire clear title to the property,

 24   except for the mineral rights that are retained with the

 25   seller.  When we receive a release from Austin, we --
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  1               MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- will

  2   employ a State-Certified Approved Appraiser to appraise

  3   the property needed.  You will be contacted in writing

  4   by our office and contacted by an appraiser before the

  5   initial inspection.

  6               The appraiser will make an appointment to

  7   meet with you on the property.  It's a good idea to meet

  8   the appraiser so that you can explain and show them all

  9   the improvements on the property.  The appraisal will be

 10   reviewed by the TxDOT Region Review Appraisers and

 11   ultimately approved as to the value of the property and

 12   improvements.  Once this is complete, the appraisal is

 13   ready for negotiations with the property owner.

 14               There are federal and state laws that

 15   protect the property owners and require that they

 16   receive fair market value for their property.  There are

 17   many steps that we must follow to ensure the property

 18   owner's rights.  After the appraised value is reviewed

 19   and approved, a state negotiator from the regional

 20   office will contact you to let you know that the

 21   appraisal is complete, and that they will be sending you

 22   a written offer letter, along with appraisal and other

 23   information, by certified mail.  The negotiator will

 24   contact you and make sure you understand the appraisal

 25   offer and make an appointment at your convenience to --
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  1               MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- go over

  2   the offer and appraisal and answer any questions you may

  3   have about the finding of value and how the project will

  4   affect your property.  You will have ample time to go

  5   over the offer and appraisal.

  6               If you disagree with the appraised value,

  7   a written counter offer may be submitted within 30 days

  8   of the written offer.  It should have a specific dollar

  9   amount you would accept, along with supporting

 10   information and a counter offer as to why the property

 11   value should be increased.  The counter offer will be

 12   reviewed by TxDOT under the Administrative Settlement

 13   Process, and the property owner will be notified of the

 14   decision.  Only one counter offer can be made.  If you

 15   accept the final offer, a deed will be prepared for your

 16   execution, and we can close on the property in about a

 17   month after the funds are requested.

 18               If an agreement cannot be reached

 19   regarding the value of the property needed by the state

 20   or there are title problems that cannot be resolved, the

 21   property owner has the right to go through the Eminent

 22   Domain procedure to contest the value established by the

 23   state's appraiser or to clear title.  Three

 24   disinterested landowners appointed by the court will

 25   listen to both sides and reach a determination of --
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  1               MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- value to

  2   be deposited in the registry of the court.  After the

  3   award is deposited with the court, the state has the

  4   right of possession to the property.  If one or both

  5   sides are not satisfied with the decision, it can be

  6   appealed.

  7               Land owners may be eligible for certain

  8   benefits through relocation program.  These could

  9   include moving personal property and also for payment of

 10   cost incurred in transferring the property to the state.

 11   In some instances where homeowners or tenants are

 12   displaced by the acquisition, there may be a supplement

 13   that a relocation agent will discuss with you.  There

 14   are also special relocation benefits provided for

 15   businesses that may be displaced by the project.

 16               Before a person or organization is

 17   required to move, they will be given adequate time to

 18   find other housing or business accommodations.  Each of

 19   those affected will be given written notice and a date

 20   to vacate property.  Owners will be given at least 90

 21   days written notice of the date by which they must move.

 22   Property owners eligible for relocation benefits should

 23   not move until they are contacted by a relocation

 24   agent.

 25               As I mentioned, there are booklets for --
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  1               MS. NELDA EURESTE (cont'd):  -- the

  2   property owners entitled State Purchase of Right-Of-Way

  3   and Relocation Assistance at the table right at the

  4   back.  If we run out, please leave your name and address

  5   and we'll make sure that you get them.  Thank you for

  6   your time.

  7               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Thank you, John and

  8   Nelda.  As was mentioned earlier, section AA has been

  9   designated as I-69, and at this point I'd like to

 10   briefly discuss the Interstate designation process for

 11   the remaining portions of US 77 in South Texas.

 12               As the US 77 Program Development Plan

 13   indicates, completion of the US 77 Program would take

 14   place over an approximate 25-year period, again, subject

 15   to the availability of funding.  TxDOT anticipates that

 16   as sections of US 77 begin to experience higher traffic

 17   volumes, interim safety improvements would be

 18   implemented.  These improvements could take the form of

 19   closing or relocating crossovers and adding or removing

 20   turn bays.

 21               Federal law allows TxDOT to request that

 22   the remaining portions of US 77 between Robstown and

 23   Harlingen be designated as I-69 once certain conditions

 24   have been met.  For instance, once a section of the

 25   highway meets Interstate standards and connects to an --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- existing

  2   Interstate, TxDOT can request FHWA approval to designate

  3   that section of highway as I-69.  Under current law,

  4   that process would continue north to south.

  5               As an interim step to fulfilling TxDOT's

  6   commitment to complete I-69 in South Texas, after

  7   completing certain safety and access improvements in

  8   Kenedy and northern Willacy counties and having a direct

  9   connection to the Interstate, TxDOT can request FHWA to

 10   designate those portions of the existing US 77 in South

 11   Texas as I-69, prior to these sections being upgraded to

 12   Interstate standards.  Because these sections will not

 13   be at Interstate standards, it would be necessary for

 14   TxDOT to request a design exception.  The decision to

 15   approve such a request will be at the discretion of FHWA

 16   and based on complying with federal laws.

 17               All right, Pat, was that the most exciting

 18   public process you've ever heard?

 19               MR. PAT LISTON:  Actually, I've been to

 20   some more exciting ones.

 21               MR. JOHN CASEY:  Well, good news.  Now

 22   that you've heard a description of the proposed project

 23   and the TxDOT Right-Of-Way process, we'll begin the

 24   public testimony portion of this evening's hearing.  If

 25   you've registered to make a public comment you will --
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  -- have your

  2   opportunity shortly.  Just a reminder, because of the

  3   guidelines for the comment period, we will not be able

  4   to respond to comments or questions during the public

  5   testimony portion of this meeting.

  6               When your name is called, please move to

  7   the front of the room and be ready to speak.  Please

  8   limit your comments to three minutes.  To assist you

  9   with this, the meeting facilitator will hold a green

 10   card during the first two minutes of your testimony,

 11   followed by a yellow card, and when you have one minute

 12   remaining, then a red card when the three minutes are

 13   over.

 14               If you run out of time for your comment

 15   you are encouraged to wrap up, and to provide additional

 16   comments in writing on the comment sheet provided in

 17   your packet.  If you wish to participate in public

 18   testimony and have not yet filled out a speaker card,

 19   please see the staff at the sign-in table.

 20               Are there any public officials here who

 21   would like to provide public comment tonight?  No.

 22   Okay.  Are there any public comments that have been

 23   requested?  Does anybody want to say anything this

 24   evening?  All right.  Well, I guess that means you want

 25   to go home.  Thank you for everything.
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  In closing,

  2   project information may be obtained at the TxDOT web

  3   site or by calling the project hotline at 1-800-945-

  4   2156, and I'll repeat that, 1-800-945-2156.  Both of

  5   these references are noted in the meeting handouts.

  6   We'd like to remind you that you can submit your

  7   comments tonight by placing your completed comment sheet

  8   in the comment box.  If you want to take a comment sheet

  9   home and fill it out, please mail it to the address on

 10   the form.  Again, all written comments must be

 11   postmarked no later than February 21st, 2012, to be

 12   included in the official public hearing report.

 13               After finishing the five public hearings,

 14   an official hearing report will be prepared that

 15   includes the verbatim transcript.  Responses to address

 16   substantive project-related comments received during the

 17   comment period will also be included in the public

 18   hearing report.  This report will be available for

 19   review once the FHWA has issued their finding for the

 20   proposed project.

 21               Notices will be published in area papers

 22   when the report is complete.  The report will be

 23   available at the TxDOT District and Area Offices and

 24   posted on TxDOT's web site for review.  Thank you all

 25   for taking the time out of your schedules tonight.
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  1               MR. JOHN CASEY (cont'd):  The public

  2   hearing for upgrading US 77 from US 83 in Harlingen to

  3   I-37 in Corpus Christi is adjourned.  Please drive safe

  4   and have a great evening.

  5               (Hearing concluded at 6:15 p.m.)
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AGENDA

US 77 Highway Upgrade 
Public Hearing 

February 2, 2012 

Raymondville, Texas  
L.E. Franks Tourist Center 

501 S. 7th Street 

OPEN HOUSE   4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
PRESENTATION   5:30 PM 

I. Welcome and Introductions
Mario Jorge, P.E. – Pharr District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

II. Technical Presentation  
John Mack, P.E. 
Jacobs Engineering

III. Right-of-Way Process 
Bob Clark 
Texas Department of Transportation

IV. Public Testimony 

V. Conclusion and Thank You
Mario Jorge, P.E. – Pharr District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE OPEN HOUSE AND FOLLOWING THE 
CONCLUSION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 

The meeting and your comments will be recorded and transcribed. If you wish to speak during 
Public Testimony, then please fill out one of the green speaker cards so that the court reporter can 
have an accurate spelling of your name. 

Forms for your written comments are available at the Registration Table. You can complete a form 
this evening and leave it in the marked box on the table, or take home, complete and mail to US 77 
Highway Upgrade, P. O. Box 3706, Corpus Christi, Texas 78463-3706. To be included in the official 
project record, written comments must be postmarked no later than  February 21 2012.  

For additional information about this project visit  

www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/corpus_christi/ 

If you have any questions, you may call 1-800-945-2156 

Thank You



AGENDA

US 77 Highway Upgrade 
Public Hearing 

February 6, 2012 

Sarita, Texas
Sarita ISD (Elementary Cafeteria) 

150 E. La Parra Avenue 

OPEN HOUSE   4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
PRESENTATION   5:30 PM 

I. Welcome and Introductions
Mario Jorge, P.E. – Pharr District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

II. Technical Presentation
John Mack, P.E. 
Jacobs Engineering

III. Right-of-Way Process 
Bob Clark 
Texas Department of Transportation

IV. Public Testimony 

V. Conclusion and Thank You
Mario Jorge, P.E. – Pharr District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE OPEN HOUSE AND FOLLOWING THE 
CONCLUSION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 

The meeting and your comments will be recorded and transcribed. If you wish to speak during 
Public Testimony, then please fill out one of the green speaker cards so that the court reporter can 
have an accurate spelling of your name. 

Forms for your written comments are available at the Registration Table. You can complete a form 
this evening and leave it in the marked box on the table, or take home, complete and mail to US 77 
Highway Upgrade, P. O. Box 3706, Corpus Christi, Texas 78463-3706. To be included in the official 
project record, written comments must be postmarked no later than  February 21 2012.  

For additional information about this project visit  

www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/corpus_christi/ 

If you have any questions, you may call 1-800-945-2156 

Thank You



AGENDA

US 77 Highway Upgrade 
Public Hearing 

February 7, 2012 

Riviera, Texas  
Riviera ISD (Cafeteria) 

203 Seahawk Drive 

OPEN HOUSE   4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
PRESENTATION   5:30 PM 

I. Welcome and Introductions
John Casey, P.E. – Corpus Christi District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

II. Technical Presentation
John Mack, P.E. 
Jacobs Engineering

III. Right-of-Way Process 
Nelda Eureste 
Texas Department of Transportation

IV. Public Testimony 

V. Conclusion and Thank You
John Casey, P.E. – Corpus Christi District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE OPEN HOUSE AND FOLLOWING THE 
CONCLUSION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 

The meeting and your comments will be recorded and transcribed. If you wish to speak during 
Public Testimony, then please fill out one of the green speaker cards so that the court reporter can 
have an accurate spelling of your name. 

Forms for your written comments are available at the Registration Table. You can complete a form 
this evening and leave it in the marked box on the table, or take home, complete and mail to US 77 
Highway Upgrade, P. O. Box 3706, Corpus Christi, Texas 78463-3706. To be included in the official 
project record, written comments must be postmarked no later than  February 21 2012.  

For additional information about this project visit  

www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/corpus_christi/ 

If you have any questions, you may call 1-800-945-2156 

Thank You



AGENDA

US 77 Highway Upgrade 
Public Hearing 

February 8, 2012 

Kingsville, Texas
Holiday Inn Express 

2400 South Highway 77 

OPEN HOUSE   4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
PRESENTATION   5:30 PM 

I. Welcome and Introductions
John Casey, P.E. – Corpus Christi District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

II. Technical Presentation
John Mack, P.E. 
Jacobs Engineering

III. Right-of-Way Process 
Nelda Eureste 
Texas Department of Transportation

IV. Public Testimony 

V. Conclusion and Thank You
John Casey, P.E. – Corpus Christi District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE OPEN HOUSE AND FOLLOWING THE 
CONCLUSION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 

The meeting and your comments will be recorded and transcribed. If you wish to speak during 
Public Testimony, then please fill out one of the green speaker cards so that the court reporter can 
have an accurate spelling of your name. 

Forms for your written comments are available at the Registration Table. You can complete a form 
this evening and leave it in the marked box on the table, or take home, complete and mail to US 77 
Highway Upgrade, P. O. Box 3706, Corpus Christi, Texas 78463-3706. To be included in the official 
project record, written comments must be postmarked no later than  February 21 2012.  

For additional information about this project visit  

www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/corpus_christi/ 

If you have any questions, you may call 1-800-945-2156 

Thank You



AGENDA

US 77 Highway Upgrade 
Public Hearing 

February 9, 2012 

Driscoll, Texas
Driscoll ISD (Elementary Cafetorium) 

410 W. Avenue D 

OPEN HOUSE   4:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
PRESENTATION   5:30 PM 

I. Welcome and Introductions
John Casey, P.E. – Corpus Christi District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

II. Technical Presentation
John Mack, P.E. 
Jacobs Engineering

III. Right-of-Way Process 
Nelda Eureste 
Texas Department of Transportation

IV. Public Testimony 

V. Conclusion and Thank You
John Casey, P.E. – Corpus Christi District Engineer 
Texas Department of Transportation

STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE OPEN HOUSE AND FOLLOWING THE 
CONCLUSION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 

The meeting and your comments will be recorded and transcribed. If you wish to speak during 
Public Testimony, then please fill out one of the green speaker cards so that the court reporter can 
have an accurate spelling of your name. 

Forms for your written comments are available at the Registration Table. You can complete a form 
this evening and leave it in the marked box on the table, or take home, complete and mail to US 77 
Highway Upgrade, P. O. Box 3706, Corpus Christi, Texas 78463-3706. To be included in the official 
project record, written comments must be postmarked no later than  February 21 2012.  

For additional information about this project visit  

www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/corpus_christi/ 

If you have any questions, you may call 1-800-945-2156 

Thank You



GOALS FOR TONIGHTGOALS FOR TONIGHT’’S HEARINGS HEARING

The public hearings are held: 
• to provide an opportunity to interested citizens to make public comment on the proposed  project, 

its location, and major design features; and
• to provide a public forum for presenting views on major design features, including the social, 

economic, environmental, and other potential effects.

The purpose of this public hearing is:
• to explain the plans for the proposed design and construction of the US 77 Upgrade Project from 

US Highway 83 to Interstate 37 to a controlled access facility; 
• to provide an overview of the right-of-way process; and 
• to receive public testimony on this proposed project.

