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ALL Districts

Title 23, United States Code, §§ 134 and 135 require each designated metropolitan planning 
organization (MPO) and the State of Texas (state), respectively, to develop a Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) and a Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) as a condition to securing 
federal funds for transportation projects under either Title 23 or the Federal Transit Act.

Section 134 requires an MPO to develop its TIP in cooperation with the state and affected transit 
operators, and further requires the TIP to be updated at least once every four years.

Section 135 requires the state to develop a STIP for all areas of the state in cooperation with the 
MPOs designated for each metropolitan planning area and, with respect to non-metropolitan areas, in 
consultation with affected local officials.

Sections 134 and 135 and 43 TAC §§16.101 - 16.103 specify the requirements and eligibility 
criteria for projects to be included in the respective TIPs and the STIP.  In accordance with those 
requirements, TIPs have been developed for each metropolitan planning area, as well as those areas of the 
state outside designated MPO boundaries (rural TIPs).  The individual TIPs are incorporated into the 
STIP. The process for approval of the STIP is set forth in 43 TAC §16.103.

The various TIPs developed by the designated MPOs have been presented for public comment by 
means of various public meetings conducted by relevant authorities throughout the state.  Rural TIPs were 
made available to citizens, affected public agencies, representatives of transportation agencies, freight 
shippers, private providers of transportation, providers of freight transportation services, representatives 
of users of public transit, and other interested parties for review and comment in each of the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s (department’s) 25 district offices and at the department’s headquarters in 
Austin.  On August 15, 2016, a public hearing was held to receive comments and testimony on the STIP. 
No oral or written comments were received. 

After due deliberation and consideration, the commission finds that the requirements of §134 and 
43 TAC §16.101 have been fully satisfied as they pertain to the development of the prescribed TIPs by 
each of the 25 MPOs.  The commission also finds that the STIP, attached as Exhibit A to this order, fully 
satisfies the requirements of §135 and 43 TAC §16.103, as well as the project selection criteria developed 
for the Unified Transportation Program (UTP), and is consistent with the Statewide Long Range
Transportation Plan, the UTP, and the Strategic Plan.
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Transportation impacts the lives of every Texas citizen and is a vital component of the Texas 
economy. It is the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT’s) mission to work with others to 
provide safe and reliable transportation solutions for Texas. The challenge faced by TxDOT in 
continuing to provide safe and reliable transportation is one of balancing the needs of 
transportation system users with the limited funding available to meet those needs. 
 
A series of plans and programs developed by TxDOT, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), 
and partner agencies effectively guide the department's and local officials' planning and 
programming activities to ensure that we plan and develop projects that best address state, 
regional, and local transportation needs (Table 1). 
 
Table 1. Transportation Plans and Programs 
 

Plan/Program Developed By Approved By Time Period Content Update Cycle

TxDOT Strategic Plan TxDOT
Texas Transportation 

Commission
5 Years

TxDOT's operational goals and 
strategies

Every 2 Years

Texas Transportation Plan 
(Statewide Long-Range 
Plan)

TxDOT
Texas Transportation 

Commission
20+ Years

Future goals, strategies, and 
performance measures for the multi-
modal transportation system

Every 4 Years

Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan (MTP) Attainment

MPO MPO Policy Board 20+ Years

Policies, programs, and projects for 
development that respond to 
adopted goals and expenditures for 
state and federal funds over the 
next 20+ years

Every 5 Years

Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan (MTP) Non-Attainment

MPO MPO Policy Board 20+ Years

Policies, programs, and projects for 
development that respond to 
adopted goals and expenditures for 
state and federal funds over the 
next 20+ years

Every 4 Years*

Unified Transportation 
Program (UTP)

