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Commenter 
No.

First 
Name

Last Name Comment Response

1 Amy Miller Please do not go forward with the current plans to reconstruct the intersection at Almeda 521 and 2234/McHard/Shadow Creek Parkway. I understand the proposed plans are based on data 
from 2009, 7 years ago. The west side of Pearland and the areas located in close proximity to this intersection have been developed since 2009 making that 2009 data obsolete. We 
appreciate the state's efforts to make improvements, but feel a fresh look at the data is required before embarking on such a large and costly project.

The traffic volumes that this environmental document were based on are from 2014. Your opposition to the projected is 
recognized.

I attended the public meeting for the subject proposed project and verbally expressed my concern that the proposed design may not meet current and future traffic volumes based on 
current traffic patterns. I sincerely thank TxDOT for advancing this necessary project and ask that the Department re-evaluate traffic volume to verify current design is appropriate. I would 
be happy to discuss my thoughts with your project staff. The environmental document was prepared using 2014 traffic estimates.

Turn lanes for traffic travelling morning rush hour westbound FM 2234 to northbound FM 521 and reverse during evening rush hour do not appear to be sufficient to meet current and 
future volume. Please conduct traffic surveys to verify traffic counts and flow patterns. 

A traffic study was prepared using existing and projected year traffic volumes.  The proposed design was laid out to 
accommodate projected year 2027 volumes.  Level of service analysis was conducted, and was found that the proposed design 

would operate at an acceptable level of service "C" for the proposed condition.

The weaknesses as I see it for current plan with recommendations: 1. The addition of a second signalized intersection for the westbound FM 2234 to northbound FM 521 morning 
commuter. This configuration will likely cause additional backups. Each right turn should flow into an auxiliary lane on loop road and FM 521. Right turn storage bay on FM 2234 may also 
need to extend beyond Clear Creek bridge. There is no need for signal to control right turn flow if an auxiliary or dedicated flow lane is constructed. Auxiliary lane on FM 521 is needed to 
augment the proposed 2-lanes all the way north to the current northbound 3 lane configuration. 

The proposed loop road intersections would have dedicated left and right turn lanes with a middle left/right turn lane option 
which allows two lanes to turn at both intersections.  The loop road intersections would use three phased traffic signals to 

efficiently handle the projected turning movements.  The proposed design includes a dedicated right turn lane from westbound 
FM 2234 to FM 521 that crosses the Clear Creek Bridge.  The overall project is increasing the capacity of FM 521 from two-lanes 

to four-lanes.  An additional auxiliary lane along FM 521 is not warranted.

2. Two signalized  intersections may make it more difficult during evening rush hour with two left turns instead of the current one. Riley and White Roads over to Kingsley become better 
alternatives. Perhaps southbound FM 521 to eastbound FM 2234 should diverge and free-flow from loop road to the south, under FM 2234 bridge, then east to merge onto FM 2234 from 
the right side of traffic. This would eliminate at least one left turn. 

The proposed loop road intersections would have dedicated left and right turn lanes with a middle left/right turn lane option 
which allows two lanes to turn at both intersections.  The loop road intersections would use three phased traffic signals to 

efficiently handle the projected turning movements.  A separate diverging access from FM 521 southbound to FM 2234 
eastbound would cause driver confusion between traffic destined to FM 2234 eastbound and westbound.  A single access point 

through the proposed loop road can efficiently handle both movements.

3. FM 521 will have just two lanes with no merge or auxiliary lane to absorb traffic from FM 2234. The addition of a merge lane from loop road to Riley Road is warranted in the north bound 
direction. Additionally, left turn storage will need to increase on southbound FM 521 at proposed loop road. 

The overall project is increasing the capacity of FM 521 from two-lanes to four-lanes.  An additional auxiliary lane along FM 521 
is not warranted.

 4. The bridge for FM 521 over UPRR may be unnecessary at this time. There is very little to no railroad traffic at this segment of the railroad. The safety benefit is noted, but perhaps defer 
this part of the improvement until railroad traffic increases to justify the expense of a 10-segment bridge.

By constructing a bridge for FM 521 over the UPRR, TxDOT believes this will increase safety and decrease delay time for 
emergency vehicles and other vehicles in this area.

I want to thank TxDOT for their efforts to get this project advanced. As a resident, we're looking to an improved congestion mitigation point for a lot of us that commute up the Almeda 
corridor.

Thank you for your comment.

 However, I think it's worth TxDOT's efforts to maybe do another traffic volume survey. The environmental document was prepared using 2014 traffic estimates.

