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1. Project Background  
In September 2011, the Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (Alamo RMA) and Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) began the IH 35 Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study to identify 
transportation needs and potential improvements for IH 35 from Hubertus Road/FM 1103 in Schertz to 
the intersection with IH 37/US 281 in downtown San Antonio, and for Loop 410 from IH 35 on the north 
side of San Antonio east to IH 10.  The PEL Study area is shown in Figure 1-1 below.  

Figure 1-1: IH 35 PEL Study Area 

Previous planning studies, including the 1996 Northeast (IH 35) Corridor Major Investment Study (MIS), 
have identified a need for transportation improvements along this section of IH 35.  However, none of 
these efforts has advanced to the environmental study process, which identifies specific improvements 
to be implemented.  The PEL Study will draw from these previous efforts, as well as new technical 
analyses and public and agency participation, to develop proposed solutions (alternative concepts) to be 
carried forward into a more detailed National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study in late 2012.   

Re-engaging the public and agencies in the planning process is a key element of the IH 35 PEL Study.  As 
part of the public and agency participation process, the Alamo RMA and TxDOT formed a Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) and Community Advisory Committee (CAC) to provide advice and 
recommendations regarding transportation needs and proposed improvements for IH 35 within the 
study area.  These committees held their first meetings on October 31, 2011 and November 9, 2011, 
respectively, where members provided input regarding the problems, needs, and goals previously 
identified in the 1996 MIS.  These meetings were followed by two public workshops on November 16th 
and 17th, respectively, to introduce the IH 35 PEL study to the public and gather input on the previously 
identified problems, needs, and proposed solutions within the study area.   
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The input gathered from the Fall 2011 public involvement activities was incorporated into the Draft IH 
35 PEL Study Need and Purpose Statement.  It was also used to help identify the basic concepts and 
values to be considered in the development and evaluation of draft alternatives.   The Draft Need and 
Purpose Statement, as well as proposed factors and objectives to be used in the evaluation of proposed 
alternatives, were presented to the TAC and CAC on January 30th and February 2nd, respectively.  The 
Draft Need and Purpose Statement and proposed evaluation factors/objectives were then refined based 
on input from the two committees, and were presented at two public workshops on February 22nd and 
23rd, 2012.  

The input gathered from the Spring 2012 public involvement activities was used to help identify, refine, 
and conduct an initial screening (Phase I) for several draft alternative concepts for IH 35 within the study 
area.   These draft alternative concepts and initial screening results were presented to the TAC and CAC 
at two separate meetings held on May 22, 2012, and to the public at two meetings held in June 2012.  
Feedback from these meetings was used to refine the alternative concepts to be considered in a more 
detailed evaluation process (Phase II).  The results of the Phase II analysis and overall PEL Study were 
presented to the CAC on September 18th and to the TAC on September 21st, 2012.   

2. October 2012 Public Meetings 
Two public meetings were held in October 2012 to present and request feedback on the results of the 
Phase II analysis and overall IH 35 PEL Study, as well as the alternative concepts that are being proposed 
for further analysis under a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study.  The public meeting 
locations, as shown in Table 2-1 and Figure 2-1, were the same locations used for the first round of 
public workshops in Fall 2011.  The October 2012 public meeting locations catered to travelers on both 
the northbound and southbound sides of IH 35.    
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Table 2-1: IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Schedule 

Date/Time Location 

Tuesday, October 9, 2012 
5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

St. Patrick’s Church Community Center 
1114 Willow Street 
San Antonio, Texas 78208 

Wednesday, October 10, 2012 
5:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Schertz Civic Center 
1400 Schertz Parkway 
Schertz, Texas 78154 

 
  

Figure 2-1: IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Locations 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following summary provides a brief description of the October 2012 public meetings and discusses 
the input received through the process.     

 

 

 

 



 
IH 35 PEL Study Public Meeting Summary and Analysis Report – October 2012 Page 4 of 24 

 

3. Public Meeting Advertising 
The IH 35 PEL Study public meetings were advertised using both traditional and non-traditional media, 
including the following:   

• Eight legal notices (including English and Spanish language notices) ran in the San Antonio 
Express-News, the San Antonio Observer, the New Braunfels Herald – Zeitung, and La Prensa 30 
days and 10 days prior to the first meeting on October 9, 2012 (see Table 3-1 for specific 
publication dates);   

• Four display ads ran in the San Antonio Express-News, the San Antonio Observer, New Braunfels 
Herald – Zeitung, and La Prensa six to two days before the first meeting on October 9, 2012 (see 
Table 3-1 for specific publication dates);    

• Public meeting dates, times, and locations were posted on the IH 35 PEL Study website at 
www.timefor35.com, on the IH 35 PEL Study Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/TimeFor35, 
and the IH 35 PEL Twitter page at www.Twitter.com/TimeFor35 one week prior to the October 
9, 2012 meeting; follow-up information was posted to these sites immediately after the public 
meetings to provide online access to the public meeting materials and encourage the public to 
submit comments;     

• The Alamo RMA sent four separate newsletter e-notifications (on September 26th, October 2nd 
and October 8th) to over 1600 stakeholders on its mailing list to announce the public meetings;  

• The north bound portable dynamic message sign was placed in the vicinity of Walters Street 
before noon, Tuesday October 2, 2012.  It was picked up on the morning of Thursday, October 
11, 2012.  The south bound portable dynamic message sign was placed on the wide shoulder at 
Schertz Parkway the morning of Wednesday, October 3, 2012.  It was picked up the morning of 
Thursday, October 11, 2012. 

