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Proposals sought on SH 114/SH 121 in Northeast Tarrant County

TARRANT COUNTY –– Another opportunity to accelerate needed mobility improvements is on the way for a high priority project.  A request for private sector proposals to speed up development of the DFW Connector was issued today by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT).

The DFW Connector is a 16.2-mile project that will reconstruct and expand SH 114 and 
SH 121 where they converge. The improvements will include five interchanges along seven highways – Farm-to-Market Road 1709, Farm-to-Market Road 2499, Interstate 635, SH 26, SH 114, SH 121 and SH 360 – including express toll-managed lanes on SH 114. 
"During the 109th Congress, I worked diligently on innovative solutions to some of our toughest local problems, including transportation.  Last year, Congress enacted important highway reauthorization legislation which included many of my proposals.  I am glad to see TxDOT making good use of elements of my Design-Build legislation in the DFW Connector project," said Congressman Michael Burgess.  "This streamlined construction method will maximize taxpayer dollars by completing the project in the most cost-effective and expedited manner possible to speed congestion relief to travel-weary North Texans."

The public-private partnership opportunity calls for developing, designing and constructing the project, with the potential for maintenance under a comprehensive development agreement (CDA). The DFW Connector will be constructed in several stages with the first stage beginning as early as 2008. At its widest point, it would include 6 to 7 non-toll lanes plus two managed express lanes in each direction. A public-private partnership would accelerate construction by allowing one contractor to both design and construct the project within a CDA.

Private sector teams interested in competing for this public-partnership will first submit qualifications and conceptual proposals, which will be due by April 2007. After the initial proposals are reviewed by TxDOT and a short list of proposers are selected, detailed proposals will be requested. TxDOT will evaluate the detailed proposals to determine which offers the best value to Texas.   
The DFW Connector is needed to accommodate the increasing transportation demand in this portion of the region.  In addition, the development of this project will greatly reduce congestion, enhance safety, expand economic opportunity, improve air quality and increase the value of the region’s transportation assets.
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For more information contact, Jodi Hodges, TxDOT’s Fort Worth District, at (817) 370-6737 or Gabriela Garcia, TxDOT’s Turnpike Division, at (512) 475-2134. 