The morning commuters that travel west on 2234 and then north on 521, right now the storage bay that's there for that right turn lane is not enough; and now that we're going to have two 
signalized intersections instead of one, that that storage may back up more. The railroad is not a reason for backing up. There is very little rail traffic up and down there, less than a dozen 
trains a day, or maybe one, I understand; but really the concern is that right turn, with all the traffic also coming from Highway 6 further down 521. So they may want to look at widening or 
adding additional storage capacity, without delaying this project any later though, as well as the evening commuters coming back the same way through Almeda and then making that north, 
going southbound on Almeda, and then an eastbound on FM 2234, two left turns is looking at the traffic counts and just making sure that the capacity throughput is enough. The distance 
between the two signalized intersections may not be appropriate unless the volume capacity is increased there. I think it's worth TxDOT's just a review of that between now and when 
they're letting this project a year from now. But anything we can do to accelerate it at the same time is important to us.

The proposed loop road intersections would have dedicated left and right turn lanes with a middle left/right turn lane option 
which allows two lanes to turn at both intersections.  The loop road intersections would use three phased traffic signals to 
efficiently handle the projected turning movements.  A traffic study was prepared using existing and projected year traffic 
volumes.  The proposed design was laid out to accommodate projected year 2027 volumes.  Level of service analysis was 
conducted, and was found that the proposed design would operate at an acceptable level of service "C" for the proposed 

condition.

3 Firdous Hamani

I am an owner of Exxon Food Mart for the last ten years and I have been running the business for the last seventeen years. Exxon Food Mart is located on the corner ofFM-521 & FM-2234 in 
Fresno Texas the physical address is 333 FM 521 Rd, Fresno, TX, 77545-8211, Fort Bend County. I am writing this letter regarding Proposed Improvements by TxDOT to FM 521 from 
Beltway 8 to FM 2234 CSJs: 0111-01-067 and 0111-03-031. This proposition of improvements will affect our business. If this goes through, our revenues will drastically drop and we will be 
out of business. We do not want you to stop this project, but we would like you to make this project as corner of FM 521 and Highway 6, this way my property will not lose as much business 
and value. The way you are proposing this improvement it will kill my business completely and I will also lose my property because of impaired access. Also, the way you are proposing FM 
521 project, the median you are putting in front of my store is too long, which in this case will give my customer a very hard time getting in and out this location. This project will not only 
affect me, it will also affect the county as well as the State, in which we all will face some sort of loss. The county and state will lose the tax revenues, such as property tax as well as sales tax. 
Sir/Ma’am, I have a family with supporting wife and three children, my business revenue will affect my children’s future. You can check my record as we have been a long time tax payer, I 
have been living in Texas for the last twenty-nine years, and like any business when you are there for so long, your customers even become like family, and as a store owner I would hate to 
bother, or make it harder for my customer” to come to in and out of my location because of state impaired access and it also will reduce the value of my property. With lots of hope and 
prayers I humbly request you to save us by making changes in this proposition of improvements as our family’s future depends on it.

The raised median has been pulled back in advance of the Exxon Food Mart so that vehicles can continue making left turns into 
this property along FM 521. A flush median would be maintained directly in front of both driveways. Please see the schematic 
that was shown at the public hearing, which is provided in Attachment G: Figures. 

I would like to pass on some concerns about the plans presented to the public for the new bridges at FM 2234 and FM 521. Another resident who attended the meeting reported that the 
plans were based on traffic data from 2009. Since that time, Shadow Creek Ranch has significantly been built out near and next to FM 521, as well as several more apartment complexes 
along FM 2234. I worry that the plans will not be able to handle the increased traffic. I really think that small loop road will easily and quickly back up and not be sufficient to handle the 
increased traffic. The resident who attended the meeting had some very good ideas that I will copy below. I hope that they will be seriously considered. The weaknesses as I see it for current 
plan with recommendations: Riley and White Roads over to Kingsley become better alternatives. Perhaps southbound FM 521 to eastbound FM 2234 should diverge and free-flow from loop 
road to the south, under FM 2234 bridge, then east to merge onto FM 2234 from the right side of traffic. This would eliminate at least one left turn. FM 521 will have just two lanes with no 
merge or auxiliary lane to absorb traffic from FM 2234. The addition of a merge lane from loop road to Riley Road is warranted in the north bound direction. Additionally, left turn storage 
will need to increase on southbound FM 521 at proposed loop road. The bridge for FM 521 over UPRR may be unnecessary at this time. There is very little to no railroad traffic at this 
segment of the railroad. The safety benefit is important, but perhaps defer this part of the improvement until railroad traffic increases to justify the expense of a 10-segment bridge.

A separate diverging access from FM 521 southbound to FM 2234 eastbound would cause driver confusion between traffic 
destined to FM 2234 eastbound and westbound.  A single access point through the proposed loop road can efficiently handle 
both movements.  By constructing a bridge for FM 521 over the UPRR, TxDOT believes this will increase safety and decrease 

delay time for emergency vehicles and other vehicles in this area.

I attended the public meeting this past Thursday and voiced my concern that the turn lanes for traffic travelling during morning rush hour westbound FM 2234 to northbound FM 521 and 
reverse during evening rush hour do not appear to be sufficient to meet current and future volume. 

