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1. Date/Time 

May 17, 2014, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 

2. Location 

Central Catholic High School – Elizondo Center, 1403 N. St. Mary’s Street, San Antonio, Texas 78215. 

3. Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public of the upcoming proposed improvements to IH 
35, and provide the public the opportunity to provide input on the proposed project. 

4. Public Notice 

A public notice of the meeting was published in the San Antonio Express-News newspaper in English 
and Spanish on Saturday, May 10, 2014.  The public notice was also mailed to property owners 
adjacent to the project as well as elected officials on Friday, May 9, 2014.  Trailer-mounted portable 
message signs were also used to advertise the meeting to the traveling public from Thursday, May 15 
through Wednesday, May 21, 2014.  These signs were strategically located within the project area to 
maximize their visibility and outreach benefits.  A copy of the public notice is included in Appendix A. 

5. Attendance 

A total of 35 individuals registered their attendance at the public meeting.  This included 12 Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) staff, one public official’s representative (for City of San 
Antonio District 1 Councilman Diego Bernal), and one member of the press (from the television station 
KTSA).  Copies of the sign-in sheets can be found in Appendix B. 

6. Materials/Displays 

The following materials and displays were made available at the meeting: 
• Speaker sign-in sheet. 
• Comment form, in English and Spanish (Appendix C). 
• Comment Box. 
• Power point presentation (Appendix D). 
• Project layouts for each of the three proposed projects, showing the location of the projects 

overlaying an aerial photograph. 
• Two boards for each project that showed the existing and proposed typical sections. 

7. Format 

The attendees were greeted at the sign-in table.  The meeting was conducted using an open house 
format during which TxDOT staff were available to interact with the public and answer questions.  The 
Displays were available for review during the open house.  A PowerPoint presentation of the project 
design and environmental impacts was playing on a continuous loop throughout the duration of the 
meeting.  A certified court reporter was available to receive and transcribe verbal comments. A Spanish 
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and Chinese language interpreter was also available at the meeting. The transcript of verbal comments 
is presented in Appendix E, and photographs of the meeting are in Appendix F. 

8. Deadline 

The deadline for public comments was May 31, 2014.  Comments received and/or postmarked on or 
before May 31, 2014, are included in the report. 

9. Comments and Responses 

A total of seven comments were received.  Four of the comments were submitted in writing, and three 
of the comments were verbal.  The transcript of the verbal comments is included in Appendix E, and 
the original written comments can be found in Appendix G.  Below is a list of the commenters (Table I) 
and a summary of the comments received and responses to those comments (Table II).  Overall, the 
public appears to be in support of the project, but had various questions and comments as presented 
in Table II. 
 

Table I: Commenters 
Commenter# Commenter 

1 Tony and Sunny Patel (written and verbal) 
2 Juan Arenas (written) 
3 Adam Ellis (written) 
4 James Kinney (written and verbal) 
5 Daniel Day (verbal) 
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Table II: Summary of Comments and Responses 
Comment 

ID 
Commenter 

# 
Summary of Comments Response 

1, 7 1 No dates provided for projected 
proposal. Commenter concerned about 
length of impact on businesses due to 
customers choosing other hotels away 
from construction.Concerned about 
safety due to construction, congestion, 
and loss of revenue due to accessibility. 
Access from parking lot of Microtel Inn 
and Suites would be at disadvantage to 
get on I-35 south unless they can get a 
closer exit from northbound I-35 #162 
to add an exit further up. Concerned 
about noise impacts to hotels. Asked if 
noise studies are being done. Requests 
a noise wall to reduce construction 
noise during construction for Microtel 
Inn and Suites and Howard Johnson Inn 
and Suites. Asked about extent of 
added lanes in the project.  

