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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4305

. July 20,2010

Mr. Dana Gresham
Assistant Secretary for Government Affairs
Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, District of Columbia 20590

Dear Assistant Secretary Gresham:

I am writing to express my support for the TIGER IT Discretionary Grant program application
submitted to the Department of Transportation by the Dallas, Garland & Northeastern Railroad,
the Texas Northeastern Railroad, and the Kiamichi Railroad (the Rail Group).

As you and your staff review the proposal, I trust you will give full consideration to the many
strengths of this application. As you know, the Rail Group is requesting $17.1 million in funding
to support the Sunbelt Regional Short Line Project. The initiative will upgrade strategic side
tracks and industrial leads to accommodate current and future traffic growth and allow for the use
of heavier 286,000 pound railcars. Additionally, rail improvements will include upgrading
curves, resurfacing track and replacing bridge components. A grant award will support
investments in infrastructure that will strengthen the flow of goods and commerce thus spurring
economic activity in Northeastern Texas, Southeastern Oklahoma, and Southwest Arkansas.

I would appreciate your efforts to ensure that I am kept informed as to the progress of this
application. Please contact Andrew Blaylock, my Grants Coordinator, with any developments
regarding this proposal as soon as they are available.

Thank you for your assistance and consideration.

Sincerely,

United States Senator

JC:ab



KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
TEXAS
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COMMITTEES:
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BANKING

COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4304

August 3, 2010

Gilbert "Gil" Wilson
Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11th Street
Austin, TX 75058

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the grant proposal for the Sun Belt
Regional Short Line Railroad Project submitted to the U.S. Department Transportation. I
appreciate your letting me know of your organization's plans, and Iam pleased to support the
application.

Ihave contacted the Department on your behalf and have encouraged them to carefully
consider the merits of this grant proposal and the positive impact it will have on short line freight
rail in Northeastern Texas, Southeastern Oklahoma, and Southwest Arkansas.

Iam committed to ensuring that each grant application receives a fair and thorough
review, and you may be certain that I will continue to monitor the progress of this proposal. As
the application process moves forward, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

son

KBHlls

Web=http://hutchison.senate.gov
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3603

OKIJ\HOMA CITY OFFICE
1900 N.W. Exmss\,/'1. SUITE 1210

OKlAHOMA CITY. OK 73118
1405) 608-4381

The Honorable RRY Lal-Iood
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

It is my understanding that <>trCk ~¥the Kiamichi Railroad has applied for the
TIGER II Grant for the short line freight railroad operating in southeastern Oklahoma, southwest
Arkansas and northeastern Texas. The Texas Department ofTransportation is the lead applicant,
with support from the Oklahoma DOT. They will be working with an innovative and unique
collaboration of the three separate short line freight railroads, which will make critical
infrastructure improvements in the three states: the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR); the Dallas,
Garland & Northeastern Railroad (DGNO); and the Texas Northeastern Railroad (TNER). The
work will involve upgrading strategic side tracks and industrial lead tracks to accommodate
traffic growth allowing for the use of heavier 286,000 pound rail cars, eliminating rail joints,
replacing crossties, adding new ballast, upgrades to over 380 rural highway rail grade crossings
to improve public safety. These are just some of the planned improvements.

The upgrade will provide gains in economic competitiveness, improving the quality ol'
life and increased utilization of environmentally responsible transportation by allowing
businesses to move heavier materials by rail instead of over the highway system.

The local match for these projects will be provided by privately owned freight railroads,
allowing the three States to improve transportation infrastructure and keeping the project in a
state of good repair.

I thank you, in advance, for reviewing the application for the Kiamichi Railroad
combined project and for giving the application all due consideration.

Please contact Julia Clay in my Tulsa office as to the progress of this application and the
final decision. She can be contacted at 918-748-5111.

hup:/Iinhofe.senate.gov
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I look forward to working with you in the future and if! can be of further assistance,
please do not hesitate to call.

JMI:jwc



DENNIS R. BAILEY
State Representative
District 1
2300 North Lincoln
State Capitol Building, Room 324
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
405.557.7363 800.522.8502
E-MAIl: dennis.bailey@okhouse.gov

COMMITTEES:
Agriculture & Rural Development
Appropriations Sub-Committee on
Human Services
International Relations & Tourism

Boust of iltprtstntatiutB
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

August 2,2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project being
submitted by the State of Texas and the Texas Department of Transportation for freight rail
improvements in Oklahoma and Texas under the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

The benefrts from this project are crucial for McCurtain County, one of our most economically
distressed rural areas and will be of great economic importance to Oklahoma.

Improvements to the railroad are vital and will be an enormous positive impact and the investment will
support continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout the State of Oklahoma. The creation of and
retention of jobs during construction and then upon completion of the proposed project would be of
great benefit during these hard economic time, especially during the long economic down turn we are
experiencing. RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is a vital part of our communities providing the link to
the national rail network.

With improved rail service, our plants and terminals would benefit in meeting the demands placed
upon them for deliveries, service and not to mention the economic development opportunities that
opens up with such a project. The Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project along with the Kiamichi
Railroad in concert with the national railroad network system preserves a safe and efficient
transportation for the shipment of good throughout Oklahoma.

Very truly,

DRB:ddy



State Capitol Room 513A
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

(405) 521-5614
Fax (405) 530-2331

E-mail: ellis@oksenate.gov

Home Office:
P.O. Box 317

Valliant, OK 74764
(580) 933-4930

JERRY ELLIS
SENATOR

District 5

August 2, 2010

Ray LaHood, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

Please accept this letter as an Oklahoma Sate Senator expressing my full support for
the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project being submitted by the State of Texas and the
Texas Department of Transportation for freight rail improvements in Oklahoma, Texas
and Arkansas under the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program. The benefits
from this project are vital for the South Eastern Oklahoma region, one of our most
economically distressed rural areas in the State and will be of great economic
importance to Oklahoma.

