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INTRODUCTION 
 
Transportation impacts the lives of every Texas citizen and is a vital component of the Texas 
economy. It is the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT’s) mission to work with others to 
provide safe and reliable transportation solutions for Texas. The safety of the traveling public is 
TxDOT’s number one goal. The challenge faced by TxDOT in continuing to provide safe and reliable 
transportation is one of balancing the needs of transportation system users with the limited funding 
available to meet those needs. 
 
A series of plans and programs developed by TxDOT, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), 
and partner agencies effectively guide the department's and local officials' planning and 
programming activities to ensure that we plan and develop projects that best address state, 
regional, and local transportation needs (Table 1). 
 
Table 1. Transportation Plans and Programs 
 

Plan/Program Developed By Approved By Time Period Content Update Cycle

TxDOT Strategic Plan TxDOT
Texas Transportation 

Commission
5 Years

TxDOT's operational goals and 
strategies

Every 2 Years

Texas Transportation Plan 
(Statewide Long-Range 
Plan)

TxDOT
Texas Transportation 

Commission
20+ Years

Future goals, strategies, and 
performance measures for the multi-
modal transportation system

Every 4 Years

Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan (MTP) Attainment

MPO MPO Policy Board 20+ Years

Policies, programs, and projects for 
development that respond to 
adopted goals and expenditures for 
state and federal funds over the 
next 20+ years

Every 5 Years

Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan (MTP) Non-Attainment

MPO MPO Policy Board 20+ Years

Policies, programs, and projects for 
development that respond to 
adopted goals and expenditures for 
state and federal funds over the 
next 20+ years

Every 4 Years*

Unified Transportation 
Program (UTP)

TxDOT
Texas Transportation 

Commission
10 Years

Multi-modal projects to be 
funded/implemented in a 10-year 
period

Annual

Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs) - TxDOT 
Rural

TxDOT Districts
Governor (delegated to 

TxDOT)
4 Years

Multi-modal transportation 
projects/investments

Every 2 Years

Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs) - MPO

MPOs MPO Policy Board 4 Years
Multi-modal transportation 
projects/investments

Every 2 Years

Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program 
(STIP)

TxDOT USDOT (FHWA/FTA) 4 Years
Multi-modal transportation 
projects/investments

Every 2 Years

State Implementation Plan 
(SIP)

TCEQ & Non-
Attainment MPOs

EPA N/A

A description of control strategies, 
or measures to deal with pollution, 
for areas that fail to achieve national 
ambient air quality standards 
(NAAQS)

Revised as needed

 
*Update/approval dependent on a Transportation Conformity Determination that demonstrates projects meet all air quality conformity 
requirements of the Clean Air Act Amendments. 
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What is the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program? 
 
The Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is TxDOT’s four-year capital 
improvement program developed under Title 23 United States Code (USC), Section 135 Statewide 
Planning, and 43 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 16.103.  A federally-approved STIP is required 
for projects to be eligible for funding under Title 23 USC and Title 49 USC, Chapter 53. 
 
It can take many years for a roadway or transit project to go from planning and development (i.e., 
preliminary engineering work, environmental analysis, right of way acquisition, and design) to 
construction or implementation.  The STIP identifies projects, programs, and services that are very 
near (within four years) to being constructed or implemented to meet needs identified much earlier 
in the transportation planning process. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS – OVERVIEW   
 
TxDOT’s transportation planning process places an emphasis on performance management and 
can be summarized in the following steps: 
 
 Developing an inventory of transportation system infrastructure; 

 
 Analyzing existing conditions and performance; 

 
 Developing statewide, regional, and local plans that include goals, objectives, and 

alternative strategies to improve existing conditions and address future transportation 
needs; 

 
 Prioritizing needs and developing investment priorities; 

 
 Developing fiscally-constrained programs that identify and allocate available funding 

resources to  projects and services that are consistent with needs and investment priorities; 
 
 Implementing projects and services; 

 
 Monitoring changes in system conditions; 

 
 Evaluating the effectiveness of the implemented strategies; and 

 
 Reporting information on system performance and making adjustments to the process to 

ensure that decision-makers can manage assets and align resources for optimizing system 
performance. 

