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Public Hearing Date: July 30, 2015 

Public Hearing Time: 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. - Open House; 6:30 p.m. - Formal Presentation 

Public Hearing Location: Bear Branch Junior High School; 31310 FM 2978 Road, Magnolia, TX, 77354 

 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 

environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TxDOT) pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 

December 16, 2014, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT. 
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Section 1 
 

Summary of Public Hearing 
 

District / County: 
Houston District / Montgomery County 

 

Highway / Limits: 
FM 2978 from FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road 

 

Project Background: 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Houston District proposes to improve Farm-to-Market 
Road (FM) 2978 from FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road.  The proposed project is approximately 6.5 
miles in length and is located in Montgomery County, Texas.  An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been 
prepared for the proposed project.     
 

Proposed Improvements: 
The proposed project would widen existing FM 2978 from FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road.  The 

proposed facility would include four travel lanes (two 11-foot lanes in each direction), five-foot outside 

shoulders which would accommodate bicycles, a four-foot sidewalk in various locations on the east side of 

FM 2978, the widening of the bridge over Dry Creek, and four proposed detention ponds.  The proposed 

project would be constructed within the existing 120-foot wide right-of-way (ROW), with the exception of 

17.09 acres of land that is required for the four proposed detention ponds.  

 

A sidewalk is not proposed on both sides of FM 2978 for the length of the proposed project due to ROW 

constraints and as the remaining areas consist primarily of scattered, single-family residential and 

commercial properties, including light industrial businesses, and vacant land. The sidewalks and bicycle 

accommodations are in accordance with the minimum requirement set by the American Association of 

State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities and in 

accordance with the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Policy Statement on Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Accommodation Regulations and Recommendations, signed on March 11, 2010. 

 

Project Purpose and Need: 
 

 

Purpose: 
• Improve traffic operations and travel times,  

• Increase emergency response time, and  

• Improve safety conditions. 

 

Need: 

• System connectivity, 

• Accommodate growth, and 

• Enhance mobility along FM 2978 and the surrounding roadway. 
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Purpose of Public Hearing: 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to present the recommendation of the Preferred 

Alternative for the proposed FM 2978 improvement project; and to discuss the project’s 

purpose and need, the alternatives analysis process, the environmental information for the 

proposed project, and to collect comments from the public regarding these topics.  

 

Date of Public Hearing: 
Thursday, July 30, 2015. 

Certification for the Public Hearing is included in ApApApApppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    AAAA. 
 

Hearing Location: 
Bear Branch Junior High School; 31310 FM 2978, Magnolia, Texas 77353 
 

Notice of Hearing: 
Notices were published in the following: 

• Houston Chronicle: June 30 and July 20, 2015 

• Houston Chronicle: Community Extra Woodlands:  June 25 and July 16, 2015 

• La Voz (Spanish): June 28 and July 19, 2015 

• On the web:  http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-

meetings/houston/073015.html  

Copies of the notices, as seen in the newspaper advertisements, and the affidavits are 

included in AAAAppppppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    BBBB. Additionally, the notices were posted on TxDOT’s website at: 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-

meetings/houston/073015.html  

 

Letters to Elected Officials and Notices to Adjacent Land Owners, 
Civic Associations, and Stakeholders: 
Elected Officials: 

On June 29, 2015, TxDOT’s Houston District mailed out Public Hearing invitation letters to 

Houston area federal, state, and local elected and non-elected officials.  An example of the 

letter and the mailing list are included in ApApApApppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    CCCC. 
 

 

Adjacent Land Owners and Civic Associations: 

On June 23, 2015, notices were mailed out to 222 adjacent property owners and one civic 

association.  Copies  of  the  notices  mailed  to  the  adjacent  property  owners  and  

civic association, and the mailing list, are included in ApApApApppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    CCCC. 
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Attendance: 
A total of 140 people registered their attendance at the Public Hearing. Of these, three were 

elected officials. Additionally, 20 project team representatives were in attendance for a total 

of 160 attendees.  Copies of the sign-in sheets are included in AAAAppppppppeeeendixndixndixndix    DDDD. 

 

Format: 
The Public Hearing began with an open house session from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. During 

this time, exhibits were displayed that showed the proposed typical sections, schematic 

design, and other project information. Project team members were available to answer 

questions. The open house format allowed attendees to move freely between the displayed 

exhibits and discuss project details with the project team. Spanish interpreters were 

available to accommodate the communication needs of Spanish-speaking individuals. 
 

 

At 6:30 p.m., the project team gave a technical presentation that included details of the 

Public Hearing format, an overview of the proposed project, a description of the project’s 

purpose and need, a review of the alternative analysis, a review of the environmental 

considerations, and an explanation of the project funding and the next steps. The Public 

Hearing concluded with a public comment period. A certified court reporter recorded all 

public comments verbatim. 
 

 

Photographs of the Public Hearing are included in AAAAppppppppeeeennnnddddiiiixxxx    EEEE.  

 

The certified transcript of the Public Hearing is included in ApApApApppppeeeennnnddddiiiixxxx    FFFF. 

 

Hand-outs: 
A bilingual information sheet was distributed at the Public Hearing. The bilingual information 

sheet included an agenda, a project description, the purpose of the proposed project and 

anticipated benefits, the project history, the purpose of the public hearing, and direction on 

how to comment.  Copies  of  the  bilingual information sheet  provided  at  the  Public  

Hearing  are  included  in ApApApApppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    GGGG. Media packets were also available to members of 

the media present at the Public Hearing. 

 

Exhibits: 
Exhibits  were  displayed  on  easels  throughout  the  room.  In addition, tables included 

two sign-in tables (main and secondary entrances), comment tables, a ROW station, and a 

Google Earth station.  The exhibits displayed throughout the room are listed below and are 

included in  ApApApApppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    HHHH.  
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• Welcome to the Public Hearing 

• FM 2978 Public Hearing 

• Purpose of the Public Hearing 

• Purpose and Need 

• Alternatives Development and Analysis  

• Proposed FM 2978 Improvement Project 

• Proposed Typical Sections 

• Project Funding and Schedule 

• Next Steps 

• Public Hearing Comments 

• We Welcome Your Comments 

• Two copies of the Schematic Design 
 

 

Opportunities for Public Comment: 
The public was invited to submit written and/or verbal comments during the Public Hearing. 

Verbal comments  could  be  provided  during  the  formal  public  comment  session  and  

were transcribed by a court reporter. 
 

 

All attendees were informed that written comments could also be submitted after the 

Public Hearing by the end of the comment period (August 13, 2015) via mail or email. 

Contact information was provided at the Public Hearing and in the newspaper notices 

published prior to the Public Hearing. 

 

Comments Received: 
The deadline for public comment was Thursday, August 13, 2015. A total of 55 public 

comments were received. Of those comments, six were verbal and 48 were written. 

Copies of all verbal and written comments are included in ApApApApppppeeeennnndixdixdixdix    IIII. 
 

Positive and negative feedback was received on the proposed project. Of the 55 

comments received, 21 were in favor of the proposed project, three were not in favor 

of the proposed project, and 31 were non-committal. Concerns primarily included the 

following:  
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• Construct a continuous two-way turn lane throughout the length of the proposed 

project;  

• Construct a continuous two-way turn lane from south of Dry Creek to Conroe-

Huffsmith Road;  

• Construct turn lanes into specific residences and businesses due to safety concerns, 

including America’s ER Medical Center;  

• Construct the proposed project as soon as possible and without a gap for funding 

approval for the southern portion;  

• Woodlands Village Sterling Ridge subdivision expressed the need for sound 

abatement;   

• Construct a turn lane and signal at FM 2978 and Woodlane Boulevard (Woodlane 

Forest subdivision) due to concerns of a dangerous intersection; 

• Reconstruct Conroe-Huffsmith Road and Dobbin-Huffsmith Road as one intersection 

for safety; 

• Submission of a six page petition to add a left turn lane in front of  

26211 FM 2978 and 26231 FM 2978 (feed center and veterinary hospital); 

• Concerns for bicycle safety, lowering the speed limit to 45 miles per hour (mph), not 

using rumble strips for the safety of bicyclists, need for bicycle signage, and 

construction of a bicycle lane during construction. 
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Section 2 
Public Hearing Comment and Response Report 

 
Number  Name Verbal/Written Comments 

All comments are transcribed exactly as given 

regardless of delivery method (i.e., verbal or 

written). 

TxDOT Response 

1 Tim Turner Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
Woodlane Blvd needs a stoplight or at least one more 
stoplight should be added between Woodlands Pkwy 
and Miller Road. The current difficulty in turning left 
onto 2978 from Woodlane and the adjacent 
apartments will likely become worse without 
something to create traffic gaps on 2978. 

In order for a traffic signal 
to be installed, it must be 
studied and meet the 
minimum warrants 
identified in the Texas 
Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices. A traffic 
study was conducted in 
conjunction with the 
proposed project. The 
traffic volumes on 
Woodlane Blvd were not 
sufficient to justify the 
installation of a traffic 
signal. 

2 Kurt Killian Written Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
A right turn lane from FM 2978 SB to Hardin Store Rd 
should be investigated based on current and future 
traffic. Right turn lane from FM 2978 NB to Woodlands 
Pkwy should be investigated. 

TxDOT will investigate the 
need for additional lanes at 
the stated intersections and 
determine if they will fulfill 
the purpose and need of the 
proposed project. 

3 Paul Hupman Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
The project has forgotten our street. It should be noted 
that the street is Shadow Lane.  Currently 5-10 minutes 
to enter 2978 is not unusual due to speed (~70 MPH) 
and congestion. Turning right (northbound) on 2978 is 
dangerous and turning left (southbound) is even worse. 
We’ve had three southbound/left turn accidents at this 
street and had a northbound accident this week (see 
the car parts in the ditch). We need a left turn lane and 
a widened shoulder for right turns or someone will 
surely get killed sooner or later. 

TxDOT will recommend that 
the Traffic Operations 
Section perform a warrant 
study for a signal at this 
intersection after 
construction is complete.  
TxDOT will investigate the 
need for additional lanes at 
the stated intersections and 
determine if they will fulfill 
the purpose and need of the 
proposed project. 
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4 Anonymous Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
Project needs to include a left hand turn lane at 
Shadow Lane south bound and also right turn lane 
north bound. 

See response to comment  
number 3. 

5 Sylvia 
Miertschin 

Written Comment: 
 

The commenter is in support of the proposed 
project. 

 

But I think the whole project- down to Spring Creek 
should be done ASAP!! Anything will help-but I’d like 
to see the widening done all the way-not in parts. 

Comment noted.   
 
At present, the remainder of 
the proposed project will be 
implemented once funding 
becomes formally approved. 

6 Anonymous Written Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Unnamed tributary to Spring Creek= Leslie Branch 
Huffsmith is only spelled with one “f” 

Comment noted.   
 
The creek is not named on 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
Oklahoma Quadrangle; 
therefore, it is identified as 
an unnamed tributary to 
Spring Creek. 
 
Comment noted.   
 
The word is spelled 
differently; sometimes with 
one “f” and sometimes with 
two “f’s”.  The funding 
document produced by the 
Houston-Galveston Area 
Council uses two “f’s”; 
therefore, TxDOT adopted 
this spelling of the word. 

7 Carl Kiser Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
The business above is mislabeled on TxDOT’s purposed 
map. The business is NO longer Efficient Mechanical 
and Welding. The new business (since 2013) is Caden 
Kiser Investments LLC. 

Comment noted.   
 
The business name has 
been corrected.   
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8 Carl Kiser Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
At our address there is no purposed turn lane. I have a 
34 truck trucking company and a heavy equipment and 
truck repair shop at the address. I spoke with Buddy 
Reily and would like TxDOT to consider a turn lane for 
safety concerns. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   

9 Dennis Zaiser Written Comment 
 
The commenter is undecided on support of the 
proposed project. 
 
With manufacturing facility on 2978 and that plant also 
has another plant, they have trucks running between. 
When the trucks come down to this plant, they do the 
“J” breaking.  Can we get a sign for trucks-No “J” 
Breaking” to bring down noise?? 
Maybe some signs watch for cyclist? 
 

Thru an existing Municipal 
Maintenance Agreement 
(MMA) and a valid city 
ordinance, a city may install 
and maintain a “No Engine 
Brake” sign in their 
jurisdiction on TxDOT right-of-
way  (conventional roads 
only).  The city must agree to 
installation of the sign in 
order for enforcement to 
occur.  TxDOT does not make 
the request for the 
installation of the sign. 
 
Should the city agree to 
provide this type of sign, 
they may do so once the 
installation location(s) is 
agreed upon by TxDOT.  
This includes sending 
TxDOT a copy of the city 
ordinance authorizing such 
sign(s).  TxDOT would need 
to see the installation 
details for the sign(s) to 
ensure they meet TxDOT 
standards.  
 
The watch for cyclists signs 
would also need to be 
coordinated through the 
city. 
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10 Dawn 
Gatlin 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
As a resident of Woodlane Forest and the mother of 
two teen-age drivers I ask that you consider installing a 
sensored light at the entrance of our neighborhood. I 
have almost hit a biker which could have been tragic. I 
worry every time my boys drive away knowing they 
must turn left. I have timed my wait to turn left and it 
can take as many as 4-6 minutes to turn left safely out 
of Woodlane Forest. 
 
  

See response to comment 
number 1. 

11 Marcos W. 
Goldman 

 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
Need to start construction as soon as possible. 

 
Comment noted.   
 

12 Claude 
Huntor 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
The sound wall on East SP5 in vicinity of from N. 
Woodlands Parkway to approx. Bear Branch Jr H/Ken 
Lakes will benefit very few and all of those chose to 
live as close as they could to an existing state highway. 
We need money spent on real problems that affect 
large numbers of residents and businesses.  

Comment noted. 
 
TxDOT/FHWA noise 
guidelines require noise 
mitigation be considered if 
noise levels reach a certain 
criteria.  Noise levels did 
reach the criteria.  Noise 
barriers were modeled and 
determined to be 
reasonable and feasible; 
therefore, noise barriers are 
recommended for 
incorporation into the 
proposed project. 

13 Michael 
Pinkley 

 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
A traffic light is needed at entrance to Woodlane 
Forest subdivision for safety. Very dangerous entering 
and exiting onto FM 2978. This is our only entrance 
and exit. 

 

See response to comment 
number 1.   

14 Nellee 
Bailey 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
We need this road. 

Comment noted. 
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15 Fred Baldall 
 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is not in support of the proposed 
project. 
 
I have a 30’ driveway. I want to be left with a 30’ 
driveway. I have 2 means of natural drainage. I don’t 
want them to be restricted, one is through the middle of 
my garden, and the other is about 25 ft. south of my 
north corner of my property. This project is to support 
the migrants who moved here. 
 

The proposed driveway is 
approximately 60 feet to 
meet the minimum 25 foot 
radius.  TxDOT has provided 
ditches for drainage within 
the proposed project 
design.   

16 Robert 
Bradley 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
The portion south of Dry Creek which remains 
unfunded, please consider incorporating a left turn 
lane the entire length. The hazards of left turns are 
great especially at night, someone rear ending you, 
also head collisions-the left turn lane serves as a 
buffer. Thank you for your efforts. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   

17 Bruce 
Packard 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
As usual, TxDOT is taking a short-term view of a long 
term problem. The lack of turn lanes will need to be 
addressed in the near future. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   

18 William Craig Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
We would consider receiving excess dirt from FM 2978 
roadway construction. Our entrance is 28323 FM 2978 
~ Timber Ridge RV Village. Thank you! 
  

Excess dirt is to become 
the property of the 
contractor.  When the 
contractor is selected, 
TxDOT can give the 
contractor Mr. Craig’s 
contact information. 
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19 Fei Li Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is not in support of the proposed 
project. 
 
I want to know why the noise abatement wall wasn’t 
designed for Powers Bend Way. What we do not want to 
see is that Power Bend Way connects FM 2978 to 
Panterra Way. This will de-value our house on Panterra 
Way. 

Noise modeling was 
conducted for properties 
adjacent to FM 2978.  
Powers Bend Way is set 
back and perpendicular to 
FM 2978.  Although the 
schematic at the Public 
Hearing showed a 
connection from Powers 
Bend Way to FM 2978, 
coordination between 
TxDOT and The Woodlands 
Development Corporation 
determined that there will 
be no connection from 
Powers Bend Way to  
FM 2978.  Montgomery 
County supports 
abandoning the platted 
right-of-way in order to allow 
for a continuous noise 
barrier.  Therefore, the 
proposed noise barrier is 
now recommended as one 
continuous barrier instead 
of two barriers separated at 
Powers Bend Way. 

20 Michael Bass Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
The sound abatement wall is sorely needed. The break 
in the wall to accommodate Powers Bend Way is not 
needed as we have no intention to build this road. You 
should consider a “cut” west of Woodlands Parkway to 
eventually accommodate the extension of this road to 
249. 
  

Comment noted.   
 
The noise barrier will be 
continuous with no break at 
Powers Bend Way.  
 
This is not a TxDOT project.   
 
 

21 Dorian Stedman Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
……But you desperately need traffic lights at 2978 
and Woodlane Boulevard. There will be a death very 
soon if nothing done. 

See response to comment 
number 1. 
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22 Victoria 
Knutson 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
I am strongly in favor of this expansion.  I also strongly 
support the placement of traffic lights at the 
intersection of FM 2978 and Woodlane Blvd.  TxDOT 
should consider not only the vehicle traffic entering and 
exiting Woodlane Blvd at FM 2978, but should also 
consider the bicycle traffic at this intersection.  The 
many members of The Woodlands Bicycle Club use the 
Woodlane Forest subdivision for their work-outs, and 
they enter and exit the subdivision at this intersection.  
Even under current conditions, this intersection is 
unsafe for the bicyclists (and the vehicle drivers), but 
with the expansion, safety will be an even greater 
concern.   
 I hope TxDOT will be able to find the funds to place 
traffic lights at the intersection of FM 2978 and 
Woodlane Blvd for the safety of both the vehicle drivers 
and the bicyclists. 

See response to comment 
number 1. 

23 Eric Day Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is undecided on support of the 
proposed project. 
 
Request the addition of left turn lane (southbound) 
between 26604 FM 2978 (northern boundary) and 
26444 FM 2978 (southern boundary).  Current plans 
for 20 acre site include retail mixed-development along 
2978 frontage with access to Conroe-Huffsmith.  This 
will bring multiple vehicles from The Woodlands that will 
need a safe turn into site and reduce congestion.  

See response to comment 
number 3. 

24 Garland Grant, 
Jr. 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
Lived off FM 2978 for 20+ years.  Traffic is horrible & 
community has far out grown rd. capacity for area.  Also 
need to extend Woodlands Pkwy to Hy-249 to help 
relieve traffic. 

Comment noted.   

The expansion of 
Woodlands Parkway is not 
a TxDOT project. 



 

13 

FM 2978 CSJs: 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025, and 3050-02-028 
 

25 Jeff Conter, 
Executive VP 
Turnkey 
Industries 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
TURNING LANES are greatly needed and a serious 
safety issue for Turnkey Industries at 29710 FM 2978, 
Magnolia, TX 77354 (shown as Unknown 
Manufacturing Plant next to Prine Lane on your map).  
See Exhibit 1. The company Enviroflex Design & Mfg 
across FM 2978 from Turnkey Industries has similar 
problems.  See Exhibit 1.  The entrances at Turnkey 
Industries and Enviroflex Design & Mfg are virtually 
straight from each other.  There are times traffic is at 
both entrances/exits going in and out at the same time. 
Exhibit 2 is a spreadsheet reflecting that from January 
through July 2015 that there were 13,994 Turnkey 
Industries entrances/exists holding up traffic from 
employees, delivery, shipping, receiving, and non-
employee. There have been at least 7 automobile 
accidents in front of Turnkey Industries of which 4 
involved Turnkey Industries employees with serious 
injury and property damage.  Of the 3 other automobile 
accidents at least 2 were fatalities. 
Exhibit 3 is a record of Montgomery County Property 
taxes paid by the owners of Turnkey Industries, Joseph 
P. and M. Lynne Napoleon for the 2014 tax year.  This is 
a reflection of the property taxes paid on this property 
over the 10+ year period Turnkey Industries has been 
operating.  The total amount of property taxes for 
Turnkey Industries would probably be more than 
enough to pay for the turning lanes. 
If your engineering department had inquired into the 
businesses along this section of FM 2978, they would 
have seen the significant need for the turning lane in 
front of Turnkey Industries and Enviroflex Design & Mfg.  
This is a matter of great safety to the general public in 
the traffic flow on FM 2978 as well as the employees 
and customers of both businesses. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   
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26 Tim and 
Christine 
Hatchell 

Written Comment: 
 
The commenter is both in support of and not in support 
of the proposed project. 
 
They are widening 2978 in front of my business 
without a turn lane.  The traffic is extremely heavy in 
front of my business.  It is difficult to exit my driveway 
going north and turning left in the driveway.  It’s 
dangerous for my customers, employees, as well for 
myself.  Please review the situation before deciding not 
to put a turn lane in front of the business from Egypt 
Lane to Research Forest.  Thank you.  (Owner-Signs by 
D3 & Sons.  32615 FM 2978, Magnolia, TX 77354). 

See response to comment 
number 3. 
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27 Steve Schoger Verbal Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
My name is Steve – Steve Schoger.  I've been a resident 
of The Woodlands since I moved here in 1992.  I'm both 
a motorist and an avid cyclist.  I started --  We started --  
I started riding with The Woodlands Cycling Club in 
1992; and --  I started riding with The Woodlands 
Cycling Club in 1992; and we were riding our bikes on -- 
on FM 2978, and we're still riding our bikes.  FM 2978 
is a -- is a gateway to – to other -- other cycling routes in 
Montgomery County and, also, to other -- other venues 
when we do cycle.  So it's very important to be able to 
have safe passage for cyclists.  As a --  As a motorist, I 
don't want to hit a cyclist or a vulnerable road user; and 
as a cyclist, I don't want to get hit.  I want to come back 
home safely.  So I applaud TxDOT for providing 
shoulders no less than what we have right now.  That's -
-  That was critical.  So I do appreciate all the efforts you 
have gone to to try to make accommodations here.  
While I'd like to see at least the 7-foot shoulders the 
entire way, where you can at all possible, if you could 
make that continuous, it would make it real difficult if 
they have to be necked down to about 2 feet or so.  
Please have concern at intersections.  If there's a right-
hand turn lane, consider that the cyclist has to go 
through and forward.  So maybe that through lane, 
provide it a little bit wider so that cyclist could be there, 
get out of the turn lane so the motorist could make his 
turn safely and not be encumbered by a cyclist.  Also, 
we go and cycle on Woodlane.  I know the residents of 
Woodlane like to be able to get in and get out as well; 
so that intersection would be right for -- for a traffic 
signal.  I surely would appreciate that.  I'm sure the 
residents would, too.  Let's see.  Oh, during 
construction, very, very important, we -- we -- we've 
suffered through the 1488 construction, and we're 
suffering now at 149.  And what happens during those 
constructions, the barriers are put up, it's two-way 
traffic, and a cyclist has no way to get -- get through 
except taking the lane; and the motorists hate us.  They 
don't want to see us taking the lane, and we shouldn't 
be taking the lane.  It's not safe for us.  It doesn't help 
promote traffic for the motorists.  So if you could -- if at 
all possible, provide -- at least move the barriers out a 
little bit more, provide a little bit of space for the cyclists 
so that the motorists can go through and the cyclists 
can get to and from safely. 