• Directional signs were placed in various locations around each public meeting facility to help 
participants find the facility and to generate additional local awareness of the event; 

• Email notifications via vertical response were sent out to the project database; 

• The San Antonio-Bexar County Metropolitan Planning Organization announced the public 
meetings in its Fast Track newsletter starting October 1, 2012.   
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Table 3-1: October 2012 Public Meeting Newspaper Advertisements 

Newspaper Advertisement Type Publication Date 

San Antonio Express-News English Legal Notice September 9, 2012 

San Antonio Observer English Legal Notice September 5, 2012 

La Prensa Spanish Legal Notice September 9, 2012 

New Braunfels Herald – Zeitung English Legal Notice September 9, 2012 

San Antonio Express-News English Legal Notice September 30, 2012 

San Antonio Observer English Legal Notice September 26, 2012 

La Prensa Spanish Legal Notice September 30, 2012 

New Braunfels Herald – Zeitung English Legal Notice September 30, 2012 

San Antonio Express-News English Display Ad October 7, 2012 

San Antonio Observer English Display Ad October 3, 2012 

La Prensa Spanish Display Ad October 7, 2012 

New Braunfels Herald – Zeitung English Display Ad October 7, 2012 

 

Copies of the advertisements, flyers, online postings, press release, articles, real estate signs, e-
notifications, portable dynamic message signs and door hangers are included in Appendix A. 

4. Public Meeting Attendance 
Excluding IH 35 PEL Study staff, 10 people participated in the October 9, 2012 public meeting at St. 
Patrick’s Church and 47 people participated in the October 10, 2012 public meeting at the Schertz Civic 
Center, bringing the total meeting attendance to 57.  Participants represented a wide range of interests 
and included private citizens, members of community organizations, city and county staff, and other 
agency representatives.  Copies of the sign-in sheets from both meetings are included in Appendix C. 
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5. Public Meeting Format and Materials 
Both public meetings utilized an open-house format, which allowed members of the public to arrive, 
view exhibits and handouts, ask questions of staff, and provide comments any time between 5:30 PM 
and 8:00 PM.  The exhibits and materials were identical for both meetings, and were designed to 
correspond with a meeting layout that included nine distinct stations.  The stations were set up slightly 
differently at each meeting, however, to accommodate differences between the meeting room sizes and 
layouts.  IH 35 PEL Study team members, comprised of TxDOT staff and consultants, were available at 
each station to provide information and answer questions from the public.    

The nine stations are described below, in the order that they were intended to be viewed by the public.   

Station 1: Welcome 
At this station members of the public could sign in, learn about the workshop format, and 
receive introductory materials.   The station included a “Welcome” display board, an IH 35 PEL 
Study banner, sign-in sheets, and a handout packet comprised of the following: 

• ”Alternative Concepts” brochure describing the development and evaluation of the 
draft alternative concepts for IH 35, as well as the draft results/recommendations;  

• “Frequently Asked Questions” handout answering general questions about the IH 35 
PEL Study process; and 

• Public comment form. 

Spanish-language versions of each handout were available upon request.  Additionally, this 
station included a “Live and Work” exercise.  This display was comprised of a map entitled 
“Show Where You Live and Work,” where project staff provided workshop attendees with 
colored dots and asked them to place a green dot where they live and an orange dot where they 
work.  The intent of this exercise was to generate thoughts and discussions about how people 
use and interact with the transportation system, as well as to help project staff understand the 
public workshop participants’ perspectives and the types of input that they provide. 

Station 2: IH 35 Planning and Environmental Linkages Study Overview 

This station was intended to provide an overview and status update of the IH 35 PEL Study to 
workshop participants.   It displayed a graphic display board showing the general IH 35 PEL 
Study process and an overall IH 35 PEL Regional and Study area map.  It also included a 
presentation that provided a visual and audio overview of the entire IH 35 PEL Study. 

There was also a graphic display board outlining how the public has assisted with the study.  The 
board outlined the four rounds of public workshops/meetings.   

The station was equipped with a narrated PowerPoint presentation that was projected onto a 
large screen, a computer and speakers, and several rows of chairs for workshop participants 
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who wished to hear the presentation.  The presentation was pre-recorded and looped so that 
everyone who wanted to hear the presentatation could do so at their convenience.   

The presentation was the same for both workshops, and included discussions of the following: 
the IH 35 PEL Study area and process; why a PEL study is being used for IH 35; input received 
from previous public workshops; the Draft Need and Purpose Statement; the alternative 
concepts development and evaluation process; and the next steps in the IH 35 PEL Study 
process.  Staff was available nearby to answer questions about the presentation.   

Station 3: Need and Purpose 

This station was intended to present the IH 35 PEL Study Draft Need and Purpose Statement, 
which was a primary component in the development and initial screening of the draft 
alternative concepts.  It displayed two exhibits that listed the current Draft Need Statement and 
Draft Purpose Statement for the IH 35 PEL Study.  Staff was available to answer any questions. 

Station 4: Alternative Concepts Development, Screening, and Results  

This station was intended to provide information about the alternative concepts development, 
screening and results of the study.  There was a graphic board explaining the standalone 
alternative concept and how it could potentially meet the Need and Purpose of the IH 35 PEL 
Study.  It was followed by a board explaining a complementary transportation system solution, 
and an informational board that outlined the process for developing and evaluating the IH 35 
PEL Study Alternative concepts. The following steps were displayed for participants to read and 
discuss with staff that was available to answer any questions:  

• Step One: Develop Universe of Alternative Concepts 
• Step Two: Phase I Alternative  Screening 
• Step Three: Grouping of Similar Alternative Concepts 
• Step Four: Phase II Alternative Evaluation 
• Step Five: Final Recommendation  

Information displayed at this station corresponded with sections of the “Alternative Concepts” 
brochure provided at the sign-in table, and staff was available to answer any questions. 