A traffic study was prepared using existing and projected year traffic volumes.  The proposed design was laid out to 
accommodate projected year 2027 volumes.  Level of service analysis was conducted, and was found that the proposed design 

would operate at an acceptable level of service "C" for the proposed condition.
I thanked TxDOT for advancing this necessary project but asked them to re-evaluate traffic volume as current design is apparently based on 2009 traffic data. The environmental document was prepared using 2014 traffic estimates.
The addition of a second signalized intersection for the westbound FM 2234 to northbound FM 521 morning commuter. This configuration will likely cause additional backups. Each right 
turn should flow into an auxiliary lane on loop road and FM 521. Right turn storage bay may also need to extended beyond Clear Creek bridge. There is no need for signal to control right turn 
flow if auxiliary lane is added; yield sign will be sufficient. Two signalized intersections may make it even more difficult during evening rush hour with two left turns instead of the current 
one. 

The proposed loop road intersections would have dedicated left and right turn lanes with a middle left/right turn lane option 
which allows two lanes to turn at both intersections.  The loop road intersections would use three phased traffic signals to 

efficiently handle the projected turning movements.  The overall project is increasing the capacity of FM 521 from two-lanes to 
four-lanes.  An additional auxiliary lane along FM 521 is not warranted.
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In viewing your map, it appears that the East side of the of the tract on FM 2234 will be inconvenience on FM2234 traveling east to FM521 when making a right or left turn on FM521. Traffic 
will be backed up over and behind the bridge on FM2234 with only one left land turned light on the west side of FM521 to access FM521 U-turn. That will be worse than stopping for the 
train if there is no feeder road along side of the bridge to make a right or left turn on FM521.  

A traffic study was prepared using existing and projected year traffic volumes.  The proposed design was laid out to 
accommodate projected year 2027 volumes.  Level of service analysis was conducted, and was found that the proposed design 

would operate at an acceptable level of service "C" for the proposed condition.

The meeting August 25, 2016,some of the staff at the meeting was not famillarize with the area and could not explain the map correctly. 

TxDOT staff and consultants were there to aid in review of the materials and provide the best and most available information 
that was relevant. Some of the staff that attended were engineers, while others were environmental scientists. We apologize for 
any inconvenience in responding to your concerns and hope that you did receive the information that you needed. We strive to 
provide the public an opportunity to comment and review the proposed project.

The TxDOT meeting on August 25, 2016 I was told the Project would cost $40 million and three years to complete, at the Town Hall Public Meeting on August 29, 2016 I was told " the 
current project cost is estimated at $31 millon " that's a wide spread difference. We need to have accurate information and everyone on the same page with this Project.

The Town Hall Public Meeting held on August 29, 2016 was not held by TxDOT; therefore, TxDOT is not resonsible for the 
information presented by outside parties.

 Our Children shouldn't have to walk in the streets, in the mud to get home, why can't we have lights on an improved road for our safety?
The proposed project would include the construction of sidewalks. The project will include safety lighting at the entrance and 
exit ramps, and underpass lighting.  

Why we can't have 16 feet sound barriers for our two story homes? 
A noise anlaysis was conducted as part of the enivornmental document to determine how much the proposed project would 
increase noise levels. The analysis indicated that the proposed project would not result in traffic noise impacts.

This Project is too large to be having one Department telling us one thing and another Department telling us something else. What it comes down to is our input is taken but not considered. 
Everything we ask for TxDOT can't do it for us, that's under another department. All these departments should get together and give us what we need and what we want for this $40 million. 
I am a home owner of 28 years in Ridgegate, I have paid large amount of taxes and still paying them, and so is everyone else, so why is it so difficult to get the things we need? It's done for 
other neighborhoods why not ours?

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared for this project and includes the need for and purpose of the proposed project, 
a description of the proposed project, and an interdisciplinary evaluation of the potential effects to the human and natural 
environment. The EA has been prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, Texas 
Council on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Regulations (40 CFR §1502.13), Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Technical 
Advisory T6640.8A, and the TxDOT Environmental Manual. The public has been afforded the opportunity to comment on this 
project. Public meetings were held on April 16, 2009, June 10, 2014, and a previous public hearing was held on May 7, 2015. 
Public involvement is a vital component of the NEPA process. TxDOT adopted a Public Involvement Program that offers 
opportunities for the public to participate in the process. Public involvement is a continuous process and the participation of 
agencies, businesses, public representatives, and concerned citizens is always encouraged. TxDOT recognizes your concern and 
thanks you for your input.

5
Sis. 

Arleine
Ray



Attachment B: 

Public Hearing Officer Certification 

  



Are
t; Public Hearing Certification

Project Name: FM 521

County Name Harris and Fort Bend Counties

Control Section Job Numbers(CSJ): 0111-01-067, 0111-03-031, and 2105-01-048

Project Limits:

From: Beltway 8

To: FM 2234

I certify that the following statements are true and apply to the project identified above.

