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‘ May 24, 2004
NH( ) _ '
Environmental Assessment o _
Johnson and Tarrant Counties e e e - e
(CSJ 0504-04-001; 0504-05-001 Rostlt Fax Nota 611 [PE25-of W 2
| o James Thomas fom flibest Hall |
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SH 121; From FM 1187 1o US 67 Callet, & Txbs
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Ms. Denise Prancis R

State Single Point of Contact
Governor's Office of Budget and Planning

P.0.Box 12428 /
Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Ms. Franeis:

A finding of no significant impact has been issued for the subect project. It has been detecnined
that this project will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment.

Sincerely,
‘ Ann M. Irwin
. TRACS Coordinator

) \
MMS: pat
Attachment
bee:  Fort Worth District

FS-A  ERG

Reference: BNY 850

NOTE TO-DISTRICT: Attached is one copy of the Finding of No Siguificant Impact (FONSI)
signed by the FAWA, This completes the publio hearing requirement. As indicated in the
Environmental Manual, the news media should be notified by press release that approval has
been recelved. Also, please notify the State intergovernmental review contact of the availability
of the FONSL Pteése nate, coordination with the USACE for Individual and Nationwide
~ Pen}ﬂts 11 required. Final erigjronmental clearsnce will be granted once the permils are
yeceived, These permits must be recelved prior to the Letter of Authority date.
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CEDERAL FIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
. FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR

NE( )

Environmental Aseessment
Tohuson snd Tarrant Counties
CS) 0504-04-001; 0504-05-001

SE7 121 South: From FM 1187 to US 67

L

Ths FEIWA has determined that this project will not have any significant jmpact on the human
environment. ‘This finding of no slgnificant impact fa based on the attached environmmental

pasessrment which has been independently wallha.ted by the FEIWA and determincd ta adequately
and sccnrately discuss the envi cnmontal issues and impacta of the proposed project. Xt provides
sufficient svidence and analysls for determining that an environmental impact statzment is not

required
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, remé Department of Transporiafion

DEWITT C. GREER STATE HIGHWAY BLDG. .i2'5 E. 11TH STREET » AUSTR, TEXAS TE701-2480 ¢ (512) 4834585

21 May 2002

SECTION 108: Dstermination of NRHP Eligibliity
Johnsan County, FTW P
CSJ 2118-01-008 WHAY 2 - GELD

SH 121 from FM 1187 to US 67 E

Bob Brinkman

History Programs Divislon , R EGEOVE

Texas Historical Commission WAy 2 2 2002
Austin, Texas 78711 .
TE(AS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Dear Mr. Brinkman: e e e .
H

in accordance with the provisions of our Statewide Programmatic Agreement for Cuftural
Resources, we are Iniliating coordination with your agency regarding Nalional Registar
gligibility of ona property located within the project’s area of potantiaj effect (APE). This
fedarally funded projact will widen an existing transportation facliity and extend fts
alignment in northern Johnson Gounly. The project would acquire addiional right-of-way.

A map and photos are included.

Organized in 1867, Johnson County sustained a largsly agricultural economy
throughout the subsequent decades: Completion of the Gulf, Colorade and Sania Fe
lina through the county iri 1881 spurred the value of agricultural production-to
$1,654,960 by 1890, Cotion productlon led this increase, with 16,826 bales ginned in
fhe county In that yaar. Nearly half of the approximately 3,000 fazms In the counly were
involved In sharecropping cotton by the tuin of the century. The county's populalion
refnained nearly 80% rural throughout this period, reaching a peak of 37,286 In 1820,
Daclining agriculiural revenues and Ihe effects of the Great Depressian prompted a

steady deciine In subsequent decades.
As detailed below, field survey efforts Identified only one pre-1955 property within the APE,

which ranged from 500" to 1300" based on profact parameters. Severs &lterations and the
loss of lts historieally associated outbuildings preclude eligibifity for this modast

archiectural resource, howaver. Daspite its probable role In the region’s agrarian

economy, this property is thersfore not ellgible for listing in the Natlonal, Registsr of
Hisloric Places,

[Is} LAcATION PROPERTY | Bustype Styusne DATE INTEGRITY MR

i TYPE INFLUENCE Is6UEs Elia.

t | FMO17, westof Domeatle | Clr, hall plan] NA - ¢.1830 | porch infill, additions, | No
FM 1902 farmhouse . “{anasirallon changes
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SH 121 from FM 1187 to US 67, 21 May 2002, page two

Wa request your writtan concurrence with this defarmination of eligibility within 30 days of
receiving this letter. If you have any questions or comments concarning this project, pleass
contact me at 418-2657.

" Sincerely,
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May 31, 2002

" Mr. James Greenwade

Natural Resources Conservation Service
W.R. Poage Federal Building

101 South Main Street

Temple, Texas 76501-7682

Re: Proposed SH 121 in Johnson County
From; FM 1187
To: US 67
CSJ: 2118-02-008

Dear Mr, Greenwade:

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is currently preparing an
Environmental Assessment for the proposed SH 121 project in Johnson County. At this
time we are requesting a farmland conversion impact rating for this proposed project
from you.