Comments noted. 
We anticipate that construction will being 
in late 2014 / early 2015 and should last 
approximently 12 months.  In an effort to 
expedite construction, the construction 
contract will include time based 
incentives and disincentives.  
Temporary traffic impacts will be 
encountered during construction, but the 
existing  number of lanes on IH 35 will be 
maintained during construction, except in 
specific short-term instances. All standard 
construction traffic control procedures 
will be employed to maintain safety for 
workers and the traveling public. 
The proposed entrance/exit ramp spacing 
has been optimized to meet allowable 
design criteria, to reduce overall 
congestion and improve safety. 
Additional exit ramps in this area are not 
being considered due to ramp spacing 
requirements. 
A noise analysis was conducted for the 
project as part of the environmental 
process; a noise wall is not warranted or 
proposed for this location. Provisions will 
be included in the plans and 
specifications that require the contractor 
to make every reasonable effort to 
minimize construction noise through 
abatement measures such as work-hour 
controls and proper maintenance of 
muffler systems. 
A new IH 35 main through-lane would not 
be added by this project,only auxiliary 
lanes between entrance and exit ramps 
will be added as part of this project. 

3 
 



 

Comment 
ID 

Commenter 
# 

Summary of Comments Response 

2 2 Northbound exit to New Braunfels St – 
cars cut through immediately to get to 
Spofford Street and to go through the 
light. 

Comment noted, the area of concern is 
outside the proposed project’s limits. No 
work on these streets are planned in this 
area. 

3 3 Commenter approves of the project, 
and would like it to proceed. 

Project support noted. 

4 4 Would like to ensure that the I-35 N 
exit at Splashtown Drive and the 
associated signage are not lost. 
Requests signage saying “exit here for 
Splashtown” on I-35 at the AT&T exit 
when it is pushed back. 

The northbound exit ramp to Splashtown 
Drive will not be modified with the 
proposed project and the existing 
Splashtown Dr. exit sign will remain.  No 
new Splashtown Dr. signs are proposed.  

5 4 At AT&T Pkwy off I-35 South is there 
any plan of having a turnaround built 
under the bridge coming back towards 
Splashtown? 

A new turnaround at AT&T Pkwy is not 
included as part this project. There is 
currently no plan for a new turnaround 
with this project. 

6 5 Concerned about lack of sidewalks and 
bicycle accommodations. Would like 
for the project to include bicycle 
accommodations. The green space 
under the 281/I-35 interchage is 
turning it into a park, and a puddle 
under one of the bridges turns into a 
lake. Concerned that the freeways cut 
off access from one side to the other. 

Comments noted. 
The purpose of this project is to reduce IH 
35 congestion and improve safety on IH 
35. Improvements to bicycle and 
pedestrian accomodations are not 
included with this project. 

 

4 
 



 

Appendix A: Public Notice 

 

 



IH 35 
OPEN HOUSE 

PUBLIC MEETING
From N Flores to New Braunfels Ave

And
AT&T Parkway to Binz-Engleman Road

(Operational Improvements to include 
Auxilliary Lanes and Ramp Adjustments)

Wednesday, May 21, 2014

Central Catholic High School 
Elizondo Center (corner of Wilmington Ave and Dallas Street)

1403 N. St. Mary’s Street
San Antonio, Texas  78215

Open House  5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Persons interested in attending the public meeting who have special communication or
accommodation needs should call (210) 615-5811 at least three (3) working days prior
to the meeting. For more information please call Clayton Ripps at (210) 615-6076.

This open house provides an opportunity for citizens to review preliminary project 
details and ask questions about the project.



Reunión pública 
IH 35 casa abierta

De Flores N a New Braunfels Ave
And

AT&T Parkway Binz Engleman carretera
(Mejoras operacionales para incluir 

Carriles auxiliares y los ajustes de la rampa)

Miércoles, 21 de mayo de 2014

Central Catholic High School 
Elizondo centro (esquina de Wilmington Ave y Dallas)

1403 N. St. Mary’s Street
San Antonio, Texas  78215

Casa abierta 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Las personas interesadas en asistir a la reunión pública que tienen comunicación
especial o necesidades de comunicación o alojamiento deben llamar a (210) 615-5811
por lo menos tres 3 días hábiles antes de la reunión. Para más información por favor
llame a Clayton Ripps al (210) 615-6076..

