
,.r,,1':liililirlir'l .r{ l

October 24. l0l I

'l'hc l-lonorablc Ra1' [.alloocl

Secretar-v
LJ.S. Department Ol"l'rtttrsportatiotr
1200 Neri' .lersel Avcnuc. S.E'

Washington. DC 2059t)-000 i

Ilear SecrctarY Lal-loocl :

l am plcased to urite in supporr ol'the $21'i million l lCl:lt lll application to

lirnd tieight iail intiastntctttre improvelllents in sottth'nest '\rkrttrsas' 
s()uthsilstcrll

Oklahorna, and northcastcrn 
.l'exas. 'l'his projcsl is klro$'n iis thc Sun llclt ltegional Slrort

l_ine Raiiroad project, 'l'lic'l'cxas Dcpartrncnl ol''l'ransportittiou. oklalronla l)cpartntcnt

ul'-i'ransportationiODg'l'). a'd tlic r\rkansas State llighrral att.l l'ransportatiotr

l)eparrnre.nr { AS ll'f I) ) arc j ointll sutrm itting the appl i catr.rtr.

ASll'l'D. ODO',I'. and'fXDO'l'rvill bc rvorking u'rtlr a uttirlue ancl innovativc

collaborarion ol'thrc'c scparate shorr linc lieight railroads Iirakirtg critical inll'astructurc

inrfro,,.n 
"nls 

ro thrce ririlroads: thc Kiamichi ltailrozrd {Kltltt: the I)allas- (iarland' &

Northeasrern ltailroad (l)CNO): and thc'l'esas Not'thcasi,ern ltirilroad ( l'Nl:l{)'

l)1. cnr.isioning inrprovctncnts to a regional tran-si;ortatiott sl slcm. this application

acldresscs a core histoi.ical'lirnction ol'lcderal transportaiiorr polie ): lircilitating thc

improVemcnt ol-ifltc'l'.r/(r/c comnlclcs ancl transpgrliltion I ltis pl'ogranl pronrist-s

improucmcnts atbovc ancl bcyond what any onc sttttc flcting ott its own cotrlcl accomplisli'

ond it therclirre an ideal canclidate lbr'l'ICEI{ lll'

'fhc rvork riill iprolr,c upgracling stratcgic side tracks atrtl industrial lead tracks to

accommoclate traffic growth und i,llntn ibr thc usc ol'heavier 286.000 pound rail cars' 'l'he

pro-iect eliminates ,aiiioints" replaces crosstics. aclds ncu'ballast. resurlhccs over thirty

miles o1'track. r'cplaccs briclgc componcnts. upgraclcs ker intcrchanges *lrcre the shurt

lirre rail trallic colnects to Cilass I railroads, anti trpgratic:-i t)\lJr 57 rtrral highua-r-rail

gracie crossings to irnprovc public sall'ty'

-l'his cllbrt ryill proridc gains in cconortric coinpciitircltess. ill'llll'o\rlllents t()

clualitl ol'lilc- and incrcased uriliz-ation ol'cnr ironmcnttlir |cspoilsit-rlc tntnsportation b1

,ittor'ing railcustomcrs to utilizc hcavicr rail cars 1() trallsp()rt tttatcrials likc lin-rcstonc'

coal. ceincrl. end grai' I 
^m 

particularly eagcr lirr Arka's.s. gklahomn' itttcl 'l'exits ['

'i:ii 't.;il O;'ri rl il

j :. 1{)il, I-i(--:li::,Ii}
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realize ttre safety benefits of preventing injuries and fatalities at highway-rail grade
';;ffi;,}r",'Jrir";, n"ri-irnpro"iig motorist comprehension of crossing safety

warning devices.

I also note that the local match for these projects will be provided by privately

owned fi€ight raifroaOs, itrus allowing our States toimprove important Fansportation

iif*ri*rtir pv"n Outini this challeiging time of conslnined resources' The

ffi;;d;r *ourot i!ill;; tt"t ir.E*a repair, giraranteed bv ongoing private

invesfinent frilm the local freight railroads'

I believe that your TIGER III review teams will recognize the significant impacts

g,*t tftis projiri*outi t ave on the Nation and the region. This is a unique partnership

between three states-*J *'* private railroads to improve transportation infrastructure

ffiffi,r*ia to the economii competitiveness of our region and our country'

Thank you for your consideration of this application'

MLPlsj
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W'The Honorable RaY J

u. s. Deparrmr", 
"r 
;*li:*,i"ffiq

1200 New JerseY Avenue SE

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear SecretarY LaHood:

It is my understanding that Matt Ginsberg of Rail America on behalf of the sun Belt

Regional short Line Project ilas applied for the rtcgn III. This grant would enabtS oDoT'

ASHTD and TXDOT to h*dl" long term infrastructure needs by upgrading/ mainline, sidings,

key interchanges to accommodate cunent conlmefce and future heavy traffic growth' Rural

t igt *uy-ruil lrade crossings would also be improved for $9 Public's safety' There is a25Yo

lold maten for these projeits provided by privately owned freight railroads'

I thank you, in advance, for reviewing the application for Rail America and for giving the

apptication all due consideration.

please contact Julia Clay in my Tulsa office as to the progress of this application and the

final decision. She can be contacted at 9i 8-748-5 1 1 1 '

I look forward to working with you in the future and if I can be of further assistance,

please do not hesitate to call.

Hnited Ftstes Fensts
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3603

Sincet,

,sm",,
United States Senalor

JMIjwc

httpJ/inhoJe,strale. gov
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October11,2011

The Hsnorable R+Y LaHood

United States Deltartmenf of Transportatictt

L2{10 New lerseY Ave.5E

Washington, DC 2n5$0

Dear StcretarY LaHosd:

It is my pleacur{ to write thi$ lstter of support on b€half of the "Sun Btlt Regional Shon Line

projecf' aFplication for a Tlfi[R lll grant- The Texas DeFffrtfi]€nt of Transportation' oklahorna

Department of Transportatian tonor], and the Arkansas State Highway and Transpartatisn Departrnent

{ASHTD} are iointiy subrnitting the application'

This proposal is * m ulti-state ifiitiative th*t helps to en ure our fegion's cont'nuing €conoilrlc

competitiveness into the 21st century, this $2L"3 rn illio* gra nt applicatio* enuisions track upgrader to

short line freight railroads in southern oklahoma, southv*estern Arkansas' and northeastern Texas'

lmprsvernents to this interrelated netvrork of short line freight railroads will irnHove su5{$tnel'$ervice'

enhance cofnmunity livabiliiy, encfiurage environmenlally surtainabk tranqmrtatinn' and provide

meaningful safety enhfrncernents at trighway-rail grade crossings in our region'

Thewtrkw]!llnvolvtupsradingstrat*Hlcsidctracksandildu$rialleadtrackstoaccomrnodate
tra lfic growth and allow for the use of heavleriee,oou pound rail c6r5. The prsiect eliminates rail jointr,

replaces crossties, addr new ballast, rerurfaces over thlrly miles sf track, replaces hridge compsnent5'

upgrades key inte rchanE€$ where the $hort line rail trflffh coEnects to class I railroads, tnd #pgrades

over 5? rural highuiay-railgrade crossings ta ilnprove public safety'

ltloklahoma,theseprsposedraililFgradeswillbenefitirnportantrailcustomerslikethe
Western FarrneE Elec.tric Caaperatlve ", 

**li as improve the movernent of goods frorn and thraugh

oklahoma and Arkausas en rnute to Dallas and heyond. construclhn of the prolrosed enhancettents

will generate suer 33{1,000 hsurs of labor in the local workfsrse' Hswever' th* true benefits are the

l+ng ternr efficierrcy itnprovemenrs t0 raii transportation to and from Oklahorna' Arkansas' and

nariheast Texas which uill benefit transportation u5er5 for decades tE come'

Thankyouforvourtimeandcon*Jerationofthisapplif;atiofl'llyouneedanyadditionaf
information, please feel free to contBct me in rny washington' DC office at [202J 2?,5 27fl1'

2+t





JOHN CORNYN

TEXAS

}lfnifBb $lts.lex $,Pr'p;te
WASHINGTON, DC 2051H305

October 19, 2011

Mr. Dana Gresham

Assistant Secretary for Govemment Affairs

DePartment of TransPortation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, Southeast

Washington, District of Columbia 20590

Dear Assistant Secretary Gresham:

I am writing to express my support for the Transportation Investment Generating Economic