See response to comment 
number 1.   
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28 Steve Schoger Written Comment (email): 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
My written public comments are attached in the word 
doc.  Also included are the public comments I made in 
2007 and are referenced herein.  I also made oral 
public comments at the July 30th hearing.  I believe my 
comments represent the thinking and needs of the 
mainstream of road cyclist that frequently use FM 
2978.  Most only use a segment, generally from FM 
1488 to Hardin Store Rd, or from the Woodlands 
northward and westward, or to get to/from Woodlane, a 
neighborhood that has 4.75 miles closed loop that 
most cyclist like to ride, due to its lack of through traffic.  
A lessor amount use the entire length of FM2 2978, 
continuing to Conroe Huffsmith Rd. Nonetheless, it is 
one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists 
in Montgomery County and serves as a gateway to all 
the rest of our routes throughout Montgomery County 
and connecting or passing thru adjacent counties.  FM 
2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, as well as 
motorist alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both 
want to get to our destinations safely and expediently.  
Safety of both is of utmost importance. Efficient mobility 
is certainty very important too. I believe both can be 
accomplished with TxDOT’s design proposal and the 
incorporation of the recommendations contained in my 
public comments. You will find that I have not taken 
exception with the fundamental design, in fact, I 
support it, considering the limitation of R.O.W. of 120 
feet for the roadway portion of the project and the 
keeping of the drainage ditches vs. installing storm 
sewer, as well as the project budget. I would be pleased 
to discuss my recommendations further and/or be a 
sounding board for the cycling community. Thank you 
for the opportunity to share my comments and I do 
hope you take them to heart and implement them. 
 
Best Regards,  
Steve Schoger 

See response to comment 
number 1.   
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29 Steve Schoger  Written Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 

1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 
CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-

028 
I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 
2015.  I also presented written comments by email on 
October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 
I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 
and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a cyclist.  
While my comments mainly refer to the 
accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 
vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns 
as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient passage of a 
cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   I have 
been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 
miles a year, most of them in Montgomery County.  FM 
2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists 
to get to north and west routes in Montgomery County 
and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality 
route for safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with 
the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 
along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of 
traffic and continuous center turn lane), now and for the 
future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s 
design proposal, and with the incorporation of the 
following recommendations. Overall, I am pleased with 
the design and my comments will not request 
modification to the basic infrastructure of the current 
project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and 
affordable suggestions for safer and more efficient 
passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have 
markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, 
as well as “share the road” signage on poles 
along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve to 
give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is 
NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we see 
motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or 
as a right hand turn lane.  Signage and striping 
(painting) is a very cost effective way to designate 
use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity 
through intersections, including turn lanes.  Too 
often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to 
where they should be or who should be yielding.  
Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to 

See response to comment 
number 1.   
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have a ‘pathway’ for safe passage when they are 
proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the 
relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of FM 
1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip 
will make it harder for cyclists to ride on the 
shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather 
than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, 
from the 50/55.  The latter has been the speed 
since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 
1992, when the traffic volumes were much lower, 
the number of ingress and egress points a lot 
less, and the amount of visual distraction and 
stimulation less as well.  We all know that 
motorists will consider a posted speed limit as a 
minimum and generally add an additional ten 
mph, a speed that is unsafe for this urban 
roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be 
able to efficiently and expeditiously use FM 2978 
to get to their destination, and they will able to do 
it with a greater degree of safety, than at a higher 
speed limit, and possibly as quick. 

• During construction, please provide for the safe 
passage of the motorist as well as the vulnerable 
road user.  That means not putting the concrete 
barriers so close to the edge of the existing two 
lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice 
but to take the lane or risk being hit, or having to 
find another N-S route for the three year period of 
time during construction.  TxDOT needs to provide 
detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 
their own devices, they will not spend the money 
to provide the accommodations.  Moving the 
barriers once a particular section of roadway has 
been completed or not putting up the barriers 
until the section of roadway is going to be worked 
on are two more suggestions.  Another is to 
provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where 
the cyclist will be riding, as the barriers will cause 
more debris to accumulate and there will be less 
room to avoid the road hazards.  We do not want 
a fatality or even an accident to be caused by 
failure to provide safe passage during 
construction.  Here is an example of a bad 
outcome: http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-
cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-blockage-
overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpb
s 

• While the cycling community would like a wider 
shoulder, we understand that the existing 120’ 
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R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of 
their replacement with storm sewer) has resulted 
in space constraints, in order to accommodate the 
five-lane design plus shoulder for this roadway.  
And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on 
the north-bound side of FM 2978, it is not 
continuous and does not extend down to May’s 
Valley.  There is a very adequate side walk along 
Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-
runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s 
Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling community 
would rather see the space used for more 
shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped users along FM 
2978 have not been prevalent in the past), 
especially if the width of the north-bound shoulder 
is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be 
provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  There are 
a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there 
are a lot of cyclists who cross 2978 to Woodlane 
for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns 
into and out of Woodlane create the risk of 
accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk 
will be greater.  There is a traffic control light 
about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes 
and Miller Road intersection and about a half a 
mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither 
one helps those going to/from Woodlane, without 
a level of inconvenience, especially for the 
motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to 
head north to Ken Lakes and to use that traffic 
control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to 
Woodlane when we are coming from the south, 
e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride 
start.  If a traffic control light is provided, it seems 
logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector 
road to provide access to the apartments directly 
to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists 
that live there to also make a safe left hand turn 
to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  
Steve Schoger 
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30 Dorian Stedman Verbal Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I'm Dorian Stedman, resident of the Woodlane Forest 
Subdivision.  I'm told that you're doing this widening of 
2978 because it's very dangerous road and very busy.  I 
appreciate that you are going ahead and widening it.  I 
see you put up a new traffic light in at Tamina, which is 
a good thing, because it's a very busy junction.  I would 
ask you to consider putting in a new traffic light in at 
Woodlane Forest as well, which is an equally dangerous 
junction.  I almost got hit coming out of Woodlane 
Forest -- excuse me -- almost hit coming out of 
Woodlane Forest tonight.  Traffic backed up, trying to go 
through the mix, people dive in and out trying to get 
through traffic because it's so busy.  And I don't 
understand why you put in a light at Tamina because 
previously -- without putting a light in at Woodlane 
Forest -- it wasn't slowing the traffic down on 2978.  If 
you put one in at Tamina, you need to go ahead and put 
one at Woodlane Forest and be done with it because it's 
only a question of time before someone's going to die 
there.  So that's the end of my comments. 

See response to comment 
number 1.   
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31 Kerri Steen and 
Nancy 

McGlothlin 

Verbal Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Good evening and thank you for holding this.  THE 
REPORTER:  I need your name.  KERRI STEEN:  My 
name is Kerri Steen.  NANCY McGLOTHLIN:  And Nancy 
McGlothlin, and we're speaking for the Montfair 
neighborhood.  And we just wanted to let you know that 
we have been working on this issue.  AUDIENCE 
MEMBER:  We can't hear.  NANCY McGLOTHLIN:  We 
have been working on this issue since 2010 for the 
Montfair neighborhood.  The noise is an issue on so 
many -- so many levels.  The noise abatement wall is 
very important to us in our --in our Montfair community, 
and we would just like to keep the hometown vision 
alive.  Thank you.  KERRI STEEN:  And just to add, I do 
appreciate all the time and effort over the last five years 
of all the residents, our community leaders, and the 
TxDOT employees that have had countless e-mails sent 
to them over all of this; and they've understood the 
importance of the environmental impacts to the 
residents of this project, and they fought through to this 
point.  We appreciate that.  Thank you.  NANCY 
McGLOTHLIN:  Thank you very much.   

Comment Noted. 
 

32 Greg Shotts Verbal Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
My name's Greg Shotts.  I'm a resident of The 
Woodlands.  And as other people have said, I'd like to -- 
to say this is a much-needed project and will be a big 
benefit to the -- to the local residents.  I did want to 
emphasize that 2978 is one of the few north-south 
corridors for people to ride their bicycles from northern 
Harris County into – or southern Harris County into the 
northern parts of Montgomery County.            
Maintaining access for those people during 
construction, sweeping of the roadways during 
construction is very important from a safety 
perspective.  The other thing that I'd like to emphasize 
is that our shoulders of the proposed design are 
marginal at the widths that are specified now based on 
the level of traffic and the increased speeds along the 
roadway.  And that's it for me. 

TxDOT will not be able to 
provide sufficient 
shoulders for bicyclists 
during construction or 
additional width for 
shoulders in the final 
configuration due to right-
of-way constraints. 
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33 Fei Li Verbal Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Hello.  My name is Fei Li.  My --  Myself and my family 
just moved into the Panterra Way City One.  I have two 
questions here.  The first one is that when we moved in 
last summer, and we were told by the apartments that 
junction will not extend into the main road; right?  That 
part is closed.  So I'm wondering:  Is there any kind of 
decision change on those guidelines, a junction from 
Panterra Way Apartments way to the Farm Road 2978.  
Right?  This is my first question.  I want you --BILL 
BRUDNICK:  All right.  Right at this point, we're not 
answering questions.  You have three minutes to make 
your comments, and we will be glad to meet you in the 
back after --FEI LI:  Of course.  BILL BRUDNICK:  -- to go 
ahead and see if we can address your questions.  FEI 
LI:  I think this question has been discussed by our 
neighborhood and, you know, the county government, 
basically had been rejected last time.  However, when I 
see the plan there, you guys didn't put the noise 
cancellation wall in that area.  I'm wondering what's the 
reason for that and what's the decision on that.  Ideally, 
it should have, you know, a noise cancellation wall all 
the way through; right?                                                        

See response to comment 
number 19.  
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34 Fred Baldau Verbal Comment: 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
My name is Fred Baldau.  I live on 2978.  Apparently 
you-all are going to widen the road.  My concern is the 
natural drainage.  I have two ditches that comes out of 
my property, and I'd like to see them be not disturbed or 
not -- not altered where the water won't drain out of 
them.  I have another comment about retention ponds.  
I --  Of all the retention ponds that I've ever seen, I've 
never seen any water retained in these ponds.  Never 
have I seen any water in the retention ponds.  The next 
comment is I own some property on Spring-Cypress 
Road.  When they rebuilt that road, they left out the 
driveway to that property.  I talked to them on -- on the 
site, and they acted like they was going to take care of 
it, and they did; but they took out a 22-foot driveway 
and put in a 12-foot and made me like it.  Right now I've 
got a 30-foot driveway, so I can move fuel trucks and 
machinery in and out of my driveway.  When you-all get 
through playing your games, I'd like to see that driveway 
put back at the same – at the same width as it is now.  
Thank you-all. 

See response to comment 
number 15.  
 

35 Joan Sandstrom Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
As this project is expected to last for 3 years the only 
comment I wish to make is the following:  Please do not 
install concrete barriers like those on FM 1488 because 
they create a more dangerous situation for bicyclists on 
the road.  Going to the outside of them means riding in 
debris and the only feasible option is to ride in the lane 
where motorists become enraged having to slow down 
or alternately just side swipe the bicyclists.  Allow a bike 
lane during construction to alleviate this 
problem.  Thank you. 

See response to number 
32.   
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36 Larry Wagner Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I did not see anything in the plans for Hufsmith-Conroe 
Rd. and Dobbin-Hufsmith Rd. intersection to be 
changed into one intersection, but it definitely needs to 
be brought over together into one intersection instead 
of two (2). Attached is such a drawing showing the 
footage and proposed way it should be brought 
together. It is very dangerous the way it is. I would 
appreciate it if someone could and would contact me 
and come out and let me show them what I am talking 
about and explain it. My name is Larry Wagner phone 
no. 281-259-9977. The way it is, is going to get 
someone killed the way these people drive out here.  
Going N. on FM 2978 turning right onto Hufsmith-
Conroe Rd. is an elbow turn with no shoulder, it is a very 
hazardous right turn. You have to come almost to a stop 
to make the right turn safely. Big trucks turning right 
going to the sand pit has to swing out to turn right and 
sometimes takes up both lanes on Hufsmith-Conroe Rd. 
We now have a housing subdivision going in about a 
mile that has increased truck traffic. We live very near 
the intersection and have witnessed several rear-end 
accidents. 
Thanks for your attention in this matter and any 
feedback you can give me. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   
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37 KRVA-Kasper & 
Rigby Veterinary 
Associates  

 

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice our concerns and 
contribute our input into possible design changes in the 
planned project to widen FM 2978. 
As presently designed, a turn lane ends between 
26211 FM 2978 (Spring Creek Feed Center) and 
26231 FM 2978 (Kasper & Rigby Veterinary 
Associates). We respectfully ask that serious 
consideration be given to extending that turn lane to 
north of 26231 FM 2978. 
We feel that it is of critical importance that a left turn 
lane be placed in front of Kasper & Rigby Veterinary 
Associates at 26231 FM 2978. This is a veterinary 
hospital that has been at this location since 1982. 
Large trailers with horses are turning in and out of this 
driveway numerous times during the day and night. The 
absence of a turn lane is a significant safety issue for 
both our clients and their horses. 
Attached are six pages of signatures of clients and 
employees potentially affected by this decision. These 
have been collected in less than two weeks, between 
August 1, 2015 and August 11, 2015, since we were 
made aware of this design. We will continue to collect 
signatures as clients bring their animals to the clinic for 
appointments. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of this 
safety issue. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   

38 Mark Cate Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I have reviewed the comments made previously by Mr. 
Steve Schoger (comments #27-#29) to address the 
concerns of area cyclists and I agree wholeheartedly 
with the concerns and changes mentioned. 

See response to comments 
number 1 and 32. 
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39 Erin Winnicki Written comment  
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
  
I have reviewed and support the comments made by 
Mr. Steve Schoger (comments #27-#29).  I have been a 
resident of The Woodlands in Montgomery County since 
2012 and cycle weekly on FM 2978 between FM 1488 
and Conroe-Huffsmith Road.   
  
Please contact me directly if you have any questions 
regarding my support of Mr. Schoger. 

See response to comments 
number 1 and 32. 

40 Mike Wiseman Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
Please find attached the comment form for the 
proposed widening of FM 2978 along with a letter 
expressing our concern for the removal of the center 
turn lane from the project.  We feel this is a terrible 
mistake and while it may reduce the congestion it will 
certainly make FM 2978 a much more dangerous road.  
We have witnessed many accidents within yards of our 
entrance that  have been caused by people being hit 
from behind because there is no center turn lane.  
 
I personally would request that you delay the project 
until it can be funded to a level that not only addresses 
the congestion but also improves the safety for 
everyone involved.  It is not in the public’s best interest 
to take on a project that will improve the congestion at 
the expense of everyone’s safety. 
 
We will certainly hope that you will make the proper 
choice and not initiate a project that will be detrimental 
to those it’s supposed to serve.  
 
A copy of this form along with our letter has been sent 
to you by certified mail.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  My contact 
information is listed below. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   
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40 
cont.  

Mike Wiseman 
 

Written comment (Continued) 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I am deeply concerned to find out that the proposed 
widening of  FM 2978 does not include a center turn 
lane. I have been at this location for over twenty years 
and have seen the traffic grow from a small county road 
with very little traffic to dangerous, overly congested 
roadway that has seen many people seriously injured or 
killed only yards from our front gate. In recent years, 
there has been a great deal of expansion on all of the 
other roads that now feed into FM 2978 with little or no 
regard to the congestion and safety issues it has 
caused the people that live and work on this road. I am 
definitely in favor of widening the road to relieve 
congestion but not at the expense of making it 
potentially more dangerous than it currently is. Almost 
all of the recent accidents that we have been witness to 
have been caused by people being hit from behind 
while trying to turn. Our concern is that if you widen FM 
2978 without the center turn lane, the traffic 
congestion will go down but speeds will certainly go up.  
Everyone trying to turn  will now be at an even greater  
risk of being killed due to this increased speed without 
the center turn lane for protection. The center turn lane 
is absolutely essential for not only performing left hand 
turns but also for allowing traffic  turning left onto FM 
2978 a place to safely merge into the oncoming traffic. 
We are a commercial business and have a great deal of 
traffic turning in and out of our property every day and a 
lot of that traffic is from large 18 wheelers. In fact, we 
estimate  that someone is either turning into or out of 
our property over 170 times per day and our neighbor 
across the street (Turn Key Industries)  has an equal if 
not greater  level of traffic  coming from their drive. If 
you consider both businesses, we would average over 
1700 entry/exits per week.  With this level of traffic  we 
feel it's imperative that  a center turn lane be installed 
for the safety of everyone involved. We fear for the 
safety of our employees, our suppliers and our 
neighbors and ask that you strongly reconsider going 
back and extending the turn lane south from FM1488 
all the way to the county line. cannot stress how 
important this is to the safety of everyone  involved and 
I would urge you to not build a project  that will most 
certainly raise the death toll on our road and be 
outdated before it's even completed! 
I look forward to your response. 
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41 Phillip M. 
Feanny 

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground: The subject property is located on the 
southeast corner of the FM 2978 and Research Forest 
Dr. intersection in Montgomery County and is currently 
occupied by America’s ER Medical Center (“AER”).  AER 
is a state of the art medical facility comprised of a 
licensed emergency room, an urgent care center and a 
diagnostic imaging and laboratory facility.  The Medical 
Center is open 24 hours a day, Seven (7) days a week 
and is permanently staffed with emergency room 
physicians, registered nurses and EMTs as well as 
laboratory and imaging techs.  In essence, AER is mini 
hospital located within the heart of the community it 
serves.  Because AER is capable of handling any 
emergency condition that presents for treatment, it is 
also a designated SETRAC or first responder facility.  As 
a result, AER receives both regular ambulance traffic as 
well as everyday emergency patients arriving via 
personal conveyance.  As such, ingress and egress to 
and from the facility constitutes a critical public safety 
issue.   
 
Comment 1Comment 1Comment 1Comment 1: Presence of AER Facility and Associated 
Existing Driveway.   Due to the age of the aerial maps 
utilized in the exhibits displayed at the subject public 
hearing, neither the Medical Center nor its existing 
driveway are represented therein. The property Owner 
wants to ensure that both the Department’s staff and 
the contractors selected to execute the requisite scopes 
of work associated with the Project are aware of the 
AER facility, its existing driveway, the unique public 
safety considerations associated with its around the 
clock operations as well as the associated requirement 
for continued uninterrupted ingress and egress to and 
from the facility by ambulances, emergency patients 
arriving via private conveyance and those medical 
personnel statutorily required to staff the facility. To 
that end, I am happy to meet with either or both the 
appropriate Texas Department of Transportation 
(“TXDOT”) staff and or contractor’s representatives to 
discuss this important safety issue. 
    
Comment 2Comment 2Comment 2Comment 2: Ingress and Egress of North & South 
Emergency Traffic.  Traffic congestion on both the north 
and southbound side of FM 2978 presents a challenge 
given the location of facility’s driveway relative to the 
Research Forest intersection. Specifically, northbound 

See response to number 3. 
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traffic intending to continue north routinely prevent 
those vehicles intending to travel eastbound on 
Research Forest from turning east at the intersection 
during red lights events. The inability of northbound 
traffic to turn east during red lights events causes 
“back-ups” which further aggravates already congested 
traffic immediately in front of the Medical Center’s 
existing driveway. As a result, both northbound and 
southbound ambulance and emergency traffic are 
prevented from entering the facility via the driveway 
(the former because they are stuck south of the 
driveway behind northbound traffic stopped at the light 
and the latter because they cannot cross bumper to 
bumper northbound traffic stopped at the light and 
thereby blocking the driveway). For the same reasons, 
emergency traffic (primarily ambulances) attempting to 
leave the facility are equally hampered.  It is the 
Owner’s belief that an eastbound turning lane on east 
side FM 2978 at the Research Forest intersection 
would help ameliorate this problem. Further relief would 
also come from the provision of a shoulder, also on the 
east side of FM2978, wide enough to allow emergency 
ambulance traffic to both approach the facility driveway 
from the south, and thereby gain access to the Medical 
Center, as well as those emergency vehicles departing 
the facility to the north. 
 
Comment 3Comment 3Comment 3Comment 3: Turn Lane Considerations.   In its current 
configuration, FM 2978 provides no center turn lane 
into subject property’s driveway. Based on information 
garnered from the July 30th public hearing, it is the 
Owner’s understanding that the Project provides such a 
turn lane. That said, the Owner’s would like to articulate 
its concerns regarding northbound traffic on FM 2978 
intending to turn west at the Research Forest 
intersection. This west turning northbound traffic on FM 
2978 has interfered with southbound FM 2978 traffic 
intending to turn east into the facility’s driveway. The 
Owner feels some accommodation is important to 
prevent vehicle interaction in the proposed center turn 
lane proximate to the facility’s driveway.   Again, Owner 
representatives are happy to meet at a mutually 
convenient time with either or both TXDOT staff and 
contractor representatives to discuss the issues raised 
herein. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
Questions or comments regarding either this 
correspondence or the subject matter hereof are 
properly directed to the undersigned. 
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42 Kevin Franklin   Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I have reviewed and support the comments submitted 
by Mr. Steve Schoger (see comment #27-#29) 
 

See response to comment 
number 32.   

43 Pearce R. 
Weaver Jr. 

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
As a cyclist enthusiast living in The Woodlands, I would 
like to echo the comments in the attached word 
document (see comment #29) 
 
In addition, it is amazing to me that other states and 
very large and crowded cities have been able to make 
useable bike lanes where no new road construction 
occurs or any additional room available to expand 
existing roads. Developing multi-use roads that can 
safely manage auto and bike traffic, should be easily 
accommodated. Thank you for your consideration. 

See response to comment 
number 32.   