 
As projects and services are delivered, TxDOT and the MPOs monitor system performance, re-
evaluate needs and available funding, and update the respective plans and programs accordingly. 
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Development of Transportation Plans and Programs  
 
TxDOT’s Statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan (TTP) and the MPO Metropolitan Transportation 
Plans (MTPs) identify goals, objectives, and strategies that determine the projects and services that 
will be included in the statewide and local capital programs to meet current and future 
transportation needs. The TTP is consistent with other freight and mode-specific (e.g., rail, airport, 
water port) plans. MTPs are required to be consistent with the TTP. 
 
Transportation projects and services identified in the first 10 years of the MPO MTPs – for which 
TxDOT can reasonably anticipate funding – are included in TxDOT’s Unified Transportation Program 
(UTP) which is approved by the Texas Transportation Commission (Commission). UTP projects have 
Commission authorization for preliminary engineering work, environmental analysis, right of way 
acquisition, and design.  
 
As projects move closer to construction or implementation, they will advance from the UTP into a 
rural Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) or MPO Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP). A TIP is a four-year program that contains a fiscally-constrained list of multimodal (e.g., 
highway, transit, bicycle, etc.) transportation projects in a specific rural or metropolitan area that 
accomplish the planning goals, objectives, and strategies identified set in the P and MTPs.  
 
The STIP is TxDOT’s the four-year program that includes the RTIPs and MPO TIPs, and represents 
the transportation projects and services to be constructed or implemented statewide.   
 
A TIP and the STIP are similar in that they are fiscally-constrained, four-year programs that are 
consistent with applicable long-range plans, but there are important differences between the two 
document types. 
 
 A TIP is a stand-alone document, approved at the local level that includes projects within a 

rural area or MPO boundary.  TIPs do not require federal approval. 
 
 The STIP is subject to a statewide public involvement process that culminates in a single 

public hearing in Austin, Texas, before its adoption by the Commission. TIPs are subject to a 
local public involvement process. 

 
 Once adopted, the STIP is then approved by both the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
 
 Federal dollars cannot be expended on a project in a TIP unless that project is listed – 

individually or by reference – in the STIP. With few exceptions, projects must generally be 
included in a TIP and the STIP in order to advance to construction or implementation.    

                     
Stakeholder input is crucial to the identification of projects and services that will best serve users 
and it is continuous throughout the transportation planning process. To better comprehend the 
relationship between stakeholders and transportation agencies and how the planning process is 
carried out through the development of plans and programs, it is important to understand the 
sequence in which these documents are developed (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1.  
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TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY PROCESS  
 
In addition to the requirements listed above, MTP and TIP projects that will be constructed or 
implemented in a nonattainment or attainment-maintenance area (i.e., area that does not meet 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) under the Clean Air Act (CAA)) are subject to 
transportation conformity and must be consistent with the state’s Statewide Implementation Plan 
(SIP).  
 
Transportation conformity is required under the CAA Section 176(c) for non-attainment and 
attainment-maintenance areas that do not meet or previously have not met the  NAAQS for ozone 
(O3), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), or particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) to 
ensure that federally supported transportation activities are consistent with and conform to the 
purpose of the SIP for air quality, and will not worsen existing air quality violations, cause new 
violations, or delay timely attainment of the relevant air quality standard or any interim milestone.1  
 
The transportation conformity process (Figure 2) is carried out by a consultative group of reviewing 
agencies representing: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), FHWA, FTA, Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ), TxDOT, and MPOs located in nonattainment and attainment-
maintenance areas. A conformity determination is required: 
 
