
 

 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

TxDOT Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) 
October 11, 2019 - 9:30 A.M. 

200 East Riverside Dr., Bldg 200, Classroom D 
Austin, Texas 78704 

Teleconference instructions below 
  

 

 

I certify that I have reviewed this document and that it conforms to all applicable Texas Register 
filing requirements. 

CERTIFYING OFFICIAL:   Becky Blewett, Deputy General Counsel, (512) 463-8630.

1. Call to Order. 

2. Safety briefing. 

3. Introduction of new BAC members. 

4. Approval of minutes from July 15, 2019, BAC meeting. (Action) 

5. 
Report from TxDOT’s Public Transportation Division Director regarding 
statewide bicycle/pedestrian matters. 

6. 
Update on Bikeway Design Effort – Phase I Areas of Concurrence. 
(Action) 

7. 

Discussion on Texas Transportation Commission charge to review and 
make recommendations on expanding the charge of the BAC to 
address a wider range of related transportation service options, 
including pedestrian options and personal mobility devices. 

8. Presentation on FHWA Bikeway Selection Guide. 

9. 
Presentation on Paso del Norte Trail: Improving access, connectivity, 
and health one mile at a time.  

10. Update from committee members on local and statewide issues. 

11. Public comment – public comments will only be accepted in person. 

12. Discussion of agenda items for future BAC meetings. (Action) 

13. Adjourn. (Action) 



 

 
 

BAC Members 

Karla Weaver, Chair, Dallas/Ft. Worth 
Bobby Gonzales, Vice Chair, El Paso 
Clint McManus, Houston 
David Ham, Midland 
Eva Garcia, Brownsville 
Frank Rotnofsky, Laredo 
Jeff Pollack, Corpus Christi 
Mike Schofield, Austin 
Rick Ogan, San Angelo 
Shawn Twing, Amarillo 
Trent Brookshire, Tyler 
  

 
 

TxDOT Technical Staff 

Eric Gleason, Director, Public Transportation Division (PTN) 
Donna Roberts, Program Services Section Director, PTN 
Bonnie Sherman, Bicycle & Pedestrian Program Manager, PTN 
Noah Heath, Bicycle & Pedestrian Planner, PTN 
Carl Seifert, Transportation Planner (Contractor), Jacobs 

 
 
 
 

* * * 
 
 

Teleconference instructions: 
Event address for attendees: 
https://txdot.webex.com/txdot/onstage/g.php?MTID=e7d6fe5b94b361b260ce48501e03e9733 
Event number/Access code: 731 219 945 
Event password: Bac1011 
To receive a call back, provide your phone number when you log-in, or call the number 
below and enter the access code (above). 
United States TOLL: +1-415-655-0003 



 

 

MINUTES FOR ADOPTION 
Bicycle Advisory Committee – Teleconference Meeting 

200 E. Riverside Drive, Austin TX 78704 – Classroom D 
July 15, 2019 

 
 
BAC Committee Members Present and Participating: 

In-Person: 
Karla Weaver, Dallas/Fort Worth, Chair  
Robert Gonzales, El Paso, Vice Chair 
Billy Hibbs, Tyler  
David Ham, Midland 
Jeffrey Pollack, Corpus Christi 
Frank Rotnofsky, Laredo 

 
Via telephone: 
DawnElla Rust, Nacogdoches 
 

TxDOT Present and Participating: 
  

Marc Williams, Deputy Executive Director, TxDOT (ADM) 
Eric Gleason, Director, Public Transportation Division (PTN) 
Donna Roberts, Program Services Section Director (PTN) 
Bonnie Sherman, Statewide Bicycle / Pedestrian Coordinator (PTN) 
Noah Heath, Statewide Bicycle / Pedestrian Planner (PTN) 

 
Also Present and/or Participating: 

Carl Seifert, Jacobs Engineering Group 
Dr. Michael Manser, Texas Transportation Institute 
Victoria Zuber, High Street Consulting 

 
AGENDA ITEM 1: Call to Order. 
 
Karla Weaver calls the meeting to order at 9:31 A.M. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: Safety Briefing. 
 
Bonnie Sherman provided a safety briefing beginning at 9:32 A.M. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3: Approval of Minutes from July 15, 2019 BAC Meeting (Action). 
 
Karla Weaver introduced this item at 9:32 A.M. 
 

MOTION      Billy Hibbs moved to approve the April 15, 2019 BAC meeting minutes.  
 

  SECOND     Frank Rotnofsky seconded the motion. 
 

           The motion passed unanimously at 9:32 A.M. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4: Report from TxDOT’s Public Transportation Division Director regarding 
statewide bicycle/pedestrian matters. 
 
