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Public Notice - 2008 Program Call Border Colonia Access Program 

In accordance with 43 TAC §15.103, the Texas Department of Transportation (department) issues this 2008 Program Call for proposed projects to be considered for funding under the department's Border Colonia Access Program. Government Code, Chapter 1403, requires the Texas Public Finance Authority, in accordance with requests from the Office of the Governor, to issue general obligation bonds and notes in an aggregate amount not to exceed $175 million, and as directed by the department, distribute the proceeds to counties to provide financial assistance for colonia access roadway projects to serve border colonias. Chapter 1403 requires the Texas Transportation Commission (commission) to establish a program to administer the use of the proceeds of the bonds and notes. 

The commission established the Border Colonia Access Program in 43 TAC §§15.100 - 15.106. Eligible project costs under the program are the cost of constructing, administering, or providing drainage for a project, including the cost of leasing equipment used substantially in connection with a project, or acquiring materials used solely in connection with a project. Eligible project costs include the cost of: 

(1) paving unpaved colonia roads; 

(2) repaving or repairing paved colonia roads; 

(3) acquiring materials or leasing equipment for colonia roads; and 

(4) providing drainage for a colonia road. 

For a project to be eligible for consideration for the program, it must be located in an eligible county, defined as a county located in the El Paso, Laredo, or Pharr department districts, and Terrell County, that has adopted the model rules promulgated by the Texas Water Development Board under Water Code, §16.343. 

To be considered for funding under the program, an eligible county must submit an application, in the form prescribed by the department, to the district engineer of the district office responsible for the area in which the proposed project will be implemented. The address and telephone number of the district offices may be obtained by contacting the department's Transportation Planning and Programming Division at (512) 486-5038. The department must receive completed applications no later than 5:00 p.m., March 31, 2008. 

Applications and information regarding the program are available from the department's El Paso, Odessa, Laredo, or Pharr district offices, by writing the Transportation Planning and Programming Division, 125 East 11th Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483, or from the department's website at: http://www.dot.state.tx.us . 
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