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Project Name: <enter project name>
CSJ(s): <enter CSJ(s)>
County(ies): <enter name of county or counties>
Date Form Completed: <enter date form was completed>
Prepared by: <enter name or person who prepared form>
Select the species for which this form is prepared:
☐ 	Red-cockaded Woodpecker
☐ 	Golden-cheeked Warbler
If this form is prepared for the Red-cockaded Woodpecker, complete Section I below.
If this form is being prepared for the Golden-cheeked Warbler, complete Section II below.
I.	Red-cockaded Woodpecker (RCW)  
Explain methods used to identify potential RCW habitat in the vicinity of the project area (e.g., formal presence/absence surveys, formal transects, visual observation from right-of-way where right-of-entry has not been granted, species and/or managed area information from resource agencies, etc.):
	<enter explanation>
Date(s) of field reconnaissance: <enter date(s)>
Name and job title of person(s) who conducted field reconnaissance: <enter name(s) and job title(s)>
Report title or file name of any further documentation of field reconnaissance (only if further documentation was prepared): <enter title or file name>
Select the checkbox below (required):
☐ 	A map and photos of potential RCW habitat in the vicinity of the project area are included with this form.
Select the appropriate statement below (select only one statement):
☐ 	The project area is bordered exclusively by privately owned land.
☐ 	The project area is bordered exclusively by publicly owned land.
☐ 	The project area is bordered by some privately owned land and some publicly owned land.
Select the appropriate statement below (select only one statement):
☐ 	Field reconnaissance indicated that suitable RCW nesting habitat occurs within 400 feet of the project area.	
☐ 	Field reconnaissance indicated that suitable RCW nesting habitat does not occur within 400 feet of the project area.
	If this second box is checked, then the correct effect call for the RCW is “no effect,” and use of the programmatic consultation agreement for the RCW is not needed.  Revise the species analysis spreadsheet accordingly, and do not complete the rest of this Section I.
Identify the applicable project type(s) as listed on page 2 of ENV’s Endangered Species Act Programmatic Consultation Agreement for Red-cockaded Woodpecker:
	<enter project type(s)>
Identify the types of impact(s) to the RCW or its habitat that may result from this project (e.g., noise, removal of vegetation, removal of mature trees > 10-inch diameter at breast height):
	<enter types of impacts>
Select the checkbox below (required):
☐ 	The following voluntary conservation measures will be implemented for this project:
· Stockpile and equipment storage areas and other PSLs would not be placed adjacent to active RCW clusters within 200 feet of the cleared ROW.

· Avoid work during the RCW breeding season (April 1 to July 31) adjacent to any project area where active RCW cavity trees are located within 200 feet of the ROW. 

· Work would not begin until one hour after sunrise and would cease one hour before sunset each day where active RCW cavity trees are located within 200 feet of the ROW to ensure that birds are not flushed from their cavities in the morning or prevented from roosting in the evening.
Explain where the above-listed voluntary conservation measures will be documented and communicated to the contractor (e.g., plan sheets, general notes, EPIC sheet, etc.):
	<enter explanation>
Identify measures that will be taken to ensure implementation of the above-listed voluntary conservation measures (e.g., discussion at pre-construction meeting with contractor, TxDOT construction inspectors ensuring that contract terms are followed during construction, etc.):
	<enter explanation>
Select the appropriate statement below (select only one statement):
☐ 	The potential effects of this project on the Red-cockaded Woodpecker are covered by ENV’s Endangered Species Act Programmatic Consultation Agreement for Red-cockaded Woodpecker; therefore, no project-specific consultation with the USFWS is required for this species.
☐ 	The potential effects of this project on the Red-cockaded Woodpecker are NOT covered by ENV’s Endangered Species Act Programmatic Consultation Agreement for Red-cockaded Woodpecker; therefore, project-specific consultation with the USFWS is required for this species.
II.	Golden-cheeked Warbler (GCW)
Explain methods used to identify potential GCW habitat in the vicinity of the project area (e.g., formal presence/absence surveys, formal transects, visual observation from right-of-way where right-of-entry has not been granted, species and/or managed area information from resource agencies, etc.):
	<enter explanation>
Date(s) of field reconnaissance: <enter date(s)>
Name and job title of person(s) who conducted field reconnaissance: <enter name(s) and job title(s)>
Report title or file name of any further documentation of field reconnaissance (only if further documentation was prepared): <enter title or file name>
Select the appropriate statement below (select only one statement):
☐ 	Field reconnaissance indicated that known or potential GCW habitat occurs within 300 feet of the project area.	
☐ 	Field reconnaissance indicated that known or potential GCW habitat does not occur within 300 feet of the project area.
If this second box is checked, then the correct effect call for the GCW is “no effect,” and use of the programmatic consultation agreement for the GCW is not needed.  Revise the species analysis spreadsheet accordingly, and do not complete the rest of this Section II.