This public hearing is being held in compliance with Title 23 of the United States Code, Section 128, 
and 23 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 771. 



NEED AND PURPOSENEED AND PURPOSE

NEED FOR THE PROJECT
Within the US 77 corridor, there are transportation problems that would support the following need statements for major 
transportation improvements to US 77:

•At-grade intersections compromise safety on this high-speed highway facility
•At-grade intersections within the project limits experience higher accident rates
•Projected increases in traffic on US 77 will increase the potential for incidents associated with the numerous at-grade 
intersections
•System continuity does not meet driver expectations.

PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
In response to the need for improvements, the purpose of the proposed project is to improve safety, mobility, and continuity within 
the US 77 project corridor.  To achieve this purpose, proposed improvements for the US 77 corridor would address the following 
objectives to improve: 

•Traffic-related safety within communities located on US 77
•Safety for through-traffic
•Traffic mobility
•System continuity

The purpose of the proposed project is to improve safety by grade-separating through-traffic and cross-traffic at the major 
intersections and ranch gates and by separating through-traffic from local traffic turning onto side streets by the use of access
roads.  Mobility would be improved by allowing through-traffic to proceed without the need to reduce speed to accommodate cars 
entering or exiting the highway at these intersections. 



IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REVIEW THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, YOU 
MAY VISIT THE WEBSITE BELOW

www.txdot.gov/project_information/projects/corpus_christi/

OR

REVIEW THE DOCUMENT AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS 

Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi District Office 
1701 S. Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, TX 78416 

Texas Department of Transportation Corpus Christi Area Office 
1701 S. Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, TX 78416 

Texas Department of Transportation Pharr District Office 
600 W. US Expressway 83 
Pharr, TX 78577 

Texas Department of Transportation Raymondville Maintenance Office 
3/8 Mile North BU 77 
Raymondville, TX 78580 

City of Driscoll 
130 W. Avenue D  
Driscoll, TX 78351 

Robert J. Kleberg Public Library 
220 N. 4th Street 
Kingsville, TX 78363 

Kleberg County – Precinct 3 County Commissioner’s Office 
433 E. County Road 2310 
Riviera, TX 78379 

Kenedy County Courthouse
151 N. Mallory 
Sarita, TX 78385 

If you have any questions, you may call 1-800-945-2156 





 
 
 
 
 

 
US 77 Upgrade Project 

Glossary of Technical Terms 
 

At-Grade Intersections 
 

The meeting point of two roadways at ground 
level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Build Option 
 

The Build Option is the construction of roadway improvements such as 
new highway facilities to solve transportation problems in an area. 
 

Clear Title 
 

Real property against which there are no liens including voluntary liens 
(mortgages) 
 

Controlled Access 
 

Roadway facility that limits entering and exiting to select locations and 
prohibits driveway access. 
 

Cross Traffic 
 

Motorists that intend to pass over or cross a 
roadway facility to continue their trip.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crossovers Paved areas in the median that allow 
motorists to change their direction in travel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Direct Connections 
 

Type of interchange that connects two 
roadways and allows motorists to maintain 
higher speeds and not stop at intersections. 
 
 
 
 
 

Disinterested  
Landowners 
 

A landowner appointed by a County Judge who is a permanent resident in 
the County where a parcel is being acquired through eminent domain 
proceedings.  These individuals may oversee the condemnation hearing 
for the purpose of awarding a value for the purchase price of a particular 
parcel. 
 

Environmental 
Assessment (EA) 
 

The environmental document that is prepared to disclose the potential for 
impacts resulting from a proposed project.  EAs are prepared to determine 
if there is a potential for significant environmental impacts as a result of 
the proposed project.   
 

Environmental 
Documents 
 

To meet National Environmental Policy Act requirements, federal 
agencies must prepare environmental documents such as Categorical 
Exclusions (CE) for projects that have minimal impacts, Environmental 
Assessments (EA), when the extent of the impacts are unknown, and 
Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for projects with the potential for 
significant impacts. 
 

Fair Value 
 

Price that would be negotiated between a willing seller and willing buyer in 
a reasonable time. Usually determined by comparable sales in the area. 
 

Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) 
 

The Federal agency responsible for the administration of federal highway 
funds. Any project which plans to use federal highway funds must be 
managed and approved by the FHWA. 
 

Interchange Designated location where traffic exits or 
enters a controlled access facility at lower 
speeds. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Interstate Design 
Standards 
 

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 called for uniform geometric and 
construction standards for the Interstate System. The standards were 
developed by the State highway agencies and adopted by the Federal 
Highway Administration. Examples of design standards for the Interstate 
System include full control of access, design speeds of 50 to 70 miles per 
hour, a minimum of two travel lanes in each direction, 12-foot lane widths, 
10-foot right paved shoulder, and 4-foot left paved shoulder. The design 
must be adequate to meet the traffic volumes expected for a 20-year 
design period. 
 

Median The space between travel lanes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mineral Rights 
 

The ownership of the minerals under the ground with or without ownership 
of the surface land. 
 

National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies 
to consider the environmental impacts of their proposed actions and 
reasonable alternatives to those actions in their decision making 
processes.  
 

No Build Option 
 

The No Build Option would maintain the existing facility without any 
additional improvements except for routine maintenance and those 
projects currently underway.   
 

Off-Ramp The part of an interchange that allows a 
motorist to exit a controlled access roadway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

On-Ramp The part of an interchange that allows a 
motorist to enter a controlled access 
roadway. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Overpass Bridge that extends over a local roadway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Partial Interchange 
 

 
An interchange which provides access to only one 
side of the mainlanes.  No overpass of the 
mainlanes is provided.   
 



 
 
 
 
 

Relief Route 
 

A roadway that extends around a community 
to minimize unnecessary traffic congestion 
within the town.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Texas Department of 
Transportation 
(TxDOT) 
 

The State agency responsible for planning, constructing, maintaining, 
inspecting, regulating, and distributing funding for state transportation 
facilities including roads, bridges, waterways, and airports.  

Through Traffic 
 

Motorists that enter a town with no intention of stopping in the town. 

Title Insurance 
 

Insurance for land being acquired that may have legal issues during the 
transfer of title to the new owners.   
 

Transportation 
Demand Management 
(TDM) 
 

TDM includes strategies and programs that work to reduce vehicles on 
roadways by offering alternatives to driving alone such as 
vanpools/ridesharing, work from home programs, compressed work 
weeks, transit, etc. 
 

Transportation System 
Management (TSM) 

TSM includes relatively low-cost transportation enhancements that 
improve the movement of traffic by: improving intersections with new turn 
lanes, addressing traffic signal timing, improving signage, increasing the 
length of on- and off- ramps, eliminating sharp curves, etc. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Turn bays Dedicated right or left turn lane at roadway 
intersections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) 

The Federal agency responsible for working with others to conserve, 
protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats. 
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US 77 Program Development Plan

Map 
Section County CSJ Section Limits Description of Work

Program Cost 
Estimate

 Estimated 
Let Date*

A Cameron

B Cameron 0039-07-230

SH 107/FM 508 interchange in 
Combs, TX to 3.7 miles north of SH 
107/FM 508 interchange

Conversion of 2-way frontage road 
to 1-way frontage roads with ramp 
reconfiguration $1,769,040.00 Aug-12

C Cameron 0327-08-083

3.7 miles north of SH 107/FM 508 
interchange to Cameron/Willacy 
county line

Conversion of 2-way frontage road 
to 1-way frontage roads with ramp 
reconfiguration $2,558,790.00 Aug-12

D Willacy

E Willacy 0327-10-053 FM 1018 to 0.3 miles north of FM 498 Construct mainlanes $13,977,857.57 Jul-11

F Willacy 0327-10-054 0.3 miles north of FM 498 to FM 3168 Construct overpass and mainlanes $19,055,494.77 Jul-11

G Willacy

H Willacy
0327-10-901 
(0327-10-057)

Business 77 to Willacy/Kenedy 
county line Construct mainlanes and overpass $87,483,986.60 Jan-37

I Kenedy
0327-05-900 
(0327-05-041)

Willacy/Kenedy county line north to 
Norias Road Construct mainlanes and overpasses $139,772,567.95 Jan-35

J Kenedy
0327-04-902 
(0327-04-036)

Norias Road north 9.6 miles 
(Armstrong Ranch Gate) Construct mainlanes and overpasses $93,376,821.25 Jan-33

K Kenedy
0327-03-902
(0327-03-045)

9.6 miles north of Norias Road to 8 
miles south of La Parra Ave. Construct mainlanes and overpasses $148,210,302.67 Jan-31

L Kenedy
0327-02-902 
(0327-02-055)

8 miles south of La Parra Ave. to 
Kenedy/Kleberg county line Construct mainlanes and overpasses $94,964,057.25 Jan-29

M Kenedy 0327-02-050
0.87 miles south of La Parra Ave. to 
0.71 miles north of La Parra Ave. Construct overpass in Sarita $11,319,740.00 Aug-12

N Kleberg 0327-01-030
Kenedy/Kleberg county line to SH 
285 Construct relief route around Riviera $43,669,769.98 Sep-25

O Kleberg 0102-04-098 SH 285 to 1.5 miles north of SH 285 Construct relief route around Riviera $69,662,884.79 Sep-25

P Kleberg 0102-04-097
1.5 miles north of SH 285 to County 
Road 2130

Construct mainlanes, frontage roads 
and structures $112,617,332.69 Feb-23

Q Kleberg 0102-04-099 County Road 2130 to FM 1356
Construct mainlanes, frontage roads 
and structures $41,056,118.32 Feb-17

R Kleberg

S Kleberg 0102-04-095 FM 425 to SH 141
Construct mainlanes and overpass at 
Caesar Ave $16,516,500.00 Feb-12

T Kleberg

U Kleberg 0102-04-096
FM 1898 to Kleberg/Nueces county 
line

Construct mainlanes and partial 
frontage roads $12,849,580.20 Feb-15

V Nueces 0102-03-081 Kleberg/Nueces county line to FM 70 Construct mainlanes and overpasses $35,470,819.14 Sep-19

W Nueces 0102-03-082 FM 70 to County Road 16 Construct mainlanes and overpasses $39,513,086.26 Feb-15

X Nueces 0102-03-083
County Road 16 to south of County 
Road 28

Construct relief route around 
Driscoll $103,031,478.65 Sep-21

Y Nueces 0102-02-096 South of County Road 28 to FM 892 Construct mainlanes and overpasses $40,829,092.00 Jul-13

Z Nueces 0102-02-095 FM 892 to SH 44 Construct mainlanes $14,454,000.00 Jul-12

AA Nueces

Total Program Cost $1,142,159,320.09

* It is important to understand that these dates are estimates based on anticipated funding.  Actual funding is determined by the U.S. Congress and Texas Legislature, and the actual funding will 
eventually determine the date when the entire project is completed.  The Program Development Plan will be regularly updated by TxDOT to reflect changes based upon actual funding and the progress 
made on the project.

Source: TxDOT DCIS, November and December 2011

Section Currently at Interstate Standards

Section Currently at Interstate Standards

Section Currently at Interstate Standards

Section Currently at Interstate Standards

Section Currently at Interstate Standards

Section Currently at Interstate Standards
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 C-2

Table 4.1-1  Right-of-Way Acquisitions - Nueces County 
ID# Figure # Parcel/Tax ID Property Name Property Address Acres Impacted Legal Description Land use Appraised 

Value

1 A.4.1-1 648900302805 YEPEZ DAVID 
944 GARCIA ST 
ROBSTOWN, TX 78380) 0.002499 PAUL G H 5.046 ACS OUT OF SEC 30 Residential $16,486 

2 A.4.1-1 743700000010 CONCRETE PIPE & PRODUCT C 
1610 U.S. HWY 77 S 
ROBSTOWN, TX 78380 0.041193 ROBSTOWN FARM TRS TR 1, 3.97 ACS Industrial $951,220 

3 A.4.1-1 743700000020 CONCRETE PIPE & PRODUCT C 
1610 U.S. HWY 77 S 
ROBSTOWN, TX 78380 0.076699 ROBSTOWN FARM TRS TR 2, 4.81 ACS Industrial $48,100 

4 A.4.1-1 743700000030 SMITH, DAVID LEE U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) 0.249391 ROBSTOWN FARM TRS TR 3, 2.81 ACS Industrial $33,720 

5 A.4.1-1 743700000040 SMITH DAVID U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) 0.145151 ROBSTOWN FARM TRS TR 4, 3.5 ACS Industrial $124,515 

6 A.4.1-1 743700000052 GOMEZ, FRANK, Jr. 
3968 U.S. HWY 77 S  
ROBSTOWN, TX 78380 0.120372 ROBSTOWN FARM TRS LT 5-B Industrial $41,678 

7 A.4.1-1 743700000051 ITHACA INVESTMENTS LMTD U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) @ CR 0.132269 ROBSTOWN FARM TRS LT 5-A Industrial $26,220 

8 A.4.1-1 648900290801 KOSAREK DALLARS S U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) @ CR 0.514691 PAUL G H 21.551 ACS OUT W/2 OF W/2 OF NE/4 SEC 29, ICL Farmland $7,866 

9 A.4.1-1 450200010015 ATLAS TUBULAR LP 1710 U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) @ CR 36 2.957891 LITE-FLITE-RBST 11 ACS OUT POR OF LT 1 
Industrial 
/Farmland $173,936 

10 A.4.1-1 450200010025 ATLAS TUBULAR LP 1710 U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) @ CR 36 2.977395 LITE-FLITE-RBST 16.69 ACS OUT POR OF LT 2 
Industrial 
/Farmland $266,051 

11 A.4.1-1 648900290400 ATLAS TUBULAR LP (O574901) U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) 0.819534 PAUL G H 1.464 ACS OUT OF S POR OF NW/4 SEC 29 Vacant $36,925 

12 A.4.1-1 648900290010 STATE OF TEXAS U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) (ROW 0.755429 PAUL G H 5 ACS OUT S/2 SEC 29 Public $40,000 

13 A.4.1-1 648900290200 MCBURNETT MARK AND U S  HWY 77 S & FM RD 892 3.629499 PAUL G H 142.547 ACS OUT N/2 OF S/2 SEC 29 Farmland $52,030 

14 A.4.1-1 648900281200 WRIGHT CECIL COUNTY RD 73 @ CR 34 0.021528 PAUL G H UNDIV INT IN 1 AC OUT W/2 OF NW/4 SEC 28 Farmland $24,182 

15 A.4.1-1 648900340200 MASSEY JAMES LUTHER III, 
U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) 
@ CR 34 6.914628 PAUL G H 1 AC OUT OF SE/4 OF SE/4 E OF RR SEC 34 

Farmland/ 
Vacant $938

16 A.4.1-1 648900350200 MASSEY J L U S  HWY 77 S (BYPASS) RB 29.428563
PAUL G H 1 AC OUT OF POR OF NE/4 POR OF SW/4 & ALL OF SE/4 SEC 35 E OF 
RR Farmland $25,500 

17 A.4.1-1 648900360600 DUGGER RICHARD & BRUCE 
U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) @ 
FM RD 2826 (CR 32) 3.355251 PAUL G H 79.441 ACS OUT OF W/2 OF NW/4 SEC 36 Farmland $28,441 