 When an MPO MTP/RTP or TIP is amended to include new project(s) – or changes to existing 

projects – of air quality significance that were not included in a previously conforming MTP 
and TIP; 

 When a region’s air quality goals change (typically under the NAAQS);  

 When there are changes in the SIP related to an area’s motor vehicle emissions budget; 
and/or  

 Every four years (as required by federal regulation).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Transportation Conformity – A Basic Guide for State and Local Officials. FHWA. Revised 2010.  
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Figure 2. Transportation Conformity Process Flow Diagram 
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Projects subject to conformity undergo a rigorous review to ensure that the project descriptions in 
the MTP and TIP are consistent with data used to model regional emissions.  The timeframe for the 
Texas transportation conformity process  – when not accelerated – is typically 12-18 months for 
the completion of technical work, review, revisions to address comments (if needed), and public 
involvement (Table 2). 
  
Table 2. Texas Transportation Conformity Process Timetable 
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TRANSPORTATION PLANS, PROGRAMS, AND THE NEPA PROCESS 
 
Transportation plans and programs are not subject to the environmental review process under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), but federal planning rules provide guidance that has 
allowed TxDOT to better incorporate information, analysis, and products from its planning process 
into project-level NEPA documents by engaging in the following activities during the development of 
plans and programs:    
 

 Consultations with resource agencies, such as those responsible for land-use management, 
natural resources, environmental protection, conservation and historic preservation, which 
shall involve, as appropriate, comparisons of resource maps and inventories; 

 
 Discussion of potential environmental mitigation activities; 

 
 Development and documentation of a consultative process for stakeholder participation that 

is separate and discreet from the public involvement process;  
 

 Inclusion of visualization techniques to describe plans, programs and projects; and 
 

 Increased accessibility to published plans, programs and public involvement proceedings 
using multiple electronic formats. 

  
Project-level NEPA evaluation and coordination occurs when projects advance from long-range 
plans into TxDOT’s UTP. Transportation projects vary in type, size and complexity, and potential to 
affect the environment. Transportation project effects can vary from very minor to significant 
impacts on the human environment. To account for the variability of project impacts, three basic 
"classes of action" are allowed and determine how compliance with NEPA is carried out and 
documented:  
 

 An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is prepared for projects where it is known that the 
action will have a significant effect on the environment.  

 
 An Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in which the significance of the 

environmental impact is not clearly established. Should environmental analysis and 
interagency review during the EA process find a project to have no significant impacts on the 
quality of the environment, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is issued. 

 
 Categorical Exclusions (CEs) are issued for actions that do not individually or cumulatively 

have a significant effect on the environment. 
 
TxDOT works with the MPOs, state and federal oversight agencies, and the FHWA and FTA to ensure 
NEPA processes are complete before a project in the STIP is constructed or implemented with 
federal funds.  
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IMPORTANCE OF CONSISTENCY IN PLANS AND PROGRAMS 
 
Any inconsistency in a project’s information (e.g., location, description, scope of work, project cost, 
letting year, etc.) noted during a federal review to approve the STIP, determine transportation 
conformity, or approve project specific environmental documentation, will have to be addressed or 
corrected in the appropriate plan(s), program(s), schematics, or environmental documents, prior to 
federal approval or authorization of federal funding for the project. 
 
Maintaining the consistency of project information in all plans, programs and project-specific 
Conformity and NEPA documentation is an essential component of TxDOT’s project development 
process and helps to minimize the time required to process project documentation, reduce project 
development and construction costs, and balance financial risks. 
 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
The TIPs, RTIPs, and STIP were developed in accordance with federal consultative and public 
participation rules under 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 134 and 135, and state public 
participation rules under 43 TAC 16.101(m), 16.102(i), and 16.103(d).  Notices, sign-in sheets, 
comments and responses (if applicable) related to the STIP are included in an Appendix to this 
Introduction chapter. 
 