Recovery GIGER) Crant appiication submitted to the Department of Transportation by the

Texas O"p".t-"nt of Transportation, the okiahoma Department of Transportation and the

ArkansasStateHighwayandTransportationDepartment'

As you and your staff review the proposal, I trust yol_will give full consideration to the many

strengths of this application. As youknow, the fiGER proposal calls for the improvement of

freight rail infrastrucnxe in Northeast Texaso Southwest Arkansas, and Southeastem Oklahoma'

The irnprovements will be made on the Kiamichi Railroad, Dallas, Garland & Northeastern

Railroad and the Texas Northeastern Railroad. I have been informed that the work will include

upgrading side tacks and industrial lead tracks to accommodate ffaffic gowth and allow for the

use of heavier rail cars. Additionally, the project calls for the elimination of rail joints, the

replacement of crossties, adding new-ballast, ihe resurfacing of more than 30 miles of track, the

replacement of bridge components, upgrading key interchanges where the short line rail connects

with Class I railroaJs, and upgndiog *or" than 50 rural highway-rail grade $ossings to improve

public safety. As you can see, a grant award will support the partnership between the three

railroads and the three states as they aim to improve rail infrastructure to strengthen the flow of

goods and commerce and economic competitiveness in the region'

I would appreciate your efforts to ensure that I am kept informed as to the progress of this

application. Please contact Andrew Blaylock, my Grants Coordinator, with any developments

regarding this proposal as soon as they are available'

Thank you for your assistance and consideration'

4*tu
United States Senator
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Octaber 17,2011

The Hanorable RaY LaHood

United States Department of Transportation

1200 Nerv JerseY Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear SepretarY LaHood:

I nrn writing to express my support for the sun Belt Regional short Line Ploject TIGER III grzurt' The

Texas DeparfiIent of Transpottation (TXDOT), Oklahoma Depafiment of Transpotlation (oDoT)' and

tle Ar*ansas State Higffi unrt i**ponation Departmeut (ASHTD) are joirrtly subrnitting the

applicatiou,

This praposal js a multi-state initiative that helps to ensurc our regiorr's contifluing economic

competitiveness into lhe 21st centur.y. rhis $2i.: million grant application envisions track upgracles to

short line freiglrt raih.oacls'in southotn oklahoma, southrvestetn Afkatrsas' and nortlreastetn Texas'

Lnprovements to this interTelated netrvork of short lirre fieight railroads rvill improve custorner service'

enhance corrununity livabiliry, encoulago envilonrnentally sustainable tmnsportation' aud provide

meaningful safety enhan*r**rrt* at highrvay-rail grude crossings in our region

The rvork rvill involve upgrading sfi'ategic sitle tracks atd in<lustrial lead tracks to accomrnodate hnffic

grorvthan<lgilowfortlreusuoflreavier2s6,000porurdrailcars.Thepiojectdlirninatesrailjoirrts'
replaces crossties, adds nerv ballrut, resutfaces overthirty miles oftmck' re.places bridge cornponents'

*pgrades key interchaigu;'rui*r" the short line rzil trafltc connects to Class I railroacls' and upgrades over

sil*oul highwny-rail ga<le ctosshrgs to improve public safety'

For all of these reasons I supporl the surr Belt Regional short Lirre pnrposal' arrd I thank You for Your

consideratia* of trris application. please cro not t u-*irut" to contact K'isti Bogle inmy washington DC

offlice at (Z0Z)225-66?i pr klisti.bagle@rnail.hotlse.gov witl any qttestions you may have'

SincerelY,

furyru't'h,fld,{L
Ralph M. Hail
Member of Congtess

t ' ,i".iirii,. lx tiosl zxt 18s Nokrrr GBA\'':i srn:tl' sulrii l0l
(er2rrri elrs _ r.iiii,:,r.rrximss 're ffirtgH;li;-"' l;r',fi1si:'orix*usat€.s $lil1?l$i)r* inil:jro:l *i,iriri.zoaorrrx 'lllilii:li;i.^- (s31433+!/4rM
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l1{10 }Jcrv Jersel' Avtnu*" Sli

Washingtcn' Pg ?git){i

lJear Secrelar,v Lal loocl :

{}nbelrall.ofWesternl;arnr*rslilecrritCoaperalivcitl,llrliC)'pleirseacceFithislctttrirl'
supForr hrr rhe sun#r, ii-ei.*rr srrofl L;; p.oiecr hci'g subrnitted as a rnulti'stat*

p*rtnership bernecn it," grir* *f 'r-esas o*-fonnont *f f iansponation- rhc sratc qrl'oklahonra

Llcpartment of f ronrpo-rt.,tio*. onf .rfl" 
Srui- of '4rkan:*u State I ligl]1val and 'fransportatinn

Ilepartment far trre iirr t N*,inoar rntiasJ*ctrue rn'esrl*crrt llrogram- As part ol"tltis Proiect'

rail implovemr:nrs ,"irr i.,* marlc along the Kiarniclri ltailflrarl in oklahama'

wFac is oklahnma.s largest 1:call.v olrned p$wer supg:l,v $)'slcm' 'J/FEC is a gcncralion and

ransmission co*lxratir,c i'ut p'*vi,*"*.r*ii"l et.rcrric sen"iccs r* J3 nrembcr rurnl e lectric

distribution *uop*ruiiu**. Altus Air Farce Basq' and either porver users' Witlr thrcc g*lrcrating

plants lncarerl at ?vloorcland, Anattarko unJrltlg'i. wrlc has rotal Fo\frier capacity *l'more

rl.rnn l.?0* megarvars. Wtili(i tiepenels;tlqif;;;'l:i,:.!l"tc6 Railrnad in conccrl ttitlt

tlre natianal railroad'ircr$,ork lc pir,rvid* clficienr lrilll5porratlon ftrr the shipnrcrrt of coal lo

wFEC,s Huga coal t*rrcd clecfi. g.n..urinf;;;;"1' it is neitli'lr practicai nor cost cffective

rr) rrlrck c*nr t* wr;rif -s 
r rug* genrrr*,on ioiion duc r$ tlre lcrng-iis*ncc nar*r{ *r'rhc lraul

ancl thc volumts shiPPcd'

RailAnlerica iS at"t itttpotlltttt Ffirlner to 
-wF[C 

ilnd rv* stlpport their endcavols lt] st:iiilr{}

c*pital for reinvesln-,*ni i,'t,o fhc rail i"t*t*"t-'" *'* **p"nd r-rpon' l:undirrg lbr'lh* S*rrbclt

Il,cgicnal Sho* Line prlricct ,vill supporitn*tiit"**' srrt'e' reli.bie rail servicc ta Wl;l:C and

rluf uttstotngrs.
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LS{C-#
September 22,2A17

The Honorable RaYH' LaHood

i*t*t*y, U'S' Department of Transportation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear SecretarY LaHood:

Lattimore Materials Corp. is pleased to write a letter of suppor{ for the Sunbelt Regional Short

Line project nriog ,ob*itt"dly RailAmJ"u iot the 201l-National Infrastructure Investment

program.

Lattimore Materiars corp. is amajor producer of ready mix c,oncrete and aggregates in the states

of Texas and Oklahoma. The aggregate *u*iA* proioc"d are shipped via rait andlor tlck to

our ready mix operations. We hau" orr" agglegateiimeytone luarry 
in Stringtow4 Oklahoma

that service* t*o ,u' iu"ltities. These ruit"fl;iiti"s are located in Melissa and Royse city, Texas'

Weshipl.5to?.0milliontonsofaggregatesperyeartothesefacilities'

Lattimore Materials Corp. fully supportsRailAmerica with their endeavorc to secure capital for

Infrastruoture Investment progra$. F*dil i;,he lunbelt 
Regional short Line project will

grsatly en'ance ,urrt,'q"'Jt6;J reialitiiv of servicing o* n*"d* at Melissa a:rd Royse City

rail terminals.