18 A.4.1-1 648900450000 BRADSHAW BETTY SEALS U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) @ CR 75 10.000386 PAUL G H 84.5 ACS OUT OF SE/4 & NE/4 SEC 45
Farmland
/Industrial $30,903 

19 A.4.1-2 648900450600 DUGGER BRUCE LEE ET UX U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) 16.018616 PAUL G H 82 ACS OUT OF SW/4 & W/2 OF SE/4 SEC 45 Farmland $29,930 

20 A.4.1-2 648900441000 DUGGER RICHARD L ET UX U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) 7.359003 PAUL G H 115.546 ACS OUT OF N/2 OF N/2 SEC 44 Farmland $41,364 

21 A.4.1-2 648900550200 BERNSEN LEON R ET UX U S  HWY 77 S (RBST) 22.202487 PAUL G H 164.96 ACS OUT OF W/2 SEC 44 & SE/4 SEC 55 Farmland $60,210 

22 A.4.1-2 648900560400 HOWZE PARTNERSHIP U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) @ CR 28 (DIRT) 28.039934 
PAUL G H 410.3 ACS OUT OF NW/4 SEC 43 SEC 43 & FRC SEC 56 E OF STATE 
HWY 77 Farmland $149,760 

23 A.4.1-2 661501180171 DRISCOLL FOUNDATION 
U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) 
ALONG PETRONILLA CREEK 49.911107 PETRONILLA GRANT 76.37 ACS OUT OF ABS 118 GAMBLE SUR PARCEL NO 17 Farmland $21,888 

24 A.4.1-2/3 661501180140 DRISCOLL FOUNDATION 
U.S. HWY 77 S (RBST) 
ALONG PETRONILLA CREEK 27.871919 PETRONILLA GRANT 117.8 ACS OUT OF ABS 118 GAMBLE SUR PARCEL NO 14 

Farmland/ 
Vacant $40,124 

25 A.4.1-2/3 648901090000 REA JAY BRADFORD 
FM RD 665 (DRISCOLL) 
TX, TX 78351 27.987229 PAUL G H 86.38 ACS OUT OF W/2 OF W/2 SEC 109 

Farmland/ 
Vacant/Utility/ 
Commercial 

$31,529 

26 A.4.1-3 648901100750 DENTON STEVEN B 
FM RD 665 (DRISCOLL) @ CR 79 
DRISCOLL, TX 78351 10.903043 PAUL G H 18.299 ACS OUT OF NW/4 OF NW/4 SEC 110 Farmland $6,679 

27 A.4.1-3 648901100600 VETERANS LAND BOARD 
4927 COUNTY RD 79 
DRISCOLL, TX 78351 4.439657 PAUL G H 9.393 ACS OUT OF NW/4 OF NW/4 OF SEC 110 

Farmland
/Residential $3,428 

28 A.4.1-3 648901100400 LITTLE ROBERT C EST 
COUNTY RD 18 
BTWN CR 77 & CR 79 20.40882 PAUL G H 40 ACS OUT OF SE/4 OF SW/4 SEC 110 

Farmland
/Residential $14,600 

29 A.4.1-3 035600000040 MUMFORD E J ET UX U S  HWY 77 S (D) @ AVE G 1.130355 BAHN-DRISCOLL LT 4 
Vacant 

/Residential 
Info not provided 

30 A.4.1-3 648901070600 KNAUS JANNESE COTTEN, TRU COUNTY RD 79 6.300231 PAUL G H DRISCOLL RANCH 20 ACS OUT OF E/2 OF SE/4 SEC 107 Vacant $1,720 
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31 A.4.1-3 648901071000 TREVINO JAIME J ET UX AVE G EAST 4.45203 PAUL G H DRISCOLL RANCH 20 ACS OUT OF W/2 OF SE/4 OF SE/4 SEC 107 Vacant $1,720 

32 A.4.1-3 648901070200 DOUGLASS RANSOM/MARTHA 
U.S. HWY 77 S SE 
DRISCOLL, TX 78351 0.00033 PAUL G H DRISCOLL RANCH 1 AC OUT OF SW/4 & SE/4 SEC 107 Residential $52,455 

33 A.4.1-3 648901060200 FELDER GENE ET UX COUNTY RD 18 @ CR 79 DRISCOLL, TX 78351 7.741053 PAUL G H 198 ACS OUT OF SEC 106 E OF RR 

Farmland/ 
Residential/ 

Vacant $71,655 

34 A.4.1-3 648901060000 JOHNSTON BUSINESS PARTNER 
U.S. HWY 77 S (DRISCOLL) SE 
@ CR 16 47.593364 PAUL G H 182.01 ACS OUT OF SEC 106 E OF RR Farmland $66,434 

35 A.4.1-3/4 648901120010 MALONE, JASON RYAN (O0060954) 1796 COUNTY RD 79 24.2160790 PAUL G H 2.5 ACS OUT OF NW/4 SEC 112 Farmland $28,710 

36 A.4.1-4 070601040000 
ANDERSON GLYNDA B MRS & BROWN WARD 
DR

U.S. HWY 77 S (BISHOP) 
N OF BISHOP, TX 78343 15.978328 

BISHOP F Z UNDIV/2 INT IN 151.369 ACS OUT NW/4 AND FRC N PART SW/4 SEC 
104 Farmland $18,125 

37 A.4.1-4 070601040309 
VETERANS LAND BOARD OF STATE OF 
TEXAS

1514 U.S. HWY 77 S (BISHOP) 
N OF BISHOP, TX 78343 1.020605 BISHOP F Z 10.5 ACS OUT OF S PT SW/4 SEC 104 Farmland $58,844 

38 A.4.1-4 070601040303 MARTINEZ ANTONIO F ET UX 
1496 U.S. HWY 77 S (BISHOP) 
N OF BISHOP, TX 78343 1.956435 BISHOP F Z 20.39 ACS OUT S PT SW/4 SEC 104 

Residential 
/Commercial $3,262 

39 A.4.1-4 070601040400 GUTIERREZ RAMIRO ET UX 
1474 U.S. HWY 77 S (BISHOP) 
N OF BISHOP, TX 78343 1.717314 BISHOP F Z 7 ACS OUT OF S PT SW/4 SEC 104 Residential $87,506 

40 A.4.1-4 070601040300 PORTALES SARA H 1454 U.S. HWY 77 S (BISHOP) N OF BISHOP, TX 78343 1.570309 BISHOP F Z 7 ACS OUT OF S PT SW/4 OF SEC 104 
Residential 

/Commercial $96,711 

41 A.4.1-4 758000010010 RAMIREZ OSCAR 
1442 U.S. HWY 77 S BYPASS 
BISHOP, TX 78343 1.960145 SAL RANCH S/D LT 1 BLK 1 Residential $88,192 

42 A.4.1-4 070601030100 PASCHAL RALPH R ET UX 
U.S. HWY 77 S BYPASS  
BISHOP, TX 78343 21.965772 BISHOP F Z 104.62 ACS OUT OF SEC 103 

Farmland
/Residential $38,186 

43 A.4.1-4 070601020100 CUEVAS, ROEL R AND LAURA 
1184 U.S. HWY 77 S BYPASS  
BISHOP, TX 78343 2.104936 BISHOP F Z 1.92 ACS OUT N/2 OF NW/4 SEC 102 

Farmland
/Residential $113,975 

44 A.4.1-4 070600970100 PLOCEK GEORGE NEAL 
U.S. HWY 77 S BYPASS 
BISHOP, TX 78380 2.032077 BISHOP F Z  1 AC OUT OF E/2 SEC 97 

Farmland
/Residential $61,894 

45 A.4.1-5 070601020500 NEIL, LEON C AND (O0060864) 
1121 U.S. HWY 77 S BYPASS  
BISHOP, TX 78343 17.583639 BISHOP F Z 3.51 ACS OUT OF S/2 OF NW/4 SEC 102 

Farmland
/Residential $201,422 

       Source:  US Census Bureau, 2000 

Table 4.1-2  Right-of-Way Acquisitions - Kleberg County
ID# Figure # Parcel/Tax ID Property Name Property Address Acres Impacted Legal Description Land use Appraised Value 

46 A.4.1-5 33335 HENNESSEY KINGSVILLE INVESTMENT LLC -- 0.16087 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT PT 1, PT 2, ACRES 12.816 

Farmland/ 
Residential/ 
Commercial $176,810 

47 A.4.1-5 10621 WEST PAUL M GEN CAVAZOS 0.279572 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT PT 3, 4, ACRES 31.061 Farmland $309,100 

48 A.4.1-5 22312 J L BARTH COMPANY -- 0.563722 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT 7.24 ACS OF PT 6, ACRES 7.24 
Farmland/ 

Commercial $185,410 

49 A.4.1-5 12480 KLEBERG HOLDINGS INC HWY 77 0.22252 ABINCO IND PARK 1, LOT PT 1, PT 2, ACRES 6.4711, (HWY 77 ONE STOP) Commercial $974,890 

50 A.4.1-5 4001822 KLEBERG HOLDINGS INC -- 0.290743 ABINCO IND PARK 1, LOT PT 1, PT 2, (RODEWAY INN) Commercial $1,162,010 

51 A.4.1-5 13841 TAYLOR CLARA -- 0.004096 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT PT 12, 13, ACRES 26.46 Ranch $533,920 

52 A.4.1-5 21463 CUMBERLAND W E TRUST -- 0.577804 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT W50.33 11 & 14, ACRES 50.33 Farmland $159,970 

53 A.4.1-5 17015 HAUNSCHILD KENNETH M EST -- 2.264793 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT PT 12, 13 , ACRES 26.64 Vacant $435,540 

54 A.4.1-5 22995 SCOGGINS JILL FM RD 1717 0.29708 K T & I CO, BLOCK 22, LOT SE/4 13, ACRES 1.25 
Ranch/ 

Farmland $179,320 

55 A.4.1-5 12691 STATE OF TEXAS -- 0.279882 HILLS & DALES, LOT 1-3, PT 4, (E X E M P T), ACRES 6.95 
Residential/ 

Ranch
Info not provided

56 A.4.1-5 12691 STATE OF TEXAS -- 0.135877 HILLS & DALES, LOT 1-3, PT 4, (E X E M P T), ACRES 6.95 
Ranch/ 

Residential 
Info not provided

57 A.4.1-5 12691 STATE OF TEXAS -- 0.137794 HILLS & DALES, LOT 1-3, PT 4, (E X E M P T), ACRES 6.95 Ranch Info not provided

58 A.4.1-5 13362 BOYD BILLY FAMILY TRUST THE -- 0.137414 HILLS & DALES, LOT PT 4, 18, 19 & CLOSED ROAD, ACRES 4.16 Ranch $21,920 

59 A.4.1-5 12115 BOYD BILLY FAMILY TRUST THE -- 0.175954 K T & I CO, BLOCK 31, LOT PT 4, 5, PT 6, ACRES 85.69 Ranch $74,330 
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60 A.4.1-5 12115 BOYD BILLY FAMILY TRUST THE -- 0.938723 K T & I CO, BLOCK 31, LOT PT 4, 5, PT 6, ACRES 85.69 
Ranch/ 

Residential $74,330 

61 A.4.1-5 11450 BOYD BILLY FAMILY TRUST THE -- 1.125146 K T & I CO, BLOCK 31, LOT 11, 14, PT 12, 13, ACRES 119.213 
Ranch/ 

Residential $88,470 

62 A.4.1-5 29250 SAUL BILLY -- 0.486274 K T & I CO, BLOCK 31, LOT PT 13, ACRES 10.466 Ranch $16,750 

63 A.4.1-5 30593 SAUL BILLY -- 0.27185 K T & I CO, BLOCK 31, LOT PT 13 & 14, ACRES 12.3607 Ranch $21,000 

64 A.4.1-5 20124 JONES GENE M -- 0.54697 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 33, LOT N PT 1 & 2, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 
23.135), ACRES 46.27 Ranch $37,015 

65 A.4.1-5 19231 DODGE ALLEN E -- 1.532784 K T & I CO, BLOCK 34, LOT W/3 3, N PT 4, ACRES 40.66 Farmland $60,390 

66 A.4.1-5 4004844 HUFF LEONARD JR EST -- 0.767306 K T & I CO, BLOCK 34, LOT S PT 4, ACRES 6.01 Farmland $27,220 

67 A.4.1-5 11506 JONES GENE M -- 0.599019 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 34, LOT 5, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 20.00), ACRES 
40. Farmland $29,705 

68 A.4.1-5 20280 JONES GENE M -- 3.462652 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 33, LOT E PT 3, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 3.25), 
ACRES 6.5 Farmland $4,830 

69 A.4.1-5 31204 CANTU SANTIAGO HWY 77 0.333346 K T & I CO, BLOCK 33, LOT PT 3, ACRES 1.62 Farmland $2,590 

70 A.4.1-5/6 20760 CANTU SANTIAGO -- 5.216832 K T & I CO, BLOCK 33, LOT S PT 1 & 2, W PT 3, ACRES 49.33 Farmland $78,930 

71 A.4.1-5/6 18952 KUESTER ANN -- 4.616798 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 33, LOT PT 4 & 6, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 22.675), 
ACRES 45.35 Farmland $28,140 

72 A.4.1-5/6 20100387 KUESTER ANN -- 3.288527 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 33, LOT PT 4, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 6.00), 
ACRES 12.0 Farmland $9,600 

73 A.4.1-6 22075 ANDREWS HERBERT JR CO RD 2130 1.0603226 K T & I CO, BLOCK 44, LOT PT 4, 5, ACRES 47.75 Farmland $191,220 

74 A.4.1-6 24245 DAHLMAN T W -- 0.954646 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 44, LOT PT 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22, ACRES 222.9, 50% 
UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 111.45) 

Ranch/Vacant 
/Residential $138,310 

75 A.4.1-6 21591 KUESTER ANN -- 2.017786 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 44, LOT PT 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22, ACRES 222.9, 50% 
UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 111.45) 

Farmland/ 
Vacant $138,310 

76 A.4.1-6 16288 RADFORD JANE F TRUST HWY 77 0.275219 ALTO LOMO, LOT 3, ACRES 2.5, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST 

Farmland/ 
Vacant/ 

Residential $6,175 

77 A.4.1-6 19765 RADFORD JANE F TRUST HWY 77 0.57332 
RICARDO OUT LTS, LOT G,H,I,K,L,M,N,O, ACRES 30.97, 50% UNDIVIDED 
INTEREST, (DAC: 15.485) Ranch $70,490 

78 A.4.1-6 19654 RADFORD W F HWY 77 1.286994 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 45, LOT PT 24, PT 25, 50% UNDIVIDED INTEREST, (DAC: 
30.90), ACRES 61.8 Ranch $38,345 

79 A.4.1-6 16786 WILLIAMS ANN 1.97494 K T & I CO, BLOCK 59, LOT PT 2, 3, 12, 13, 14, ACRES 110.56 Ranch $137,210 

80 A.4.1-6 20782 PATTILLO FRANKIE LOU HWY 77 0.489618 K T & I CO, BLOCK 59, LOT PT 12, 14, ACRES 22.2, (ROCKING CROSS RV PARK) 
Ranch/ 

Residential $44,400 

81 A.4.1-6/7 10971 PATTILLO FRANKIE LOU HWY 77 & CO RD 2180 0.363719 
K T & I CO, BLOCK 59, LOT .50 AC OUT OF LOT 12, (MH 14X76/FULTON), ACRES 
.5, S1# N/A; L1# N/A TITLE # N/A 