44 George 
Newman 

Written comment 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
I support the concept that new section will have five 
foot shoulders to enable riding a bicycle safely on the 
shoulder.  Please attempt to build the roadway with at 
least five foot shoulder on both sides.  Please identify 
FM 2978 as a bicycle route and install signs that say 
“Share the Road”.  Thank you.  

The proposed project is 
designed with shoulders 
that are typically five feet in 
width on both sides of FM 
2978.  The width varies 
from 3 to 8 feet in some 
locations and is 10 feet in 
width on the proposed Dry 
Creek bridge. See response 
to comment number 1 with 
regard to signage.     
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45 Mr. Stephen 
Mac Rostie 

Written comment 
 
The commenter is not in support of the proposed 
project. 
 
I think the turnout at the public hearing was low due to 
the very misleading notice.  It did not state that 
different sections would be different configurations.  
The south sections I live on are proposed to be just 
four-lanes with no center lane.  At the present time 
traffic tends to flow well, it can be hard to make a left 
turn from my driveway and it’s worse making a left turn 
to my driveway.  
 
I am always worried I’ll get rear-ended by a vehicle 
going 50 mph and knocked into incoming traffic going 
50 mph!  If someone would do some research about 
when the section of FM 2978 south of Spring Creek 
Bridge was turned into a four lane roadway with a 
center lane, the bridge was reconfigured from two lanes 
to four lanes.  It caused major accidents! It was then 
reconfigured to a two lane roadway with a center lane.  
That made a big difference.  I think someone should 
check the accident reports and life flight records from 
both ends of the bridge.  I think the section in front of 
my house should be a two lane roadway with a center 
lane with good sized shoulders.  That way people can 
turn right or left into or out of driveways without 
obstructing the flow of traffic.  If we don’t learn from 
mistakes we are dooped to repeat them.  I think the 
people, insurance companies, and postal drivers would 
agree with me and my configuration. 
 
Sincerely, Stephen Mac Rostie 

 
A total of 140 people, not 
including 20 project team 
members, attended the 
Public Hearing. 
 
See response to comment 
number 3.   
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46 Kevin 
Rottinghaus 

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I have been riding in The Woodlands since 2003 and 
ride 2-5 times per week since then. As you plan future 
development of area roads, I wish to add several 
comments for your consideration.  
 
First, traffic density has increased significantly since 
2003 reducing safety margins for all road users.  
 
Second, congestion leads to higher levels of frustration 
and anxiety among road users; both factors likely 
contribute to additional instances of aggressive driving 
behaviors.  
 
Third, in many cases, lanes of travel have been created 
by taking shoulder area and reducing lane widths.  
 
All of the above reduce the margin of safety I feel on my 
bike and increase the pucker factor I experience.  
 
I encourage TXDOT to carefully consider the needs of all 
road users including cyclists.   
 
Thank you.  
 
Regards,  
Kevin 

A designated  bike lane is 
not part of the proposed 
project due to right-of-way 
constraints. 

47 Igore Broes Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I hereby wish to lend my support to the 
recommendations made by Steve Schoger as expressed 
in the following email and his two submitted word 
documents.   (See comment #27-#29) 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Igor Broes 

See response to comment 
number 32.   
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48 Gillermo Lucero Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Dear Director,  
 
I have reviewed and support the comments submitted 
by Mr. Steve Schoger (comments #27-#29), I would like 
to add that it will be good to educate drivers (I am a 
motorist and a bicycle rider as Mr. Steve) that people on 
bicycles are not dangerous we only need our space and 
if we have an stone or branch that we didn’t see can 
cause us to fall from the bike. In the event that 
something like that happens we would be very close to 
be hit by a car if the car is driven close to the shoulder 
or bike lane, therefore I consider critical to increase the 
signage and drivers education around bicycles.  Besides 
keeping the roads and especially shoulders clean and 
without rumble strips help us a lot to prevent accidents.  
 
I decided to live in the Woodlands (Spring) 3 years ago, 
because the easy access to amazing places where I can 
ride therefore, I will really appreciate the authorities to 
keep conserving these places and ensuring cyclist are 
considered part of the community and road users.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
Guillermo Lucero 

See response to comment 
number 32.   

49 Ken Mensio Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Attention:  Public comments on FM 2978 
I have reviewed and support the comments submitted 
by Mr. Steve Schoger (comment #27-#29) 

See response to comment 
number 32.   
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50 Dr. Duane F. 
Vincent 

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
My name is Dr. Duane F. Vincent, I have been a resident 
of the Montgomery County since 2008.  I currently live 
in Conroe and I am an experienced cyclist with over 30 
yrs. of sharing the road with motorist.  I will like to 
second the proposed comments submitted Mr. Steve 
Schoger (comments #27-#29).  I had the opportunity to 
review his public comments and seem to not be 
unreasonable during this construction period.  

See response to comment 
number 32.   

51 Craig Mathews Written comments 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Hi, 
Appreciate you considering my comments on the FM 
2978 road widening project.  
 
I am one of many road cyclists that frequently use FM 
2978 to head north from FM 1488 towards Hwy 105 
and to return.  
 
I believe FM 2978 is one of the most heavily used N-S 
roadways for cyclists in Montgomery County and serves 
as a gateway to all the rest of our routes throughout 
Montgomery County and connecting or passing thru 
adjacent counties.  FM 2978 is a very important 
roadway for cyclists, as well as motorists alike.  
Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to 
our destinations safely and expediently.  
 
Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Hoping the 
needs of cyclist will be considered while this project is 
underway.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
Craig Mathews 

The proposed project is 
designed with 
accommodations for 
bicyclists within the five-foot 
outside shoulders.   
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52 Michael and 
Tracy Lukk 

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
TxDOT,  
We fully support the comments made by Mr. Steve 
Schoger (included below [comments # 27-#29]) 
concerning the widening/construction on FM 2978 and 
the incorporation of features to maximize bicycle safety.  
I (Mike) have been a resident of the Woodlands area 
since 1896, and have been an avid cyclist since then, 
mostly on roads up north of the Woodlands 
(Montgomery, Magnolia, Richards, etc.). I recall when 
we first moved to the Woodlands, neither Kuykendahl, 
nor Research Forest where thru-going roads.  SH 242 
did not even exist.  Since then, much has changed for 
us cyclists.  Traffic has increased exponentially, and as 
a result bicycle safety has diminished.  We recently 
moved to Jacob’s Reserve, located just north of 1488.  
However, I still ride with groups that often start at, or 
near the Walmart at Woodlands Pkwy and utilize 2978 
to get northwards from the Woodlands.  
 
I am now retired and have traveled within the US quite 
a bit lately.  Whenever I meet people in other states I 
usually mention that we live “just north of Houston”.  
They almost always ask more specifically where, and 
when I say “The Woodlands”, a surprising number of 
them say they know the area.  They always have 
positive comments.  They often know that Ironman 
Texas is hosted here.  In part, because of the Ironman, 
we have a huge cycling community in the area.  
 
Please, let’s keep the roads as safe as possible for all 
of us cyclists.  The suggested changes are not big 
budget items.  Some will enhance the education of 
drivers in order for them to be more aware about 
sharing the road with cyclists.  
 
Thank you,  
Mike and Tracy Lukk 

See response to comment 
number 32.   
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53 Raymond 
Skelton 

(Ainsworth 
Meats) 

Written comment 
 
The commenter is in support of the proposed project. 
 
The oversite of a center turn lane from Research Forest 
south to Egypt Lane will cause a traffic hazard for 
people turning west as it will block traffic in one lane 
with the growth of business and traffic. The need for a 
center turn lane to have the safety and ease of entering 
and exiting businesses. A center turn lane for every 800 
feet will save money for a redo later down the road and 
keep accidents to a minimum. The center turn lane 
from Bear Branch Jr. High to past Woodlands Parkway 
has been great on the east side of 2978 and seems to 
me that if you can plan for non-existing growth this area 
you can plan for growth where access will happen on 
both sides of 2978. 

See response to comment 
number 3.   

54 Daniel Elizondo 

  

Written comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
I have reviewed and support the comments submitted 
by Mr. Steve Schoger. 

See response to comment 
number 32.   

55 Mike Bass Written Comment 
 
The commenter does not identify if they are in support 
of the proposed project or not. 
 
Robert, thanks for your help on this matter. From my 
discussion with the TxDOT team at the public meeting, I 
under stood they were supportive of closing this gap in 
the wall. In regard to your question as to the location of 
the sound wall and sidewalk, the project maps 
displayed at the meeting showed that both were to be 
located on the TxDOT right of way running alongside the 
existing Township/TWDC forest reserve. As I recall the 
comment during the public hearing was that TxDOT 
would only be acquiring additional right of way to locate 
their  new retention ponds. From the feedback I 
received, the Montfair residents were very pleased with 
what they saw and heard at the public meeting. 
Privately, they expressed concern to me regarding the 
risk that additional ROW would have be  to acquired, 
requiring any of the existing trees within the forest 
reserve to be cut down. 
 

The proposed project would 
be constructed within the 
existing 120-foot right-of-way.  
A total of 17.09 acres of 
additional right-of-way is 
required for the construction 
of four proposed detention 
ponds.  The proposed 
detention pond locations are 
wooded properties.   
 
In talking with Mr. Bass after 
the public hearing, Mr. Bass 
was assured that noise walls 
would be constructed within 
TxDOT ROW.  Trees between 
the ROW line and homes on 
the Woodland Township 
property would not be 
removed by TxDOT. 
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I Texas Department of Transportation 
PO BOX 1386 I HOUSTON, TEXAS 77251- 1386 I (713) 802-5000 I WWW.TXDOT.GOV 

June 29, 2015 

CERTIFIED MAIL «Certified» 

«Title» «FirstName" «LastName» 
ATIN: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT DIRECTOR 
«Position", «Organization» 
«Addri» 
«City>>, «ST>> «Zip>> 

RE: Notice of Public Hearing 
Montgomery County 
FM 2978: Conroe-Huffsmith Road to FM 1488 
Control 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

Dear «Salutation» «LastName»: 

Attached is a notice for the upcoming public hearing for the FM 2978 roadway widening, from 
Conroe-Hufsmith Road to FM 1488 in Montgomery County, Texas. This public hearing is being held 
to present the proposed design and to seek comments from local officials and citizens. You, or your 
representative, are cordially invited to attend. See attached meeting location map. 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 
Bear Branch Junior High School 

31310 FM 2978 Road 
Magnolia, Texas 77354 

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Open House 
6:30 p.m. - Public Hearing 

We are available to meet with you before the public hearing to review the proposed project and 
answer any questions that you may have. If you have any questions in the interim, please contact 
Pat Henry, P.E. , at (713) 802-5241. 

Sincerely, 

cJ~D. ~~ p.€"· 

Quincy D. Allen , P.E. 
District Engineer 
Houston District 

Attachments 
cc: Pat Henry, P.E. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by 
FHWA and TxDOT. 

OUR GOALS 
MAINTAIN A SAFE SYSTEM • ADDRESS CONGESTION • CONNECT TEXAS COMMUNITIES • BEST IN CLASS STATE AGENCY 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 





NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
FM 2978: Conroe-Huffsmith Road to FM 1488 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a public hearing on Thursday, 
July 30, 2015 at Bear Branch Junior High School, 31310 FM 2978 Road, Magnolia, Texas 77354. 
The purpose of the hearing is to present the proposed improvements for FM 2978 from FM 1488 to 
Conroe-Huffsmith Road in Montgomery County, Texas, and to receive public comment. Displays will 
be available for viewing at 5:30 p.m. with the formal hearing commencing at 6:30 p.m. 

The existing facility consists of a two-lane, undivided facility (one lane in each direction) with 7.5-foot 
outside shoulders and open ditches. The existing right-of-way (ROW) is typically 120 feet in width. 

The proposed project involves widening the existing two-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane 
roadway with a two-way continuous turn lane, five-foot outside shoulders which would accommodate 
bicycles, and a four-foot sidewalk in various locations on the east side of FM 2978. A sidewalk is not 
proposed on both side of FM 2978 for the length of the proposed project due to ROW constraints. 
The proposed project also involves the reconstruction of the bridge over Dry Creek. The roadway 
widening would be constructed within the existing 120-foot ROW, with the exception of four proposed 
detention ponds totaling 17.09 acres of additional ROW. The purpose of the proposed project is to 
improve traffic operations and travel times, increase emergency access, and improve safety 
conditions. There are no residential or commercial displacements associated with the proposed 
project. Information about the tentative schedule for ROW acquisition and construction may be 
obtained from the TxDOT Houston District Office. 

Maps and other drawings showing the proposed project's location and design will be displayed at the 
hearing. Environmental documentation for the project will also be available for inspection at the 
hearing. This information is available by appointment Monday through Friday between the hours of 
8:00a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Houston District Office located at 7600 Washington Avenue, 
Houston, Texas 77007. To schedule an appointment please contact lndra Gunaratne at 
(713) 802-5330. Also, information is available at the Montgomery County Area Office at 
901 North FM 3083 East, Conroe, Texas 77301, from 8:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at telephone number 
(936) 538-3300. 

All interested people are invited to attend this public hearing. Verbal and written comments from the 
public regarding this project are requested and may be presented for a period of 10 working days 
following the hearing. Written comments may be submitted either in person or by mail to the TxDOT 
Houston District Office, Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386, or emailed to HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov. Comments 
must be received or postmarked on or before Thursday, August 13, 2015 in order to become part of 
the official hearing record. 

The Public Hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have 
special communication or accommodation needs, or need an interpreter, are encouraged to contact 
the TxDOT Houston District Public Information Office at (713)-802-5072. Requests should be made at 
least two days prior to the public hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these 
needs. If you have general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, you may contact 
James A. Roscher at (713) 802-5246. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA 
and TxDOT. 



AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PUBLICA 
FM 2978: Conroe-Huffsmith Road to FM 1488 

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TXDOT) llevan3 a cabo una audiencia publica el jueves 30 
de Julio de 2015 en escuela secundaria Bear Branch Junior High School, 31310 FM 2978, 
Magnolia , TX 77354. El proposito de Ia audiencia es presentar las mejoras propuestas para Ia FM 
2978 desde Ia FM 1488 hasta Ia calle Conroe-Huffsmith en el condado de Montgomery, Texas, y 
para recibir comentarios del publico. Muestras del diseiio estaran disponibles para su revision las 
5:30 p.m., con Ia audiencia formal comenzando a las 6:30 p.m. 

La carretera existente consiste de dos carriles, carriles indivisos (un carril en cada direccion) con 
acotamientos externos de 7.5 pies y zanjas abiertas. El derecho de vfa (ROW) existente es 
tfpicamente de 120 pies de ancho. 

El proyecto propuesto consiste en Ia ampliacion de Ia carretera existente de dos carriles indivisa a 
una carretera de cuatro carriles con un carril de doble sentido que continua para dar vuelta, con 
acotamientos externos de 5 pies que acomodan bicicletas, y una acera de cuatro pies en varios 
lugares en el lado este de FM 2978. Se propane una sola acera a un solo lado de Ia FM 2978 a lo 
largo del proyecto propuesto por las restricciones de derecho de vfa (ROW). El proyecto propuesto 
tambien incluye Ia reconstruccion del puente sabre Ia Dry Creek. La ampliacion de Ia carretera se 
construirfa dentro del derecho de vfa (ROW) existente de 120 pies, con Ia excepcion de cuatro 
estanques de retencion propuestos, para un total de 17.09 acres de derecho de vfa adicional. El 
objetivo del proyecto propuesto es mejorar las operaciones de tratico y los tiempos de viaje, 
aumentar el acceso a vehfculos de emergencia, y mejorar las condiciones de seguridad. No hay 
desplazamientos residenciales o comerciales relacionados con el proyecto propuesto. Informacion 
sabre el itinerario provisional para Ia adquisicion de derecho de vfa (ROW) y Ia construccion, se 
puede obtener en Ia Oficina del Distrito de Houston TXDOT. 

Mapas y otros dibujos que muestran Ia ubicacion y el diseiio del proyecto propuesto se mostraran en 
Ia audiencia. Documentacion ambiental para el proyecto tambien estara disponible para su 
inspeccion en Ia audiencia. Esta informacion esta disponible con cita de lunes a viernes entre las 
horas de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m. en Ia Oficina TXDOT Houston District ubicado en 7600 Washington 
Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. Para programar una cita por favor pongase en contacto con Ia Srta. 
lndra Gunaratne al (713) 802-5330. La informacion tambien esta disponible en Ia Montgomery 
County Area Office en 901 North FM 3083 East, Conroe, Texas 77301, con las mismas horas, 
teletono 936-538-3300. 

Se invita a personas interesadas, a asistir a esta audiencia publica. Los comentarios verbales y 
escritos del publico con respecto a este proyecto se solicitan, y podran presentarse durante un 
periodo de 10 dfas laborables, despues de Ia audiencia . Los comentarios escritos pueden ser 
presentados en persona o por correo a Ia oficina de TxDOT Houston District Office, Director of Project 
Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386, o 
por correo electronico a HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov. Los comentarios deben ser recibidos en o 
antes del jueves 13 de agosto de 2015, para que sean parte del registro de Ia audiencia oficial. 

La audiencia publica se llevara a cabo en ingles. Las personas interesadas en asistir a Ia audiencia 
que tienen necesidades especiales de comunicacion o necesidades de acomodacion, o Ia necesidad 
de un interprete, se les solicita a ponerse en contacto con TXDOT Houston District Public 
Information Officer al (713) 802-5072. Solicitudes se deben hacer por lo menos dos dfas antes de Ia 
audiencia publica. Se haran todos los esfuerzos razonables para realizar dichos acomodos. Si tiene 
preguntas generales o preocupaciones con respecto al proyecto propuesto, puede comunicarse con 
el Sr. James A. Roscher, al (713) 802-5246. 

La revision ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales 
aplicables para este proyecto estan siendo o han sido, llevado a cabo por TxDOT- en virtud de 23 
USC 327 y un Memoranda de Entendimiento fechado el 16 de diciembre del 2014 y ejecutado por 
Ia FHWA y el TxDOT. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will conduct a public hearing on Thursday, July 30, 2015 at 
Bear Branch Junior High School, 31310 FM 2978 Road, Magnolia, TX 77354. The purpose of the hearing is to 
present the proposed improvements for FM 2978 from FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road in Montgomery 
County, Texas, and to receive public comment.  Displays will be available for viewing at 5:30 p.m. with the 
formal hearing commencing at 6:30 p.m. 
 
The existing facility consists of a two-lane, undivided facility (one lane in each direction) with 7.5-foot outside 
shoulders and open ditches. The existing right-of-way (ROW) is typically 120 feet in width.   
 
The proposed project involves widening the existing two-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane roadway with a 
two-way continuous turn lane, five-foot outside shoulders which would accommodate bicycles, and a four-foot 
sidewalk in various locations on the east side of FM 2978. A sidewalk is not proposed on both side of FM 2978 
for the length of the proposed project due to ROW constraints.  The proposed project also involves the 
reconstruction of the bridge over Dry Creek.  The roadway widening would be constructed within the existing 
120-foot ROW, with the exception of four proposed detention ponds totaling 17.09 acres of additional ROW.  
The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic operations and travel times, increase emergency 
access, and improve safety conditions. There are no residential or commercial displacements associated with the 
proposed project.  Information about the tentative schedule for ROW acquisition and construction may be 
obtained from the TxDOT Houston District Office.  
 
Maps and other drawings showing the proposed project’s location and design will be displayed at the hearing. 
Environmental documentation for the project will also be available for inspection at the hearing. This 
information is available by appointment Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
at the TxDOT Houston District Office located at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007.  To 
schedule an appointment please contact Ms. Indra Gunaratne at 713-802-5330.  Information is also available at 
the Montgomery County Area Office at 901 North FM 3083 East, Conroe, Texas 77301, with the same hours, 
telephone 936-538-3300. 
 
All interested people are invited to attend this public hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public 
regarding this project are requested and may be presented for a period of 10 working days following the 
hearing. Written comments may be submitted either in person or by mail to the TxDOT Houston District Office, 
Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-
1386, or emailed to HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov.  Comments must be received or postmarked on or before 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 in order to become part of the official hearing record.  
 
The Public Hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special 
communication or accommodation needs, or need an interpreter, are encouraged to contact the TxDOT Houston 
District Public Information Office at (713)-802-5072. Requests should be made at least two days prior to the 
public hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. If you have general questions 
or concerns regarding the proposed project, you may contact Mr. James A. Roscher at (713) 802-5246. 
 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws 
for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum 
of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 
 
El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TXDOT) llevará a cabo una audiencia pública el jueves 30 de Julio 
de 2015 en escuela secundaria Bear Branch Junior High School, 31310 FM 2978, Magnolia, TX 77354. El 
propósito de la audiencia es presentar las mejoras propuestas para la FM 2978 desde la FM 1488 hasta la calle 
Conroe-Huffsmith en el condado de Montgomery, Texas, y para recibir comentarios del público. Muestras del 
diseño estarán disponibles para su revisión las 5:30 p.m., con la audiencia formal comenzando a las 6:30 p.m. 
 
La carretera existente consiste de dos carriles, carriles indivisos (un carril en cada dirección) con acotamientos 
externos de 7.5 pies y zanjas abiertas. El derecho de vía (ROW) existente es típicamente de 120 pies de ancho. 
 
El proyecto propuesto consiste en la ampliación de la carretera existente de dos carriles indivisa a una carretera 
de cuatro carriles con un carril de doble sentido que continua para dar vuelta, con acotamientos externos de 5 
pies que acomodan bicicletas, y una acera de cuatro pies en varios lugares en el lado este de FM 2978. Se 
propone una sola acera a un solo lado de la FM 2978 a lo largo del proyecto propuesto por las restricciones de 
derecho de vía (ROW). El proyecto propuesto también incluye la reconstrucción del puente sobre la Dry Creek. 
La ampliación de la carretera se construiría dentro del  derecho de vía (ROW) existente de 120 pies, con la 
excepción de cuatro estanques de retención propuestos, para un total de 17.09 acres de derecho de vía adicional. 
El objetivo del proyecto propuesto es mejorar las operaciones de tráfico y los tiempos de viaje, aumentar el 
acceso a vehículos de emergencia, y mejorar las condiciones de seguridad. No hay desplazamientos 
residenciales o comerciales relacionados con el proyecto propuesto. Información sobre el itinerario provisional 
para la adquisición de derecho de vía (ROW) y la construcción, se puede obtener en la Oficina del Distrito de 
Houston TXDOT.  
 