Eric Gleason delivered the Director’s report beginning at 9:34 A.M. 
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Eric Gleason provided updates on committee member appointments, recognized Billy Hibbs and 
DawnElla Rust for their service on the Committee, provided update on FY2019 Call for Projects, and 
volunteer opportunities for BAC members. 
 
Comments: Eric Gleason, Karla Weaver, Donna Roberts, Billy Hibbs, DawnElla Rust, David Ham, and 
Robert Gonzales  
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: Presentation on Bikeway Design Effort: Phase I Recommendations (Action). 
 
Bonnie Sherman presented the item at 9:40 A.M. 
 
Questions/Comments: Billy Hibbs, Jeffrey Pollack, Bonnie Sherman, Karla Weaver, Marc Williams, 
Eric Gleason 
 

MOTION      Robert Gonzales moved to approve areas of concurrence and moving 
forward with prioritizing the areas of concurrence as identified by the 
committee.  

 
  SECOND     David Ham seconded the motion. 
 

           The motion passed unanimously at 10:02 A.M. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6: Presentation on Bicycle Tourism Trails Prioritization Update. (Action). 
 
Victoria Zuber presented this item at 10:12 A.M. 
 
No action taken at this time. 
 
Questions/Comments: Karla Weaver, Victoria Zuber, Bonnie Sherman, and Frank Rotnofsky. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7:  Presentation on Texas Pedestrian Safety Coalition. 
 
Dr. Michael Manser presented the item at 10:25 A.M. 
 
Questions/Comments: Karla Weaver, Michael Manser, and Frank Rotnofsky. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8:  Brainstorm ideas for FY 20 quarterly BAC meeting agenda topics. 
 
Karla opened the item at 10:43 A.M. Committee members brainstormed ideas for potential 
presentation topics to the BAC in the upcoming fiscal year (FY 2020). 
 
Questions/Comments: Jeffrey Pollack, Billy Hibbs, Bonnie Sherman, Frank Rotnofsky, Donna 
Roberts, Karla Weaver, Eric Gleason, David Ham, Marc Williams, Robert Gonzales, and DawnElla 
Rust. 
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AGENDA ITEM 9: Update from committee members on local and statewide issues. 
 
Karla Weaver introduced this item at 10:55 A.M. 
 
Reports from BAC Members including: Billy Hibbs, Eric Gleason, David Ham, Jeffrey Pollack, Frank 
Rotnofsky, Robert Gonzales, Karla Weaver, and DawnElla Rust. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 10:  Public comment – public comments will only be accepted in person. 
 
Karla Weaver introduced Teri Kaplan, former TxDOT employee, at 11:10 A.M. Ms. Kaplan 
commented on several agenda items.  
 
Karla Weaver introduced Robin Stallings, Bike Texas, who spoke about the upcoming Texas Trails 
and Active Transportation Conference. 
 
Questions/Comments: Karla Weaver, Marc Williams, and Teri Kaplan.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 11: Adjourn. (Action) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 A.M. 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by:     Approved by: 
 
 
__________________________  _________________________________ 
Noah Heath     Karla Weaver 
Public Transportation Division   Chair, Bicycle Advisory Committee 





July 2019 BAC Meeting

TXDOT PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
PROCESS 

PHASE 1 AREAS OF CONCURRENCE
Minor Modification and Prioritization Feedback

October 11, 2019

October 11, 2019

Presentation agenda

Minor revision to Areas of Concurrence11

Feedback on Prioritization of Areas of Concurrence22

Discussion33

Action44



October 11, 2019

Phase 1: Areas of Concurrence (previously approved)

October 11, 2019

Phase 1: Areas of Concurrence with proposed modification for Action



October 11, 2019

Phase 1: Areas of Concurrence with proposed modification for Action

October 11, 2019

General prioritization of Areas of Concurrence

Goal:
To understand BAC priorities/level of 
importance to help inform future 
implementation strategies for Areas of Concurrence

Details: 
BAC members were asked to complete a survey 
indicating their priorities for Areas of Concurrence. 
For each Area of Concurrence, BAC members were provided a general 
understanding of 1) level-of-effort and 2) estimated time to complete.

NOTE: TxDOT must balance existing responsibilities mandated by FHWA and the Texas 
Transportation Commission with new ones. Agreeing on a priority level is not a promise for 
completion.