A. A public hearing was held on August 25, 2016 at Willowridge High School in Houston, Texas

B. The economic and social effects of the project location and design and its impacts on the environment
have been considered

C. In determining economic, social, and environmental effects, the statutory provisions of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 have been considered.

D. The project consistency with the goals and objectives of urban planning, as dictated by the community
has been considered.

E. Requirements of Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter E, Section 2.107
have been met.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws
for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum
of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Signed:

_________________________________

Date: )9 I)
TxDOTPubfic Hearing Officer/Title

Print Name: (A) .‘((Q t—’.- C&4JCLA Ic

Form Version 1
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 760.01.FRM
Effective Date: April 2016 Page 1 of I
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is proposing improvements to FM 521 (Almeda Road) from 

Beltway 8 to FM 2234 (McHard Road) in Harris and Fort Bend Counties, Texas.  Pursuant to Texas 

Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter E, §2.107 and §2.108 and Code of Federal 

Regulations, Title 23, Chapter I, Subchapter H, §771.111 and Title 40, Chapter V, §1506, this notice 

advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA) is available for public review and that TxDOT 

will be conducting a public hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will be held on Thursday, August 25, 

2016, at Willowridge High School, Cafeteria, located at 16301 Chimney Rock, Houston, Texas 77053. The 

public hearing will begin with an open house at 5:30 p.m. followed by a formal presentation at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the proposed improvements to FM 521. The proposed project 

consists of reconstructing and widening the existing two-lane rural undivided facility to a four-lane divided 

urban arterial from Beltway 8 to 0.3 miles south of FM 2234. The project also includes improvements on FM 

2234 from 0.3 miles west of FM 521 to 0.2 miles east of FM 521 and proposed grade separations at the 

Union Pacific Railroad crossings on FM 2234 and FM 521. Approximately 13.2 acres of additional 

right-of-way (ROW) would be required for the proposed project. 

This project was initially evaluated with a State Environmental Assessment and a public hearing was 

conducted on May 7, 2015; however, based on the recent inclusion of federal funding, this document has 

been prepared in accordance with the procedural provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act. No 

significant design modifications have occurred since the previous public hearing was held.   

A schematic plan showing the location of the project and geometric design, the environmental document 

prepared for the project, and other information pertinent to the project are on file and available for 

inspection at the TxDOT Houston District Office, located at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 

77007. For specific information regarding the design, construction, or schedule of this project, please 

contact Kitty Kwok, at (713) 802-5510. Information will also be posted online on the TxDOT website; 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/082516.html  

The public hearing will provide an opportunity to submit written comments, and a court reporter will be 

present to record oral comments. Both written and oral comments will be considered equally. Written 

comments may be submitted in person at the public hearing, or by mail to TxDOT Houston District, Attn: 

Director of Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386, or by email to                     

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov.  All comments must be submitted within ten (10) working days after the public 

hearing (postmarked on or before September 5, 2016).   

All interested persons are invited to attend this public hearing. Materials will be presented in English and 

Spanish, and Spanish language interpreters will be present. Persons interested in attending the public 

hearing who have special communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact TxDOT’s 

Public Information Office at (713) 802-5072 at least two (2) working days prior to the public hearing. TxDOT 

will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs. The TxDOT offices are open Monday 

through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding national holidays. 

The Environmental Assessment document for this project has been approved for further processing by the 

TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 

laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 

Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.  

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/082516.html
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I Texas Department of Transportation 

P. 0. BOX 13861 HOUSTON, TEXAS 77251-1386 I (713) 802-5000 I WWW.TXDOT.GOV 

CERTIFIED MAIL «Certified» 

<<Title>> <<First_Name>> <<Last_Name>> 
<<Position», «Organization>> 
<<Add ress_1>> 
<<City>>, <<State>> <<Zip» 

RE: Notice of Public Hearing 
Fort Bend and Harris Counties 

April 8, 2015 

FM 521: From Beltway 8 to FM 2234 (McHard Road) 
Control 0111-01-067 and 0111-03-031 

Dear <<Salutation>> <<Last_Name>>: 

This is to notify you of an upcoming public hearing to present the proposed improvements to FM 521 
from Beltway 8 to FM 2234 (McHard Road) in Harris and Fort Bend Counties, Texas. The proposed 
project consists of reconstructing and widening the existing two-lane rural undivided facility to a four
lane divided urban arterial from BW 8 to 0.3 miles south of FM 2234. The project also includes 
improvements on FM 2234 from 0.3 miles west of FM 521 to 0.2 miles east of FM 521 and 
proposed grade separation at the Missouri Pacific Railroad crossing on FM 2234 and FM 521. 
Approximately 13.2 acres of additional right-of-way (ROW) would be required for the proposed 
project. This includes 1.67 acres out of a total of 45.75 acres of Almeda Road Nature Preserve. 

