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Appendix A:  

Comment/Response Matrix 

  



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

1 Samir Al-Jazrawi We like #2 General 
Support 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 

2 Tom  Allum 

In favor of proposal 1 Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 

.If the project goes through will the entrances to rolling oaks subdivision be rebuilt with these funds? 
Why can this proposal not have an additional option to zig-zag the road to avoid individual property 
loss?  

ROW 
Acquisition 

Yes, the entrances to rolling oaks subdivision will be rebuilt with the FM 723 widening improvement.  
 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives. Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of 
the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT 
website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying 
them of the public hearing. 

I am also concerned about additional noise and would like a noise reduction wall built along the entire 
front of rolling oaks subdivision Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 

 Very concerned about water runoff. Currently there is an investigation with Briscoe Falls who was 
found guilty of pumping silty water into Andres Creek. I am very concerned about additional water 
being put into Andres Creek as my home backs up to the creek and the property currently floods during 
heavy rains where I have experienced home flooding.   

Hydrology 
TxDOT will prepare a detailed drainage analysis during the final design phase for the proposed project. 
Drainage would be designed based upon the result of this study to avoid flooding. Water quality issues 
are handled by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 

3 Janine  Anderson 
Viewing the alternatives I would vote for alternative 1. I would also suggest that the 
walkways/sidewalks are not necessary. Avoid existing homes by using gentle curves. Why do you need 
that suggested distance between sidewalk and road. 

Design, 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from 
the public and the alternatives to determine the preferred or recommended alternative.  Public hearing 
will be held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public. The public will be 
notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, published notices on the 
TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail 
notifying them of the public hearing. 
 
Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction or widening projects. For safety, TxDOT will comply the requirements concerning 
pedestrians and the distance to the edge of travel way.   
 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

4 William  Bayard 

To save money, I recommend that the proposed widening and improvements to FM723 from Avenue D 
to FM 1093, in Fort Bend County, TX project does not extend west of the existing fence wall line 
currently bordering the east side of the property located at 6505 FM 723; at the north corner of Leesway. 
This existing fence (stone wall) was expensive to install and extending the highway past the existing 
fence line would require its removal and replacement by TxDOT at an additional cost exceeding $200k; 
not counting the additional cost of the property plus the replacement of the existing landscape (on the 
west side of the fence) that will be destroyed. Widening FM 723 up to the existing fence line (while not 
disturbing the 12' high stone wall) and by constructing the west 6' sidewalk along the east side the 
existing 12' high wall would reduce project cross. As part of the cost conscience tax payer group I 
highly recommend reducing project cost when possible and practical.  

Design 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. TxDOT's determination of the preferred or recommended 
alternative is based on a number of factors, including but not limited to, cost of acquisition.  

5 Renee  Boone 

I would like alternative 3.  Design 

 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives.  Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of 
the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT 
website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying 
them of the public hearing. 

Sidewalks and walkways are not necessary. Design Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction or widening projects.   

6 Brenda  Botello 

What are the plans regarding power lines? I do not want them any closer to my home. Buried would be 
nice.   Utilities 

All utilities will be evaluated during the final design phase to remain on existing ROW or relocated 
along future ROW. Burying power lines is an added cost unless the utility company will pay for the 
additional cost and this will be handled with an agreement. 

The extra 60' of ROW being sought is unnecessary. If 18 wheelers could be restricted or deterred it 
would be a positive, along with other large trucks.  Design The additional 60 feet of ROW is necessary to accommodate the widening FM 723 from 2 lanes to 4 

lanes divided with raised median, shoulders and drainage ditches.   

Options 1 and 2 would greatly devalue my property. Alternative 3 is the only option even workable in 
the section from Bellaire to 1093. Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. The preferred or recommended alternative is a combination 
of the three alternatives. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or recommended 
alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via 
newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to 
the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing.  
 

Are sidewalks going to be lighted? What affect on my property will those lights have? I do not want my 
backyard lit at night. Design TxDOT will not install lighting for pedestrians using the sidewalks. 

Why sidewalks on both sides? I do not want people behind my property and there have been no 
sidewalks. People walk along high speed area seems dangerous.  If sidewalks would be dropped the 
whole project would fit into the existing ROW. One sidewalk would be better than 2. 

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State guidelines call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along reconstruction 
or widening projects. Due to ongoing development on the west and east sides of FM 723, it is necessary 
to include sidewalks on both sides. 

What impact during and after will noise have? Project doubles capacity and brings closer to my property 
and it is already a through way with truckers and with projected 70 mph speed the noise would be even 
worse.  

Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  TxDOT will prepare a noise analysis. If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds 
noise walls to be feasible and reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be 
conducted. 

The boards indicated 70 mph that is way too high for residential and too load. A slower speed would 
deter traffic from trucks. Design Posted speeds for the project will be 45 mph based on the raised median design. 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

7 Joel Botello 

My home is in between Bellaire and FM 1093 on 723. The only plan that is effective and feasible for the 
section of 723 from Bellaire to FM1093 is Alternative 3. Alternative 1 moves the ROW to my back 
wall. This would devalue homes by at least 50%, cause noise issues, and make the home susceptible to 
motor vehicles crashing through the walls. Alternative 2 could work but it is not the best option. 
Alternative 1 should be deleted. Alternative 3 is the best option.   

Noise 

 
The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted.  
 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. The preferred or recommended alternative is a combination 
of the three alternatives. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or recommended 
alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via 
newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to 
the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 

There needs to be a plan for lighting, drainage, electrical, above ground or buried.  Utilities TxDOT final design will include plans for lighting, drainage, electrical, and other utilities.  

Delete the sidewalks and the project can be done within the existing ROW. With a design speed of 70 
mph a sidewalk shouldn't be next to cars traveling that fast. You wouldn't put a sidewalk on an Interstate 
or US highway. 

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State guidelines call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along reconstruction 
and widening projects.   

The speed limit should remain as is or a max of 45 mph.  Design Posted speeds for the project will be 45 mph based on the raised median design. 

8 Frank Briscoe 

I am primarily interested in this project from the standpoint of a residential property owner. However, I 
also have property on FM 723 north of my home and am interested in the effect of the project on 
business uses. I am not employed by, nor do business with TXDOT. Any benefit to me from the project 
will depend on how it is carried out. I learned about the meeting by mail. I do not support the project, 
unless some of the following concerns are met 

Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your concerns. 

Preservation of wetlands is an important issue to me, especially for the benefit they can offer as wildlife 
habitat and for migratory birds. I believe statements were made at the public meeting to the effect that 
no wetland studies have been made in association with this project. Despite the diligent work of the Fort 
Bend County Drainage Authority, there are still a few wetlands in Fort Bend County, and several of 
them will likely be impacted by widening FM 723.  

Wetlands 
A wetland delineation will be conducted for the proposed project area and impacts to wetlands and 
waters of the U.S. (WOUS) will be avoided and minimized where practicable. Impacts to wetlands and 
WOUS will be permitted and mitigated through the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

To the best of my knowledge, there has been no survey of vegetation in the project area, particularly of 
trees. I know of white oaks on our farm near the highway which are approximately 200 years old. (One 
recently came down in a storm and in harvesting the wood I was able to count the rings.) It is likely 
there are several spectacular trees within 60 feet of the current property line. 

Vegetation A complete Environmental Assessment will be completed for the proposed project. Affects to 
Threatened and Endangered Species, wildlife, habitat, and vegetation will be addressed in the EA. 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

As far as I am aware, there has been little environmental or archaeological study of the areas to be 
impacted on a scale appropriate to the resources. My central concerns have to do with incremental 
degradation of environmental and culture resources through projects like these, and the absence of 
planning for sustainable growth.  Also, as far as I am aware, there has been no inventory of cultural 
resources that will be affected by the project, at least, not on a scale that would include structures that 
might be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places if they are not already on the Register.  
The Right of Way of FM 723 is itself a significant resource. The route of FM 723, roughly .5 degrees 
from North-South, reflects the Spanish method of land division used along the Rio Grande in the 
settlements of Nuevo Santander. There, settlers were encouraged to move to the then-new frontier with 
grants of land called portions.  These were generally very long, narrow parcels extending from the Rio 
Grande in cardinal directions. In the early 1830s, my ancestor purchased one of the portions, and its 
eastern boundary is the center of FM 723 between the Brazos River and Fulshear-Gaston Road. (Much 
later, my grandfather and a great uncle donated the western half of the FM 723 ROW between FM 359 
to the north end of their property.) As a child, my family often looked for stone tools in freshly 
cultivated fields along 723. Roughly across from present-day Kingdom Heights, and farther north, we 
found troves of fine arrowheads and other stone artifacts – probably from the historic period. To the best 
of my knowledge, no historic or prehistoric survey work has been done in the project area. My family 
settled near the center of the long, narrow league of land in part, I feel certain, because of Brazos 
flooding. By 1851, and perhaps earlier, my ancestors located their homestead on what I believe is the 
highest ground between the Brazos and Fulshear-Gaston Rd. The first house seems to have been a split 
log house with a dog trot. A log barn (still extant) was built nearby. A second home, built about 1875, 
was built adjacent to the first. It is believed to have burned in the 1890s, and was replaced by the present 
home, where I live, built by my great grandfather.  The farm contains a great deal of mid- and late-
nineteenth century archaeological material. Much of it has yet to be surveyed. The family cemetery, 
established at least by the 1870s, includes a number of unmarked graves. While it is doubtful there are 
any within the 30 or even 60 feet contemplated as ROW, we cannot know that without a survey, perhaps 
by ground penetrating radar. Ultimately, my greatest concern is that this project, if carried out without 
more understanding of its impact, will accelerate the loss of features and characteristics that have made 
Fort Bend County a place held dear by many generations of my family.  

Historic/Arch 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be completed for the proposed project in accordance with 
Federal and State guidelines. A complete Historic and Archeological study will conducted as part of the 
EA. Impacts to Historic and Archeological properties will be addressed in the EA. Impacts to Historic 
and Archeological properties will be avoided and minimized where practicable. The Archeological and 
Historic Studies will have concurrence from the Texas Historic Commission prior to ROW acquisition. 

9 Joe and 
Michele Callus 

Two of your three proposals will greatly impact our property. We will lose our pool.   Design 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  

Don’t understand why an 18' median, 12' shoulder and a 6' sidewalk are needed. Design 

18' median width is necessary to provide a 12-foot left turn lanes and 6-foot for pedestrian refuge at 
median openings and intersections. The proposed addition of a raised median would work to reduce 
potential for head-on collisions along FM 723.  
 
The proposed 12' shoulder which is a significant increase from the existing 2.5' to 8' shoulders to 
provide refuge area for emergency vehicle.     
 
Current Federal and State guidelines call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along reconstruction 
projects and will comply the sidewalk width requirement. 
 

Why aren't there any lighted intersections?  Design TxDOT will evaluate during the final design if the intersections need safety illumination.  



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

We can hardly get out of our subdivision as it is now. Design TxDOT will conduct traffic study to determine if traffic signal light is warranted. 

What about sound barriers? Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 

I think adding extra lanes is going to increase the number of auto accidents and make it dangerous for us 
to be in our own backyard.  Safety 

Adding extra lanes is needed to accommodate future traffic demand and improved safety along the 
project. Design plans will comply with the State and FHWA design requirements to provide safety to 
the traveling public.   

10 Chris  Debaillon 

In response to TxDOTs Public meeting and presentation of  the three schematic design alternatives for 
the widening of FM723 between Avenue D and FM1093, Fort Bend County respectfully submits the 
following comments for record: 1) The widening of this roadway is badly needed and we support the 
project. Ending the project at Avenue D will increase congestion south of Avenue D. Extension of the 
four-lane section thru the intersections with US90A and Fm1640 is critical to the movement of traffic 
through this area of the County.  

Design 

TxDOT recognizes your support of the widening project. 
 
TxDOT is ending the project at Avenue D with no alternatives south of the Brazos River due to 
constraints. The intent is to match FM 723 improvements to tie-in to existing lane configuration south 
of the intersection with Avenue D.  TxDOT may consider FM 723 improvement beyond US 90A and 
FM 1640 as separate project in the future.  

