
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
2014 TIGER Grant Application 
 
Project Title:  South Orient Railroad (SORR) Rehabilitation Project 

Appendix C: Letters of Support 
April 24, 2014 
 

 





Phone: 432/336-2264 
Fax: 432/336-6114 
Email: edc@fortstockton.org 

Attn: Doug May 
1000 Railroad Avenue 
Fort Stockton, Texas  

SAL SALAZAR 
PAUL GOLLIHER 
MARY GALLEGOS 

JIM IVY 
PAUL WEATHERBY 
E.D.D.: DOUG MAY 

 
March 28, 2014 

  
Anthony Foxx - Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
United States 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx, 
 
The City of Fort Stockton, Texas and the Fort Stockton Economic Development Corporation support the Texas 
Department of Transportation TIGER Grant application for the rehabilitation of the South Orient Rail from 
Sulpher Junction to Fort Stockton.  Rehabilitation of the rail will allow for the creation of new jobs, increased 
capital investment and diversification of the local and regional economies.  There has been a significant        
increase in traffic on the line and we have received numerous requests for new service.  These requests for   
service and the new capital investment and job creation associated with increased rail traffic cannot be fully 
realized until improvements to the rail infrastructure are completed.   Therefore, the Fort Stockton Economic 
Development Corporation agrees to provide TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($200,000) in local 
funding toward the completion of this project should the Texas Department of Transportation receive TIGER 
Grant funding. 
 
Respectfully, 

  
  
  

Doug May 
Executive Director, Fort Stockton Economic Development Corporation   



















 
 
 
 

March 11, 2014 
 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington D.C. 20590 
 
Subject:  Support for the Texas Department of Transportation TIGER VI Discretionary 

Grants Application 
 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
 I am writing to support the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary 
Grants Application that will provide funds for the South Orient Railroad Rehabilitation 
project. 
 The South Orient Railroad serves an important trade corridor connecting 
Chihuahua in northern Mexico with the heartland of the United States.  Here in Presidio 
County we have been very active in coordinating transportation infrastructure projects 
with planners in Mexico as well as our own State and Federal Government.  I can report 
with confidence that TxDOT’s application is enthusiastically supported for its potential 
contribution to our regional transportation plans. The improvements to the railroad will 
have a significant impact both on the region and the nation.  The project has been 
environmentally cleared, meets all state and federal requirements, and is a “shovel-
ready” project that can be initiated rapidly in the Economically Distressed Area where 
the project improvements are located. 

 TxDOT’s TIGER VI application for the South Orient Railroad has the 
enthusiastic support of Presidio County and I strongly urge the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to give serious consideration to this application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Paul Hunt 
eljuez@att.net 
 

Paul Hunt 

Presidio County 

Judge 

300 N. Highland 
P.O. Box 606 

Marfa, TX  79843 
432 729-4452 tel. 
432 729-4453 fax 

presidiocounty@att.net 
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