Mapas y otros dibujos que muestran la ubicación y el diseño del proyecto propuesto se mostrarán en la 
audiencia. Documentación ambiental para el proyecto también estará disponible para su inspección en la 
audiencia. Esta información está disponible con cita de lunes a viernes entre las horas de 8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m. 
en la Oficina TXDOT Houston District ubicado en 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007. Para 
programar una cita por favor póngase en contacto con la Srta. Indra Gunaratne al (713) 802-5330. La 
información también está disponible en la Montgomery County Area Office en 901 North FM 3083 East, 
Conroe, Texas 77301, con las mismas horas, teléfono 936-538-3300. 
 
Se invita a personas interesadas, a asistir a esta audiencia pública. Los comentarios verbales y escritos del 
público con respecto a este proyecto se solicitan, y podrán presentarse durante un periodo de 10 días laborables, 
después de la audiencia. Los comentarios escritos pueden ser presentados en persona o por correo a la oficina de 
TxDOT Houston District Office, Director of Project Development, Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. 
Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386, o por correo electrónico a HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov. Los 
comentarios deben ser recibidos en o antes del jueves 13 de agosto de 2015, para que sean parte del registro de 
la audiencia oficial.  
 
La audiencia pública se llevará a cabo en inglés. Las personas interesadas en asistir a la audiencia que tienen 
necesidades especiales de comunicación o necesidades de acomodación, o la necesidad de un intérprete, se les 
solicita a  ponerse en contacto con TXDOT Houston District Public Information Officer al (713) 802-5072. 
Solicitudes se deben hacer por lo menos dos días antes de la audiencia pública. Se harán todos los esfuerzos 
razonables para realizar dichos acomodos. Si tiene preguntas generales o preocupaciones con respecto al 
proyecto propuesto, puede comunicarse con el Sr. James A. Roscher, al (713) 802-5246. 
 
La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para 
este proyecto están siendo o han sido, llevado a cabo por TxDOT- en virtud de 23 USC 327 y un Memorando de 
Entendimiento fechado el 16 de diciembre del 2014 y ejecutado por la FHWA y el TxDOT.  

mailto:HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov


The Woodlands £¤59

§̈¦45

")1488

Hardin Store Rd

C on
roe

- H
uff

sm
ith

Rd

Woodlands P kwy

End Project

Begin Project

Bear Branch

Site 1

Site 2

Site 3

Site 4

Dry Creek

Mill Creek

Cow Branch

Spring Creek

")2978

The Woodlands The Woodlands

Tomball

Tomball

Harris County

Montgomery County

Montgomery County
Nickaburr Creek

Unnamed Tributary of Spring Creek

Project Location

:
Project Location Map

FM 2978
From FM 1488 to 

Conroe-Huffsmith Road
Montgomery County, Texas

Base Photo: Landiscor Aerial Photography (2014)

Legend
Project Alignment
Detention Pond

0 10.5
Miles



Ho
no

r O
ak

s

Bonwick

Caelin

Road

Arist
is P

ath

Cloud Bank

Sp
ruc

e
Ca

ny
on

Ja
me

s

Pla
ye

r
Wo

od
s

Sig
na

ture

Cre

stGlen Terra

Player O aks

Colewood

Damon

Player Point

Sterling Dale

S Millsap

Black Knight

S Planchard

Roy

Ken Lakes

W es
two

od

Mont
fair

Black Forest

Miller

Wedgewood

Revelwood

Tamina

Terramont

FM
297

8

Montfair P ark

Millsap

Pow e r Bend
Pla

nchard

Ambassador

Merit Oaks

Wood lane

P layer Bend

Ponderosa

Meeting Location 
Bear Branch Junior 

High School

The Woodlands

Tomball

Conroe
UV242

UV249

FM 2978
From FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road

Montgomery County, Texas
PUBLIC HEARING LOCATION

BEAR BRANCH JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Time:

Open House: 5:30pm-6:30pm 
Presentation/Public Comment: 6:30pm

Date: July 30, 2015

31310 FM 2978 Rd, Magnolia, TX 77354
Bear Branch Junior High School 

0 1,000500 Feet
:



SITE ADDRESS SITE_CITY State SITE_ZIP APN/PARCEL NO OWNER_NAME_1 MAILING ADDRESS MAIL_CITY State MAIL_ZIP
77354 9487-00-00300 1488-2978 SC LP SAN ANTONIO TX 78279
77354 9487-00-00400 1488-2978 SC LP SAN ANTONIO TX 78279

32866 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00100 1488-2978 SC LP/ C/O PROPERTY TAX DEPT SAN ANTONIO TX 78279
28713 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01118 2978 CLK LLC THE WOODLANDS TX 77380
30404 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9716-99-00300 2978 COLONNADE GROUP LP SPRING TX 77393

77354 9495-02-43700 2978 COMMERCIAL LLC SPRING TX 77380
77354 9495-02-43800 2978 COMMERCIAL LLC SPRING TX 77380

32403 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-43601 2978 MAGNOLIA LLC HOUSTON TX 77057
29135 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00500 2978 PROPERTIES LLC CONROE TX 77303
29103 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00710 2978 PROPERTIES LLC CONROE TX 77303
32623 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-29500 32623 FM 2978 LLC WOODWAY TX 76712

77354 0078-01-02900 ABADIE, FRANCIS WADE MONTGOMERY TX 77316
27608 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-07700 ABS REAL ESTATE LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
30340 FM 2978 RD THE WOODLANDS TX 77354 9699-71-00300 AMREIT, MONTHLY HOUSTON TX 77046

26026 DOBBIN HUFFSMITH RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01701 ANDERSON, RUTH D MAGNOLIA TX 77354
29828 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-02210 ARAUJO, ALICIA MAGNOLIA TX 77354
31511 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-01508 ATTAYI, ALI R HOUSTON TX 77070
30330 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9699-71-00200 AVON REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT LLC MISSION TX 78572
30330 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9699-71-00201 AVON REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT LLC MISSION TX 78572
31311 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-01700 AWM RESOURCE MANAGEMENT LTD MAGNOLIA TX 77354
28602 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-02600 BACA, GEORGE VICTOR SPRING TX 77389
28715 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-03100 DALE, BELL & BAILEY, REBECCA MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27712 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-07900 BALDAU, FRED G MAGNOLIA TX 77354
32927 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-41600 BANK, AMEGY HOUSTON TX 77227

77354 9495-02-44600 BAXT, JOHN H HOUSTON TX 77006
77354 9495-02-44700 BAXT, JOHN H HOUSTON TX 77006
77354 9495-02-44800 BAXT, JOHN H HOUSTON TX 77006

32619 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-29600 BEAULIER, PATRICIA MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 0027-01-03610 BETTY GRACE HARRIS LIFETIME TRUST DRIPPING SPRINGS TX 78620
77354 9495-02-08100 BHULA, H M SAN ANTONIO TX 78228

32502 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0225-00-00151 BIG DIAMOND LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
8511 WEST LN MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0458-00-01100 BOLIYO LLC THE WOODLANDS TX 77380

26301 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05503 BOSTIAN, CLARENCE & CHERYL M MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27923 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-03025 BOSWELL, RICHARD S MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26433 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA 77354 0027-01-05501 BRADLEY, EDNA M, BRADLEY, ROBERT C MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26932 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-00606 BRIGANCE, CANDACE S MAGNOLIA TX 77354

MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-41500 BUFKIN, THOMAS E CONROE TX 77303
27906 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02315 BURCHFIELD, MICHAEL D TOMBALL TX 77375

77354 9495-00-42000 Burgess, James & Kellie & Susan Burgess, Roc K Enterprises LLC SPRING TX 77382
26937 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01204 C&L PROPERTIES LLC THE WOODLANDS TX 77382
26603 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-07071 CADEN KISER INVESTMENTS, LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26603 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-07070 CADEN KISER INVESTMENTS, LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
32901 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-41000 CARR, RICHARD DAVID (CARR FAMILY REALTY LP) CONROE TX 77304

8927 CARRAWAY LN MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01209 CARRAWAY, BETTY B MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 0027-00-01200 CARRAWAY, BUCK E MAGNOLIA TX 77354

28536 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-02001 CARRIZALES, JUAN J & VICENTA MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 9495-02-44400 CASTILLO, JOSE ALEJANDRO & ARMANDO CONROE TX 77302

33010 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00101 CFT DEVELOPMENTS LLC ROSEMEAD TX 91770
27206 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01213 CIRCLE S ENDEAVORS LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27206 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01211 CIRCLE S ENDEAVORS LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
28323 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01220 CLASSIC STORAGE STATION INC SPRING TX 77386
30045 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-00607 COMBS, JESSE E HOUSTON TX 77019
27112 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-07501 COMBS, STERLING & MARIANNE MAGNOLIA TX 77354
31719 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-07700 CONTINUUM INVESTMENTS, LLC SPRING TX 77373

77354 0078-01-01115 CROWN CASTLE GT CO LLC MC MURRAY TX 15317
77354 9495-02-07400 CRUZ, ANA E AUSTIN TX 78730

29147 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00511 CUBE HHF LIMITED PARTNERSHIP MALVERN TX 19355
28321 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01112 CURRIE, MICHAEL T & LUCY J MAGNOLIA TX 77355
32615 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-29700 DAC VENTURES LP MONTGOMERY TX 77316

8818 CARRAWAY LN MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-05500 CLAPP, JANIE L, JOYCE L DAVIS, NORMAN L DAVIS MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26719 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01340 DEISS, MARY ANGELA MAGNOLIA TX 77354
32815 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-39500 DEVOS, MARINUS CONROE TX 77384
32811 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-39400 DEVOS, MARINUS CONROE TX 77384
28250 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02120 DIAZCO PROPERTIES LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27922 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-06900 DOSSMAN, SHIRLEY S MAGNOLIA TX 77354

MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-01500 DRAGNA FAMILY LIVING TRUST WILLIS TX 77318
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SITE ADDRESS SITE_CITY State SITE_ZIP APN/PARCEL NO OWNER_NAME_1 MAILING ADDRESS MAIL_CITY State MAIL_ZIP
31911 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-07100 ED FENDLEY INC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
32902 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00103 EVER FORWARD LLC LARKSPUR TX 94939

77354 0078-01-01100 FENSKE, WAYNE E & BARBARA TOMBALL TX 77377
77354 0078-01-01200 FIRST NATIONAL BANK SPRING TX 77380

32784 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 7743-00-00100 FM 2978 & RESEARCH FOREST LLC PEARLAND TX 77584
28030 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02211 FM 2978 PROPERTY LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27612 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-09600 FM 2978 SERIES LLC SPRING TX 77379

77354 0027-01-07106 GALLOWAY, WILLIAM R TOMBALL TX 77375
28631 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-02100 GARNER, BOBBY G SEGUIN TX 78155
28543 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-02101 GOOD HOPE PROPERTIES, LLC TOMBALL TX 77375
31101 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-00300 GRACE CHAPEL ASSEMBLY OF GOD MAGNOLIA TX 77354

77354 9275-00-01500 GREENSPOINT WEST LTD HOUSTON TX 77024
8617 PRINE LN MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-01300 GUILLOT, FREDA T MAGNOLIA TX 77354

32211 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-44000 HANDLEY, DENNIS L & BARBARA J TOMBALL TX 77377
77354 0027-01-07107 HARBIN, DANIEL CLAY TOMBALL TX 77377

32303 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-43900 HENDERSON, JACK E CONROE TX 77384
27914 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-06905 HERRING, HOWARD MAGNOLIA TX 77354
30350 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9699-71-00100 HIBERNIA NATIONAL BANK BATON ROUGE TX 70809

CONROE HUFSMITH RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02400 HONEA EGYPT INVESTMENTS LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
FM 2978 & KEN LN MAGNOLIA TX 77355 0226-00-00128 ISD, MAGNOLIA MAGNOLIA TX 77353

77354 0078-00-01300 ISD, MAGNOLIA MAGNOLIA TX 77353
28317 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01117 J A HOLDING INC SAINT LOUIS TX 63116
31403 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-01900 JANSSEN, STEVEN MAGNOLIA TX 77354
33031 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 5908-00-00310 JBM/LEM ENTERPRISES LTD MAGNOLIA TX 77354
30747 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0458-00-00210 JEGAL CORPORATION SPRING TX 77379
31807 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-07600 JEWELRY & MORE, LLC THE WOODLANDS TX 77382
26232 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05550 JJ COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT, LLC TOMBALL TX 77377

90 N FLICKERING SUN CIRCLE THE WOODLANDS TX 77382 JOHNSON, ROGER THE WOODLANDS TX 77382
29828 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-02213 JOHNSON, WILLIAM R MAGNOLIA TX 77354
33033 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 5908-00-00320 JORDAN HUNTER INC TOMBALL TX 77375
32602 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0225-00-00157 KA ASSOCIATES LP SPRING TX 77379
26231 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05518 KASPER & RIGBY VET ASSOC MAGNOLIA TX 77354

77354 9733-00-10000 KEELS, JEFF L & MELINDA SPRING TX 77381
28075 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02111 KEMP, GLENN MARCUS MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26823 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-04000 KNOWLES, JAMES M DOBBIN TX 77333
27008 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-04800 LAIRD, REUBEN R SPRING TX 77380
30643 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0458-00-00605 LAMARIE 2978 LLC SPRING TX 77382
30402 FM 2978 RD THE WOODLANDS TX 77354 9699-69-00100 LANDMARK INDUSTRIES LTD HOUSTON TX 77042
27102 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01208 LEADER TRADING LLC SPRING TX 77379
32915 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-41200 LEAX, JOHN L-ESTATE OF MAGNOLIA TX 77354

10333 RESEARCH FOREST DR MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00800 L-L HOUSTON LAURELWOODE, LLC ATLANTA TX 30363
MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-30100 LOPEZ, RAMIRO TOMBALL TX 77375

32517 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-30200 LOPEZ, RAMIRO TOMBALL TX 77375
77354 9495-00-30300 LOPEZ, RAMIRO TOMBALL TX 77375
77354 9495-00-30400 LOPEZ, RAMIRO TOMBALL TX 77375

8910 SWINEY RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-02600 LOWE, JANICE F MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 0078-02-00611 LOWE, VIRGIA C MAGNOLIA TX 77354

28075 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01210 M, B, C & H MANAGEMENT, LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77355
26931 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01202 MACROSTIE, STEPHEN CLINTON MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27114 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01215 MAGNOLIA VOL FIRE DEPT INC MAGNOLIA TX 77353

77354 0078-00-02319 MAKARENKO, MICHAEL LOS ANGELES TX 90029
77354 9495-00-30500 MARUPUDI, SRIKRISHNA & SESHASHREE SPRING TX 77382
77354 9495-00-30600 MARUPUDI, SRIKRISHNA & SESHASHREE SPRING TX 77382
77354 9495-00-30700 MARUPUDI, SRIKRISHNA & SESHASHREE SPRING TX 77382
77354 0078-00-07005 MCCURDY, RONALD W MAGNOLIA TX 77354

27405 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-07000 MCCURDY, RONALD W MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26210 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05515 MCN DEVELOPMENT, LLC BRENTWOOD TX 37027
29639 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-00710 MD WISEMAN LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354

TX 77354 9275-00-01630 MEDINA, ARMANDO MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26603 HUFSMITH CONROE RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-04901 METZ FAMILY REVOCABLE TRUST MAGNOLIA TX 77354

26548 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-04910 METZ, DOUGLAS A MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27355 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01206 MOMIN PROPERTIES INC SPRING TX 77379
32707 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-29300 MONTGOMERY COUNTY ESD#10 (MAGNOLIA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT) CONROE TX 77305
29507 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-04102 MOPARTY, RAVIKUMAR SPRING TX 77379
29507 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-04201 MOPARTY, RAVIKUMAR SPRING TX 77379
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SITE ADDRESS SITE_CITY State SITE_ZIP APN/PARCEL NO OWNER_NAME_1 MAILING ADDRESS MAIL_CITY State MAIL_ZIP
31903 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-07200 MORGAN, JAMES L EWING TX 41039
29418 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00306 MSDDH HOLDINGS LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
30202 FM 2978 RD Magnolia TX 77355 R338935 WALMART REAL ESTATE BUS TRST, MURPHY USA # 7335/MURPHY OIL USA INC-ATTN TAX EL DORADO AZ 71731
29702 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-01312 NAPOLEON, JOSEPH & MARTHA L MAGNOLIA TX 77354
29710 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-00200 NAPOLEON MOTOR SPORTS, LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26604 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-01101 NASSIF, GHASSAN MAGNOLIA TX 77354

77354 0027-00-07030 NATIONAL TANK CO HOUSTON TX 77092
26535 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-07060 NATIONAL TANK CO HOUSTON TX 77092

77354 0027-01-05502 NATIONAL TANK CO HOUSTON TX 77092
77354 0078-02-04510 NIETO, JULIE MCPARLANE GALVESTON TX 77553

31007 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-00100 NORTHSIDE I A INVESTMENT LLC SPRING TX 77379
77354 9495-00-29900 NUME PROPERTY INVESTMENTS LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 0078-00-05400 OKLAHOMA CEMETERY PINEHURST TX 77362

31109 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-00400 OMNI REALTY MAGNOLIA TX 77354
31209 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9275-00-00500 OMNI REALTY CO MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27611 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-01700 OSMUN  GARDEN LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
32823 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-39600 PARK ON 2978 PLAZA LTD SPRING TX 77379

77354 9733-00-09900 PARROT PROPERTIES THE WOODLANDS TX 77387
32826 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00301 PATRANELLA, MICHAEL J CALDWELL TX 77836
28014 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02202 PROCESS CONSTRUCTION LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
28010 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-00-02200 PRODUCTION FACILITIES EQIP CO INC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
29739 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-00700 QUEEN B LLC MAGNOLIA TX 77354
6707 FM 1488 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77355 5908-00-00200 R & R RANDAZZO LLC (WALGREEN) ATTN: TAX DEPT DEERFIELD TX 60015

32403 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-43600 RABSON, CHRISTINA SPRING TX 77381
77354 9275-00-00200 RAMIREZ, CARLOS & GRACIELA SPRING TX 77382

HARDIN STORE RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00700 RAYFORD DW INVESTMENTS LTD MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 0027-00-01207 REEVES, JOHNNY F & MICKY S MAGNOLIA TX 77354

27003 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01203 REEVES, JOHNNY F & MICKY S MAGNOLIA TX 77354
27103 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01205 REEVES, JOHNNY F & MICKY S MAGNOLIA TX 77354

77354 9495-00-28900 RESEARCH 2978, LLC HOUSTON TX 77056
77354 9495-00-29000 RESEARCH 2978, LLC HOUSTON TX 77056

26927 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-01201 RIZK, MARCEL E & KAMEKLIA HOUSTON TX 77066
32715 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-29100 ROBERTSON, A G JR & LORETTA KAY MAGNOLIA TX 77354

FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-31100 ROC K W ENTERPRISES LLC SPRING TX 77382
26813 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-00-04800 ROCHE, CLAUDE J MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26220 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05555 RUCKER, HAROLD MAGNOLIA TX 77354
32611 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-29800 SAMUEL, LEON SUGAR LAND TX 77479

77354 9495-00-39300 SAMUEL, T A & RACHEL HOUSTON TX 77025
77354 9495-00-39200 SAMUEL, T A & RACHEL HOUSTON TX 77025

32103 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-44500 SEALS, GARY MAGNOLIA TX 77354
77354 9495-02-44100 SEDER, MICHAEL G SPRING TX 77380
77354 9495-02-44200 SEDER, MICHAEL G SPRING TX 77380
77354 9495-02-44300 SEDER, MICHAEL G SPRING TX 77380

26926 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-00600 SEQUEIRA PROPERTIES TOMBALL TX 77377
32599 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-30000 SKELTON, RAYMOND MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26401 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05505 SMITH, MARILYN V MAGNOLIA TX 77354
28542 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-02000 SPRIING CYPRESS HOLDING INC HOUSTON TX 77069
26211 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05512 SPRING CREEK INVESTOR GROUP LTD MAGNOLIA TX 77354

9015 SHADY LN MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-03020 SPYKERMAN, JAMES E MAGNOLIA TX 77354
50 PANTERRA WAY THE WOODLANDS TX 77382 STEEN, KERRI THE WOODLANDS TX 77382

FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-31300 THE PRIVATE COLLECTION SPRING TX 77382
2801 Technology Forest Boulevard The Woodlands TX 77381 THE WOODLANDS TOWNSHIP/ATTN: MR. DON NORRELL The Woodlands TX 77381

77354 0027-01-03106 TOLL HOUSTON TX, LLC HORSHAM TX 19044
26843 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-03108 TOLL HOUSTON TX, LLC HORSHAM TX 19044

77354 0027-01-03107 TOLL HOUSTON TX, LLC HORSHAM TX 19044
0224-00-00102 TRIPPLE B STORAGE LP CYPRESS TX 77429

28025 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01208 TURBYFILL, JOHNNY HOUSTON TX 77084
77354 9495-02-07500 VIRAY, MARIE SUGAR LAND TX 77479

33020 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00104 VTF ENTERPRISES LLC SAN RAFAEL TX 94901
26015 HUFSMITH CONROE RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-05511 WAGNER, LARRY LYNN & MARY MAGNOLIA TX 77354

77354 0027-01-02812 WALKER, JERRY M MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26434 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0027-01-02801 WALKER, JO LYNN TRINITY TX 75862

10001 WOODLANDS PKWY THE WOODLANDS TX 77382 9699-57-00100 WAL-MART REAL ESTATE BUS TRST BENTONVILLE TX 72712
31711 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-02-07900 WALTERS VENTURE LTD I MAGNOLIA TX 77354
33030 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0225-00-00715 WELLS FARGO BANK TEXAS NA HOUSTON TX 77002
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SITE ADDRESS SITE_CITY State SITE_ZIP APN/PARCEL NO OWNER_NAME_1 MAILING ADDRESS MAIL_CITY State MAIL_ZIP
29980 FM 2978RD Magnolia TX 77354 5379-00-00200 WESTERN RIM  INVESTORS 2012-6 (The MANSIONS ON THE PARK APTS) GRAND PRARIE TX 75050
30685 FM 2978 RD Magnolia TX 77354 4566-00-00100 WESTERN RIM INVESTORS 2012-4, L.P. ( THE ESTATES WOODLAND APTS)ATTN: MATTHEW HILES GRAND PRARIE TX 75050
30000 FM 2978 RD Magnolia TX 77354 WESTERN RIM INVESTORS 2012-4, L.P. ( THE GRAND ESTATES WOODLAND APTS)ATTN: MATTHEW HILES GRAND PRARIE TX 75050
29452 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00303 WESTMORELAND, RONNIE D & DONNA M TOMBALL TX 77377
406 Macintosh Dr Magnolia TX 77354 9495-03-86100 WESTWOOD LANDOWNERS' ASSOCIATION MAGNOLIA TX 77354

28717 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-01800 WILLIAM, ROLAND R MAGNOLIA TX 77354
26424 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA 77354 0027-01-02803 WINGFIELD, WILMA W MAGNOLIA TX 77354
29639 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-04500 WISEMAN, MICHAEL HOUSTON TX 77069
29536 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-02-00100 WOODFOREST PLAZA II LLC SPRING TX 77380

0225-00-00102 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
0226-00-00135 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
0226-00-00125 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
9699-68-11000 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387

77382 9699-74-09000 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
0458-00-01700 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387

29318 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0078-01-00200 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
91 QUILLWOOD PL THE WOODLANDS TX 77354 0078-01-00110 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387

77354 9699-94-00100 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
77354 0078-00-02110 WOODLANDS LAND DEV LP SPRING TX 77387
77354 0458-00-00401 WOODLANDS LAND DEVELOPMENT LP THE WOODLANDS TX 77387

30403 FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 0458-00-00900 WOODLANDS LAND DEVELOPMENT LP THE WOODLANDS TX 77387
77354 0078-02-00500 WOODLANDS LAND DEVELOPMENT LP THE WOODLANDS TX 77387

9719-93-13300 WOODLANDS, THE TOWNSHIP SPRING TX 77381
10333 RESEARCH FOREST DR MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9487-00-00800 L-L HOUSTON LAURELWOODE, LLC (LAURELWOODE APTS) ATLANTA GA 30363

50 WHITESTONE RIDGE CT THE WOODLANDS TX 77382 ZAISER, DENNIS THE WOODLANDS TX 77382
FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-31000 ROC K W ENTERPRISES LLC SPRING TX 77382
FM 2978 RD MAGNOLIA TX 77354 9495-00-31200 BURGESS, JAMES & KELLIE & SUSAN BUR SPRING TX 77382
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Project Location Map 

Ubicación del Proyecto 

 
 

                                                                                 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

For 
 

FM 2978 Improvement Project 
Houston District 

Montgomery County, Texas 
 

July 30, 2015 
Bear Branch Junior High School 

Magnolia, Texas 77354 
Open House from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  

Hearing to begin at 6:30 p.m.  
 