2) In lieu of selecting a single alternative for the entire length of the project, we recommend shifting the 
alignment of the roadway between the three alternatives at various points along the project in order to 
minimize impacts to existing developments, including residences, businesses, and infrastructure along 
the alignment. We offer the following observations for consideration: (a) From the Brazos River to 
Oxford Lake Dr., the eastern alignment will avoid businesses on the west side of the road. (b) North of 
Riverside blvd, the LCISD properties don't appear to be significantly impacted by the eastern alignment. 
While CenterPoint's sub station will be impacted if the widening is proposed on the west side of the 
road. Shifting the road widening to the east would avoid a significant project cost for relocation of the 
utility substation. (c) At FM 359, there are businesses on both the east and west side of the road. A 
western alignment appears to impact the fewest. (d) Between Pecan Creek and the Briscoe Falls 
subdivision, a western alignment would have the least impact on residence4s to the east of the roadway. 
(e) Approaching Briscoe Falls subdivision, shifting to an eastern alignment would preserve residential 
lots and the landscaping strip. (f) Keeping the eastern alignment to FM1093 would reduce impacts to the 
Westheimer Lakes subdivision (the western alignment would take a few feet of the back yards adjacent 
to the ROW) and future commercial property on the southwest corner of FM 1093 and FM723. Fort 
Bend County will work with TxDOT to better define the potential impacts along the alignment and 
assist in any way possible to work out an alignment to minimize impacts on existing development and to 
preserve the ROW for future widening of the roadway.  

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives.  Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of 
the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT 
website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying 
them of the public hearing. 
  

11 Clarence  Duran 

See attached comments on expanding FM 359 to FM 1093 and FM 1463 to IH10 instead of expanding 
FM 723, which has multiple benefits: less cost per mile, less impact on homeowners. Remove unsafe 
double 90 degree turns on FM 359 at Fulshear- Gaston Road. Expanding FM 1463 and extending to 
IH10 at Cane Island Pkwy overpass benefits Cinco West, Cross Creek, etc. Things have changed since 
the proposal in 2005. 

Design/Envir
onmental 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives.  Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or 
recommended alternative has been chosen. The public will be notified of the public hearing.  
 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

Lenny DeCarlo, VP of the Rolling Oaks POA in his letter to you makes a convincing case on why 
expansion of FM723, IF DONE, should be on the WEST side of FM723 and not on the EAST side (and 
in most locations North of FM359, NOT the 50/50 alternative). The following is “The Potential 
Scenario’ using the expansion of FM359 that was also mentioned. Expansion of FM359 will be cheaper 
per mile than expansion of FM723 due to differences in terrain and number of existing homes as well as 
the expensive commercial property along FM723. There is one location at the creek on the north side of 
RO where expanding east or west is “dicey”, where somebody will suffer with the loss of property, if 
not a house (Some homes in ROW are also at risk in the “EAST’ alternative). By expanding FM359 to 
FM1093, expanding FM1463 with an extension to IH10 at the Cane Creek overpass provide the same 
benefits? as the FM723 expansion at a slight increase in travel distance for some northbound traffic. 
There already exists a need to expand FM 1463 and an extension to the Cane Creek IH10 overpass may 
already be planned. I am including some Google maps which on which I highlighted my proposal. I am 
available at any time to further discuss this with you. Expanding FM723 was proposed in 2005 before 
Cinco Ranch was built in that area “to allow another North-South road to IH10”. State funding was not 
available at that time. Cinco Ranch is built out now and I am certain the residents do not want added 
traffic through their area that expansion of FM723 would bring. Continuing along to 110 using Spring 
Green is also not straight forward. I hope Jim Hunt is enjoying his retirement and that the dangerous 
“cut through the esplanade” at 1st (Hwy36) and the SW Freeway he wanted to eliminate, is with the 
expansion of 59/69. 

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives.  Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or 
recommended alternative has been chosen. The public will be notified of the public hearing.  
 

12 Roger  Finley  

On options 1,2,and 3 at survey point 265+00 to 270+00 if the north point of turn lane could be moved 
back a few feet then we could exit going north on FM723 without having to hit the curb. On options 1 
and 2 I will lose 30' to 60' of property on 760' of road front.  

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives.  Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or 
recommended alternative has been chosen. The public will be notified of the public hearing.  
 
TxDOT will analyze the location of the proposed median opening and will provide if feasible. 

This would affect my Ag exemption. How would this be handled? Grandfathered? Lose exemption?  ROW 
Acquisition 

The potential affects to an Agricultural Exemption would be handled by the TxDOT Right-of-Way 
(ROW) Department. TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and 
businesses that are displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is 
determined that a structure must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner 
and/or tenant is contacted by a relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the 
owner/tenant is eligible and assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the 
relocation counselor will provide listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing 
(especially for elderly and handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for 
relocated persons.  

13 John Jr. 
& Lisa Gallardo 

Road elevation needs to stay as is or possibly lower. My records as of 1995-96 says at 91. Design The proposed profile grade elevations of the road will maintain the existing elevations except in flood 
prone areas. 

Request a median opening at 164 instead of 169.  The 169 opens at unused fence up eastside. In 20 
years may have become occupied by different clients. An opening at 164 would help the farmer with big 
implements exiting the eastside of 723 turning left towards Rosenberg 

Design TxDOT will analyze the location of the proposed median opening and will provide if feasible. 

14 Jeff  Gibson As long as you go, Alternative 1. Makes no sense to destroy much more developed east side. Excessive 
cost to taxpayers.  Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives.  Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or 
recommended alternative has been chosen. The public will be notified of the public hearing.  
 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

15 Jerry and 
Mary Goldberg 

We represent ourselves, our business, Sport Horse Sales of Texas,  L.L.C., all the  11 platted lots in 
Creek Colony Estates, and 17 horse owners at our facility. We are  located in  Creek Colony Estates 
subdivision,  FM 723 north of FM  359 and  have concerns regarding  this  project specifically  as it  
relates  to the section  between FM 359 and Bellaire  Blvd. Our property located at 6703 Creek Colony 
Drive is both a residence and operating horse breeding and training facility. We have no less than 11 
horse trailers and delivery of shavings and horses by multiple 18 wheel trailers and a daily flow of 
delivery vehicles. This section of FM 723 is a rural road with many properties which are active farms 
and ranches   involving trucks towing trailers and large service and delivery vehicles. Consequently,   
there is no real  need for the introduction  of the type of median, or sidewalks,  of such  a large width  
which  would impose significant hardship  to many property owners  and create a dangerous traffic  
environment for everyone. Our property entrance is  directly across  the  road  from another active  
farm/ranch  entrance  owned by Steve and  Nancy Kempe, with both horses and cattle  and  will 
continue to be utilized as such.   Therefore, it is essential that we have a turn lane/median opening to 
allow access to each property from the north and south on FM 723. This access is critical to the safe, 
proper, historical, and ongoing use of these properties. Without  such  access,  vehicle  traffic including  
trucks pulling animal   trailers, farm equipment trailers, as well as the other required daily vehicle traffic  
would  be forced to find a place either north  or south  to attempt a  U-turn  to then  enter either property. 
This would be dangerous, inefficient, burdensome, and impractical.  

Design 

The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 
 
TxDOT will analyze the turn lane and location of a median opening for your driveway access that will 
accommodate for larger vehicles. 

We feel you should strongly re-consider the need for expanding the ROW from 120 feet to 180 feet, in 
this section of FM 723, as a more practical design would far better serve the property owners on both 
sides of the road, as well as persons driving through. The current portion of FM 723 north of 1-69  to 
Avenue  H  has  4 lanes, a road level median turn  lane, and shoulders in  approximately 90 feet. This 
roadway has substantial commercial traffic with numerous business entries on both sides. The current   
ROW on 723 between 359 and Bellaire is 120 feet, more than adequate to accommodate a similar 
design with room to widen any lanes if needed. This road section has a limited number of entries on 
either side. It is your responsibility to see that any ROW expansion would minimize impact, costs, and 
burden to as many parties as possible.  The financial cost to the state/taxpayers, the impact to private 
property owners, and the total number of private property owners affected would all be significantly 
minimized if any required expanded ROW was limited to the existing 120 feet, or less, of ROW.  

Design 

The additional 60 feet of ROW is necessary to accommodate the widening FM 723 from 2 lanes to 4 
lanes divided with raised median, shoulders, sidewalk, and drainage ditches.   
 
 

Additionally, construction of sidewalks adjacent to FM 723 is unnecessary.  Use of sidewalks along 
such a rural road is not needed as the tracts along FM 723 are farm/ranch tracts with absolutely no need 
for sidewalks.  That would be a true waste of taxpayers' money. Please give substantial consideration to 
our concerns, as the alternatives will create expensive, burdensome and unsafe traffic patterns. Please 
feel free to contact us to discuss this project and its benefits and impact on us and our community.  

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction and widening projects.   

16 Robbie Hilliard Between 465 and 470 please make left turn available when heading south on HWY 723 please. I will 
only support proposal 1 if given a choice. Design A median opening to accommodate left turn lane will be provided at Rolling Oaks. TxDOT recognizes 

your support of alternative 1. 

17 Conettta Hilliard 
I do not support the project however I would settle for alternative 1 which consists of 465 and 470. 
Alternative 2 would backup to the edge of my pond. Alternative 3 would go straight through my fish 
pond. I only support alternative 1. 

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or recommended alternative has been chosen. 
The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, 
published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will 
receive a notice in the mail notifying them up the public hearing. TxDOT is currently analyzing the 
comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine the preferred or recommended 
alternative.   
 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

18 Danny 
and Patsy Hopkins 

We need alternative 3 to be implemented to minimize the impact to our property and family. Our main 
reasons are: 1) with alternative 3 it will have little to no impact on us and the access on the east side 
(other side from us) has little to no impact or obstacles. The gas line manifold can be moved with little 
effort further to the east. My 35 years as a piping engineer with an oil and gas company, I am confident 
the piping move is insignificant.  

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing.  
 

2) we purchased the property 3 years ago, partly because of the beautiful pine and oak trees along the 
front of our property. Destroying these trees for highway right of way would cause significant property 
value loss for our family. The 11 oak trees and 12 pine trees cannot be relocated and would take 20 
years to grow to what they are now.  

ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  
 

3) We have a handicapped son who does not sleep well when there is much noise. The existing trees 
provide a noise barrier from the existing highway noise. Loss of these trees would significantly impact 
our sons ability to sleep at night. This would certainly affect his well being.  

Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
 

4)There are marsh/wetlands just north of Evans Road on our side (west side) of FM 723 rd. Taking right 
of way from our side would impact these wetlands which would be very unfortunate. Please implement 
alternative 3 in front of our property.  

Wetlands/W
OUS 

A wetland delineation will be conducted for the proposed project area and impacts to wetlands and 
waters of the U.S. will be avoided and minimized where practicable. TxDOT recognizes your support 
of alternative 3. 

19 Susan  Hosman 

I live in Westheiman Lakes Canyon Gate and my fence backs up to FM 723 near the intersection of 
Bellaire and FM 723. I do not support the project as I believe the proposals locate the expansion too 
close to the existing fence. It will also reduce the value of our homes. If were to go through I would 
prefer alternative 3. 

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing.  

 It will increase the noise from additional traffic which is already loud with truck traffic. Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
  

20 Alan and 
Melissa  Inman 

As a resident along Fm723 we fully support proposed alternative 2- taking additional ROW from each 
side. Both sides will benefit from widening the road therefore both sides should shoulder the burden to 
make it possible. I do not see the need for a sidewalk as there is no foot traffic in our area. The cyclists 
that frequent our road would not utilize the sidewalk. Extra costs and land footage could be avoided by 
eliminating the sidewalks.  

Design 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  Current Federal and State guidelines call for the inclusion of 
pedestrian facilities along reconstruction projects.   

21 Peter Jakubents 

We need a wider road, Alternative 1 or 2 are preferred.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1 or 2. 

sidewalks don’t seem to be necessary.  
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction and widening projects.   

