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Mr. Ray LaHood

Office of the Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Re: TIGER Grant Application for the South Orient/Texas Pacifico Railroad Rehabilitation from
San Angelo to Sulphur Junction

Dear Secretary LaHood,

Howard College is pleased to support the Texas Department of Tra nsportation's submittal of the
South Orient/Texas Pacifico rail line rehabilitation project under the TIcER (Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery) Discretionary Grants Program.

This project is vital to increasing the usage of our railroad and supporting our economy. The
railroad is being utilized by many industries including the agricultural and wind energy industries
to transport their products. These industries are a tremendous asset to preserving and utilizing
our natural resources. Currently, however, the lines are in a deteriorated condition so train
speeds average 10-25 miles an hour. There are many places on the line that need bridge work,
crossing rehabilitation, and rail replacement to increase the speed of the tracks. This project will
improve the railroad and allow more businesses to utilize this transportation avenue.

This project will help our communities from 5an Angelo to Fort Stockton utilize the rail line to
improve the economy, their jobs, and most importantly their quality of life. This project's
possibilities do not stop there. With the connections to the West and East this project has the
potential to influence all of Texas and into the rest of the States, not to mention the Port at
Topolobampo, which can affect the commodity trade with the rest of the World. The potential for
this project's ability to improve the economy and put people to work are endless.

We respectfully provide our support to the Texas Department of Tra nspo rtation's submittalof the
TIGER Discretionary Grants Program for the South Orient/Texas Pacifico rail line rehabilitation
project. This project will provide a tremendous boost to both our transportation system and our
economy.

Sincerely,

Provost, Howard College San Angelo

San Angelo Metropolitan Planning Organization
Texas Department of Tra nspo rtatio n, San Angelo District

"Education ... for Learning, for Earning, for Life!"
www.howardcollege.edu
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