 
STIP CONTENT  
 
The STIP includes the federally-funded highway and transit projects funded under Title 23 USC and 
Title 49 USC, Chapter 53, and modal projects with phases or components funded under those titles 
or with state or local funds.  Regionally significant projects to be funded with non-federal funds 
(e.g., state or local) are included in the STIP for planning, coordination, and public disclosure 
purposes. 
 
In a nonattainment area, only those projects determined to conform to the requirements of the 
Clean Air Act and which comply with the state implementation plan may be included in the STIP. 
 
Projects that are not considered by the department and MPO to be of appropriate scale for 
individual identification in a given program year (e.g., minor rehabilitation, preventive maintenance, 
non-urbanized transit projects) may be grouped by function, geographic area, or work type. In 
nonattainment and maintenance areas, classification must be consistent with the exempt project 
classifications contained in the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conformity regulations. 
 
Some types of projects may be excluded from an MPO TIP and the STIP by agreement between the 
department and the MPO in accordance with requirements established in TAC 16.101(d). Those 
projects include: 
  
 Safety projects funded under 23 USC (highway safety programs) and emergency relief 

projects, except those involving substantial functional, location, and capacity changes;  
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 Planning and research activities, except those activities funded with National Highway 
Performance Program or Surface Transportation Program funds other than those used for 
major investment studies; and  

 
 Projects funded under 23 USC that are for resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, 

reconstruction, or highway safety improvement, and which will not alter the functional traffic 
capacity or capability of the facility being improved. 

  
 
STIP FUNDING 
 
Federal planning rules under 23 CFR 135 require that the STIP include projects, or an identified 
phase of a project, only if full funding can reasonably be anticipated to be available for the project 
within the time period contemplated for completion of the project. The state rule under 43 TAC 
16.103(c) requires that projects be consistent with funding reasonably expected to be available 
during the relevant period as provided under the UTP.  
 
Budgeting and Fiscal Constraint 
 
TxDOT’s budget is determined by TxDOT’s Finance Division which publishes forecasted and 
anticipated revenues the department receives from fuel taxes, vehicle registration fees, bonds, 
federal reimbursements, local matching funds, and other state and local funds. Forecasted revenue 
numbers are then provided to the districts and MPOs for allocation to projects that are listed in the 
RTIPs and MPO TIPs. The STIP must be fiscally constrained to the funding forecasted in the UTP. 
 
The shifting of projects between fiscal years allows for the flexibility essential to efficient program 
management. The maximum transfer of funding among categories and programs will be 
accomplished to ensure TxDOT does not lose federal apportionments and obligation authority. 
Should federal apportionments be reduced by obligation authority, state and local dollars that 
would no longer be required to match federal funds will allow TxDOT to advance projects with state 
funds, seek advanced construction funds, or defer projects until federal obligation authority is 
available. Any source of funding that is reduced or eliminated will be represented in revisions to the 
applicable TIP and STIP funding summaries, and the TIP/STIP project listing to ensure fiscal 
constraint. 
 
 
Highway Funding 
 
Highway and highway-related projects and programs are funded under the following UTP categories: 
 
 Category 1 – Preventive Maintenance and Rehabilitation  
 Category 2 – Metropolitan and Urban Area Corridor Projects  
 Category 3 – Non-Traditionally Funded Transportation Projects  
 Category 4 – Statewide Connectivity Corridor Projects 
 Category 5 – Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement  
 Category 6 – Structures Replacement and Rehabilitation  
 Category 7 – Metropolitan Mobility and Rehabilitation  
 Category 8 – Safety  
 Category 9 – Transportation Enhancements  
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 Category 10 – Supplemental Transportation Projects  
 Category 11 – District Discretionary  
 Category 12 – Strategic Priority 

 
 
Transit Funding 
 
Transit and transit-related projects and programs are funded under the following FTA programs: 
 
 Section 5307 – Urbanized Area Formula Grants  
 Section 5309 – Fixed-Guideway Capital Investment Grants  
 Section 5310 – Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals with Disabilities  
 Section 5311 – Formula Grants for Rural Areas  
 Section 5322 – Human Resources and Training 
 Section 5337 – State of Good Repair Grants 

 
 
Locally-Funded Projects 
 
Transportation projects or programs may also be locally-funded (either partially or fully), but the 
source of the local funds must be identified and reasonably be anticipated to be available for the 
project within the time period contemplated for completion of the project. 
 