Should be some right turn lanes.  Design TxDOT is analyzing the need for median opening and turn lanes through-out the proposed project.  

Would make more sense to put detention ponds on west side of the road.  Hydrology TxDOT will evaluate the proposed detention ponds location and conduct hydrology/drainage study for 
the proposed project. Final detention pond locations would be based upon the results of this study. 

723 bridge will still be a bottleneck.  Design The bridge at the Brazos River will be restriped to four lanes as part of this project to match the four 
lanes for the rest the project. 

I would hope it could be finished before 2023.  Construction 
Schedule The proposed project is anticipated to be completed by approximately 2023. 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

22 Steve and 
Nancy  Kempe  

We are unable to attend the public meeting scheduled for June 16th regarding the expansion of FM 723. 
However, we did visit the TxDOT Rosenberg office and reviewed the plans. We are providing our 
comments in advance of the meeting and may provide additional comments during the 10 business day 
period following it. We own property on FM 723 north of FM 359 and have several comments and 
concerns regarding this project specifically as it relates to the section between FM 359 and Bellaire 
Blvd. GENERAL SUPPORT: Firstly, we understand and support the need for improvements to FM723 
to accommodate safety and traffic concerns, both current and future.   

Design TxDOT thanks you for your support.  

NEED FOR TURN LANES AND MEDIAN OPENING: Secondly, our property is an active farm/ranch 
with both horses and cattle and will continue to be so. As such, we have a continuous daily flow of 
trucks, trailers, delivery and service vehicles, etc. Additionally, the Goldberg property (Creek Colony 
Ranch) located at 6703 Creek Colony Drive is also an active breeding farm/ranch with a large daily 
volume of trucks, trailers, service vehicles, etc. The entrances of these two properties on FM 723 are 
directly across from each other as shown in EXHIBIT 1 attached. It is essential that we have a turn 
lane/median opening to allow access to each property from the north and south on FM 723. This access 
is critical to the safe, proper, historical, and ongoing use of these properties. Without such access, 
vehicle traffic including trucks pulling animal trailers, farm equipment trailers, as well as the other 
required daily vehicle traffic would be forced to find a place either north or south to attempt a U-turn to 
then enter either property. This would be dangerous, inefficient, burdensome, and impractical. 

Design TxDOT will analyze the location of a median opening and turn lane for your driveway that will 
accommodate larger vehicles. 

Thirdly, it is our understanding that the plans call for expanding the ROW from 120 feet to 180 feet. We 
further understand that any such additional ROW may come from: both the east and west sides of FM 
723; from only the west of FM 723; or, from only the east of FM 723. Taking land from private owners 
is rarely, if ever, a welcome occurrence irrespective of the reasons or compensation. There are 
significant differences and considerations in comparing the east and west sides of FM 723 regarding the 
impact of any ROW expansion. 

Design TxDOT is analyzing the potential impacts to property owners prior to determining the preferred 
alternative. 

23 Insook Kim-Voijt I support for alternative 3. Take as less land as possible.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 3. 

24 Maru  Kurin Spend money on 1093 First. 723 is not that busy. The center lane should not be a raised median but a 
turning lane. 

Funding/ 
Design   

 
The FM 1093 project is a toll project funded by Fort Bend County Toll Road Authority. 
 
The projected year 2040 traffic volume required FM 723 to be widened.  
 
The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 
 
18' median width is necessary to provide 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median and 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections.  
 

25 Rene Lamb 

There are multiple single family homes and large agricultural tracts fronting FM 723 from the Brazos 
River to Bellaire Blvd. There are at least five subdivisions, three commercial, three school entrances 
which directly access FM 723. My property is located across from the historical Briscoe cemetery, 
which sits at least 500 feet from the current right-of-way, making acquisition of my property much more 
expensive than acquiring property from the mostly vacant west side of the road. We have not only gates 
and fencing fronting FM 723, but all of the utilities run along our side (east) of the road, the moving of 
which would be quite expensive and drive up the cost of the expansion. Further my property has some 
of the oldest and best Burr Oak trees in the county which should be preserved for future generations and 
old growth pecan trees in the acquisition area shown on TxDOT's road schematics. 

ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred alternative.  



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 

Category Response 

TxDOT's plans to build medians on FM 723 will create a dangerous situation; medians and forced U-
turns are unnecessarily dangerous to all of us who use this road. FM 723 is a rural road and should be 
designed accordingly. A center turn lane rather than medians would provide a safer traffic flow. 
Moreover, the center turn lane design is used on FM 723/TX36 from I-69 to Ave H in Rosenberg. A 
continuation of that design for FM 723 north of the Brazos River would be much safer. A design which 
includes center turn lanes, like on FM 359 from the corner of FM 723/FM 359 to Pecan Grove, would 
be less dangerous and allow for a better traffic flow. Changing the road design in only one area of FM 
723 will cause confusion to drivers and increase the risk of accidents on the road. 

Design 

The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 
 
18' median width is necessary to provide 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median and 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections. 

The proposed sidewalks along the expanded FM 723 are completely unnecessary. Sidewalks along a 
rural road, even with the current school locations and anticipated future development, would not be used 
because there is no pedestrian traffic nor walking destinations along the road in our area. I cannot see a 
real purpose for sidewalks along FM 723 in the foreseeable future and hope TxDOT will reconsider 
installing sidewalks. 

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

26 Joey Lenderman 

Enchanted Gardens has been in operation for the last 20 years and is a family owned and operated 
business. We have approximately 1200 linear feet of frontage on the east side of FM723, north of 
FM359.  However, taking the easement on the east side of 723 from our property will make it difficult, 
if not impossible to develop the property and remain a "good neighbor" offset from the rear property 
line. At this time we have contracted with a land planning firm and are awaiting final plans for further 
property development and expansion of our business.  

Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred alternative.  

Our main concern is that we need a crossover/turning lane in the median for the public to access our 
property when heading south on FM723.We are open to where the break in the median is-whatever 
works best for all involved. 

Design TxDOT will analyze your request for a median opening at this location. 

Other concerns include flooding, as mild to light flooding of the property has increased as the land 
around us has been developed for a variety of purposes  (schools, subdivisions, etc.) I have attached 
pictures from recent flood events, which occur when rainfall amounts reach totals of approximately six 
to eight inches.  

Flooding TxDOT will conduct a detailed drainage analysis during the final design for the proposed project. 
Drainage would be designed based upon the result of this study.  

Finally, I assume that we need to start considering the relocation of the entrances closest of the corner of 
723 and 359. Please advise me as to the best possible locations to accommodate your plans.  Design 

 
The relocation of the existing entrances will be determined on the preferred or recommended 
alternatives of the project. Please contact the TxDOT Houston District Permit Office to discuss 
entrances relocations.  

27 Jordan 
Briscoe  Mahler 

As owner of Briscoe Manor, I feel the widening of FM723 is needed. Mr. Mahler sent the following 
email: I am one of the owners of Briscoe Manor at 5801 FM 723, Richmond, TX 77406. Briscoe Manor 
is an event facility, on 50.625 acres, that hosts over 120 weddings and other corporate events a year. I 
am in full support of the widening of FM723. Of the three alternatives presented at the recent Public 
Meeting, my preference for securing the ROW would be for proposed alternative 3- securing additional 
ROW equally from the East Side of the current ROW or at worst case scenario, I would be fine with 
taking equal amounts of ROW from both the west and east side of FM723. 

Design Your requests have been accommodated in the new design. 

I also ask that the ROW needed are taken equally from both sides of FM723 or all on the East side of 
FM723 since its only pasture land across from us. Design Your requests have been accommodated in the new design. 

 I also request a cross median be made at about station 388+00 to accommodate our clients, guests to 
events, and also daily 18 wheeler deliveries.  Regarding the proposed roadway, there is no cross median 
presently proposed at the  entrance to Briscoe Manor, 5801 FM723, at station 388+00. Because of the 
heavy guest traffic (400-600 cars on weekends and 18 wheelers with deliveries throughout the week, we 
respectfully request that a cross median be included at station 388+00. Thank you for your 
consideration.  

Design Your requests have been accommodated in the new design. 



Commenter 
No. 

First 
Name Last Name Comment Resource 
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28 Bill  Mahler 

As owner of Briscoe Manor, or event facility, at 5801 FM723, Richmond, TX, my preference for the 
widening of FM723 is Alternative 2-taking additional right of way, equally from both sides. Mr. Mahler 
also sent this email:  I am one of the owners of Briscoe Manor at 5801 FM 723, Richmond, TX 77406. 
Briscoe Manor is an event facility, on 50.625 acres, that hosts over 120 weddings and other corporate 
events a year. I am in full support of the widening of FM723. Of the three alternatives presented at the 
recent Public Meeting, my preference for securing the ROW would be for proposed alternative 3- 
securing additional ROW equally from the East Side of the current ROW or at worst case scenario, I 
would be fine with taking equal amounts of ROW from both the west and east side of FM723.  

Design Your requests have been accommodated in the new design. 

I also respectfully request that a turn lane and cross median be included at the entrance of Briscoe 
Manor, at station 388+00 to accommodate clients, guests, and 18 wheelers for deliveries throughout the 
week. Regarding the proposed roadway, there is no cross median presently proposed at the entrance to 
Briscoe Manor, 5801 FM723, at station 388+00. Because of the heavy guest traffic (400-600 cars on 
weekends and 18 wheelers with deliveries throughout the week, we respectfully request that a cross 
median be included at station 388+00. Thank you for your consideration.  

Design Your requests have been accommodated in the new design. 

29 Sarah Malcolm  

Overall, there are significantly more private improvements on the east side of FM 723 including 
entry/security gates, fencing, landscaping, and other valuable improvements on a larger number of 
properties. Additionally, a major consideration is that there are a number of homes on the east side that 
would be rendered unusable, undesirable, or otherwise suffer significant negative impact. ROW 
expansion would result in significantly higher costs to the state/taxpayers and a substantial and disparate 
burden to property owners on the east side of 723. Furthermore, there is significantly more utility 
infrastructure both above and below ground on the east side compared to the west side. The properties 
on the west side of FM 723 have substantially less improvements and would correspondingly incur 
significantly less impact resulting from ROW expansion. Ideally any ROW expansion should endeavor 
to minimize impact, costs, and burden to as many parties as possible. The financial cost to the 
state/taxpayers, potential legal delays and expenses, the direct impact to private property owners, and 
the total number of private property owners affected would all be significantly minimized if any 
required expanded ROW was to come from the west side to the maximum extent practicable. 

ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT determination of the preferred or recommended alternative is based on a number of factors, 
including but not limited to cost of acquisition.  

30 Roger  Malcolm  

I hope that TxDOT takes a flexible approach to which sides of FM723 are taken. Around where I live, 
for roughly a mile stretch of FM723 from First Oaks St. to just north of Meadow Way Circle, there are 
15 houses on FM723 Frontage on the east side and most of them are close to the road. Over the same 
stretch of FM723 there are only about 3 to 4 homes on the west side and they are farther from the road, 
so there  would be less impact on  the west side over this stretch and it would cost the state less money 
to take that side. I hope that TxDOT takes this situation into strong consideration when forming its plans 
over this stretch of FM723.  

Design 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. TxDOT's determination of the preferred  or recommended 
alternative is based on a number of factors, including but not limited to cost of acquisition.  

31 Don McIntyre 

I represent AMDT LLC and we own the Grand Oaks Business Park located at FM723 and First Oaks 
Street (a county road) in Richmond, TX. Also, all of the required setback considerations were addressed 
when our plan was approved in 2012 and if any additional ROW is acquired on the eastbound side of 
FM723 it will severely impact our plans to develop the property like we intended to. Any plans for 
ROW acquisition at this section of FM723 should consider the westbound side of the road as the most 
feasible option 

Design 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. TxDOT's determination of the preferred or recommended 
alternative is based on a number of factors, including but not limited to cost of acquisition.  

The road expansion plan needs to provide a southbound left turn lane on the First Oaks Street, to protect 
the vehicles entering the park, which is primarily coming from the north.  Design TxDOT will analyze the need for a turn lane at First Oaks Streets. 