TxDOT
Texas Transportation 

Commission
10 Years

Multi-modal projects to be 
funded/implemented in a 10-year 
period

Annual

Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs) - TxDOT 
Rural

TxDOT Districts
Governor (delegated to 

TxDOT)
4 Years

Multi-modal transportation 
projects/investments

Every 2 Years

Transportation Improvement 
Programs (TIPs) - MPO

MPOs MPO Policy Board 4 Years
Multi-modal transportation 
projects/investments

Every 2 Years

Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program 
(STIP)

TxDOT USDOT (FHWA/FTA) 4 Years
Multi-modal transportation 
projects/investments

Every 2 Years

State Implementation Plan 
(SIP)

TCEQ & Non-
Attainment MPOs

EPA N/A

A description of control strategies, 
or measures to deal with pollution, 
for areas that fail to achieve national 
ambient air quality standards 
(NAAQS)

Revised as needed

 
*Update/approval dependent on a Transportation Conformity Determination that demonstrates projects meet all air quality conformity 
requirements of the Clean Air Act Amendments. 
 
 
Figure 1 is a map of the TxDOT District and MPO boundaries. 
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       Figure 1. 

 
 



 

 
 

What is the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program? 
 
The Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is TxDOT’s four-year capital 
improvement program developed under Title 23 United States Code (USC), Section 135 Statewide 
Planning, and 43 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 16.103.  A federally-approved STIP is required 
for projects to be eligible for federal funding under Title 23 USC and Title 49 USC, Chapter 53. 
 
It can take many years for a roadway or transit project to go from planning and development (i.e., 
preliminary engineering work, environmental analysis, right of way acquisition, and design) to 
construction or implementation.  The STIP identifies projects, programs, and services that are 
within four years of being constructed or implemented to meet passenger and freight transportation 
needs identified during the transportation planning process. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS – OVERVIEW   
 
TxDOT’s transportation planning process places an emphasis on performance management and 
can be summarized in the following steps: 
 
 Developing an inventory of transportation system infrastructure; 

 
 Analyzing existing conditions and performance; 

 
 Developing statewide, regional, and local plans that include goals, objectives, and 

alternative strategies to improve existing conditions and address future transportation 
needs; 

 
 Prioritizing needs and developing investment priorities; 

 
 Developing fiscally-constrained programs that identify and allocate available funding 

resources to  projects and services that are consistent with needs and investment priorities; 
 
 Implementing projects and services; 

 
 Monitoring changes in system conditions; 

 
 Evaluating the effectiveness of the implemented strategies; and 

 
 Reporting information on system performance and making adjustments to the process to 

ensure that decision-makers can manage assets and align resources for optimizing system 
performance. 

 
As projects and services are delivered, TxDOT and the MPOs monitor system performance, re-
evaluate needs and available funding, and update the respective plans and programs accordingly. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Development of Transportation Plans and Programs  
 
TxDOT’s Statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan (SLRTP) and the MPO Metropolitan 
Transportation Plans (MTPs) identify goals, objectives, and strategies that determine the projects 
and services that will be included in the statewide and local capital programs to meet current and 
future transportation needs. The SLRTP is consistent with other freight and mode-specific (e.g., rail, 
airport, water port) plans. MTPs are required to be consistent with the SLRTP. 
 
Transportation projects and services identified in the first 10 years of the MPO MTPs – for which 
TxDOT can reasonably anticipate funding – are included in TxDOT’s Unified Transportation Program 
(UTP) which is approved by the Texas Transportation Commission (Commission). UTP projects have 
Commission authorization for preliminary engineering work, environmental analysis, right of way 
acquisition, and design.  
 
As projects move closer to construction or implementation, they will advance from the UTP into a 
rural Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) or MPO Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP). A TIP is a four-year program that contains a fiscally-constrained list of multimodal (e.g., 
highway, transit, bicycle, etc.) transportation projects in a specific rural or metropolitan area that 
accomplish the planning goals, objectives, and strategies identified set in the SLRTP and MTPs.  
 
The STIP is TxDOT’s the four-year program that includes the RTIPs and MPO TIPs, and represents 
the transportation projects and services to be constructed or implemented statewide.   
 
