






                    Franklin County Judge 
      Paul Lovier 
 200 N. Kaufman St.                                                              

    Mt. Vernon, TX 75457 
    (903)537-2342 (903)537-2418 Fax 

    Circa 1912                                    
 

 
Mr. Ray La Hood 
Secretary, U. S. Department of Transportation 
New Jersey Avenue 
Washington, DC 20590 
Attn: CFDA #20.933 
 
Re: Tiger III CFDA # 20.933 FY 2011 
 
Dear Mr. La Hood, 
 
I am writing to support a grant application, in the amount of $9,990, 045, which the Northeast 
Texas Rural Rail Transportation District (NETEX), is submitting under the provision of the 
TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT GENERATING ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT, “Tiger 
III” grant program.  This grant is of extreme importance to Franklin County. The Northeast Texas 
Rural Rail Transportation District includes: Collin, Delta, Hopkins, Hunt, Franklin and Titus 
Counties.  The grant application is specifically a Rural Freight Rail Transportation Project, which 
affects a vital infrastructure resource in counties such as ours. 
 
The NETEX Board of Directors, and contract operator, Blacklands Railroad (BRR), have worked 
diligently to save the C-Branch line (STL SW Cotton Belt Route) which would otherwise have 
been abandoned.  Without rail freight service, many small businesses and individuals on the 
NETEX Trail Line would face much higher transportation cost for the products they use in 
manufacturing, farming, ranching and construction. Rehabilitation of the rail line would assure 
shippers and receivers that service will continue to be available. 
 
NETEX and BRR have more than doubled carloads shipped during the last decade.  During this 
period, revenue has not been enough to make up for the millions of dollars of deferred 
maintenance that was inherited when the line was acquired in the mid 1990s.  The poor condition 
of the Line necessitates train operation to be at or under 10 mph.  This project would bring the 
Line up to a Class 2 Rail Line and would permit train operation up to 25 mph. NETEX is 
seriously concerned that the Rail Line could face closure for safety reasons if major rehabilitation 
is deferred.  This project will provide long term benefits of a sale, reliable and self-sustaining 
rural rail line.  The Project will immediately put people to work in a depressed rural area where 
wage levels are far below the State and National averages. 
 
I support this Application and urge DOT to give serious consideration and fund this application. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (903) 537-2342 ext. 6. 
 
Best Personal Regards, 
 
 
 
Paul Lovier 
Franklin County Judge 





















Commerce Economic Development Corporation 
1119 Alamo Street, Commerce, Texas  75428 

(903) 886-1121 - Fax: (903) 886-8929 
www.commercetxedc.org  - e-mail: bonnie.hunter@commercetx.org 

 
 

October 17, 2011 
 
Mr. Ray La Hood 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
New Jersey Avenue 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
RE:  Tiger III CFDA #20.933 FY 2011 
 
Dear Mr. La Hood: 
 
This letter represents my support of a grant application by the Northeast Texas Rural Rail 
Transportation District (NETEX) in the amount of $9,990,045, submitted under the provision of 
the TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT GENERATING ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT, TIGER III” grant 
program. This grant is of extreme importance to the Commerce Economic Development 
Corporation, as well as my community. The Northeast Texas Rural Rail Transportation District 
includes the following counties:  Collin, Delta, Franklin, Hopkins, Hunt and Titus. The grant 
application is specifically a Rural Freight Rail Transportation Project, which affects a vital 
infrastructure resource in Commerce.  
 
The NETEX Board of Directors and contract operator, Blacklands Railroad (BLR), have 
worked diligently to save the C-Branch Line (STL SW Cotton Belt Route) which would 
otherwise have been abandoned. Without rail freight service, many small businesses and 
individuals on the NETEX Rail Line would face much higher transportation costs for the 
products they use in manufacturing, farming, ranching and construction. Rehabilitation of the 
rail line would assure shippers and receivers that service will continue to be available. 
 
NETEX and BLR have more than doubled carloads shipped during the last decade. During 
this period, revenue has not been enough to make up for the millions of dollars of deferred 
maintenance that was inherited when the line was acquired in the mid 1990’s. The poor 
condition of the Line necessitates train operation to be at or under 10 mph. NETEX is 
seriously concerned that the rail line could face closure for safety reasons if major 
rehabilitation is deferred. This project will provide long term benefits of a safe, reliable and 
self-sustaining rural rail line. The project will immediately put people to work in a depressed 
rural area where wage levels are far below the state and national averages. 
 
I support this application and urge the DOT to give serious consideration and fund this 
application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Bonnie Hunter 
Bonnie Hunter 
Executive Director 

http://www.commercetxedc.org/�






 
 
 
 
October 24, 2011 
 
 
 
Mr. Ray La Hood 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
New Jersey Avenue 
Washington, DC  20590 
Attn:  CFDA # 20.933 
 
Dear Mr. LaHood: 
 
I am writing to support a grant application, in the amount of $9,990,045, which the Northeast Texas Rural Rail 
Transportation District (NETEX) is submitting under the provision of the TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT 
GENERATING ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT, "TIGER III" grant program.  This grant is of extreme importance to the 
Greenville Board of Development (GBOD).  The NETEX  District includes: Collin, Delta, Hopkins, Hunt, Franklin, 
and Titus Counties.  The grant application is specifically a Rural Freight Rail Transportation Project, which affects a vital 
infrastructure resource to Hunt County and the Greenville Board of Development. 
 
The NETEX Board of Directors, and contract operator, Blacklands Railroad (BLR), have worked diligently to save the C-
Branch line (STL SW Cotton Belt Route) which would otherwise have been abandoned.  Without rail service, many small 
businesses and individuals on the NETEX Rail Line would face much higher transportation cost for the products they use in 
manufacturing, farming, ranching and construction.  Rehabilitation of the Rail line would assure shippers and receivers that 
service will continue to be available. 
 
NETEX and BLR have more than doubled carloads shipped during the last decade.  During this period, revenue has not 
been enough to make up for the millions of dollars of deferred maintenance that was inherited when the line was acquired 
in the mid 1990's.  The poor condition of the Line necessitates train operation to be at or under 10mph.  This project would 
bring the Line up to a Class 2 Rail Line and will permit train operation up to 25 mph.  NETEX is seriously concerned that 
the Rail Line could face closure for safety reasons if major rehabilitation is deferred.  This project will provide long term 
benefits of a safe, reliable and self-sustaining rural rail line.  The Project will immediately put people to work in a depressed 
rural area where wage levels are far below the State and National averages. 
 
I support this Application and urge DOT to give serious consideration and fund this application. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Greg Sims 
President/CEO 
Greenville Board of Development 
P.O.Box 825 
Greenville, Texas  75403 
(903) 455 - 1197 
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