32 Ed  Mears We would be pleased to bid this proposed project. It will generate hundred of construction jobs during 
its construction.  

Bidding/cons
truction Bid proposals will be released after Environmental Clearance and Final Design have been completed. 

33 Esther Mgbeike I am in support of alternative 1. Since most of the development has been on the east side it means the 
best thing to do would be to expand on the west side more.  Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 

the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 



Commenter 
No. 
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Also I am in support of no sidewalk. This may be included in the bid but it is not needed. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

34 Charles  Mgbeike 

The proposed project will impact my property . A portion of my property will be taken depending on the 
alternative used. I would recommend alternative 1. Most existing properties are on the east side of the 
road. It makes sense to acquire properties on the west side where properties are yet to be developed.  

Design  TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1 

Sidewalk construction is not required. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

35 Mark Millis 

 
I am the CEO of The Millis Group, Inc., which is the General Partner of 572-Three, Ltd. And developer 
of Kingdom Heights. Kingdom Heights is a 600 acre master planned community  located on the east 
side of FM 723 from Station 195+00 to 249+00 on the drawings submitted to the public for comment on 
the date noted above. I am attaching a conceptual land development plan for your review and 
consideration. This master planned community currently contains over 400 homes and will contain 
approximately 1,350 home sites upon completion.  We will have many other comments to make 
concerning public safety, traffic control and other issues as the project progresses. 
 

Design   TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.   

 
Option # 1 is our preference because across from our property site, the west side of FM 723 is all 
designated to be in the 100 year flood plain, is virtually undevelopable without a levy system and has no 
current or planned development. You will note on the conceptual land plan that we intend to develop 
our frontage into commercial land tracts. Option #2 or Option #3 will render our commercial frontage 
unusable due to a lack of depth after a potential taking.  
 

Design   TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

 
Kingdom Heights will have two entrances onto FM 723. These entrances are existing and currently 
named on the plans as Kingdom Heights Boulevard and Oxford Court. With the anticipated housing 
count, there must be turning lanes installed on the two entrances to Kingdom Heights. The current plans 
do not show turning lanes. 
 

Design  TxDOT will analyze the need for a turn lane at this location.  

36 Mahendi Momin 
A agree with alternative 3, also I request for easy access for my business, Pecan Creek Food store, from 
both ways of traffic. I need access in and out for FM723 north to 1093 so don’t hurt my business. I agree 
with 723 south 

Design TxDOT will analyze the location of the median opening with turn lane at this location. TxDOT 
recognizes your support of alternative 3. 

37 N/A N/A 
We do not support the proposed changes, however given a choice of proposals, we support option 1. 
When traveling south on HWY 723 between 465 and 470 left turning must be made an option. We do 
not support alternative 2 or 3 at all. 

Design We will analyze the location of the median opening with turn lane. TxDOT recognizes your support of 
alternative 1. 

38 N/A N/A I do not support the project, however if I had to settle for one it will be alternative 1. Alternative 2 
would go at the back of my pond, but alternative 3 would go straight through my pond.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

39 N/A N/A Why is an 18' wide median necessary? We need a smaller median so shoulders can be smaller.   Design 18' median width is necessary to provide 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median and 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections.  
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 Houses along 723 will be greatly reduced in value. ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  

Smaller shoulders for row of bushes only as sound barrier and to absorb pollution. Noise 

 
The proposed 12' shoulder which is a significant increase from the existing 2.5' to 8' shoulders to 
provide refuge area for emergency vehicle.     
 
The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
 

Also need 3'-4' sidewalks for bicyclists and walkers. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Sidewalks are proposed along the project and all sidewalks will be consistent with Federal guidelines. 

40 Vasudha Narurkar 

Alternative 1 is most favorable for me. Alternative 2 and 3 will take our driveway. Proposal 3 will take 
our driveway completely. Only alternative 1 will work for us. Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 

the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

Width of the side walk is too much.,  
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

 Also the width of the median is not necessary. Design 
18' median width is necessary to provide for 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections. The proposed addition of a raised median would eliminate head-on 
collisions along FM 723. 

41 S.  Narurkar 

Alternative 1 is most preferable as far as we are concerned. A combination of alternative 1 and 
alternative 2 might work.   Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

Another comment I have is the width of the sidewalk is too much. As it is no one walks along the road.  
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

The cyclists have enough ROW to the road because motorists allow them on country roads. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

The proposed design follows guidance from the Federal Highway Administration Guide for the 
Development of Bicycle Facilities . A shared use path is typically designed in a separate alignment off 
of the roadway facility. Due to the number of driveways and heavy traffic volumes along FM 723, 
guidance shows that the proposed shared use lane is the appropriate bicycle facility. 

Also the width of the median is not necessary if a median is needed at all. Design 
18' median width is necessary to provide for 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections. The proposed addition of a raised median would eliminate head-on 
collisions along FM 723. 

42 Joe and 
Ann Nguyen From FM359 to Bellaire Blvd., there are less homes on the west side that are affected than on the east 

side. I believe that alternative 1 would be the better choice Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 
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In addition with the increased traffic, it would be great to have a sound barrier wall for each of the 
neighborhoods affected.  Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
 

43 Daniel  Paredes 

The ROW seems a little excess. 120' is too much. The project should be moved to the east side where 
there is less development from Bellaire to FM 1093. Alternative 3 is the best around 1093.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 3. 

Also concerned about noise from more traffic.  Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
  

What is going to happen with the HAZMAT areas around FM1093?  HAZMAT 
The site shown on the Environmental Constraints Map, was listed in a regulatory database report as an 
Above Ground Storage Tank (AST) Facility. There is one AST located on the site and the site is not of 
environmental concern to the proposed project.   

44 Vincent  Raviele  

Alternative 1. I bought two lots so I would not be near the FM723 road. I do not want part of lot 37 
taken. We were told over 10 years ago that they would use the west side of 723. If I knew that there was 
going to be a change I would have moved. Also Briscoe Falls dumps all their water (silt) in the creek 
Andres. Behind our home.  I purchased two lots in 1988. I was 37 years old. One lot was for me to build 
on and the other was to be my sons lot when he got older and has a family. Back then, needless to say 
we were out in the country and we rarely ever saw a vehicle. If we did they lived in our neighborhood. 
Growth came and little by little I started wishing I never purchased out here being so close to a country 
road that became a major thoroughfare within 20 years. The noise from traffic now is sickening. People 
have driven through my fence on two occasions fleeing the scene and me having to pay over $7500 for 
rebuilding only 6 sections. See attached pictures. I have over 4 million dollars invested in my home and 
property. Ten years ago when this issue about widening FM723 was first brought up we were told at 
Foster High School that if it did happen it would be where you were going to take the west side of 723. 
If I knew there was even the slightest chance or question that it was going to change and become a vote 
down the line to see what side you were going to take I would have moved. As far as I am concerned the 
smartest option for you people is the Alternative 1. I would support the Alternative One also. My 
reasons are as follows: (1) The few people who do live on the west side have very large front yards and 
many have multiple acres in the area between FM723 and their homes. (2) There are more homes and 
people who live on the east side of FM723. God forbid if you took the east side of FM723 because some 
people would have to relocate their homes.  

ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial 
assistance to residences and businesses that are displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in 
accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 
1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure must be acquired in order to construct that 
highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a relocation counselor who provides 
information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and assists the owner/tenant in applying 
for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide listings of comparable housing, 
transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and handicap persons), and referrals to 
other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  

 I attended a meeting last week (June 16, 2016) at Briscoe Junior High School. I filled out a piece of 
paper and put it in a box that to me was not very secure (There were people pulling out forms and 
reading them). I wanted to send this in to be sure it was received.  

Public 
Involvement 

All comments were received. The meeting is staffed by TxDOT and their consultants. The comment 
box is monitored by TxDOT and their consultants. 

45 Vincent  Raviele II 
If anything I would vote for alternative 1. I bought out here to be far away from traffic. The other lot is 
to be used when I get married so I can build a house on it and start my family next to my childhood 
home.  

Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

46 Bob Ray We cannot wait for the project. General 
Support TxDOT recognizes yours support of the project. 

47 Nancy  Reichardt 
Take a combination of all 3 alternatives depending on the particular stretch of road in order to least 
negatively impact the residents of existing homes and subdivisions. Be flexible! In your plans curve the 
road some to avoid taking homes. Take extra ROW from raw land side of street not homes/subdivisions 

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing.  
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48 William  Reichardt 
Suggest a combination of the 3 alternatives to vary the ROW from west to center to east to impact the 
fewest residences/businesses which should be the least costly. Consider curving the road rather than 
straight run. 

Design 

 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 

49 Henry  Robertson 

Proposals 2 and 3 are far too intrusive and disruptive to our neighborhood of Rolling Oaks Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1  

.If the project proceeds only proposal 1 should be considered without sidewalks. Bike lane is okay. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State guidelines call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along reconstruction 
projects.   

50 Anthony  Rodriguez 

I would like a traffic light at riverside ranch entrances.  Design 

 
The need for a traffic signal light or 4-way stop will be evaluated at the Riverside Ranch Subdivision 
location will be analyzed if warranted. A designated right turn lane will be evaluated to determine if 
turn lane is necessary.       
    

There needs to be a North bound on 723 right turn lane into riverside ranch.  Design TxDOT will analyze the location of the requested turn lane to riverside ranch. 

Prefer alternative 1 because it has least amount of damage to riverside ranch.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

Concerned about drainage to retention pond on riverside ranch  Drainage TxDOT will conduct a detailed hydrology/drainage study for the proposed project. An increase in 
flooding is not anticipated at riverside ranch. 

51 Patsy  Rodriguez 

need traffic light at entrance of riverside ranch subdivision. Turn lane into subdivision (right turn lane 
traveling north). Design 

The need for a traffic signal light or 4-way stop will be evaluated at the Riverside Ranch Subdivision 
location will be analyzed if warranted. A designated right turn lane will be evaluated to determine if 
turn lane is necessary.       

 Prefer alternative 1 with modifications ( move to west side of FM723 at riverside ranch subdivision 
entrance.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 
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52 Rolling Oaks Property 
Owners Association 

In reference to the subject expansion, the residents of Rolling Oaks Subdivision and members of the 
Rolling Oaks Property Owners Association (ROPOA) request the following approach as justified in the 
following text: Any property encroachment bordering FM 723 should be preferentially taken from the 
west side of FM 723 versus the east side of FM 723, assuming that expansion of FM 723 des in actually 
occur. (A potential scenario does exist where FM 359 between the FM 7223 intersection and FM 1093 
could be alternatively expanded in lieu of expanding FM 723). This request will focus on the FM 723 
expansion scenario as it is deemed more likely. Encroachment on the west side of FM 723 would have a 
minimal effect on the Rolling Oaks properties as well as other properties and homes located on the west 
side of FM 723, but would have a major impact on these same properties if encroachment ensues on the 
east side of FM 723. In the immediate area around the Rolling Oaks Subdivision approximately 15 
homes would be affected by encroachment on the east side versus only about 3 homes on the west side 
of FM 723. In fact, there are several homes and/or residential improvements that are physically located 
within the 30'-60' proposed encroachment on the east side of the FM 723, while there appear to be no 
homes or residential improvements that would fall into this degree of encroachment on the east side of 
FM 723, certain home within the Rolling Oaks Subdivision could be subject to demolition and/or in the 
least significant increased traffic risk due to a minimized and inherently more dangerous distance from 
the expanded roadway. An exorbitant amount of undeveloped frontage exist on the west side of FM 723 
versus the east side making any encroachment on the west side minor compared to the east side of FM 
723. Property values are likely to be negatively affected by encroaching on the east side of FM 723 
more so than the west side as a result of predominant development on the east side of FM 723.  

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 

Sound barriers may need to be installed no matter what the scenario based upon the future size of FM 
723, future traffic, and audible proximity to homes. Noise 

The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
 

A catch all compromise scenario taking 30' from both the east and west sides of FM 723 is considered 
unacceptable since it unfairly affects the residents of the east side of FM 723. Some possible hybrid 
scenarios can be considered based upon specific situations. The future road could have a slight curve or 
zig to compensate for specific encroachment issues. For example, at present it may be more reasonable 
to encroach on the east side of FM 723 opposite the KB home development and CVS drug store since 
the east side of the road has no developed frontage property at this time. 

Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and 
location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners 
adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 

Drainage and utility lines will also play into the future plan. Any drainage should be diverted south 
along FM 723 and not into Clark's Branch or Andrus Creek as Rolling Oaks properties are subject to 
flooding currently from Andrus Creek and any deliberate additional water into this tributary is 
unacceptable. Ditching and piping should be specifically engineered to manage surge and minimize 
flow restrictions as reasonably as possible. Any changes in road height should be factored into this 
drainage issues for improved overall drainage. Further is should be noted that any/all drainage flow into 
Clark's Branch, which crosses FM 723 just north of Rolling Oaks, ultimately drains into certain 
residential properties within the Rolling Oaks Subdivision and finally into Andrus Creek, positioned 
within both the Rolling Oaks and Rolling Creeks Subdivisions. All of the utility lines including 
electricity, telephone, and fiber optic currently are located on the east side of FM 723. Only a gas line is 
located on the west side. Relocating the east side utilities will be inherently more difficult and costly 
than managing the single utility located on the west side of FM 723. 

Hydrology TxDOT will conduct a detailed hydrology/drainage study during the final design for the proposed 
project. An increase in flooding is not anticipated. 

The Rolling Oaks property owners favor foregoing the 12' total of sidewalk as indicated on the TX DOT 
plans. Sidewalks are not considered to be a realistic option in this situation. A 3-4" single side bike lane 
is preferred, recommended and more reasonable alternative that would offer greater utility and reduce 
frontage encroachment. More than ample space exists for this option given the existing plans for 12' 
road shoulders. 

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   
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Safety issues must be considered such as number, length and location of turn lanes to minimize 
accidents. Avoiding any changes near school areas such as Foster High School minimizes risks of 
potential accidents. Guardrails should be installed, particular if speed limits are increased. Fences have 
already been compromised and properties entered by loss of vehicular control on FM 723 in the Rolling 
Oaks Subdivisions. Placing existing homes closer to FM 723 by encroachment activity creates a greater 
risk for serious accidents from oncoming motorists. In this light, serious consideration should be given 
to reducing the speed limit to 45 mph from the south Rolling Oaks Subdivision entrance at the least, 
north to the Bellaire/FM 723 intersection from the current 55 mph speed limit. 

Safety Posted speed for the project will be 45 mph based on the raised median design. 

In summary and based on the foregoing rationale, it is requested that TxDOT not encroach on the east 
side  of FM 723, as it pertains to the planned FM 723 expansion, but instead, plan any encroachment 
preferentially on the west side of FM 723. This recommendation is supported by the Rolling Oaks 
Property Owners Association as the most reasonable alternative for the FM 723 road expansion. 

Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. 

53 Patricia  Russell 

1.  I am convinced that too many businesses and developments are allowed in the area.       1. TxDOT does not have control over development along existing roadways.  

2. We were told in 2005 that Rolling Oaks would not lose hardly any land and that is the option I 
choose. 

Public 
Involvement/

Design 

2. A public meeting was held in 2005. Since that time the roadway has been redesigned. Three 
alternatives were assessed for this project. Based on comments and the environmental assessment the 
preferred alignment will be selected.  

3. We have nice entrances supported with well water and electricity. ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons. 

4.Any major loss of land to us would devalue homes. ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons. 

 5.So the only one I could support at all is alternative number one.   General 
Support Thank you for your support of alternative 1. 

6.  I have lived in this area for over 30 years and have never seen FM 359 & FM 723 blocked off 
because of high water until the recent heavy rains.  Flooding TxDOT has conducted hydraulic analysis for the project and designs would not raise the 100-year flood 

elevation 

  7. We were told in 2005 that a very minimum amount of land would be needed in front of Rolling 
Oaks but you have changed to 4 lanes, median and 2 walkways as one of the alternatives. Design TxDOT will acquire the minimum amount of ROW necessary to complete the project.  FHWA 

guidelines require the inclusion of sidewalks within the project area.  

 8. Alternative 2 & 3 in my mind are un-acceptable.  General 
Opposition  TxDOT acknowledges your support for alternative 1. 

 9. It would seem to me that Jones Creek (and others) should be dredged before any more cement is laid. Flooding TxDOT has conducted hydraulic analysis for the project and designs would not raise the 100-year flood 
elevation.  

10. Recently we had green water in the ditches which were cleaned up, but the retention areas were the 
culprits when water was drained out. Flooding TxDOT has conducted hydraulic analysis for the project and designs would not raise the 100-year flood 

elevation.  
11. This is also very worrisome as we are on water wells and excessive flooding of any kind could 
contaminate our water wells. Flooding TxDOT has conducted hydraulic analysis for the project and designs would not raise the 100-year flood 

elevation.  
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12. Before you tell me that dredging Jones Creek is the concern of the drainage district I would hazard a 
guess that you work with them before laying new roads and of course the new section of 99 South which 
recently opened was also under water so that did not work too well. 

Flooding TxDOT has conducted hydraulic analysis for the project and designs would not raise the 100-year flood 
elevation.  

13.We have been since 2005 under the impression that your original 10 feet from this side of FM 723 
was the maximum you would encroach at Rolling Oaks. 

ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.. 

14.  I implore you not to take my neighbors houses or pools or fences, that just is not right. ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.. 

No one walks out here so forget about walking paths. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

 Firstly I must say that if one of my neighbors had not e-mailed me I would not have known about the 
meeting and I find this disturbing that we were not all advised 

Public 
Involvement 

Notices of the Public Meeting were mailed to property owners directly adjacent to the proposed project, 
in addition notices were published in the Houston Chronicle, Fort Bend Herald, and the La Subasta 
approximately 30 days and 10 days prior to the public meeting. In addition, a notice of the public 
meeting was published on TxDOT's website.  

54 
William 

and 
Elizabeth 

Sanders 

We approve of the 2 lanes north and south. As far as the median we do not like it. There are many 
private roads off of FM723 Rd. Having a middle turn lane would in our opinion work. Therefore making 
FM723 RD. 5 lanes. As a business owner off 723 we pull trailers that do not turn well with medians. 
Please take our idea with a thought and you can all us if need be. Thanks for reading.  

  

 
The projected year 2040 traffic volume required FM 723 to be widened to four lanes.  
 
The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 
 

55 Justin Schlitzkus 

ROW Width Comments: 1) If the road is 29 ft now and you need to add a lane each way (24 ft. total) 
and shoulders, why are you suggesting a proposed ROW width of 180? Why isn't the current 120 width 
adequate?  

Design 

 
The proposed project includes a 12-foot shoulder (in each direction) four 12-foot lanes (2 in each 
direction), an 18-foot median, 6 foot side-walks on either side of the road, off-sets and drainage.  The 
proposed ROW is required to accommodate the roadway and drainage features. The potential damages 
to the property as a result of ROW acquisition will be assessed during the appraisal process. 
 

2) Why are 12 ft shoulders necessary? It’s a waste of land and additional/unnecessary impacts. As 
currently designed, a 2.5 ft width shoulder works perfectly.  Design 

 
The proposed 12' shoulder which is a significant increase from the existing 2.5' shoulders in order to 
provide refuge area for emergency vehicle.     
 

3) Sidewalks are absolutely ridiculous in the rural environment and country setting. Why are they 
proposed and are they absolutely necessary for the widening of the road? I do not believe so and would 
like them to be removed from the plans.  

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   
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4) A median is absolutely ridiculous in the rural environment and country setting. Why are they 
proposed and are they absolutely necessary for the widening of the road? I do not believe so and would 
like them removed from the project.5) Is the median for the purpose of reducing head-on collisions? 
How many have occurred on the road? Please provide statistics, on the last 6 months, 1 year, 3 years, 
5years and 10 years. 6) An 18 ft. wide median is ridiculous. This can be reduced to decrease impacts 
and land consumption. Why is 18ft required? 7) Why can’t a simple turn lane without raised areas be 
proposed and planned. 8) who is going to maintain these medians? The 359 medians were a mess and 
looked horrible. Grass grew 3 to 4 ft. tall, obstructed the view while driving, hit cars while driving, 
caused hazards (if not wrecks) etc. Please provide information on the maintenance plans for the median, 
especially that it will begin when construction is completed. 9) Medians will devalue my property by 
restricting access. Please remove the medians from the plans at my entrance. Please provide information 
on how medians affect property value. 10) It appears there is approximately 36 ft of open space is 
planned between the road and sidewalks. This totals 72 ft. Why is this much space necessary? Please 
decrease width and reduce impacts. 

Design 

The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 
 
18' median width is necessary to provide 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median and 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections.  
 
After construction is complete for the proposed improvements, TxDOT will maintain the facility 
including the median.  
 
TxDOT will analyze the need for a median opening to provide access to your property.. 

 11) The project is described in two sections: (1) from Ave D to Brazos River Bridge, and (2) north of 
Brazos River bridge to FM 1093. Why can’t the entire ROW minimize impacts by incorporating the 
minimum width necessary throughout the entire project? For example, the 60 ft wide ROW in southern 
section be incorporated along the entire route (north of Brazos River bridge to FM 1093)? As the 
existing ROW is 120 ft, the existing ROW would be adequate spacing for the design. Thus, additional 
lands, impacts, and expenditures would not be incurred. 

Design 

The project from the Brazos River Bridge to Ave D requires less ROW than the section north of the 
river. The Section south of the River has existing storm sewers that can be used for runoff, which 
require less ROW.  The section north of the river will use open ditches, which requires more ROW.  
The section south of the river will have lower speeds and existing structures including parkland which 
must be avoided.  The section north of the River is projected to have increased population and traffic 
compared to the section south of the river.  This will require more lanes and wider facilities. The 
southern section is being improved as much as possible with additional constraints. 

12)  Historic lands provided to the Briscoe Family from Mexico. Why is it necessary to impact historic 
lands? How do you plan to avoid this? If not, please propose your alternatives for this issue.  17) 
Historic lands provided to the Briscoe Family from Mexico. Why is it necessary to impact historic 
lands? How do you plan to avoid this? If not, please propose your alternatives for this issue. 21) Historic 
lands provided to the Briscoe Family from Mexico. Why is it necessary to impact historic lands? How 
do you plan to avoid this? If not, please propose your alternatives for this issue. 

Historic/Arch
eology 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be completed for the proposed project in accordance with 
Federal and State guidelines. A complete Historic and Archeological study will be conducted as part of 
the EA. Impacts to Historic and Archeological properties will be addressed in the EA. Impacts to 
Historic and Archeological properties will be avoided or minimized where practicable. The 
Archeological and Historic Studies will have concurrence from the Texas Historic Commission prior to 
ROW acquisition. 

13)  Potential for unmarked graves due to abutting Briscoe Family Cemetery. How do you plan to avoid 
this? If not, please propose your alternatives for this issue.  22) This tract has unmarked graves/burials. 
How do you plan to avoid this? If not, please propose your alternatives for this issue. 23) I have 
discussed this property with the Texas Historical Commission (THC) and am undergoing the permitting 
process for this land to be listed as a Historic Cemetery under their Cemetery Program. A THC 
representative has visited the cemetery and is aware of the history. Why is it necessary to impact a 
cemetery? 24) The table on a poster at the meeting indicated no cemeteries affected. However, you 
lettered the cemetery and depicted it’s presence on a map at the meeting. How does TxDOT explain 
presenting false information to the public? This is a major issue and should have been corrected prior to 
the meeting, or even during the meeting when I identified could have been marked up on the easel. 25) I 
am planning a new entrance into the cemetery for access to the property. It currently doesn’t not have a 
drive. It would be a double/circular driveway for the hearse and during funerals. The proposed would be 
just north of the 5819 entrance and south of the existing driveway to the north. The current design does 
not incorporate these plans. Please make note of these plans and re-propose the intersection accordingly. 
Environmental Impacts Table and Map: 1) • Please update table with cemeteries impacts. Why were 
they not presented during the first meeting?   

