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Guidebook helps LGs plan projects for MPOs  

A new guidebook is available to help local governments (LGs) more accurately develop project scopes, cost 

estimates and schedules for proposed projects and, in turn, help metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) 

streamline their evaluation process for selecting LG-proposed projects for federal funding. 

MPOs face major challenges when their transportation plans are hampered by unrealistic preliminary cost 

estimates and unachievable letting dates, which can lead to delays or cancellations of projects. Researchers at 

Texas A&M University-Kingsville and Texas Tech University have developed a guidebook to enhance the 

accuracy of LG’s preliminary cost estimates and project schedules. Development of the guidebook was funded 

during fiscal 2017 through TxDOT’s Research and Technology Implementation Division. The guidebook is 

based on a review and analysis of best practices on MPOs and transportation departments from throughout 

Texas and across the country.  

 “The goal of this research project was to create an accessible guidebook that can be used when carrying out 

scoping analyses, cost estimation, and scheduling for metropolitan transportation improvement projects,” 

according to the project summary. “The target audiences of the guidebook are local governments, MPOs, and 

other metropolitan area project sponsors. The information presented in the guidebook can be used by local 

governments to help prepare accurate transportation project proposals, and also by MPOs when reviewing 

those proposals.” 

TxDOT district and division personnel are encouraged to share this new guidebook 

(http://library.ctr.utexas.edu/hostedpdfs/tamuk/0-6929-p1.pdf) with their LG and MPO partners throughout 

the state. The “Enhanced Cost Estimating and Project Development Procedures for MPOs” research project 

and the accompanying guidebook are available at the TxDOT Research Library 

(https://library.ctr.utexas.edu/Presto/content/Detail.aspx?ctID=M2UxNzg5YmEtYzMyZS00ZjBlLWIyODctYzljMz

Q3ZmVmOWFl&rID=NTYx&sID=MQ==&qrs=VHJ1ZQ==&q=KHJwLlN0YXR1czphY3RpdmUp).  

 

New DBE special provisions for LG projects  

The Local Government Projects Section recently developed two new Special Provisions related to the 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program. Starting immediately, these Special Provisions should be 

incorporated into local government (LG) proposal documents when federal funds are participating in the 

project.  

These Special Provisions are similar in text and intent of the recently revised TxDOT DBE program Special 

Provisions in that (1) they require contractors to comply with the TxDOT DBE program and (2) the apparent low 

http://library.ctr.utexas.edu/hostedpdfs/tamuk/0-6929-p1.pdf
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bidder must submit its DBE commitment information on federally funded projects with DBE goals within five 

calendar days of the bid opening. 

LGs may modify the Special Provisions to require submittal of the DBE plan earlier than five days after bid date 

or to require all bidders to submit a DBE plan along with the bid. But, they cannot modify the documents to 

make it less restrictive on bidders than the federal requirement of five days. 

If the apparent low bidder fails to submit its DBE information within the specified time frame, the apparent low 

bid will be deemed nonresponsive. The LG would then have the option to reject all bids and rebid the project or 

award the contract to the new apparent low bidder. The new apparent low bidder is required to submit its DBE 

information within one calendar day of notification by the LG. 

Summary of the Special Provisions are: 

SP000-394L – Disadvantaged Business Enterprise in Federal-Aid Contracts – This special provision revises 

and replaces 2014 SP000-007L, implements existing U.S. Dept. of Transportation DBE program rules, and 

addresses notification of new rules affecting bidders. 

SP002-011L – Instructions to Bidders – Revises Standard Item 2 to address how bidders are affected with 

regard to proposal issuance, non-responsive bids and time frame for submittal of DBE commitments. SP002-

011L is new; it does not replace any of the existing Special Provisions. 

The Special Provisions are available at https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/txdot-specifications/local-

government.html.  

 

Legislative bills impact local government contracts  

During the 85th Texas legislative session, the Legislature passed two bills impacting contracts entered into by 

the state, as well as most local governments (LGs). The purpose of both bills is to prohibit contracting with 

companies that boycott Israel (House Bill 89) or do business with Iran, Sudan or foreign terrorist organizations 

(Senate Bill 252). Both bills became effective Sept. 1. 

As required by HB 89, Section 2270.002 of the Texas Government Code states a governmental entity may not 

enter into a contract with a company for goods or services unless the contract contains a written verification 

from the company that it (1) does not boycott Israel and (2) will not boycott Israel during the term of the 

contract. 

Therefore, most contracts for goods or services that the state or a LG enters into with a for-profit entity after 

Sept. 1 are required to include this verification. Districts should confirm the verification is included in project-

related contracts entered into by LGs that require district approval. The appropriate portions of the Local 

Government Projects Toolkit and project checklist will be updated to address this matter.   

https://www.txdot.gov/business/resources/txdot-specifications/local-government.html
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEWS 
From the Local Government Projects Office 
 

 

OUR VALUES:  People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

OUR MISSION:  Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

SB 252 (codified as §§2252.151-154 Texas Government Code) prohibits a governmental entity from entering 

into a contract with a company listed by the Texas Comptroller as a “scrutinized company” engaged in business 

with a prohibited government (currently Iran and Sudan) or “known to have contracts with or provide supplies 

or services to a foreign terrorist organization.” 

It is the governmental entity’s responsibility to ensure it does not contract with a company on any of the 

Comptroller lists as of the date the contract is executed. Affected contracts include those awarded for “general 

construction, an improvement, a service or a public works project or for a purchase of supplies, materials, or 

equipment ... [and] includes a contract to obtain a professional and consulting service.” 

Overall, HB 89 and SB 252 put in place new contracting requirements that directly affect LGs. Appropriate 

procedures to ensure compliance should be put in place by LGs, with districts confirming that applicable LG 

contracts include the verification required by HB 89.  

 