The purpose of this hearing is to gather public input on the proposed project and to present exhibits 
showing the proposed improvements and environmental constraints. This hearing will be conducted 
in accordance with Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code to allow the public the 
opportunity to review the Draft Section 4(f) de minimis impact determination and project details 
specifically as they relate to the Almeda Road Nature Preserve. Representatives from the Texas 
Department of Transportation and the City of Pearland will be available to answer questions from 
officials and citizens. You, or your representative, are cordially invited to attend this meeting, which 
will be held as follows: 

Thursday May 7th, 2015, Willowridge High School 
16301 Chimney Rock, Houston, Texas 77053 

Open House at 5:30 p.m. - Formal Presentation at 6:30 p.m. 

We are available to meet with you prior to the public meeting to answer any questions that you may 
have or to review the proposed project. If you have any questions in the interim, please contact Pat 
Henry, P.E., at (713) 802-5241. 

Sincerely, 

cJ~lJ. t:JAU.-,p.£. 

Quincy Allen, P.E. 
District Engineer 
Houston District 

Attachments 
cc: Pat Henry, P.E. 

OUR GOALS 
MAINTAIN A SAFE SYSTEM • ADDRESS CONGESTION • CONNECT TEXAS COMMUNITIES • BEST IN CLASS STATE AGENCY 

AJI Equili Opp~ltUIIity Employe I· 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is proposing improvements to FM 521 (Almeda Road) from 
Beltway 8 to FM 2234 (McHard Road) in Harris and Fort Bend Counties, Texas. A public hearing for the 
proposed project will be held on Thursday, May 7, 2015, at Willowridge High School, Cafeteria, located at 
16301 Chimney Rock, Houston, Texas 77053. The public hearing will begin with an open house at 5:30p.m. 
followed by a formal presentation at 6:30 p.m. 

The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the proposed improvements to FM 521. This hearing will be 
conducted in accordance with Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code to allow the public the 
opportunity to review the Draft Section 4(f) de minimis impact determination and project details specifically 
as they relate to the Almeda Road Nature Preserve and provide comments. 

The proposed project consists of reconstructing and widening the existing two-lane rural undivided facility to 
a four-lane divided urban arterial from Beltway 8 to 0.3 miles south of FM 2234. The project also includes 
improvements on FM 2234 from 0.3 miles west of FM 521 to 0.2 miles east of FM 521 and proposed grade 
separations at the Union Pacific Railroad crossings on FM 2234 and FM 521. Approximately 13.2 acres of 
additional right-of-way (ROW) would be required for the proposed project. 

The proposed project would require acquisition of public land designated and used as a nature 
preserve/park. A total of 1.67 acres out of 45.75 acres of Almeda Road Nature Preserve (3.65%) is within 
the proposed ROW of the project. Proposed work within the nature preserve/park boundary would include 
roadway improvements to the intersection at FM 521 and FM 2234 to provide for two offset 'T' 
intersections. These 'T' intersections would allow for railroad overpasses on FM 521 and FM 2234 to 
reduce vehicular delays. 

A schematic plan showing the location of the project and geometric design, the environmental document 
prepared for the project, and other information pertinent to the project are on file and available for 
inspection at the TxDOT Houston District Office, located at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 
77007. For specific information regarding the design, construction, or schedule of this project, please 
contact Pat Nwachukwu, P.E., at (713) 802-5961. 

The public hearing will provide an opportunity to submit written comments, and a court reporter will be 
present to record oral comments. Both written and oral comments will be considered equally. Written 
comments may be submitted in person at the public hearing, or by mail to TxDOT Houston District, Attn: 
Director of Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251-1386, or by email to 
hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov. All comments must be submitted within ten (10) working days after the public 
hearing (postmarked on or before May 21, 2015). 

All interested persons are invited to attend this public hearing. Materials will be presented in English and 
Spanish, and Spanish language interpreters will be present. Persons interested in attending the public 
hearing who have special communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact TxDOT's 
Public Information Office at (713) 802-5072 at least two (2) working days prior to the public hearing. TxDOT 
will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs. The TxDOT offices are open Monday 
through Friday, from 8:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding national holidays. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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Public Hearing Location 
Willowridge High School 
16301 Chimney Rock Road 
Houston, Texas 77053 



. 
The Honorable Ronald Morrison Commissioner 
The Honorable Dude Payne Commissioner 
The Honorable Annise Parker Mayor 
The Honorable Tom Reid Mayor 
The Honorable Robert Hebert Judge 
The Honorable El Franco Lee Commissioner 
The Honorable Ed Emmett Judge 
The Honorable Matt Sebesta, Jr. Judge 
The Honorable Ron Reynolds Representative 
The Honorable Phil Stephenson Representative 
The Honorable Paul Bettencourt Senator 
The Honorable Larry Taylor Senator 
The Honorable Joan Huffman Senator 
The Honorable John Comyn Senator 
The Honorable Ted Cruz Senator 
The Honorable AI Green Congressman 
The Honorable Pete Olson Congressman 