A TIP and the STIP are similar in that they are fiscally-constrained, four-year programs that are 
consistent with applicable long-range plans, but there are important differences between the two 
document types. 
 
 A TIP is a stand-alone document approved at the local level that includes projects within a 

rural area or MPO boundary.  TIPs do not require federal approval. 
 
 The STIP is subject to a statewide public involvement process that culminates in a single 

public hearing in Austin, Texas, before its adoption by the Commission. TIPs are subject to a 
local public involvement process. 

 
 Once adopted, the STIP is then approved by both the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
 
 Federal dollars cannot be expended on a project in a TIP unless that project is listed – 

individually or by reference – in the STIP. With few exceptions, projects must generally be 
included in a TIP and the STIP in order to advance to construction or implementation.    

                     
Stakeholder input is crucial to the identification of projects and services that will best serve users 
and it is continuous throughout the transportation planning process. To better comprehend the 
relationship between stakeholders and transportation agencies and how the planning process is 
carried out through the development of plans and programs, it is important to understand the 
sequence in which these documents are developed (Figure 2). 
 



 

 
 

Figure 2.  
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY PROCESS  
 
In addition to the requirements listed above, MTP and TIP projects that will be constructed or 
implemented in a nonattainment or attainment-maintenance area (i.e., area that does not meet 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) under the Clean Air Act (CAA)) are subject to 
transportation conformity and must be consistent with the state’s Statewide Implementation Plan 
(SIP).  
 
Transportation conformity is required under the CAA Section 176(c) for non-attainment and 
attainment-maintenance areas that do not meet or previously have not met the  NAAQS for ozone 
(O3), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), or particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) to 
ensure that federally supported transportation activities are consistent with and conform to the 
purpose of the SIP for air quality, and will not worsen existing air quality violations, cause new 
violations, or delay timely attainment of the relevant air quality standard or any interim milestone.1  
 
The transportation conformity process (Figure 3) is carried out by a consultative group of reviewing 
agencies representing: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), FHWA, FTA, Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ), TxDOT, and MPOs located in nonattainment and attainment-
maintenance areas. A conformity determination is required: 
 
 When an MPO MTP/RTP or TIP is amended to include new project(s) – or changes to existing 

projects – of air quality significance that were not included in a previously conforming MTP 
and TIP; 

 When a region’s air quality goals change (typically under the NAAQS);  

 When there are changes in the SIP related to an area’s motor vehicle emissions budget; 
and/or  

 Every four years at a minimum – as required by federal regulation; more often if an update 
to an MTP and TIP necessitate the re-determination of conformity.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Transportation Conformity – A Basic Guide for State and Local Officials. FHWA. Revised 2010.  



 

 
 

Figure 3.  
 

    
 



 

 
 

Projects subject to conformity undergo a rigorous review to ensure that the project descriptions in 
the MTP and TIP are consistent with data used to model regional emissions.  The timeframe for the 
Texas transportation conformity process  – when not accelerated – is typically 12-18 months for 
the completion of technical work, review, revisions to address comments (if needed), and public 
involvement (Table 2). 
  
Table 2. Texas Transportation Conformity Process Timetable 
 

        
    
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION PLANS, PROGRAMS, AND THE NEPA PROCESS 
 
Transportation plans and programs are not subject to the environmental review process under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), but federal planning rules provide guidance that has 
allowed TxDOT to better incorporate information, analysis, and products from its planning process 
into project-level NEPA documents by engaging in the following activities during the development of 
plans and programs:    
 

 Consultations with resource agencies, such as those responsible for land-use management, 
natural resources, environmental protection, conservation and historic preservation, which 
shall involve, as appropriate, comparisons of resource maps and inventories; 

 
 Discussion of potential environmental mitigation activities; 

 
 Development and documentation of a consultative process for stakeholder participation that 

is separate and discreet from the public involvement process;  
 

 Inclusion of visualization techniques to describe plans, programs and projects; and 
 

 Increased accessibility to published plans, programs and public involvement proceedings 
using multiple electronic formats. 