Improvements to the railroad are vital and will be an enormous positive impact and the
investment will support continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout Choctaw and
McCurtain Counties. The creation of and retention of jobs during construction and then
upon completion of the proposed project would be of great benefit during these hard
economic time, especially during the long economic down turn we are experiencing.
RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is a vital part of all our communities providing the link to
the national rail network.
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Page 2

I endorse and support the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project in their efforts to receive
funding for this much needed project. I will assure you my full support of my position in
the Oklahoma State Senate. I strongly believe in this much needed endeavor; thus
knowing that it will not only have a positive affect on the communities served, but the
state of Oklahoma.

Sincerely,

~71~
2ator Jerry Ellis

District 5

JE:jm



BARBARA HORN MEMBER:

LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL

JOINT BUDGET
RUlES, RESoLUTIONS & MEMORIAlS

JOINT RETIREMENT & SocIAL SECURITY
INSURANCE & CoMMERCE
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OFfiCE: 870-898-88CO
HOME: 870-54Mi665

FOST OFFiCE BOX 64
FOREMAl'l, ARKANSAS 71836-0064 THE SENATE

STATE OF ARKANSAS

July 24, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project

Secretary LaHood:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project.

The benefits from this project are untold for our area and state. Improvements to the railway
network are critical and can be an enormous positive impact and investment with the
economy. No doubt, the creation of jobs during construction and then upon completion of the
proposed project would be of great benefit in the economic down turn we are experiencing.

With improved rail service our plants and distribution terminals would benefit it! meeting the
demands placed upon them for deliveries and service. RailAmerica Kiamichi Railroad is a
vital part of the economic impact for our area manufacturing companies. The Sun Belt
Regional Short Line Project can be one of the most important investments for infrastructure
and continuity for service and reliability.

Yours truly,

~;n~~
~lbaraHorn

THE ARK,,:"SAS SENATE L!TTLE Rocx. ARKA:"SAS 72201 TELI::I'1I0:"E (501) 682-6107



TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CAPITOL ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 2910
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910

(512) 463-0297 CAPITOL
(903) 891-7297 DISTRICT

(512) 463-1561 FAX
LARRY.PHILlIPS@HOUSE.STATE.TX.US

LARRY PHILLIPS
DISTRICT 62

August 2, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express my support a TIGER II grant application by the Dallas Garland &
Northeastern Railroad and the Texas Department of Transportation for the Sun Belt Regional
Short Line Project. This project is for freight rail improvements in Texas and Oklahoma under
the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

Improvements to the railroad infrastructure will have a positive economic effect on Grayson and
Fannin Counties, which I represent. In addition to improving the movement of freight from our
local factories and plants, the proposed project should also create jobs in our area. RailArnerica's
Dallas Garland and Northeastern (DGNO) Railroad also provides the only link to the national
rail network system in the area, thus making this project of particular importance to those I
represent.

Thanks again for your consideration. Please contact me should you have any questions
regarding this matter.

Best regards,

Larry Phillips

COMMI1TEES: TRANSPORTATION, VICE CHAIRMAN· GENERAL INVESTIGATING & Ennes, VICE CHAIRMAN· CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM



R.C. PRUETT
State Representative
Jistrict 19

COMMITIEES:

:apitol:
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd
State Capitol Building, RM 540A
Jk.lahoma City. OK 73105-4885
:405) 557-7382
~800) 522-8502
'cpruett@okhouse.gov

Vice Chair - Wildlife
Ag and Rural Development

A & B Subcommittee on
Revenue and Taxation

~tfous£ of ~£pr£5.enfnti&£s
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

-lorne:
=.o. Box 969
!!"ntlers, OK 74523
;580) 298-5577

August 2. 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary. U. S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Rc: Support for TXDOT Tiger IT Application, Freight Rail lmprovernents. Oklahoma and Texas

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I an} wrirmg to express my strong support for the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project being
submitted by the State of Texas and the Texas Department of Transportation for freight rail
improvements in Oklahoma and Texas under the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment
Program.

The benefits from this project are crucial for our area a" it affects Choctaw and McCurtain
Counties in Southeast Oklahoma. a poverty stricken area of our state, and this will be of great
economic: importance.

Improvements to the railroad are vital and will have an enormous positive impact: the investment
WIn support continued safe, reliable rail service throughout the state of Oklahoma. The creation
of and retention of jobs during construction and then upon completion of the proposed project
would be of great benefit durinz these hard economic times. Rail America 's Kiamichi Railroad is- ~
a "ita] part of our communities and provides the link to the national rail network. The Sun Belt
Regional Short Line Project along with the Kiamichi Railroad together with the national railroad
network system preserves a safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of goods throughout
Oklahoma.

Ifyou need additional information on this project. please give me a call.

Sincerely.

~./~\ ~tt/_'·f:u r : -----
'i d,' ....:..-- .»

R. C. Pruett
State Representative
District 19

RCP:gf



WALIACE MARTIN, COUNTY JUDGE
HEMPSTEAD COUNTY

P.O. SOX 1420
Hope, Arkansas 71802-1420

June 14, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Hempstead County, Arkansas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the
Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by Texas Department of Transportation
and RailAmerica forthe 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad that operates between
Hugo, OK and interchanges with the national railroad network system in Hope, AR. Business
like Ashgrove Cement in Foreman, AR and the Kiamichi Railroad in Hope, AR providing living
wage jobs in Southwest Arkansas. Ashgrove Cement as well as the Hempstead County, AR
depends on RaiiAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in concert with the national railroad network
to provide efficient transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Southwestern Arkansas.
It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance
and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support their
endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend
upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project wili support continued, safe, reliable
rail service throughout Southwestern Arkansas. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to
us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people
in this region back to work.