PUBLIC MEETING TO BE HELD ON 
May 7, 2015 

FM 521: Beltway 8 to FM 2234 (McHard Road) 
CSJ 0111-01-067 and 0111-03-031 

.. I '• .,, 
Commissioner, Precinct 1 Fort Bend County 701 South Fourth 
Commissioner, Precinct 1 Brazoria County P.O. Box 998 

Mayor City of Houston P.O. Box !562 
Mayor City of Pearland 3519 Liberty Drive 

Judge, Fort Bend County Fort Bend County County Courthouse, 3 0 I Jackson 
Commissioner, Precinct I Harris County I 001 Preston, 9th Floor 

Judge, Harris County Harris County I 001 Preston, 9th Floor 
Judge, Brazoria County Brazoria County Ill E. Locus~ Room I 02 

State Representative, District 27 2440 Texas Parkway, Suite I 02 
State Representative, District 85 834 Third Street 

State Senator, District 7 I E. Greenway Plaza, Suite 225 
State Senator, District II II 09 Fairmont Parkway 
State Senator, District 17 P.O. Box541774 

United States Senator 5300 Memorial Drive, Suite 980 
United States Senator 5300 Memorial Drive, Suite 980 

United States Representative, District 9 3003 South Loop West, Suite 460 
United States Representative, District 22 1650 Highway 6, Suite !50 

' 
., 

Richmond Texas 77469 7006 0810 0000 1824 9615 
Clute Texas 77531 7006 0810 0000 1824 9622 

Houston Texas 77251 7006 0810 0000 1824 9639 
Pearland Texas 77581 7006 0810 0000 1824 9646 

Richmond Texas 77469 7006 0810 0000 1824 9653 
Houston Texas 77002 7013 2250 0001 8108 8200 
Houston Texas 77002 7013 2250 0001 8108 8217 
Angleton Texas 775!5 7013 2250 0001 8108 8224 

Missouri City Texas 77489 7013 225000018108 8231 
Rosenberg Texas 77471 7013 2250 0001 8108 8248 

Houston Texas 77046 7013 2250 0001 8108 8255 
Pasadena Texas 77504 7013 2250 0001 8!08 8262 
Houston Texas 77254 7013 2250 0001 8108 8279 
Houston Texas 77007 7013 2250 0001 8108 8286 
Houston Texas 77007 7013 2250 0001 8108 8293 
Houston Texas 77054 7013 2250 0001 8108 8309 

Sugar Land Texas 77478 7013 2250 0001 8108 8316 
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Public Hearing/Audiencia Pública

FOR/PARA 

FM 521 (From Beltway 8 to FM 2234)

Harris and Fort Bend Counties, Texas

August 25, 2016

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Open House/Foro Informativo

6:30 p.m. 

Presentation/Audiencia

Willowridge High School

16301 Chimney Rock

Houston, TX 77053

A public hearing summary report will be available several months after the public hearing

at TxDOT’s Houston District office, and posted on TxDOT’s website.

Un resumen de la audiencia pública estará disponible algunos meses después de la

audiencia en la oficina de TxDOT Distrito de Houston, y sera publicado en el sitio web de

TxDOT.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal

environmental laws for this project are being or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant

to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and

executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

La revisión ambiental, consultas, y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales

federales aplicables para este proyecto están siendo o han sido, llevadas a cabo por TxDOT

– en virtud de 23 USC 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento con fecha de 16 de

diciembre del 2014, y ejecutado por la FHWA y TxDOT.

Project Location/Ubicación del Proyecto

Notes (Notas)



Public Hearing History

Welcome to the Public Hearing for FM 521 at FM 2234. The purpose of this

hearing is to solicit comments on the proposed project. This project was initially

evaluated with a State Environmental Assessment and a public hearing was

conducted on May 7, 2015; however, based on the recent inclusion of federal

funding, this document has been prepared in accordance with the procedural

provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act. No significant design

modifications have occurred since the previous public hearing was held.

Tonight’s Schedule

5:30-6:30 p.m. Open House

• Review  and  visit  with  project  team  about  the  meeting  handout,  

informational boards,  layout  of  the  proposed  design.

6:30 Presentation

• Present specifics on the proposed projects and provide the opportunity for 

verbal comments.

Proposed Design

The proposed project consists of reconstructing and widening the existing two-

lane rural undivided facility to a four-lane divided urban arterial from Beltway 8 to

0.3 miles south of FM 2234. The project also includes improvements on FM

2234 from 0.3 miles west of FM 521 to 0.2 miles east of FM 521 and proposed

grade separations at the Union Pacific Railroad crossings on FM 2234 and FM

521. Approximately 13.20 acres of additional right of way (ROW) would be

required for the proposed project to meet TxDOT design standards.

How to Comment

• Write Comments on the provided form and place in the comment box at this 

meeting.