AUDIENCIA PUBLICA 
 

Para  
                                                   la FM 2978 Proyecto de Mejora  

Distrito Houston 
Condado de Montgomery, Texas 

 

30 de julio del 2015 
Bear Branch Junior High School 

Magnolia, Texas 77354 
Foro Informativo de 5:30 p.m. a 6:30 p.m. 

Audiencia comenzará a las 6:30 p.m.  
 
 



FM 2978 
Improvement Project 

Houston District 
PUBLIC HEARING 

5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Open House 
Hearing to begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium  

 
This hearing will begin with an Open House format beginning at 5:30 p.m. and ending at 6:30 p.m.  A formal presentation will begin at 
6:30 p.m. All attendees are asked to sign-in at the Sign-In table located at the entrance. 
 
Project Description 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Houston District proposes to widen FM 2978 from FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith 
Road in Montgomery County, Texas.   FM 2978 within the project limits is currently a two-lane undivided roadway with 7.5 foot 
outside shoulders and open ditches.  The existing right-of-way (ROW) is typically 120 feet in width. The proposed project involves 
widening the existing two-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane roadway with an intermittent two-way turn lane, five-foot outside 
shoulders which would accommodate bicycles, and a four-foot sidewalk in various locations on the east side of FM 2978. A sidewalk is 
not proposed on both sides of FM 2978 for the length of the proposed project due to ROW constraints.  The proposed project also 
involves the widening of the bridge over Dry Creek.  The roadway widening would be constructed within the existing 120-foot ROW, 
with the exception of four proposed detention ponds totaling 17.09 acres of additional ROW.  There are no residential or commercial 
displacements associated with the proposed project.  The proposed project length is approximately 6.5 miles.   Construction of the 
proposed project from FM 1488 to South of Dry Creek would begin in late fall of 2015.  Construction would last approximately three 
years.  The remainder of the proposed project would be constructed once funding is formally approved.   
 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, 
or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014 and 
executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
 
Purpose of Proposed Project and Anticipated Benefits 
The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic operations and travel times, improve emergency response time, and improve 
safety conditions. 
 
Project History 
On September 27, 2007, an open house public meeting was held to discuss proposed improvements to FM 2978 within the project limits 
as part of the public involvement process.  The public meeting took place at Bear Branch Junior High School.  The three Build 
Alternatives presented included a four-lane divided roadway requiring approximately 60 to 75 feet of additional right-of-way, depending 
on the alternative.  Subsequently, and through continued coordination between TxDOT and Montgomery County, the Build Alternative 
was expanded upon and a Build Alternative was selected that could be constructed within the existing 120-foot right-of-way, with the 
exception of 17.09 acres of right-of-way required for four proposed detention ponds. 
 
Purpose of Tonight’s Public Hearing 
The purpose of tonight’s Public Hearing is to afford the public an opportunity to view and provide comments on the Proposed Project. 
The Proposed Project was refined based on prior public input received during the previous Public Meeting as well as through the 
environmental process. This Public Hearing is also being held to present and receive comments on the findings of the Environmental 
Assessment.    
 
The public is invited to ask questions and submit comments regarding the proposed project. Comments may be presented verbally at the 
end of the presentation or submitted in writing.  Comment forms and speaker registration cards are available at the Sign-In table.  
Written comments may be submitted this evening, electronically to HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov, on-line at http://txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/073015.html or mailed to the address below.  All comments must be received or 
postmarked by August 13, 2015.  The Public Hearing Summary Report will be available at the website above in the fall of 2015. 
 

Texas Department of Transportation - Houston District 
Attention: Director of Project Development 

P.O. Box 1386 
Houston, Texas 77251-1386   

 

FM 2978 
Proyecto de mejoras 

                                                                                     Distrito Houston 
AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 

5:30 p.m. a 6:30 p.m. Foro Informativo 
Audiencia comenzara a las 6:30 p.m. en el Auditorio  

 
Esta audiencia comenzará con un foro informativo a las 5:30 p.m. y terminando a las 6:30 p.m. La audiencia de presentación formal 
comenzará a las 6:30 p.m.  Se pide a todos los asistentes que se registren en la mesa de registro ubicada en la entrada del salón de la 
junta.  
 
Descripción del Proyecto 
El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TXDOT) Distrito de  Houston propone ampliar la FM 2978 desde la FM 1488 hasta la  calle 
Conroe-Huffsmith en el condado de Montgomery, Texas. Dentro de los límites del proyecto la FM 2978 es actualmente una carretera 
indivisa de dos carriles con acotamientos externos de 7.5 pies y zanjas abiertas.  El derecho de vía  (ROW) existente es típicamente de 
120 pies de ancho. El proyecto propuesto consiste en la ampliación de la carretera existente de dos carriles indivisos a una carretera de 
cuatro carriles con un carril intermitente de doble sentido para dar vuelta, con acotamientos externos de 5 pies que acomodan bicicletas, 
y una banqueta de cuatro pies de ancho en varios lugares en el lado este de la FM 2978. Se propone una sola banqueta a un solo lado de 
la FM 2978 a lo largo del proyecto propuesto por las restricciones del derecho de vía (ROW). El proyecto propuesto también incluye la 
ampliación del puente sobre la Dry Creek. La ampliación de la carretera se construiría dentro del  derecho de vía (ROW) existente de 
120 pies, con la excepción de cuatro charcas de retención propuestos, para un total de 17.09 acres de derecho de vía adicionales. No hay 
desplazamientos residenciales o comerciales relacionados con el proyecto propuesto. Lo largo del proyecto propuesto es de 
aproximadamente 6.5 millas. La construcción del proyecto propuesto desde la FM 1488 al Sur de Dry Creek  se comenzaría a finales de 
otoño de 2015 y durará aproximadamente tres años. El resto del proyecto propuesto se construiría una vez los fondos está aprobado 
formalmente.     
 
La revisión ambiental, consulta y otras acciones necesarias requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para este proyecto 
están siendo o han sido, llevado a cabo por TxDOT en virtud de 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento fechado el 16 de 
diciembre del 2014 y ejecutado por la FHWA y el TxDOT. 
 
Propósito del Proyecto Propuesto y Los Beneficios Anticipados 
El objetivo del proyecto propuesto es mejorar las operaciones de tráfico y los tiempos de viajes, mejorar el tiempo de respuesta de 
emergencia, y mejorar las condiciones de seguridad. 
 

Historia del Proyecto 
El 27 de Septiembre de 2007, se celebró una reunión pública de foro informativo para discutir las mejores propuestas de la FM 2978 
dentro de los límites del proyecto como parte del proceso de la participación pública. La reunión pública tuvo lugar en la escuela 
secundaria de Bear Branch Junior High School. Las tres alternativas de construcción presentados incluyeron una carretera de cuatro 
carriles que requiere aproximadamente 60 a 70 pies de derecho de vía adicional, dependiendo de la alternativa. Posteriormente, y 
mediante la continua coordinación entre TXDOT y el Condado de Montgomery, la construcción alternativa se amplió y se seleccionó 
una alternativa de construcción que podría ser construido dentro de los 120 pies de derecho de vía existente, con la excepción de 17.09 
acres de derecho de vía requerido para cuatro estanques de detención propuestas.  
 
Propósito de la Audiencia Pública  
El propósito de la Audiencia Pública de esta noche es para dar al público la oportunidad de ver y hacer comentarios sobre el proyecto 
propuesto. El proyecto propuesto fue refinado en base a la opinión del público antes recibida durante la reunión pública anterior, así 
como a través del proceso ambiental. También se llevará a cabo esta audiencia pública para presentar y recibir comentarios sobre los 
hallazgos de la Evaluación Ambiental. 
 
Se invita al público a hacer preguntas y presentar sus comentarios sobre el proyecto propuesto. Los comentarios pueden ser presentados 
de forma verbal al final de la presentación o presentarse por escrito. Formas de comentarios y tarjetas de registro de orador estarán 
disponibles en la mesa de registro. Los comentarios escritos podrán presentarse esta tarde, por vía electrónica a HOU-
PIOWebMail@txdot.gov, por el sitio web a http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/073015.html, o 
por correo a la siguiente dirección. Todos los comentarios deben ser recibidos o con el sello postal para el 13 de Agosto  2015. El 
reporte con el resumen de la Audiencia Pública estará disponible en el sitio web que se encuentra arriba en el otoño de 2015. 
 

Texas Department of Transportation - Houston District 
Attention: Director of Project Development 

P.O. Box 1386 
Houston, Texas 77251-1386 

mailto:HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov
http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/073015.html
http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/073015.html
mailto:HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov
mailto:HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov
http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/073015.html
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WELCOME 
Public Hearing 

For 
FM 2978 Improvement Project

From FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road
Montgomery County

Thursday, July 30,  2015



FM 2978 Public Hearing

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by
applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or
have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and
executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Purpose of Public Hearing
Why are you here? 

We want to know your comments and concerns.
A comment form has been provided to you for your convenience.

If you do not have one, please ask a project team member.

Please Provide Your Input On:
 Project Purpose and Need
 Alternatives Analysis Process
 Environmental Information
Recommended Preferred Alternative



The purpose of the project is to:

– Improve traffic operations and travel times,

– Improve emergency response time, and

– Improve safety conditions.

The need of the project is for:

– System connectivity,

– Accommodating growth, and

– Enhancing mobility along FM 2978 and the surrounding

roadways.

Purpose and Need



Alternatives Development and Analysis

 2006: Three Build Alternatives and the No Build Alternative were initially evaluated.

 2007: Build Alternatives (1, 2, and 3) and the No Build Alternative were presented at a

public meeting held on September 27th. The alternatives included a four-lane divided

roadway (urban and rural sections). Subsequently, a fourth Build Alternative (4) utilizing

only an urban section was investigated, determined feasible, and selected as the most

desirable alternative.

 2011: Continued coordination between TxDOT and Montgomery County resulted in

expansion of Build Alternative 4; New Build Alternatives 1 and 2. New Build Alternative 2

was eliminated from further study due to the need for additional right-of-way and New Build

Alternative 1 was selected as the Preferred Alternative.

 All alternatives were studied at an equal level of detail.
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Proposed FM 2978 Improvement Project

6

Four-lanes (two 11-foot lanes in each direction);
6.5 miles in length;
An intermittent 12-foot two-way, left-turn lane between intersections from FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road;
To be within the existing 120-foot right-of-way, with the exception of 17.09 acres of additional right-of-way for four
proposed detention ponds;
Outside shoulders that are 3 feet to 7 feet wide (typically 5 feet wide) and open ditches;
A 4-foot-wide sidewalk in various locations on the east side of FM 2978;
Accommodations for bicycles within the shared use of the 5-foot outside shoulders;
The widening of the bridge over Dry Creek; and
Four detention ponds.



Proposed Typical Section Various Locations Throughout Project Limits 

Proposed Typical Section Various Locations Throughout Project Limits (Left Turn Lane and Sidewalk) 

 

Proposed Dry Creek Bridge Typical Section 



 Funding
– According to the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan Update,

the total project cost (including right-of-way and utility costs) is
estimated to be approximately $21,000,000.

– FM 2978 would not be a tolled facility.

 Schedule
– Construction of the proposed project from FM 1488 to South

of Dry Creek would begin in late fall of 2015. Construction
would last approximately three years. The remainder of the
proposed project would be constructed once funding is
formally approved.

Project Funding and Schedule



Next Steps

– Review and Address Public Comments Received
– Draft Public Hearing Summary Report
– Finalize Environmental Assessment
– Request Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)

Approval
– Complete Final Design



• Verbal Comments
• Complete a speaker card to speak during the Public Hearing

• Written Comments
• Submit/Postmark by August 13, 2015

TxDOT Houston District 
Attention: Director of Project Development
P.O. Box 1386 
Houston, TX 77251-1386

• Email by August 13, 2015 to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov

Public Hearing Comments



We welcome your comments.

In order to include your comments in the 
public record of the 

Public Hearing Summary Report,
please submit your comments by 

August 13, 2015

Thank you for attending.
Please drive safely.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 03, 2015 11:52 AM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Subject: Victoria Knutson Fwd: FM 2978 Expansion

FYI and the public hearing summary report. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Monday, August 03, 2015 11:37 AM 
To: Christine Bergren; James Roscher 
Subject: Fwd: FM 2978 expansion 

 

Comment. 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 3, 2015 at 11:19:07 AM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: FM 2978 expansion 

  

  

Kristina Hadley 

Public Information Office 

TxDOT-Houston District 
Phone: (713) 802-5076 

Kristina.Hadley@txdot.gov 

  

Follow us on twitter @txdothoustonpio 

Watch us @www.youtube.com/txdotpio 

  

From: Victoria Knutson [mailto:vpknutson@gmail.com]  

Sent: Saturday, August 01, 2015 11:05 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject: FM 2978 expansion 

  

Below are my comments regarding the FM 2978 expansion.  I am not employed by TxDOT, and I do not 

do business with TxDOT.  I support this project.  

  

Name:                  Victoria Knutson 

Address:               9715 Woodlane Blvd, Magnolia TX 77354 

Email:                   vpknutson@gmail.com 

  

I am strongly in favor of this expansion.  I also strongly support the placement of traffic lights at the 

intersection of FM 2978 and Woodlane Blvd.  TxDOT should consider not only the vehicle traffic entering 



2

and exiting Woodlane Blvd at FM 2978, but should also consider the bicycle traffic at this 

intersection.  The many members of The Woodlands Bicycle Club use the Woodlane Forest subdivision 

for their work-outs, and they enter and exit the subdivision at this intersection.  Even under current 

conditions, this intersection is unsafe for the bicyclists (and the vehicle drivers), but with the expansion, 

safety will be an even greater concern.   

  

I hope TxDOT will be able to find the funds to place traffic lights at the intersection of FM 2978 and 

Woodlane Blvd for the safety of both the vehicle drivers and the bicyclists. 

  

Talk. Text. Crash. 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.

 

 











COMMENT FORM
(FORMA DE COMENTARIOS)

Public Hearing - FM 2978 (FM 1488 to Conroe-Huffsmith Road)
Audiencia Publics- FM 2978 (FM 1488 a Conroe-Huffsmith Road)

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024,3050-02-025, and 3050-02-028

July30,2015
Julio 30 de 2015

_! am an Elected Official (Soy Funcionario/a electo) Position (Posicion):
Name and Mailing Addreas (Optional) (Nombre yDireccipn [Opcional]):
Name(Nombr^JkEEJJsucEg, Ey^VP i^pl^u T^.^u^
Address (Direccion) ^l^lO &£ <A9tSf (77fi6>U)AuA ~rx TbEsK
Email Address (Correo Electronico) 3?i£>*-Jfv\zR. (g, TKitok.-(Lc>w\
Telephone (Telefono) 3S. 1- 3_S___: ' ^ fe, ___

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW: (Favor de marcar la que le aplique)

Iam primarily interested in the project from.the standpoint of a: (Me interesa el proyecto desde el punto de vista de:)
^Residential property owner or renter ^Business property owner or lessee

(Propietario oinquilino residencial) (Propieiario oinquilino del negocio)
__Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar])

Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811 (a)(5): check each of the following boxes that apply to you: (Por Cddigo de
Transportation de Texas, §201.811(a)(5): marcar siguienies casillas que le correspondan:)

_l am employed by TxDOT (Soy empleado de TxDOT)
_J do business with TxDOT (Hago negocios con TxDOT)
_l could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which Iam commenting (Podria beneficiarme economicamante con
este proyecto uotro asunto del cual estoy comentando)

How did you learn about this hearing? foComo seentero de esta audiencia?)
...Newspaper (Periodico) £_Notice in the Mail (Aviso por Correo)
_Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar]) ^^
Do you support the proposed project? fcApoya el proyecto propuesto?) Y Yes (Si) No (No) Undecided (Indeciso)

j^\ COMMENTS: TURNING LANES are greatly needed and aserious safety issue for Turnkey Industries at
29710 FM 2978, Magnolia, TX 77354 (shown as Unknown Manufacturing Plant next to Prine Lane on your
map.) See Exhibit 1 •

The company Enviroflex Design & Mfg across FM 2978 from Turnkey Industries has similar problems. See
Exhibit 1.The entrances at Turnkey Industries and Enviroflex Design & Mfg are virtually straight from each
other. There are times traffic is at both entrances/exits going in and out at the same time.

Continued on Back

?
This comment form may be turned in tonight, mailed, oremailed by August 13,2015 tothe address below:
(Esta formulario de comentarios puede ser entregado esta noche, por correo, opor correo electronico am£s tardar el 13 de agosto de
2015 a lasiguiente direccidn:)

Directorof Project Development
Texas Department ofTransportation - Houston District

P.O. Box 1388

Houston, Texas 77251-1386
Email: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov



Exhibit 2 is aspreadsheet reflecting that from January through July 2015 thatthere were13,994 Turnkey
Industries entrances/exits holding up traffic from employees, delivery, shipping,receiving,andnon-employee.

Therehavebeen at least7 automobile accidents in front ofTurnkey Industries ofwhich 4 involved Turnkey
Industries employees with serious injury and property damage. Ofthe 3 other automobile accidents at least 2
were fatalities.

Exhibit 3 is a record ofMontgomery County Property taxes paid by the owners ofTurnkey Industries, Joseph P
and M. Lynne Napoleon for the 2014 tax year. This is areflection of the property taxes paid on thisproperty
over the 10+ year period Turnkey Industries hasbeenoperating. The total amountofproperty taxes forTiirnkey
Industries would probably be more than enoughto pay for the turning lanes.

If your engineering department had inquired into thebusinesses along thissection of FM 2978, theywould have
seen thesignificant need for a turning lane in front of Turnkey Industries and Enviroflex Design & Mfg. This is
amatter ofgreat safety to the general public inthe traffic flow on FM 2978 aswell as the employees and
customers ofboth businesses.

Director of Project Development
Texas Department ofTransportation - Houston District
P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 7725M386

Director of Project Development
Texas Departmentof Transportation- Houston District

P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 77251-1386

(JR: CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024,3050-02-025, and 3050-02-028)



H

pq

s

**>s^
V^'

s
I





EXHIBIT NO. 2 TRARC IN AND OUT REPORT

TURNKEY INDUSTRIES

Month Shipping & ReceivingTraffic Days Worked Daily Average

Jan-15 505 21 24.05

Feb-15 426 20 2130

Mar-15 683 22 31.05

Apr-15 372 21 17.71

May-15 532 20 26.60

Jun-15 354 22 16.09

Jul-15 400 23 17.39

3272 149 21.96

Month Non-Employee Traffic DaysWorked DallyAverage

Jan-15 205 21 9.76

Feb-15 157 20 7.85

Mar-15 157 22 7.14

Apr-15 86 21 4.10

May-15 50 20 2.50

Jun-15 54 22 2.45

Jul-15 45 23 1.96

754 149 5.06

Month Employee Traffic Total In-Out Dally Average

Jan-JuI2015 50 per day in, lunchOUT - IN
evening out X149 daysworked 7,450 50

TOTAL TURI^ISON/OFF 29710 FM2978 RD,IMagnolia, TX

TURN KEY INDUSTRIES

TKI

29710 FM 2978 Road, Magnolia, Texas 77354

Total In/Out
Traffic

6,544

1,508

7,450

13,994



2014 Taxes
EXHJBIT_J3

" Paid by Josepr

Tax Account # Property Description

i & m Lynne roapoieon

Acreage Address Valuation Tax Paid

00.0078.02.01312 A0078 - Brown James, Tract 13-J1 5.762 29702 FM 2978 Rd $797,220.00 $17,097.17

00.0078.02.01320 A0078 - Brown James, Tract 13 2.143 29702 FM 2978 Rd $124,390.00 $2,667.92

19.2001.53.77890 Inv/Furn/Flxt/Equip • 29708 FM 2978 Rd $2,897,255.00 $58,079.50

00.0078.02.00200 A0078 - Brown James, Tract 2 12.6752 29710 FM 2978 Rd $1,105,050.00 $23,701.11

00.0078.02.01303 A0078 - Brown James, Tract 2-B, 13-N 5.053 8350 Prine Lane $158,580.00 $3,187.39

00.0078.02.01314 A0078 - Brown James, Tract 13-1,13-L 4.25 8442 Prine Lane $152,280.00 $947.18

00.0078.02.01307 A0078 - Brown James, Tract 10,11 3.67 8610 Prine Lane $166,590.00 $3,573.02

Totals 27.7912 $4,604,145.00 $92,156.12



Baby killed when car slams into Dig rig near i omoan

Baby killed when car slams into big rig near Tomball
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BREAKING

BABY KILLED IN 18 WHEELER-INVOLVED ACCIDENT 9J5"9 IflaSttJ

***»**-

MAYOR PAHKtR SUED CMYTLRM LIMITS

»-W

HACK IN JAIL

Ababy was killed Monday afternoon when an SUV crashed into the back ofabig rig near Tomball. The 18-whee.er was parked in amoving .ane of traffic, according
to DPS investigators.