CLAYTON CASTLEMAN
County Judge.

Little River County

July 16, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Little River County, Arkansas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt Regional Short
Lfne project being submitted by Texas Department of Transportation and RaiiAmerica for the 2010 National
Infrastructure Investment program.

Little River County not only supports this important project we also intend to be the lead agency in Arkansas and
administer the grant, if it is selected, in concert with the Texas Department of Transportation and RailAmerica by
processing the agreements and funding throughout the County as we do on similar projects of this nature.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas. In Little River
County, Arkansas improvements will be made between Arkinda, AR and Foreman, AR along the Kiamichi Railroad
that operates between Durant, OK and Hope, AR with Ashgrove Cement in Foreman, AR as both a major rail shipper
and major employer to this area providing living wage jobs. Ashgrove Cement as well as the Little River County, AR
depends on RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in concert with the national railroad network to provide efficient
transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Southwestern Arkansas. It is neither practical nor cost effective
to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support their endeavors to secure
capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional
Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout Southwestern Arkansas. As
RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and
put unemployed people in this region back to work.

Respectfully,Vr~~
Clayton Castleman

County Judge

Office of the County Judge 351 North Second Street, Suite 4
Ashdown, AR 71822 * (870) 898-7202 * e-rnail: clarabell@sbcglobaLnet



DANNY ANTWINE. Member
Oist. 1, Boswell

RANDY ROBERTSON, Member
Dist. 2 Hugo

ROGER VANDEVER. Membe
Dist. 3 Ft. Towson

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
CHOCTAW COUNTY

Phone: 580 . 326-5331 300 EAST OUKE FAX. 580 '326-8052
HUGo, OklAHoMA 747 4J

July 28, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Choctaw County, Oklahoma please accept this letter of support for the Sunbelt
Regional Short Line project being submitted by the State of Texas and the Texas Department of
Transportation for the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Oklahoma, Texas and
Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in Oklahoma
between Fort Towson, OK and the Oklahoma/Arkansas state line that operates throughout
Choctaw County connecting the region with the national railroad network system.

Business and agencies such as Western Farmers Electric Cooperative near Fort Towson, OK
and the Idabel Industrial Development Authority depends heavily on the KRR in concert with the
national railroad network system to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of
coal used to produce electricity to rural electric distribution cooperatives and other goods while
providing living wage jobs to economically distressed areas in Oklahoma. It is neither practical
nor cost effective to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes
typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's KRR Railroad is an economic importance to Choctaw County, Oklahoma and we
fully support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure
customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support
continued I safe, reliable rail service throughout the State of Oklahoma. As RailAmerica has
communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs
and put unemployed people in this region back to work.



IDABEL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPlVIENT AUTHORITY
7 Southwest Texas
Idabel, OK 74745

April 14, 2010
The Honorable Ray H. laHood
Secretary, U.S.Department or Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf ofthe Idabel Industrial Development Authority of Idabel. Oklahoma, it is my pleasure to write
a letter of support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Une project being submitted by RaiiAmerica for the
2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

Idabel is located along the Kiamichi Railroad between Hugo, OK and Foreman, AR with ample
developable land for our rail served industrial park. Idabel depends on RailAmerica's KiamichiRailroad

(KRR)in concert with the national railroad network to provide efficient transportation for the shipment
of goods throughout Southeastern Oklahoma. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck large,

heavy bulk materials such as lumber, chips, lime rock due to the distance and the volumes typically

shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support their
endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend upon.
Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Une project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service

throughout Southeastern Oklahoma. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt

Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to
work.

~~I~
Walter Frey

Chairperson, Idabel Industrial Development Authority

phone: (580) 286-3305 fax: (580) 286-6708 e-mail: iida@idabeloknet



DrueBynum
Grayson County Judge

29 July, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

On behalf of Grayson County, Texas, it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt
Regional Short Line Project being submitted by Texas Department of Transportation and RailAmerica's
Dallas Garland & Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2010 Nationallnfrastructure Investment
Program.

The Sunbelt Project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas.
Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO Railroad that operates throughout Grayson County and
connects with the national railroad network system in Denison, Texas. Business such as Lattimore
Materials Company in Melissa, Texas depends heavily on the DGNO Railroad as their only rail
connection in Grayson County to the national railroad network and provides living wage jobs within the
County. Lattimore Materials Company as well as Grayson County, Texas depends on RaiiAmerica's
DGNO Railroad in concert with the national railroad network to provide safe and efficient transportation
for the shipment of goods throughout Texas. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck large, heavy
bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailArnerica's DGNO Railroad is integral to our community and we fully support their endeavors to
secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the
Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable, rail service throughout Grayson
County, Texas. As RaiiAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line
project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work.

b::6~
DrueBynum
Grayson County Judge

DB/mhp

100 W. Houston, Suite 15 • Shennan, Texas 75090
Office: 903813-4228· Fax: 903 892-4085

Email: bynumd@co.grayson.tx.us



D
C.OL L IN C 0 L L I N C 0 U' N T Y

Ii'
Commissioners Court

2300 Bloomdale Road
Suite 4192

McKinney, Texas 75071
www.collincountytx.gov

August9,2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Collin County, Texas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt Regional
Short Line project being submitted by Texas Department of Transportation and RailAmerica's Dallas
Garland & Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO Railroad that operates throughout Collin
County and connects with the national railroad network system. Business such as Lattimore Materials
Company in Melissa, TX depends heavily on the DGNO Railroad as their rail connection in Grayson
County to the national railroad network and provides living wage jobs within the County. Lattimore
Materials Company as well as Collin County, TX depends on RaiiAmerica's DGNO Railroad in
concert with the national railroad network to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment
of goods throughout Texas. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck large, heavy bulk

-materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RaiiAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support their
endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail mtrastructere customers vitally depend upon.
Funding for the Sun belt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service
throughout Collin County, TX. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt
Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to
work.