SincerelY,

Lee Carroll
General Marrager- DFW Concrete

DFIU Division - Headquarterr
P. O. Box 2469
Addison, TX75AA1-2469
(912j2214&6
www.lmc!r.com

Ilouston Division
2222 SPt'$g Stuebner Ro ad

Spring,TX 77389
(28t) 7t0-2711

San Antonio Division
1934? IH 35 Nsrth
New Braunfels,TX 78112

t830) 609-0072



ASH GRO\rH CHMHI{T COMFAI\{-Y

11011 CodY Struet
Ovedand Pat*, lGnsas 6S210

pHor'IE s13 / 451{S0 FAX S13-1$14$97

$eptembet 22nd,2A1l
The Honorahle RaY H. l-aHood
Secretary, U.$. Departmcnt of Transportation
1200 h*ew JerseY Avenue' SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear $ecretary LaHood'

We ere writing to express aur strong support forthe Sunbelt Regional $hort Line project'

Our facility isiocated in Foreman, n*<anias located along the Kiamichi Railroad thet

operates betrveen i'lugc, OK and Hope, AR'

Ash Grove Cernent heavily depends on RailAmerica's Kiamichi Railroad {KRR} in

concert with, and connsding to, the national railroad network to provide $afe and

efiicient transportation systems for the ehipment of goode throughout $outhwestern

Arkansas cu$toiler$ fundamentally depend upon'

Existing rail conditions limit the capacity, apeed end competitiveness for.shippers and

custornerc atong the KRR. This proJec{ taritets the most vital, probtematic dreas that will

rcsult in r mu.tih"althier, modemiied transpo*ation system redueing the bottlenecks

while enhancing freight rail traffic throughout the region'

RailAmerica's KRR Railroad !s an economic imporiance and we fully support their

endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into tha rail infrastructure Funding for the

$unbelt Regional Short Line project rrrrill support continued, safe, reliable rail s€rvice
grroughout bouthwest Arkensarwftich is essential to Ash Grove Cement Company's

abilfu to effectively get our product to market'.

Reqpeelffr,
/'f

' -./;--rff r't-'-y----"'="-*-77- \-=-
.r'sdue $imon

fu' AstrGrove Cement ComPanY



INENEr-, IXNUSTRIAT DEVELOPMENT AUTUORITY
7 Southwest Texas
Idabel, OK 7 47 45

September 14,2011

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the ldabel lndustrial Development Authority please accept this letter of

support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted as a multi State

partnership between the State of Texas Department of Transportation, State of

bkl"hort Department of Transportation and the State of Arkansas State Highway and

Transportation Department for the 2011 National lnfrastructure lnvestment program'

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas' Oklahoma

and Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in

Oklahoma between Fort Towson, OK and the Oklahoma/Arkansas state line that

operates throughout Choctaw and McCurtain Counties connecting these areas with the

national railroad network system.
Businesses such as Western Farmers Electric Cooperative near Fort Towson, OK,

lnternational Paper Company in Valliant, OK, Sunset Molding Company in ldabel, OK

depend heavily on the KRR in concert with the national railroad network system to

provide safe ahd efficient transportation for the shipment of goods while providing living

wage jobs to economically distressed areas in Oklahoma. ldabel lndustrial

Oeietopment Authority is very supportive of this project as the RR parallels our

industriai park and uu- 
"r. 

presentiy negotlatinE with a company to locate here. They

will create 75 jobs but quality RR access is essential. lt is neither practical nor cost

effective to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes

typically shipped via rail.
RailAmerica's KRR Railroad is of significant economic importance to Oklahoma and we

fully support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure

"rrtor"r, 
vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will

support continued, safe, r"ii"bl" rail service throughout the State of Oklahoma' As

RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project

will protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work.

Walter Frey, llDA Chairman



Octcber 20, 2011"

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood

Secretary, U.5. Oeparlment of Transportation

1200 New iersey Avenue, S[

Washington, Dc 20590

Dear Secretary LaHoad:

From the employees and management of We Pack Logistics we humbly write the US Department of

Transportation in support of the Sunbelt Regional Short Line Project being submitted by Texas

Departrnent of Transportation for the 2011 Nationai lnfrastructure lnvestrnent Program.

We Pack Logistics a third party warehouse, distribuiion, and transportation firm with 165 employees

supporting fortune 500 companies in Texas and Narth Carolina, Our business provides support services

to rnajor manufacturers with thousands of employees such as Kimberly-Clark Corporation, Campbell

Soup Company, Sara Lee Bakery Grcup, and Weyerhaeuser Company. On a daily basis, We Pack

Logistics handles up to 150 tractor-trailers per day in North East Texas, but only 2 rail cars per day. With

improvements to the Raii America's Kiamichi Railroad Lines we could continue encouraging our

customers to iransfer current tr:uck traffic to rail, At a 20% success rate this would remove 9,750 tractors

from the US Highway Systern annually.

We Pack Logistics works closely with Rail America to deliver raw materials and finished goods to

customers utillzing multiple class I railroads and US dsmestic ports. We are in constant communication

to seek opportunities to improve efficiencies for manufacturers and retailers by encouraging more

companies to use rail as a means to ship products. improvements to the Sunbelt Line will aid in

increased efficiencies and make North fast Texas and South East Oklahoma more competitive in

manufacturing, preserving the existing jobs and encouraging new ones.

We sincerely hope that the proposed National lnfrastructure lnvestment application for the Sunbelt

Regional 5hort Line project is funded. We Pack Logistics will do everything we can to ensure that thcse

dollars spent improve the economic viability of NE Texas and 5E Oklahoma.

Respectfu I ly Subrnitted,

ffiffi&#&
-.|-l:i. - ffi'.-..".--#

23C0SW:3thS1,-eet ' P.rris, Iexas75460 ' 901-7i7-C52?

h t tir:/y'sq.r'1 seP)ock{orr

MAUSDAffi
BBB-9WE-FACK Far 903-737-0888



DUHANT METAT SHREDDING, LLC

701S' McLean

F O Bsx 1732

Durant, Oklahoma 74792

Phone 580-745-9558

$eptemher 19,2811

The Honorable RaY hl. l-aHood
$ecretary, U"$. Department of Transporiation

{20o Neiv Jersey Avenue' SE

Waahington, DC 905S0

Dear Secretary LaHood'

we are writing to express our strcrE suppd for the sunbelt Regional shorl Line proiect'

We as a company chose DurEnt' Ottahoma io put our recycling plant due to the locatlon ol

C"inmtrtca'd Kimiclri $hort Line Railrsad'

we have as rnafiy m 30 direct ernploy_eee affecting some s00 indirect iobo in our area'

Cunently r're have stripifr aeb cao it -t*f 
-*oiplhis 

yeaE if we can inc'rease our volurnE tve

can increaee jobs'

The 2011 National lnfrastrudure lnvestment program.s $unblt Regional $hort une proiect

lrould ailaw the Kiamicrri railroad to improve fi*iltracrage and deliver and pickup rat cars

faster and more "ffiri*f 
*a *ourc bea host to our arce as r|ell as greatly irnproving service

to Durant MetalShJd;tS,'liC"" *"llas all &re other Kiamiclrirailroad cus:tomere'

\Mth this program we could see the folloryving: . ,

EWanC out oi-u-ti-Ji o"uii,OOO-*'" pqr year doubling our cutrentvolume'

Deuble sur dGdl&r force es rnell as our indirect laborforce.

Allsw us t" ut*iitg* and longer cars which open uP new markets'

itwru 
"uo* 

other ifdustry to msve into our area'

DurantMatal$hredding,LLC,highlyendorsestresubmieeionofthisapplication'andhopes
that USDQT gives it fu[ ooneideration-

Fax 580-74F9358

ZAIZ1 fgtvd _rdHs lvl:ll^l tNfdrfl Sge6grrgsE 8a:68 TTAd/6I/68



?bxas $€mr
fffarefisuse & Sistribruti*ffi. frffic"

$eptember 16, 2011

The Honorable RaY l-t. LaHsod
Secretary, U. S " Depa rtrnent of Tran sportation
1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear $ecretarY LaHood,

we are writing to express our strong support for the sunbelt Regionel short Line pro.iect'

Our iacif ity isTocated in Dallas, texls located along the Dallas, Garland and Northeastern

Railroad (DGNO) that operates in the Dallas area'

Texas $tar warehouse heavily depends on RailAmerica's DGhio Railroad in concert with' and

conneciing to, the national raiiroad network to provide safe a1d effrgent transpodation sy$tems

for the shipment ot gooO* tni;ughout the $outhwest U.$.A. that customers fundamentally

depend upon.