Station 5: What We Accomplished 

This station was intended to present the accomplishments of the IH 35 PEL Study.  The following 
accomplishments were displayed for participants to read and discuss with staff that was 
available to answer any questions: 

• Need and Purpose identified 
• Affected Environment identified 
• Several alternative concepts eliminated from further study as standalone solutions 
• Two alternative concepts identified for further study in NEPA 
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• Public and agencies re-engaged 
• Planning process documented for use in NEPA      

Station 6: Environmental Setting 

This interactive station was intended to show the types of environmental and community 
resources that were considered in the development and evaluation of draft alternatives.   The 
station included a large IH 35 PEL Study area maps depicting environmental resources and land 
use.  These roll maps were laid out on tables.  Project engineers, planners, and Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) staff were available to answer any questions. 

Station 7: IH 35 PEL Study Next Steps 

The intent of this station was to inform the participants of how the project team plans to move 
forward after the meeting concludes.  The exhibit displayed at this station explained that the 
project team would review the public input received, finalize technical reports, and request 
concurrence from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) prior to beginning a more 
detailed analysis in a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study.    

Station 8: Comments 

This station provided four tables with a comment box on each for meeting participants to 
complete and submit their comment forms, if desired.  Project staff collected all written 
comments at the end of each workshop, and documented them in the project record. 

Station 9: Court Reporter 

This station offered an opportunity for meeting participants to provide their comments verbally.  
A court reporter was available to transcribe the comments, which have been documented in the 
project record.   

 

Figure 5-1 shows the general layout of the October 9, 2012 meeting, while Figure 5-2 shows the general 
layout of the October 10, 2012 meeting. Table 5-1 lists all of the materials presented.  Copies of all 
materials, as well as example photos from the workshops, are included in Appendix B. 
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Figure 5-1: General Layout of the IH 35 PEL Study October 9, 2012 Public Meeting 
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Figure 5-2: General Layout of the IH 35 PEL Study October 10, 2012 Public Meeting 
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Table 5-1: October 2012 Public Meeting Materials 

Station Type Title 

Station 1:  Welcome 

Text Exhibit Welcome 

Map Exhibit Regional Study Area Map – Where Do You 
Live/Work? 

Handout Alternative Concepts Brochure 

Handout Frequently Asked Questions 

Handout Comment Form 

Handouts All Spanish Handouts – Available on Request 

Station 2:  Planning and 
Environmental Linkages Study 
Overview & Presentation 

Map Exhibit IH 35 Planning and Environmental Linkages 
Study Area Map 

Graphic Exhibit IH 35 PEL Study Process Timeline 

Graphic/Text Exhibit How You Have Helped at Each Stage 

PowerPoint 
Presentation 

IH 35 Planning and Environmental Linkages 
(PEL) Study Update 

Station 3: Need and Purpose 
Text Exhibit Need for Improvements in the IH 35 PEL Study 

Area 

Text Exhibit Purpose of Improvements in the IH 35 PEL 
Study Area 

Station 4: Alternative Concepts 
Development, Screening, and 
Results 

Text Exhibit What is a Standalone Alternative Concept? 

Text Exhibit What is a Complementary Transportation 
System Solution? 

Graphic Exhibit Screening Process 

Text Exhibit Step 1 – Develop Universe of Alternative 
Concepts 

Text Exhibit Step 2 – Phase I Alternative Screening 

Text Exhibit Step 3 – Grouping of Similar Alternative 
Concepts 

Text Exhibit Step 4 – Phase II Alternative Evaluation 



 
IH 35 PEL Study Public Meeting Summary and Analysis Report – October 2012 Page 12 of 24 

 

Table 5-1: October 2012 Public Meeting Materials 

Station Type Title 

(Station 4 continued) 
Text Exhibit Step 5 – Final Recommendation 

Graphic/Text Exhibit Next Steps (Alternatives) 

Station 5:  What We 
Accomplished Graphic Exhibit Overall Results 

Station 6:  Environmental 
Setting 

Roll Plot Environmental Resources (3) 

Roll Plot Land Use 

Exhibit Green Road Signs 

Station 7:  Next Steps Text Exhibit What Happens Next (Overall Study) 
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6. Public Meeting Comments 
The official public comment period for the October 2012 public meetings opened October 9, 2012  and 
ended October 24, 2012.  Members of the public could provide comments through a variety of methods, 
including the following: 

• Dropping a written comment form in the public meeting comment box at Station 8; 

• Providing a verbal comment to the court reporter at Station 9; 

• Mailing a written comment to the IH 35 PEL Study Office; 601 NW Loop 410, Suite 410; San 
Antonio, Texas 78216; 

• Submitting a comment through the website at www.Timefor35.org; 

• Emailing a comment to IH35@rjrivera.com; and 

• Faxing a comment to (210) 340-5664 

In addition, members of the public could also call the IH 35 PEL Study hotline at (210) 412-3434 to speak 
to project staff, though comments must have been submitted in writing to be considered part of the 
official record. 

Table 6-1 shows the number of comment submissions by meeting (where applicable) and method by 
which they were submitted. 
 