 
Grouped Projects 
 
In cooperation with the FHWA, TxDOT developed Grouped Project Control Section Job (CSJ) numbers 
for projects that are not determined to be regionally significant so that they may be grouped in one 
line item, as allowed for under 23 USC Section 135. Non-attainment areas will not have any added- 
capacity projects, or phases of added-capacity projects, grouped under this provision. 
 
The grouping of projects that are not considered by the department and MPO to be of appropriate 
scale for individual identification (e.g., minor rehabilitation, preventive maintenance, and non-
urbanized transit projects) allows for more efficient programming, and reduces the need for 
revisions to the RTIPs, MPO TIPs and STIP. The Grouped Project CSJs are listed in a table in the 
Appendix to this Introduction chapter. 
 
 
STIP FINANCIAL PLAN 
 
23 USC 135 requires a STIP to include a financial plan that: demonstrates how the approved 
program can be implemented; indicates resources from public and private sources that are 
reasonably expected to be made available to carry out the  transportation improvement program; 
and recommends any additional financing strategies for needed projects and programs. 
 
As required under 43 TAC 16.103(c), the financial plan: demonstrates how the transportation 
improvements can be funded and reasonably implemented; is consistent with funding reasonably 
expected to be available during the relevant period as provided under the UTP; and is financially 
constrained by year for fiscal years (FYs) 2015 through 2018. 
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The STIP financial plan consists of a series of financial summary tables for highway and transit 
projects for FYs 2015-2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

13 
 

 
Highway Financial Summary Tables 
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Transit Financial Summary 
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STIP/TIP PAGE INFORMATION 
 
The STIP includes RTIPs and MPO TIPs as they were adopted at the local level without modification.  
For that reason, there is no uniformity in the page formatting between TIP documents, but there is 
relative uniformity in the project descriptions and data fields on the individual TIP pages.  
 
The following are brief descriptions of the information on a TIP page: 
 

 Authorized Funding by Category/Share – indicates the distribution dollar amount 
between Federal, State, Local of the total amount in a UTP funding category  

 
 County – County in which the project is located 

 
 City – City in which the project is located (if applicable) 

 
 CSJ – Acronym for “Control-Section-Job” which is followed by a 9-digit number used 

by the TxDOT Design Division to identify the project 
 

 District – TxDOT District in which the project is located 
 

 Funding Category – Indicates the UTP category(ies) under which the project is funded 
 

 Hwy – Indicates the highway, roadway, or city street on which the project is located 
 

 Limits (From and To) – The limits are the start (i.e. from) and end (i.e. to) point of the 
project. 

 
 MPO Project ID No. – The number used by the MPO to identify a project in their MTP 

and TIP.   
 

 Phase – Indicates the project phase associated with the CSJ  
o ‘C’ represents construction 
o ‘E’ represents engineering 
o ‘R’ represents right-of-way acquisition 
o ‘T’ or ‘TR’ represents a transfer of funds 

 
 Project Description – A description of the work to be completed on the project 

 
 Project Sponsor – The entity responsible for the initiation and implementation of the 

project 
 

 Remarks – Field used for any comments related to the project  
 

 Total Project Cost – The total cost of all phases associated with a project CSJ 
 

o Preliminary Engineering – Project development activities during which basic 
planning objectives are translated into specific, well-defined engineering 
criteria that transition a project into the final design process 
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o ROW Purchase – Cost of any real property required to construct or implement 
a project 

o Construction Cost – Cost of the actual construction (labor and materials)  
o Construction Engineering – Cost of the interpretation of plans and 

specifications and formulation of engineering decisions 
o Contingencies – Estimated amount of any unforeseen costs associated with a 

project 
o Indirect Cost – Expenses the provider or contractor incurs for operating its 

business as a whole. Indirect cost rates for providers selected to enter into an 
engineering contract are obtainable from TxDOT’s Audit Office. 

