


















Texas House of Representatives 
 

 
PONCHO NEVÁREZ 

DISTRICT 74 

Capitol: P.O. Box 2910 - Austin, Texas 78768-2910 - (512) 463-0566 - Fax (512) 463-0220 
District: 1815 Williams Street - Eagle Pass, Texas 78852 - (830) 773-0860 

 
Counties: Brewster, Culberson, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Kinney, Loving, Maverick, Pecos, Presidio, Reeves, Terrell & Val Verde 

November 22, 2016 
 
The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx,  
 

I would like to express my support for the Texas Department of Transportation’s FY2017 
FASTLANE application for the South Orient Rail Line. 
 

The South Orient Rail Line (SORR) is a state-owned rail facility that stretches from 
Coleman, Texas to the Texas/Mexican border at Presidio, Texas.  The SORR Railroad Bridge is 
one of eight international rail bridges between the U.S. and Mexico and is the only rail border 
crossing that is not in service. The state, in partnership with Texas Pacifico Transportation, is 
working to reopen the international border crossing with Mexico through the reconstruction of 
the international bridge and rail infrastructure improvements within 70 miles of the border 
crossing.  The project will include rebuilding the international bridge crossing that was destroyed 
in a fire and selective structural and drainage improvements that will allow the line to be 
reopened.  Once reopened, Texas Pacifico can provide international rail service and interchange 
freight traffic with BNSF Railway near Coleman and Union Pacific at Paisano Junction, located 
75 miles north of the border. 
 

Since the State of Texas acquired the line in 2001, TxDOT and Texas Pacifico have 
invested over $34 million in rehabilitation projects, resulting in improved operations, safety and 
increased traffic with annual carloads interchanged rising from an average of approximately 
2,000 pre-rehabilitation to over 25,000 in 2015.  A small federal funding commitment via a 
FASTLANE award would allow TxDOT to reestablish international trade with Mexico and 
improve track conditions, resulting in the safe and efficient movement of commodities, increased 
productivity and job creation.   
 

I emphasize my support of this regionally and nationally important project and thank you 
for your consideration and hopeful selection of the South Orient Bridge project for the 
FASTLANE Discretionary Grant program. 
 
 



Texas House of Representatives 
 

 
PONCHO NEVÁREZ 

DISTRICT 74 

Capitol: P.O. Box 2910 - Austin, Texas 78768-2910 - (512) 463-0566 - Fax (512) 463-0220 
District: 1815 Williams Street - Eagle Pass, Texas 78852 - (830) 773-0860 

 
Counties: Brewster, Culberson, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Kinney, Loving, Maverick, Pecos, Presidio, Reeves, Terrell & Val Verde 

With kindest regards, I remain,  
 

Sincerely, 

                            
Poncho Nevárez 

 











 

 

 

November 24, 2016 

Secretary Anthony Foxx 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

Subject: Texas Department of Transportation FASTLANE grant application matching funds by Texas 

Pacifico 

 

Mr. Foxx: 

 

Texas Pacifico as operator of the South Orient rail line fully endorses any and all line upgrading efforts. 
 
We understand the Texas Department of Transportation is pursuing the obtainment of a Federal 
FASTLANE grant which will be used in the Alpine to Presidio track rehabilitation, we agree to match such 
grant at 40% by rebuilding at our cost the Presidio – Ojinaga international railroad bridge which has been 
out of use for 8 years now. 
 
I do hereby confirm the intention of the Texas Pacifico Transportation company, to contribute in this 
occasion with the above mentioned proportion, in hope for the Texas Department of Transportation to 
secure the other components of the fund to ensure a seriously needed broader scope rehabilitation work.  
 
Texas Pacifico is coordinating all bridge reconstruction works and efforts with its Mexican counterpart 
Ferromex who in turn is working with the Mexican authorities to accelerate the bridge construction 
permitting process in Mexico. 
 
I very highly appreciate your support in the obtainment of the grant and take advantage of the opportunity 
to send you our best regards. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Federico Diaz-Page 
Texas Pacifico Transportation, Ltd. 
Executive Vice President 
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