Table 6-1: Comment Submissions During the IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comment 
Period 

Submission Method 

Public Meeting Comments Other Comments 
Submitted During 
Comment Period 

Total 
Comments 10/9 10/10 

Comment Drop Box (comment 
forms) 2 15 NA 17 

Court Reporter Transcriptions 0 6 NA 6 

Email Submissions NA NA 5 5 

Letters NA NA 0 0 

Total Comments 2 21 5 28 
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Most of the comments submitted during the public meetings provided feedback about problems and 
proposed solutions for IH 35.  Some of the most frequently-received comments included the following: 

• Belief that additional lanes are needed, but not tolled; 

• More turn-arounds are needed at certain intersections to improve traffic flow; 

• Safety concerns due to speed limits, on ramps and road markings; 

• Desire for additional transit/rail solutions; and  

• Overall desire to expand the existing IH 35 facility and improve connecting facilities. 

 
Table 6-2 provides a listing of and response codes for all comments received during the official comment 
period, while Table 6-3 provides the corresponding responses.  Comments are listed verbatim, and are 
sorted by last name, date, and comment submission type.   

 

 



 
IH 35 PEL Study Public Meeting Summary and Analysis Report – October 2012     Page 15 of 24 

 

Table 6-2: Comments and Response Codes for All IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comments 

Last Name First Name Business 
with TxDOT? Date Submission 

Type 
Comment 
Number Comment Comment 

Response Code 

Anonymous  No 10/9/12 Comment Form 1 Hike & bike trail needed to connect Salado Creek Trail Head (Seguin Rd. Jack White Park) to Walters St. Bridge hike & bike 
& connect Salado Creek Trailhead to trail to be built along FM 78 toward Kirby. A 

Anonymous  No 10/9/12 Comment Form 2 

Create elevated sections at some of the heaviest spots like coming into downtown or at 35/1604.  This is always so heavy.  
The elevated sections could be used by long distance drivers who are going interstate.  Right now you have all drivers 
local/commercial/interstate on these lanes.  Not everyone is going to Austin/out of state, etc.  Need some elevated 
sections along the way. 

 B 

Anonymous  No 10/9/12 Comment Form 3 Also have an HOV on both the elevated and lower lanes.  Even though the driving speed may be 80-85 not all drivers do 
this.  An HOV lane could be for your fast drivers who do not slow down everyone.   B, C 

Anonymous  No 10/10/12 Comment Form 4 Have safety boxes phones along the way and well lit at night. D 

Anonymous  No 10/10/12 Comment Form 5 

From 35 around Walzen or Eisenhower, NB & SB the ramp goes up. 410 EB at Perrin Beitel Bridge the ramp goes up and 
connects to 35 the NB bridge this bridge is elevated double decked to and beyond FM 1103.  SB 35 is elevated double 
decker from north to FM 1103 and goes to Walzen/Eisenhower & swings west to the Perrin Beitel Bridge.  Make it high & 
speed out at 1604 so when 1604/35 is rebuilt you have room.  Make the # of entrance ramps to keep traffic moving make 
numerous exits so they can get off when they need to or have to because of a wreck.  Do all of this, toll at $.025 to $.50 & 
it will get used. 

B, D, G 

Battle Cynthia No 10/10/12 Comment Form 6 
My family arrived to SCUS area in 2003 & 35 has become horrendous in the past couple of years.  I'm happy that there are 
thoughtful studies but however the most important alternative to me is the lack of public transportation in this area.  This 
meeting was helpful & addressed all my questions in this regard.   

C, F 

Battle Cynthia No 10/10/12 Comment Form 7 
The entrance ramps, N Bound from Costco to Rudy's BBQ has been in existence for a few years & it's a very dangerous 
ramp.  Coupled with foolish drivers, rude drivers & a short merge onto 35 I avoid it when I have family in the car or when 
it's busy.  Has this ramp been studied or is there a way to get rid of it all together?  Thank you! 

D 
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Table 6-2: Comments and Response Codes for All IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comments 

Last Name First Name Business 
with TxDOT? Date Submission 

Type 
Comment 
Number Comment Comment 

Response Code 

Becker Randal No 10/9/12 Email 8 

Dear Texas Transportation Commission and Honorable Commissioners: the public has already paid for Interstate Highway 
35 from Laredo to Canada.  Creating toll (tax) lanes on this road, or any road, will be devastating to each and every person 
who uses these roads.  Most of these toll (tax) dollars will come from individual incomes.  Along with the gas tax, the 
TxDOT already collects a road and bridge tax at registration time every year.  As individuals, we already pay: gas tax, road 
and bridge tax, bonds for road improvement tax, property tax, sales tax, federal income tax, school district tax, medical 
district tax, community college district tax, Medicare tax, FICA tax, city tax, capital gains tax, estate tax.  And you want us 
to pay more tax...in the form of a toll.  I say no to more taxes and absolutely no to any tolls.  I urge you to stand up and say 
no to toll roads.  Each individual car owner will have to pay an extra toll (tax) from their own personal funds to use a 
highway that is already paid for with previous, current and future tax dollars as well as matching federal funds.  Personal 
incomes will suffer.  Personal incomes will suffer from a toll (tax) in a good economy.  They will suffer more in a bad 
economy.  As a matter of fact, a new form of criminal will be created from toll runners that cannot afford to pay tolls.  
People will find a way around the toll to avoid this tax.  Texas has the gas tax in place to pay for road building projects, but 
the Texas Legislature keeps robbing this fund because they can.  Close the loopholes, put the road money where it 
belongs.  There are other revenue sources besides a new tax (toll) from the local citizens.  We have enough taxes to pay 
already.  No more.  Enough is enough.  Say no to tolls.  So no to foreign partnerships that include tolls. I appreciate your 
time and attention to this most important matter. 