Historic/Arch
eology 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be completed for the proposed project in accordance with 
Federal and State guidelines. A complete Historic and Archeological study will be conducted as part of 
the EA. Impacts to Historic and Archeological properties will be addressed in the EA. Impacts to 
Historic and Archeological properties will be avoided or minimized where practicable. The 
Archeological and Historic Studies will have concurrence from the Texas Historic Commission prior to 
ROW acquisition. The cemetery was identified during environmental studies and was depicted at the 
Public Meeting. The proposed ROW would not affect the recorded limits of the cemetery; and therefore 
was not included in the impacts table shown at meeting.  
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14)  The large diameter pine tree approximately 15 ft from the current boundary is a visual and historic 
land mark for the Briscoe property and all that remains from the last widening of 723. How do you plan 
to avoid this? If not, please propose your alternatives for this issue. 

Historic/Arch
eology  

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be completed for the proposed project in accordance with 
Federal and State guidelines. A complete Historic and Archeological study will be conducted as part of 
the EA. Impacts to Historic and Archeological properties will be addressed in the EA. Impacts to 
Historic and Archeological properties will be avoided or minimized where practicable. The 
Archeological and Historic Studies will have concurrence from the Texas Historic Commission prior to 
ROW acquisition. 

15) Currently, the plan is proposing to install a turn lane just north of my drive (to Winner Foster). 
Winner Foster road is mislabeled. It is not a road but a private drive to the Briscoe plantation house. It is 
also rarely used. As across the street to Rene Rosenbush-Lamb’s property, this drive services one (1) 
house and an individual living there. My drive services two (2) homes and families totaling seven 
individuals. The other property is 5821 FM 723 Rd. It makes more sense to either widen the turn lane 
where we can directly access my property, and not have to make the U-turn, or shift the turn south to my 
entrance. Please explain the current location of the turn lane.  

Design TxDOT will analyze the turn lane and location of a median opening for your driveway. 

16) 5821 FM 723 Rd is accessed thru my entrance way and easement. I feel you should provide a letter 
to the owner as he is land-locked and widening would affect his property value and ingress/egress as 
well. Why was this owner not notified?  

Public 
Involvement 

The Public Meeting is open to the public and was announced via mailings to adjacent property owners, 
notices published in the Houston Chronicle, The Fort Bend Herald, and La Subasta and a notice posted 
on the TxDOT Website. Future Public Meetings and Hearings for the proposed project would be 
announced in the same manner. The announcement of the Public Meeting was completed in accordance 
with FHWA and TxDOT guidelines. 

18) This tract is nearly all mature forested wetlands. How do you plan to avoid this? If not, please 
propose your alternatives for this issue. 19) These wetlands were created by the previous FM 723 
expansion, thus affecting my property value and use. You can semi-verify this without a site visit based 
historic and aerial interpretation and the lack of similar mapped wetlands on the eastern side of 723.  

Wetlands/W
OUS 

A wetland delineation will be conducted for the proposed project area and impacts to wetlands and 
waters of the U.S. (WOUS) will be avoided or minimized where practicable. Impacts to wetlands and 
WOUS will be permitted and mitigated through the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

20) Water backs up on my property. I would like this issue corrected with proper drainage analysis and 
during construction of this project. How do you plan to correct this? If not, please propose your 
alternatives for this issue.  

Flooding TxDOT will conduct a detailed drainage analysis for the proposed project. Drainage would be designed 
based upon the results of this study. 

• What is “Other” land uses?  Environment
al 

Other includes parcels described as private cemeteries, churches, limited partnerships, MUDs, marital 
trusts, etc. that are not included in the other categories. 

• If a Cultural Resource sub-contractor (AmaTerra Environmental, Inc.) was actually reviewing this 
project as TxDOT representatives described at the meeting, why wasn’t the cultural resources columns 
filled out on the table? These items could easily be addressed by a desktop review, accessing readily 
available files on the internet. It is noted “PRELIMINARY SUBJECT TO CHANGE” on the top of the 
table, and by not completing these columns it seems TxDOT is trying to filter or screen the important 
information to be provided to the public. What was the reason for not addressing these issues?  

 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be completed for the proposed project in accordance with 
Federal and State guidelines. A complete Historic and Archeological study will be conducted as part of 
the EA. Impacts to Historic and Archeological properties will be addressed in the EA. Impacts to 
Historic and Archeological properties will be avoided or minimized where practicable. The 
Archeological and Historic Studies will have concurrence from the Texas Historic Commission prior to 
ROW acquisition. The complete EA will be available to the public and is public record. 

• Under the wildlife column, it notes T&E species but not all wildlife. T&E species are a subset of 
wildlife, but not all inclusive. Why isn’t the full realm of wildlife addressed here, like deer, fish, 
mussels, birds, etc. This project will impact my deer population and native heard, thus hunting. How 
does TxDOT address this economic loss associated with hunting?   

Wildlife A complete Environmental Assessment will be completed for the proposed project. Affects to 
Threatened and Endangered Species, wildlife, and habitat will be addressed in the EA. 

• Alt. 3 impacts less acres. Wouldn’t this be the preferred alternative?  Alt. 3 impacts less acres of 
wetlands. Wouldn’t this be the preferred alternative?  Alt. 3 impacts less residential tracts. Wouldn’t this 
be the preferred alternative? Alt. 3 impacts less homes and commercial (displacements). Wouldn’t this 
be the preferred alternative?  

Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. 



Commenter 
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• Certain items identified in the Map Legend are unidentifiable on the actual map due to size. Why 
present a map that does not clearly identify what is specifically called out in the legend?  

Design/Envir
onmental 

TxDOT thanks you for your comment. TxDOT provided staff members at the meeting to clarify any 
materials presented. 

56 Doug and 
Debbie Shultz 

My properties are located on the west side of FM 723 and just south of the Briscoe Falls subdivision, 
about a half mile south of Bellaire Blvd.  The addresses are 7719 FM 723 and 7815 FM 723. Overall, 
I'm in agreement with the widening initiative with 4 lanes plus a turning lane.   

Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  

However, I can't rationalize the need to build sidewalks. My family and I have lived here for many years 
and have never seen a pedestrian. The rendering that my wife and I viewed at the public hearing a 
couple weeks ago showed large grassy areas between the sidewalks making them total over 60 feet in 
additional width. That is a huge waste of resources for something that will be rarely used.  

Sidewalks Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

Then, of course, is the eminent domain issue, which is the purpose of this letter. I have attached three 
photos of my front yard as well as three photos I took at the meeting, showing the three proposed 
alternatives. I would appreciate it if you would look at them to see the effects of the three alternatives on 
both of my properties.  As you can see, we have spent a lot of money and effort landscaping the 
properties including a decorative pond with fountain at 7719.  Each of the widening options offered will 
encroach on my properties.  Alternative A and B will require cutting down many old-growth trees at 
7719, as well as cutting down a huge investment in trees I planted at 7815.   Alternative A will make my 
turn-in driveway unusable and would only be a dozen or so feet from our front pond. Alternative C has 
the possibility of not destroying as many trees, but I still can't believe that an additional sixty feet of 
width, stretching for miles, is in any way necessary or cost effective.  If sidewalks are necessary, they 
could be designed much more efficiently. In conclusion, I must advise you, that if our front trees are 
slated to be cut down, I will appeal the decision using all legal means. We spent significant efforts to 
design and grow the trees and enjoy the aesthetic view and seclusion they provide. We're not going to 
lose them due to such poor reasoning without a fight. 

Design 

 TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  

57 Larry  Siller 

We have studied the 3 options for FM723 widening. We feel the option 2 (30 feet out of each side) 
makes the most sense and is fairer to all property owners with less property destruction. The next best 
option is #1 (60' from the west die) since it has less property development that would have to be 
purchased by TxDOT)  

Design TxDOT recognizes your support of Alternative 2. 

58 Ann  Slanis 

Specific to Riverside Ranch Subdivision: 1) Requesting a traffic light or 4-way stop sign at Riverside 
Blvd and FM723.  2) Requesting a right turn lane at riverside Blvd. it is a current safety issue. Design 

The need for a traffic signal light or 4-way stop will be evaluated at the Riverside Ranch Subdivision 
location will be analyzed if warranted. A designated right turn lane will be evaluated to determine if 
turn lane is necessary.    

3) Requesting alternative 1 for section of roadway that impacts riverside ranch subdivision. Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

59 Helen  Smith 

My property is on FM223. How much land will be taken from me? Especially if someone goes off the 
road into my property. Will you have to cut down some of the 50-100 year old pecan trees that may be 
in proposed project? That would be a crime!  

ROW 
Acquisition 

The amount of land that will be acquired depends on which alternative is chosen. TxDOT is currently 
analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine the preferred or 
recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or recommended 
alternative to the public, once a preferred or recommended alternative has been chosen. The public will 
be notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, published notices on 
the TxDOT website. Once the proposed ROW has been selected we will decide how to address larger 
trees within the limits.  

Will you replace our fences with noise reducing commercial tilt wall (8'-10')?  Noise 

 
The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
 



Commenter 
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First 
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When will you know which alternative you will be using? The speed of 70 mph is way too much.  Design 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or recommended alternative has been chosen. 
The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, 
published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will 
receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing.  Posted speed for the project will be 
45 mph based on the raised median design 

Will there be bike lanes clearly marked as bike lanes?  
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects. Bikes will be able to utilize the 12' shoulder, but the shoulder will not be 
marked specifically for bikes. 

When will there be another meeting? Do we have any vote on this project?  Public 
Involvement 

TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative. Public hearing will be held to present the preferred or 
recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or recommend alternative has been chosen. 
The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, and location via newspaper notices, 
published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property owners adjacent to the ROW will 
receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing.  The public will be given the 
opportunity to comment at this public hearing. 

60 Bary  Snowden 

The raised median is hazardous. A left turn lane is much safer. No sidewalks. Widen the shoulder for 
bike lane. Mr. Snowden sent the following email regarding FM723: Dear Sirs: In conjunction with the 
correspondence below from Mr. Kempe, I too would appreciate your consideration of our concerns 
related to the proposed improvement of FM 723. I will be in attendance at the public presentation on 
June 16, as I live at 5436 FM 723, about ¼ mile north of the Kempe-Goldberg tracts referenced below. 
As noted by Mr. Kempe below, there are multiple individual homes, and acreage tracts, lining FM 723 
from the Brazos River to Bellaire Blvd. Additionally, there are at least five subdivisions, three 
commercial, and three school entrances which open to the road, all of which handle substantial amounts 
of traffic. To install medians within the center of FM 723 would require multiple areas of U-turns and 
cause major unsafe and dangerous traffic patterns. Utilizing medians and forcing U turns is 
unnecessarily dangerous. Please understand that FM 723 is not a street in a platted subdivision similar to 
its extension as Spring Green Road to the north across FM 1093. Utilization of medians in streets within 
controlled platted subdivisions is an acceptable and safe traffic pattern. However, in a rural setting with 
multiple individual entrances, medians create dangerous conditions for entrances to irregular spaced 
tracts. FM 723 is a rural road and should be designed as such. Specifically, widening FM 723 should 
include a center turn lane, not medians. The center turn lane would eliminate the dangerous U turn 
activities, and provide a much safer traffic flow. Please consider that the center turn design is currently 
utilized on FM 723/Tx36 from I-69 to Avenue H in Rosenberg. A continuation of that design for FM 
723 north of the Brazos River would be much more appropriate and safe. I would also note that FM 359 
from the corner of FM 723/FM 359 also utilizes center turn lanes up to Pecan Grove. These lanes are 
safe and an effective traffic control design. Finally, the proposed construction of sidewalks adjacent to 
FM 723 would seem to be unnecessary. Use of sidewalks along such a rural road, at this time, 
notwithstanding the current school locations and the long-term anticipated future development of the 
area, it would seem to be a true waste of taxpayers’ money. Again, understand that the tracts along FM 
723 are not subdivision lots, but farm/ranch tracts with absolutely no need for sidewalks. Please give 
strong re-consideration of the median and sidewalk design for the improvement of FM 723. A center 
turn lane, and no sidewalks, would be much safer and cost efficient. Should you desire to discuss this 
correspondence with me, please contact me. Thank you. 