Ranch/ 
Residential $13,370 

82 A.4.1-7 18676 VAN FLEET DAVID R HWY 77 2.943255 A GUTIERREZ, LOT PT 119, ACRES 104.13 Residential $136,550 

83 A.4.1-7 4005407 VAN FLEET JODY HWY 77 0.503031 A GUTIERREZ, LOT PT 119, ACRES 32.95 
Farmland/ 
Residential $40,490 

84 A.4.1-7 21646 VAN FLEET JOE MICHAEL FM RD 772 0.439721 VAN FLEET ADDN, LOT 1, ACRES 5.62 
Farmland/ 
Residential $255,660 

85 A.4.1-7 21061 BENNETT ROBERT J 0.944135 KING ADDN 2, BLOCK A, LOT PT 1, 2, 3, 5, ACRES 42.86 
Farmland/ 
Residential $63,650 

86 A.4.1-7 20096 ORTIZ GILBERT HWY 77 0.227696 COUNTRY MEADOWS, LOT 8, ACRES 1.98 Ranch $10,430 

87 A.4.1-7 11589 VELA ERNESTINA G CO RD 2205 0.239732 COUNTRY MEADOWS, LOT 7, ACRES 2.09 Residential $10,330 

88 A.4.1-7 12393 ORTIZ GILBERT HWY 77 0.221369 COUNTRY MEADOWS, LOT 9, ACRES 3.87 Residential $4,800 

89 A.4.1-7 20883 ORTIZ GILBERT CO RD 2210 0.242398 COUNTRY MEADOWS, LOT 10, ACRES 3.26 Residential $4,050 

90 A.4.1-7 11720 ANDREWS HERBERT JR -- 0.620835 MRS KINGS 4TH SUB, BLOCK 66, LOT PT 1, ACRES 28.2 Residential $40,860 

91 A.4.1-7 29873 CAPROCK COMMUNICATIONS CORP -- 0.137294 CAPROCK SUB, LOT TRACT 1, ACRES 1 Residential $10,890 

92 A.4.1-7 19058 COOPER BOBBY L -- 0.955 MRS KINGS 4TH SUB, BLOCK 66, LOT 4-6, ACRES 114.67 Residential $142,310 

93 A.4.1-7 12141 RADFORD W F -- 1.781691 MRS KINGS 4TH SUB, BLOCK 66, LOT 7-12, ACRES 205.31, 50% UNDIVIDED Ranch/ $115,510 
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INTEREST (DAC: 102.655) Residential 

94 A.4.1-7 10566 COLSTON BILL C JR -- 1.848552 MRS KINGS 4TH SUB, BLOCK 65, LOT PT 1-4, ACRES 149 Ranch $184,910 

95 A.4.1-7/8 11487 BROOKSHIRE T C -- 14.189681 MRS KINGS 4TH SUB, BLOCK 65, LOT 5-8, ACRES 109.35 
Ranch/ 

Residential $135,350 

96 A.4.1-7/8 12995 LEESON CLAUDE RAYMOND JR -- 6.313862 MRS KINGS 1ST SUB, BLOCK 48, LOT 1, ACRES 45.07 Farmland $55,760 

97 A.4.1-8 22081 CHRISTENSEN BARRY LEE -- 0.869884 MRS KINGS 1ST SUB, BLOCK 48, LOT PT 2, ACRES 28.04 
Ranch/ 

Residential $34,020 

98 A.4.1-8 4003376 CHRISTENSEN BARRY LEE -- 1.701518 MRS KINGS 1ST SUB, BLOCK 48, LOT PT 3, ACRES 16.28 Ranch $20,200 

99 A.4.1-8 22713 CHRISTENSEN BARRY LEE S HWY 77 0.082775 MRS KINGS 1ST SUB, BLOCK 48, LOT PT 3, (100 X 125), ACRES .29 
Ranch/ 

Residential $64,880 

100 A.4.1-8 4002992 HICKEY DANA FAYE CHRISTENSEN -- 1.110213 MRS KINGS 1ST SUB, BLOCK 48, LOT PT 3, ALL OF 4, ACRES 13.55 Residential $16,820 

101 A.4.1-8 12355 WARE ALLEN RANDOLPH -- 0.149562 KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT 1 AC OUT OF N/W PT 1, ACRES 1. 
Ranch/ 

Residential $30,110 

102 A.4.1-8 11703 WARE ALLEN RANDOLPH HWY 77 0.194169 KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT OUT OF NW PT 1 , ACRES 15.3 Ranch $30,310 

103 A.4.1-8 13674 LOPEZ ARMANDO G HWY 77 0.131236 KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT OUT OF W PT 1, ACRES 1.0 
Ranch/ 

Residential $32,840 

104 A.4.1-8 11044 LOPEZ ARMANDO G S HWY 77 0.252575 
KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT OUT W PT 1, "OA TAX DEFERRAL 2005", ACRES 
2.67 Residential $52,600 

105 A.4.1-8 11831 BULL BURT -- 0.19509 KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT OUT OF 1 , ACRES 52.01 Residential $64,540 

106 A.4.1-8 20349 BULL BURT -- 0.907412 KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT W/2 4, PT 1, 3, ACRES 113.92 
Ranch/ 

Residential $140,720 

107 A.4.1-8 20349 BULL BURT -- 0.896552 KOCH SUB 2, BLOCK 29, LOT W/2 4, PT 1, 3, ACRES 113.92 Ranch $140,720 

108 A.4.1-8 24301 BULL BURT S HWY 77 1.701352 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT PT 1, W 20 AC OF 2, ACRES 36.9 Ranch $45,790 

109 A.4.1-8/9 12948 RIVERA MARY T CO RD 2280 0.346684 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT OUT OF 7, ACRES 2. Ranch $45,230 

110 A.4.1-8/9 25821 MURPHY JOHN T -- 0.56699 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT N PT 7, ACRES 29.775 Residential $49,240 

111 A.4.1-8/9 25073 BIEDERMANN DAVID N HWY 77 0.517011 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT W PT 7, ACRES 1.86 
Ranch/ 

Residential $72,320 

112 A.4.1-8/9 24452 MURPHY PAT AND JOYCE ARLENE MURPHY HWY 77 0.27818 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT PT 7, ACRES .91 Residential $41,790 

112A A.4.1-8/9 Unknown Unknown HWY 77 0.267575 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1 Residential Unknown

113 A.4.1-8/9 12315 MARTINEZ RAMON JR -- 0.277532 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT N PT 7, ACRES 0.544 Residential $8,240 

114 A.4.1-8/9 23443 MOYA ANNA MARIE -- 0.007675 REED AC, LOT 1, ACRES 0.63 Residential $47,060 

115 A.4.1-8/9 28417 BRIEGER HARLAN -- 0.530028 REED AC, LOT E/2 2, ACRES .46 Residential $48,020 

116 A.4.1-8/9 18242 RILEY JOHN L III -- 9.070812 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT PT 8, (D E L E T E 2007), ACRES 32.209 Residential Info not provided 

117 A.4.1-8/9 17616 RILEY JOHN L III -- 0.022217 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 1, LOT 8, ACRES 33.209 
Ranch/ 

Residential $115,120 

118 A.4.1-8/9 18007 KRAATZ BRUCE A HWY 77 5.609505 LA GATA, BLOCK 1, LOT 4, 5, (KRAATZ CACTUS NURSERY), ACRES 8.26 Residential $40,820 

119 A.4.1-8/9 4000058 HERNANDEZ TERESA P CO RD 2290 2.005487 LA GATA #2, LOT 4, ACRES 2.9 
Ranch/ 

Commercial $14,330 

120 A.4.1-8/9 4000057 NARANJO JOSE G III CO RD 2290 0.144687 LA GATA #2, LOT 3, ACRES 2.91 
Ranch/ 

Residential $73,760 

121 A.4.1-8/9 4001427 CUELLAR RAUL P -- 0.002728 LA GATA #2, LOT 1, 2, ACRES 4.91 
Ranch/ 

Residential $24,260 

122 A.4.1-8/9 13438 CORE GEORGE M -- 6.480211 LA GATA, BLOCK 1, LOT 13, ACRES 9.38 
Ranch/ 

Residential $37,440 

123 A.4.1-8/9 10168 LA GATA INC % VELA UVALDO HWY 77 2.545448 LA GATA, BLOCK 1, LOT 3, ACRES 4.13 
Ranch/ 

Commercial $20,410 

124 A.4.1-8/9 17253 PROAM TEXAS INC HWY 77 0.060618 LA GATA, BLOCK 1, LOT 2, ACRES 4.13 
Ranch/ 

Commercial $20,410 

125 A.4.1-8/9 21120 TOUCHSTONE JENDY L -- 3.998374 LA GATA, BLOCK 1, LOT 12, ACRES 9.6 
Ranch/ 

Commercial $16,510 

126 A.4.1-8/9 12639 CABALLERO AMADOR -- 0.053205 LA GATA, BLOCK 1, LOT 11, ACRES 9.6 
Ranch/ 

Residential $39,900 
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127 A.4.1-8/9 25351 SERNA FELIX -- 0.353126 LA GATA, BLOCK 2, LOT PT OF 6, ACRES 20.16 
Ranch/ 

Residential $34,040 

128 A.4.1-8/9 17774 SERNA FELIX -- 4.252396 LA GATA, BLOCK 2, LOT 7, ACRES 16.55 
Ranch/ 

Commercial $32,780 

129 A.4.1-8/9 10064 POLLY ROGER E -- 6.632271 LA GATA, BLOCK 2, LOT 8, ACRES 16.55 Ranch $32,780 

130 A.4.1-8/9 18556 POLLY ROGER E -- 6.591491 LA GATA, BLOCK 2, LOT PT OF 9, ACRES 15.55 Ranch $72,680 

131 A.4.1-8/9 18929 BROMLEY CAROLYN MAY -- 4.271955 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 2, LOT 17, W/4 18, ACRES 50. Ranch $62,050 

132 A.4.1-8/9 18944 GARZA NICOLAS G CO RD 2300 0.226637 LA GATA, BLOCK 3, LOT PT 12, ACRES 4.12 Ranch $20,360 

133 A.4.1-8/9 22372 UNDERBRINK M F CO RD 2300 0.597949 M & L AC 2, LOT 3, ACRES 2.5 Farmland $12,350 

134 A.4.1-8/9 21607 UNDERBRINK M F CO RD 2300 0.597949 M & L AC 2, LOT 1, ACRES 2.5 Farmland $12,350 

135 A.4.1-8/9 13971 UNDERBRINK M F CO RD 2300 2.066671 M & L AC 2, LOT 2, ACRES 2.5 Farmland $12,350 

136 A.4.1-8/9 16509 UNDERBRINK M F CO RD 1070 1.756856
KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT W 15 AC OF 1 LESS 7.5 AC, W 15 AC OF 2 , 
ACRES 21.5 Farmland $36,530 

137 A.4.1-8/9 17391 MALIN JERRY D CO RD 2300 13.720311 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT E25 AC OF 1, E25 AC 2 , ACRES 50. Farmland $62,050 

138 A.4.1-8/9 11863 PATRICK A RISKENT RANCH TRUST CO RD 2310 2.090395 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT PT 10 , ACRES 19. Farmland $37,640 

139 A.4.1-8/9 25765 BROWN T J CO RD 2310 12.761239 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT 8, 9 , ACRES 40. Farmland $57,570 

140 A.4.1-8/9 29510 KLEBERG COUNTY SS 2310 EAST 0.773571
KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT PT 15, PT 16, ABANDONDED CR 2320, ACRES 
5.80, (E X E M P T) 

Farmland/ 
Residential $26,270 

141 A.4.1-8/9 17383 MALIN JERRY D CO RD 2310 9.857433 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT PT 24, PT 15, PT 16, PT 17, PT 18, ACRES 46.81 
Farmland/ 
Residential $58,100 

142 A.4.1-9 11976 CORDAWAY J E EST FM RD 1.224285 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT PT 31, ACRES 4.65 
Industrial/ 

Ranch $16,820 

143 A.4.1-9 11313 CORDAWAY J E EST FM RD 771 0.00905 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT PT 31, ACRES 1.0 Ranch $43,890 

144 A.4.1-9 20512 WALKER MARCUS FM RD 5.000261 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 17, LOT PT 32, PT 33, ACRES 9.26 
Vacant/ 

Residential $28,280 

145 A.4.1-9 10955 DOUGLAS PATIENCE E FM RD 0.046422 
WALKER ESTATES, LOT 1, (MH 16X76 - FESTIVAL LIMITED), ACRES 2.0, S1# 
TXFLV12A53578FD21; L1# RAD0991098 TITLE # 00927201 Residential $30,530 

146 A.4.1-9 15154 MARTIN LAURIE D FM RD 7.901892 
KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT PT 5, 6-8, 20, 27 & BLVD STRIP N LOTS 5-8, (D E L 
E T E 2007), ACRES 52.45 

Vacant/ 
Residential Info not provided 

147 A.4.1-9 22196 MARTIN LAURIE D -- 6.089831 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT 21, (D E L E T E 2007), ACRES 11. Residential Info not provided

148 A.4.1-9 14581 MARTIN LAURIE D -- 0.660389 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT 22, (D E L E T E 2007), ACRES 11.06 Ranch Info not provided

149 A.4.1-9 15154 MARTIN LAURIE D FM RD 3.721799 
KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT PT 5, 6-8, 20, 27 & BLVD STRIP N LOTS 5-8, (D E L 
E T E 2007), ACRES 52.45 Ranch Info not provided

150 A.4.1-9 16899 MARTIN LAURIE D -- 4.446996 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT 28, 33, N/2 31, (D E L E T E 2007), ACRES 36.67 Ranch Info not provided

151 A.4.1-9 16167 ELROD DALE -- 11.24804 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT W/2 30, ACRES 20 Ranch $33,980 

152 A.4.1-9 24233 ELROD DALE S/HWY 77 0.288374 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT S/2 29, (D E L E T E 2008), ACRES 19.0 Ranch Info not provided

153 A.4.1-9 23749 MARTIN LAURIE D CO RD 1.905154 
KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT E/2 30, S PT 31, 32, (D E L E T E 2007), ACRES 
57.06 Ranch Info not provided

154 A.4.1-9 18691 TORRENCE SOPHRONIA MARTIN -- 13.015856 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT 37, ACRES 40.00 $47,650 

155 A.4.1-9 25512 TORRENCE SOPHRONIA MARTIN SIDE HWY 77 0.214031 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT PT 38-39 EXC 3 AC NW COR OF 38, ACRES 23.86 Ranch $29,610 

156 A.4.1-9 10230 TORRENCE SOPHRONIA MARTIN -- 9.19972 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 20, LOT 40, ACRES 40. Ranch $49,640 

157 A.4.1-9 17277 TORRENCE SOPHRONIA MARTIN -- 5.452873 KOCH SUB 1, BLOCK 28, LOT PT 2, ACRES 61.46 Ranch $76,270 
        Source:  US Census Bureau, 2000 
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Verbal and Written Comments with Responses 
US 77 from IH 37 to US 83 

Verbal Comments at Public Hearing

Raymondville Public Hearing 

1.  Orlando Correa 
Mayor - City of Raymondville 

Comment:  Good afternoon, everybody. I'm just -- I'm here just like everybody 
else. I just wanted to hear what was happening with the proposed highway, and 
I'm just very happy, very proud to see something like this going through. So, I just 
want to also let y'all know I do sit on the board with Commissioner Staples and 
the Rural Health and Economic Development Board in the State of Texas, and a 
lot of this information will come up in the next year because we will be drafting 
some guidelines on how rural areas of Texas are going to be affected by things 
like this. 