H 

Broschat Cyndi No 10/10/12 Comment Form 9 

At the 3009 exit... on the access road you need to extend the white reflective lane dividers so that the businesses at that 
exit can exit their businesses safely.  Right now drivers exiting @ the 3009 exit go to the far right lane as soon as they get 
past the reflective posts that are presently there.  You need to extend them a little past Cabana Dr. where La Posadita 
Mexican Rest. is. Thank you for your consideration. 

D 

Burke Shonale No 10/10/12 Comment Form 10 Very informative. Glad someone is working on the problem. F 

Carr Donna Yes 

10/10/12 

Comment Form 11 

It seems like it has tried to cover all alternatives but still after a year comes down to needing more lanes on I35 that we 
knew from the beginning.  When the time comes I would like for another consideration to be made.  When the 
subdivisions NorthCliffe and Scenic Hills were established 25+ years ago, the service road of I35 was 2 way allowing for 
residents to travel south to 1103 to crossover to go south on I35.  I don't know when or why but that was stopped and 
residents had to travel north 1+ miles to exit 180 Schwab road to make the turn around.  This area is growing and Sysco 
has a large facility on Schwab road.  I am requesting a crossover or under be made at Country Club Blvd. between exit 178 
& 180.  This could be addressed when you are making the additional lanes on I35.  Thank you for looking into this. 

B, D 

Carr Reed No 

10/10/12 

Comment Form 12 

Nice presentation, but the need is so obvious for more lanes on I-35 that, except to satisfy some bureaucratic regulation, 
this all seems a waste of time.  More lanes are need all the way to New Braunfels.  An overpass at Country Club is needed 
for the approximately 2,000 homes in the 4 separate neighborhoods that feed in & out of Northcliffe from Country Club 
Blvd., Covers Cove, and those who drive the "back way" out Chelsea to 1103.  It is a 3 mile road trip to go south on I-35 
from Country Club via Schwab Rd. 

B, D, E 
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Table 6-2: Comments and Response Codes for All IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comments 

Last Name First Name Business 
with TxDOT? Date Submission 

Type 
Comment 
Number Comment Comment 

Response Code 

Dixon Don No 

10/10/12 

Court Reporter 13 

My name is Don Dixon.  I'm a mechanical engineer, and I'm a past president of San Antonio Texas Association of Business.  
So I've had  quite a bit of activity in the business world.  And, of course, since my business was transportation related, I 
certainly have an interest in what they're doing on our Interstate 35, but I'm particularly interested in the fact that this 
design remains completely free to all travelers.  In other words, regardless of status, income, it should be completely free.  
In other words, there should not be any managed lanes, any HOV lanes, any HOT lanes, or any toll lanes.  This project 
should be designed completely where it's absolutely free and meets the purpose and need, from a freedom of access - I 
can't think of the word - completely free in their study, just to make sure that those lanes are free.   

H 

Dixon Don No 

10/10/12 

Court Reporter 14 

I had some problem with their dialogue, when they mentioned the word "managed" the congestion.  I don't think manage 
is a good word because, from a public standpoint, manage seems like they're trying to control the behavior, and I'm not 
for any kind of activity that controls behavior. I'd like to see them use a different word on their presentation rather than 
manage.  I don't really know what they mean, but they had it there.  And I discussed it with the consultant, and he said 
they might consider a different word rather than manage.  Okay.  That's basically what I - I'm certainly interested in 
improving the Interstate 35.  It's definitely needed. 

I 

Dixon Don No 

10/10/12 

Court Reporter 15 

I like the work that TxDOT is doing out here between 1604 and 3009 currently.  That's a very good project.  The TxDOT 
engineer explained that to me.  That's going to be a tremendous help.  I'd like to see them do more work like that 
continuously, so that when you see problems, get in there, get them solved, and it would save a lot of problem, rather 
than just delay, delay, delay.  Okay. That's it. 

D, F 

Dixon Don No 10/10/12 Comment Form 16 No Tolls. No HOV lanes. No HOT lanes. All access to our state public roads. Should be completely freely accessible.  I am 
just an ordinary citizen. C, F, H 

Dossey Patrick No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 17 

My name is Patrick Dossey.  I'm a citizen of San Antonio and live in the neighborhood and work all over San Antonio.  I do 
not have any connection with TxDOT or will not benefit from this project.  I think the presentation tonight was well done, 
well presented.  The only issue I have, of course, is I have two issues with any new improvement of the highways in Texas.  
I don't want them tolled, that's an aggressive tax on the people who work for a living, and I do want them funded and bid 
on with competitive bidding versus design-build contracts.  Other than that, I know we need capacity and I hope it gets 
built as soon as possible.  Thank you so much. 

H 

Earl Wanda No 10/23/12 Email 18 

My address was 1901 N Panam, San Antonio Texas 78018…Sometimes in the past Panam was eliminated and is now 1901 
N. Interstate 35.  I was not given any notice that my street no longer exists.  Why the BIG SECRET?  We know that the 
hiway dept is considering some changes to I35.  I guess that the hiway expansion will be in my front yard since the right of 
way is only 2 feet from my front sidewalk.  I am an 80 year old widow and and own my house and property.  At my age I 
definitely do not like surprises.  I could sell my house but, who would buy it knowing of the expansion.  Please let me 
know what the heck is going on.  What will happen to me? 