MattS~

Respectfully,

Je oagland; mmissioner, Pet. 2
ArrEST:. .. ~.

. ~~
Kathy warcr,co-.nisSfoner, Pet. 4Joe



HUNT COUNTY
POST OFFICE BOX 1097 • GREENVILLE, TEXAS 75403-1097

JOHN L. HORN
HUNT COUNTY JUDGE

KATRINA PEMBERTON
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

(903) 408-4146
(903i 408·4299 FAX

August 2, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood.

On behalf of Hunt County, Texas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt
Regional Short Line project being submitted by Texas Department of Transportation and
RailAmerica's Dallas Garland & Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2010 National
Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO Railroad that operates throughout
Hunt County that connects with the national railroad network system. Business such as
Lattimore Materials Company in Royse City, TX depends heavily on the DGNO Railroad
bringing aggregates from Oklahoma as their only rail connection is through Hunt County to the
national railroad network and provides living wage jobs within the County. Lattimore Materials
Company as well as Hunt County, TX depends on RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad in concert with
the national railroad network to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of
goods throughout Texas. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck large, heavy bulk
materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support their
endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend
upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable
rail service throughout Hunt County, TX. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the
Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this
region back to work.



CITY OF FOREMAN
200 Schuman * P.O. Box 10 * Phone (870) 542-7434 * Fax (870) 542-6101

FOREMAN, A.RKANSAS 71836

April 14, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

::a::::e~::::::~~rkansas;~~;~~!tj~~9Pu~port fortheSunbeltRegional
Short line project being submitWi5~~inerica for the 201-e.)ja1j,tifli'n.lnfrastructure Investmentprogram. /Z~::j~'.~C~~$~~~~\
Foreman, AR is located along th~ami 'OK-fifnd i1ope, AR with Ashgrove

Cement as both a major rail~hi1>.P~ran • " ea~ij:hH~ng wage jobs. Ashgrove

Cement as well as the City drpFre~an,· rica'sKi~~fc~i Railroad (KRR) in concert

with the national railroad n:\work \> pbrtatiqh for t~ shipment of goods.. - . .•.

throughout Southwestern Ar~nsas.lt .•.· r co~effecti{e to truck large, heavy bulk

materials due to the distance a~ the~ . _~yia rail.,..?
~...t:if .:~~i-:;,~~~A"~{~~~/

RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is an-~Wt~p~ t.~Ar,.~pi'f-A'~ty and we fully support their'
--. '.'. r.;~~~:: :E=..:.i~ ·~;:;':.Z~~.~:.~ "./'

endeavors to secure capital for reinvest~1!Jfle*<l1L~tructure customers vitally depend upon.

Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service

throughout Southwestern Arkansas. As RaiiAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt

Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to

work.

Respectfully,

David Wilkinson, Mayor



City Manager- 326-2727
Treasurer- 326-7755
Fax- 580I 326-0071 CITY OF HUGO

3)1 South ~
BUGO.OKLABOlIA 74743

Clerk- 326-5616
Water Department- 326-2344

J~28,2010

The Honorable Ray H_ laHood Secretary~
U.8. Department of Transportation 1200
New Jersey Avenue. SE Washington, DC
20590

Dear Secretary laHood,

On behalf of the City of Hugo, Oklahoma please accept this IeHsr of supportfcr the
SunbeJt RegionalShort Une project being submilted by the State of Texas and the Texas
Department d Transportation fo.-the 2010 National Infrastructure In<<tStnwnt program.

The Sunbelt project win invotve raUimprovement work in three states; Oktahoma Texas
and Arkansas. Rail improvements wli be made along the Kiamichi RaiWad (KAR) in
Oklahoma between Hugo, OK and the Oklahoma/Arkansas state line that operates
tIvoughout Choctaw and McCurtain Counties. In realityJ the KRR rail COInleCtionat Hugo
is so vitalry important as it is one of, if not the only, rail access for Choctaw and
Pushmataha CoLnies in Oklahoma or Lamar County, Texas with the national
railroad network system.

Business in and .-ound the City of Hugo also along the KRR line such as Western
Farmers Electric CooperatiYe near Fort TaNSOIl, OK depend heavIy on the KRR in
concert with the laSt of the national railroad networiI; system to provide safe a1d
efficient transportation for the shipmem of goods while providing livi1g wage jobs to
economically distlessed areas in Oklahoma. n is neither practical nor cost effectiw to
truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes typically
shipped via rail.

RaiFAmerica"sKRR Railroad is an economic knportance to 1heCity of Hugo and we fully
support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rajl infIa5lruclure
customers vitally depend upon_ Fundi1g fortlle Su.melt Regional Short Une project will
support continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout the State of adahoma. As
RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, Ihe Sw1be1tRegional Short Une project
wiN protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work.