Existing rail conditions limit the capacity, speed and competitiveness for shippers and

cu$tomers along DGN61 Railroad.'Tnis project targets the most vitat, problematic areas ihat will

result in a much healthier, modernized #ansportation system reducing the bottlenecks while

enhancing freight rail traffic throughout the region

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an economic importance and we fully suppori their endeavors

to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure funding for the $unbelt Regionai

i-fro't lin* pioject will suppo* continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout the Dallas area

and the Southwesi U.S.A.'which is esseniial to our ability to effectively get our product to and

from the nnarkets we serve'

Respectfully,
r" i ./LLJ '/ /i ',;',^-. *

-dj.+-'r 1.J

5e$CI €asf Grand Sv*ntle

rsr4j sEi-lsE$

*r $uifa *SS * &at{a* ?53AS"A31*

r*s re:4i sgi-l*s3



numc
Nrdr&61 finild*6

*$6!;rs{}l8i r *ti*1kl{id
at5€ittlls*

500 New JerseY Ave NW, Ste 400

Washington, DC 20001

Phone: 202-715-2924

FAX: 202-318-0867

Website: b:1'!Mg!lll4Jl*l
tse c;Bc d, aac t,rrltdd C,d'rrlnttsa tultt",

NauoNeL RATLROAD CONSTRUCION & MANTENANCE ASSOCTaTON' INC' (l'{RC)

The Honorable RaY LaHood

United States Department of Transportation

1"200 New Jersey Ave SE, Washington, DC 20590

Dear SecretarY LaHood:

I am writing on behalf of the National Railroad construction & Maintenance Association {NRC) to express my support for the

,,sun Belt Regional short Line Project" submitted by the Texas Department of Transportation as part of the National

lnfrastructure lnvestment program (TIGER lll). This grant application envisions track upgrades to three separate short line

freight railroads in northeastern Texas, southeastern oklahoma, and southwestern Arkansas'

The NRC is the national trade association of construction and supplier companies that build and maintain the nation's rail

network, including both freight and passenger rail systems. our members include several companies headquartered in Texas'

Oklahoma, and Arkansas'

ln addition to the shipping improvements, economic efficiencies, environmental gains' and safety enhancements provided by

this project, hundreds o1 *"1|-payins construction and manufacturing jobs will quickly be created once this project is approved'

The average salary and benefits of railroad construction track workers who work for NRC member companies in Texas is more

than twice the prevailing wage paid to generar raborers in this area. And, the construction skills that will be gained by workers

on this project will prove vatuable even after these particular upgrades are completed' The workers will be able to transfer this

earned experience to the next set of major rail construction projects in our country which witl be the implementation of a

growing network of higher speed intercity passenger rail systems'

The railroads that own the infrastructure that would be upgraded via this project do not currently possess the in-house

manpower to do this work with existing forces - they would contract the work out to the railroad construction community' The

contractor that wins the bid would then quickly hire workers to begin upgrading the tracks to accommodate traffic growth and

allow for the use of heavier 2g6,000 pound rail cars. The workers would be eliminating railjoints, replacing crossties, adding

new ballas! resurfacing overthirty miles of track, replacing bridge components, upgrading key interchanges where the short

line rail traffic connects to class I railroads, and improving over sz rural highway-rail grade crossings to improve public safety'

ln addition to the railroad construction workers on site, additional jobs would be created at the facilities that produce the

crossties and at the manufacturing plants that make the construction equipment that will be used to perform this work'

Thank you for your consideration of the Texas Department of Transportation's application' Please do not hesitate to

contact me with any questions you may have regarding the job creation associated with the rail infrastructure

construction work in this application'

Sincerely,
:z

1'----zpxcE; /.4{.{'{
Chuck Baker

President
National Railroad Construction & Maintenance Association (NRC)

Phone: 202.7t5.2920
Em ail : ci:a iPt{*:'1i"ru.q'$
lr!! il.#l$j rvW,rljrfl a q iii
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Mr. Ray LaHood
$ecretary of TransPortatisn
U.$. Department of Transporlation
1200 New JerseY Avenue, Sf
Washington, DC ?0590

Dear $scretary LaHcod:

Reference is made to fi.re applicati*n for the Sun Belt Regional Shartline Prcject

submitted by the Texas Departrnent of Transportation under the Fiscai Year 2011

TIGER Discretionary Grant Pragram.

The Ar,*ansas State Highway and Transportation Departmeni is pleased to be a

c*-applicant for thi; irnto*antl multi-state rural transportation impravemenl project' The

reference project has the potentiar to greaily improve highwaylrairroad.et-grade safety"

enhance economjc devetopmeni in a cepressed regicn and upgrade rail service ts area

industries.

lf additisnal information is needed, please advise'

Sincerely,

Scott E. Bennett
Director of HighwaYs

and TransPorlation

c: Depuiy Director and Chief Engineer
Assistani ta the Director
Assistant Chief f.ngineer - Planning
Planning and Research
Texas Department of TransportatiCIn
Oklahoma Department of Transpcrtation

SEB:Ll*iT ixj
G:iStatelvrde:C*rresp*nejeqcel,Cii{f1!?R TlGFRlliArpI*aiic:':il-irtoLeHciorj 0S15'11dacx
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September 15, ?01 I

Re: Letter of Sup1sort{or tht San Belt Regianal Short {'ine Pyoiect

USDOT Tiger III Grnnt Progt'am

The Honorable Ray Lallood, Seuetaly
IJ.S. Departttrent of Transportation
l?CI0 Neus Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

IJear SecretatY LaHoocl:

As Ar.ka'sa$ State Senalor from District 2l,I arn wr:iting to enthusiastioally silpport

efforts by the Kiamichi Raihoad's $unbelt Regional $hor-t line project fol'grant proglam

funds to assist r.vith the prapased improvements on the Kiarnichi, ntainly in tlre area CIf

Little River Ccunty, ntlnnras. The crcatisn of tocal jobs will be af grcat bsnefit ta

southrvest Arkansas ar.rcl the srrrrounding area. Tlrese improvenrents rvill certainly

enhance the rail sysfern apd this investment rvill mean a great deal of ecatrcmic impact to

Arkansas. trt is liy pleasurc and honor to fully su;rport tl'ris gra[t application and the

'rally 
beneflts tt,1ut *itt be derivecl locally. Thank you 

!a,r 
your consicleratioti and please

clo *nt hesitate to lst 6re kn6w if yru have questions or if I nray assist you in an)' 1vay.

Cordialll', {!rl*:t tt rt\-E-c_* F-la'u*-
Steve Harrelson

.!ir, : i:,,;., :,t:.t !i:i;. i-:Lr



Zl\il Schur:'lan

Crrv or FoREMAN

* P.ll.l]r-::t 1* lr Fhtne iS?11] 542-?114 tr Fax tr?*) 543'6itl1

FCF,EL4Ah.,{RKTINSAS ? 1 $"i6

$epternher 14,2A11

The Honnrable RaY H La|-lood

Secretary, U.$. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jers*Y Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear SecretarY LaHood,

on behalf of the city of Foreman, Arkansas it is rny pleasure to write a letter of support for the

$unbelt RegionalSf:ort f-ine project being submittid'as a nrulti State partnership between the

$tate cf Texas Department af Transportatlon, itate sf Oklahoma Department of Transpprtatisn

and the $tate cf Arlcansas $fate Highway 
"nO 

ft*ntportation Departrnent for the 2011 National

lnfrastructure lnvestmsnt program'

Foreman, AR is lacated along the Ki*michi Railroad betuveen Hugo' OK and {9n-*' nn with Ash

Grove Cement as noth-;a;?r ra;t shipperand rnajor emq*1Ve1to this area with living wage

iffi.-Arh Grove C*ment as well as the Ci{y of Forernan. AR depends on RailAmerica's

Kiamichi Raiiroad tKftR) in scncert with the national railroad network to provide efficient

ir**po'tution fo:-ti *;h;p;;t of goods throughout Southwestern Arkansas' lt is neither

pl-tfif 
""r 

cost effective to truclitarge, heavi bulk materials due to the distance and the

volumes typicatly shipped via rail-

RailAmerica's KRfi Rallroad is an economic importance tro Forernan' Arkansas and we fully

support their endeavors to secure capitalfar reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers

vita$y depe*d upsn. Funding for lhe'$unbelt Regionat $hcrt Li*e project will support csntinued'

safe, reliable rail eervice throughout SoutfrwesiEtka**"t. As RailAmerica has comrnunicated

it* phn* to us, the Sunneft Re[io*al $hsrt Line proiect will protect existinE jobs and put

unemployed people ln this region back to work'

RespeclfullY,

fr:'ff.*"'n fl* #,rr"4



Ct-nyTozu CASTLEMAN
County Judge

Little River County

September 14,2011

The Honorable RayH. taHood
Secretary, U. S. Departrnent of Tr-ansportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington" DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Little River County, Arkansas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the

Sunbelt Regional Shon Line project being submitted as a multi State partnership betrveen the

State of T&as Deparfrnent oit**pottrtioo, State of Oklahorna Department of Transportation

and the State of Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Deparfrnent for the 2011 National

In&astructure Invesfrnent program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and

Arkansas. krlittle River County, Arkansas improvements will be made between Alkinda, AR

and Foreman, AR along the Kiamichi Raihoad (KRR) that operates between Durant OK and

iop", AR wiih Ash Give Cement in Foremarq AR as both a major rail shipper and major

employer to this area providing living wage jobs.