B 

Franklin Gerry No 10/10/12 Comment Form 19 

I am impressed with the work that has been done.  The initial work of adding lanes and turn arounds will greatly improve 
traffic flow.  During this process, however, encouraging people to use the new 4 lane FM 3009 to FM 2252 IS NOT 
AVAILABLE alternative.  2252 West to Evans is only a 2 lane road with a left turn center lane.  Even now, on a normal 
traffic day in the a.m. rush, traffic backs up west bound from the light @ Evans well into Garden Ridge, sometimes to Bat 
Cave.  God forbid a train comes or the guards malfunction.  In the evening, traffic east bound backs up nearly to Evans. 

E 
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Table 6-2: Comments and Response Codes for All IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comments 

Last Name First Name Business 
with TxDOT? Date Submission 

Type 
Comment 
Number Comment Comment 

Response Code 

Franklin Gerry No 10/10/12 Comment Form 20 Please consider adding a turnaround @ Schertz Pkwy for the ease of reaching Lowes & HEB. D 

Franklin Gerry No 10/10/12 Comment Form 21 The entrance ramp from the access road to NB I-35 just before Evans is very dangerous.  We were told that a revamping 
of the ramp is under consideration.  This is a good thing.  Thanks to the folks who came out to inform us. D 

Gadsby Harold No 10/10/12 Comment Form 22 
The problem at present is the speed come in to the city.  The speed should be reduced at 1103 to 55 mph and at 3009 to 
45 mph - from the hours of 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. - by reducing the speed it will reduce the number of accidents during 
the morning rush hour.  They did this in Boston 67 years ago and it work. 

D 

Graham Mary No 10/8/12 Email 23 

One suggestion we have for lessening the huge amount of traffic on I-35 is to legally MAKE 18-wheeler trucks use State 
Hwy 130/State Hwy 45 unless they can prove, though paperwork, that they have a delivery accessible only by driving on I-
35.  A hefty fine would be given to those who don't cooperate.  To enforce this you'd no doubt have to remove the toll 
from the highway.  The money lost from the tolls could be made up by increasing the gas tax by one cent ONLY UNTIL the 
highway is paid for.  Truckers are being hit hard in the wallet, like all of us with higher fuel prices, but a limited time one 
cent increase I think would pass any vote, to lessen the traffic on I-35. We live in Scenic Hills subdivision and find it 
necessary to travel that highway to get anywhere from our location.  We've totally given up trying to travel south on I-35 
any afternoon, starting around 3PM. This problem has worsened 100% since we moved here seven years ago.  Population 
growth, I'm sure, accounts for much of the traffic, but removing the trucks from that corridor would definitely help.  The 
two major traffic hang-ups that we see are the 'do-is-do' of traffic 'exchanging' lanes to get to 1604 from I-35 heading 
south, and another like situation of exchanging lands to get from 1604 on to I-35 north.  Whatever engineer designed 
those problem areas wasn't looking forward to the increase of traffic we have now.  We try to avoid those two hot spots 
at all times possible. Asking the public for input to the problems encountered is fine, but where are the engineers who are 
the professionals at problems like these?  We, as citizens, can see where the main problems are, but certainly don't know 
how to redesign the major problem intersections to solve them. 

G, H 

Hetzel Dick No 10/7/12 Email 24 

Since R. J Rivera Associates was involved in the 1103 study a few years ago, hopefully some of the information that I've 
included can be of assistance.  I feel that a connection between IH 35 and IH 10 would provide significant benefit to help 
address the growing congestion on the IH35 roadway by diverting some traffic to IH 10 and possibly alleviating some of 
the congestion on 410 between IH35 and IH10 also.  Hopefully, the Powerpoint isn't too confusing.  Although I believe I've 
identified most of the major points, if there are any that I need to clarify or remove, please call or perhaps we'll have an 
opportunity to speak at the Schertz meeting on Wednesday.  (powerpoint presentation attached to email) 

E 

Kraft Gloria 

No 

10/10/12 Comment Form 25 

I agree to adding highway capacity to the existing IH facility.  I live in the New Braunfels area and I am wondering how the 
traffic flow will be (when this proposed project is completed to FM 1103) to New Braunfels as well as to San Marcos.  In 
my opinion whatever is done in the project will need to be done from FM 1103 thru New Braunfels and thru San Marcos 
otherwise "these lanes will be becoming parking lots" once this project ends at FM 1103. 

B 

Kraft Gloria No 10/10/12 Comment Form 26 Also I do "not" want foreign companies investing in the USA road systems nor being in charge in building USA roadways. H 
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Table 6-2: Comments and Response Codes for All IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comments 

Last Name First Name Business 
with TxDOT? Date Submission 

Type 
Comment 
Number Comment Comment 

Response Code 

Light Kima 

No 

10/10/12 Comment Form 27 

I liked the format and felt I could ask questions at anytime.  I liked the sketch from TxDOT on the improvements that have 
already been bid out & will begin shortly.  It is better to know ahead of the construction.  Since Wurzback Parkway is a 
main rd. through San Antonio, it would be impt. to have some fore thought as to how to improve access from I-35 to get 
on that freeway - probably between O'Connor & Wiedner.  Plan ahead - not after businesses are all built up there.  Thanks 
for the info. 

E, I 

Light Kima No 10/10/12 Comment Form 28 I am also in favor of a dedicated (high speed) rail line from S.A. to Austin to Dallas.  This would improve movement on I-35. C 

McNamara Steve No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 29 
I am Steve McNamara. I travel on I-35 all the way from Garden Ridge to Lackland Air Force Base every day, so I'm very 
familiar with the route.  It really needs - the problem needs to be fixed.  It looks like a great plan.  Let's get on with the 
study. 