It's said that 12 percent of Texans live in rural areas, but a hundred percent of the 
Texans benefit from that 12 percent, whether it's agriculture or just resources such 
as cattle, tourism, hunting, things like that. So I think that my comment is just to 
that, saying that we need to go forward and not cut out the rural areas, but let 
them be part of this great highway that's going to go through.  

And, you know, because it kind of scares us to feel like we're just going to be 
looked over, but from what the comments, and what I've seen on this, it looks like 
we're all on the same page. So I want to thank y'all, and, you know, here's to a 
great endeavor. So, thanks a lot. 

Response:  Comment noted.

2.  Chuck Burns 
     Raymondville, TX

Comment:  Actually, most of my concerns have already been addressed by y'all 
here. You hear different aspects of what's going on, and I didn't have the right 
information, and it was cleared up for me now. So, I really don't have any 
comment. Thank you. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

3.  Steve Jennings 
     Combes, TX

Comment:  My name is Steve Jennings. I live in Combes in Section B on the 
map that y'all handed out. I would address the area from 107 up to what is marked 
on the maps back there as loop -- Spur 448. We have a two-way frontage there. I 
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request that we retain that two-way frontage there. There's probably a minimum 
of a hundred families that use that two-way frontage, and it's going to increase the 
drive time, every time they go to town, from one to four miles. And my personal 
situation, it's going to increase every time I go from my supply yard to my 
operations from a distance of one mile to probably four plus miles. It's well 
utilized by the local people and so I request that they retain that from FM 508, or 
Texas 107, to Spur 448 on both sides of US 77. 

Number two is drainage. My home was destroyed by flood water in the hurricane 
two years ago in the main part of Combes. All of Combes is impacted by the 
placement of the expressway there. It created a border there which eliminated the 
natural water flow. That was not a situation before that expressway was put in 
because there was not adequate accommodation, adequate drainage placed -- put 
in place to accommodate that water flow. 

 So I request that when this work is done, that we put in adequate drainage to 
eliminate the flooding that's caused there in the City of Combes. My third item is 
that it's my understanding that TxDOT is required to use ten percent of its funds 
of new construction for aesthetic purposes; is that correct? Or can you - 

Okay. Anyway, I believe you said $1.06 billion was the amount for this project 
that would come out to a little bit over $100 million for aesthetic purposes. As 
pretty as they are, are prettier than most of the people that are paying the taxes can 
afford. I think that that $100 million, especially in this particular situation, that a 
lot of, you know, not densely populated, could be better used to do the 
maintenance on existing infrastructure. And this lower cost used on this project, if 
we could reduce that cost, $100 million, that would also decrease the amount of 
maintenance that would be required in that section at that time. Thank you. 

Having been in construction a lot of my life, I do want to compliment TxDOT for 
being, as far as I know, the only state agency that actually accomplishes 
something in a financially sound manner. Thank you. 

Response:  The purpose of the US 77 Upgrade Project, among others, is traffic-
related safety within communities along US 77 and safety for through-traffic. 
TxDOT’s Roadway Design Manual (May 1, 2010) states that “any frontage road 
construction will be designed to provide one-way operation initially.” “Existing 
frontage roads in some areas are currently operating as two-way facilities. Such 
two-way operation has the following disadvantages - Higher crash rates are 
normally experienced when the frontage roads are two-way. In large part this is 
because of the risk of essentially head-on collisions at the ramp terminals - 
Increased potential for wrong-way entry to mainlanes - The intersections of the 
frontage with arterials are much more complicated.”  In areas where frontage 
roads are proposed, the design of US 77 incorporates a one-way frontage road 
design in keeping with the TxDOT’s Roadway Design Manual (May 1, 2010).

The US 77 Upgrade Project in the Combes area includes the conversion of two 
way frontage roads to one way operation and associated entrance and exit ramp 

3



improvements only.  In addition the hydraulic design for the proposed 
improvements in the Combes area will be in accordance with the current TxDOT 
and FHWA policy standards.  The roadway would permit the conveyance of the 
100-year flood, inundation of the roadway being acceptable without causing 
significant damage to the roadway, stream, or other property. The Build 
Alternative criteria includes directives not to increase the base flood elevation to a 
level that would violate applicable floodplain regulations and ordinances. The 
Build Alternative will provide, at minimum, at least the same flood flow capacity 
and therefore should not adversely increase the water surface elevation above the 
existing conditions of delineated stream crossings.  

There is no set percentage of construction funds required for aesthetic design for 
the proposed project. The TxDOT Corpus Christi District does provide aesthetic 
designs for some projects on an as needed basis. However there is no set 
percentage assigned to each project. 

Comment noted. 

4.  John D. Bradford 
     Raymondville, TX

Comment:  I'm Johnny Bradford of Valley Telephone Co-op. Our cooperative 
supports this well thought out plan. We've looked at it every chance we've had, 
and we certainly do support it any way we can, and we do thank you for making 
these available to us in these rural counties. We certainly do appreciate it. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

Riviera Public Hearing 

5.  J. T. Hubert 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  I'd like to make some comments, but not as an official, but as a 
member of this community.  I just have some concerns that I wish the board 
would address when it decides to make whatever decision it decides to make.  The 
first thing is most of the existing businesses on 77 rely on highway traffic.  A 
bypass -- to bypass these businesses or destroy these businesses is the same as 
paving a road.  Expanding the current highway would give the businesses a fair 
price for their property and allow them to relocate along the expanded highway 
and continue their businesses, thus not destroying the nature of the community.  
Using the existing roadway would minimize the impact on the environment by 
paving over less new land, developing less new land, not isolating properties that 
currently allow wildlife on the islands between the roads, and encouraging 
redevelopment of economically vital stretches, limiting sprawl.  Land 
Commissioner (inaudible) himself addressed this recently in an article about the 
use of land.  The highway would further split this community destroying the rural 
-- rural nature of the community by basically making three different parts of the 
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community.  One solution is to build on the existing highway, expand on the 
existing highway, therefore,  keeping the sprawl down, basically keeping the 
nature of our rural community rural, and limiting the impact on  the environment.  
We realize that the commission, of course, the committees, the environmental 
engineers have to   address many different issues, but these are three issues that 
we would like them to address when they come to their solution.   

Response:  During relief route development, investigations were conducted to 
determine which relief route option would provide the best balance in meeting the 
purpose and need while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental 
effects. The investigation included an evaluation of the potential natural, socio-
economic, and cultural impacts, engineering considerations, and stakeholder and 
public input.  While all of the options would meet the project need and purpose, 
the East Relief Route Option was found to provide the best opportunity to 
minimize potential adverse impacts.  Specifically, the East Relief Route  would 
provide the least harm to Riviera’s economy as the 11 businesses along the east 
and west side of US 77 would remain open with access to existing US 77 and SH 
285.  This option also minimizes residential relocations and avoids an impact to a 
church.

Coordination activities were also conducted to discuss the proposed design of the 
project.  As a result of this coordination, refinements to the proposed East Relief 
Route were made following meetings with area businesses and officials in an 
effort to address specific community concerns related to business access.  
Specifically for Riviera, the design of the interchanges north and south of Riviera 
was altered to provide direct access to town with minimal interruption.  The 
improved design would serve the local businesses that rely on US 77 traffic.  
Also, during these meetings, it was discussed that Riviera provides the first or last 
opportunity for travelers headed north or south along US 77 to access service 
stations, food, and/or lodging, as there are not services for 60 miles through 
Kenedy County.   Furthermore, SH 285 which intersects US 77 in Riviera 
provides a connection between US 77, US 281, and the lower Valley around 
McAllen, Texas. This highly traveled roadway and its connection to US 77 would 
continue to provide patronage for Riviera businesses.

While the East Relief Route would impact approximately 154 acres of ranch and 
farm lands, consideration was taken to avoid bisecting large properties by 
following property lines and ensuring access to properties that were divided to the 
greatest extent practicable.  In addition, field investigations and coordination with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service were conducted to determine the potential 
impact the East Relief Route would have on the natural environment.  This 
included resources such as wildlife habitat, state and federally-listed threatened 
and endangered species, wetlands, and waters of the US.  The results of these 
investigations indicated that while land would be converted to future highway use, 
the proposed project did not significantly impact the natural resources in the area.

As suggested by the commenter, two relief route options were considered for 
expanding US 77 through Riviera, a Riviera through option which would be at-
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grade or street-level, and a Riviera elevated option which would be on a bridge.  
The Riviera through option would create community impacts, including the 
relocation of six residences, eight active businesses and one church along the east 
side of US 77. The socioeconomic impacts of this option would be substantial, as 
the eight active businesses represent the majority of businesses within the 
community.  In addition, adequate replacement commercial and retail space is 
very limited in the immediate area.  As a result, relocation opportunities would 
likely be in the existing residential areas adjacent to the US 77 highway or outside 
of Riviera; thereby, changing the character of the neighborhood or negatively 
impacting the economy. 

Although the Riviera elevated option would narrow the proposed ROW by 
approximately 100 feet, it does not substantially reduce the impact on Riviera’s 
socio-economic resources.   In addition,  the potential for noise impacts is greater 
with the elevated option as the roadway’s higher elevation allows the noise to  
transmit further distances.  Noise mitigation measures for such effects are limited 
and would increase project costs.

Finally, constructing a highway through the center of Riviera would be very 
disruptive and take approximately four years to complete.  As there are limited 
detour routes available, traffic control would be very complicated and maintaining 
access to the businesses and local street network would be very complicated. 

The results of the relief route investigations indicated that the impacts associated 
with the East Relief Route would not be substantial when compared to the other 
options initially considered.  As a result, the East Relief Route would provide the 
best opportunity to meet the project need and purpose while minimizing overall 
environmental impacts and was advanced for detailed evaluation. 

Detailed information regarding the relief route development and evaluation is 
included in the Environmental Assessment in Section 3.0. 

6.  David T. Garcia 
      Falfurrias, TX  

Comment:  Good evening.  As the speaker indicated, my name is David Garcia 
from   Falfurrias and I (inaudible) Falfurrias Utility Board.   As you're aware, 
Falfurrias is undergoing its own   project and I'm not here to try to convince you 
whether your project is good or not, but I'll give you some of the mistakes we 
made.                   

We had a meeting like this and we were told that the project was going to be done 
way down the road so we really didn't participate, we really get our objections 
registered because we thought it was coming, you know, 2050 and we also 
thought that we couldn't impact (inaudible), okay?  So now this is your 
opportunity to get organized if you disagree with what’s being proposed.
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Now, I have nothing against the State, but the State's goal is to move traffic 
quickly and the cheapest way possible.  That's -- that's the bottom line.  Yes, they 
do consider local people but that's not their main objective.  Y'all are local.  It's 
your job to get organized real quick if you disagree with what they're doing.  
That's number one.   

Number two, in Falfurrias, there was a lot of utilities that had to be moved.  We 
had to pay for a good part of that.  Now, the mistake we made was -- in hindsight 
was that all of a sudden they came down and said, "Hey, the president is giving us 
incentive money and if we get our package together, we'll get it."  And I don't 
know if it was their fault or ours.  I'm not saying it well but we kind of understood 
that we would get the concessions by cooperating.  Well, there's no concessions, 
folks.

Now, they're fair.  The State's going to give you exactly what the regulations say.  
Now, the negotiators are real smooth and they're great but their auditors have big 
glasses and red heads so you're only going to get what the State allows by the 
rules.  So we should have taken more time and studied the local costs before we 
sped up our process, and we sped up our process a whole bunch to get it done, 
basically shot ourselves in the foot.

My third statement is that if you're in agreement with this, it is going to impact the 
way you live locally, how you come in from (inaudible), economic development 
out there.  Y'all need to start addressing that locally with your local officials.  
There's grants out there for development, for utilities.  You need to start working 
on that now.  If you can anticipate what the State's going to do and start getting 
some of those grants and start laying some of those lines so less of any negative 
impact this project will be having on you locally, okay?  So it's something you 
can do.  You can  lay some county roads around there that might make --  you 
know -- get around this interstate easier if you  want, but you are (inaudible) a 
little bit and it takes  time so you need to start addressing it.  But if you're against 
this project -- okay.  I see the red flag. Y'all need to organize real quick, get your 
local officials involved, get professional help, and start telling them what your 
objectives are.  Don't let the time go by. 

Response: Comment noted.

7.  Robert Valenzuela 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  No comments,  please. 

Response: Comment noted.

Kingsville Public Hearing 

8.  Vincent J. Capell 
City Manager – City of Kingsville 
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Comment:  I don't know if it's good to be first off or not.  Thank you.  My name 
is Vince Capell, I'm the City Manager for the City of Kingsville, and I'm excited 
about this project.  I'm glad we're here and we have an opportunity to comment.   
Specifically, I'm concerned, or want to know more at some point, about sound 
walls.  That's what I call them,  I'm not sure if that's what you call them.  But the 
City of Kingsville is longer than it is narrow, and 77 runs the entire length.  Some 
of these overpasses are going to be higher, sound will travel farther, and so, as a 
City Manager, we're concerned about the quality of life and available -- and sound 
pollution is a very critical issue in that.  So, I guess I'm here to encourage 
consideration of that.  And I think there was a public hearing a few weeks ago on 
that issue, and I think some surveys were taken for area property owners, but this 
is something that I think my commission is interested in.  I know I am.  And 
where I was before, we would drive around -- not in Texas -- and see some 
communities that had all the sound walls they wanted, and other communities, 
like the one I live in, have very few, if any.  And so I think the public gets a 
perception when they drive around and they ask the question, "why does this 
community have one off of an Interstate and this community does not?"  And 
sometimes when you do the research, you find out there's a logical reason why 
some do and some don't.  But we'll be doing those kinds of comparisons, and I 
would simply ask that you give that full consideration for the City of Kingsville as 
you go through this process.  Thank you. 

Response: A noise analysis was conducted and documented in the 
Environmental Assessment (Section 4.12).  There are five noise walls planned for 
the City of Kingsville. They are located on the east side of US 77 just south of E. 
Kenedy Avenue to just south of Louisiana Street.  This analysis and information 
was utilized by the TxDOT’s Corpus Christi District to advance improvements in 
the City of Kingsville as a separated state sponsored environmental study.  A 
public meeting for the state sponsored project was held with affected property 
owners adjacent to the proposed noise barriers on January 5, 2012.  The design 
parameters of the noise barriers such as height, width, length, and noise reduction 
were discussed during the meeting. A vote was then taken at the public meeting 
with the majority of the property owners in favor of the barriers.  Further design 
refinement of the barriers will now go forward in accordance with TxDOT policy.

