
TxDOT Mission: Work with others to provide safe 

and reliable transportation solutions for Texas.

US 83 Relief Route

City of La Joya

City of Peñitas

Hidalgo County

November 15, 2012



• Welcome & Introductions 
Mario Jorge, P.E. – TxDOT Pharr District Engineer 

• Technical Overview
Epigmenio Gonzalez, P.E. – TxDOT Project Manager

• Next Steps in Project Development
Mario Jorge, P.E., TxDOT

• Exhibit Viewing Period

• Public Comment

• Adjournment 
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Public Meeting Agenda



Public Meeting Purpose 

•Encourage and maintain effective 

communication with citizens

• Provide project information

• Receive comments

• Important step in environmental 
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Provide Your Comments

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 1717

Pharr, TX 78577
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Physical Address 

600 W. US 83 Expwy

Pharr, TX 78577

• Fax comments to (956) 702-6110

• Email to Robin.Gelston@txdot.gov

• Sign up to speak tonight

• Leave comments at registration table tonight

• Mail or drop off comments: 

Comment period ends Sunday, 

November 25, 2012



Project Area

Begin US 83 Relief Route 

End US 83 Relief Route 



Current Traffic Conditions 



Project Need and Purpose 

• Project Need:

• Increased congestion

• Lack of mobility

• Increased accident rate

• Poor corridor connectivity

• Project Purpose:

• Reduce congestion

• Improve mobility

• Improve safety

• Improve corridor connectivity
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• Project Scope

� Four lane controlled access expressway facility

• Project Limits

� From: 1.0 miles east of FM 886 to: 0.5 mile west of Showers 

Road
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Project Scope - Limits



Alternative 1

Alternative 6

Alternative 2 Alternative 3

Alternative 4

End US 83 Relief Route Project Begin US 83 Relief Route Project 

Alternative 5

Project Alternative Route

La Joya

Lake



Alternative 1

Alternative 6

Alternative 2 Alternative 3

Alternative 4

End US 83 Relief Route Project Begin US 83 Relief Route Project 

Alternative 5

Project Alternative Route

La Joya

Lake



Typical Roadway Section



End US 83 Relief Route Project Begin US 83 Relief Route Project 

Drainage

High Point



Alternative Evaluation Criteria

• Impacts to human environment:

– Impacts to community including churches, community 

centers and recreational facilities

– Impact to commercial, residential and agricultural 

properties

– Impacts to historical/cultural resources such as historical 

markers and cemeteries

– Effects on air quality, traffic noise and visual impacts
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Alternative Evaluation Criteria

• Impacts to natural environment:

– Impacts to 100 year floodplain

– Impacts to wetlands

– Impacts to threatened and endangered species and 

wildlife habitat
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Alternative 1

Alternative 6

Alternative 2 Alternative 3

Alternative 4

End US 83 Relief Route Project Begin US 83 Relief Route Project 

Alternative 5

Alternative Impacts

La Joya

Lake



Alternative 3

End US 83 Relief Route Project Begin US 83 Relief Route Project 

Technically Preferred Alternative

La Joya

Lake



Project Development

SCHEMATIC

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT

FINALIZE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE

ACQUIRE RIGHT-OF-WAY

PHASE I CONSTRUCTION
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

First Public 

Meeting

Nov.15, 2012

Second Public 

Meeting

Spring 2013

Environmental 

Clearance from 

FHWA

December 2013

Expected Letting 

Date Phase I 

Construction

April 2015

Expected Completion 

of Phase I 

Construction

Summer 2017

Begin ROW 

Acquisition

January 2014



15 Minute Viewing Period 

Recess
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Public Comment Period 

• Use the microphone

• State your name

• State your interest in the 

project

• Give your comments on the 

project

• Please observe 3 minute rule 



Mailing Address

P.O. Box 1717

Pharr, TX 78577
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Physical Address 

600 W. US 83 Expwy

Pharr, TX 78577

• Fax comments to (956) 702-6110

• Email to Robin.Gelston@txdot.gov

• Leave comments at registration table tonight

• Mail or drop off comments: 

Comment period ends Sunday, 

November 25, 2012

Adjournment – Thank You For 

Participating


