






















 

December 19th, 2016 
 
 
The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
RE:  TxDOT’s FY2017 FASTLANE application for IH35W North Tarrant Express 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx,  
 
I would like to express my support for the Texas Department of Transportation’s FASTLANE 
application for the IH35W North Tarrant Expressway Segment 3C project in Tarrant County, 
which will advance construction elements along this route which are of particular importance 
to stakeholders along the IH35W corridor.   
 
TxDOT’s FASTLANE funding request would cover five project elements including right of way 
acquisition; adding three U-turn bridges along IH35W; adding an interchange frontage road and 
replacing interchange bridges at IH35W and IH820; and incorporating drainage improvements 
at Golden Triangle Blvd and IH35W.  These projects will provide operational improvements to 
facilitate the safe and efficient movement of freight traffic and enhance local connectivity, 
access to jobs, development activities and general mobility.  These proposed projects are part 
of the larger IH35W North Tarrant Express Ultimate configuration.    
 
The North Tarrant Express accesses AllianceTexas, one of Dallas/Fort Worth’s major regional 
job creators.  Alliance is an 18,000-acre master-planned, mixed-use community whose 
cornerstone is the Alliance Global Logistics Hub. The Hub is an inland port that offers 
multimodal transportation access for freight and passenger traffic, including Class I railroads 
(BNSF and UP), intermodal facilities, and the Fort Worth Alliance Airport, which is the world’s 
first 100 percent industrial airport specifically designed for cargo, corporate and government 
aviation.  
 
Without FASTLANE funding, TxDOT will have to delay these additions to the NTE Ultimate 
configuration until 2040 or beyond.  Awarding this project will mean accelerating the mobility 



 

and economic benefits to communities and businesses by twenty years.   
 
I emphasize my support of this regionally and nationally important project and thank you for 
your consideration and hopeful selection of the IH35W North Tarrant Expressway Segment 3C 
project for the FASTLANE program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 















  

Colby R. Tanner BNSF Railway Company 

Assistant Vice President 2500 Lou Menk Dr. 

Economic Development  Fort Worth, TX 76131 
 (817) 867-6336 

Colby.Tanner@bnsf.com 
 

December 15, 2016 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, DC  20590  
 
RE: Interstate Highway 35W North Tarrant Express (NTE) FASTLANE Grant Application  
 
Dear Secretary Foxx, 
 
The I-35W corridor is an important freight route for the state and a critical link to our Alliance 
facility, the premier rail freight facility in North Texas.  Since the facility's opening in 1994, 
BNSF has invested in this facility supporting intermodal freight growth in North Texas.  In 2015, 
the Alliance Facility handled nearly 650,000 lifts of intermodal units, the fourth highest total 
among BNSF's network of intermodal facilities. Every lift is one fewer truck trip on Texas and 
US roadways. 
  
Separately, BNSF is executing approximately $60 million in expansion projects at the Alliance 
facility, planned for completion in 2017.  Adding this rail capacity will keep even more trucks 
off Texas and US roads annually.   
 
The rail freight activity conducted at Alliance directly contributes to the strength of our North 
Texas economy while keeping trucks off of Texas and US highways.  BNSF and its customers 
cannot realize the full value of the Alliance terminal and our latest expansion without the 
completion of the public roadway improvements outlined in this grant application. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Colby R. Tanner 
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