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City of Cresson 

P.O. Box 619 

Cresson, Texas  76035 

          October 9, 2017 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

RE:  TxDOT’s FY2017-2018 TIGER application for US 377 Cresson Relief Route in Hood County, Texas 

 

Dear Secretary Chao,  

 

The City of Cresson would like to express our support for the Texas Department of Transportation’s TIGER 

Grant application for the US 377 Cresson Relief Route project in Hood County, Texas.   

 

As population and industry continue to boom in Texas, it is crucial not to overlook the rural areas contributing 

to that growth. In order to keep traffic moving and businesses operating efficiently, the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TxDOT) is developing plans for a relief route on US 377 around the City of Cresson and to 

bypass an at-grade railroad crossing and a highway intersection at SH 171. To complete the funding needed 

for this urgent project, TxDOT has submitted a TIGER Grant application for $16 million. I strongly support this 

project and respectfully request you give the application careful consideration. 

US 377 in Hood County carries heavy commuter traffic into the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex from Granbury 

as well as truck traffic related to freight and energy sector activities. This traffic is frequently impacted by 

switching movements at the railroad freight yard in Cresson and hinders the quality of life for the citizens of 

Hood County. A strong collaborative effort from a broad range of stakeholders is underway to deliver this pro-

ject, including input from state and federal elected officials, mayors, county officials, ranch owners, land de-

velopers, and commuters. Additionally, the US 377 Cresson Relief Route project is environmentally cleared 

and will soon be shovel ready.  

Total costs for this project amount to $79 million, with $52 million already identified by the state and $11 

million already identified by Hood County. The TIGER Grant award of $16 million will complete the funding 

needed to begin executing this project. 

I understand you have received many strong applications; however, rural projects such as these have a ripple 

effect throughout Texas and therefore our entire nation’s economy. Thank you for your consideration. 

The City of Cresson emphasize our support of this regionally and nationally important project and thank you 

for your consideration and hopeful selection of the US 377 Cresson Relief Route project for the TIGER  

program. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

W.R. Cornett 

Mayor 



 
 

The Transportation Policy Body for the North Central Texas Council of Governments 
(Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Dallas-Fort Worth Region) 

P.O. Box 5888 • Arlington, Texas 76005-5888 • (817) 695-9240 • FAX (817) 640-3028 
http://www.nctcog.org/trans 

 
  
 
 
 October 16, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation  
United States Department of Transportation   
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Regional Transportation Council (RTC) serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
for the Dallas-Fort Worth area.  The RTC is pleased to support the 2017 Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Grant application for the US 377 Cresson 
Relief Route Project in Hood County, Texas, submitted by the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT).  
 
TxDOT is developing plans for a relief route on US 377 around the City of Cresson to bypass an 
at-grade railroad crossing and a highway intersection at SH 171.  To complete the funding 
needed for this urgent project, TxDOT has submitted a TIGER Grant application for $16 million.  
 
US 377 in Hood County carries heavy commuter traffic into the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex 
from Granbury, as well as truck traffic related to freight and energy sector activities.  This traffic 
is frequently impacted by switching movements at the railroad freight yard in Cresson and 
hinders the quality of life for the residents of Hood County.  A strong collaborative effort from a 
broad range of stakeholders is underway to deliver this project, including input from state and 
federal elected officials, mayors, county officials, ranch owners, land developers, and 
commuters.  Additionally, the US 377 Cresson Relief Route project is environmentally cleared 
and will soon be shovel ready.  
 
Total costs for this project amount to $79 million, with $52 million already identified by the state 
and $11 million already identified by Hood County.  The TIGER Grant award of $16 million will 
complete the funding needed to begin executing this project. 
 
The project is included in Mobility 2040: The Metropolitan Transportation Plan for North Central 
Texas.  All federally funded surface transportation projects must also be included in the 
Transportation Improvement Program.  The project is included in the 2017-2020 Transportation 
Improvement Program for North Central Texas. 
 

 

 



Secretary Chao 
Page Two  October 16, 2017 

 

Again, the RTC supports the 2017 TIGER grant application for TxDOT’s US 377 Cresson Relief 
Route project in Hood County, Texas.  Thank you for your time and consideration.  If you have 
any questions, please contact me or Michael Morris, P.E., Director of Transportation for the 
North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), at (817) 695-9241. 

      
     Sincerely, 
 
      
 
     
    Rob Franke, P.E., Chair 
 Regional Transportation Council 
 Mayor, City of Cedar Hill  

 

RH:tw 

cc:  Michael Morris, P.E., Director of Transportation, NCTCOG 
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