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1. Date/Time 

November 18, 2013, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 

2. Location 

Christa McAuliffe Middle School; 9390 SW Loop 410, San Antonio, TX 78242 

3. Purpose 

The purpose of the meeting was to inform the public of upcoming proposed improvements to 
Somerset Road at Leon Creek, and provide the public the opportunity to provide input on the 
proposed project. 

4. Format 

The public meeting consisted of an open house format during which project team members were 
available to interact with the public and answer questions.  Displays were available for review 
during the open house.  There was no formal presentation given; however, the open house was 
supplemented by a power point presentation which was on a continuous loop throughout the 
duration of the meeting.  The power point presentation included an overview of the proposed 
project, a summary of the justification for the project, project layouts, and contact information to 
provide comments by fax, email, or mail.  A court reporter was also available to record comments 
verbatim if the public chose to provide comments in that manner. 

5. Public Notice 

Public notices of the meeting were published in the San Antonio Express-News newspaper in 
English and Spanish on Saturday, October 19, 2013 and Friday, November 8, 2013.  The public 
notices were also mailed to property owners adjacent to the project as well as elected officials and 
CSA staff.  Two trailer-mounted portable message signs were also used to advertise the meeting to 
the traveling public beginning one week prior to the meeting.  These signs were strategically located 
within the project area to maximize their visibility and outreach benefits.  Copies of the public 
notices are found in Appendix A. 

6. Attendance 

A total of 26 individuals registered their attendance at the public meeting.  This included seven 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) staff, two representatives from the City of San Antonio 
(CSA), and one public official, Councilman Rey Saldana.  Copies of the sign-in sheets for the 
meeting can be found in Appendix B. 

7. Displays/Materials 

A comment form was available at the sign-in table, and was handed out to attendees as they 
arrived at the meeting.  A copy of the comment form and displays from the meeting are found in 
Appendix C.  A copy of the power point presentation can be found in Appendix D. 
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The following displays were available for viewing: 
• Two project layouts showing the location of the proposed project overlaying a 2013 aerial 

photograph. 
• Two project layouts showing the detour routes during construction of the proposed project 

overlaying a 2013 aerial. 
• A board showing the existing and proposed typical sections. 
• A board showing a picture of the existing bridge and a rendering of how the bridge would look 

with the proposed improvements. 
• A power point presentation projected onto the wall detailing general project information. 

8. Deadline 

The deadline for public comments was November 28, 2013.  Comments received and/or 
postmarked on or before November 28, 2013, are included in the report. 

9. Summary of Meeting 

The attendees were greeted at the sign-in table as they walked in.  They were handed a comment 
sheet and were informed of the open house format of the meeting.  They then had the opportunity 
to view the displays that were available where TXDOT personnel were present to address any 
questions or concerns, and view the power point presentation detailing general project information.  
The court reporter was also available to persons who choose to have their comments recorded 
verbatim at any time during the meeting. 

10. Comments and Responses 

A total of four comments were received.  Three of those comments were submitted in writing; the 
third comment was submitted via the court reporter.  The original comments can be found in 
Appendix E. 
 
Below is a summary of the comments received.  Like comments have been compiled and 
summarized to facilitate the responses.  Overall, the public appears to be in support of the project. 
 

Commenter# Commenter 
1 Edmund Yamaguchi 
2 Fred Yamaguchi 
3 Mark Verstuyft 
4 Ester Herrera 
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Commenter# Summary of Comments Response 
1, 3 Comments regarding 

changing the traffic on the 
bridge from two-way to one-
way, and going in the 
southbound direction. 

Since the bridge is not wide enough to safely allow for two-
way traffic, the operation of the bridge would be converted 
from two-way to one-way operation.  Traffic would be 
changed to the southbound direction since there is an IH 35 
frontage road in close proximity going in the northbound 
direction.  This would allow for traffic to travel in both 
northbound and southbound directions. 

1, 2, 3 Comments regarding the 
closing of the IH 35 frontage 
road bridges during major 
floods and how traffic is 
routed. 

In the event of heavy flooding and the closing of the IH 35 
frontage roads, TxDOT and the CSA would look at possible 
alternate routes. 

1, 4 Comments regarding the 
preservation of the bridge 
as opposed to replacing the 
bridge. 

During the environmental study of the bridge, it was found 
to be historic due to the distinctiveness of its design, the 
time period of construction, and the high degree of integrity.  
The bridge was built in 1914 and it is one of only a few of 
this type of concrete arch bridges left in the State of Texas.  
The bridge was also found to be functionally obsolete 
(meaning it is too narrow to be a two-way road), and 
structurally deficient (meaning the bridge has a maximum 
load it can safely carry).  The proposed project will improve 
both of these conditions and allow the historic bridge to 
remain in service while keeping its original appearance for 
the traveling public to enjoy. 