October 11, 2019

Areas of Concurrence prioritization survey

October 11, 2019

Areas of Concurrence: Tentative Prioritization Order Based on BAC Input



October 11, 2019

Areas of Concurrence: Tentative Prioritization Order Based on BAC Input

Items underway=

October 11, 2019

Discussion



October 11, 2019

Questions

Bonnie Sherman, AICP
TxDOT – Public Transportation Division
Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator
Bonnie.Sherman@txdot.gov
(512) 486-5972

Noah Heath, AICP
TxDOT – Public Transportation Division
Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner
Noah.Heath@txdot.gov
(512) 486-5973

Carl Seifert, AICP
Carl.Seifert@Jacobs.com
(512) 486-5974



July 2019 BAC Meeting

BAC SCOPE EXPANSION 
DISCUSSION

Quarterly BAC Meeting

October 11, 2019

October 11, 2019

Presentation agenda

Direction from Texas Transportation Commission11

Approach22

Background on pedestrian safety and “personal mobility devices”33

Brainstorm44



October 11, 2019

New request from Texas Transportation Commission

“The commission charges the committee with the following 
priorities:

1) Review and make recommendations on expanding the 
charge of the committee to address a wider range of 
related transportation service options, including pedestrian 
options and personal mobility devices; and 

2) Review and make recommendations of enhancements to 
safety and efficiency in the design of bicycle facilities.”

Texas Transportation Commission Minute Order 115565 - August 29, 2019

October 11, 2019

Approach

Facilitate BAC recommendations to the Commission: 
Potential inclusion/exclusion of other non-motorized modes 

Potential impacts on committee composition/function

Schedule
October: Introduction and brainstorm

January: In-depth discussion and draft recommendations

April: BAC action on recommendations



October 11, 2019

Current charge of BAC – per 43 TAC §1.85

Current charge of BAC includes:

Advise the Commission on bicycle issues

Provide bicyclists’ perspective on TxDOT policies affecting 
bicycle use, including the design, construction and maintenance 
of highways. 

Review and make recommendations on items of mutual 
concern between the department and the bicycling community

October 11, 2019

Estimated Pedestrian Usage Patterns for Texas



October 11, 2019

Pedestrians crash statistics

Nationwide (2017)

– On average a pedestrian is killed 
every 88 minutes

– Pedestrian fatality rate is 1.84 per 
100,000 people

– Annually, roadway crashes injure 
65,000 pedestrians

Texas (2018)
– 621 crashes resulted in a fatality

– Pedestrian fatality rate is 2.14 per 
100,000 people

– Annually, roadway crashes injure 
5,684 pedestrians Ped fatalities 
were 17.1% of all traffic fatalities

1,116 resulted in serious injuries
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October 11, 2019

FHWA Pedestrian-Bicycle Focus Areas

FHWA aims to “aggressively 
reduce pedestrian deaths” 

– Texas = Pedestrian-
Bicycle Focus State

– 5 Texas cities 
Pedestrian-Bicycle 
Focus Cities: AAustin, 
Dallas, FFort Worth, 
Houston, and SSan 
Antonio

B/P Focus Areas are
– cities and states with the 

highest pedestrian and 
bicycle fatalities and/or 
fatality rates

For more information:
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/fas/
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/ped_focus/focus_cities_states2015.cfm



October 11, 2019

Pedestrian-related activities proposed in the SDR

October 11, 2019

Scooters, “micromobility”, “personal mobility devices”, “shared mobility”

BikeE-BikeVarious E-scooters

84 million trips84 million trips in 2018in 2018

38.5 million trips38.5 million trips in 2018in 2018
Source: NACTONote: there are more personal mobility devices than those pictured above.

… still only 1.9% of all vehicle trips



October 11, 2019

E-scooters use has increased rapidly nationwide in recent years

84 million trips84 million trips

Source: NACTO
… still only 1.9% of all vehicle trips!

October 11, 2019

E-scooter locations and patterns1

Used most frequently:

– Between 12pm and 6pm

– Friday, Saturday, and Sunday

Users most commonly ride either “To/From work” or for “Recreation”

Average length of E-scooter ride was 1.2 miles and lasted 16 minutes

Exclusively located in urban/suburban contexts

1As indicated by 2018 NACTO shared E-scooter program data analysis and program surveys.



October 11, 2019

Why this matters?

Potential benefits
Providing additional transportation choices

Encourage higher transit use by mitigating “last-mile problem”

Replacing cars for short trips

They’re fun! Getting transportation network users off highways (economic 
development)

Potential costs
Conflicts with pedestrians on sidewalks

Parking e-scooters on sidewalks, blocking accessibility and creating trip-
hazards

Safety risk associated with roadway use by unskilled riders

Localized urban congestion

Equity concerns

October 11, 2019

Brainstorm

Do you think the BAC should consider these topics?

Commonalities

Differences

Thoughts for future discussion



October 11, 2019

Questions

Bonnie Sherman, AICP
TxDOT – Public Transportation Division
Statewide Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator
Bonnie.Sherman@txdot.gov
(512) 486-5972

Noah Heath, AICP
TxDOT – Public Transportation Division
Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner
Noah.Heath@txdot.gov
(512) 486-5973

Carl Seifert, AICP
Carl.Seifert@Jacobs.com
(512) 486-5974



FHWA Bikeway 
Selection Guide
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