KHOU.comstaff&Shem-MinChow.KHOUlINews 6:04p.m. CDTAugust3. 2015

(Photo:LoydOvercash)

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Texas - Ababy was killed Monday afternoon when an SUV crashed into the back
of a big rig near Tomball.

DPS investigators say the 18-wheeler driver was parked in amoving lane of traffic while trying to make a
delivery at a nearby business. He was on the phone with the business owner when the Hyundai crashed into
him.

Nine-month-old Sawyer Mcintosh was strapped into acar seat in the back of the Hyundai SUV. He was killed
instantly.

The baby's mother, Carter Mcintosh, and 3-year-old Braben Mcintosh were taken to Tomball Regional Medical Center.

The trucker, 44-year-old Ruben Jimenez ofHouston, wasn't hurt.

The crash happened around 1p.m. on Highway 249 near Lazy Wood in Montgomery County.

Highway 249 remained closed for afew hours while troopers investigated the accident.

Traffic was backed up for miles.

It is illegal to stop in a moving lane of traffic, even with emergency flashers on.

The case will be turned over to a grand jury to determine if Jimenez will face charges.

Read orShare this story: http://on.khou.com/1N5ampl

TOP VIDEOS

httn://ww.lAouxom/story/news/lo^^ 8/4/2°15

fcxHtSrf

o.

>}













































1

Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 7:12 AM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Indra Gunaratne; Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: FM2978 WIDENING project

FYI. 

Another comment for FM 2978 public hearing. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 5:00 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia; James Roscher 
Subject: Fwd: FM2978 WIDENING project 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 11, 2015 at 1:40:59 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: FM2978 WIDENING project 

  
  
From: Jsand538 [mailto:jsand538@aol.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 5:52 PM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject: FM2978 WIDENING project 
  
As this project is expected to last for 3 years the only comment I wish to make is the following:  Please do 
not install concrete barriers like those on fm 1488 because they create a more dangerous situation for 
bicyclists on the road.  Going to the outside of them means riding in debris and the only feasible option is 
to ride in the lane where motorists become enraged having to slow down or alternately just side swipe the 
bicyclists.  Allow a bike lane during construction to alleviate this problem.  Thank you.  Joan Sandstrom 
 
Joan Sandstrom 
41803 N Mill Drive 
Magnolia,Tx  77354 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 7:20 AM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Subject: FW: FM2978 Road expansion affect on cyclists

Ellen, 

Emails coming…this is the first. Note original sent Thursday the 13
th

. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 7:58 PM 
To: James Roscher; Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia 
Subject: Fwd: FM2978 Road expansion affect on cyclists 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 11:06:17 AM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: FM2978 Road expansion affect on cyclists 

FYI.  

 

Danny Perez 

Public Information Officer 

Texas Dept. of Transportation - Houston District 

Danny.Perez@txdot.gov 

Office: (713) 802-5077 

Cell: (281) 686-0977 

 

Follow us on TWITTER @txdothoustonpio 

Follow us on INSTAGRAM @txdothoustonpio 

Watch us @ www.youtube.com/txdotpio 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Mark Cate [mailto:mark.cate@sbcglobal.net]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 11:19 AM 

To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: FM2978 Road expansion affect on cyclists 

 

I have reviewed the comments made previously by Mr. Steve Schoger to address the concerns of 

area cyclists and I agree wholeheartedly with the concerns and changes mentioned. 

Thank You, 
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Mark Cate 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:03 AM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd 

FYI. Another email sent on the 13
th

. 
  

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 7:58 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; James Roscher; Terri Dedhia 
Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd   
  

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 11:05:47 AM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd   

See below. Thanks.  
  
Danny Perez 
Public Information Officer 
Texas Dept. of Transportation - Houston District 
Danny.Perez@txdot.gov 
Office: (713) 802-5077 
Cell: (281) 686-0977 
  
Follow us on TWITTER @txdothoustonpio 
Follow us on INSTAGRAM @txdothoustonpio 
Watch us @ www.youtube.com/txdotpio 
  

From: Erin Winnicki [mailto:erinwinnicki@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:49 AM 

To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd   
  

  

  

To Whom it May Concern, 

  

I have reviewed and support the comments made by Mr. Steve Schoger.  I have been a resident 
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of The Woodlands in Montgomery County since 2012 and cycle weekly on FM 2978 between 

FM 1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Road.   

  

Please contact me directly if you have any questions regarding my support of Mr. Schoger. 

  

Erin Winnicki 

11 Shady Pond Pl 

The Woodlands, TX 77382 

832-610-6190 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: Stephenson, Ellen

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:52 AM

To: James Roscher (James.Roscher@txdot.gov)

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: Mike Wiseman FW: Comments on Turn Lane for FM 2978 

Attachments: FM 2978 Comment Form.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Hi Jim, 

 

Please forward the comment to TxDOT engineers for a response. 

 

Thanks, 

Ellen 

 

Ellen Stephenson 
Senior Environmental Manager 
Jacobs  
5995 Rogerdale Road, Houston, TX 77072 
281-575-2486-Direct 
832-351-7766-Fax 
ellen.stephenson@jacobs.com 
 

From: James Roscher [mailto:James.Roscher@txdot.gov]  

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:11 AM 
To: Stephenson, Ellen 

Subject: FW: Comments on Turn Lane for FM 2978  

 
Comment. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:06 PM 

To: James Roscher; Terri Dedhia; Christine Bergren 
Subject: Fwd: Comments on Turn Lane for FM 2978  

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "HOU-PIOWebMail" <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

To: "Pat Henry" <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Comments on Turn Lane for FM 2978  

 

 

From: Mike Wiseman [mailto:mwiseman@enviroflexmfg.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 3:39 PM 

To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
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Subject: Comments on Turn Lane for FM 2978 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

Please find attached the comment form for the proposed widening of FM2978 along with a letter 

expressing our concern for the removal of the center turn lane from the project.  We feel this is 

terrible mistake and while it may reduce the congestion it will certainly make FM 2978 a much 

more dangerous road.  We have witnessed many accidents within yards of our entrance that have 

been caused by people being hit from behind because there is no center turn lane. 

 

I personally would request that you  delay the project until it can be funded to a level that not 

only addresses the congestion but also improves the safety for everyone involved.  It is not in the 

public’s best interest to take on a project that will improve the congestion at the expense of 

everyone’s safety. 

 

We certainly hope that you will make the proper choice and not initiate a project that will be 

detrimental to those it’s supposed to serve. 

 

A copy of this form along with our letter has been sent to you by certified mail. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  My contact information is listed below. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Mike Wiseman 

Enviroflex Design & Mfg., Inc. 

29639 F.M. 2978 

Magnolia, TX 77354 

(Office)  281-356-6700 

(Fax)  281-356-6772 

(Mobile)  281-635-3532 

mwiseman@enviroflexmfg.com<mailto:mwiseman@enviroflexmfg.com> 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 10:22 AM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: FW: 2978 hearing comment

FYI 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:19 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia; James Roscher 
Subject: Fwd: FW:  

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:56:36 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW:  

  
  

From: kevin franklin [mailto:kevinbfranklin@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:15 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject:  
  

  I have reviewed and support the comments submitted by Mr. Steve Schoger 

  

Kevin Franklin 

23 W Trace Creek Dr 

The Woodlands, Tx 

77381 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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James Roscher

From: Pat Henry

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:20 PM

To: James Roscher; Terri Dedhia; Christine Bergren

Subject: Fwd: Public Comments on the 2978 Project

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08 10 2015.docx; ATT00001.htm

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:59:38 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public Comments on the 2978 Project 

  

  

From: Weaver, Pearce [mailto:pearce.weaver@fmr.com]  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:33 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Public Comments on the 2978 Project 

  

As a cyclist enthusiast living in The Woodlands, I would like to echo the comments in the attached word 

document.   

  

In addition, it is amazing to me that other states and very large and crowded cities have been able to 

make useable bike lanes where no new road construction occurs or any additional room available to 

expand existing roads.   Developing multi-use roads that can safely manage auto and bike traffic, should 

be easily accommodated.    

  

Thank you for your consideration.   

  

Pearce R. Weaver Jr.  
Senior Vice President  
Fidelity Investments  
Benefits Consulting  
713-689-4056 - cell  
pearce.weaver@fmr.com  

The information in this email and subsequent attachments may contain confidential information 

that is intended solely for the attention and use of the named addressee(s). This message or any 

part thereof must not be disclosed, copied, distributed or retained by any person without 

authorization from Fidelity Investments. 

IRS Circular 230 disclosure: Any advice contained herein is not intended or written to be used, 

and cannot be used, for the purpose of: (a) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code; 
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or (b) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter 

addressed herein. 

  



PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

 

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015.  I also presented written comments by 

email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 

I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a 

cyclist.  While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 

vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient 

passage of a cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 miles a year, most of them in 

Montgomery County.  FM 2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists to get to north and 

west routes in Montgomery County and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality route for 

safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 

along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now 

and for the future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, and with the 

incorporation of the following recommendations. 

Overall, I am pleased with the design and my comments will not request modification to the basic 

infrastructure of the current project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and affordable 

suggestions for safer and more efficient passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, as 

well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve 

to give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we 

see motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane.  Signage 

and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.  

Too often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to where they should be or who should 

be yielding.  Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe 

passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of 

FM 1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride 

on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, from the 50/55.  The latter has been the 

speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were 

much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual 

distraction and stimulation less as well.  We all know that motorists will consider a posted 

speed limit as a minimum and generally add an additional ten mph, a speed that is unsafe 

for this urban roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be able to efficiently and 

expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and they will able to do it with a 

greater degree of safety, than at a higher speed limit, and possibly as quick. 



• During construction, please provide for the safe passage of the motorist as well as the 

vulnerable road user.  That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of 

the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk 

being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during 

construction.  TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 

their own devices, they will not spend the money to provide the accommodations.  Moving 

the barriers once a particular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the 

barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are two more suggestions.  

Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where the cyclist will be riding, as 

the barriers will cause more debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the 

road hazards.  We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to 

provide safe passage during construction.  Here is an example of a bad outcome: 

http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-

blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs 

• While the cycling community would like a wider shoulder, we understand that the existing 

120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm 

sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design 

plus shoulder for this roadway.  And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-

bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down to May’s Valley.  

There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-

runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling 

community would rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped 

users along FM 2978 have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the 

north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  

There are a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there are a lot of cyclists who cross 

2978 to Woodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns into and out of 

Woodlane create the risk of accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk will be greater.  

There is a traffic control light about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes and Miller 

Road intersection and about a half a mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one 

helps those going to/from Woodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the 

motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that 

traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to Woodlane when we are coming 

from the south, e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride start.  If a traffic control 

light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide 

access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists that 

live there to also make a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  

Steve Schoger 
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James Roscher

From: Pat Henry

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:20 PM

To: James Roscher; Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia

Subject: Fwd: Comments on FM978 Improvement Project

Attachments: FM2978 Comments_0001.pdf; ATT00001.htm

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:57:35 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Comments on FM978 Improvement Project 

  
  

From: George Newman [mailto:gwnewman@swbell.net]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:54 PM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Comments on FM978 Improvement Project 
  
Attached is a PDF file that contains my comments on the FM2978 Improvement Project. 
  
Thank-you 
George Newman 
42 N Wyckham Circle 
The Woodlands, TX  77382 
  
Cell:  979-236-8975 
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:30 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: Rottinghaus FW: Public comment

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08.10.2015.pdf; ATT00001.htm

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:28 PM 
To: James Roscher; Terri Dedhia; Christine Bergren 

Subject: Fwd: Public comment 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "HOU-PIOWebMail" <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

To: "Pat Henry" <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comment 

 

 

From: Kevin Rottinghaus [mailto:krotting@sprynet.com] 

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:32 PM 

To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Public comment 

 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

 

 

I have been riding in The Woodlands since 2003 and ride 2-5 times per week since then. 

 

 

 

As you plan future development of area roads, I wish to add several comments for your 

consideration. 

 

 

 

First, traffic density has increased significantly since 2003 reducing safety margins for all road 

users. 
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Second, congestion leads to higher levels of frustration and anxiety among road users; both 

factors likely contribute to additional instances of aggressive driving behaviors. 

 

 

 

Third, in many cases, lanes of travel have been created by taking shoulder area and reducing lane 

widths. 

 

 

 

All of the above reduce the margin of safety I feel on my bike and increase the pucker factor I 

experience. 

 

 

 

I encourage TXDOT to carefully consider the needs of all road users including cyclists. 

 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

Regards, 

 

Kevin 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.

 

 



PUBLIC COMMENTSONTHE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd)

CSJNos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015. I also presentedwritten comments by
email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein.

I have been a resident of theWoodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both amotorist and a
cyclist. While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the
vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as amotorist. Safe passage and efficient
passage of a cyclist alsomeans the same for themotorist.

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000miles a year, most of them in
Montgomery County. FM 2978has always been akey gateway route for cyclists to get to north and
west routes inMontgomery County and beyond. I beseech TxDOT to provide ahigh quality route for
safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”),
along with themotoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now
and for the future. I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, andwith the
incorporation of the following recommendations.

Overall, I ampleasedwith the design andmy comments will not request modification to the basic
infrastructure of the current project design. Rather, here aremy very doable and affordable
suggestions for safer andmore efficient passage of motorists and cyclists:

 Make sure that the shoulders havemarkings/signage on them, e.g., that of abicycle, as
well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve
to give notice to themotorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic. So oftenwe
seemotorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane. Signage
and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety.

 Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.
Too often, themotorist (and cyclist) is confused as towhere they should be or who should
be yielding. Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe
passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane.

 Please DO NOT add rumble strips! With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of
FM 1488 and SH105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride
on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.

 Please lower the speed limit to aposted 45mph, from the 50/55. The latter has been the
speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were
much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual
distraction and stimulation less as well. We all know that motorists will consider aposted
speed limit as aminimumand generally add an additional tenmph, a speed that is unsafe
for this urban roadway. Evenwith 45mph, themotorist will be able to efficiently and
expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and theywill able to do it with a
greater degree of safety, than at ahigher speed limit, and possibly as quick.

 During construction, please provide for the safe passage of themotorist as well as the



vulnerable road user. That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of
the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk
being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during
construction. TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to
their own devices, theywill not spend themoney to provide the accommodations. Moving
the barriers once aparticular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the
barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are twomore suggestions.
Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadwaywhere the cyclist will be riding, as
the barriers will causemore debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the
road hazards. We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to
provide safe passage during construction. Here is an example of abad outcome:
http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-
blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs

 While the cycling communitywould like awider shoulder, we understand that the existing
120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm
sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design
plus shoulder for this roadway. Andwhile I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-
bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down toMay’s Valley.
There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-
runner user to have N-S conveyance fromMay’s Valley to Ken Lakes. The cycling
communitywould rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped
users along FM 2978have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the
north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation.

 We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance intoWoodlane.
There are a lot of residents who live in that HOAand there are a lot of cyclists who cross
2978 toWoodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes. Left turns into and out of
Woodlane create the risk of accident, andwithmore lanes to cross, the riskwill be greater.
There is a traffic control light about ahalf amile to the north, at the Ken Lakes andMiller
Road intersection and about ahalf amile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one
helps those going to/fromWoodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the
motorist. As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that
traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get toWoodlane whenwe are coming
from the south, e.g., meeting at the AshlaneWay Y for our ride start. If a traffic control
light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide
access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable themotorists that
live there to alsomake a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.

Thank you for your consideration.

Steve Schoger
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:14 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:22 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia; James Roscher 

Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:56:25 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd 

  
  

From: Igor Broes [mailto:igorbroes@msn.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 9:07 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 
  

I hereby wish to lend my support to the recommendations made by Steve Schoger as expressed 

in the following email and his two submitted Word documents. 

Sincerely, 

Igor Broes 

5907 Stone Creek Dr. 

Magnolia, TX 77354 

Ph: 281-789-7676 

My written public comments are attached in the word doc.  Also included are the public comments I 

made in 2007 and are referenced herein.  I also made oral public comments at the July 30
th

 hearing. 
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I believe my comments represent the thinking and needs of the mainstream of road cyclists that 

frequently use FM 2978.  Most only use a segment, generally from FM 1488 to Hardin Store Rd, or 

from the Woodlands northward and westward, or to get to/from Woodlane, a neighborhood that has 

a 4.75 mile closed loop that most cyclists like to ride, due to its lack of through traffic.  A lessor amount 

use the entire length of FM2 2978, continuing to Conroe Huffsmith Rd.   

 Nonetheless, it is one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists in Montgomery County and 

serves as a gateway to all the rest of our routes throughout Montgomery County and connecting or 

passing thru adjacent counties.  FM 2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, as well as motorists 

alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to our destination safely and expediently. 

 Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Efficient mobility is certainty very important too.  I believe 

both can be accomplished with TxDOT’s design proposal and the incorporation of the 

recommendations contained in my public comments.  You will find that I have not taken exception 

with the fundamental design, in fact, I support it, considering the limitation of R.O.W. of 120 feet for 

the roadway portion of the project and the keeping of the drainage ditches vs. installing storm sewer, 

as well as the project budget. 

 I would be pleased to discuss my recommendations further and/or be a sounding board for the cycling 

community.  Thank you for the opportunity to share my comments and I do hope you take them to 

heart and implement them. 

 Best regards, 

 Steve Schoger 

122 W. Shadowpoint Circle 

The Woodlands, TX  77381 

713-724-6724 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:17 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08.10.2015.docx; ATT00001.htm

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:23 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia; James Roscher 
Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:56:47 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW:  Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd 

  
  

From: guillermo lucero [mailto:coolgui@mac.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:15 AM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 
  

Dear Director 

  

I have reviewed and support the comments submitted by Mr. Steve Schoger, I would like to add 

that it will be good to educate drivers (I'm a motorist and a bicycle rider as Mr Steve) that 

people on bicycles are not dangerous we only need our space and if we have an stone or a 

branch that we didn’t see can cause us to fall from the bike. In the event that something like 

that happens we could be very close to be hit by a car if the car is driven close to the shoulder 

or bike lane, therefore I consider critical to increase the signage and drivers education around 

bicycles. Besides keeping the roads and especially shoulders clean and without rumble strips 

help us a lot to prevent accidents. 
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I decided to live in The Woodlands(Spring) 3 years ago, because the easy access to amazing 

places where I can ride therefore, I will really appreciate the authorities to keep conserving 

these places and ensuring cyclist are considered part of the community and road users. 

  

Thank you very much for your time. 

  

Guillermo Lucero 

10 Orion Star Ct 

The Woodlands Tx, 77382 

G. Lucero 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Maurizio Topini <mtopini@gmail.com> 

Date: August 13, 2015 2:38:44 AM 

To: mtopini@gmail.com 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 

and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

Please, read Steve’s message below, and please consider submitting your 

comments. As Steve mentioned, you could simply state that “I have reviewed and 

support the comments submitted by Mr. Steve Schoger”, and then include your 

name and address (See Steve’s e-mail below) 

The deadline for submitting comments is today.  

  

The e-mail would need to be submitted to this address: 

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 

  

Thanks everyone, 

Maurizio 
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From: Steve Schoger [mailto:sschoger@comcast.net]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:13 AM 

To: ultramiler-adventure@googlegroups.com 

Cc: Maurizio <gmail.com>  

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and 

Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

FYI.  Attached are the written public comments I have submitted to 

TxDOT.  Thursday, August 13
th
 is the last day to send in your written comments, 

either by email (you will have til midnight on the 13
th 

to email it to hou-

piowebmail@txdot.gov or by USPS mail (it will have to be postmarked on the 

13
th

 and mailed to “Director of Project Development, TxDOT – Houston District, 

PO Box 1386, Houston, TX  77251-1386”). 

  

While I purport that I speak for the mainstream road cyclists, I am only ONE 

commenter.  The more comments that TxDOT receives from cyclists, with 

recommendations for improvements, the more “weight” that has to influence them 

to go a step beyond what they have proposed, for the layout of the final expansion 

as well as considerations for the cyclists during construction. 

  

Y’all are welcome to use any of my comments, or add those of your own.  Even if 

you just send in an email and say, “I support the comments of that cycling dude 

Schoger”, it will be duly noted.   

  

Let me know if you have any Q’s on the scope of the expansion…I haven’t 

studied it to know all of the details, but I was at the July 30
th
 public hearing and 

had a chance to peruse the segment drawings mounted on poster board, hear the 

TxDOT presenters, and talk to several of the engineers.   

  

Thanks, 

  

Steve…aka Van Gogh  

  

From: Steve Schoger [mailto:sschoger@comcast.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 11:52 PM 
To: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 
Cc: sschoger@comcast.net 
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Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-
Huffsmith Rd 

  

My written public comments are attached in the word doc.  Also included are the 

public comments I made in 2007 and are referenced herein.  I also made oral 

public comments at the July 30
th
 hearing. 

  

I believe my comments represent the thinking and needs of the mainstream of 

road cyclists that frequently use FM 2978.  Most only use a segment, generally 

from FM 1488 to Hardin Store Rd, or from the Woodlands northward and 

westward, or to get to/from Woodlane, a neighborhood that has a 4.75 mile closed 

loop that most cyclists like to ride, due to its lack of through traffic.  A lessor 

amount use the entire length of FM2 2978, continuing to Conroe Huffsmith Rd.   

  

Nonetheless, it is one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists in 

Montgomery County and serves as a gateway to all the rest of our routes 

throughout Montgomery County and connecting or passing thru adjacent 

counties.  FM 2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, as well as motorists 

alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to our destination 

safely and expediently. 

  

Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Efficient mobility is certainty very 

important too.  I believe both can be accomplished with TxDOT’s design proposal 

and the incorporation of the recommendations contained in my public 

comments.  You will find that I have not taken exception with the fundamental 

design, in fact, I support it, considering the limitation of R.O.W. of 120 feet for 

the roadway portion of the project and the keeping of the drainage ditches vs. 

installing storm sewer, as well as the project budget. 