9.  Darrell Vaughter 
      Kingsville, TX  
       

Comment:  My name is Darrell Vaughter.  There's a magic word called WIIFM; 
what's in it for me?  Now, I'm not being selfish.  What's in it for you?  What's in it 
for our county?  What's in it for our city?  What's in it for our state?  So, I have 
some questions.  I first want to compliment these people that are our visitors, very 
polite, very courteous.  I applaud you.  Appreciate it.  But what's in it for me?  I 
know that you're bringing the highway up to standards, but I would like to have 
more details.  You're going to build structures; you're going to do this.  How is it 
going to affect me?  Now, I'm not the big guy here, I have 24 feet in a little over 
less than two miles.  But it seems to me like, way back when, when we gave the 
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second lane of Highway 77, somebody said "if you do this, we'll never take any 
more land from you."   Is that right?  I know you can't answer, but I have that 
question.   The other is:  Exactly what are you going to do?  It's a big project, our 
little section of land is the third largest expenditure of money.  Is it really 
necessary?  Thank you. 

Response:  Within the US 77 corridor, there are transportation problems that 
would support the following need statements for major transportation 
improvements to US 77: 

At-grade intersections compromise safety on this high-speed highway facility 
At-grade intersections within the project limits experience higher accident 
rates 
Projected increases in traffic on US 77 will increase the potential for incidents 
associated with the numerous at-grade intersections 
System continuity does not meet driver expectations. 

In response to the need for improvements, the purpose of the proposed project is 
to improve safety, mobility, and continuity within the US 77 project corridor.  To 
achieve this purpose, proposed improvements for the US 77 corridor would 
address the following objectives to improve:  

Traffic-related safety within communities located on US 77 
Safety for through-traffic 
Traffic mobility 
System continuity 

The Environmental Assessment along with the project schematics gives the 
complete details and the reasoning on why the construction to upgrade US 77 is 
proposed. The Environmental Assessment also discloses the social, environmental 
and economical effects the proposed project will have on the affected areas.  Once 
the project is concluded, motorist utilizing US 77 would benefit from a safer 
transportation facility.

10.  C. G. Lopez 
      Kingsville, TX  
       

Comment:  Ditto comments with the gentleman before me, as far as customer 
service that y'all provided and third parties and staff.  One of the questions I 
would comment, along with him, is I noticed that towards the end is when you 
said 69 could be gradually encompassed with the different funding structures.  So, 
I don't understand.  There has to be a higher goal, and, of course, funding is 
always an issue.  Is that one of the things to look at, that you want to make 69 
designated so that leaves you a better way to get more funding faster instead of 
the state, or what is the reason? 
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At the end, you said that would be one thing to do, is to bring 77 to 69 standards, 
but little by little as funding was promoted, achieved.  And I don't know if you 
can answer that.  If you can't, you can put it in the newspaper later. 

Yes, partially.  My background is I'm a Vietnam Veteran, I worked at the Navy 
Base for 35 years, and I have veterans that are 18-wheeler drivers.  Every day 
they're driving from San Antonio to  Houston, so one of the comments they said 
was to tell  you is that the road is getting real bad from  Raymondville.  It's slick.  
So if you can encompass that to work it in to make that possible.  Because we're 
talking about a long time, we might be dead in this time frame.   

The other one is -- to make it short coming off of King Street, along there, there's 
some bad places.  When you yield, 18-wheelers are coming down full blast and 
there's been three accidents already.  The other road is a back gate to the base.  
People just love to cross those two roads.  So if you can some way bring it in.  I 
talked to an engineer that was there before, and he said studies have to be done 
and 15 people have to die before they let me put in a little barrier right there 
where Wal-Mart is.  They didn't put a barrier, and anybody can turn and fall into 
the ditch. So if the highway department could look at those situations as we 
progress, 25 years or whatever. 

Response:  In accordance with Federal Law [Intermodal Surface Transportation 
Efficiency Act of 1991, Sections 1105(c) and 1105 (e), as amended)] this section 
of U.S. 77 shall be designated as Interstate Route I-69 when it is determined that 
the segment meets the Interstate design standards and connects to an existing 
Interstate. The US 77 Upgrade Project Development Plan, presented at the public 
hearings, was developed to accomplish the upgrade to Interstate standards in a 25 
year timeframe based on the availability of funding.  As the upgrade of US 77 is 
constructed from the existing terminus of I-69 in Robstown, Texas, TxDOT will 
request that FHWA officially designate the upgraded portion of US 77 as I-69.

The area of US 77 being discussed is the completed section in the Kingsville area.  
The Corpus Christi District will have to perform independent studies in order to 
address any issues associated with past construction. 

11.  Lance Hamm 
      Kingsville, TX  
       

Comment:  I think that was a good comment, what the gentleman brought up 
earlier.  What is in it for us in Kingsville?  Small community.  And I think, 
overall, we can agree that in the long run when the project is done, it's going to be 
saving lives.  We're going to get these at-grade intersections fixed and we're going 
to save lives. I've recently talked to the city commissioner, and I've pointed out 
that Highway 77, as far as what I can tell from city data, that we've had 31 
fatalities on Highway 77 in the Kingsville city limits in the last 31 years.  I don't 
think that's very safe.  And so my concern tonight is, although this project is going 
to get done in the next 10, 15, 20 years, how are we going to save lives in the 
short term?  And my biggest concern, right now on Highway 77 in Kingsville city 
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limits, we have intersections, like was brought up earlier, the one there at King 
Avenue had a motorcycle fatality this summer.  Nothing was done with it.  It's 
still unsafe.  It's a merge lane, but you don't get the normal decision time that 
other normal merge lanes have.  We have intersections, at-grade intersections, that 
have yellow flashing lights, which is great, but we also have intersections that 
don't have yellow flashing lights.  We have intersections that have turn lanes left 
and right that are marked with paint on the highway, but we have other 
intersections that don't have turn lanes.  We have intersections and decision points 
that have overhead illumination, but we have other decision points and at-grade 
intersections that don't have overhead illumination. It seems to me that if we're 
going to be safe on Highway 77 at one intersection, we should be consistent 
throughout the whole city limits and get all these standards complete throughout 
the whole highway and do it now, and don't wait for the completion of the project 
in 15 or 20 years.  Do it now.  Save lives now, before the end of the project.  And 
then, in conclusion, I was noticing your handout there, the need for the project, 
and it says "at-grade intersections compromise safety on this high-speed highway 
facility."  It's right there, "at-grade intersections compromise safety," and that's 
what we're trying to avoid is to get these overpasses.  The other comment, the last 
part of it is "high-speed highway facility."  Why, in Kingsville, are we driving at 
65 miles an hour in Kingsville?  65 miles per hour, that's what they have in 
Corpus Christi on the Crosstown Expressway where they have Interstate 
standards.  We don't have Interstate standards out here.  It's at-grade intersections 
with zero miles per hour right onto the highway.  It's crazy that we're going 65 
miles an hour in Kingsville and have 31 fatalities in 30 years.  It just doesn't make 
any sense.  Thank you. 

Response: Within the US 77 corridor, there are transportation problems that 
would support the following need statements for major transportation 
improvements to US 77: 

At-grade intersections compromise safety on this high-speed highway facility 
At-grade intersections within the project limits experience higher accident 
rates 
Projected increases in traffic on US 77 will increase the potential for incidents 
associated with the numerous at-grade intersections 
System continuity does not meet driver expectations. 

In response to the need for improvements, the purpose of the proposed project is 
to improve safety, mobility, and continuity within the US 77 project corridor.  To 
achieve this purpose, proposed improvements for the US 77 corridor would 
address the following objectives to improve:  

Traffic-related safety within communities located on US 77 
Safety for through-traffic 
Traffic mobility 
System continuity 
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The US 77 Upgrade Project, in the Kingsville area, is to correct the safety issues 
that exist on the sections of highway that have not been upgraded to freeway 
standards. The Corpus Christi District will have to perform independent studies in 
order to address any issues associated with past construction. 

In sections of US 77 that do meet freeway standards, the speed limit is set for the 
freeway operation. 

12.  David Rosse 
      Kingsville, TX  
       

Comment:  Thank you for your time.  I just want to make sure -- I visited with 
some of the staff on the drainage that will be coming from those fields on the west 
side, and there's only just a few places where it crosses underneath 77 and what 
that's created is those people get flooded, mainly Ricardo, on the east side of 
Ricardo all the way up to 2120.  So I want to encourage y'all, from the south Y all 
the way past the creek, to try to bring -- take the water south instead of bringing it 
to the east.   That will alleviate a lot of flooding in the Ricardo area. Those people, 
they get inundated, and I've only got one little ditch.  It's kind of in a slump, and 
one little ditch to drain that whole area once it floods.  Do whatever you can to 
make sure that we can take as much water on the west side of 77 south, and all the 
people in Ricardo will really appreciate it.  Thank you. 

Response: The main drainage feature near the Ricardo area is the Jaboncillos 
Creek located just south of Ricardo. The existing bridges provide for 120 feet 
opening and the new bridges will span 240 feet thereby doubling the span length. 
The bridges will accommodate the Interstate standard of a 50-year storm. In 
Ricardo, just north of CR 2150, there is an existing 24 inch pipe culvert that will 
be replaced with four 5'x2' box culverts. Also, just north of that location another 
single 4'x2' box culvert will be replaced with four 5'x2' box culverts. This will 
improve the water way opening in the Ricardo area. (Appendix G of the 
Environmental Assessment - Sheet 36) 

Written Comments

13.  David Garcia 
      Brownsville, TX  

Comment:  I am in full support of the project. Need to find the funds to build out 
corridor as quickly as possible. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

14.  Pete Sepulveda, Jr. 
      Brownsville, TX  

Comment:  Support the improvements to the US 77 corridor. 
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Response:  Comment noted. 

15.  Alfonso Vallejo 
      Brownsville, TX  

Comment:  I am in favor of the project. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

16.  Glenda Holland Mize 
      Kingsville, TX 

Comment:  I live in Ricardo just north of the Co-Op. The way the access roads 
are proposed, I will have to drive 4 extra miles to get home when coming from 
south of Ricardo. There is no convenient access to my home when coming from 
the south. Even if one were to exit at the crosspoint in Ricardo, you could not get 
to my home. 

Response:  In the conversion of an existing highway to a freeway, access to the 
mainlanes must be controlled.  Essentially, access to the mainlanes would be 
provided by entrance and exit ramps. Interchange overpasses will only be 
provided at major public cross roads. Overpasses will not be provided at 
individual residences.

17.  Judith L. Bone-Wilson 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  Well you have messed up 281 at Falfurrias real bad. Will you please 
just leave us alone. Thank you. Mrs. JB Wilson 

Response:  Comment noted. 

18.  Yolanda Cruz 
      Bishop, TX  

Comment:  I understand that overpasses are scheduled for Bishop; However I am 
concerned about safety issues with our school which is located off of 6th Street 
and Hwy 77. I would like to see if priority could be given to the Bishop Overpass 
Project due to Kingsville and Bishop students driving off of US Hwy 77. 

Response:  The timing of the construction projects are contained in The Project 
Development Plan contained in the Environmental Assessment and presented at 
the public hearing. The timing of the construction for project sections is 
dependent on the funds made available to TxDOT. As a result, the proposed 
upgrade of US 77 near Bishop could be advanced sooner than the currently 
programmed date of 2019. 

13



The potential for interim safety improvements can be considered.  TxDOT 
District personnel will contact the Bishop CISD specifically to discuss these 
requests. 

19.  Jaimie Ingold 
      Driscoll, TX  

Comment:  We are the only residence impacted by the east relief route and want 
to make sure we are in the loop. E-mail jamie-ingold@usgs.gov 

Response:  Comment noted. 

20.  Rosie Colin 
      Corpus Christi, TX  

Comment:  Thank you for the information & completing the due diligence 
outreach to the community. We support this project. 

Response:  Comment noted.  

21.  Foster Edwards 
      Corpus Christi, TX  

Comment:  The Corpus Christi Chamber is in favor of the US 77 Highway 
upgrade as presented to us at a meeting on January 3, 2012 at the Port of Corpus 
Christi Ortiz Center. The route presented is cost efficient and logical. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

22.  Rudy Garza 
      Corpus Christi, TX  

Comment:  How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time. I like the layout and 
project plan. Communities will need to band together to seek funding in whatever 
pieces we can get it. I'm impressed with the planning. Please let us know how the 
City of CC can assist at State and Federal level. 

Response:  Comment noted.  

23.  Nelda Martinez 
      Corpus Christi, TX  

Comment:  I believe the US 77 Highway Upgrade is long overdue. We have had 
significant growth in this corridor and the upgrade is necessary.  It is about 
connectivity and moving products efficiently, effectively and safely to meet 
transportation demands. Thank you! Nelda Martinez 

Response:  Comment noted. 
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 24.  Charles Fanhauser 
      Harlingen, TX  

Comment:  Re: Comments on US 77 Highway Upgrade 

Dear Sirs: 

I read the article in the paper with the basic idea of the upgrade to Interstate Status 
for US Highway 77 from Raymondville, Texas through Robstown, Texas.  

I am adamantly opposed to any portion of this highway being a Toll Road. The 
reason is we, the citizens of the Valley, do not have very many alternatives to 
connect to the other parts of the state, and therefore to have even the basic access 
you would impose an additional fee upon us to do so. Metropolitan Areas such as 
Austin, San Antonio, Dallas and Houston all should have many toll roads because 
they do have many basic avenues of access to other parts of the state, which we 
do not have. Unless things have changed I understand that there is a toll road on 
US 281 in the Falfurrias area. Thus if you made US 77 also a toll road, that would 
leave us basically with US 83 as the only major egress route for the entire Valley 
that is not a toll highway. I do not think this is a fair situation to cause citizens of 
the Valley to have to travel to Laredo, along the dangerous Mexican Border 
before we can then turn northward and travel to Corpus Christi, San Antonio, etc.  

I also have my doubts about the need to create loops around the towns of Riviera 
and Driscoll, as I think that this would ultimately harm them economically.  They 
presently have in my opinion, sufficient space along the existing route of US 77 to 
incorporate the Interstate highway and its related frontage roads.  This will put 
this major traffic venue close to the existing business areas as well as would not 
destroy even more land needed for agricultural production. I have seen the 
devastation wrought upon the communities of Raymondville, Lyford and 
Sebastian when the current "expressway" was routed around the business centers 
of those communities in the late 1960's and early 1970's.  There only recently has 
been some economic growth along the new corridors, and yet the original 
business areas continue to wallow in decay.

Sincerely, Charles FankhauserI believe the US 77 Highway Upgrade is long 
overdue. We have had significant growth in this corridor and the upgrade is 
necessary.  It is about connectivity and moving products efficiently, effectively 
and safely to meet transportation demands. Thank you! Nelda Martinez 

Response:  TxDOT was directed to consider tolling for new location and added 
capacity transportation projects to offset budgetary constraints. At this time, 
TxDOT has not confirmed whether the collection of tolls will be utilized on the 
Riviera and Driscoll relief route portion of the US 77 Upgrade Project.  
Additional studies are needed to determine if tolling this facility is reasonable 
when considering the future projected traffic volumes.  If tolling the relief routes 
would occur in the future, TxDOT would inform the public of this decision.
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During relief route development, investigations were conducted to determine 
which relief route option would provide the best balance in meeting the need and 
purpose while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental effects. The 
investigation included an evaluation of the potential natural, socio-economic, and 
cultural impacts, engineering considerations, and stakeholder and public input.  
While all of the options would meet the project need and purpose, the East Relief 
Route Option was found to provide the best opportunity to minimize potential 
adverse impacts.  Further information regarding the selection of the East Relief 
Route Option can be found in the Environmental Assessment (Section 3.3). 