Business such as Ash Grove Cement within Little River County depend heavily on the KRR in

concert with, and coilnectillg to, the national railroad network syst€m to provide safe and efficient

transportation for the shipnient of goods while providing living wage jobs t9 economically

distressd areas in Arkansas. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck large, heavy bulk

materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's KRR Railroad is an economic importance to Little River County and we fully

support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvesffnent into the rail in&astructure customers

*tutty depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line 
project will support continued

safe, ieliabte rail servics thro:ughout Southwest Attaosus. As RailAmerica has communicated its

O1*o * us, the Sunbelt Regio;l Short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed

people in this regton back to work'

County Judge

Office of the County Judge
Ashdown, AR 71822 * (870)

351 l"{orth Second Street, Suite 4
898 -7 202 * e-rnail: clarabel 1 @sbcglobal.net



WALLACS MARTIN, IOUNTY JUDGE
HTMPSTEAD COUNTY

P.{J. Box 14!0
HePe, Arkansas 7 I $03- 1420

Oclober 3, 2011

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Departrnent of Transportation
1?00 New Jersey Avenue, $E
washingilon, DC 20590

Dear $ecretarY LaHood,

On behalf of Hempstead Cor:nty, Arkansas it is my pleasure to write a letter of sr'lpport for the

Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being sr.rbmitted as a rnultistate pa{nershiB between the

State of Texas Department of Transporlation, $tate of Oklahsma Department of Transportation

and the State of Arkansas $tate Highway and Transportation Department for the 2011 National

lnfrastructure Investment program.

The $unbelt projecl will involve rail improvement wark in three states; Texas, oklahoma and

Arkansas. ln southwesl Arkansas improvemenls will be made between Arkinda, AR and

Foreman, AR atong the Ki*michi Raitroad {KRR} that aperates between CIurant, OK and Hope'

AR with Ash Grove Cernent in Forema*, AR a.c both a major rail shippef and rnajor employer to

this area providing living wage jobs.

Business $Lich as Ash Grove Cement depend heavily on the KRR in csncert uriih' and

connecting to, the national railroad network system to provide safe and effrcient transportation

for the shipment of goods while providing living wage jobs io econornically distressed areas in

Arkansas. lt is neither practical nor cost effeeiive to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the

distance and the vclurnes typically slripped via reil

RailAmerica's KRR Railroad is an economic importance to Hempstead County and we fully

suppCIri th*ir endeavors to se*ure capitel for reinvestment into the rait infrastructure customers

vitally depend upon. Funding for the $unbelt Regionai Short Line project will support continued,

safe, reliable raitservice througheut Southwest Arkansas. As RailAmerica has communi*ated

its plan* to us" the Sunbelt Regional $hart Line project will protect existing jobs and put

unemployed people in this r*gion back to work.

dru)*r*-fr-
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The Honorable RaY LaHood

SecretarY of TransPortation

Office of the SecretarY

U,S, n*purttoent of Transportation

izoo t-lew JerseY Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Re: $tate of okrahoma_oDor support retter for,,sunbert Regionar Freight Rair rmprovement project"

*tttti-ututu TIGER lll application;

Dear Secreiary LaHsod:

ln parinership with the states of rexas iTXDor) and Arkansas {AHTD}, oklahoma would like to offer our

furisrpporr for ihe urni".i'muiti_srare proiect'#r.ir-i'**"1 fiir;ry- ai'ttre project sponsor, inasmuch as

the project affecrs *,yl;:'d;;;, d;a;;*il;; pu*',*utur.," counties' which tosether comprise one

of okrahoma,s nlosr #;""*i"iu,,"dil;;;;r';ilJ,; iiil;ilrecr is of giear economic importance to our

state.

This project will serve rural communitiesty,enhancing our local sys{em connectivily to the naticnal rail

neiwork, and atso expanding exisiing capaciil';;;pi"ove treignt mooility' reduce congestion' open new

markets for business, and increar" u.on#,J oulurop'n*ni oppliiutiiii*t as well-as securing and

enhancing the ruraljob market'

oneofthesignificantaspectsoftneprop.osedprojecti*1".s-':3lll.:xpandtheSysteln,sabititytomeetthe
nalronal standard railcar capacity of 286,000rns *nicn in turn allows. i[' trtottrine operators to expand their

business since rhey *iri ti.,i"" n"'"apab!e "f 
;;il;;iin cr".t r rairroads rn addriion, capacitv issues will

be addressed by way of upgrading ,ioing ir;.;*l inousiriat r"uor,"Jni key interchanges with national

railroads io accommoiate exIanding businesses and allow for new ones'

The project wirl also focus orr community safeiy by upgrading a proposed 380 rural highway-rail grade

crossings. The pro;ect arso emphasrr*, "ninl'.Ji 
Juiron*Jntai n-Jnetits since the overall project will

allow for increased tr*"1i" rait operation., ini. reducing the number of tractor trailers operating on our

highwaY system'

oklahoma and the Departrnent woulcl like to- thank u$DOT for continuing thrs much-n.eeded progratn' and

express its belief 1',"i'o*tuit* of the application process are .a 
mooJ iir ruture funding opportunities by

assuring that projects t**lng the greater putrlrc good are funded'

SincerelY,

/,,,/( l, /,.,/ ')'
c",,/trl. nibrev 

r"'
, S.edietarv 6f TransPortalion

xc: Bill Glavin, TXDOT Rail Division Director

GarY Evans, ODOT Chief Engineer
jo* XVf*, ODOT Rail Programs{Ianager

bavig'siiuo, oDoT Director of Engineering

Mike Patterson' CDOT Deputy Direclor

David Arganbribrtt, nairAnierica VP Government Affairs

/,



Dave Lornz
OrL,,\H0I!L{ Srcnerenv cr CcutotutcE & Touirtsr"t

September 27 ,2011

The Honorable RaY H' LaHoocJ

Su"tetary, U'S, Depailment of Transportation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear $ecretary LaHood,

on behalf of the $tate of oklahoma and the oklahoma Deparlment of commerce' please accept

this tetter to express our support for the sunJ*it n*gional bhort Line project being submitted as a

multi $tate partnership between the State of Texasbepartment of Transportation' State of

Oklahoma Departmeit oiiran*portation ano pre State of Arkansas $tate Highway and

Trapsportatian nepartrnent for the 2011 National lnfrastructure lnvestment program'

The sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three siate$; Texas' oklahoma and

Arkansas. Railimprovements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad {KRR) in oklahoma

between Fort Towson, 0K and the oklahoma/Aikansas state line that operates throughout

ChoctawandMcCurtainCountiesconnectingtheseareaswiththenationalrailroadnetwork
system.

Businesses such as western Farmers Electric cooperative near Fort rowson, oK and the ldabel

lndustrial Development Authority in tdabel, oK depends heavily on the KRR in concerlwith the

naiionar rairroad network sysiem to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of

goods while providing living wage jobs to economically distressed areas in oklahoma'

RailAmerica,s Hiamichi Railroad is an econcmic engine that drives this part of oklahoma and we

fully supporl their endeavors to secure capital for reinvesiment into the rail infrastructure

custorners vita*y depend upon. Funding tor the sunbert Regionar $hort Line pro.iect w'r support

continued,aafe,reliablerailservicethroughcut$outheastoklahoma'AsRai[Americahas
communicated iis plans to us, the $unnetiRegional $hor1 Line project will protect existing iobs

and put unemployed people in this region back to work'

ectfully,

-fu
900 North Sllles Avenue' Oltlahorna City, Oklahorna ?-1104-3234 U'S'A
- -Telephone: 

{405) 815-5306'{80{l) fi?9-6552'Fax; {405) 605-7802

E-Mail : Dave-Lcpez(Qokcotttntet ce'gov
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E-mail: elfis@dc$enale.gsu
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Vdtirnt, OK 747f4
{5ea1 933-4930
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September 15,20tl

The flonorable Fay H. Lalload
S€cr€tary, U.$. D€p,afsrnefii of Transportation
1200 Nsw &rsey Avenue, $E
Washington, DC 205S0

Dear $€cretAry LaHosd,

Plsa$e acced thls le'tte{ as an Oklahorna $tale Senator e+res€lng nry fu{ supportfor the
Sunbeh Regional $hod Une prsject beirg submittad as a fiulti State partner$hip betrxeen the
State sf Texas &padment cf Transpotation, State of Oklahonra Department of TransForlation
and thE State of Ar*a*sas $tate FNighway and Trarsportatasn Dep€dment fortfre 2Sl'1 Nalr'onel
lnfrastruelwe lnvesfnent prograrn.