Design/Pedes
trian 

sidewalks 

The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 
 
Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

61 Thomas Staudt 

The segment of roadway from Settegest Ranch Road to north of Branch Street or basically past the 
Shultz's properties is developed with the Rolling Oaks subdivision on the east side and acreage home 
sites along the west side. The taking of right of way for this stretch of the roadway I believe is 
unnecessary. To recap I strongly urge the following: 

  TxDOT recognizes your opposition to the proposed project for this area described in your comment.  



Commenter 
No. 

First 
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The alternative plans show a 44 foot wide ditch section on each side of the road. Because the drainage 
outfalls are contained within this stretch, an underground storm sewer system can be installed thus 
eliminating the need for additional right of way. Because there is a good drop in elevations to the 
outfall, the storm sewer sizes will be reasonable. As a matter of fact, the outfall for the area north of my 
property actually crosses the road at my northeast corner to a channel or creek following along Branch 
Street. So the drainage area from my property to Andrews Branch is relatively small thus a small 
underground system will only be necessary. You may also consider a curb and gutter section throughout 
this stretch of roadway to eliminate the need for acquiring right of way.   1) Do not take any ROW 
through the Rolling Oaks subdivision area. Go with a curb and gutter typical section, TxDOT has varied 
typical sections from rural to urban on other projects such as FM 2854 (IH45 to Loop 336), and FM 
1488. 2) If you have to take additional ROW, take it on the east side. 3) Reduce ROW by reducing the 
open ditch section. I am at the upstream end of the drainage area. A 44 foot wide ditch is not necessary.  

Design    

TxDOT will conduct a detailed drainage analysis during the final design for the proposed project. 
Drainage would be designed based upon the results of this study. The proposed ROW is required to 
accommodate the roadway and drainage features. The potential damages to the property as a result of 
ROW acquisition will be assessed during the appraisal process.  

 I currently run a cattle operation which requires long trailers to enter my driveway. I am requesting an 
esplanade opening across from my driveway for accessibility to my driveway from the south. I know 
since Branch street is less than 200 feet, and you will probably have a left turn lane there, a 
consideration may be to have the opening extend from Branch Street to my driveway. 4) Provide me an 
esplanade opening to accommodate cattle trailer turning movements.  

Design   TxDOT will analyze the need for median opening and turn lane at this station at this location. 

62 Gary  Stephens 

I have reviewed with interest both Mr. Kempe and Mr. Snowden's comments about widening of FM 
723. I live just north of Mr. Snowden on the east side of FM 723. I will be in attendance at the public 
presentation on June 16, as I live at the address shown in my card below.  I conduct my law practice at 
the 6310 Olde Pecan Dr., Richmond, TX 77406 address just north of Mr. Snowden. A part of my law 
practice involves The Texas Tort Claims Act, in which I have been intimately involved for over 40 
years. I have some concerns which are set forth below. My concern is a road and bridge issues such as 
the Atty. Gen. would refer to the issue. If medians are placed in a rural area restricting the ability of 
adjacent landowners to exit their property pulling trailers with a length up to 40 feet that are used for 
either agricultural or commercial purposes, a special defect may be created pursuant to CPRC section 
101.022 (b). With medians and cut through, tractors, trucks and their 40 foot trailers on the east side of 
FM 723 desiring to travel south must right turn on FM 723, go to a short distance North, and make a U-
turn through the cut through to head south on FM 723. No median, but a 5th turn lane is far preferable 
given the rural nature and the special needs of a farming and agricultural area. It is far different from 
Spring Green, approximately 3 miles north which is a residential community.  

Design 

The projected traffic volume on FM 723 exceeds the recommended limit for a flush median in the rural 
area.  A raised median improves safety by separating opposing traffic and providing controlled 
locations for turn lanes. It also increases the capacity of the roadway by minimizing conflicts. The 
proposed addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 

Sidewalks if it is the thought of TXDOT that the sidewalks are 6 feet wide and are to be used by 
bicycles Though Mr. Snowden prefers no sidewalks given the amount of bicycle traffic in this area with 
frequent pelotons of 50 to 75 bicycles and many smaller pelotons this affords many cyclists an 
opportunity to ride on the sidewalks so that they did not have to contend with traffic the travels of our 
faster rate, with the attendant risk of injury. In the past 5 years. I have represented 10 to 12 cyclists with 
serious, disabling and crippling injuries from being struck by automobile traffic in the city of Houston. 
Most of those collisions occurred at speeds of less than 30 miles per hour almost every injured party 
required surgery at the minimum. If sidewalks are placed and are 6 feet wide, who is the anticipated 
user? If it is the cyclist then a transition from the roadway to the sidewalk is extremely important so that 
they can enter and leave the sidewalk area in a transition lane. Another area of concern is the roughened 
shoulder which is purposefully placed on the shoulder to alert motorist when they are traveling out of 
their lane onto the shoulder. With the roughened shoulder in place it prohibits the use of the shoulder for 
bicyclists. There is a high probability that they will upend or crash if they ride on the roughened portion 
of the shoulder. The roughened or rumpled shoulder forces them into the 1st traffic lane. Bicycling 
traffic in my recent conversations with cyclists who are intimately involved in the MS150 and Ironman 
competitions and events , and who use the 1093/FM 723/FM359/Winner-Foster Road as a training area, 
they anticipate on any given weekend they will see 7500 to 10,000 cyclists on the above roads which 
includes FM 723. Right now, most of the cycling traffic will travel. Bellaire to FM359 to Winner Foster 
Rd. 

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Bicyclist is recommended to use the proposed 12' shoulder which is a significant increase from the 
existing 2.5' to 8' shoulders for safety. Sidewalks are not intended for bicycle use. 
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63 Yues  Stewart 

I don’t approve this project. If I was forced to choose I would select alternative 1. Additionally the 
speed limit should be 45 not 70. It needs to match the 45mph limit as the north side of 723 on the Katy 
side.   

Design 
Posted speeds for the project will be 45 mph based on the raised median design. TxDOT recognizes 
your support of alternative 1. 
 

There needs to be an abundance of street lights added on 723.  Design TxDOT will evaluate the need for street lights illumination during the final design.  
A turning lane is needed at 472.50. Home owners on 723 should not be inconvenienced in attempting to 
turn into their homes.  Design TxDOT will analyze the need median opening and turn lane at this station. 

It should be noted 4 major accidents have occurred in front of 6810 FM723 and 6820 FM723 due to the 
high speed limit and from drivers not paying attention. Safety The speed limit for the proposed project would be reduced from the existing speed limit. The proposed 

addition of a raised median would reduce potential for head-on collisions along FM 723. 

723 hasn't flooded so all proper measures and piping should be made to ensure that this continues. 
Flooding due to the highway should not be accepted or tolerated.  Flooding TxDOT will conduct a detailed hydrology/drainage study during the final design for the proposed 

project to ensure flooding is not anticipated. 

64 Lawrence  Stewert 

I don’t agree with this project but if I had to make a choice, I would choose alternative 1 with a left turn 
lane from southbound to eastbound at point 472.50.  Design 

TxDOT will analyze the location of the median opening and will provide left turn lane. TxDOT 
recognizes your support of alternative 1. 
 

Also the speed limit should be decreased to 45 mph to match the speed limits north of 1093. Finally, 
increasing the speed would be dangerous for all residents exiting their homes. Please lower the speed 
limits. 

Design Posted speeds for the project will be 45 mph based on the raised median design. 

There are more stoplights in these plans, but there needs to be one or two anywhere between 359 and 
1093. Design We are currently matching the existing traffic signals in our plans, but will analyze if additional traffic 

signals are needed and warranted at other intersections. 

65 Mohsen Tajipour 

The sidewalks are totally unnecessary. Foot traffic brings crime. Dozens of homes and families will be 
affected for the gain of those who do not live in the area.  

Pedestrian/Bi
cycle 

Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

Alternative 1 would be your best bet. Ample room with no roadblock.  Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1.  

66 Martin  Turk 

We have spent 18 years and many dollars and hours of our time to create our home and property. This 
proposed project will essentially destroy what we have built. Why not consider taking property to the 
immediate west of FM723 as fewer properties/homes will be negatively impacted? With HWY 99 does 
Fort Bend County really need this expansion. 

Need and 
Purpose 

The proposed project was planned based on future traffic projections. The traffic projections take into 
account SH 99. The current roadway is inadequate for existing and project growth in the area. 

Will the people whose homes are adversely affected by the proposed expansion of FM723 be permitted 
to attend meetings related to the environmental review of the project? If not, how else can we make our 
case against the proposed expansion as it seems that using HWY 36 to route traffic from IH-69 to IH-10 
makes much more sense. 

Public 
Involvement 

The people whose homes are adversely affected by the proposed expansion of FM723 will be permitted 
to attend public meetings related to the environmental review of the project. Public meetings and public 
hearing related to the project are open to the public and announcements are via mailings to adjacent 
property owners, notices published in the Houston Chronicle, The Fort Bend Herald, and La Subasta 
and a notice posted on the TxDOT Website. 

I am completely opposed to this project, as it makes no sense with HWY 99 being two miles to the east 
of FM723. This project will destroy beautiful properties along FM723 that have been years in the 
making.  

Design TxDOT recognizes your opposition to the proposed project.  

67 Margueri
te  Turk 

I am deeply against the proposed alternatives offered by TxDOT regarding the FM 723 road expansion. 
The three alternatives offered are a gross exaggeration of tax payer money being unwisely spent by 
TxDOT. The magnitude of this road expansion is not justified since Grand Parkway 99 is located 2 
miles east and parallels FM 723. Such a road expansion will negatively impact all the private homes 
along FM723.  

Design  TxDOT recognizes your opposition to the proposed project.  

The 6' sidewalks on each side are silly. Pedestrian Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   
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68 Volkmar Voigt 

Here I want to speak for the ones that do not have a voice. Nature. Please also consider the nature in 
your decision making. All the animals that call the woods their shelter, dinner table and bedroom. In 
addition the old oak trees which grew for a hundred years to supply us with oxygen, shade..... and all 
this you want to destroy for more cars, smoke, noise....? Nobody will walk or bike next to a highway 
with such a pollution- danger. So please keep the loss of nature to zero. Good for us humans and for 
nature that makes life livable for us.  

Wildlife 
A complete Environmental Assessment (EA) will be completed for the proposed project in accordance 
with Federal and State guidelines. Affects to Threatened and Endangered Species, wildlife, and habitat 
will be addressed in the EA. The complete EA will be available to the public and is public record.  

If not avoidable I am for alternative 3.  Design TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and the alternatives to determine 
the preferred or recommended alternative.  TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 3. 

Please no sidewalks (nobody walks here).  
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Current Federal and State requirements call for the inclusion of pedestrian facilities along 
reconstruction projects.   

Please no median and instead only a left turn lane.  Design The proposed addition of a raised median would provide safety and reduce potential for head-on 
collisions along FM 723. 

69 Frank Wojtek 

There needs to be a hybrid proposal that varies the easement from east to west to take into account the 
residential homes. I live at station #485.00.. Alternative 3 goes through my bedroom. Alternative 2 is 
less than 20 ft. from my house. Only alternative 1 is acceptable. The ROW proposed is 180'. Only 92' is 
actual roadway.  

Design 

 
TxDOT is currently analyzing the comments received from the public and evaluate alternatives to 
avoid or minimized impacts at locations to determine the preferred or recommended alternative. The 
preferred or recommended alternative is a combination of the three alternatives. Public hearing will be 
held to present the preferred or recommended alternative to the public, once a preferred or 
recommended alternative has been chosen. The public will be notified of the public hearing time, date, 
and location via newspaper notices, published notices on the TxDOT website.  In addition, property 
owners adjacent to the ROW will receive a notice in the mail notifying them of the public hearing. 
 