Enclosed is a copy of form AD-1006, a location map and a copy of the Johnson County
Soil Survey Maps with the alignment annotated in blue. The project can be found on
United States Geological Survey Quadrangles for Joshua, Primrose and Cleburne West
Texas,

Please send your response to me at the address above. We previously sent this
information to the Cleburne Field Office on July 9, 2001,therefore, and expedited
response will be appreciated, If you have any questions or need additional information,
please call me at (§17) 370-6753. Thank you for your assistance with this matter,

Sincerely,

fratZat Wl

Robert Hall
Environmental Coordinator

Enclosures
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sepnient, dexipnated Alternativa A"

. Duspite shovel Lesting, ho archeo
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Seetion 106 Conduliation

C8J 0504-02-008 SH 121 T
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ez Proposad Altarnative Shift Rernative "C "\ml"l ' 200,2
Die, James {¥, Bruscth gt s et L i
Pivision of Archealogy T iy g 'I'JEX'A'% HISTORICAL BDIRtInS l.
Texag Historieal Commissiop Lo diisgebdd 3, }

N T, \ekrafits ' .o
Pear Dr, Bruseth: g)ima Hism-zz';/} o0 udtngr

‘ DB ey fn oS it ‘ -
The proposed road widenlng praject would be undertiken with federal funds. In aecord with the
Programmnatic Agreement {PA) among the Advisary Couneil on Histotlo Preservation. the
Foderal Highway Administration, the Texas Historleal Commission (THC), and TxDOT. and the
Memarandum of Understanding (MOU) hetween TxDOT sud THC. we hrisby contipu
eonsullation under Sectjon 106 of the Nationa) Historlc Preservation Act and the Antiquities

Cade of expa, .

1,03, Box 122768 _ .
AuNin, Texns 7871} by /( LN L

"The praposed project would construet a segment of Sfale Highway 121 between TH 20 in Fort
Warth and FM 1187 and is part of & larger project that would sventually ¢xtend to US 67 in
Clehurne, Johnson County. This segment of SH 121 is located entirely within Tarrant couniy
and has beeh designated SH 121 T, Recently an alignment shifi hos been proposed al the
souther end of SH 121 T near Cleburne Crowley Roed, where this segment jolns the next
segment of SH 121, designated SH 12] South, The proposed alignment shift would utllize
Alletrative “C™ on the attached maps. Several archeological studies have already been

eonducted in assoclalion with this project.

In 1994, TXDOT condhucted an secheologlenl sirvey of almost the entive proposed SH 121 T and
SH 121 South alighinents, The survey extended from 0.8 miles north of 1H B20 in Fort Waorth,
Tarrant Counly to UUS 67 in Cleburne, Johtison County. The suivey Inciuded shovel testing of a
and "B an the attached maps, that is Jocated approximaely
1,500 It chst of the proposed allgnment shift, designated Alternauve “C™ on the aitached maps.
Jogical sites were identified \within the projest aren, One site.
woe ohserved 30u: east of the project area, Please note that site
4 1'TR137 Is locnded over 1.5 miles northeast of the praposed alipnment shift, Furthermare, the
sile is lncated cast of the area surveyed i 1994 (designuled as Alternative “A™ and "B on the
atinched maps) wnd Alignment "C”™, the proposed alignment shift, is located west of the srea

surveyed in 1994,

41 TR137. o suvoce lithic scatter,

An Egus| Oppariubity Employes

—— e
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¢, James 15, Bruseth June 6, 2002

chealogical survey of the northeriy portion of SH

121 T. where the proposed allgnment crosses the West Fork of the Trinlty River, Ohs preplstaric
grcheologieal site, 41 TR170, was identified during the survey, On March 28, 2000 TxDOT
recommended that she 41TR170 be tested and that o further work was required within the
remaliider of the SM 121 T projest ares. On Aprll 24, 2000, your office coneurred. Rightof °
entry Gy the slte was denfed by the property ownet and ctirrently testing is on hold perding ROW -
aequisition. “This nrea is over 6 miles north of the proposed afignment shift designated

Alieraative “C" anel is located in an entircly different en vironmental setdng.

In 1999. Micks and Company tonducted an ar

. In May of 2002 Geo-Maring, Inc. performed an impact evidiiation of the segment of SH 121,

g — locnted souths of 8H 121 T. This segmient has been deslgnated SH 121 South (CS1: 2118-02-
008). The impact evaluation covered the entire jength of the proposed SH 121 South project and
extended From the southern tenminus of the SH 121 T profect (600 ft northeast ot Clebuma
Crowley Road) to US 67, No archeological sites and no sentings with rensonable potentinl to
comain archenlogical historle properties ar SAL’s were observed. The {mpact evalualion report
ddtcd May 22, 2002 noted that thz enfite projest area i3 Jocated i aty upland setting and that
hocause the upland setting lacks a peimanent water souree, uicheofogical sites are unlikely to
aceur within the projzet area, Futthermore, the report roncluded that the soils within the profact
area mre loo shallow la be conducive to retaining archeological depusits, '

'I'he proposed SH 121 T alignment shift would be located ina setting very similar to that
dezertbed 3n the Geo-Marine Impact cvaluation peport, Alternative “C™ Is Josated in an vpland
seiting with no permanent soutce of water, The Genlogle Atlas of Tekas, Daljas Sheet (Bureaus
ol Economie Geology: 1972) Indicates that Alternative “C™ Is located in an 2rca mapped as
Lower Cretaceous Pawpaw Farmation, Lower Cretaceous Weno Limestone. gand Lower
Cretaceons Grayson Marf and Maln Street Limestone undivided, There are no oituviaf scitings

. mapped within Aligament "C*, According tq the Soil survey of Torrant County [Map Shests 54
and 61] Alternative “C" crosses shallow upland solls, Furthermore, these shalfow soils have bedn
previously disturbed by ggricultucal sctivitles. These solls are eongidered too shallow and tco
disturhed ta be canducive 1o retaining archeologlon! deposits,” ' )