F 

Moczygemba Karen No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 30 

What we were suggesting is like a flyover like they have over at San Pedro and Blanco for the area by The Forum to get to 
1604, because that seems to back up the traffic a lot right there.  Because after that moves out of the way, then you kind 
of get an opening there.   The flyovers and the transit I understand, on 3009, both north and south, they are going to do 
the turnaround thing, which would help considerably.  They could do that even at - what is it, Schertz Parkway.  Schertz 
Parkway would be another good one to do that for.  I think it's just Schertz Parkway and 3009 that woudl be good to have 
a turnaround - well and O'Connor Road and 35 would be another good one to have because there's a lot of -- we get off 
there.  That would be another good place to have a turnaround on both sides. That's all i can think of.  Thank you very 
much. 

D 

Moczygemba Karen No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 31 What was the other one?  Oh, see if VIA could extend their bus service out so that maybe you could get like a commuter 
bus line and just - for people commuting in, not just into the downtown area, because not everybody works downtown. C 

Moczygemba Karen No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 32 

Because a lot of times you're coming off of the access road, heading southbound on the access road, and you get to 3009, 
and it backs up down the access road and it takes forever for the light to change and a lot of the people are turning.  Well, 
if they have had a turnaround, you wouldn't have half of this buildup, including us.  You could go around and get right off, 
go straight into Bill Miller's if you want. 

G 

Moczygemba Stan No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 33 

Because I know - Well, I work for VIA so I ride when I can.  But I've ridden sometimes several periods, weeks, and the bus 
is loaded, and that's from the Randolph park and ride.  There's been times where it's just been packed up, standing.  And I 
know that if they were to - if you could convince VIA to build a park and ride outside of - right over there by 1518, because 
there's a lot of VIA vans - they have - they call them van pools.  Its - people have one van and they drive it and they park 
this thing right under the bridge.  If you had a park and ride there, you'd get a lot of people from New Braunfels parking 
there, because they come in there and they wouldn't have to wait so long to get - you know, to get through all the traffic.  
That's my problem.  I go to the park and ride and it's 10 miles.  My God, it takes me 45 minutes sometimes, depending on 
the traffic.  And if they would just - I don't know.  I work for them, but I don't understand them all the time. I thought 
there was some kind of legal limit for going outside the boundary of Bexar County, but they actually have a little portion 
of Cibolo in the service area.  It's like about a one mile square area at the - tips off the bottom of the country.  I never even 
knew about it.  They said they go to Guadalupe County.  Yeah, about that far (indicating). 

C, G 
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Table 6-2: Comments and Response Codes for All IH 35 PEL Study October 2012 Public Meeting Comments 
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Comment 
Number Comment Comment 
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Potts Linda No 10/10/12 Comment Form 34 

If 2252 is going to be an alternate to the construction on 35, there will need to be a stop light put up at Bat Cove/2252.  
Traffic is already bad at this time.  Also the light at 2252 & Evans will need to be changed (time lengthened) to 
accommodate all the traffic.  It sometimes can back up from Evans to 3009 or 2252.  It would be great if they could 
expand 2252 from Evans to 3009 (North/South) to 2 lanes on each side. 

E 

Potts Linda No 10/10/12 Comment Form 35 
Also, it would be great to put turn arounds at Schertz Parkway so that people could go to the businesses (Lowes, IHOP, 
HEB) without going thru the lights at 3009.  Entrance at Evans & I-35 (Selma) - the entrance ramp needs to be extended so 
that cars have a little more space to check for on-coming traffic. Not enough acceleration lane. 

D 

Rightnour Mark No 10/10/12 Comment Form 36 

I appreciated the ability to leisurely walk around and read boards or maps or ask questions of the representatives in the 
room. The map of the entire project area was very helpful to see current traffic flow and highway orientation.  I am 
particularly interested in the FM 3009 to Judson Rd. project on IH-35 so a copy of the proposed construction areas would 
have been extremely helpful.  I'd like to thank and recognize Randy Grones for taking time to answer my questions and 
the questions of others. 

F 

Smith Denise No 10/15/12 Email 37 I have to drive my 13 year old Autistic son to a private Autistic school every day.  I get stuck in traffic going there and 
coming back.  What we need is what Houston has, a HOV lane.  I live off of FM 3009 G 

Ullon Adolph No 10/10/12 Comment Form 38 Very impressed with the presentation.  My comment is that HOV Lanes should be considered on IH 35. I, G 

Wentz Kelly No 10/10/12 Court Reporter 39 

I live right before 1103, and I commute to 410 and Callaghan.  I used to commute to downtown San Antonio, so I've driven 
all the way through the projected - the study area and now drive through a great part of it.  Right now, my commute can 
be anywhere from 30 minutes, on a really, really good day.  I've spent two hours in the car.  I have to use two - I use two 
different apps on my phone to monitor traffic.  I have to get up and watch traffic, I listen to it, I watch the signs, because I 
have to reroute myself.  I have to get off of 35 all the time.  Either I get off right at -- what is it? - I guess it would be right 
at Schertz Parkway and ride the access road all the way down past Retama, get back on. I have like this process I go 
through every morning.  And I just hate this - I hate the fact that I have to - I can't - I don't have a set time I can get to 
work.  So even if I leave my house early, sometimes I'll be stuck in the parking lot at work for an extra, you know, 30 
minutes or longer because I can't get in because I left early.  Or I'll end up there at work, you know, 30 minutes late and 
then I get in trouble or have to stay later.  It's just frustrating.  And I live literally off of 35, so I know something needs to 
be done, but it's going to impact us a lot because my neighborhood empties onto 35.  So anything that's done is going to 
be a big impact.  So I either need to find another job or...that's probably it. 

