
















City of Presidio, Texas
PO Box 1899

Presidio, TX 79845

(432) 22e-3s17

April 19,2016

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Foxx,

The City of Presidio would like to express our support for the Texas Department of
Transportation's TIGER VIII application for the South Orient Railroad Bridge.

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway (ATSF) filed for abandonment of the South Orient
rail line in 1991, before the North American Free Trade Agreement (I.{AFTA) was signed. There
was very little international rail freight pre-NAFTA and the South Orient rail line was in poor
condition due to deferred maintenance. When the State of Texas acquired the line in 2001, it was
limited to 10 mph operations due to poor track conditions. Attempts to foster international traffic
over the line were largely unsuccessful due to the condition of the line, making it non-
competitive with trucks. In February 2008, the intemational rail bridge burned to the ground
south of the levee on the U.S. side, severing 1of 8 rail crossings between the U.S. and Mexico.
TxDOT has been working with the lessee to rehabilitate the line, starting at the eastern end
where the existing shippers are located. TxDOT has invested over $34 million in rehabilitation
projects from San Angelo Junction to Mertzon, Texas, for a total a distance of over 100 miles.
The rehabilitation of the line has resulted in improved operations, safety, and traffic; with annual
carloads interchanged rising from an average of approximately 2,000 pre-rehabilitation to over
25,000 in 2015.

The South Orient bridge project includes the construction and reestablishment of a border
crossing from Ojinaga, Mexico to Presidio, Texas. The project would also include track, bridge
and drainage improvements along the existing line from the new bridge north to the Union
Pacific Rail Road crossing near Paisano Junction, Texas for approximately 75 miles in total.



Proposed funding for the project has been identified from a private sector partnership the State of
Texas has formed in support of the South Orient rail bridge. The Texas Pacifico Railroad would
provide half of the necessary funding for the project with the TIGER Grant contributing the
remainder. With federal funding support, the South Orient Bridge will continue to support this
necessary and strategically located Port of Entry that has both local benefits and makes broader
economic contributions.

We emphasize our support of this regionally and nationally important project and thank you for
your consideration and hopeful selection of the South Orient Bridge project for the TIGER
Discretionary Grant program.

Sincerely,trw
John Ferguson, Mayor
City of Presidio, Texas
432-66r-0600
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