A cheek of the Texas Archeologlonl Sites Atlas reverled no recorded archeolopical sties within
ar adjneent to Alternative “C”. Because Alernative "C"is locatad {n an avea of aneient geologic
depostts (n an upland setting that is devold of o parmaneit water soures and conslsts of
praviously digiurbed shallow solls it Is concluded-that the arca does not {nchude settings with
yensoaable potential to contaln arehcological historic properties or SAL's, Recent archealopical
waork in the vichnily of the ptoposed allgnment shift, described above. supporis this conclusion.

opoged alignment shift Iabeled Alternative “C" doas ot
1 1o contaln arch=ological Historic Properiies (36 CFR
{ no further archeolagical work is required within

the fimits of Alternaliva *C", 1n the unlikely event thai archeological materials nre digeavered

during construction, work in the sren of discavery will cense and accidental discovery procedurcs

will b ipiptenianted In accordance with the provisions of the Programmatic Agreement _(P'A).
hetween TxDOT and the THC,

Wi request your eoncurrense that the pr
contaln sstiings with veasonable potentla
500.16.(11) or SAL's (13 TAC §26.12) und tha



Dr: Iames E. Bruseth -3- June 6, 2002

If you have any quastions or heed mare {nformaliot, please rontzet Mike Jordan at 512/416-
2635, .

Sineerely,

W Ty Wy
. o= L L3

Michael fovdan. Sta heologlst G, R, Dennis Price

Archeolopleal Studies Program Environmaental Spacialisl
Envivonmeatal Aflals Division Environmental Af¥fairs Division

Attnechments



RTS8 B TR 2 G M AN ARV el Y RSN I o) 3 A TR i A AR D A L TRV R AU P S 2Y T e ST B AR O P Wt il d PR PR ENL s B TR

___07/12/2002 0818 FAX 210 489 5187 LAN SAN ANTONIO, s LAN DALLAS 9002
¥ 2 o W w VIS Lat Lv Ly ok s i Utude A Lo Y . -
o ' BISTORPL wlmiel .«
[JA  United States Natural 101 South Maln TXCOT MARLRGOM

S == " Depariment of Ré&saurces '_;'ersnp:a};e;as . wERRAT X

FEE R v 01-760

LT Agr.inuﬂura g::‘slz;vaucn | JUN 1 0 2002

Junc 7, 2002

Suhbject: INU-Farmland Protection-
SH 121 Highway Proposcd
Johnson County, Texas

Texas Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 6868 '

For{ Worth, Texas .

76115-0686-

Attention: Rohert Hall, Environmental Coordinator

— We have reviewed the information provided concerning proposed 8. H. 121 in Johnson
County, Texas. This is part of an Environmental Evaluation for the above-referenced
highway being prepared for the TxDOT and FHWA, We bave evaluated the soils for this
project as required by the Farmiand Protection Policy Act (FPPA).

The proposed project does contaln Prime and Statewide Imporiant Farmland soils as

{ defined by the FPPA. Several map units identificd in the Soil Survey of Johnson County
are classified as Prime Narmland and Statewlde [mportant Farmland. Approximately
431.4 acfes of land will be acquired of which about 298.4 acres I classified as Imporlunt

Farmland by the FPPA. These zoils had a composile score of 74 and the Tota! Points on

Part VLI of the AD-1006 is 142, This slte will require no additional covsideration since

the rating score is less then 160, The FPPA states, #gites recelving a total svorw of less
than 160 nead not be given further consideration for protection and no ndditional sites

need to ba gvaluated”, 7CER. Part 658.4 (c) 2,

Attached is the completed AD-1006 (Formland Conversion Impuct Rating) form for this
projedt fudicating the oxemption status of this proposed praject,

wluate this project. If you

Thanks for the quality resource rmaterials you submilted fo ey
-9960 or Sam Brown at

have any questions please call James Greenwade at (254)-742
(254)-742-9854, Frx (254)-742-9859.

S by o

Fdames M, Greenwade

Soil Scientist -

Soi) Survey Section’
USDA-NRCS, Temple, Texas

. Tho Motum] Rescurces Conytoration Baryke warkt Rand-1pand W0 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
The Amancan pooph ks concapve hatursd reaaUress oft privata linds,
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Nancy A. Kenmotsu, Ph.D., Supervisor
Archeological Studies Program
Environmental Affairs Division

Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11" Street

Austin, Texas 787012483 -

Impact Evaluation WA 57022PD002—Tarrant and Johnson Counties 2/ f-01~00 & ssrel
SH 121 from 600 ft northeast of Cleburne-Crowley Road to US 67 (CSJ 2118-02-008)

Dear Dr. Kenmotsu:

Geo-Marine, Inc., performed an archeological impact evaluation for the above-referenced project
in Johnson and Tarrant counties, Texas, on 2 May and 9 May 2002. Melissa Green, Michelle
Waurtz, Denise Hough, and Duane Peter completed the impact evaluation. This report presents
the findings and recommendations for the project areas,

This project proposes to construct a four-lane, divided highway on a new alignment from US 67
(the Cleburne Bypass) northward to approximately 183 m (600 ft) northeast of Cleburne-Crowley
Road (FM 1902). The total project corridor is approximately 22.5 km (14 mi) long, and the right-
of-way width vares from 73 m (240 ft) to 122 m (400 ft) at the interchanges, covering a total area
of approximately 240 ha (594 acres; Figures 1, 2, and 3). Additionally, a new county road is to
be constructed north from FM 917 and just west of the new SH 121 alignment (see Figure 2).

