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City of Spofford 

P. O. Box 1541 

Brackettville, TX 78832 

 

 
 
 
September 27, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao  
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
United States 
 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT - US TRADE CONNECTION AT EAGLE PASS  

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

The US Trade Connection at Eagle Pass Project will create jobs for American farmers, factory 

workers, and coal miners, which is why I am writing to express my strong support for the Texas 

Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) application for $9.9 million in TIGER Grant funds to 

help construct this project.   

The TIGER Grant award will be used to construct approximately 2.5 miles of railroad track that 

will enable the increase in exports of grain, coal, and manufactured goods made in America. 

Union Pacific Railroad (UP), as the private partner, will match the federal TIGER award with an 

additional $9.9million in private funds — a true public-private partnership. 

The US Trade Connection at Eagle Pass Project exceeds the criteria requirements outlined in 

the TIGER Notice of Funding Opportunity. It creates American jobs. It creates economic growth 

for Texas and the U.S. as a whole. It improves the fluidity, efficiency, and safety of trains. It 

reduces highway congestion and traffic, which in turn improves highway safety, reduces air 

emissions without placing costly burdens on shippers, and extends the life of public roadway 

infrastructure.  

 

 

 



 

Additionally, the increased fluidity of trains in downtown Eagle Pass will enhance quality of life of 

border residents by reducing the amount of time it takes trains to meet each other. 

This trade connection enhancement is especially helpful to the City of Spofford, Texas. The 

Union Pacific Kinney County Railport that is served by this connection is the only local employer 

available to Spofford. This project will not only help to maintain those presently employed here, 

but also bring additional jobs for our town. With two Union Pacific rail crossings here in Spofford, 

this project will also do much to speed the rail traffic through our community.   

I encourage you to give this application strong consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Pablo Resendez 

Mayor 

City of Spofford 

 
 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao  

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE  
Washington, D.C. 20590  
United States 

LETTER OF SUPPORT - US TRADE CONNECTION AT EAGLE PASS 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

The US Trade Connection at Eagle Pass Project will create jobs for American farmers, factory 
workers, and coal miners, which is why I am writing to express our Middle Rio Grande Development 
Council of Governments strong support for the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) 
application for $9.9 million in TIGER Grant funds to help construct this project.   

The TIGER Grant award will be used to construct approximately 2.5 miles of railroad track that will 
enable the increase in exports of grain, coal, and manufactured goods made in America. Union 
Pacific Railroad (UP), as the private partner, will match the federal TIGER award with an additional 
$9.9million in private funds — a true public-private partnership. 

The US Trade Connection at Eagle Pass Project exceeds the criteria requirements outlined in the 
TIGER Notice of Funding Opportunity. It creates American jobs. It creates economic growth for 
Texas and the U.S. as a whole. It improves the fluidity, efficiency, and safety of trains. It reduces 
highway congestion and traffic, which in turn improves highway safety, reduces air emissions without 
placing costly burdens on shippers, and extends the life of public roadway infrastructure. 

Additionally, the increased fluidity of trains in downtown Eagle Pass will enhance quality of life of 
border residents by reducing the amount of time it takes trains to meet each other.   

As a Council of Governments that represent nine counties within our region that includes Maverick 
County, we encourage your office to give this application its strongest consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nick Gallegos  

Executive Director  

Middle Rio Grande Development Council 

  

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1200+New+Jersey+Avenue+SE+Washington,+D.C.+20590+United+States&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1200+New+Jersey+Avenue+SE+Washington,+D.C.+20590+United+States&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1200+New+Jersey+Avenue+SE+Washington,+D.C.+20590+United+States&entry=gmail&source=g


   

    

(202) 302-6225 

www.thebta.org 

@borderalliance 

 

805 15th Street NW, Suite 

601 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 

Ste. 1503 

Washington, DC 20004 

October 9, 2017 

 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao:  

 

The Border Trade Alliance believes strongly in supporting policies and freight mobility 

strategies that will fuel economic growth in the United States. That is why the BTA is writing to 

express its strong support for the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) application for 

$9.9 million in TIGER Grant funds to help construct the US Trade Connection at Eagle Pass 

Project, which will create jobs for American farmers, factory workers, and coal miners, and 

enhance the country’s economic competitiveness.  

 

The TIGER Grant award will be used to construct approximately 2.5 miles of railroad track that 

will enable the increase in exports of grain, coal, and goods manufactured in America. Union 

Pacific Railroad (UP), as the private partner, will match the federal TIGER award with an 

additional $9.9million in private funds — a true public-private partnership. 

 

The US Trade Connection at Eagle Pass Project exceeds the criteria requirements outlined in the 

TIGER Notice of Funding Opportunity. It creates American jobs. It creates economic growth for 

Texas and the U.S. as a whole. It improves the fluidity, efficiency, and safety of trains. It reduces 

highway congestion and traffic, which in turn improves highway safety, reduces air emissions 

without placing costly burdens on shippers, and extends the life of public roadway infrastructure.  

 

Additionally, the increased fluidity of trains in downtown Eagle Pass will enhance quality of life 

of border residents by reducing the amount of time it takes trains to meet each other.   

 

The Border Trade Alliance believes the project is essential to the local, regional and national 

economies. We appreciate your consideration of the application and look forward to your 

selection announcement. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Britton Clarke 

President 
 

http://www.thebta.org/
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