Esta casa ofrece una oportunidad para que los ciudadanos puedan revisar proyecto 
preliminar detalles y preguntas sobre el proyecto.
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IH 35 Open House  
COMMENT CARD 

May 21, 2014 
 
(PLEASE PRINT)  
 
NAME:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
REPRESENTING:  ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): check each of the following boxes that apply to you:  
❑ I am employed by TxDOT  
❑ I do business with TxDOT  
❑ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

COMMENTS:  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Deadline for Comments:    Saturday, May 31, 2014 
 
 Please submit by - Fax:  (512) 338-2225 
                                 Email: I-35improvements@coxmclain.com 
                                 Mail:  Cox McLain Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
                                            Attn:  Christine Polito 
                                            600 E. John Carpenter Fwy #380 
                                            Irving, Texas  75062  



IH 35 casa abierta  
TARJETA DE COMENTARIOS 

21 de mayo de 2014 
 
 (Escriba en letras de molde) 
 
Nombre:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
Dirección:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  
  
Afiliación:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
(Según el Código de Transporte de Texas (Texas Transportation Code), §201.811(a)(5)): marque cada una 
de los siguientes que apliquen a usted:   
❑ Soy empleado de TxDOT 
❑ Tengo negocios con TxDOT 
❑ Podría beneficiar en forma monetaria del proyecto o de otro punto del cual comento.  

Comentarios: _______________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Plazo para Comentarios: sábado, 31 de mayo del 2014 

Por favor envíe por:  Fax:   (512) 338-2225 
 Correo electrónico:   I-35improvements@coxmclain.com 
 Correo: Cox McLain Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
 Attn:  Christine Polito 
 600 E. John Carpenter Fwy #380 
 Irving, Texas  75062  
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Footer Text 

IH 35 OPEN HOUSE
Central Catholic High School
May 21, 2014
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Meeting Notice
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Footer Text 

Need

 Heavy congestion that is expected to worsen

 Safety issues associated with increased congestion

Purpose

 Improve mobility, traffic operations and safety by:

 Addition of auxiliary lanes

 Ramp spacing improvements

 Traffic separators

Need and Purpose
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Footer Text 

Project A Description
• Adds barrier along IH 35 upper level from Brooklyn Ave 

entrance ramp to IH 37 / US 281 direct connector
• Prevents access to IH 37 / US 281 from IH 35 lower level 
• Eliminates weaving between upper and lower levels

Project A Length  0.640 miles

Project A: NB Barrier
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Project A: NB Barrier
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Footer Text 

Central Catholic
High School
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Footer Text 
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Footer Text 

Environmental Impacts
• Temporary impacts due to construction activities.
• No impacts to water bodies or wetlands. 
• Project crosses100-year floodplain, but no impact.
• No impacts to threatened or endangered species.
• No displacements or ROW acquisition for proposed improvements.
• No impacts to historical properties or archeological resources / sites
• No worsening of air quality is anticipated.

Project A: NB Barrier
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Footer Text 

Project B Description
• Widen IH 35 to extend existing auxiliary lane from IH 37 

SB to US 281 NB
• Restripe IH 37 SB direct connector from a 2-lane exit to a 

1-lane exit
• Add approx. 350’ of retaining wall

Project B Length  0.524 MI

Project B: SB Aux Lane
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Footer Text 

Project B: SB Aux Lane
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Project B: SB Aux Lane
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Footer Text 

Environmental Impacts
• Temporary impacts due to construction activities.
• No impacts to water bodies or wetlands. 
• No floodplain impacts.
• No impacts to threatened or endangered species.
• No displacements or ROW acquisition for proposed improvements.
• No impacts to historical properties or archeological resources / sites
• No worsening of air quality is anticipated.