The $unbdt proied will involve rail lruproirerrrenturo* in three staies; Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Ra$ imporernenis wifl b6 rnad€ doog the Kiarfl**li Railraad {KRR} in Oklahorna
b€t$teen Fort Towson, OK artd ihe Oklehsma/Arkansas slete line thal operates thrcqghout
Choctan and Mc0ur{ain Caunties conrectirg frw areaE with ttre national raitsoad r€twork
Eyst€m.

Busine*s suclr as lfiI€slem Fsrner$ Ek{tsb Caoperative Rear fcrtTsnrson, OK and UE ldabel
lndustrial Develapnent Auihori$ in ld$d, OK dspends heavily sn the KRR in const with the
nalisnal railroad netttrork system lo provHe saie and efiicienl iransportation for ihe shipment of
gaods wtrih previding living wage iobe io ec.osonrically disiress*d arsas in $qrtheast
OkJahoma, li is n*ither praclifal no{ co6t effec*lve ta tru6k iarge, heavy bufk materisls due to the
drstanse and the wh:rnes tygcalfy shipp@d via rdl.



$eptember 15.2011

9ag*2

RajlAnrerha's KRR R*ilrsed ie an economic importance to Oklaharna and we fully sqpport their
endeavor$ to secure capital for reiruestrnenl into the rsil infrasfiuc{ure 6u$lonner$ vitally dcpotd
upen. Funding for the Su$bdt Regionel Slrorl Une project wiU supput cortinued, safe, reliaHe

rEil service ttrrcughoul Ssutheast C{dahoma. As FailArnerica has communicated its plans io us,

the $urbe}l Regional $hort Line pruj*t will Fotectexistiflg job: and pul unemployed pesFl€ irt

this region back to *ork.

Reepecttully.

lL*
H*ufrv//
Senai'or Jerry Ellis
Dbtrict 5

JEjrn



R.C. PRUETT
State RePresentative
District 19

Capitol:
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.
State Capitol Building, RM 540A

Oklahoma CitY, OK 73105-4885
(405) 557-7382
(800) 522-8502
rcpruett@okhouse.gov

Home:
P.O. Box 969
Antlers, OK74523
(580) 298-5577

COMMITTEES:

Vice Chair - Wildlife
Ag and Rural DeveloPment

A&BSubcommitteeon
Revenue and Taxation

friaxr nl pryrtxentatTfuBx
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

September 14,2011

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear SecretarY LaHood:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line prolect being

submitted as a multi State partnership between the State of Texas Department of

Transporlation, State of Oklahoma Department of Transportation and the State of Arkansas

State Highway and Transportation Department for the 2011 National lnfrastructure lnvestment

program.

Rail improvements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in oklahoma throughout

Choctaw and McCurtain Counties, some of the hardest hit areas of the county in these trying

times.

The Kianriciri raiiroaci is a viiai pieririeiwiilriri uui Lorirrnuiliiies ard piovicico iile uotril€uiior-rtu

the national railroad network. lmprovements to the Kiamichi will provide continued safe, reliable

and efficient transportation while providing living wage jobs to rural economically distressed

areas in Southeast Oklahoma.

Respectfully,

Representative R.C.Pruett
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Septernber 14,2071

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood

$ecretary, U.S' Department of Transportation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secreiary LaHood,

on behalf of choctaw county please accept this letter of suppod for the $unbelt Regional short

Line project being submitted as a mutti state partnership between the $tate of Texas

Department of Transporiation, $tate of oklahoma Department of Transportation and the $tate

ofArkansasStateHigl"rwayandTransportationDepartmentforthe20,|lNatianallnfrastructure
lnvestment Program'

The sunbelt project will involve raif irnprovement work in three states; Texas' oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rail improvem*nts will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in oklahoma

between Fofi Towson, oK and the oklahsma/Arkansas state line that operates throughout

chaetaw and triccurtain counties connecting these afea$ with the national railroad networlt

sy$tem.

Business and our communities depends heaviry on the KRR in concert with the nationar rairroad

network system tc provide safe and efiicient transportation for the shipmeni of goods whlle

providing living wage jobs to economically distressed areas in oklahorna' lt is neither practical

nor cost effestive to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes

typically shiPPed via rail.

RailAmerica's KRR Railroad is an economic importance to Chociaw County and Oklahoma' we

fulty support their endeavors to secure capital fcr reinvestment into the rail infrastructure

customers vitally depend upon. Funding ior the sunbett Regional $hort Line proiect wilt support

continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout Southeast Oklahsma' As RailAmerica has

comrnunicated its plans to us, the sunbeli Regional $hort Line proJect will protect existing jobs

and put unemployed people in this region back to work'



Jimmy Westbraok
County Commissianer -gflrict 3

{rllcCUffTAl}i COUNTY

P.O, Fox 816 ' Valliant' Qklahcma 74764

{s80} 933-4405
Heryie Phsne; 580-420'641 5

iciober 12.2011

-he Hcnorable RaY H- Lal-tood

S*lt"ttty U S. Department of Transportalton

tAOO N** JerseY Avenue $5

Washir-:gton. DC 20590

Dear' $ecretarY Lal-iood,

*n behalf of tulccurtain county. oklahoma please ar*pt this letter of suppofi for the

$unbelt Regionai shart Line pioiect being subrnitted as a multi state partnership

between ihe state or i*r"u Departrnent of rransportation. state cf oklahcn':a

Departrnent ol lransportation and ?-*.?Y:. 
cf Arkansas State Hrghway ano

Transportaticn oepaiment for the 2s11 National lnfiastructure lnvestrnent program'

The$unbe|tprojectwitiinvolverailirnprovementworkinthreestates.Texas,Oklahama
andArkansas.RaitimprovernentswillbemadealongiheKiamichiRailroad{KRR)in
Oktahoma between Fort Towson, oK and the oklaftot"na/Arkansas state line that

operaie$throughoutMcCurtainCountyconnecttngtheseareaswiththenalionalrailr*ad
netwark sYstem.

Business and agencies such as western Farrners flectric cooperatlve near Fcrt

Tgwson,0KandtheldabellndustrialDevelopmentAuthoritydependsheavilyonthe
KRRinconcertwiththenatlonatrailrcadnetworksystefi]toprovidesafeandefficient
transportalian for the shipment of coal used to praduc* electnclty to rufal elect|ic

disiributionceoperativesandothergoodswhile*rovidinglivingwagejobsto
economlcally disiressed areas in oklaframa' lt is neiiher practical nor ccst effective to

truck lar.ge, heavy nutt *rateriais due t0 th€ distance and the volurnes typically shipped

via rail-

RailAmer.ica,sKRRRailroadisaneconomicimportancetoMcCurtainC+unty.0klanoma
andwefuliysupporttheirendeavgrstosecurecapitaiforreinvestrnentintotherai!
inf:-*siructure custcrners vitally depeno upon. Funding i*r the sunbelt Regionai shotl

Line proiecl wilt support ccntinued, safe, retiabte raii service throughout the $tate of

oklahoma'AsRailArnericahasccrn;.nunicateditsplanstaus.ihe$unbeltRegionai
short Line project will protect exlsiing;obs and put unemployed peopie in this region

back to w*ik-

Resperlfully, -;1
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Septernber 14,?311

The Honorable RaY H' LaHood
Secretary, U.$. Department of Transpodation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear SecretarY LaHood,

on behalf of the Kiamichi Economic Development District of oklahoma' please

accepr this letter r;-;6;t; tor t11 $unbelt Regional short Line proiect being

submitted as a mutti stui!-plttnership between tn"e State of Texas Department of

Transpoilation, state oi of,irf",o*a Department ef Transportation and the State sf

Arkansas state Highway and Transportaticn Deparlment for the 2011 National

lnfrastructure {nvestment program'

The $unbelt project will involve rail improvement work in ihree states; Texas'

Oklahoma and Arkansas. Rail improvements wiil be rnade along ihe Kiamichi

Railroad (KRR) in Oklahoma between Fort Towson, oK and the oklahoma/Arksnsas

state line that operates throughout choctaw and Mccurtain counties connecting

theseareaswiththenationalrailroadnetworksystenr.