2 Comment regarding the 
impact to property values if 
the proposed project was 
implemented. 

Comment noted.  The increased distance in travel patterns 
in the northbound direction from northbound Somerset 
Road (west of the bridge) via the IH 35 northbound frontage 
road is minor; approximately 1,300 feet.  Travel patterns in 
the southbound direction would not change.  The safety 
improvements from the proposed project should be a 
benefit to the surrounding community. 
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Persons interested in attending the public meeting who 
have special communication or accommodation needs 
should call (210) 615-5811 at least three (3) working 
days prior to the meeting.  For more information call 
(210) 615-5920. 

Somerset Road Bridge at Leon Creek  
Open House Public Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 18, 2013 
Christa McAuliffe Middle School 

9390 SW Loop 410 
San Antonio, TX 78242 

 
Open House 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

 

 

 



 

Las personas interesadas en participar en  la reunión pública 
de casa abierta que tienen necesidades especiales de la 
comunicación o de la comodidad deben llamar (210) 615-5811 
por lo menos tres (3) días antes de la reunión.  Para mas 
información llamaa (210) 615-5920. 

Puente de la Carretera Somerset sobre el Arroyo Leon  
Casa Abierta 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 de novembre del 2013 
Christa McAuliffe Middle School 

9390 SW Loop 410 
San Antonio, TX 78242 

 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm casa abierta 
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COMMENT CARD 

(PLEASE PRINT) 
 
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REPRESENTING: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Somerset  Road Bridge at Leon Creek 
Open House Public Meeting 

Christa McAuliffe Middle School 
 

November 18, 2013 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): check each of the following boxes that apply to you:  
 I am employed by TxDOT  

  I do business with TxDOT  

 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

COMMENTS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deadline for Comments:    Thursday, November  28, 2013 
  
Please submit by - Fax:  (210)  615-6115,  Attn:  Laura Lopez 
                                Mail:  Texas Department of Transportation 
                                            Attn:  Laura Lopez 
                                            P. O. Box 29928 
                                            San Antonio, Texas   78229   
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Appendix D 
Powerpoint Presentation 

 
 
 



Somerset Road at  
Leon Creek Bridge 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 



SOMERSET ROAD 

 OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING 
 November 18, 2013 
 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

LOCATION: AT LEON CREEK 
 
BEXAR COUNTY 

 Christa McAuliffe Middle 
School 



Project Information 

 Somerset Road is a part of the City of San Antonio’s roadway 
network 

 
 The bridge on Somerset Road is part of the Texas Department 

of Transportation’s (TxDOT’s) off-system bridge program 
 
 Project is located in City Council District 4, Rey A. Saldaña 
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Location Map 
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Project Location 
Somerset Rd at 

Leon Creek 

N 



Proposed Improvements 

 Repair existing damaged rail on the bridge 
 
 Install crash tested steel rail inside the existing bridge rail 

 

 Repair damaged concrete on the bridge 
 
 Paint concrete to remove graffiti 

 
 Install rock around bridge foundations to protect against scour 

 
 Build new approaches to bridge on each side 

 
 Convert the operation of the bridge from two-way, to one-way 

operation 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Why are you doing this project on this bridge? 
 This bridge is part of the TxDOT off-system bridge program.  The 

off-system bridge program inspects these bridges and creates 
bridge sufficiency ratings based on a variety of factors. Some of 
these factors are related to bridge condition, bridge load ability, 
or the width of the bridge, for example.   
 
 This bridge in particular was found to be functionally obsolete 

(meaning it is too narrow to be a two-way road), and structurally 
deficient (the bridge has a maximum load it can carry).  

 
 The proposed improvements for this bridge will improve both of 

these conditions and allow the historic bridge to remain in 
service for the traveling public to enjoy. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Why not replace the bridge? 
 The existing bridge was built in 1915.  It is one of only a few of 

this type of concrete arch style bridges left in the State of Texas. 
 
 During the environmental study of the bridge it was found to be 

historic due the distinctiveness of its design, the time period of 
construction, and high degree of integrity. 
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Project Layout 
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Typical Sections 

9 



Plan and Profile 
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Existing Bridge Rail 
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Proposed Bridge Rail 
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Traffic Control During Construction 

 During the construction of this project, the existing bridge and 
approach roadway will be closed. 

 
 An off-site detour will be set up for traffic to follow during the 

closure of the bridge. 
 
 The estimated time of construction is 3 months. 
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Construction Information 

 Construction is projected to begin in Summer 2014 
 
 Construction Estimate: $400,000 
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Detour Layout (1 of 2) 
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Detour Layout (2 of 2) 
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Provide Your Comments 

17 

1. Give comment card to TxDOT staff tonight 
2. Give verbal comments to the Court Reporter tonight 
3. Fax comments to: (210)  615-6115, Attn: Laura Lopez 
4. Email comments to:  Laura.Lopez@txdot.gov  
5. Mail comments to: 

Options for Commenting 

Texas Dept. of Transportation 
Attn:  Laura Lopez 
P.O. Box 29928 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

Deadline for comments :  November 28, 2013   

 Public Meeting Report will be posted at www.txdot.gov when analysis is 
complete 

mailto:Laura.Lopez@txdot.gov
http://www.txdot.gov/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix E 
Comments 
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