• Mail written comments to the address provided on the comment form, 

postmarked by September 5, 2016.

• Email comments by September 5, 2016 to hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov

• TxDOT’s Website: 

• http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-

meetings/houston/082516.html

Project Implementation Timeline

• Anticipated Letting Date for Construction – September 2017

• Anticipated Duration of Construction – Approximately 3 years

Historia de las Audiencias Públicas

Bienvenido a la audiencia pública para la FM 521 en la FM 2234. El propósito

de esta audiencia, es solicitar comentarios sobre el proyecto propuesto. Este

proyecto fue evaluado inicialmente con una Evaluación Ambiental, y una

audiencia pública, se llevó a cabo el 7 de mayo de 2015; Sin embargo, basado

en la reciente inclusión de fondos federales, este documento ha sido preparado

de conformidad con las disposiciones de procedimiento de la Ley Nacional de

Política Ambiental. No hay modificaciones importantes de diseño que hayan

ocurrido desde la audiencia pública anterior.

Itinerario de la noche

5: 30-6: 30 pm Foro Informativo

Visita con el equipo del proyecto, revisar el folleto de la audiencia, tableros 

informativos y el diseño propuesto. 

6:30 Audiencia 

Presentar detalles del proyecto propuesto y ofrecen la oportunidad para hacer 

comentarios verbales.

Diseño Propuesto

El proyecto propuesto propone ampliar y reconstruir la carretera existente de

dos carriles rurales indivisos, a una de cuatro carriles divididos, desde el

Beltway 8 hasta .3 millas al sur de la FM 2234. El proyecto también incluye

mejoras a la FM 2234 desde .3 millas al oeste de la FM 521 a .2 millas al este

de la FM 521 y puentes a desnivel en los cruces del ferrocarril Union Pacific

Railroad en la FM 2234 y la FM 521. Aproximadamente 13.20 acres de

derecho de vía adicional (ROW) serían necesarios para el proyecto propuesto

para cumplir con los estándares de diseño de TxDOT.

Como Comentar

• Escribir comentarios en el formulario que se encuentran en su paquete y 

coloquelo en la caja de comentarios durante la audiencia. 

• Envie sus comentarios por escrito a la direccion indicada en el formulario, por

correo postal, matasellados antes del 5 de septiembre, 2016

• Envien sus comentarios por correo electronico antes del 5 de septiembre, 

2016 a hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov

• Sitio Web de TxDOT: 

• http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-

meetings/houston/082516.html

Itinerario del Proyecto

• Fecha anticipado de construcción – Septiembre de 2017

• Duración anticipada de construcción - Aproximadamente 3 años

mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/082516.html


COMMENT FORM
(FORMA DE COMENTARIOS)

Public Hearing – FM 521 (from Beltway 8 to FM 2234)
Reunión Pública – FM 521

CSJ Nos. 0111-01-067, 0111-03-031, and 2105-01-048 (AL)
August 25, 2016
(Agosto 25, 2016)

__I am an Elected Official (Soy Funcionario/a electo) Position (Posición):_________________________________________
Name and Mailing Address (Optional) (Nombre y Dirección [Opcional]):
Name (Nombre)______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address (Dirección)___________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address (Correo Electrónico)____________________________________________________________________
Telephone (Teléfono)_________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW: (Favor de marcar la que le aplique)

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a: (Estoy interesado en el proyecto desde el punto de vista de:)
__Residential property owner or renter __Business property owner or lessee

(Propietario o inquilino residencial) (Propietario o inquilino del negocio)
__Other (Please explain) (Otro [Por favor explique]) ______________________________________________________________

Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5): check each of the following boxes that apply to you: (Por Código de
Transportación de Texas, §201.811(a)(5): marcar todas las que le aplique:)
__I am employed by TxDOT (Soy empleado de TxDOT)
__I do business with TxDOT (Hago negocios con TxDOT)
__I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting (Pudiera beneficarme económicamante con
este proyecto u otro asunto del cual estoy comentando)

How did you learn about this meeting? (¿Como se entero usted de esta reunión?)
__Newspaper (Periódico) __Notice in the Mail (Aviso por Correo)
__Other (Please explain) (Otro [Por favor explique]) _______________________________________________________________
Do you support the proposed project? (¿Apoya el proyecto propuesto?) ___ Yes (Sí) ___ No (No) ___Undecided (Indeciso)

COMMENTS (COMENTARIOS): ________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please make additional comments on the back. (Favor de hacer comentarios adicionales al dorso de esta forma.)