Business such as western Farmers Electric Cooperative near Fort Towson, oK and

the ldabel lndustrial Development Authority in ldabel, oK depends heavily on the

KRR in csneert with the national railroad network system to provide safe and efflcient

transporlationfortheshipmentofgoodswhileprovidinglivingwagejabsto
economically distressed areas in Oklahoma'

Rail,4merica,s Kiarnichi Railroad is an econornic engine that drives this part of

oklahoma and we fully support their endeavsrs to secure capital for relnvestment

into the rai[ infrastructure customers vitally depend upon' Funding for the sunbelt

Regional$hortLineprojeclwillsupportcontinued,safe,reliablerailservice
throughout Southeast Oklahoma. As RailAmerica has communicated its plans to us'

the sunbelt Regionat short Line project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed

people in this region back to wark'

$incerelY,
.:.4. .. .j

i-' ,*.:{}.f *-- \-

D-f,riny Baldwin,
Executive Drrector

' r.: ::.-.1 .,

l;;r.: r. ).i-;
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October 16,2A11

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood

Secretary U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New JerseY Avenue' SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear $ecretary LaHood,

on behalf of the locat American Transportation Dispatchers Association {ATDA) it is my

pleasure to write a letter of support for the sunbelt Regional short Line project being submitted

with the Kiamichi Railroad {KRR) as a multi $tate partnership between the state of Texas

Department of Transportation, state of oklahoma Department of Transportation and the state

ofArkansasStateHighwayandTransportationDepartnrentforthe20llNationailnfrastructure
lnvestment Program.

The ATDA represents the local operating and maintenance of way employees on the Kiamichi

Railroad headquartered in Hugo, oK and supports the efforts of the Kiamichi Railroad as a

major emptoyer to this area providing good tiuing wage jobs- The ATDA along with the rail

customersdependsonRailAmerica,sKiamichiRaitroadinconcertwiththenationalrailroad
network to provide efficient transportation for the shipment of goods throughout oklahoma'

Texas and Southwestern Arkansas'

RailAmerica,s Kiamichi Railroad is an important part of our ccmmunity and we fully supporl theii

endeavors to secure capitarfor reinvestment into the rair infrastructure customers vitally depend

upon, Funding for the $unlreit Regional short Line project will support continued' safe' reliabie

rail service throughout the Kiamichi rail system' As RailAmenca has communicated its plans to

us, the sunbelt Regional short Line project wilt protect existing jobs and put unemployed people

in ihis region back to work'

.. $espectfullY,
t, 

t,! ./-rtrll( /.7, t'{_ ,' .f.

,rY"f{ ./ 
:u"".1';''7L'"

F. L. frfcCann, President

nFPR FSErlll rrG 3.':ir L :e AFFIC COI'll ROLLEfi S



October 21,2A11

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood
$ecretary, U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New JerseYAvenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

on behalf of the oklahoma Railroad Association please accept this lefier to express our support

for the Sunbett negionif Short Line project being submitted as a mulli State partnership

between the State of Texas Departmenf of Traniportation' $tate of Oklahoma Department of

Transportation and the State olArkansas State Fiighway and Transportation Department for the

20 1 1 National lnfrastructure lnvestrnent program'

The Sunbelt project will involve railimprovement work in three states; Texas' Oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rait improvements will be made along the Kiamichi Railroad (KRR) in oklahoma

between Fort rowson, oK and the oklahoma/Arkansas state line that operates throughout

choctaw and Mccurtain counties connecting lhese areas with the national railroad network

syslem.

Business such as western Farmers Electric cooperative near Fort Towson, oK and the ldabel

lndustdal Development Authority in ldabel, oK depends heavily on the KRR in concert with the

national railroad network system to provide safe and etficient ttansportation for the shipment of

goods while providing living wage jobs to economically distressed areas in oklahoma'

Railroads are the economic engine that drives this part of oklahoma and we fully support the

Kiamichi Railroads endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment inlo the rail infrastruciure

customers and communities vitally depend upon. Funding for the sunbeli Regional short Line

proJect will support continued, safe, reliable railservice lhroughoul Souiheast Oklahoma'

RespectfullY,

,f.n.11 .fi,,' t1-
,W{l',, U,'$rt fr{M-{rfre,*--1','lwv I "
LdTiA. Krombr Peterson

Executive Director

PO Box 722134 Norman, OK 73070

{405) 850'665} telephone {405} 701-S803 fox
lPeterson @okrail road com
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ROBERT F, DEUELL, M.D.
TEXAS SENATE DISTBICT 2

October 26,2011

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S, Department of Transportation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express my support for the sunbelt Regional short Line projectbeine submitted by the

state of Texas Department of Transportation and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland and Norlheastern

Railroad (DGNO) for the 2011 National Infrastructure Investment program'

The sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, oklaborna and Arkansas'

Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO that operates in Rockwall, t-t1nl an{rann;n counties

and conn€cts with the national railroad network system in Derdson and Dallas, Texas. Businesses such as

Lattimore Materials company in Royse city, Texas depend heavily on the DGNO'rarlroad as their only

rail connection to the national railroad network and provide safe and efficient trarsportation for the

shipment of goods throughout Texas. It is neither practical nor cost effective to tnrck large, heavy bulk

materialsduetothedistanceandthevo1umestypicallyshippedviarail.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important partnef throughout Texas and our communities; we fully

support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestrnent into the rail infrastructure customers vitally

depend upon. Funding for the sunbelt Regional short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable

rail service throughout Texas. As RailAmerica has communicated its ptans to us, the Sunbelt Regional

short Line projeet will protect existing jobs and put unemployed poople in this region back to work'

Respectfully,

ts"+ b'-/'
Robert F. Deuelt
State Senate, District Two

CHAIRMAN: NOMINATIC$.JS

VIOE-CFIAIRMAN:COMMITTEEoNHEALTHANDHUMANSEFT''/ICES'STATEAFEAIRS
MEMBES: FINANCE ' NAruFAL BESOURCES i

DISTRICT OFFICES:
1e601 LBJ Frreeway, Suite 400
Mesquite, Texas 75150
(e72) 27S-1800
Fax (972) 2791065

2500 Stonewali SL, Suite 805
GresnvillB. Texas 75401

{903) 450-e7e7
Fax: (903) 450-9796
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October 6,zALt

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Depaftment of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, 5E

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express my support for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted

by the State of Texas Depaftment of Transpoftation and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland and

Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2011 National lnfrastructure lnvestment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO that operates in Collin County and

connects with the national railroad network system in Denison, Texas. Businesses in Nofth

Texas, such as Lattimore Materials Company in Melissa, Texas depend heavily on the DGNO

railroad as their only rail connection to the national railroad network and provide safe and

efficient transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Texas.

The DGNO Railroad is an economic importance throughout North Texas and our communities. I

support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure their

customers vitally depend upon from the USDOT Tiger lll grant program. Funding for the

Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout

North Texas.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact my office if you have any further questions.

Best regards,

Ken Paxton

ken.paxtonGrhous€.state.t{.us
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State Represenlative . Ilistrict 2

October 14,2AIl

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretaty, U.S. Department of Transpodation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing to express my support for the Sunbelt Regionat Short Line project being submitted
by the State of Texas Deparffneht of Transportation and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland and
Northeastem Railroad (DGNO for the 2011 Naticnal Infrastructure Investment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO that operates in Hunt County and

connect with the national railroEd network system that provides safb and efficient bansporlation
for the shipment of good througbout Texas. It is neither practical nor cost effective to truck
largeo heavy bulk materials duelo the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an economic importance throughout Texas and our
communities; we fully support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment in to the rail
infrastructure customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Shore Line
project will support continued, safe, reliable rail servic€ througbout Texas. As RailAmerica has

communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs

and put unemployed people in this region back to work.