  

I would be pleased to discuss my recommendations further and/or be a sounding 

board for the cycling community.  Thank you for the opportunity to share my 

comments and I do hope you take them to heart and implement them. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Steve Schoger 
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122 W. Shadowpoint Circle 

The Woodlands, TX  77381 

713-724-6724 

  

Ps.  I am not employed by TxDOT, do not have any business with TxDOT and 

have nothing to benefit monetarily from this project or any of the 

recommendations that I am making herein. 

  

  

  

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.

 

 





PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

 

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015.  I also presented written comments by 

email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 

I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a 

cyclist.  While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 

vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient 

passage of a cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 miles a year, most of them in 

Montgomery County.  FM 2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists to get to north and 

west routes in Montgomery County and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality route for 

safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 

along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now 

and for the future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, and with the 

incorporation of the following recommendations. 

Overall, I am pleased with the design and my comments will not request modification to the basic 

infrastructure of the current project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and affordable 

suggestions for safer and more efficient passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, as 

well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve 

to give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we 

see motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane.  Signage 

and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.  

Too often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to where they should be or who should 

be yielding.  Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe 

passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of 

FM 1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride 

on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, from the 50/55.  The latter has been the 

speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were 

much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual 

distraction and stimulation less as well.  We all know that motorists will consider a posted 

speed limit as a minimum and generally add an additional ten mph, a speed that is unsafe 

for this urban roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be able to efficiently and 

expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and they will able to do it with a 

greater degree of safety, than at a higher speed limit, and possibly as quick. 



• During construction, please provide for the safe passage of the motorist as well as the 

vulnerable road user.  That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of 

the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk 

being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during 

construction.  TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 

their own devices, they will not spend the money to provide the accommodations.  Moving 

the barriers once a particular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the 

barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are two more suggestions.  

Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where the cyclist will be riding, as 

the barriers will cause more debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the 

road hazards.  We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to 

provide safe passage during construction.  Here is an example of a bad outcome: 

http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-

blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs 

• While the cycling community would like a wider shoulder, we understand that the existing 

120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm 

sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design 

plus shoulder for this roadway.  And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-

bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down to May’s Valley.  

There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-

runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling 

community would rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped 

users along FM 2978 have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the 

north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  

There are a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there are a lot of cyclists who cross 

2978 to Woodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns into and out of 

Woodlane create the risk of accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk will be greater.  

There is a traffic control light about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes and Miller 

Road intersection and about a half a mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one 

helps those going to/from Woodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the 

motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that 

traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to Woodlane when we are coming 

from the south, e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride start.  If a traffic control 

light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide 

access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists that 

live there to also make a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  

Steve Schoger 
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:24 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08.10.2015.docx; ATT00001.htm; 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_10.11.2007.docx; ATT00002.htm

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:24 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; James Roscher; Terri Dedhia 
Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:57:29 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

  

From: Ken Mensio [mailto:kenmensio@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 4:11 PM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 
Importance: High 

  

Attention: Public comments on FM 2978 

  
I have reviewed and support the comments submitted by Mr. Steve Schoger. 
  

Ken Mensio 

Ken Mensio 

50 South Summer Cloud Drive  
The Woodlands, Texas 77381 

kenmensio@gmail.com 

phone: 281-620-1400 

  
  
Steve Schoger wrote: 
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From: Steve Schoger [mailto:sschoger@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 11:52 PM 
To: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 
Cc: sschoger@comcast.net 
Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith 
Rd 

  
My written public comments are attached in the word doc.  Also included are the public 
comments I made in 2007 and are referenced herein.  I also made oral public comments at the 
July 30th hearing. 
  
I believe my comments represent the thinking and needs of the mainstream of road cyclists that 
frequently use FM 2978.  Most only use a segment, generally from FM 1488 to Hardin Store Rd, 
or from the Woodlands northward and westward, or to get to/from Woodlane, a neighborhood 
that has a 4.75 mile closed loop that most cyclists like to ride, due to its lack of through traffic.  A 
lessor amount use the entire length of FM2 2978, continuing to Conroe Huffsmith Rd.   
  
Nonetheless, it is one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists in Montgomery County 
and serves as a gateway to all the rest of our routes throughout Montgomery County and 
connecting or passing thru adjacent counties.  FM 2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, 
as well as motorists alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to our destination 
safely and expediently. 
  
Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Efficient mobility is certainty very important too.  I 
believe both can be accomplished with TxDOT’s design proposal and the incorporation of the 
recommendations contained in my public comments.  You will find that I have not taken 
exception with the fundamental design, in fact, I support it, considering the limitation of R.O.W. 
of 120 feet for the roadway portion of the project and the keeping of the drainage ditches vs. 
installing storm sewer, as well as the project budget. 
  
I would be pleased to discuss my recommendations further and/or be a sounding board for the 
cycling community.  Thank you for the opportunity to share my comments and I do hope you 
take them to heart and implement them. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Steve Schoger 
122 W. Shadowpoint Circle 

The Woodlands, TX  77381 

713-724-6724 

  
Ps.  I am not employed by TxDOT, do not have any business with TxDOT and have nothing to 
benefit monetarily from this project or any of the recommendations that I am making herein.  
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Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

 

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015.  I also presented written comments by 

email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 

I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a 

cyclist.  While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 

vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient 

passage of a cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 miles a year, most of them in 

Montgomery County.  FM 2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists to get to north and 

west routes in Montgomery County and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality route for 

safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 

along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now 

and for the future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, and with the 

incorporation of the following recommendations. 

Overall, I am pleased with the design and my comments will not request modification to the basic 

infrastructure of the current project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and affordable 

suggestions for safer and more efficient passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, as 

well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve 

to give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we 

see motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane.  Signage 

and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.  

Too often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to where they should be or who should 

be yielding.  Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe 

passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of 

FM 1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride 

on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, from the 50/55.  The latter has been the 

speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were 

much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual 

distraction and stimulation less as well.  We all know that motorists will consider a posted 

speed limit as a minimum and generally add an additional ten mph, a speed that is unsafe 

for this urban roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be able to efficiently and 

expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and they will able to do it with a 

greater degree of safety, than at a higher speed limit, and possibly as quick. 



• During construction, please provide for the safe passage of the motorist as well as the 

vulnerable road user.  That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of 

the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk 

being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during 

construction.  TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 

their own devices, they will not spend the money to provide the accommodations.  Moving 

the barriers once a particular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the 

barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are two more suggestions.  

Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where the cyclist will be riding, as 

the barriers will cause more debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the 

road hazards.  We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to 

provide safe passage during construction.  Here is an example of a bad outcome: 

http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-

blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs 

• While the cycling community would like a wider shoulder, we understand that the existing 

120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm 

sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design 

plus shoulder for this roadway.  And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-

bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down to May’s Valley.  

There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-

runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling 

community would rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped 

users along FM 2978 have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the 

north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  

There are a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there are a lot of cyclists who cross 

2978 to Woodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns into and out of 

Woodlane create the risk of accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk will be greater.  

There is a traffic control light about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes and Miller 

Road intersection and about a half a mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one 

helps those going to/from Woodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the 

motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that 

traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to Woodlane when we are coming 

from the south, e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride start.  If a traffic control 

light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide 

access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists that 

live there to also make a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  

Steve Schoger 
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Main Identity 

From: "Steve Schoger" <sschoger@comcast.net> 
To: <hou-piowebmail@dot.state.tx.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2007 11:49 PM 
Subject: FM 2978 Expansion from 1488 to Dobbin-Huffsmith 

Attn: Director of Project Development, TxDOT 

I was unable to attend the public meeting held on September 27th, because I did not find out about it until after the fact, when I was 
doing some searching on the web. I found a write-up of this public meeting in the Tomball Tribune and was surprised that there was no 
announcement of the meeting or coverage thereof in the newspapers serving the Woodlands, including the Conroe Courier, the 
Villager, and the Houston Chronicle. I am an interested party due to being a roadway user, both motor vehicle and bicycle. I have 
been a resident of the Woodlands since February 1992. I am an active member and officer/Board member of the Woodlands Cycling 
Club (WCC) and its Bicycle Action Committee (BAC) as well as the Texas Bicycle Coalition (TBC). My greatest concern and interest in 
the expansion of FM 2978 is for the safe passage of motor vehicles AND bicycles (FM 2978 is a designated bike route). I am a 
retired, professional civil engineer, with a masters in environmental engineering, and an avid cyclist. I ride my bike over 9,000 miles a 
year, and most of those miles are in Montgomery County. 

As a member of the WCC's BAC, I have met with Gabe Johnson about our concerns for safe bicycle access to the roadways of 
Montgomery County. The short answer/promise that he gave us is that anytime a major expansion/improvement is made to a 
roadway, accommodation for the safe passage of bicycle traffic will be made. The key is adequate and ample improved shoulders so 
that the bicycles do not have to ride in the roadway lane of traffic (which we have the right to do, if there are no shoulders, but at a 
greater risk of accident and injury.) 

The expansion of 2978 gives TxDOT a great opportunity to provide for the concomitant safe passage of motor vehicle and bicycle 
traffic. To my knowledge, pedestrian traffic is not a major consideration, except at major intersections for crossing from one side to the 
other. I encourage TxDOT to continue with similar design standards that are being used for the FM 1488 expansion. Cyclists use FM 
2978 and FM 1488 extensively as part of their regular training rides to other parts of Montgomery and surrounding counties. There 
have been fatal and serious accidents on FMs 2978 and 1488 due to the fact that these roadways have been handling multiple times 
the traffic volume that they were originally designed to accommodate, and the expansion of commercial and residential development 
has created ingresses and egresses along the roadway that have increased potential for accidents. TxDOT needs to provide for safe 
ingress and egress to/from FM 2978 and to provide a roadway that will accommodate the future projected traffic volume. 

As we know, right of way acquisition can be the "road block" and critical path in any public works project, especially a roadway. I ask 
that if TxDOT is constrained with ROW width, that it not compromise the safe passage of bicycles. For example, consider alternatives 
before you install curb and gutters, such as a wider pavement width for a bike lane, and consideration of storm sewer inlet grates that 
are "bike friendly". Bikes do not belong on sidewalks...that is as unsafe as not having shoulders. As bicyclists, we need to be able to 
travel the full length, north bound and south bound, of this section of FM 2978, and to be able to continue on other roadways. We want 
you to give special consideration to the intersection of FM 2978 at FM 1488 for the safe passage of bikes, as some of our routes 
continue north on Honea Egypt, or west on FM 1488. We are hopeful that the construction of the Fishcreek parkway will provide for a 
safe N-S access from FM 1488 to SH 105, and your planning on this project should consider that access. 

As a spokesman for the WCC, I ask that we be given an opportunity to provide further comment on the roadway design, after you have 
chosen the best alignment. The WCC is a 350 member cycling club, and is growing. There are other clubs, corporate teams, and 
individual cyclists that also ride on this and connecting roadways. On our regular Tuesday evening training ride, we meet at the Branch 
YMCA and ride to and do loops in the Woodlane subdivision. Traffic is so heavy that we cannot turn left onto Woodlane from 
northbound FM 2978; we travel north to the Ken Lakes/Miller Rd intersection, turn right on Ken Lakes, turn around in the Bear Branch 
Jr. High school parking lot and then go back to the light to turn left, to head south on FM 2978 so that we can safely turn into Woodlane. 
We started doing this out of the way maneuver this year for the sake of safety. Earlier this year, there was a very serious motor 
vehicle bicycle accident at the intersection of FM 2978 and Woodlane. On Saturday's we have another training ride that heads 
southbound on FM 2978 from Woodlands Parkway, all the way to the turn onto Dobbin-Huffsmith Rd. On Sunday, we have another 
organized training ride that starts at WFNB at the SW corner of 2978 and 1488 and heads south to Hardin Store Road, where we turn 
right. There are a lot of other rides and riders that use FM 2978, so bicycle safety considerations are very important to the FM 2978 
expansion project. 

I thank you for the opportunity to present these comments. Please let me know of the next opportunity to provide input to the 
roadway design. 

Best regards, 
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:25 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08.10.2015.docx; ATT00001.htm; 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_10.11.2007.docx; ATT00002.htm

FYI. 

  

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:25 PM 
To: James Roscher; Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia 
Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:57:40 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

  

From: duane-vinc@sbcglobal.net [mailto:duane-vinc@sbcglobal.net]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 5:22 PM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Fw: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

  

To Whom It May Concern 

  

My name is Dr. Duane F. Vincent, I have been a resident of the Montgomery County since 2008. 

I currently live in Conroe and I am an experienced cyclist with over 30 yrs of sharing the road 

with motorist. I will like to second the proposed comments submitted Mr. Steve Schoger. I had 

the opportunity to review his public comments and seem to not be unreasonable during this 

construction period.  

  

Thanks 

  

Dr. Duane F Vincent 

737 Stone Mtn Dr. 
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Conroe TX 77302 

  

  

Sent from Windows Mail 

  

From: Maurizio Topini 

Sent:  Thursday ,  August   13 ,  2015  8 : 38   AM 

To: mtopini@gmail.com 

  

Please, read Steve’s message below, and please consider submitting your comments. As Steve 

mentioned, you could simply state that “I have reviewed and support the comments submitted by Mr. 

Steve Schoger”, and then include your name and address (See Steve’s e-mail below) 

The deadline for submitting comments is today.  

  

The e-mail would need to be submitted to this address: 

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 

Thanks everyone, 

Maurizio 

  

From: Steve Schoger [mailto:sschoger@comcast.net]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 12:13 AM 

To: ultramiler-adventure@googlegroups.com 

Cc: Maurizio <gmail.com>  

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

FYI.  Attached are the written public comments I have submitted to TxDOT.  Thursday, August 13
th

 is the 

last day to send in your written comments, either by email (you will have til midnight on the 13
th 

to 

email it to hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov or by USPS mail (it will have to be postmarked on the 13
th

 and 

mailed to “Director of Project Development, TxDOT – Houston District, PO Box 1386, Houston, 

TX  77251-1386”). 

  

While I purport that I speak for the mainstream road cyclists, I am only ONE commenter.  The more 

comments that TxDOT receives from cyclists, with recommendations for improvements, the more 

“weight” that has to influence them to go a step beyond what they have proposed, for the layout of the 

final expansion as well as considerations for the cyclists during construction. 

  

Y’all are welcome to use any of my comments, or add those of your own.  Even if you just send in an 

email and say, “I support the comments of that cycling dude Schoger”, it will be duly noted.   

  

Let me know if you have any Q’s on the scope of the expansion…I haven’t studied it to know all of the 

details, but I was at the July 30
th

 public hearing and had a chance to peruse the segment drawings 

mounted on poster board, hear the TxDOT presenters, and talk to several of the engineers.   

  

Thanks, 

  

Steve…aka Van Gogh  

  

From: Steve Schoger [mailto:sschoger@comcast.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 11:52 PM 
To: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 
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Cc: sschoger@comcast.net 
Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  

My written public comments are attached in the word doc.  Also included are the public comments I 

made in 2007 and are referenced herein.  I also made oral public comments at the July 30
th

 hearing. 

  

I believe my comments represent the thinking and needs of the mainstream of road cyclists that 

frequently use FM 2978.  Most only use a segment, generally from FM 1488 to Hardin Store Rd, or from 

the Woodlands northward and westward, or to get to/from Woodlane, a neighborhood that has a 4.75 

mile closed loop that most cyclists like to ride, due to its lack of through traffic.  A lessor amount use the 

entire length of FM2 2978, continuing to Conroe Huffsmith Rd.   

  

Nonetheless, it is one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists in Montgomery County and 

serves as a gateway to all the rest of our routes throughout Montgomery County and connecting or 

passing thru adjacent counties.  FM 2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, as well as motorists 

alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to our destination safely and expediently. 

  

Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Efficient mobility is certainty very important too.  I believe both 

can be accomplished with TxDOT’s design proposal and the incorporation of the recommendations 

contained in my public comments.  You will find that I have not taken exception with the fundamental 

design, in fact, I support it, considering the limitation of R.O.W. of 120 feet for the roadway portion of 

the project and the keeping of the drainage ditches vs. installing storm sewer, as well as the project 

budget. 

  

I would be pleased to discuss my recommendations further and/or be a sounding board for the cycling 

community.  Thank you for the opportunity to share my comments and I do hope you take them to 

heart and implement them. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Steve Schoger 

122 W. Shadowpoint Circle 

The Woodlands, TX  77381 

713-724-6724 

  

Ps.  I am not employed by TxDOT, do not have any business with TxDOT and have nothing to benefit 

monetarily from this project or any of the recommendations that I am making herein.  

  

  

  

Talk. Text. Crash. 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.

 

 





PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

 

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015.  I also presented written comments by 

email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 

I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a 

cyclist.  While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 

vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient 

passage of a cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 miles a year, most of them in 

Montgomery County.  FM 2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists to get to north and 

west routes in Montgomery County and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality route for 

safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 

along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now 

and for the future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, and with the 

incorporation of the following recommendations. 

Overall, I am pleased with the design and my comments will not request modification to the basic 

infrastructure of the current project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and affordable 

suggestions for safer and more efficient passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, as 

well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve 

to give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we 

see motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane.  Signage 

and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.  

Too often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to where they should be or who should 

be yielding.  Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe 

passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of 

FM 1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride 

on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, from the 50/55.  The latter has been the 

speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were 

much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual 

distraction and stimulation less as well.  We all know that motorists will consider a posted 

speed limit as a minimum and generally add an additional ten mph, a speed that is unsafe 

for this urban roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be able to efficiently and 

expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and they will able to do it with a 

greater degree of safety, than at a higher speed limit, and possibly as quick. 



• During construction, please provide for the safe passage of the motorist as well as the 

vulnerable road user.  That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of 

the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk 

being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during 

construction.  TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 

their own devices, they will not spend the money to provide the accommodations.  Moving 

the barriers once a particular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the 

barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are two more suggestions.  

Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where the cyclist will be riding, as 

the barriers will cause more debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the 

road hazards.  We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to 

provide safe passage during construction.  Here is an example of a bad outcome: 

http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-

blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs 

• While the cycling community would like a wider shoulder, we understand that the existing 

120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm 

sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design 

plus shoulder for this roadway.  And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-

bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down to May’s Valley.  

There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-

runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling 

community would rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped 

users along FM 2978 have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the 

north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  

There are a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there are a lot of cyclists who cross 

2978 to Woodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns into and out of 

Woodlane create the risk of accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk will be greater.  

There is a traffic control light about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes and Miller 

Road intersection and about a half a mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one 

helps those going to/from Woodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the 

motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that 

traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to Woodlane when we are coming 

from the south, e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride start.  If a traffic control 

light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide 

access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists that 

live there to also make a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  

Steve Schoger 
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Main Identity 

From: "Steve Schoger" <sschoger@comcast.net> 
To: <hou-piowebmail@dot.state.tx.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2007 11:49 PM 
Subject: FM 2978 Expansion from 1488 to Dobbin-Huffsmith 

Attn: Director of Project Development, TxDOT 

I was unable to attend the public meeting held on September 27th, because I did not find out about it until after the fact, when I was 
doing some searching on the web. I found a write-up of this public meeting in the Tomball Tribune and was surprised that there was no 
announcement of the meeting or coverage thereof in the newspapers serving the Woodlands, including the Conroe Courier, the 
Villager, and the Houston Chronicle. I am an interested party due to being a roadway user, both motor vehicle and bicycle. I have 
been a resident of the Woodlands since February 1992. I am an active member and officer/Board member of the Woodlands Cycling 
Club (WCC) and its Bicycle Action Committee (BAC) as well as the Texas Bicycle Coalition (TBC). My greatest concern and interest in 
the expansion of FM 2978 is for the safe passage of motor vehicles AND bicycles (FM 2978 is a designated bike route). I am a 
retired, professional civil engineer, with a masters in environmental engineering, and an avid cyclist. I ride my bike over 9,000 miles a 
year, and most of those miles are in Montgomery County. 

As a member of the WCC's BAC, I have met with Gabe Johnson about our concerns for safe bicycle access to the roadways of 
Montgomery County. The short answer/promise that he gave us is that anytime a major expansion/improvement is made to a 
roadway, accommodation for the safe passage of bicycle traffic will be made. The key is adequate and ample improved shoulders so 
that the bicycles do not have to ride in the roadway lane of traffic (which we have the right to do, if there are no shoulders, but at a 
greater risk of accident and injury.) 

The expansion of 2978 gives TxDOT a great opportunity to provide for the concomitant safe passage of motor vehicle and bicycle 
traffic. To my knowledge, pedestrian traffic is not a major consideration, except at major intersections for crossing from one side to the 
other. I encourage TxDOT to continue with similar design standards that are being used for the FM 1488 expansion. Cyclists use FM 
2978 and FM 1488 extensively as part of their regular training rides to other parts of Montgomery and surrounding counties. There 
have been fatal and serious accidents on FMs 2978 and 1488 due to the fact that these roadways have been handling multiple times 
the traffic volume that they were originally designed to accommodate, and the expansion of commercial and residential development 
has created ingresses and egresses along the roadway that have increased potential for accidents. TxDOT needs to provide for safe 
ingress and egress to/from FM 2978 and to provide a roadway that will accommodate the future projected traffic volume. 

As we know, right of way acquisition can be the "road block" and critical path in any public works project, especially a roadway. I ask 
that if TxDOT is constrained with ROW width, that it not compromise the safe passage of bicycles. For example, consider alternatives 
before you install curb and gutters, such as a wider pavement width for a bike lane, and consideration of storm sewer inlet grates that 
are "bike friendly". Bikes do not belong on sidewalks...that is as unsafe as not having shoulders. As bicyclists, we need to be able to 
travel the full length, north bound and south bound, of this section of FM 2978, and to be able to continue on other roadways. We want 
you to give special consideration to the intersection of FM 2978 at FM 1488 for the safe passage of bikes, as some of our routes 
continue north on Honea Egypt, or west on FM 1488. We are hopeful that the construction of the Fishcreek parkway will provide for a 
safe N-S access from FM 1488 to SH 105, and your planning on this project should consider that access. 