~~
vid Rawls, City Manager

of Hugo, Oklahoma

Circus City USA
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August 5, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the City of McKinney, Texas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for
the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by Texas Department of
Transportation and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland & Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for
TIGERII grant funding through the U.S. Department of Transportation.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states: Texas, Oklahoma
and Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO Railroad that operates
in and around the City of McKinney and connects the city with the national railroad
network system providing for the safe and efficient transportation of goods throughout
Texas. Businesses along the Sunbelt line, along with the City, depend heavily on the
DGNO Railroad as the only rail connection to the national railroad network.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important partner to our community and we fully
support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure
customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project wiii
support continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout the City of McKinney, TX. As
RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project
will protect existing jobs, as well as putting unemployed people in this region back to
work.

222 N. Tennessee • P.O. Box 517 • McKinney, Texas • 75070
972.547.7507 • Fax 972.547-2607



April 14, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

On behalf of the City of Paris, Texas, it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt
Regional Short Line project being submitted by RailAmerica for the 2010 National Infrastructure
Investment program.

Paris is located at the end of the branch on the Kiamichi Railroad South of Hugo, OK.
Campbell's Soup is both a major rail shipper and major employer to this area providing living
wage jobs. Campbell's Soup, as well as the City of Paris, is dependent on RailAmerica's
Kiamichi Railroad (KRR), who is the only local rail connection in concert with the national
railroad network to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of goods
throughout Northeastern Texas. Good rail service is also an important asset to have when
developing new economic development projects and the jobs they bring.

RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support
their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally
depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe,
reliable rail service throughout Northeastern Texas. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans
to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed
people in this region back to work. .

P.O. BOx 9037 • PARIS. TEXAS 75461-9037 • (903) 785-7511 • FAX (903) 785-8519
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August 9, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf ofthe City of Shennan, Texas, it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the
Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by the Texas Department of Transportation
and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland &- Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2010 National
Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in'three states: Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO Railroad that operates through the
City of Sherman, representing a crucial rail link that connects with the national railroad network
system. Business such as Lattimore Materials Company in Melissa, Texas, depends heavily on
the DGNO Railroad as their rail connection to the national railroad network through the City of
Sherman and provides living wage jobs within the County. Lattimore Materials/Company, as
well as the City of Sherman, depend upon' RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad in concert with the
national railroad network to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of goods

. throughout Texas.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important partner to our community; and we fully support
their endeavors to secure capital for 'reinvestment into the rail infrastructure that customers
vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support
continued, safe, reliable rail connection and service throughout the City of Sherman, Texas. As
RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will
protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in tills region back to work.

Respectfully,

William L. Magers, Mayor
City of Sherman

WLM:pc

P.O. BOX 1106· SHERMAN, TEXAS 75091-1106' (903) 892-7201
www.ci.sherman.lx.us
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July 28, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma (KEDDO) please
accept this letter of support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by
the State of Texas and the Texas Department of Transportation for the 2010 National
Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Oklahoma, Texas and
Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in Oklahoma
between Fort Towson, OK and the Oklahoma/Arkansas state line that operates throughout
Choctaw and McCurtain Counties connecting these areas with the national railroad network
system.

Business such as Western Farmers Electric Cooperative near Fort Towson, OK depends
heavily on the KRR in concert with the national railroad network system to provide safe and
efficient transportation for the shipment of coal used to produce electricity to rural electric
distribution cooperatives as well as Altus Air Force Base while providing living wage jobs to
economically distressed areas in Oklahoma. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck
large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RaiiAmerica's KRR Railroad is an economic importance to Oklahoma and we fully support
their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally
depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued,
safe, reliable rail service throughout the State of Oklahoma. As RaiiAmerica has
communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing
jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work.

Sincerely,

Danny Baldwin,

Executive Director

KEDDO • P.O. Box 638 • Wilburton, Oklahoma 74578 • 918465-2367 • Fax: 918465-3873
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June 15, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the United Transportation Union, UTU local # 965, It is my pleasure to write a letter of
support for the Sunbelt Regional short.Llne project being submitted by Texas Department of
Transportation and the Dallas Garland & Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 201 () National
Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.

The DGNO work for their McKinney Branch between Sherman, TX and McKinney, TX as well as the
Shennan/Garland subdivisions from Sherman. TX to Greenville, TX and down to Garland, TX will
upgrade the existlng rail line to the national standard capacity for 286,000 Ib rail car. UTU local # 965
as well as the customers and communities in Texas depends on RailAmerica's OGNO Railroad to
provide safe, efficient transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Texas while also providing
living wage jobs,

RallAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important partner and we fully support their endeavors to secure
capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the

. SunbeTt Regional Short Line project will support continued safe, reliable rail service throughout Texas.
As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect
existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work. .

Respectfully •

. ~

~ ey K. Cockrill

UTU Locar Chairman

•• _....-.....-,. ••• __ .J~'" ••••
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August 6, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. laHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the local American Transportation Dispatchers Association (ATDA) it is my pleasure to write
a letter of support for the Sun belt Regional Short line project being submitted by RailAmerica for the
2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

The ATDA represents the local operating and maintenance of way employees on the Kiamichi Railroad

headquarters in Hugo, OK and supports the efforts of the Klamichi Railroad as a major employer to this

area providing good living wage jobs. The ATDA along with the rail customers depends on RaiiAmerica's

Kiamlchl Railroad (KRR) in concert with the national railroad network to provide efficient transportation

for the shipment of goods throughout Oklahoma, Texas and Southwestern Arkansas.

RaiiAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad is an important part to our community and we fully support their

endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend upon.

Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service

throughout the Kiamichi Railroad. As RaiiAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt

Regional Short line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to
work.