Identify the applicable project type(s) as listed in ENV’s Endangered Species Act Programmatic Consultation Agreement for the Black-Capped Vireo and Golden-cheeked Warbler (see “Attachment 1. Definition of Activities” included with TxDOT’s request for programmatic consultation dated July 27, 2017):
	<enter project type(s)>
Identify the types of impact(s) to the GCW or its habitat that may result from this project (e.g., noise, removal of individual trees or shrubs, or areas of woody vegetation removal up to 2 acres in any single patch or 8 acres cumulative over the entire length of the project):
	<enter types of impacts>
Select the checkbox below (required):
☐ 	The following voluntary conservation measures will be implemented for this project:
· Limit the operation of heavy machinery to paved areas, areas free of native vegetation, and to areas with slopes that are less than 33 percent consisting of stable soils.

· Confirm the presence of listed species at or near the project site through pre-construction surveys or assume they are present and implement appropriate protection measures.

· Minimize impacts to listed species and their habitats by limiting grading or topsoil removal to areas where this activity is absolutely necessary for construction activities.

· Schedule the most effective amount of personnel and equipment to complete construction to reduce the time of disturbance to listed species.

· Review temporary roadside material storage locations and notify contractors of the areas with potential to support habitat for rare, threatened, and endangered species and of the conservation need to avoid these areas.

· Avoid use of non-native invasive plant species.

· Sterilize equipment for tree trimming between trees in areas affected by surface transferable bacterial, viral, and fungal diseases. 

· Do not disturb, destroy, or remove active nests during the nesting season.


· Do not collect, capture, relocate, or transport birds, eggs, young, or active nests without a permit.

· Limit the use of machinery in habitat that may support ground-nesting birds during the spring and early summer months.

· Coordinate with ENV and the District Environmental Coordinators prior to grading and blading activities for wildfire management and control.

· Train maintenance crews on how to handle hazardous chemicals if used, and encourage them to use them sparingly and only when absolutely necessary.

· Retain existing vegetation whenever possible.

· Use general good housekeeping practices and do not leave waste behind on the job site.

· Use care to avoid spills, leaks and drips of equipment and cleaning fluids when cleaning tools, servicing equipment or doing routine maintenance.

· Projects that would involve clearing or trimming of individual trees or shrubs in or near (within 300 feet of) potential habitat would be phased so that any clearing activities would occur outside the breeding season (between September 1st and February 28th) to minimize impacts to GCW. 

· TxDOT personnel and project contractors, as appropriate, will be informed of these Programmatic Consultation requirements.

· Projects that would require trimming or removal of more than a few individual trees or shrubs or linear strips of woody vegetation will be inspected by qualified TxDOT biologists. Biologists would determine if areas of vegetation to be disturbed meet the criteria for potential GCW habitat and make an effect call based on the potential impacts in order to determine if a project-specific consultation is warranted.

Explain where the above-listed voluntary conservation measures will be documented and communicated to the contractor (e.g., plan sheets, general notes, EPIC sheet, etc.):
	<enter explanation>
Identify measures that will be taken to ensure implementation of the above-listed voluntary conservation measures (e.g., discussion at pre-construction meeting with contractor, TxDOT construction inspectors ensuring that contract terms are followed during construction, etc.):
	<enter explanation>
Select the appropriate statement below (select only one statement):
☐ 	The potential effects of this project on the Golden-cheeked Warbler are covered by ENV’s Endangered Species Act Programmatic Consultation Agreement for the Black-capped Vireo and Golden-cheeked Warbler; therefore, no project-specific consultation with the USFWS is required for this species.
☐ 	The potential effects of this project on the Golden-cheeked Warbler are NOT covered by ENV’s Endangered Species Act Programmatic Consultation Agreement for the Black-capped Vireo and Golden-cheeked Warbler; therefore, project-specific consultation with the USFWS is required for this species.
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