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PURPOSE OF TONIGHT’S HEARING 

• Provide status of the project 

• Describe the Alternatives studied 

• Present the DEIS and the evaluation process 

• Present the Public Involvement Process 

• Receive public comment and input 
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PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT 

• OPEN HOUSE 
• FORMAL PRESENTATION 

– Welcome and Introductions 
– Technical Presentation 
– Next Steps 

• BREAK (15-20 minutes) 
• PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
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PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

VERBAL COMMENTS 
• Submit a Speaker 

Registration Card and 
be called up to speak 
during the Public 
Comment Session 
 

• Provide Verbal 
Comments to the 
Court Reporter 
 
 

• Place in Comment Box tonight 
• Mail (use comment form): 

HNTB 
Attn: Loop 375 Border Highway West  
Extension Project Coordinator 
7500 Viscount Boulevard, Suite 100 
El Paso, TX 79925-5665 

 

• E-Mail: info@borderhighwaywest.com 
 
Submit comments by November 26, 2012 
 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS 
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Loop 375 Border Highway 
 West Extension Project 

Technical Presentation 
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1994-2006 2007 2011 

• Published Notice 
of Intent for 
Federal 
Environmental 
Impact Statement 
(EIS) 

• Preparation of EIS 
begins 

 

1994-2006 

•Multiple 
Previous 
Project 
Studies  
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• TxDOT 
published 
Notice of 
Intent for 
State funded 
EIS 

 

2007 
 

2011 

More detail can be 
found in the Open 
House area 

PROJECT HISTORY 



THE PROJECT TODAY 

• Draft EIS 
(DEIS) 
available for 
public review 
and comment 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Public Scoping Meetings 
#1: October 23 & 30, 2007 
Hilos de Plata Senior Center & Westside Regional Command Center 

#2: December 8, 2011 
University of Texas at El Paso 

#3: June 20, 2012 
University of Texas at El Paso 
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CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS (CSS) 
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AGENCY INVOLVEMENT 

COOPERATING AGENCIES 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency  
• Natural Resources Conservation Service  
• National Park Service  
• U.S. Coast Guard  
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service   
• International Boundary and Water 

Commission  
• U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Customs and Border Protection  
• U.S. Department of the Interior – Bureau of 

Land Management 
• Federal Railroad Administration 

 

PARTICIPATING AGENCIES 
• Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality  
• Governor’s Division of Emergency 

Management  
• Texas General Land Office  
• Texas Historical Commission   
• Texas Parks and Wildlife Department  
• Camino Real Regional Mobility Authority  
• El Paso County 
• City of El Paso  
• El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization  
• El Paso Historical Commission  
• El Paso County Water Improvement District 

No. 1  
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PURPOSE AND NEED: 
“The Challenge” 
• Insufficient system capacity  

• Need to provide additional infrastructure to accommodate 
future growth  

• Insufficient reliability 
• Need to provide a reliable, alternate east-west route for 

incident management 
• Insufficient regional system linkage 

• Need to complete Loop 375 to provide better connectivity 
around the city and improve access to the university, 
downtown, and medical centers 
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CLOSE  
THE  
GAP 
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This map is located in the 
Open House area 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
“The Proposed Solution” 

• Proposed 4-lane toll facility  
• From Racetrack Drive to US 54 
• 9 miles of new roadway, 7 miles tolled 
• New connections at Doniphan, Executive 

Center, Spur 1966, and vicinity of Coles Street 
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REASONABLE 
ALTERNATIVES 

This map is located in the 
Open House area 

OR 
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This graphic is 
located in the 
Open House area 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE; 
Alternative 2 
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UNIVERSE OF ALTERNATIVES 

• Transportation Systems Management 
• Localized improvements 
• Addition of I-10 express lanes 
• Improving/connecting local arterials 
• Tunnels 
• Mass transit 
• Bike/pedestrian routes  
• The No-Build Alternative 
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More detail is 
located in the 
Open House area 



PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVES  

• 2007 
– Non tolled  

& tolled 
options 

– Elevated & 
depressed 

– Within 
constrained 
border 
corridor 
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More detail is 
located in the 
Open House area 

• 2010 
– Study area expanded to include 

ASARCO and CEMEX properties 
– 15 Alternatives  

• Included: No Build, At Grade, Elevated, 
Depressed, Tunnels, Interchanges at 
major cross streets, Maintain access to 
existing facilities 

– Evaluation criteria 
• Environmental, Traffic,  
   Engineering, Public Input 



NO BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

• The “Do Nothing” Alternative 
• Includes any already committed and 

funded projects 
• Does not satisfy the project’s need and 

purpose 
• Carried forward as a comparison 
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21 This graphic is located in 
the Open House area 

REASONABLE  
ALTERNATIVES 

OR 
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 

• Land use 
• Socio-economic and 

community impacts; 
environmental 
justice; community 
cohesion 

• Noise and air quality 
impacts 

• Cultural resources 
 

• Hazardous materials 
impacts 

• Hydrology, wetlands, 
water resources 

• Wildlife, threatened / 
endangered species 

• Indirect and 
cumulative impacts 
 See DEIS for more detail 
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ALTERNATIVE 2 
Preferred Alternative 

• Avoids or minimizes 
impacts to: 
– Rio Grande 
– Existing utilities 
– Chihuahuita 

community 
– Floodplains 

• No impact to BNSF 
rail yard 

 

• Displaces 2 
residential and 42 
commercial 
properties 

• Impacts 0.2 acre of 
the Chihuahuita Park 
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See full decision matrix 
in the Open House area 



CONSTRUCTION 

As of August 
2012, estimated 
construction cost 
is approximately 
$500 million  
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RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION  
AND RELOCATION 

• Preferred Alternative includes 2 residential and     
42 commercial displacements, 0.2 acre of parkland 

• Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Act of 1970, as amended 
– Relocation assistance available to residents/tenants and 

businesses 
– Comparable housing 

• See Right of Way Staff for more detail 
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Loop 375 Border Highway 
 West Extension Project 

Next Steps 
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NEXT STEPS 

• Analysis of public and 
resource agency 
comments on the DEIS. 

• Incorporate the 
comments from the 
Public Hearing into the 
development of the 
Final Environmental 
Impact Statement 

28 



BREAK 
(15-20 minutes) 
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Loop 375 Border Highway  
West Extension Project 

Public Comment Session 
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PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 

• Limited to 3 minutes 
• Speak into microphone  
• Face court reporter 
• State and spell out 

your name  
• State whom you 

represent  
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VERBAL COMMENTS 
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PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

VERBAL COMMENTS 
• Provide Verbal 

Comments to the 
Court Reporter 
 
 

• Place in Comment Box tonight 
• Mail (use comment form): 

HNTB 
Attn: Loop 375 Border Highway West  
Extension Project Coordinator 
7500 Viscount Boulevard, Suite 100 
El Paso, TX 79925-5665 

• E-Mail: info@borderhighwaywest.com 
 
Submit comments by November 26, 2012 
 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
Loop 375 Border Highway West Extension Project 
From Racetrack Drive to US 54 
 
 
University of Texas at El Paso 
El Paso Natural Gas Conference Center 
November 15, 2012 
 
 

Submit comments by November 26, 2012 
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