Respectfully,

o;~~
Mr. Troy Nicholas, GeneraL Chairman, ATDA KRR



NRC 500 New Jersey Ave NW, Ste 400
Washington, DC 20001
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NATIONAL RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION, INC. (NRC)

The Honorable Ray LaHood
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE,Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing on behalf of the National Railroad Construction & Maintenance Association (NRC)to express my support for the
"Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project" submitted by the Texas Department of Transportation as part of the National
Infrastructure Investment Program (TIGERII). This grant application envisions track upgrades to three separate short line freight
railroads in northeastern Texas,southeastern Oklahoma, and southwestern Arkansas.

The NRCis the national trade association of construction and supplier companies that build and maintain the nation's rail
network, including both freight and passenger rail systems. Our members include several companies headquartered in Texas,
Oklahoma, and Arkansas.

In addition to the shipping improvements, economic efficiencies, environmental gains, and safety enhancements provided by
this project, hundreds of well-paying construction and manufacturing jobs will quickly be created once this project is approved.
The average salary and benefits of railroad construction track workers who work for NRCmember companies in Texas is more
than twice the prevailing wage paid to general laborers in this area. And, the construction skills that will be gained by workers
on this project will prove valuable even after these particular upgrades are completed. The workers will be able to transfer this
earned experience to the next set of major rail construction projects in our country, which will be the implementation of a
growing network of higher speed intercity passenger rail systems.

The railroads that own the infrastructure that would be upgraded via this project do not currently possessthe in-house
manpower to do this work with existing forces - they would contract the work out to the railroad construction community. The
contractor that wins the bid would then quickly hire workers to begin upgrading the tracks to accommodate traffic growth and
allow for the use of heavier 286,000 pound rail cars. The workers would be eliminating rail joints, replacing crossties, adding
new ballast, resurfacing over thirty miles of track, replacing bridge components, upgrading key interchanges where the short
line rail traffic connects to ClassI railroads, and improving over 380 rural highway-rail grade crossingsto improve public safety.

In addition to the railroad construction workers on site, additional jobs would be created at the facilities that produce the
crossties and at the manufacturing plants that make the construction equipment that will be used to perform this work.

Thank you for your consideration of the Texas Department of Transportation's application. Please do not hesitate to
contact me with any questions you may have regarding the job creation associated with the rail infrastructure
construction work in this application.

Sincerely,

Chuc£~jef'
Chuck Baker
President
National Railroad Construction & Maintenance Association (NRC)
Phone: 202.715.2920
Email: cbaker@nrcma.org
http://www.nrcma.org





ASH GROVE CEMENT COMPANY-----------[ : J~----------
11011 Cody Sireet

OVerland Palk, Kansas 6621 0
PHONE 913/451-8900 FAX 913-451-5697

April 20, 2010

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project.

Dear Secretary LaHood;

We are writing to express our strong support for the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project.

The freight railway network that this project will impact is vital to our economy at the local, regional and national levels. Hundreds
of shippers rely on this network to move their cargo in the most cost-effective and environmentally conscious manner possible.
Many of these lines were constructed over a century ago and the network includes many hundreds of miles of railway
infrastructure consisting of very old components that are badly in need of replacement. These poor conditions limit capacity, limit
transport speed, and lead to increased accidents and derailments. This raises costs for shippers, reducing their competiveness.
Some portions of the network are even threatened with abandonment that would result in loss of freight rail service entirely.

This project is composed of a suite of carefully planned and complementary sub-projects that will target the most vital,
problematic and endangered network segments. These are long-term capital investments that will result in a much healthier
network with substantially reduced maintenance costs for many decades. The improvements will reduce bottlenecks, preserve
transport links and systematically enhance freight rail traffic flow tbroughout the region. The project will benefit both urban and
rural areas by creating an immediate and substantial stimulus in the supply and services industries as well as generating long-term
economic benefits including sustained employment growth.

As Transportation Manager for Ash Grove Cement Company, I have responsibility for rail shipments for our plants and
distribution terminals in the Midwest. We have a manufacturing plant in Foreman; AR that manufactures and distributes cement
by rail over the rail network covered Kiamicbi Railroad. We have recently completed a new plant expansion in Foreman, AR that
will increase our production capacity from 950,000 tons per year to 1.7 million tons per year. A large percentage of this increased
capacity will move over Kiamichi lines to markets including Shreveport, LA, Alexandria, LA, North Little Rock, AR and
Memphis, TN, as well as future markets our company may pursue. Maintaining and improving the rail network covered by this
application is essential to Ash Grove Cement Company's ability to effectively get our product to market.

L~~....-
a (Simon
ransportation Manager

Ash Grove Cement Company
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August 9. 2010

The Honorable Ray H. laHood
Secretary, U.S. Dept of Transportatfon
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
WashIngton, DC 20590

Dear secretary LaHood.

I am writing in support of the Sunbelt Regional Short Line Project being submitted by the
1X DOT and Rail America's Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) for the 2010 National Infrastructure
Investment program.

The much needed proposed raiJlmprovements will benefl1 Domtar by ensuring the vital
regional rail service, as well as the connection to the natiena! railroad network KRR
provides wIn continue to be available.

Rail transportation is a safe, efficient, cost effective and environmentally friendly mode of
transportation. Tntcday's economy it is extremely important to America's business
community to have ihis optfon availabre and reliable.

Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line Project will protect existing jobs and provide
opportunities for the unemployed workers in this regfon as well. Thank you for your
consIderation.

tephen W. Williams
Traffic Manager
Domtar Corp.
Ashdown Operations
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DURANT METAL SHREDDING, LLC

701 S. McLean
POBox 1732

Durant, Oklahoma 74702
Phone 580-745-9558
April 19~2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secrcwy. U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington., D.C. 20S90

Dear Secretary laHood.

As managing member of Durant Metal Shl'eddin~ LLC, I wisll to express my perspective.