The ditches need to narrowed. We presently have flooding issues due to discharge from Briscoe Falls 
onto FM 723 ROW. Briscoe Falls has been cited by TCEQ for illegal discharge of silty water and 
excessive pumping onto the FM723 ROW. Any expansion project ought to take into account discharge 
from Briscoe Falls and keep all such discharge on the west side of FM723.  

Hydrology 
TxDOT will conduct a detailed drainage analysis for the proposed project. Drainage would be designed 
based upon the results of this study. Water quality issues are handled by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality  

TxDOT needs to place noise reduction barriers next to all subdivisions.  Noise 

 
The noise analysis is in progress and will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. 
The result of the noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the 
project.  If the noise analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and 
reasonable, noise walls will be recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
 

70 Marla  Wojtek 

I am against using the alternative 3 due to the fact it will run straight through my house. I am against 
alternative 2  as the highway will be so near my house that traffic noise and the danger of someone 
running off the road into my house.  

Design 

TxDOT acknowledges your opposition to Alternative 3 and 2.  TxDOT offers relocation counseling 
and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are displaced by the acquisition of highway 
ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies 
Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure must be acquired in order to construct 
that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a relocation counselor who provides 
information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and assists the owner/tenant in applying 
for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide listings of comparable housing, 
transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and handicap persons), and referrals to 
other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  

Also please make note and be aware that Briscoe Falls is discharging their silty water into the FM723 
ROW and continuously flooding our lake. Even after Briscoe Falls has been fined by TCEQ and 
continue to do so after repeated letters and notifications to them. They claim to have TxDOT approval 
permits to do this.  

Water 
Quality TCEQ is responsible for Water Quality issues.  
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71 N/A N/A 
We do not support the proposed changes, however given a choice of proposals, we support option 1. 
When traveling south on HWY 723 between 465 and 470 left turning must be made an option. We do 
not support alternative 2 or 3 at all. 

Design TxDOT will provide median opening with turn lanes at this location. TxDOT recognizes your support 
of alternative 1. 

72 N/A N/A I do not support the project, however if I had to settle for one it will be alternative 1. Alternative 2 
would go at the back of my pond, but alternative 3 would go straight through my pond.  Design TxDOT recognizes your support of alternative 1. 

73 N/A N/A 

Why is an 18' wide median necessary? We need a smaller median so shoulders can be smaller.   Design 18' median width is necessary to provide 6 ft. pedestrian refuge median and 12 ft. turn lanes at median 
openings and intersections.   

 Houses along 723 will be greatly reduced in value. ROW 
Acquisition 

TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to residences and businesses that are 
displaced by the acquisition of highway ROW in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646). Once it is determined that a structure 
must be acquired in order to construct that highway, the property owner and/or tenant is contacted by a 
relocation counselor who provides information on benefits for which the owner/tenant is eligible and 
assists the owner/tenant in applying for those benefits. In general, the relocation counselor will provide 
listings of comparable housing, transportation to inspect the housing (especially for elderly and 
handicap persons), and referrals to other agencies that provide assistance for relocated persons.  

Smaller shoulders for row of bushes only as sound barrier and to absorb pollution. Noise 

 
The proposed 12' shoulder which is a significant increase from the existing 2.5' to 8' shoulders to 
provide refuge area for emergency vehicle.     
 
A noise analysis will be conducted in accordance with state and federal guidelines. The result of the 
noise analysis will be available in the Environmental Assessment prepared for the project.  If the noise 
analysis identifies noise impacts and finds noise walls to be feasible and reasonable, noise walls will be 
recommended. A noise workshop will be conducted. 
  

Also need 3'-4' sidewalks for bicyclists and walkers. 
Pedestrian/Bi

cycle 
Facilities 

Sidewalks are proposed along the project and all sidewalks measurement will be consistent with 
Federal and State guidelines. The proposed 12' shoulder will accommodate for bicyclists. 

 



Appendix B:  

Notices 

  



--VOLTEA LA CARTA PARA LEER LA EN ESPAÑOL--- 

 

Notice of Public Meeting 

 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), Houston District, will hold a public meeting regarding the 

proposed widening and improvements to Farm-to-Market (FM) 723 from Avenue D to FM 1093, in Fort Bend 

County, Texas. The meeting will be held on June 16, 2016, at Briscoe Junior High, 4300 FM 723, Richmond, Texas 

77406. The meeting will be held in an open house format from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  No formal presentation will 

be made. 

The purpose of the public meeting is to update the public regarding the proposed project and receive comments. 

The project proposes to widen the existing FM 723 roadway from a two-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane 

(two lanes in each direction) divided roadway with shoulder and a raised median. Additionally, 6-foot wide 

sidewalks would be constructed on the east and west side of the roadway. The amount of right-of-way (ROW) 

required would vary dependent on the selected alternative. Commercial and residential displacements may occur 

and will be further evaluated during the environmental review process. 

Maps showing the proposed project’s location and design drawings will be available for review at the public 

meeting. This information will also be available by appointment for review Monday through Friday between the 

hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m, excluding state holidays, at the TxDOT Houston District Office, located at 7600 

Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007.  To schedule an appointment at the Houston District please contact 

Mr. Samuel Ainabe at (713) 802-5260. Maps and design may also be viewed at the TxDOT Fort Bend Area Office 

located at 4235 SH 36, Rosenberg, TX  77471. The Area Office can be reached at (281) 238-7900.The project 

information can also be viewed online at TxDOT’s website: http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-

involved/about/hearings-meetings.html.   

All interested citizens are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments from the public regarding this 

project may be submitted for a period of 10 business days following the meeting.  Written comments may be 

submitted either in person or by mail to the TxDOT District Office, Director of Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, 

Houston, Texas 77251. Written comments must be postmarked or emailed to hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov by June 

30, 2016 to be included in the Public Meeting Summary.  

The public meeting will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the meeting who have special 

communication or accommodation needs, or need an interpreter, are encouraged to contact the TxDOT District 

Public Information Officer at TxDOT (713) 802-5076.  Requests should be made at least two days prior to the public 

meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.  

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for 

this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 

Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.  

  

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov


--TURN OVER FOR ENGLISH--- 

Aviso de Reunión Pública 

 

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT por sus siglas en inglés), Distrito de Houston, realizará una 
reunión pública con respecto a la ampliación y mejoras propuestas de la FM 723 desde la Avenida D hasta la FM 
1093, en el Condado de Fort Bend, Texas. La reunión se llevará a cabo el lunes 16 de junio de 2016, en la escuela 
Briscoe Junior High, 4300 FM 723, Richmond, Texas 77406. La reunión será presentada en un foro informativo 
desde las 5:30 p.m. hasta las 7:30 p.m. No habrá una presentación formal.  

 
El propósito de la reunión pública es informar al público sobre el proyecto propuesto y recibir comentarios. El 

proyecto propone ampliar la carretera existente FM 723 de una de dos carriles no-dividida a una de cuatro carriles 

(dos carriles en cada dirección) dividida con acotamientos y una mediana elevada. Además, aceras de 6 pies de 

ancho serían construidas en el lado este y oeste de la carretera. La cantidad de derecho de vía (ROW) requerida 

variaría dependiendo de la alternativa seleccionada. Desplazamientos comerciales y residenciales se producirán y 

serán evaluados más adelante durante el proceso de la revisión ambiental. 

Mapas que muestran la ubicación y el diseño del proyecto propuesto estará disponibles para revisión en la 

Reunión Pública. Esta información también estará disponible por cita para revisión del lunes al viernes entre las 

horas de 8:00am  a 5:00 pm, excepto días festivos estatales, en la Oficina del Distrito de TxDOT Houston, localizada 

en el 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. Para programar una cita en el distrito de Houston, póngase 

en contacto con el Sr. Samuel Ainabe al (713) 802-5260.  Mapas y el diseño también estarán disponibles en la 

oficina de TxDOT área de Fort Bend localizado en el 4235 SH 36, Rosenberg, TX  77471. Teléfono (281) 238-7900. 

Información sobre el proyecto estará disponible en el sitio de web de TxDOT: http://www.TxDOT.gov/Inside-

TxDOT/get-involved/about/Hearings-meetings.html  

Todos los ciudadanos interesados son invitados a asistir a esta reunión pública. Comentarios escritos del público 

con respecto a este proyecto se solicitan y se pueden presentar durante un período de 10 días hábiles después de 

la reunión. Comentarios por escrito pueden ser sometidos  en persona o por correo a: TxDOT District Office, 

Director of Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251. Comentarios escritos deben estar 

matasellados o por correo electrónico a hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov en o antes del 30 de junio, 2016 para ser 

incluidos en el resumen de la Reunión Pública. 

La Reunión Pública se realizará en inglés. Las personas interesadas en asistir a la reunión que necesitan ayuda 

comunicándose, asistencia especial, o que necesiten un intérprete, favor de comunicarse con las Oficinas de 

Relaciones Públicas de TxDOT al teléfono (713) 802-5076. Las solicitudes deberán hacerse por lo menos dos días 

antes de la Reunión Pública. TxDOT hará un esfuerzo razonable para acomodar sus necesidades. Si usted tiene 

preguntas o inquietudes sobre el proyecto propuesto, puede comunicarse con la Sra. Reina J. Gonzalez en (713) 

802-5269.  

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para 

este proyecto están siendo o han sido, llevado a cabo por TxDOT – en virtud de 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de 

Entendimiento fechado el 16 de diciembre del 2014, y ejecutado por la FHWA y TxDOT.  

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=en&to=es&a=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.txdot.gov%2Finside-txdot%2Fget-involved%2Fabout%2Fhearings-meetings.html
http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=en&to=es&a=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.txdot.gov%2Finside-txdot%2Fget-involved%2Fabout%2Fhearings-meetings.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
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Footer Text Date

FM 723 Public Meeting
Roadway Widening

Briscoe Junior High School

June 16, 2016
Open House 5:30 – 7:30 pm



Footer Text Date

Project Need and Purpose

Project Needs

• Roadway inadequate for existing and projected growth in the area
• Improve mobility

Project Purpose

• Improve north/south mobility in the region
• Reduce traffic congestion
• Construct turn lanes, signalized intersections, and sidewalks to meet

current design standards.



Footer Text Date

From Avenue D to South of Brazos River

• Widen and reconstruct the existing roadway from a two-lane
undivided roadway to an urban, undivided four-lane (two lanes in
each direction) roadway

• 5.5-foot wide sidewalks on the east and west side of the roadway

From North of the Brazos River to FM 1093

• Widen and reconstruct the existing roadway from a two-lane
undivided roadway to a divided four-lane (two lanes in each direction)
roadway with shoulders

• Eighteen foot wide raised medians

• Six-foot wide sidewalks on the east and west side of the roadway

Proposed Project Description



Footer Text Date

 Public Meeting 1
• May 17, 2005 at Foster High School
• Design alternatives were presented

 Public Meeting 2
• November 16, 2005 at Foster High School
• Recommended alternative presented

Project History



Footer Text Date

Existing Typical Section



Footer Text Date

Existing Typical Section



Footer Text Date

Proposed Typical Section – Alternative 1



Footer Text Date

Proposed Typical Section – Alternative 2



Footer Text Date

Proposed Typical Section – Alternative 3



Footer Text Date

Proposed FM 723 Project Timeline

• Completion of Environmental Studies:  2018

• Right-of-Way Acquisition: Following Environmental Clearance

• Anticipated Construction Begin Date: 2020

• Anticipated Construction Duration: 36 months

• Anticipated Construction Cost: $101.24 million

*Dates are subject to change based on availability of funding and
Environmental Studies.



Footer Text Date

Public Meeting Comments
All comments must be submitted by June 30, 2016.

Comments may be provided tonight at this Public
by mail, by email, or on-line.

Meeting,

Submit Comments TONIGHT:
In the Comment Box

Submit Comments by MAIL to:
TxDOT Houston District

Attn: Director of Project Development
P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 77251-1386

Submit Comments ELECTRONICALLY at:
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings- meetings.html

OR
EMAIL to:

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
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Appendix F: 

Description of project modifications resulting 

from public meeting 

  