o Other Field – Used for any costs not defined above 
 

 Year of Expenditure Cost – This field is the cost of the “phase(s)” of work indicated 
on the TIP page (the total reflects inflation rates based on reasonable financial 
principles and information, developed cooperatively by the MPO and State) 
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TxDOT DISTRICT BOUNDARY MAP 
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MPO BOUNDARY MAP 
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ACRONYMS 
 
 
CAAA   Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 are the revisions/amendments passed by Congress to 
the Clean Air Act of 1970 (CAA). Includes procedures that apply to all transportation plans, 
programs and projects as they relate to air quality. 
 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations – A compilation of the general and permanent rules of the 
executive departments and agencies of the Federal Government as published in the Federal 
Register. The code is divided into 50 titles that represent broad areas subject to Federal regulation. 
 
CSJ  Control-Section Job Number – Project numbering system utilized by the Highway Design 
Division. Each project being advanced to implementation will be assigned a unique CSJ number. 
 
FHWA  Federal Highway Administration – Federal agency within the US Department of 
Transportation responsible for administering the Federal-Aid Highway Program. 
 
FTA  Federal Transit Administration – Federal agency within the US Department of Transportation 
that is the principal source of federal financial assistance to America's communities for planning, 
development, and improvement of public or mass transportation systems.   
 
MAB  Metropolitan Area Boundary – The boundary of a metropolitan area established by 
agreement between the MPO and the Governor. Defines the area in which the metropolitan 
planning process will be carried out. 
 
MPO  Metropolitan Planning Organization – The organization in urbanized areas over 50,000 in 
population, designated by agreement between the Governor and units of general purpose local 
government that is responsible for carrying out the transportation planning process for the 
metropolitan area.  
 
MTP Metropolitan Transportation Plan – The official intermodal transportation plan that is 
developed and adopted through the metropolitan transportation planning process for the 
metropolitan planning area. 
 
NAAQS  National Ambient Air Quality Standards – Federal standards that set allowable 
concentrations and exposure limits for various pollutants. The EPA developed the standards in 
response to a requirement of the CAA. Air quality standards have been established for the following 
six criteria pollutants: ozone (or smog), carbon monoxide, particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide, lead, 
and sulfur dioxide. 
 
NEPA  National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 – Established a national environmental 
policy requiring that any project using federal funding or requiring federal approval, including 
transportation projects, examine the effects of proposed and alternative choices on the 
environment before a federal decision is made. 
 
 
RTIP Rural Transportation Improvement Program – A document prepared by TxDOT that lists 
projects to be funded with FHWA/FTA, state or local funds in rural areas of the state for the next 
four-year period. 
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SIP  State Implementation Plan – Produced by the state environmental agency, not the MPO. A 
plan mandated by the CAA that contains procedures to monitor, control, maintain, and enforce 
compliance with the NAAQS. Must be taken into account in the transportation planning process. 
 
TPP Statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan – A document resulting from regional or 
statewide collaboration and consensus on a region or state's transportation system, and serving as 
the defining vision for the state's transportation systems and services. 
 
STIP Statewide Transportation Improvement Program – A staged, four-year, statewide, intermodal 
program of transportation projects, consistent with the statewide transportation plan and planning 
processes as well as metropolitan plans, TIPs, and processes. 
 
TAC Texas Administrative Code – The collection of regulations promulgated by state agencies 
which is updated through the Texas Register. 
 