We as a company chose Durant. Oklahoma to put outTOCyc1ing plant due to the location of
RailAmerica Short Line Rail Road the Kiamicbi Railroad.
We bavccmployodas many as 30 people dir=ctly and givc:n as many some 600 iodirectjobs in our
orca. Currently we arc shipping about 480 cars of steel scrap per year. If we am. increase our
volume. we win increase the jobs in our area.

I have heard of a program to upgnsde ther.til line of the Kiamkhi Railroad. IffWKting is given to
this short line. it would allow "OleKiamiehi to improve their 1r.ackage and deliver and pickup rail
cars faster. The 2010 National rDfrastructure rnvesunent pmgt"'c:tm would be a boost to our area as
wen WI greatly improving service to Durant Metal Shredding~ LLC as well as an of the other
Kiamichi Railroad customers.
With this program we could S0e the following:

Expaad our car usage 10 1150 cars per year plus,
Double our direct labor force as well as our indirect labor force.
Allow US to use larger and longer cars which open up Dew markets
It will allev.'ether iRdasVy te me •••e Vim eur aNa.

Durant Mea1l shredding, LLC, higbly endorses Ute submission oftbis application. and hopes that

USOOT gives it full consideration.
Please keep us posted as to the programs possible application to our area.

~JOt. Fuiton
Managing Member



April 19, 2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

Lattimore Materials Company is pleased to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line
project being submitted by RailAmerica for the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment program.

Lattimore Materials Company is a major producer of Ready Mix Concrete and Aggregates in the states
of Texas and Oklahoma. The Aggregates materials produced are shipped via rail and/or truck to our
Ready Mix operations. We have one Aggregate Limestone Quarry in Stringtown, Oklahoma that
services two Rail Facilities. These rail facilities are located in Melissa and Royse City, Texas. We ship
1.5 to 2.0 million tons of Aggregates per year to these facilities.

Lattimore Materials Company fully supports RailAmerica with their endeavors to secure capital for
Infrastructure Investment program. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will greatly
enhance safety, quality and reliability of servicing our needs at Melissa and Royse City rail terminals.

Sincerely,

/./~
Paul Rouse
V.P. of Concrete Operations

DFW Division - Headquarters
P.o. Box 2469
Addison, TX 75001-2469
(972) 221-4646. (972) 221-4100 fax
www.lmctx.com

Houston Division
2222 Spring Stuebner Road
Spring, TX 77389
(281) 210-2777· (281) 210-2741 fax

San Antonio Division
19347 IH 35 North
New Braunfels, TX 78132
(830) 609-0072 • (830) 609-3393 fax
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August 6, 20 10

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: 2010 National Infrastructure Investment
Program

Dear Secretary LaHood:

This letter is in support of the proposed Sunbelt Regional Short Line
Project for the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment Program.

Livestock Nutrition Center operates several feed plants in rural
Oklahoma and Arkansas where we serve the cattle ranchers of the region,
One of our facilities is located in Foreman, AR and is served by
RailAmerica's KRR Railroad. The KRR Railroad is an important part of
our business and community. They are the vital link for all of the feed
ingredients that we distribute in the region. .Their continued service is
critical. Upgrading their track to 286,000 standards will keep them up with
the standard of the industry and will enable us to provide more product to
our customer base.

We support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into
the rail infrastructure. As RaifAmerica has communicated its plans 1;0 us,
the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and help
put unemployed people in the region back to work.

-.----_.... ._-----_ •._-_ ...--------
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April 27, 2010
The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Manner Plastics, L.P., it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt Regional
Short Line project being submitted by RailAmerica for the 2010 National Infrastructure Investment
program.

Manner Plastics is a compounder of flexible PVClocated in McKinney, Texas. Manner Plastics has been a

growth company, both in revenue and income, since moving to McKinney in 2000. A key element of our

past growth and continued growth is the availability of dependable rail service. Currently Manner

Plastics receives over half of its raw materials via rail, and is seriously considering expanding to ship

finished goods by rail. Without dependable rail service Manner would be at a disadvantage to its

competitors.

RailAmerica is an important partner to Manner Plastics and we fully support their endeavors to secure

capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure we so vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt

Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service to Manner Plastics and our

customers. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project

will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work, thus reflecting

president Obama's goals for this program.

Respectfully,

James Page
VP General Manager
Manner Plastics, L.P.
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April 23. 20 I0

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary. US Department ofTransportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue. SE
Washington. DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

From the employees and management of We Pack Logisticswe humbly write the US Department ofTransportation in
support of the Sunbelt Regional Short Line Project being submitted by Texas Department ofTransportation for the
20 I0 National Infrastructure Investment Program.

We Pack Logistics is a third party warehouse. distribution. and transportation firm with 165 employees supporting
fortune 500 companies inTexas and North Carolina. Our business provides support services to major manufacturers
with thousands of employees such as Kimberly-Clark Corporation. Campbell Soup Company. Sara Lee Bakery Group.
and Weyerhaeuser Company. On a daily basis.We Pack Logistics handles up to I30 tractor-trailers per day in North
EastTexas and with the improvements to the RailAmerica KiamichiLine we could continue encouraging our customers
to transfer this capacity from truck to rail removing up to 6.720 tractors from US highways annually

We Pack Logistics works closely with RailAmerica to deliver raw materials and finished goods to customers utilizing
multiple class I railroads and US domestic ports. We are in constant communication to seek opportunities to improve
efficiencies for manufacturers and retailers by encouraging more companies to use rail as a means to ship products.
Improvements to the Sunbelt Linewill aid in increased efficienciesand make North EastTexas and South East Oklahoma
more competitive in manufacturing. preserving the existing jobs and encouraging new ones.