The purpose of the impact evaluation was to provide the following information:

L. Identifying arecas where existing ROW is too disturbed or otherwise unlikely to contain
intact archeological deposits;

2. Identifying areas/depths where existing ROW is. likely to be too disturbed or otherwise
unlikely to contain intact archeological deposits;

3. Identifying areas/depths where intact deposits may be present within existing ROW;

4. Identifying areas where survey should and should not be performed, including identifying
locations where mechanical trenching and/or shovel testing should be performed. If
trenching is recommended, the report shall indicate obstacles (if any) to machine access.

san Antonio, Texas | El Paso, Texas | Fajardo, Puerto Rico | Knoxville, Tennessee | Newport News, Virginla | Panama City, Florida | Las Vegas, Nevada €



Impact Evalieation WA 57022PD0{2 . 22 May 2002

Prior to fieldwork, site files at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory (TARL) were
searched for information on any known sites within 1.6 km (1 mi) of the project comridor. No
sites were identified within that perimeter. Geologic, soils, and historic maps were also
consulted.

The majority of the project area is underlain by Lower Cretaceous geological formations. The
northernmost one-fourth consists of undivided middie shale and lower limestone units of Weno
Limestone, Denton Clay, Fort Worth Limestone, and Duck Creek Formation. Most of the
southern three-fourths of the project area is composed of Grayson Marl and Main Street
Limestone undivided. In addition, small areas of the Upper Cretaceous Woodbine Formation and
Holocene atluvium occur within the project area (Bureau of Economic Geology 1972).

Soil surveys of Tarrant (Ressel 1981) and Johnson counties (Coburn 1985) indicate 28 soil map
units within the project area, These units include the following:
+ Sanger clay, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Sanger clay, 3 to 5 percent slopes
Bolar clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Bolar clay loam, 3 o 8 percent slopes
Frio silty clay, occasionally flooded
Aledo-Bolar complex, 2 to 8 percent slopes; Aledo-Bolar complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes
Purves clay, 0 to 3 percent slopes
Lindale clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
Heiden clay, 1 to 3 percent slopes
Ponder clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Ponder clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes
Wilson silty clay loam, O to | percent slopes; Wilson silty clay loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes
Lott silty clay, | to 3 percent slopes
* Culp clay loam, 0to 3 percent slopes
* Pursley clay loam, frequently flooded
* Hassee fine sandy loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes
* Crosstell fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes
+ Rader fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes

Coving loamy fine sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes

Birome-Rayex complex, 5 to 20 percent slopes
» Slidell clay, 0 to 1 percent slopes; Slidell clay, 1 to 3 percent slopes
* Lewisville silty clay, 1 to 3 percent slopes; Lewisville silty clay, 3 to 5 percent slopes
* Burleson clay, 0 to 1 percent-slopes, and Burleson clay, 1 to 3 percent slopes

The entire project area is situated in an upland setting. The area is gently rolling or flat, and small
tributaries.to West Buffalo and Rock creeks cross the project corridor. Much of the corridor is in
pasture or plowed fields, some of which have been allowed to go fallow. Wildflowers were in
full bloom in many of the fields at the time of the survey.

Fieldwork consisted of visual inspection of the project area. Three crewmembers were present
for each day of fieldwork; two archeologists walked the corridor while a third moved the vehicle
ahead. Disturbances were noted, and drainage profiles and cleared or eroded areas were
examined for cultural materials and contextual integrity potential. No shovel tests were
excavated. Photographs were taken of disturbances, drainage crossings, project area overviews,
and representative sections of the roadway. The project corridor investigations consisted of a
pedestrian walk-over that started at the southern end and ended at the northern terminus.
Approximately 14.5 km (9 mi) of the corridor were examined on the first day, and the remaining
8 km. (5 mi) covered on the later date,



fmpact Evaluation WA 3 7022PD00. . 22 May 2002

The walk-over began along the southern segment of the corridor at CR 1216 (see Figure 1),
Between CR 1216 and Industrial Boulevard are a recently plowed field and a pasture (Piate 1). A
waterline that runs north-south in the fields has a large release valve at its intersection with CR
1216. The pasture has been fterraced at one time. Some small cobbles were noted across the
surface of both fields. Telephone and cable lines run along the north side of Industrial Boulevard,
Between Industrial Boulevard and Highway 171 are a pasture and a small field of oats.
Underground fiber optics, telephone, and cable lines were observed between, and following, the
rights-of-way of Highway 171 and the BNSF railroad.

The section between Highway 171 and Vaughn Road consists primarily of pasture and fallow
fields (see Figure 1). A maximum of approximately 100 m (328 ft) has been added to widen this
segment for an altemative alignment. A new water line in the field starts at the corner of the
fence and follows the proposed highway right-of-way for slightly more than 0.8 lam (0.5 mi) to
the Cleburne city limits and then turms west. A high voltage power line also extends east-west at
the city limits. This area is currently in pasture. Two West Buffalo Creek tributaries—small,
ephemeral, upland drainages that are little more than ditches carrying very little water, and thus
with no pofential for archeological remains—cross this segment (Plates 2 and 3). The property
from the proposed Sparks Road to Vaughn Road consists of a fallow field. New industrial
complexes are east and west of the project corridor just north of a lake (appearing on the aerial
- photographs, but not on the earlier 1960s topographic quadrangle). The right-of-way for the
proposed Sparks Road was apparent by the cleared and leveled ground and by a drainage ditch
and overhead telephone or electric lines.