TIP Transportation Improvement Program – A document prepared by a metropolitan planning 
organization that lists projects to be funded with FHWA/FTA, state, or local funds within the MAB for 
the next four-year period. 
 
TMA Transportation Management Area – An urbanized area with a population over 200,000 (as 
determined by the latest decennial census) or other area when TMA designation is requested by the 
Governor and the MPO (or affect local officials), and officially designated by the Administrators of 
the FHWA and the FTA. The TMA designation applies to the entire metropolitan planning area(s). 
 
UTP Unified Transportation Program- TxDOT’s ten-year intermodal program of transportation 
projects, consistent with the statewide transportation plan and planning processes as well as 
metropolitan plans, TIPs, and processes. 
 
USC United States Code – Contains a consolidation and codification of all general and 
permanent laws of the United States. 
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Public Hearing Notice  
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

 

Public Hearing Notice - Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

The Texas Department of Transportation (department) will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, August 

19, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at 200 East Riverside Drive, Room 1A-2, in Austin, Texas to receive public 

comments on the proposed 2015-2018 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

The STIP reflects the federally funded transportation projects in the FY 2015-2018 

Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs) for each Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in 

the state.  The STIP includes both state and federally funded projects for the nonattainment areas of 

Beaumont, Dallas-Fort Worth, El Paso, and Houston.  The STIP also contains information on federally 

funded projects in rural areas that are not included in any MPO area, and other statewide programs as 

listed. 

Title 23, United States Code, §134 and §135 require each designated MPO and the state, 

respectively, to develop a TIP and STIP as a condition to securing federal funds for transportation 

projects under Title 23 or the Federal Transit Act (49 USC §5301, et seq.).  Section 134 requires an 

MPO to develop its TIP in cooperation with the state and affected public transit operators and to provide 

an opportunity for interested parties to participate in the development of the program.  Section 135 

requires the state to develop a STIP for all areas of the state in cooperation with the designated MPOs 

and, with respect to non-metropolitan areas, in consultation with affected local officials, and further 

requires an opportunity for participation by interested parties as well as approval by the Governor or the 

Governor's designee.   

A copy of the proposed FY 2015-2018 STIP will be available for review, at the time the notice 
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of hearing is published, at each of the department's district offices, at the department's Transportation 

Planning and Programming Division offices located in Building 118, Second Floor, 118 East Riverside 

Drive, Austin, Texas, or (512) 486-5033, and on the department's website at:   

http://www.txdot.gov/government/programs/stips.html 

Persons wishing to speak at the hearing may register in advance by notifying Lori Morel, 

Transportation Planning and Programming Division, at (512) 486-5033 not later than Monday, August 

18, 2014, or they may register at the hearing location beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the day of the hearing.  

Speakers will be taken in the order registered.  Any interested person may appear and offer comments or 

testimony, either orally or in writing; however, questioning of witnesses will be reserved exclusively to 

the presiding authority as may be necessary to ensure a complete record.  While any persons with 

pertinent comments or testimony will be granted an opportunity to present them during the course of the 

hearing, the presiding authority reserves the right to restrict testimony in terms of time or repetitive 

content.  Groups, organizations, or associations should be represented by only one speaker.  Speakers 

are requested to refrain from repeating previously presented testimony.  Persons with disabilities who 

have special communication or accommodation needs or who plan to attend the hearing may contact the 

Transportation Planning and Programming Division, at 118 East Riverside Drive Austin, Texas 78704-

1205, (512) 486-5038.  Requests should be made no later than three days prior to the hearing.  Every 

reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the needs. 

Interested parties who are unable to attend the hearing may submit comments regarding the 

proposed FY 2015-2018 STIP to James W. Koch P.E., Director of the Transportation Planning and 

Programming Division, P.O. Box 149217, Austin, Texas 78714-9217.  In order to be considered, all 

written comments must be received at the Transportation Planning and Programming office by 4:00 p.m. 

on Monday, August 25, 2014. 
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