We sincerely hope that the proposed National Infrastructure Investment application for the Sunbelt Regional Short line
project is funded. We Pack Logisticswill do everything we can to ensure that those dollars spent improve the economic
viabilityof NETexas and SE Oklahoma.

Respectfully Submitted.

land Harper
Vice President Research and Development

Me A

2300 SW 13th Street • Paris.Texas75460 • 903-737-0522 888-9WE-PACK Fax:903-737-0888

http://YNNI.Vlepock.com
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May 17,2010

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

On behalf of Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (WFEC), it is my pleasure to write a letter
of support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by RailAmerica for
the 20 10 National Infrastructure Investment Program.

WFEC is Oklahoma's largest locally owned power supply system. WFEC is a generation and
transmission cooperative that provides essential electric services to 19 member rural electric
distribution cooperatives, Altus Air Force Base, and other power users. With three generating
plants located at Mooreland, Anadarko and Hugo, WFEC has total power capacity of more
than 1,700 megawatts, when purchased power is included. WFEC depends on RailAmercia's
Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in concert with the national railroad network to provide efficient
transportation for the shipment of coal used to produce electricity. It is neither practical nor
cost effective to truck coal to WFEC's generation stations due to the long-distance nature of
the hauls and the volumes typically shipped.

RailAmerica is an important partner to WFEC and we fully support their endeavors to secure
capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure we so vitally depend upon. Funding for the
Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service to
WFEC and our customers. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt
Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this
region back to work, thus reflecting President Obama's goals for this program.

Respectfully,

/Or; ~ £JJ
Gary R. Roulet
Chief Executive Officer

GRR:DF:ad

A POVieriul Friend to:
A!fa!fa Electric Cccperanve . Altus /.oJ[ Force Base· Gaddo Electric CooperatIVe· Canacnen Va!:cy Electn:; Cooperanve - Choctaw Electric Cooperative - Cenarron Elecuic Coooerative

conoo Electric Cooperative - East Centra! Oklahoma HeCiric Cooperauve • Harmon El-2<:tr1CAssocaucn - Kay EICCiric Cooperative - K:amlchi Electric COCP(;i(-)\I v'1.':'
Kiwash Eleclrlc Cooperative - Ncrthfor'" Bectric Cooperate .•·e . Nortbv.estem Elcctnc Cocoeranve - Oklahoma Electric Cooperative - Peop'e's Electric Coooeranve

Red River Va!fey Rural Electric Associauon - Rural Electric Cooperative - SOUI~I€as;Ern Electr~: Cocperauve - Southwest Rural Etectnc Assoctauon
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115 COMMERCE DRIVE • SUITE C • FAYETTEVILLE, GA 30214 

TELEPHONE (770) 460-5553 • FAX (770) 460-5573 • E-MAIL ties@rta.org 

Publishers of 

CROSSTIES 
  
OFFICERS 
AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 
 

PRESIDENT 
William G. Downey 
Stella-Jones 
P.O. Box 231 
Ripley, WV 25271 
800.272.8437 
 
FIRST  
VICE PRESIDENT 
Jeffrey C. Broadfoot 
Thompson Industries, Inc. 
4260 Arkansas Ave. S. 
Russellville, AR 72802 
317.859.8725 

 
SECOND  
VICE PRESIDENT 
Jeffrey L. Parrett 
Wheeler Lumber, LLC 
P.O. Box 8 
Whitewood, SD  57793 
800.843.8304 

 
Gary G. Williams 
Koppers Inc. 
4020 Koppers Rd. 
Salem, VA 24153 
540.380.2870 
 
Janet W. Seaman 
Boatright Railroad Products 
P.O. Box 279 
Wilton, AL 35187 
205.665.3295 
 

William T. Moss, Jr. 
MiTek Industries, Inc. 
14515 North Outer Forty Dr. 
Chesterfield, MO  63017 
314.851.7324 
 
Frank S. Beal 
Beal Lumber Co., Inc. 
P.O. Box 409 
Little Mountain, SC  29075 
803.932.2100 
 
Clyde E. Lobb 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
3001 Lou Menk Dr. 
Fort Worth, TX  76131 
817.352.6442 
 
Robert J. Churma 
Canadian Pacific 
401 9

th
 Avenue SW 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 4Z4 
403.319.7746 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
James C. Gauntt 
 
ADMINISTRATOR 
Deborah L. Corallo 

 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    August 13, 2010 
 
The Honorable Ray H. LaHood 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Sent via electronic mail to:  Robert.Mariner@dot.gov 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Railway Tie Association (RTA) to express my support for the 
Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project submitted by the Texas Department of 
Transportation as part of the National Infrastructure Investment Program (TIGER II). This 
grant application involves track upgrades to three separate short line freight railroads in 
northeastern Texas, southeastern Oklahoma, and southwestern Arkansas.  

The RTA is the national trade association involved with manufacturing, safety, 
resources & statistics that produce wood ties that are essential to build and maintain the 
nation’s rail network, including both freight and passenger rail systems. Our members 
include 201 companies in Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas. 

Any contractor that wins the bid would have to quickly order the 117,885 wood ties to 
begin upgrading and replacing crossties under the tracks to accommodate traffic growth 
and allow for the use of heavier 286,000 pound rail cars. In addition to the railroad 
construction workers on site, additional jobs would be created at the facilities that produce 
the crossties and at the manufacturing plants that make the construction equipment that 
will be used to perform this work. 

Thank you for your consideration of the Sun Belt Regional Short Line Project 
application. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have 
regarding the job creation associated with the wood tie component that the road to 
the future is built upon. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

James C. Gauntt 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Robert.Mariner@dot.gov
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