Between Vaughn Road and CR 904 are several tracts, particularly along West Buffalo Creek, to
which access was not granted (see Figure 1). Based on the lack of soil change and depth of
cutbanks noted along West Buffalo Creek in the previous segment, the potential for archeological
deposits along this drainage is slight. In areas to which access had been granted, the landscape is
predominantly in pasture, some with stands of mesquite. Two underground natural gas pipelines
cross the project right-of-way in this segment: one trending northwest-southeast approximately
1.3 km (0.8 mi) north of Vaughn Road, and the other in a northeast-southwest direction
approximately 0.7 km (0.4 mi) farther north. An east-west, overhead, high-voltage power line
crosses this segment approximately 0.45 km (0.28 mi) south of CR 904. The two small
tribularies that cross this segment are also no more than ephemeral, upland drainages with no
likelihood for archeological deposits,

Along the middle segment of the project corridor (see Figure 2), several new manufactured
homes, with overhead power lines and underground telephone and cable lines, have been built on
the north side of CR 904 (Plate 4). From CR 904 to FM 917, the slightly more rolling landscape
is primarily in pasture, some with stands of mesquite. Much of this segment is used for grazing
horses, and many electric fences were observed. The small drainages that the right-of-way
crosses are nothing more than low-lying areas that act as runoff channels from surrounding fields.
Since pedestrian access was also denied at the northern end near FM 917-—an area of several new
homes, as well as a subdivision just below Brushy Knob—a windshield survey was conducted for
the section from CR 909 to FM 917 by way of the subdivision roads. Overhead and underground
utilities have been installed for these new homes.

Much of the project corridor section between FM 917 and CR 910 was not accessible for

pedestrian examina‘tion'(see Figure 2). Approximately 225 m (738 ft) west of the proposed -SH
121 right-of-way, however, a new, north-south-oriented county road is proposed on the northern

3



Impact Evaluation WA 57022PD(ue 22 May 2002

side of FM 917, Approximately 300 m (984 ft) of this proposed county road is currently a well-
maintained dirt road leading to a trailer home. The remainder of the proposed road is in pasture,
although some hardwood trees are scattered about.

The corridor section that begins at CR 910 and extends to CR 1016 consists primarily of pasture
land, although a sparsely wooded area of mesquite was encountered approximately 250 m (820 ft)
north of CR 910 (see Figure 2). A new livestock tank is located at the northern end of this
wooded area. Several shallow swales feed the tank with runoff water from the surrounding fields,
A large, contoured field on the western side of the right-of-way is adjacent to the northern end of
the wooded area, All the tributaries through this segment that run to Rock Creek are primarily
shallow swales or drainages with no standing or flowing water. Bedrock slabs and cobbles occur
at the surface in some portions of this segment as well, At CR 913, more residential areas appear
along and adjacent to the project corridor, though there is still open pasture in the corridor. A
Brazos Electric Coop power station is located at the intersection of the project corridor and FM
1902. The stretch of this segment between FM 1902 and CR 1016 is made up entirely of pasture

(Plate 5).

The northernmost segment of the project corridor extends from CR 1016 to its northern terminus
just northeast of FM 1902 (see Figure 3). The property just north of CR 1016 consists of a
recently plowed field. Small, fist-sized cobbles were observed in the newly turned dirt, The next
property northward, as well as the one extending to the southernmost intersection of the project
corridor with FM 1902 at CR 915, was covered in blooming wildflowers at the time of the
survey. The tributary to Rock Creek in this area has incised the rolling topography in varying
degrees, from nearly level with the surrounding ground surface to at least 1.2 m (4 ft) in depth.
The tributary section that crosses the corridor revealed a small cutbank filled with cobble lenses
(Plate 6), apparently the result of high-energy deposition.

The section from CR 915 northward to CR 1015 crosses a large upland pasture that is still used
for cattle grazing and was filled with wildflowers (Plate 7; see Figure 3}, At the southern end of
this section, a buried water line and an aerial power line were observed along CR 915. Two large
swales for delivering runoff to a large tank/pond just west of the project corridor were crossed
approximately 0.5 km (0:3 mi) north of CR 915. An aerial power line crosses the corridor just
north of this pond and extends to a house with a windmill and outbuildings located on CR 1015A
at the road's right-angle turn, which is 0.8 km (0.5 mi} north of its intersection with CR 915,
Moving northward, the project corridor closely follows the now-abandoned, north-south-trending
portion of CR 1015A, A natural gas pipeline crosses the corridor at a northwest-southeast
direction approximately 150 m (492 ft} south of CR 1015. This pipeline is mounded and marked
with orange posts and signs at fence lines, The walk-over continued northward at the west-
turning elbow of CR 1015 at an unnamed tributary to Rock Creek. Some flowing water was seen
in the shallow, rock-bottomed channel. The remaining portion of the segment northward to CR
920 is in pasture, covered with wildflowers and some scattered mesquite thickets. Another
unnarmed tributary in this segment, similar to the tributary just north of CR 1016, has incised the
landscape, although no evidence of archeological remains was discovered,

Between CR 920 and CR 1014A (just south of the Tarrant/Johnson county line), a windshield
viewing of some of the area that was partially inaccessible was achieved by way of Sparks Lane
(see Figure 3). Sparks Lane ends in a cul-de-sac that is in the center of the proposed alignment,
Several built and manufactured homes and outbuildings will be impacted. These residences are
recent (built after 1976 when the Primrose 7.5-minute quad was last photoinspected). Pasture
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runs from the north side of the cul-de-sac to CR 1014A, and from just north of CR 1014A to FM
1187, A wooden slurcy(?) tank/pump was encountered approximately 100 m (328 ft) north of CR

~ 1014A (Plate 8). The quad shows an abandoned outbuilding, though there is no extant evidence
other than an electrical pole in approximately the same location. About 100 m (328 ft) north of
this slurry tank/pump are two large rectangular ditches that may have been used as earthen
silos(?), each about 1.8 m (6 ff) deep (Plate 9). Several outbuildings across Floyd Hampton Road
may have been par of.this farming complex. The remaining 1.1 km (0.7 mi) of this section to
FM 1187 are in open upland pasturage. An east-west overhead power/telephone line crosses the
right-of-way 200 m (656 ft) south of FM 1187.