25.  Tom Niskala 
      Corpus Christi, TX  

Comment:  The Transportation Policy Committee of the Corpus Christi 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is on record of supporting the 
upgrade of US 77 from Corpus Christi to the Valley to Interstate Standards. These 
improvements will be beneficial to South Texas and improving US 77 to interstate 
standards will enhance this critical international trade corridor 

Upgrading US 77 to interstate standards will: 

* Improve safety by eliminating at grade crossings; 
* Improve air quality by reducing vehicle emissions; 
* Improve the movement of freight from our International Ports of Entry to our 
major distribution centers; 
* Improve the travel time for commerce and personal travel.  

The upgrading of US 77 is an integral part of the transportation and network 
improvements in Nueces and San Patricio counties. The MPO will make every 
effort to support and compliment the work of TxDOT to see these improvements 
become a reality. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

26.  Noel Padden 
      Sarita, TX  

Comment:  Good Morning: The following comments are made on behalf of the 
Kenedy County Fire & Emergency Services District No. 1 We are the primary 
response agency for fires within all of Kenedy County. US. 77 is obviously the 
main highway that transports goods, services, and people through Kenedy 
County. The Fire District is excited about the plans to update this major north-
south corridor. We are supportive of the various proposed grade separated 
crossings and partial interchanges. 

We do have a concern about the elimination of all crossovers within Kenedy 
County. There are currently 53 crossovers at various locations along US 77. These 
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crossovers are heavily used by all public safety agencies including the Kenedy 
County Sheriff's Office, the Fire District, Texas Department of Public Safety and 
various emergency medical entities. As you are aware, a majority of traffic 
traveling US 77 within Kenedy County are passing through. Due to the very rural 
nature of the County, the traveling public does not know the names of the various 
ranches and have no idea exactly where they are should emergency services be 
required. The only landmarks they may know are the US Border Patrol Inland 
Check Point and the rest area. When they need emergency services, they are 
unlikely to provide an accurate location. As a result, these crossovers provide 
important access for emergency services to turn around when looking for the 
emergency. It is noted that the proposed new road signs at various overpasses and 
partial interchanges will help solve part of this problem.  

We understand part of this upgrade requires following Federal guidelines for 
limiting entering and exiting high-speed roadways. We also understand that 
keeping all 53 crossovers is not practical. However, a limited number of these 
crossovers are needed to provide adequate emergency services to the traveling 
public. Restricting access to these crossovers to "emergency vehicles" or for 
"official use only" have been used successfully throughout Texas and other states. 
It is recommended that these crossovers be maintained at no less than every two 
to four miles and restrict the use to emergency and official business. We believe 
this is a reasonable accommodation to insure (ensure?) the safety of the traveling 
public.

Thank you for considering our concerns and alternatives. We look forward to 
working with you on this important upgrade to US 77. Sincerely, Noel Padden, 
Fire Chief 

Response:  There are sixteen full interchanges proposed for Kenedy County. The 
distances vary from 0.9 mile to 6.7 miles between interchanges. Most of the 
interchanges will have less than 4 miles separation. There are five areas where the 
distance exceeds 4.0 miles.  When the existing crossovers are being prepared for 
removal a request may be made to propose areas of emergency crossovers for Fire 
and Emergency Services only traffic. These proposed crossovers must be 
approved by FHWA and designed to discourage use by the general traveling 
public.

27.  Toby Yaklin 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  I feel the highway should go through town not to the eastside. Most 
buildings are old and some can not even get sewer to them. The drainage for rain 
water is very poor in town and if it was put through town this could be corrected 
at the same time by draining it to the creek. It would be safer to cross over to the 
west side with overpasses and it would tie 285 into the interstate which will have 
to be done sometime which means you would kill more businesses in the future. It 
will cost the county money to close dead end roads, make it harder for fire and 
ambulance services, and inconvenience the residence (residents?) that have to go 
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all the way to 771 or 628 to go where they need to go. All these cut up farm 
properties have no real value to the owner. Thanks Toby Yaklin. 

Response:  During relief route development, investigations were conducted to 
determine which relief route option would provide the best balance in meeting the 
purpose and need while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental 
effects. The investigation included an evaluation of the potential natural, socio-
economic, and cultural impacts, engineering considerations, and stakeholder and 
public input.  While all of the options would meet the project need and purpose, 
the East Relief Route Option was found to provide the best opportunity to 
minimize potential adverse impacts.  Specifically, the East Relief Route would 
provide the least harm to Riviera’s economy as the 11 businesses along the east 
and west side of US 77 would remain open with access to existing US 77 and SH 
285.  This option also minimizes residential relocations and avoids impacts to a 
church.

Coordination activities and public meetings were also conducted to discuss the 
proposed design of the project.  As a result of these meetings and coordination 
efforts, refinements to the proposed East Relief Route were made to address 
specific community concerns related to town access.  Specifically for Riviera, the 
design of the interchanges north and south of Riviera was altered to provide direct 
access to town with minimal interruption.  The improved design would serve the 
local businesses that rely on US 77 traffic.  In addition, changes were made to 
improve access on the local road network for traffic circulation including fire and 
ambulance services.  Frontage locations were also shifted to better accommodate 
local movements including school bus routes and emergency services.  Two 
added interchanges were developed to aid the access of communities surrounding 
County Road 2280 and County Road 2290.

Additionally when locating the east relief route option, efforts were made to avoid 
bisecting large properties by following property lines to the greatest extent 
practicable.  We recognize that this is not always possible.  In these cases, during 
the final design and right-of-way phase of the project, TxDOT would work with 
the property owners to assess potential damages to the entire property.  This is 
conducted on a case by case basis when right-of-way procurement is underway. 

As suggested by the commenter, two relief route options were considered for 
expanding US 77 through Riviera, a Riviera through option which would be at-
grade or street-level, and a Riviera elevated option which would be on a bridge.  
The Riviera through option would create community impacts, including the 
relocation of six residences, eight active businesses and one church along the east 
side of US 77. The socioeconomic impacts of this option would be substantial, as 
the eight active businesses represent the majority of businesses within the 
community.  In addition, adequate replacement commercial and retail space is 
very limited in the immediate area.  As a result, relocation opportunities would 
likely be in the existing residential areas adjacent to the US 77 highway or outside 
of Riviera; thereby, changing the character of the neighborhood or negatively 
impacting the economy. 
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Although the Riviera elevated option would narrow the proposed ROW by 
approximately 100 feet, it does not substantially reduce the impact on Riviera’s 
socio-economic resources.   In addition, the potential for noise impacts is greater 
with the elevated option as the roadway’s higher elevation allows the noise to 
transmit further distances.  Noise mitigation measures for such effects are limited 
and would increase project costs.

Finally, constructing a highway through the center of Riviera would be very 
disruptive and take approximately four years to complete.  As there are limited 
detour routes available, traffic control would be very complicated and maintaining 
access to the businesses and local street network would be very complicated. 

The results of the relief route investigations indicated that the impacts associated 
with the East Relief Route would not be substantial when compared to the other 
options initially considered.  As a result, the East Relief Route would provide the 
best opportunity to meet the project need and purpose while minimizing overall 
environmental impacts and was advanced for detailed evaluation. 

Detailed information regarding the relief route development and evaluation is 
included in the Environmental Assessment in Section 3.0. 

As part of the construction costs associated with US 77 upgrade improvements, 
TxDOT would be pay for any closing of County Roads that tie into US77. 

Finally in designing highway drainage systems, the primary objective is to 
properly accommodate surface run-off along and across the highway right-of-way 
through the application of sound hydraulic principles. The highway hydraulic 
designs are not generally to solve existing flooding problems. The criteria of 
either the Build Alternative design or the through option are not to increase the 
base flood elevation to a level that would violate applicable floodplain regulations 
and ordinances. The design will provide, at a minimum, at least the same flood 
flow capacity and there fore should not adversely increase the water surface 
elevation above the existing conditions of delineating stream crossings. 

28.  Barbara Colston 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  1. Extremely concerned about what this major freeway will do to our 
rural community and to businesses along corridor. 
2. Extremely concerned about living across the street from a major truck weigh 
station.
   A. Decrease my property value 
   B. Noise of trucks stopping and starting all day/all night 
   C. Lights - Huge lights all night long 
   D.  Aesthetics of truck weigh station 
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Those of us immediately by weigh station have very nice ranches. This will be an 
eyesore for sure! 

Response:  The location of the proposed weigh station was the result of 
coordination between the Kleberg County and Department of Public Service. A 
noise analysis was conducted that included the area where the truck weigh station 
would be located.  It was determined that there were no noise receptors where the 
noise impact would exceed the absolute or relative criterion that the FHWA has 
established following the Noise Abatement Criteria. The County in cooperation 
with the Department of Public Service will be responsible for building the weigh 
station along with the additional lighting, if required.   

29.  Rolanda Quintanilla, Jr.
      Kingsville, TX  

Comment:  At this point $83,119,322.00 have been funded as noted yellow/gold 
highlighted areas good job John Casey, John Mack very resourceful. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

30.  Kathleen Wolf 
      Harlingen, TX  

Comment:  I fully support the efforts to bring US 77 up to interstate standards to  
receive the I-69 designation.  The South Texas area has been deprived of an 
interstate far too long. It is an economic development issue of great importance. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

31.  T.J. Brown 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  To the west of Riviera is the Ising (?) Ranch. East of Riviera is a 
small area of farming and cattle-raising that a lot of people make a part or all of 
their living off of.  The Riviera By Pass will cause many families to leave home 
and fan to much property. TEXDOT needs to think of the property and people this 
By Pass will affect. Build a Over Pass thru Riviera and keep Hy 77 on its present 
course. I am a land owner east of Riviera. T. J. Brown 

Response:  During relief route development, investigations were conducted to 
determine which relief route option would provide the best balance in meeting the 
purpose and need while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental 
effects. The investigation included an evaluation of the potential natural, socio-
economic, and cultural impacts, engineering considerations, and stakeholder and 
public input.  While all of the options would meet the project need and purpose, 
the East Relief Route Option was found to provide the best opportunity to 
minimize potential adverse impacts.  Specifically, the East Relief Route would 
provide the least harm to Riviera’s economy as the 11 businesses along the east 
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and west side of US 77 would remain open with access to existing US 77 and SH 
285.  This option also minimizes residential relocations and avoids impacts to a 
church.

Additionally when locating the east relief route option, efforts were made to avoid 
bisecting large properties by following property lines to the greatest extent 
practicable.  We recognize that this is not always possible.  In these cases, during 
the final design and right-of-way phase of the project, TxDOT would work with 
the property owners to assess potential damages to the entire property.  This is 
conducted on a case by case basis when right-of-way procurement is underway. 

As mentioned by the commenter, two relief route options were considered for 
expanding US 77 through Riviera, a Riviera through option which would be at-
grade or street-level, and a Riviera elevated option which would be on a bridge.  
The Riviera through option would create community impacts, including the 
relocation of six residences, eight active businesses and one church along the east 
side of US 77. The socioeconomic impacts of this option would be substantial, as 
the eight active businesses represent the majority of businesses within the 
community.  In addition, adequate replacement commercial and retail space is 
very limited in the immediate area.  As a result, relocation opportunities would 
likely be in the existing residential areas adjacent to the US 77 highway or outside 
of Riviera; thereby, changing the character of the neighborhood or negatively 
impacting the economy. 

Although the Riviera elevated option would narrow the proposed ROW by 
approximately 100 feet, it does not substantially reduce the impact on Riviera’s 
socio-economic resources.   In addition, the potential for noise impacts is greater 
with the elevated option as the roadway’s higher elevation allows the noise to 
transmit further distances.  Noise mitigation measures for such effects are limited 
and would increase project costs.

Finally, constructing a highway through the center of Riviera would be very 
disruptive and take approximately four years to complete.  As there are limited 
detour routes available, traffic control would be very complicated and maintaining 
access to the businesses and local street network would be very complicated. 

The results of the relief route investigations indicated that the impacts associated 
with the East Relief Route would not be substantial when compared to the other 
options initially considered.  As a result, the East Relief Route would provide the 
best opportunity to meet the project need and purpose while minimizing overall 
environmental impacts and was advanced for detailed evaluation. 

Detailed information regarding the relief route development and evaluation is 
included in the Environmental Assessment in Section 3.0. 

32.  Ralph Coker 
      Corpus Christi, TX  
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Comment:  Raising US-77 to Interstate standards as part of I-69 from I-37 to the 
Valley is critically important to the economic growth of the Corpus Christi area. 
US-77 handles a very large number of freight trucks created by NAFTA trade 
with Mexico. That traffic is projected to more than double in future years. Access 
to interstate highways is a high priority for companies selecting new sites for 
expansion.  US-77 is an essential link between the Corpus Christi Port and 
Mexico. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

33.  Joe Diaz 
      Bishop, TX  

Comment:  I request that you consider moving up the timing of at least one of the 
two overpasses planned for Phase "V" at US 77 and 6th Street in Bishop, TX.  
This crossover is used extensively by our students, parents, and school buses 
during the school year.  Golden Acres on the East side of US 77 has a good 
number of students who attend our schools and have to cross US 77 to get to our 
campuses every morning and afternoon during the school year.  We also have a 
rather large number of transfer students from Kingsville that use this crossover 
during their morning commute to our campuses.  We have had many accidents at 
these intersections not to mention the many near misses that go unreported. The 
current timing for this section is slated for Sept of 2019, which is just too long to 
wait and risk the safety of our students.

I also request that you consider reducing the speed limit on this stretch of US 77 
until we get the overpasses. Maybe a School Zone such as Driscoll and Ricardo 
enjoy. You are welcome to attend any of our School Board meetings to discuss 
further. Please contact our Superintendent Christina Gutierrez to find out dates 
and times.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Response:  The timing of the construction projects are outlined in the Project 
Development Plan contained in the Environmental Assessment and presented at 
the public hearing. The timing of the construction for project sections is 
dependent on the funds made available to TxDOT.  As a result, the proposed 
upgrade of US 77 near Bishop could be advanced sooner than the currently 
programmed date of 2019.   

The potential for interim safety improvements such as a designated school zone 
speed limit can be considered.  TxDOT district personnel will contact the Bishop 
CISD specifically to discuss these requests.   

34.  Sarita Armstrong 
      Armstrong, TX  

Comment:  We would like to change some of the interchange/exit names that you 
currently have on record. Here is a list of the changes requested: 
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Tullidos Gate - Change to: Durst Road 
Blanca Gate - Change to: San Carlos Gate 
Twenty Gate - Change to: Tom Gate 
Tim Gate - Change to: John Armstrong Road 
South Zorillo Gate - Change to: Tobin Road 
Zorillo Gate (East) - Change to: Charles Road 
Zorillo Gate (West) - Change to: Medanito Gate 

Thanks. If you have any questions, please call 830-203-0500. 

Response:  Requested changes to incorporate revised interchange/exit names on 
signage have been made on the Design Schematics. (Appendix G of the 
Environmental Assessment - Sheets 19 to 23) 

35.  G. L. “Hoot” Gibson 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  The proposed bypass to the East will definitely alleviate the North-
South bound red-lite congestion in Riviera.