As a spokesman for the WCC, I ask that we be given an opportunity to provide further comment on the roadway design, after you have 
chosen the best alignment. The WCC is a 350 member cycling club, and is growing. There are other clubs, corporate teams, and 
individual cyclists that also ride on this and connecting roadways. On our regular Tuesday evening training ride, we meet at the Branch 
YMCA and ride to and do loops in the Woodlane subdivision. Traffic is so heavy that we cannot turn left onto Woodlane from 
northbound FM 2978; we travel north to the Ken Lakes/Miller Rd intersection, turn right on Ken Lakes, turn around in the Bear Branch 
Jr. High school parking lot and then go back to the light to turn left, to head south on FM 2978 so that we can safely turn into Woodlane. 
We started doing this out of the way maneuver this year for the sake of safety. Earlier this year, there was a very serious motor 
vehicle bicycle accident at the intersection of FM 2978 and Woodlane. On Saturday's we have another training ride that heads 
southbound on FM 2978 from Woodlands Parkway, all the way to the turn onto Dobbin-Huffsmith Rd. On Sunday, we have another 
organized training ride that starts at WFNB at the SW corner of 2978 and 1488 and heads south to Hardin Store Road, where we turn 
right. There are a lot of other rides and riders that use FM 2978, so bicycle safety considerations are very important to the FM 2978 
expansion project. 

I thank you for the opportunity to present these comments. Please let me know of the next opportunity to provide input to the 
roadway design. 

Best regards, 





1

Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:27 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: Craig Matthews FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 

and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:25 PM 
To: Terri Dedhia; James Roscher; Christine Bergren 

Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:59:37 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd 

  
  
From: Craig Mathews [mailto:cmathews99@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 8:47 PM 

To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 
  

Hi, 

  

Appreciate you considering my comments on the FM2978 road widening project.   

  

I am one of many road cyclists that frequently use FM 2978 to head north from FM1488 toward 

Hwy 105 and to return.   

  

I believe FM 2978 is one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists in Montgomery 

County and serves as a gateway to all the rest of our routes throughout Montgomery County and 

connecting or passing thru adjacent counties.  FM 2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, 

as well as motorists alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to our destination 

safely and expediently. 

  

Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Hoping the needs of cyclists will be considered while 

this project is underway.   
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Best Regards, 

  

Craig Mathews 

19 Gentlewind Place 

The Woodlands, TX 77387 

281-630-5384 

  

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Talk. Text. Crash.
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:22 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: Ultramiler Adventure FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between 

FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08.10.2015.docx; ATT00001.htm; 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_10.11.2007.docx; ATT00002.htm

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:24 PM 
To: Terri Dedhia; James Roscher; Christine Bergren 
Subject: Fwd: Ultramiler Adventure FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:57:24 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Ultramiler Adventure FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion 

between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

  
  
From: Michael Lukk [mailto:melukk@gmail.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:45 PM 
To: HOU-PIOWebMail 
Subject: Fwd: Ultramiler Adventure FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 

and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 
  

  

Txdot, 

  

We fully support the comments made by Mr. Steve Schoger (included below) concerning the 
widening/construction on FM 2978 and the incorporation of features to maximize bicycle safety. I (Mike) 
have been a resident of the Woodlands area since 1986, and have been an avid cyclist since then, mostly 

on roads up north of the Woodlands (Montgomery, Magnolia, Richards, etc.).  I recall when we first 
moved to the Woodlands, neither Kuykendahl, nor Reserach Forest where thru-going roads. SH 242 did 
not even exist.  Since then, much has changed for us cyclists. Traffic has increased exponentially, and as 
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a result bicycle safety has diminished.  We recently moved to Jacob's Reserve, located just north of 1488. 
However, I still ride with groups that often start at, or near, the Walmart at Woodlands Pkwy and utilize 

2978 to get northwards from The Woodlands. 

  

I am now retired and have traveled within the US quite a bit lately. Whenever I meet people in other 
states I usually mention that we live "just north of Houston". They almost always ask more specifically 

where, and when I say "The Woodlands", a surprising number of then say they know the area. They 
always have positive comments. They often know that Ironman Texas is hosted here. In part, because of 
the Ironman, we have a huge cycling community in the area.  

  

Please, let's keep the roads as safe as possible for all of us cyclists.  The suggested changes are not big 
budget items.  Some will enhance the education of drivers in order for them to be more aware about 
sharing the road with cyclists. 

  

Thank You 

  

Mike and Tracy Lukk 

1017 Cedar Forest Dr 

Conroe, Tx 77384 

  

  

  

  

  

  

From: Steve Schoger [mailto:sschoger@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 11:52 PM 
To: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 

Cc: sschoger@comcast.net 
Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 
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My written public comments are attached in the word doc.  Also included are the public 

comments I made in 2007 and are referenced herein.  I also made oral public comments at the 

July 30
th

 hearing. 

  

I believe my comments represent the thinking and needs of the mainstream of road cyclists that 

frequently use FM 2978.  Most only use a segment, generally from FM 1488 to Hardin Store Rd, 

or from the Woodlands northward and westward, or to get to/from Woodlane, a neighborhood 

that has a 4.75 mile closed loop that most cyclists like to ride, due to its lack of through 

traffic.  A lessor amount use the entire length of FM2 2978, continuing to Conroe Huffsmith 

Rd.   

  

Nonetheless, it is one of the most heavily used N-S roadways for cyclists in Montgomery County 

and serves as a gateway to all the rest of our routes throughout Montgomery County and 

connecting or passing thru adjacent counties.  FM 2978 is a very important roadway for cyclists, 

as well as motorists alike.  Whether a cyclist or a motorist, we both want to get to our destination 

safely and expediently. 

  

Safety of both is of utmost importance.  Efficient mobility is certainty very important too.  I 

believe both can be accomplished with TxDOT’s design proposal and the incorporation of the 

recommendations contained in my public comments.  You will find that I have not taken 

exception with the fundamental design, in fact, I support it, considering the limitation of R.O.W. 

of 120 feet for the roadway portion of the project and the keeping of the drainage ditches vs. 

installing storm sewer, as well as the project budget. 

  

I would be pleased to discuss my recommendations further and/or be a sounding board for the 

cycling community.  Thank you for the opportunity to share my comments and I do hope you 

take them to heart and implement them. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Steve Schoger 

122 W. Shadowpoint Circle 

The Woodlands, TX  77381 

713-724-6724 
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Ps.  I am not employed by TxDOT, do not have any business with TxDOT and have nothing to 

benefit monetarily from this project or any of the recommendations that I am making herein.  

  

  

  

  

  

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

 

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015.  I also presented written comments by 

email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 

I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a 

cyclist.  While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 

vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient 

passage of a cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 miles a year, most of them in 

Montgomery County.  FM 2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists to get to north and 

west routes in Montgomery County and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality route for 

safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 

along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now 

and for the future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, and with the 

incorporation of the following recommendations. 

Overall, I am pleased with the design and my comments will not request modification to the basic 

infrastructure of the current project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and affordable 

suggestions for safer and more efficient passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, as 

well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve 

to give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we 

see motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane.  Signage 

and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.  

Too often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to where they should be or who should 

be yielding.  Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe 

passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of 

FM 1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride 

on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, from the 50/55.  The latter has been the 

speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were 

much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual 

distraction and stimulation less as well.  We all know that motorists will consider a posted 

speed limit as a minimum and generally add an additional ten mph, a speed that is unsafe 

for this urban roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be able to efficiently and 

expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and they will able to do it with a 

greater degree of safety, than at a higher speed limit, and possibly as quick. 



• During construction, please provide for the safe passage of the motorist as well as the 

vulnerable road user.  That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of 

the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk 

being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during 

construction.  TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 

their own devices, they will not spend the money to provide the accommodations.  Moving 

the barriers once a particular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the 

barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are two more suggestions.  

Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where the cyclist will be riding, as 

the barriers will cause more debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the 

road hazards.  We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to 

provide safe passage during construction.  Here is an example of a bad outcome: 

http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-

blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs 

• While the cycling community would like a wider shoulder, we understand that the existing 

120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm 

sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design 

plus shoulder for this roadway.  And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-

bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down to May’s Valley.  

There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-

runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling 

community would rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped 

users along FM 2978 have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the 

north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  

There are a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there are a lot of cyclists who cross 

2978 to Woodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns into and out of 

Woodlane create the risk of accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk will be greater.  

There is a traffic control light about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes and Miller 

Road intersection and about a half a mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one 

helps those going to/from Woodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the 

motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that 

traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to Woodlane when we are coming 

from the south, e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride start.  If a traffic control 

light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide 

access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists that 

live there to also make a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  

Steve Schoger 

    



-       *      ^ Page 1 of 2 

Main Identity 

From: "Steve Schoger" <sschoger@comcast.net> 
To: <hou-piowebmail@dot.state.tx.us> 
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2007 11:49 PM 
Subject: FM 2978 Expansion from 1488 to Dobbin-Huffsmith 

Attn: Director of Project Development, TxDOT 

I was unable to attend the public meeting held on September 27th, because I did not find out about it until after the fact, when I was 
doing some searching on the web. I found a write-up of this public meeting in the Tomball Tribune and was surprised that there was no 
announcement of the meeting or coverage thereof in the newspapers serving the Woodlands, including the Conroe Courier, the 
Villager, and the Houston Chronicle. I am an interested party due to being a roadway user, both motor vehicle and bicycle. I have 
been a resident of the Woodlands since February 1992. I am an active member and officer/Board member of the Woodlands Cycling 
Club (WCC) and its Bicycle Action Committee (BAC) as well as the Texas Bicycle Coalition (TBC). My greatest concern and interest in 
the expansion of FM 2978 is for the safe passage of motor vehicles AND bicycles (FM 2978 is a designated bike route). I am a 
retired, professional civil engineer, with a masters in environmental engineering, and an avid cyclist. I ride my bike over 9,000 miles a 
year, and most of those miles are in Montgomery County. 

As a member of the WCC's BAC, I have met with Gabe Johnson about our concerns for safe bicycle access to the roadways of 
Montgomery County. The short answer/promise that he gave us is that anytime a major expansion/improvement is made to a 
roadway, accommodation for the safe passage of bicycle traffic will be made. The key is adequate and ample improved shoulders so 
that the bicycles do not have to ride in the roadway lane of traffic (which we have the right to do, if there are no shoulders, but at a 
greater risk of accident and injury.) 

The expansion of 2978 gives TxDOT a great opportunity to provide for the concomitant safe passage of motor vehicle and bicycle 
traffic. To my knowledge, pedestrian traffic is not a major consideration, except at major intersections for crossing from one side to the 
other. I encourage TxDOT to continue with similar design standards that are being used for the FM 1488 expansion. Cyclists use FM 
2978 and FM 1488 extensively as part of their regular training rides to other parts of Montgomery and surrounding counties. There 
have been fatal and serious accidents on FMs 2978 and 1488 due to the fact that these roadways have been handling multiple times 
the traffic volume that they were originally designed to accommodate, and the expansion of commercial and residential development 
has created ingresses and egresses along the roadway that have increased potential for accidents. TxDOT needs to provide for safe 
ingress and egress to/from FM 2978 and to provide a roadway that will accommodate the future projected traffic volume. 

As we know, right of way acquisition can be the "road block" and critical path in any public works project, especially a roadway. I ask 
that if TxDOT is constrained with ROW width, that it not compromise the safe passage of bicycles. For example, consider alternatives 
before you install curb and gutters, such as a wider pavement width for a bike lane, and consideration of storm sewer inlet grates that 
are "bike friendly". Bikes do not belong on sidewalks...that is as unsafe as not having shoulders. As bicyclists, we need to be able to 
travel the full length, north bound and south bound, of this section of FM 2978, and to be able to continue on other roadways. We want 
you to give special consideration to the intersection of FM 2978 at FM 1488 for the safe passage of bikes, as some of our routes 
continue north on Honea Egypt, or west on FM 1488. We are hopeful that the construction of the Fishcreek parkway will provide for a 
safe N-S access from FM 1488 to SH 105, and your planning on this project should consider that access. 

As a spokesman for the WCC, I ask that we be given an opportunity to provide further comment on the roadway design, after you have 
chosen the best alignment. The WCC is a 350 member cycling club, and is growing. There are other clubs, corporate teams, and 
individual cyclists that also ride on this and connecting roadways. On our regular Tuesday evening training ride, we meet at the Branch 
YMCA and ride to and do loops in the Woodlane subdivision. Traffic is so heavy that we cannot turn left onto Woodlane from 
northbound FM 2978; we travel north to the Ken Lakes/Miller Rd intersection, turn right on Ken Lakes, turn around in the Bear Branch 
Jr. High school parking lot and then go back to the light to turn left, to head south on FM 2978 so that we can safely turn into Woodlane. 
We started doing this out of the way maneuver this year for the sake of safety. Earlier this year, there was a very serious motor 
vehicle bicycle accident at the intersection of FM 2978 and Woodlane. On Saturday's we have another training ride that heads 
southbound on FM 2978 from Woodlands Parkway, all the way to the turn onto Dobbin-Huffsmith Rd. On Sunday, we have another 
organized training ride that starts at WFNB at the SW corner of 2978 and 1488 and heads south to Hardin Store Road, where we turn 
right. There are a lot of other rides and riders that use FM 2978, so bicycle safety considerations are very important to the FM 2978 
expansion project. 

I thank you for the opportunity to present these comments. Please let me know of the next opportunity to provide input to the 
roadway design. 

Best regards, 









1

Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:19 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Cc: Terri Dedhia

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd

Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT_08.10.2015.docx; ATT00001.htm

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 8:23 PM 
To: James Roscher; Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia 
Subject: Fwd: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: HOU-PIOWebMail <HOU-PIOWebMail@txdot.gov> 

Date: August 14, 2015 at 2:57:15 PM CDT 

To: Pat Henry <Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Subject: FW: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-

Huffsmith Rd 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Daniel Fernando Elizondo Sanchez [mailto:danielizondo@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:23 PM 

To: HOU-PIOWebMail 

Subject: Public comments on the FM 2978 expansion between FM1488 and Conroe-Huffsmith 

Rd 

 

I have reviewed and support the comments submitted by Mr. Steve Schoger  

 

Daniel Elizondo 

23820 Wellington Court Blvd. 

Spring, TX 77389 

(832) 693-4788 

Talk. Text. Crash. 
Right-click here to download pictures.  To help protect your privacy, Outlook 
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE FM 2978 PROJECT (FM 1488 TO Conroe-Huffsmith Rd) 

CSJ Nos. 3050-02-024, 3050-02-025 and 3050-02-028 

 

I made public comments at the hearing on July 30, 2015.  I also presented written comments by 

email on October 11, 2007, a copy of which is attached herein. 

I have been a resident of the Woodlands since 1992 and I utilize FM 2978 as both a motorist and a 

cyclist.  While my comments mainly refer to the accommodations for a cyclist, since we are the 

vulnerable road users, they also represent my concerns as a motorist.  Safe passage and efficient 

passage of a cyclist also means the same for the motorist.   

I have been riding FM 2978 since 1992 and ride over 6000 miles a year, most of them in 

Montgomery County.  FM 2978 has always been a key gateway route for cyclists to get to north and 

west routes in Montgomery County and beyond.  I beseech TxDOT to provide a high quality route for 

safe access and conveyance of cyclists (with the use of the designated shoulder as that “bike lane”), 

along with the motoring public (with the four lanes of traffic and continuous center turn lane), now 

and for the future.  I believe it is very possible, given TxDOT’s design proposal, and with the 

incorporation of the following recommendations. 

Overall, I am pleased with the design and my comments will not request modification to the basic 

infrastructure of the current project design.  Rather, here are my very doable and affordable 

suggestions for safer and more efficient passage of motorists and cyclists: 

• Make sure that the shoulders have markings/signage on them, e.g., that of a bicycle, as 

well as “share the road” signage on poles along the edge of the roadway, as this will serve 

to give notice to the motorist that the shoulder is NOT another lane a traffic.  So often we 

see motorists use the shoulder to pass on the right or as a right hand turn lane.  Signage 

and striping (painting) is a very cost effective way to designate use and achieve safety. 

• Make sure that the shoulders have continuity through intersections, including turn lanes.  

Too often, the motorist (and cyclist) is confused as to where they should be or who should 

be yielding.  Just like a crosswalk for peds, the cyclist needs to have a ‘pathway’ for safe 

passage when they are proceeding through an intersection or turn lane. 

• Please DO NOT add rumble strips!  With the relatively narrow shoulders…less than those of 

FM 1488 and SH 105 for example…the rumble strip will make it harder for cyclists to ride 

on the shoulder, and actually cause accidents rather than provide protection.   

• Please lower the speed limit to a posted 45 mph, from the 50/55.  The latter has been the 

speed since I began cycling and driving on FM 2978 in 1992, when the traffic volumes were 

much lower, the number of ingress and egress points a lot less, and the amount of visual 

distraction and stimulation less as well.  We all know that motorists will consider a posted 

speed limit as a minimum and generally add an additional ten mph, a speed that is unsafe 

for this urban roadway.  Even with 45 mph, the motorist will be able to efficiently and 

expeditiously use FM 2978 to get to their destination, and they will able to do it with a 

greater degree of safety, than at a higher speed limit, and possibly as quick. 



• During construction, please provide for the safe passage of the motorist as well as the 

vulnerable road user.  That means not putting the concrete barriers so close to the edge of 

the existing two lanes of traffic so that the cyclist has no choice but to take the lane or risk 

being hit, or having to find another N-S route for the three year period of time during 

construction.  TxDOT needs to provide detailed specs to the contractor, because, if left to 

their own devices, they will not spend the money to provide the accommodations.  Moving 

the barriers once a particular section of roadway has been completed or not putting up the 

barriers until the section of roadway is going to be worked on are two more suggestions.  

Another is to provide frequent sweeping of the roadway where the cyclist will be riding, as 

the barriers will cause more debris to accumulate and there will be less room to avoid the 

road hazards.  We do not want a fatality or even an accident to be caused by failure to 

provide safe passage during construction.  Here is an example of a bad outcome: 

http://bicyclecoalition.org/response-for-cyclist-injured-by-construction-bike-lane-

blockage-overwhelming/#sthash.PRPfKAdM.5iOah1LS.dpbs 

• While the cycling community would like a wider shoulder, we understand that the existing 

120’ R.O.W. and the keeping of the ditches (instead of their replacement with storm 

sewer) has resulted in space constraints, in order to accommodate the five-lane design 

plus shoulder for this roadway.  And while I applaud the 4’ sidewalk-pathway on the north-

bound side of FM 2978, it is not continuous and does not extend down to May’s Valley.  

There is a very adequate side walk along Branch Crossing-Terramont to allow the ped-

runner user to have N-S conveyance from May’s Valley to Ken Lakes.  The cycling 

community would rather see the space used for more shoulder-bike pathway, (since ped 

users along FM 2978 have not been prevalent in the past), especially if the width of the 

north-bound shoulder is compromised by this space limitation. 

• We recommend that a traffic control signal be provide to the entrance into Woodlane.  

There are a lot of residents who live in that HOA and there are a lot of cyclists who cross 

2978 to Woodlane for a ‘safe haven’ to ride their bikes.  Left turns into and out of 

Woodlane create the risk of accident, and with more lanes to cross, the risk will be greater.  

There is a traffic control light about a half a mile to the north, at the Ken Lakes and Miller 

Road intersection and about a half a mile to the south at Woodlands Parkway, neither one 

helps those going to/from Woodlane, without a level of inconvenience, especially for the 

motorist.  As cyclists, we have been ‘forced’ to head north to Ken Lakes and to use that 

traffic control light to cross 2978 in order to safely get to Woodlane when we are coming 

from the south, e.g., meeting at the Ashlane Way Y for our ride start.  If a traffic control 

light is provided, it seems logical to provide for a “frontage” or connector road to provide 

access to the apartments directly to the south of Woodlane, to enable the motorists that 

live there to also make a safe left hand turn to/from their place of residence.      

Thank you for your consideration.  

Steve Schoger 
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Stephenson, Ellen

From: James Roscher <James.Roscher@txdot.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 3:35 PM

To: Stephenson, Ellen

Subject: FW: TXDOT FM 2978 Sound Wall

FYI. 

 

From: Pat Henry  

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 1:03 PM 
To: Christine Bergren; Terri Dedhia; James Roscher; Stanley Cooper 
Subject: Fwd: TXDOT FM 2978 Sound Wall 

 

FYI 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mike Bass" <mkbass1@aol.com> 

Date: August 13, 2015 at 10:46:15 AM CDT 

To: "'Robert Heineman'" <RHeineman@thewoodlands.com>, "'Pat Henry'" 

<Pat.Henry@txdot.gov> 

Cc: 'James Noack' <james.noack@mctx.org>, 'Matthew Beasley' <matthew.beasley@mctx.org>, 

'Mike Bass' <mbass@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov>, 'Tim Welbes' 

<TWelbes@thewoodlands.com>, 'Alexander Sutton' <ASutton@thewoodlands.com>, 'Dan 

Kolkhorst' <DKolkhorst@thewoodlands.com>, "John Powers " 

<jpowers@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov>, "Don Norrell " <DNorrell@thewoodlandstownship-

tx.gov> 

Subject: RE: TXDOT FM 2978 Sound Wall 

Robert, thanks for your help on this matter. From my discussion with the TxDOT 

team at the public meeting, I under stood they were supportive of closing this gap 

in the wall. In regard to your question as to the location of the sound wall and 

sidewalk, the project maps displayed at the meeting showed that both were to be 

located on the TxDOT right of way running alongside the existing 

Township/TWDC forest reserve. As I recall the comment during the public hearing 

was that TxDOT would only be acquiring additional right of way to locate 

their  new retention ponds. From the feedback I received, the Montfair residents 

were very pleased with what they saw and heard at the public meeting. Privately, 

they expressed concern to me regarding the risk that additional ROW would have 

be  to acquired, requiring any of the existing trees within the forest reserve to be 

cut down. 

  

Mike Bass 

713-299-1184 
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From: Robert Heineman [mailto:RHeineman@thewoodlands.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2015 11:19 AM 
To: Pat Henry (Pat.Henry@txdot.gov) 

Cc: James Noack (james.noack@mctx.org); Matthew Beasley (matthew.beasley@mctx.org); Mike Bass 
(mbass@thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov); Tim Welbes; Alexander Sutton; Dan Kolkhorst 
Subject: RE: TXDOT FM 2978 Sound Wall 
  
  
  
Pat,  
  
The Woodlands Development Company has no plans to extend Powers Bend Way to FM 2978 and 

supports Montgomery County’s abandoning the platted right-of-way in order to allow a continuous 

sound wall along FM 2978 at Powers Bend Way within the existing right-of-way. 
  
Please call if you have any questions. 
  
Robert Heineman 
  
  

  
  
  
Robert Heineman, FAIA | VP Planning and Design| The Woodlands Development 
Company 
A Division of The Howard Hughes Corporation 
24 Waterway, Suite 1100 | The Woodlands, TX 77380 
281.719.6100 main | 281.719.6113 direct | 281.719.7313 fax 
Website | LinkedIn | www.thewoodlands.com 
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