The section between FM 1187 and its intersection with FM 1902 (Cleburne-Crowley Road; see
Figure 3) is composed of pasture, with some trees close to FM 1187, A Rock Creek tributary just
north of the EM 1187/corridor right-of-way intersection is slightly larger than other drainages
seen along the project area and has incised the landscape, based on the rolling topography.
Although the cutbanks are from 0.6-1.5 m (2-5 ft) deep, there is no evidence of archeological
deposits. On the north side of this tributary the landscape gradually rises and somewhat levels
off. Just south of the northernmost right-of-way intersection with FM 1902 is another tributary.
This stream also varies in depth due to the topography. At the right-of-way, the cutbanks are only
about 0.6 m (2 ft) deep (Plate 10), but just 300 m (984 ft) downstream, the southern cutbank is
approximately 3 m (10 ft) in depth; yet no evidence of archeological remains was found, At this
point, the right-of-way turns northeasterly and crosses BM 1902 onfo yet more upland pasture,

In conclusion, the proposed SH 121 project corridor falls completely in an upland setting.
Because the upland lacks a permanent water source and because the soils are too shallow to be
conducive to retaining archeological deposits, prehistoric cultural resources are unlikely to occur
and no evidence of early historic pioneer farmsteads or ranches was found. Although most of the
roads in the general project area have been there for quite some time, occupation along these
roads is still, for the most part, sparse. No archeological remains were discovered during the
current investigation, and it is thus highly unlikely that any significant archeological resources
will be impacted during construction of this portion of SH 121.° Therefore, no further
archeological investigations are recommended for this project corridor.

Sincerely,

Melissa M., Green

Project Archeologist

Ref: 32020.00.22
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Plate 4. View north, intersection with CR 904,

i1
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Yiew oﬂh, southemn mterction with 1902,

Plate 5.

View southeast, creek cutbank, looking toward creek.

Pilate 6.
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Plate 8. Vieweast. P
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Texas Deparfment of Transpartation Conceptual Mitigation Plan
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Soil Map—lohnson Caunty, Texas CSJ: 0504-04-001 SH 121

Map Unit Legend

Johnson Gounty, Texas (TX261)
Map Unlt Symbo} Map Unlt Name Acres In A0t Percent of AOl
CuB Culp clay loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes 23,3 17.6%
Fr Frio silty clay, occasionally looded 12.2 9.2%
LeB Lewisville silly clay, 1 to 3 percent slopas 8.6 6.5%
PnB Ponder clay loam, 1 lo 3 percent slopes 21.5 16.2%
SaB Sanger clay, 1 to 3 parcent slopes 04 0.3%
SlA Slidel clay, 0 to 1 percanl slopas - 48.8 36.8%
SIB Slidell ¢lay, 1 to 3 percent siopes 4.7 3.6%
WsA Wilson shty clay loam, 0 {0 1 percant slopas 129 0.7%
Totals for Area of Inferest 1324 100.0%
USDA  Natural Resources Web Soif Survey 2.1 $1/25/2008

Cangervation Service National Cooperative Soli Survey Page 3 of 3
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CSJ: 0504-04-001, SH 121, Texas Archeological Sites Atlas Map
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o T
l Texas Department of Transportation

P.O. BOX 6868 «» FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76115-0868 » (817) 370-6500

July 9, 2001

Mr. Stan Ellison

Natural Resources Conservation Service
103 B Poindexter

Cleburne, Texas 76031

Re:  Proposed SH 121 in Johnson County
From: FM 1187
To: US 67
CS8J: 2118-02-008

Dear Mr, Ellison:

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is currently préparmg an
Environmental Assessment for the proposed SH 121 project in Johnson County. At this
time we are tequesting a farmland conversion impact rating for this proposed project
from you.

Enclosed are three (3) copies of form AD-1006, a location map, a compasite United
States Geological Survey roll (Joshua, Primrose and Cleburne West Texas Quadrangles)
indicating the bounds of the proposed right-of-way (in dashed orange) and a copy of the
Johnson County Soil Survey Maps with the alignment annotated in blue.

Please send your response to me at the address above. If you have any questions or need
additional information, please call me at (817) 370-6755. Thank you for your assistance
with this matter.

Sincerely,

A

Robert Hali
Environmental Coordinator

Enclosures
Copy w/o;:  Greg Parrent, P.E,

3141 Hood Street, Ste. 700
Dallas, TX 75219

Lee Park Center, Suite 700+ 3141 Hood Street s Dallas, Texas 75219« 214/522-8778 » Fax 214/526-443)

An Eaual Onnartiinitvy Emnlavar



JUN-25-2881 @9:22 LAN, INC,

214 526 4433

P.B2/82

U.S, Dopartment of Agricu

lture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART 1 {To be compleled by Fedoral Agency)