Also, the proposed relocation of the weigh station to the north of FM628 will be a 
homerun for Kleberg County. It will probably increase revenues by about 40% as 
all the Hwy. 285 and FM 628 traffic is now exempt from inspection and 
associated fees.  Kleberg County should send you a thank you note! 

Response:  Comment noted. 

36.  Yvonne Gibson 
      Kingsville, TX  

Comment:  I attended one of your meetings and found it to be very informative. 
Kleberg County will certainly benefit quit(e) a bit from moving the weigh station 
north on Hwy 77 because it will include all the traffic from Hwy 285 to FM 628. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

37.  Glenn Merritt 
      Loyola Beach, TX  

Comment:  Kleberg County will benefit greatly by increased revenue by the 
relocation of the weigh station to the north on Hwy 77 and including the traffic 
from Hwy 285 and FM 628. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

38.  Dick Messbarger 
      Kingsville, TX  
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Comment:  I strongly support upgrade of US 77 to interstate standard.  Traffic on 
US 77 has increased significantly - to the point of creating safety concerns.  I live 
seven (7) miles south of Kingsville and drive US 77 at least twice  a day. Entering 
and exiting US 77 has become more dangerous each week. 

Response:  Comment noted. 

39.  Jo Ann Arnold 
      Driscoll, TX  

Comment:  I probably will be too old to drive when this project starts.  However, 
my concerns are the flooding at 77 and 665 and east from Driscoll on 665. They 
easily flood now. Also I have concerns about the exits because the ones from 
Calallen to Robstown are closed because of water during heavy rains.  Will ours 
be the same?  I understand there will be a bridge over the road and drainage ditch 
south of Driscoll but are you taking in consideration the Matamoros Swell south 
of Driscoll which floods?  I do not know if the Creek Bridge has been raised but 
water was over it in the 60s.  Will it be raised any?  In the meantime, can anything 
be done about the traffic in Driscoll? There is going to be traffic accidents 
because of the people pulling out of the businesses in front of traffic because you 
can not get across. There has already been a death at the intersection of 77 and 
Ave. G.  Pedestrians have no protected crosswalk to get across.  Thank you for 
your consideration.

P.S. There is drainage under the highway but when all the points west of us 
converge into the Creek, it overflows and comes to us in town.  Will any of the 
construction make this worse? 

Response:  The major drainage feature in Driscoll is located at Petronilla Creek 
just to the north of FM 665. The existing bridge on US 77 is approximately 450 
feet long and the proposed bridge for the Driscoll Relief route will be 1750 feet 
long. The Matamoros Swell located south of Driscoll has 5 existing - 6'x4' 
concrete box culverts under the existing US 77. The proposed drainage span 
includes adding 3 additional 6'x4's culverts to the existing 5.  Approximately 34 
box culverts in various locations are proposed along the relief route to handle the 
drainage coming from Driscoll (Appendix G of the Environmental Assessment – 
Sheets 43-45). The hydraulic design of the proposed improvements will be in 
accordance with the current TxDOT and FHWA policy standards. The roadway 
would permit the conveyance of the 100-year flood, inundation of the roadway 
being acceptable, without causing significant damage to the roadway, stream or 
property. The Build Alternative will provide, at a minimum, at least the same 
flood flow capacity and therefore should not adversely increase the water surface 
elevation above the existing conditions.

The proposed project will reduce the traffic volume in Driscoll and help 
accommodate side traffic to enter the existing US 77 lanes in Discoll. 

40.  Karen M. Unterbrink 
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      Riviera ISD, Board of Trustees 
      Riviera, TX  

Comment:  To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter and the enclosed Resolution is in reference to the proposed US 
Highway 77 Bypass at Riviera, Texas.

As a Board, we have studied the location and the reasoning for this bypass given 
by the Texas Dept. of Transportation. we do not, in any way, agree with their 
findings.

The main reason given us for this bypass is to avoid the relocation of several 
businesses along US Hwy 77 at Riviera.  But, 'bypass' means just that  - to go 
around, avoid, sidestep, evade. How can 'bypassing' businesses on Hwy 77 help 
save them?  To 'bypass' a business means certain death.  

Increased traffic within a few hundred yards of our school district also greatly 
increases the potential for danger for our children, bringing drug and illegal 
trafficking even closer to our doorstep. Longer, more difficult bus routes would 
further disrupt our students' lives, as well as increase costs to our district.

Riviera presently contends with the potential for environmental disaster with the 
railroad hauling cargo along the west side of Highway 77.  With the proposed 
bypass on our east side, our community would, literally, be surrounded by the 
potential of an environmental disaster on a daily basis.

To put in a bypass that destroys acres and acres of family-owned farm and pasture 
land, as well as any home that, unfortunately, happens to be in the way is not the 
answer.

As a Board of Trustees and Superintendent of the Riviera Independent School 
District, we contend that this proposal is detrimental to the children of this school 
district, as well as the community as a whole. Enclosed, you will find our 
Resolution in strong opposition to the proposed Hwy 77 Bypass at Riviera.  

With all due respect, we do not believe that the Texas Department of 
Transportation, nor anyone else, is better able to determine what is best for our 
children and our community.  Sincerely, Karen M. Unterbrink, Superintendent of 
Schools.
cc: Governor Rick Perry 
      Senator Eddie Lucio, Jr. 
      Representative J.M. Lozano 
      Mary Helen Berlanga, State Board of Education 
      Congressman Blake Farenthold 

Response:  During relief route development, investigations were conducted to 
determine which relief route option would provide the best balance in meeting the 
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purpose and need while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental 
effects. The investigation included an evaluation of the potential natural, socio-
economic, and cultural impacts, engineering considerations, and stakeholder and 
public input.  While all of the options would meet the project need and purpose, 
the East Relief Route Option was found to provide the best opportunity to 
minimize potential adverse impacts.  Specifically, the East Relief Route would 
provide the least harm to Riviera’s economy as the 11 businesses along the east 
and west side of US 77 would remain open with access to existing US 77 and SH 
285.  This option also minimizes residential relocations and avoids impacts to a 
church.

Coordination activities were also conducted to discuss the proposed design of the 
project.  As a result of this coordination, refinements to the proposed East Relief 
Route were made following meetings with school and public officials in an effort 
to address specific community concerns. In the fall of 2008, Jacobs Engineering 
worked with the Riviera ISD to incorporate the changes to the design schematic to 
help local bus routes as well as general area traffic circulation.   Specifically, the 
design was changed to add an interchange at CR 2280 and extended the proposed 
Frontage Roads from RM 628 to FM 771.  Furthermore, the proposed East Relief 
Route would place mainlane traffic further from Riviera ISD buildings than its 
current conditions with US 77.  The East Relief Route alignment was placed as 
far to the east as engineering constraints would allow.  The alignment is 
approximately 800 feet east of the athletic fields and even further from any 
building structure. 

While the East Relief Route would impact approximately 154 acres of ranch and 
farm lands, consideration was taken to avoid bisecting large properties by 
following property lines and ensuring access to properties that were divided to the 
greatest extent practicable.  In addition, field investigations and coordination with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service were conducted to determine the potential 
impact the East Relief Route would have on the natural environment.  This 
included resources such as wildlife habitat, state and federally-listed threatened 
and endangered species, wetlands, and waters of the US.  The results of these 
investigations indicated that while land would be converted to future highway use, 
the proposed project did not significantly impact the natural resources in the area.

Additional relief route options were considered for expanding US 77 near Riviera.  
Options considered included a West Relief Route, a Riviera through option which 
would be at-grade or street-level, and a Riviera elevated option which would be 
on a bridge.  The Riviera West Relief Route option was dismissed because of the 
potential use (e.g., ROW acquisition) of the King Ranch NHL property, which is 
protected by Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (see 
Section 4.9) and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 
1966 (see Section 4.8).  The King Ranch is still in use for ranching.  The US 77 
Upgrade Project was developed to avoid the use of property within the King 
Ranch NHL throughout the project length.  The Riviera through option and 
Riviera elevated option were also dismissed from further study as they would 
create community impacts, including the relocation of six residences, eight active 
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businesses and one church along the east side of US 77. The socioeconomic 
impacts of these options would be substantial, as the eight active businesses 
represent the majority of businesses within the community.  In addition, adequate 
replacement commercial and retail space is very limited in the immediate area.  
As a result, relocation opportunities would likely be in the existing residential 
areas adjacent to the US 77 highway or outside of Riviera; thereby, changing the 
character of the neighborhood or negatively impacting the economy. 

Although the Riviera elevated option would narrow the proposed ROW by 
approximately 100 feet, it does not substantially reduce the impact on Riviera’s 
socio-economic resources.   In addition, the potential for noise impacts is greater 
with the elevated option as the roadway’s higher elevation allows the noise to 
transmit further distances.  Noise mitigation measures for such effects are limited 
and would increase project costs.

Finally, constructing a highway through the center of Riviera would be very 
disruptive and take approximately four years to complete.  As there are limited 
detour routes available, traffic control would be very complicated and maintaining 
access to the businesses and local street network would be very complicated. 

The results of the relief route investigations indicated that the impacts associated 
with the East Relief Route would not be substantial when compared to the other 
options initially considered.  As a result, the East Relief Route would provide the 
best opportunity to meet the project need and purpose while minimizing overall 
environmental impacts and was advanced for detailed evaluation. 

Detailed information regarding the relief route development and evaluation is 
included in the Environmental Assessment in Section 3.0. 

41.  Joe Hernandez & Rebecca Castillo 
      Harlingen – San Benito Metropolitan Planning Organization 
      Harlingen, TX  

Comment:  Dear US 77 Highway Upgrade Team,
The Transportation Policy Committee of the Harlingen-San Benito Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (HSBMPO) is in support of the Texas Department of 
Transportation's (TxDOT) Upgrade US 77 Highway Plan and is in support of the 
US 77 Upgrade to Interstate standards.

The US 77 Upgrade Project Improvements are critical to the Harlingen-San 
Benito area's future development as this project will accommodate the following 
needs:

• Improving US 77 to interstate standards will augment safety by elimination of 
atgrade intersections, where many accidents now occur.  
• Provide a free-flowing trade route which will improve energy efficiency and 
reduce vehicular emissions. 
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• Improving US 77 to interstate standards will provide controlled access to 
corridor for the safe, efficient movement of freight from South Texas to the rest of 
the United States, thus increasing economic productivity of the region and the 
United States.

The Transportation Policy Committee of the Harlingen-San Benito MPO find the 
accelerated completion of the US 77 Upgrade to interstate standards will afford 
improvements to the Harlingen-San Benito MPO's area transportation system that 
promote both the general welfare and economic development of the Harlingen-
San Benito MPO area.

For any additional information in reference to our support to this project, please 
contact us at (956) 216-5240 or via email at hsbmpo@myharlingen.us.  

Joe Hernandez, Vice Chair 
Rebeca Castillo, HSBMPO Director 

Response:  Comment noted. 

42.  Chris Boswell & Rebecca Castillo 
      Harlingen – San Benito Metropolitan Planning Organization 
      Harlingen, TX  

Comment:  Dear US 77 Highway Upgrade Team,
The Transportation Policy Committee of the Harlingen-San Benito Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (HSBMPO) is in support of the Texas Department of 
Transportation's (TxDOT) Upgrade US 77 Highway Plan and is in support of the 
US 77 Upgrade to Interstate standards.

The US 77 Upgrade Project Improvements are critical to the Harlingen-San 
Benito area's future development as this project will accommodate the following 
needs:

• Improving US 77 to interstate standards will augment safety by elimination of 
atgrade intersections, where many accidents now occur.  
• Provide a free-flowing trade route which will improve energy efficiency and 
reduce vehicular emissions. 
• Improving US 77 to interstate standards will provide controlled access to 
corridor for the safe, efficient movement of freight from South Texas to the rest of 
the United States, thus increasing economic productivity of the region and the 
United States.

The Transportation Policy Committee of the Harlingen-San Benito MPO find the 
accelerated completion of the US 77 Upgrade to interstate standards will afford 
improvements to the Harlingen-San Benito MPO's area transportation system that 
promote both the general welfare and economic development of the Harlingen-
San Benito MPO area.
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For any additional information in reference to our support to this project, please 
contact us at (956) 216-5240 or via email at hsbmpo@myharlingen.us.  

Joe Hernandez, Vice Chair 
Rebeca Castillo, HSBMPO Director 

Response:  Comment noted. 
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Kenedy County Fire & Emergency
District No. �

���N. �t���t
P.O. Box ���

Sarita, ���������

Corpus

US ��Highway Upgrade 
����Box 3706

GoodMorning:

The following comments are made on behalf of the Kenedy County Fire Emergency
Services District No. We are the primary response agency for fires within all of
Kenedy County. US. ��is obviously the main highway that transports goods, services
and people through Kenedy County. The Fire District is excited about the plans to
update this major north-south corridor. We are supportive of the various proposed
grade separated crossings and partial interchanges.

We do have a 'concern about the elimination of all crossovers within Kenedy County.
There are currently 53 crossovers at various locations US ���These crossovers 
are heavily used by all safety agencies including the Kenedy County Sheriis
Office, the Fire District, Texas Department of Public Safety and various emergency
medical As you are aware, a majority of traffic traveling US ��within Kenedy
County are passing through. Due to the very rural nature of the County, the traveling 
public does not know the names of the various ranches and have no idea exactly where
they are should emergency services be required. The only landmarks they may know
are the US Border Patrol Inland Check Point and the rest area. When they need 

�����
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- We keepingall 53

emergency they are unlikely to provide an accurate location. As a result,
these crossovers provide important access for emergency services to around when
looking for the emergency. It is noted that the proposed new road signs at various
overpassesand partial interchangeswill help solvepart of this problem.

We understand part of this upgrade requires following Federal guidelines for limiting

crossovers is not practical. However, a limited number of these crossovers are needed
to provide adequate emergency services to the traveling public. �estricting access to
these crossovers to �emergency vehicles�or for �official use only�have been used
successfully throughout Texas and other states. It is recommended that these
crossovers be maintained at no less than every two to four miles and restrict the use to
emergency and official business. We believe this is a reasonable accommodation to
insure the safety of the traveling public. 

Thank you for considering our and alternatives. We look forward to working
with you on this important upgrade to US

Sincerely,

Noel
Fire Chief
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I request that you consider moving up the timing of at least the two overpasses planned for

Phase at US77 and Street in Bishop, Tx. This crossover is used extensively by our students,

parents, and school busesduring the year. Golden Acreson the East side of US 77 has a good

number of students who attend our schools and have to crossUS 77 to get to our campusesevery

morning and afternoon during the school year. We also have a rather large number of transfer stude

from Kingsville that use this crossover during their morning commutes to our campuses. We have had

many accidents a t these intersectionsnot to mention the many near misses that go unreported. The

current timing for this section is slated for Sep of �0��, which is just too long to wait and risk
----

of our students.

I also request that you consider reducing the speed limit on this stretch of US 77 until we get the

overpasses. Maybe a School�one suchas Driscolland �icardo enjoy. �ou are welcome to attend an

Board meetings to discussfurther. Please contact our Superintendent Christina Gutierre�
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