This comment form may be turned in tonight, mailed, or emailed by September 5, 2016 to the address below:
(Esta forma de comentarios se puede entregar esta noche, por correo postal, o por correo electrónico en o antes Septiembre 5, 2016:)

Director of Project Development
Texas Department of Transportation – Houston District

P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386

Email: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov



Director of Project Development
Texas Department of Transportation – Houston District
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386

Director of Project Development
Texas Department of Transportation – Houston District

P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386

(AL: CSJ No. 0110-01-067, 0111-03-031, and 2105-01-048)







•
•
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•
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Footer Text Date

FM 521 AT FM 2234
Public Hearing for Improvements to
FM 521 at FM 2234

August 25, 2016



Elected Officials

2



The environmental review, consultation, and other actions
required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project

are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

3

Review and Approval of Environmental Document



Public Hearing Legal Notices

– Houston Chronicle:

– La Subasta – South:

– La Subasta – South Central:

– Pearland Journal:

4



Review Information

TxDOT Houston District Office
7600 Washington Avenue

Houston, TX 77077

TxDOT Fort Bend Area Office
4235 SH 36

Rosenberg, TX 77471

TxDOT Brazoria Area Office
1033 E. Orange

Angleton, TX 77515

TxDOT Website
http://preview.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/

houston/fm-521.html

5



Speaker Introductions

Environmental Studies
Amy James

Environmental Scientist
Ecosystem Planning and Restoration

6



FM 521 at FM 2234 – Project Location

7

Existing RR
Crossing

Existing
RR Crossing



Existing Conditions – FM 521

8

Looking North toward FM 2234

Looking North towards UPRR CrossingNote: Image captures from Google Street View



Typical Sections – Proposed FM 521

9

 Four travel lanes (two in each direction)
 Wide 15’ outside lane to accommodate bicycle traffic
 Adding curbs and sidewalk along both sides of road

Proposed FM 521 Includes:



Typical Sections – Proposed FM 521 (Cont’d)

10

 Bridge over UPRR crossing (elimination of current at-grade
crossing)

Proposed FM 521 Includes (cont’d):



Existing Conditions – FM 2234

11

Looking West towards FM 521 Intersection

Looking West from UPRR
track crossing

Note: Image captures from Google Street View



Typical Sections – Proposed FM 2234

12

 Four travel lanes (two in each direction)
 Wide 15’ outside lane to accommodate bicycle traffic
 Adding curbs and sidewalk along both sides of road

Proposed FM 2234 Includes:



Typical Sections – Proposed FM 2234 (Cont’d)

13

 Bridge over UPRR crossing (elimination of current at-grade
crossing)

Proposed FM 2234 Includes (cont’d):



Project Schedule

14

 Current Let Date:
September 2017

 Construction Duration:
Approximately 3 years

 Current Estimated Construction Cost:
$40 Million



Environmental Review

15

 Need
– Current and future traffic demands exceed capacity.
– Increased congestion due to population and economic growth.
– Vehicular delays at the Union Pacific Railroad Crossing.

 Purpose
– Expand roadway capacity, enhance mobility, improve safety, improve the existing

railroad crossings, and accommodate population and economic growth.
– Minimize impacts to the natural and social environment.



Environmental Review (Cont’d)

16

Alternatives Considered

 No-Build Alternative

 Build Alternative

– Schematic design alternatives
were developed and evaluated

– Avoids and/or minimizes
potential adverse impacts



Environmental Review (Cont’d)

17

Environmental Concerns
 Land Use
 Social Resources
 Community Cohesion
 Displacements and

Relocations

 Vegetation
 Wetlands/Waters of the

U.S.
 Hazardous Materials
 Section 4(f) and Texas

Parks and Wildlife Code
Ch. 26 resource
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Environmental Review (Cont’d)

Environmental
begins,

January 2009

Public
Meeting at

Laura Ingalls
Wilder

Elementary
School,

April 16, 2009

Environmental
Field Studies,

April 2013

Draft
Environmental
Assessment
Document,

January 2014

Public
Meeting at

Laura Ingalls
Wilder

Elementary
School,

June 10, 2014

Public
Hearings at
Willowridge

High School,
May 7, 2015

and
August 25,

2016

Final EA and
Environmental

Decision,
Winter 2016

Project Timeline



Environmental Review (Cont’d)

19

• Compile and consider community input from tonight’s public
hearing and the public comment period

• Finalize project design details

• Prepare and finalize Environmental analyses and decision



PUBLIC COMMENT
SESSION

20



ELECTED OFFICIALS

21
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 Verbal Comment Period

– Submit Speaker Registration Card

– Use Microphone in the Aisle and Face the Court Reporter

– Please Comment on Issues Relevant to the FM 521 at FM 2234 Project

– Verbal Comment are Limited to 3 Minutes

– Unused Time May Not Be Given to Another Speaker



VERBAL COMMENTS

23



Verbal Comments

24
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WRITTEN COMMENTS
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FM 521 at FM 2234 Public Hearing



THANK YOU

AND

GOODNIGHT

26

FM 521 at FM 2234 Public Hearing
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GEOMETRIC SCHEMATIC LAYOUT
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

(FM 521 AND FM 2234)

HIGH SPEED URBAN ARTERIALFUNCTIONAL CLASS :

PROJECTED ADT :
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