Date Of Land Evaluation Request  gag/01

Name O Projet g1y 121 8outham Extenslan

Federal Agoncy Involved 0 0ot Lilanway Adminietration

Propoged Land Use S‘ata Highway

County And Stale johnson County, Toxas

PART i (To be comp!etad by NRCS) -

e -Date Requaa; Recelved By NRGS

Avarage I_=arm Size

Does the site conlaln prime, uniqus, statamde or ldeal Im}aonam farmiand? . YeS. o Acras Iigatad.
{I na, the FPPA dees nol app;:v ‘do not comp!aia additlonal paris of this form). (I - . .
""Malor Crop(s) Farmabla Lend:In Gowt, Judsd!d.lon Amount Of Farmiland As Dafined in FPPA
Acres: . " % Acres: %
Nemeo Of Land Eveluation System Used Nama Of Local Sits Assosament System Date Land Evalualion Raturned By NRCS
Allemative Slte Raling
PART I} (To be complelad by Federal Agency) STo A S1a B Site & AT
A, Total Acres To Be Converted Diraclly 407.3
...B. Total Acres Ta Be Converted Indirectly 24.1
C. Tolal Acres In Site 431.4 0.0 0.0 0.0
PART IV (To bs complated by NRCS) Land Evaluation !nfolmatlon -
A._Tolal Acres Prime And Unique Farmiand " .
B, Tolal Acres Statewlde AndLocal Irnpor!am Farmiand
C. Percontage Of Fammland In County Or Local Govt:-Uni{ To Be Converted-
D. Parentage Of Farmland In Govl, Jurlsdistlon With Sama Or Higher Relalive Vaiua
PART V {To be completad by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion 0 0 0 5
Relative Valug Of Farmland To Be.Convented {Scals of { 1o 100 Paints}
PART VI (Ta be compleled by Faderal Agency) Maximum
§l{§“§ssessmanl Crierla (These criferia are oxplalned in 7 CER 658.5(b) Faints .
1. Araa In Nonurban Use 18 13 .
2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use 10 8 o
3, Parcent Of Site Belng Farmed 20 7
4, Prolection Provided By Stals And Local Governmant 20 0 i
5. Distance From Urban Bulllup Ares 0 0
6. Distance To Urban Support Services . 0 0 e
7. Size Of Present Farm Unlt Compared To Average 10 3 _ '
...._B. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland 25 22 i .
9. Avallabllity OF Farm Suppon Services 5. 5 ' .
10. On-Ferm Investments . 26 5 o
11. Effects Of Converslon Qn Farm Support Services 25 0
12. Compalibility With Existing Agricullural Use 10 5 -
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 88 o 0 C
PART Vil (To ba comploled by Faderal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farmiland (From Part V) 00 p 0 0 0
;?;agssslge s?;age;gmant {From Pert Vi above or 8 local 160 68 b 5 o
TQTAL POINTS (Total of abave 2 linas) 260 68 o] 0 0
Was A Local
Slie Selected: Datls Of Seleclion ae A toca YSL!: Agassmam U;??m

Reason For Selaclion;

{Sea Insvructions on revorse slda)
This Farm »as elactronienily producsd by Natoad] Praducilon Servkas Swalf

Form AD-1008 (10-83)
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USDA
=

H Y e e e 4
L ;;’5,_,-4;‘ -‘-] 3= -

United Slates Naturaf 101 South Maln T X0T aist y
Depariment of Resources Temple, Toxas B L' ‘L‘*‘W

Agrlcuiture Conservation 76501-7502
S Service JUN 1 020072

Subject: LNU-Farmland Protection- o June 7, 2002
SH 121 Highway Proposed
Johnson County, Texas 7

Texas Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 6868

Fort Worth, Texas

76115-0686

Attention: Robert Hall, Environmental Coordinator

We have reviewed the information provided concerning proposed S, H. 121 in Johnson
County, Texas. This is part of an Environmental Evaluation for the above-referenced
highway being prepared for the TxDOT and FHWA. We have evaluated the soils for this
project as required by the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA).

The proposcd project does contain Prime and Statewide Important Farmland soils as
defined by the FPPA. Several map units identified in the Soil Survey of Johnson County
are classified as Prime Farmland and Statewide Important Farmland. Approximately
431.4 acres of land will be acquired of whicli about 298.4 acres is classified as Important
Farmland by the FPPA. These soils had a composite score of 74 and the Total Points on
Part VII of the AD-1006 is 142. This site will require no additional consideration since
the rating score is less then 160, The FPPA states, “Sites receiving a total score of less
than 160 need not be given further consideration for protection and no additional sites
need to be evaluated”, 7CFR Part 658.4 (c) 2.

Attached is the completed AD-1006 (Farmland Conversion Impact Rating) form for this
project indicating the exemption status of this proposed project.

Thanks for the quality resource materials you submitted to evaluate this project. If you
have any questions please call James Greenwade at (254)-742-9960 or Sam Brown at
(254)-742-9854, Fax (254)-742-9859.

Thanks,
P A

ames M. Greenwade
Soil Scientist
Soil Survey Section
USDA-NRCS, Temple, Texas

The Natural Resources Consarvallon Service works hand-in-hand with AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
The American people lo consarve hatural resources on privale lands.
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epariment of Agiuliure. -

* F@MLAND CONVERSION:AMPAGT RuTING |
Tﬁ\RT | {To be comple!ed by Fadsral Agency) Date Of Land lEvalualion Regusst 6-25.01
Name of Project 8H 121 Federal Agency Involved Federal Highway Adminisiration
Proposed Land Use Transportation : County and State Johnson County, Texas
PART Il (To be completed by NRCS) Date Request Recelved By NRCS Person Compleling Fom: Jamos
4.24.02 Greenwade
Atresdmlgatéd ~ | AverageiFarm Size