Project B: SB Aux Lane
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Footer Text 

Project C Description
• Widen bridge over Salado Creek
• Reconstruct entrance and exit ramps
• Provide auxiliary lanes between ramps

Project C Length  1.203 MI

Project C: Salado Creek Aux Lanes
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Footer Text 
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Footer Text 

Project C: Salado Creek Aux Lanes NB
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Footer Text 

Project C: Salado Creek Aux Lanes SB
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Footer Text 

Environmental Impacts
• Temporary impacts due to construction activities.
• Noise analysis is being conducted.
• Impacts to Salado Creek would be minimized and avoided as much 

as practicable. Impacts covered under applicable Unites States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) permits. 

• No wetlands would be impacted. 
• Project crosses100-year floodplain, but no impacts.
• No impacts to threatened or endangered species.
• No displacements or ROW acquisition for proposed improvements.
• No impacts to historical properties or archeological resources / sites
• No worsening of air quality is anticipated.

Project C: Salado Creek Aux Lanes
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Footer Text 

• Construction Start: 
Fall / Winter 2014

• Construction Duration: 
Approximately 1 Year

Project Schedule
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Footer Text 

• Category 7, STP-Metropolitan Mobility & Rehabilitation

(Selected in the Alamo Area MPO 2014 call for projects)

• Construction Cost Estimate: 

Project A: $0.9 Million

Project B: $1.1 Million

Project C: $8.0 Million

Total: $10 Million

Project Funding
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Footer Text 

• Options for Commenting
1) Give comment card to TxDOT staff tonight
2) Give verbal comments to the Court Reporter tonight
3) E-Mail comments to: I-35improvements@coxmclain.com
4) Fax comments to: (512) 338-2225
5) Mail comments to: Cox|McLain Environmental Consulting

Attn: Christine Polito
600 E. John Carpenter Fwy #380
Irving, TX 75062

• Deadline for comments: Saturday May 31, 2014
• Public Meeting Report will be posted at www.txdot.gov

when analysis is complete

We Want Your Feedback

32

mailto:I-35improvements@coxmclain.com
http://www.txdot.gov/


Footer Text 

Thank You
For Your Participation
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From: Melissa Bernal
To: Matt Werner (Matt.Werner@kcitx.com); Christine Polito; Barrlynn West
Cc: Clayton Ripps
Subject: FW: 0017-10-269, IH 35 at Salado Cr
Date: Wednesday, May 28, 2014 1:44:01 PM

FYI
 

From: David Basile 
Sent: Wednesday, May 28, 2014 1:33 PM
To: Clayton Ripps; Melissa Bernal
Cc: Lizette Colbert
Subject: 0017-10-269, IH 35 at Salado Cr
 
I received a call from the owner of three hotels in this area.  Tony Patel owns the Microtel, Howard
 Johnson and Days Inn hotels.  He said he had submitted a comment at the open house asking if any
 noise studies were being done and if a noise wall would be constructed by his hotels.  He also asked
 the extent of the added lanes in the project.  He is concerned about any added traffic noise and also
 about the construction noise.  He has a contract with a long-haul trucking company to have rooms
 ready for them any time of the day, and he did not want to have the increased noise jeopardize this
 contract.
 
I told him that certain criteria had to be met to warrant a noise wall, mainly how close any added
 traffic would be to residences.  I tried to explain we weren’t adding a new through lane, just short
 auxiliary lanes between the ramps.  I told him no added traffic is anticipated, we were just moving
 the weaving from the through lane to the auxiliary lane. 
 
He was very cordial.  He said he was just following up on his open house comment.  I told him we
 were still looking at the comments and if any changes came from them we would incorporate them
 into the plans.  I told him I would contact him if anything significant changed.
 
David

Don't mess with Texas® means don't litter.
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