Tha* you for your consideration and any help you may provide. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

State Representative - House District



coLLlnl COUNTY
Conrmissione rs Court

2300 Blocmdale Rcad
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McKinney. Texas 1307 t
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October '17, 2011

The Honcrable RaY H. LaHood
Secretary, U $. Department of Transportaticn
1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE
Washingion, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

on behalf of collin county, Texas it is our plea$ure to write a letter of suppoft for the sunbeit

Reglanal Shorl Line project being subrnitted by the state of rexas Department of Transportation

and RaitAmerica's fjattis Garjand and Nartheastern Railraad (DGNOi for the 2011 National

lnfrastructr"lre I nvestment prcgram.

The $unbelt project will involve rail in'lprov*ment wark in three states; Texas, Oklalroma and

Arkansas Rail irnprovements will be made along the DGNO that operates throughout Collin.County

and connects witil the netional railroad networii system, Busin*sses such as Lattimore Materials

Company as well as Collin Ccunty, TX depend hbavily on the DGNO rallroad in cancert with the

national railroa,J network and provide safe and eflicient transportation for the shiBment of gaods

trhroughout Texas. lt is neither practical nor cost effective to truck iarge, heavy bulk materials due to

the distanc* anrl the volumes typically shipped via rail'

RailAmerica,s $GNO Railroad is an economic importance to collin county and our ccmmunitl'; we

fully support their endeavors t* seeure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure custon:ers

vitally depend upoft. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Shart Line project wiil suFpofi continued,

safe. reliable rail service tnroJgrrout coltin county, rx. ns RaitAmerica has csrnmunicated its plans

to us, the sunbelt Regianal s6ort Line prcject will pratect existing jobs and put unemployed people

in this region back to work.

RespectfLtllY, i

ommissioner, Pct.



JOHN L. HORN
HUNT COUNryJUDGE
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HUNT COUNTY
POST OFFICE BOX IO97 . GREENVILLE, TEXAS 75,403-1097

September 27,2011

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of Hunt County, Texas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Sunbelt

Regional Short Line project being submitted by the State of Texas Department of Transportation

and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland and Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2011 National

I nfrastructure I nvestment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO that operates throughout Hunt

County and connects with the national railroad network system. Businesses such as Lattimore

Materials Company in Royse City, TX depend heavily on the DGNO bringing aggregates from

Oklahoma as their only rail connection is through Hunt County with the national railroad network

and provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Texas. lt is

neither practical nor cost effective to truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and

the volumes typically shipped via rail.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an economic importance to Hunt County and our community;

we fully support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure

customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support

continued, safe, reliable rail service throughout Hunt County, TX. As RailAmerica has

communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing jobs



Drue Bynum
Gr a ru s o n C o u tt r ;'n J ud g e

October 3,2011

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1 200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

on behalf of Grayson county, Texas it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the sunbelt

Regional short Line project being submittei oy the state of rexas Department of rransportation and

RailAmerica,s Dallas Garland and Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the 2011 National

lnfrastructure lnvestment program'

The sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO that operates in Grayson county and

connects with the national railroad network system in Denison' Texas' Businesses such as Lattimore

Materials company in Melissa, Texas depend heavily on the DGNO railroad as their only rail

connection is in Grayson county to the national railroad network and provides safe and efficient

transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Texas. lt is neither practical nor cost effective to

truck large, heavy bulk materials due to the distance and the volumes typically shipped via rail'

RailAmerica,s DGNO Railroad is an economic importance to Grayson county and our community;

we fully support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure

customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support

continueU, safe, reiiable raii service throughout Giaysc;l'i Courrty' As RailAmerica has communicated

its plans to us, the sunbelt Regional srrort tine project will protect existing jobs and put unemployed

people in this region back to work.

RespectfullY,

l\.1 l
--J---z '<'t+i--
Drue Bynum
Grayson CountY Judge

DB/mhp

100W. Houston, Ste. i5 ' Sherman,TX 75090

Offrce: 903-813-4228 ' Fax: 903-892-4085

Email : bynumd@co. graYson'tx.us



October 3,2011

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the City of Sherman, Texas, it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the

Sunbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by the State of Texas Department of
Transportation and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland and Northeastern Railroad (DGNO) for the

20 1 0 National Infrastructure Investment pro gram.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states: Texas, Oklahoma and

Arkansas. Rail improvements will be made along the DGNO that operates through the City of
Sherman, representing a crucial rail link that connects with the national railroad network system.

Business such as Lattimore Materials Company in Melissa, Texas, depends heavily on the

DGNO Railroad as their rail connection to the national railroad network through the City of
Sherman and provides living wage jobs within the County. Lattimore Materials Company, as

well as the City of Sherman, depend upon RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad in concert with the

national railroad network to provide safe and efficient transportation for the shipment of goods

throughout Texas.

RailAmerica's DGNO Railroad is an important partner to our community; and we fully support

their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure that customers

vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will support

continued, safe, and reliable rail service throughout the City of Sherman, Texas. As RailAmerica

has communicated its plans to us, the Sunbelt Regional Short Line project will protect existing
jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work.

Respectfully,

SH€IUNAIT

/wL
William L. Magers, Mayor
City of Sherman

WLM:pc

MAYOR

BILL MAGERS

CITY MANAGER

GEORGE OLSON

p.0. Box 1106.SHERMAN, TEXAS 75091-',1106.(903) 892-7201

wwwci.sherman.tx,us

DEPUTY MAYOR PAMELA L, HOWETH

CAROLYN S, WACKER JOE N. SMITH

CITY COUNCIL ROBERT G, SOFTLY

CHIP ADAMI WILLIE STEELE
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September 77,2011

The Honorable RaY H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590 ",

Dear $ecretary LaHood,

On behalf of the Denilon Development Alliance in Denison, Texas it is my pleasure to write a

tetter of support for the $unbelt Regional short Line project being submitted by Texas

Department of Transportation and RailAmerica's Dallas Garland & Northeastern Railroad

(DGNO) for the 2011 National lnfrastructure lnvestment program.

The Sunbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three st#s; Texas, Oklahoma and

ArkansaE" Rail improvements willbe made along the DGNO Railroad that operates and

interchanges through the City of Denibon representing a major rail link that connects with the

national railroad network sysiem. Business along the DGNO depend heavily on the interchange

connection in concert with the national railroad network to provide safe and efficient

transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Texas who aleo provide living wage jobs

within the community. lrnprovements made to increase the capacity for heavier industry

standard 2g6,000 lb cars along these lines will open up new unrestricted economic development

opportunities for both new and existing businegs, further gtimulating our region'

RailArnerica,s DGNO Railroad i*an important part to our communi$ and we fully support their

endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail infrastructure customers vitally depend

upon. Funding for the fiunbelt Regional Short Line projed will support continued, safe, reliable

rail connection and service throughout the Denison and Grayson county' TX areas' As

tir,^*-i";l; 
";;*unicated 

its ptans to us, the $unbelt Regional short Line project will

protec{ existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back to work'

Respectf*lly;

#ryMaL
Tony Kaai

President

DENISON DEVETOPMENT ALTIANCE

311 Wesr Woodsrd srresr , Denison, Teras 15020 . {s0fl}4M.0883 . {B8Sl 244-1808 . Fax 1303} 4S5-6476 . www.denisrnu.org



September 28,2411

The Honorable Ray H. LaHood
Secretary, U.S. Departrnent of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

On behalf of the United Transportation Union, UTU local #965, it is my pleasure to write a letter

of support for the $unbelt Regional Short Line project being submitted by the State of Texas
Department of Transportation and the Dallas Garland & Norlheastern Railroad {DGNO} for the

201 1 National lnfrastructure lnvestment program.

The $unbelt project will involve rail improvement work in three states; Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas.

The DGNO work for their McKinney Branch belween $herman, TX and McKinney, TX as well as

the $herman/Garland subdivisions from $herman, TX to Greenville, TX and down to Garland,
TX will upgrade the existing rail line to the national standard capacity for 286,000 lb rail cars.

UTU local965 along with the rail customers depends on RailAmerica's Dallas Garland &

Northeastern Railroad in concert with the national railroad nelwork to provide safe, efficient

transportation for the shipment of goods throughout Texas while also providing living wage iobs.

RailArnerica's Dallas Garland & Northeastern Railroad is an important paftner and part of our

community and we fully support their endeavors to secure capital for reinvestment into the rail

infrastruclure customers vitally depend upon. Funding for the Sunbelt Regional Short Line
project will support continued, safe, reliable railservice throughout the Kiamichi rail system. As
RailAmerica has communicated lts plans to us, the $unbelt RegionalShort Line project will
protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in this region back ta work.
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