Boes tba slie conlam ane. Umque Slate\wde or, Loca! !mporlanl Farmland? J YES S No

|

PART Wl (To be completed by Faderal Agency) : Allernative Site Raling

Sils A Site B Site C Sile D
A. Total Acres To Be Converled Direcily 407.3
B, Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly 241
C. Total Acres In Site 4314
PART IV (7o be-completed by NRCS) Land Evatualton Information A
' TA, Total A(;fes ane And: Umque Familang 3 283.2
35.2
0.001
Relative Valus.of Fariand To'Be Converted (Seale.o1.0 o- 100 Po]nts) s e . - :
PART VI (To be complsted by Federal Agency) Sile Assessmenl Criteria Maximum | gpe A Sis B Site © Sie D
{Criteria are explained In 7 CFR 658.5 b, For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) Polnte
1. Area In Non-urban Use (%) 113
2. Perimeter In Non-urban Use (1% 18
3. Petcent Of Site Being Farmed (20} 7
4, Prolection Provided By State and Local Government Qo) 1o
5. Distance From Urban Built-up Area (1% 0
6. Distance To Urban Support Services {16) 0
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average e 13
8. Creation Of Non-farmable Farmiand 10 q22
9. Avallability Of Farm Support Services (%)
10, On-Farm lnvestmanis {20)
11. Effacts- Of Conversion On Famm Suppor Services o 1o
12, Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use G0 15
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 68
PART VI (To be compieted by Federal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farland (From Part V) 100 74
Total Site Assessment (From Part VI ebova or lovel sile assessment) 160 68
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 280 142
. Was A Logal Site Assessmenl tsed?
Site Selected: A Date Of Seleclion yEs [ No x[]
Reason For Selsction Polnts less than 160
Name of Fedaral agency representative completing this form: Dala:

(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 {03-02)
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Texas ﬁépaﬁmém of Transporiation

DG, =15E 111H STREET °.ALST1H. TEXAS 787012483 » (512} 4532536

OEWITT G. GREER STATE HIGHWAY Bl
May 24, 2002
:I;H ( ) tal A Coordinati “w
nyironmen szegsment rdination
Johnson and Tarcent Conntieg PRO
ST 2118.01-008; 2118-02-008 TR L 7002

SH 121 South: From BM, 1187 to US 67

F— Dr. Ray C. Telfalr
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
WildJife Division
. Wildlife Habitar Asscssment Program
11942 .FM 848 : :

Tyler, Texas 757079657

Dear Dr. Telfair:

Consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding signed by our two agoncies, attached {3 8
copy of the enviroumental assessment covering the subjeet project for your review and comment.
Any comments you may have on this document will assist the Department in ensuring that the

Depurtment’s projects are sensitive to the natural resolaces of the state.

ays from the date of this letter. If you do
d dare the bottom of thia Jetter and return
& {3 received after the 45 days have
tons xegarding this

Please submit any cornments you miay have within 45 d
7ot have any comments on the docyment, pleass sign an
a copy lo the Environmental Affairs Division. If no respons
expired, we will proceed with project development, If you have any ques
project, please contast Mr, William Hood at (512) 416-2623.

Project Management
Environmentsl Affairs Division'

Atachmsnt , - . -

7 NO COMMENT: JQ (Aeg C?;,///MJF
' Wildtife Habitat A’ksessmeng Program
DATE: /V\gfé- 3 2002
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Texas Department of Transportation

QEWITT C. GREER STATE HIGHWAY BLOG. » 125 £ 19TH STREET # AUSTRY, TEXAS 787012463 & [512) {63-8538
» © DIST 02 FT. WORTH

May 24, 2002 TXDOT MAILROOM

NH{) MAY 3 0 2002
. ¥uvironmental Agaessment Coordination: - .
Johnson and Tamrant Counties

CS 3 2118-01-008; 2418-02-008 T

SH 121 South: Frotm FM 1187 to US 67

! Ms. Celeste Branesi-Brown
* Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Endangered Resourees Branch
3000 S. LY. 35, Sulle 100
AusHn, Texas 78704

Dear Mi. Brown:

Consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding signed by eur two ngencics; attached is o

copy of the enyironmental pssessmuent covedng the subject project for your review and comment.
Any comments you may have on this document will agsist the Department in ensuring that tha

Department’s projects ate sensitive to the natural resources of the sinte.

Please submlt any comments you may have within 45 dsys from the date of this letter, I you do
, . not have any comments on tha doournent, please sign and date the botlom of this letter and refurm
' . a copy to the Envirofmental Affairs Division. Xf no responss is recelved sfter the 45 days have
explred, we will proceed with project development, ¥f you haye any guestions regarding this
project please contact Mr. William Hood at 512-416-2623. -

Singeraly, .
M% .

Michele Skininer
Projact Menagenient
Environmental Affuirs Division

Attachment
3 NO COMMENT:_- .
Texas Biological and Conservation Data Systern
DATE: :
MMS:M
bee: . Ford Worth Distriet
" ERG :

Reference: BNV 850

An Fruail Oenortunine Emifoyés

avngeiTs FRLe RTINS RN ¢
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l Texas Department of Transportation

P.O. BOX 6868 « FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76115-0868 ¢ (817) 370-6500
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May 31, 2002

Mr. James Greenwade

Natural Resources Conservation Service
W.R. Poage Federal Building

101 South Main Street

Temple, Texas 76501-7682

Re:  Proposed SH 121 in Johnson County
From: FM 1187
To: US 67
CSJ: 2118-02-008

Dear Mr. Greenwade:

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is currently preparing an
Environmental Assessment for the proposed SH 121 project in Johnson County. At this
time we are requesting a farmland conversion impact rating for this proposed project
from you.

Enclosed is a copy of form AD-1006, a location map and a copy of the Johnson County
Soil Survey Maps with the alignment annotated in blue. The project can be found on
United States Geological Survey Quadrangles for Joshua, Primrose and Cleburne West
Texas.

Please send your response to me at the address above. We previously sent this
information to the Cleburne Field Office on July 9, 2001,therefore, and expedited
response will be appreciated. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please call me at (817) 370-6755. Thank you for your assistance with this matter,

Sincerely,

fratiar Hell

Robert Hall
Environmental Coordinator

Enclosures

L] + L] L

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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