G 

Wentz Kelly No 10/10/12 Comment Form 40 

I appreciate having the opportunity to view the materials as well as the explanation of the planning process and how the 
alternatives were analyzed and narrowed down.  I would have liked to be given the information on the proposed timeline 
for the remaining phases of the project.  I live literally off the access road of I-35 south of 1103.  I commute daily to 410 
and Callaghan and find my commute can be as little as 25-35 minutes and as long as 2 hours.  I am concerned about the 
construction phases to include impact on property values being right off the highway. 

F, I 
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Table 6-3: Comment Response Code Key for the October 2012 Public Workshop Comments 

Response 
Code 

General Topic 
Addressed Response  

A 

Comments regarding 
bicycle/pedestrian 
needs or proposed 
improvements 

Pedestrian/bicycle access is required to be considered in the 
design of transportation facilities.  If the project moves 
forward into a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
study and a build alternative is selected, then such design 
features would be incorporated. 

B 

Comments regarding 
the potential expansion 
of IH-35 through the 
study area 

Expansion of the existing IH 35 facility is being 
recommended for further study under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  During such a study, 
specific details related to the project's design and 
construction (including at-grade, elevated, and depressed 
options, operational improvement components, number and 
type of lanes), as well as potential impacts on the built and 
natural environment, will be considered. 

C 

Suggestion of or 
comment regarding 
proposed rail, transit, or 
TDM/TSM/ITS 
improvements 

Rail-Only, Transit-Only, and TDM/TSM/ITS-Only  alternative 
concepts were considered  during the initial (Phase I) 
screening process to determine whether or not they would 
meet the Need and Purpose of the IH 35 PEL Study.   
Although it was determined that they would not meet the 
Need and Purpose as standalone alternatives, Rail, Transit, 
and TDM/TSM/ITS systems will be considered in a future 
more detailed studies to determine how other standalone 
alternatives could potentially complement such systems.   

D 
Suggestion of specific 
operational and safety 
improvements 

The TxDOT-San Antonio District is currently implementing 
several operational improvements on IH 35 within the study 
area as a separate process from the IH 35 PEL Study.  The 
District will continue to work with local communities in the 
future, regardless of the outcome of the IH 35 PEL Study, to 
identify additional operational and safety improvements that 
can be made to improve mobility and safety within the 
corridor. 
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Table 6-3: Comment Response Code Key for the October 2012 Public Workshop Comments 

Response 
Code 

General Topic 
Addressed Response  

E 

Comments regarding 
the potential 
construction or 
expansion of alternative 
facilities 

Although the IH 35 PEL Study showed that some mobility 
improvements to IH 35 may be achieved by expanding 
parallel roadways or constructing new location facilities, 
these alternatives are not being recommended for further 
study under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
due to their potential impacts to the built and natural 
environment. 

F General comment or 
suggestion 

Thank you for your comment.  It will be noted in the official 
record for the IH 35 PEL Study. 

G 

Identification of a 
specific transportation 
need or solution for IH 
35 

Specific problems identified during the IH 35 PEL Study 
process will continue to be considered in future, more 
detailed studies under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA).  During such a study, specific details related to the 
project's design and construction (including at-grade, 
elevated, and depressed options, operational improvement 
components, and number and type of lanes) will be 
considered. 
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Table 6-3: Comment Response Code Key for the October 2012 Public Workshop Comments 

Response 
Code 

General Topic 
Addressed Response  

H 
Issues related to specific 
funding mechanisms for 
IH 35 improvements 

Transportation funding policy is established by state and 
federal legislation, which is outside the scope of the IH 35 
PEL Study.  If alternative funding mechanisms are used to 
finance any project identified through a subsequent National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, any potential 
impacts on the social and natural environment resulting 
from the use of these mechanisms will be evaluated. 

I 
Comments regarding  
the IH 35 PEL Study 
public meeting materials 

Thank you for your feedback on the materials presented at 
the public meeting.  Project staff will take this feedback into 
consideration when preparing materials for public meetings 
to ensure that they are user-friendly and clearly 
communicate technical information. 
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7. Conclusion and Next Steps 
Much of the general feedback from the October 2012 public meetings was similar to that 
received from the November 2011, February 2012 and June 2012 public workshops in that it 
supported the need for major transportation improvements in the IH 35 PEL study area.  The 
recommended alternative concepts presented at the October 2012 public meetings will be used 
in future NEPA studies that are undertaken.  The specific project details to be explored further in 
a NEPA study are: 

• Number of lanes to be added 
• Engineering and design (at-grade, elevated, depressed lanes, etc.) 
• Potential environmental and social impacts 
• Project financing (general purpose lanes, managed lanes, tolling) 

Next, the project team will review the public input received, finalize technical reports and 
request concurrence from the Federal Highway Administration. Upon completion, a full NEPA 
study will begin. 
 
Copies of this document, as well as future public workshop documents, will be available online 
at www.TimeFor35.com, in local libraries, and at the TxDOT-San Antonio District Office, the IH 
35 PEL Study Office.  Questions or additional comments may be directed to 210-549-7235 (210-
549-SA35) or IH35@rjrivera.com. 
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