  
Project-level NEPA evaluation and coordination occurs when projects advance from long-range 
plans into TxDOT’s UTP. Transportation projects vary in type, size and complexity, and potential to 
affect the environment. Transportation project effects can vary from very minor to significant 
impacts on the human environment. To account for the variability of project impacts, three basic 
"classes of action" are allowed and determine how compliance with NEPA is carried out and 
documented:  
 

 An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is prepared for projects where it is known that the 
action will have a significant effect on the environment.  

 
 An Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared for actions in which the significance of the 

environmental impact is not clearly established. Should environmental analysis and 
interagency review during the EA process find a project to have no significant impacts on the 
quality of the environment, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is issued. 

 
 Categorical Exclusions (CEs) are issued for actions that do not individually or cumulatively 

have a significant effect on the environment. 
 
TxDOT works with the MPOs, state and federal oversight agencies, and the FHWA and FTA to ensure 
NEPA processes are complete before a project in the STIP is constructed or implemented with 
federal funds.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

IMPORTANCE OF CONSISTENCY IN PLANS AND PROGRAMS 
 
Any inconsistency in a project’s information (e.g., location, description, scope of work, project cost, 
letting year, etc.) noted during a federal review to approve the STIP, determine transportation 
conformity, or approve project specific environmental documentation, will have to be addressed or 
corrected in the appropriate plan(s), program(s), schematics, or environmental documents, prior to 
federal approval or authorization of federal funding for the project. 
 
Maintaining the consistency of project information in all plans, programs and project-specific 
transportation conformity and NEPA documentation is an essential component of TxDOT’s project 
development process and helps to minimize the time required to process project documentation, 
reduce project development and construction costs, and balance financial risks. 
 
 
STIP CONTENT  
 
The STIP includes the federally-funded highway and transit projects funded under Title 23 USC and 
Title 49 USC, Chapter 53, and modal projects with phases or components funded under those titles 
or with state or local funds.  Regionally significant projects to be funded with non-federal funds 
(e.g., state or local) are included in the STIP for planning, coordination, and public disclosure 
purposes. 
 
In a nonattainment area, only those projects determined to conform to the requirements of the 
Clean Air Act and which comply with the State Implementation Plan may be included in the STIP. 
 
Projects that are not considered by the department and MPO to be of appropriate scale for 
individual identification in a given program year (e.g., minor rehabilitation, preventive maintenance, 
non-urbanized transit projects) may be grouped by function, geographic area, or work type. In 
nonattainment and maintenance areas, classification must be consistent with the exempt project 
classifications contained in the EPA conformity regulations. 
 
Some types of projects may be excluded from an MPO TIP and the STIP by agreement between the 
department and the MPO in accordance with requirements established in TAC 16.101(d). Those 
projects include: 
  
 Safety projects funded under 23 USC (highway safety programs) and emergency relief 

projects, except those involving substantial functional, location, and capacity changes;  
 
 Planning and research activities, except those activities funded with National Highway 

Performance Program or Surface Transportation Program funds other than those used for 
major investment studies; and  

 
 Projects funded under 23 USC that are for resurfacing, restoration, rehabilitation, 

reconstruction, or highway safety improvement, and which will not alter the functional traffic 
capacity or capability of the facility being improved. 
 
 



 

 
 

STIP/TIP PAGE INFORMATION 
 
The STIP includes RTIPs and MPO TIPs as they were adopted at the local level without modification.  
For that reason, there is no uniformity in the page formatting between TIP documents, but there is 
relative uniformity in the project descriptions and data fields on the individual TIP pages.  
 
The following are brief descriptions of the information on a TIP page: 
 
 Authorized Funding by Category/Share – indicates the distribution dollar amount between 

Federal, State, Local of the total amount in a UTP funding category  
 

 County – County in which the project is located 
 

 City – City in which the project is located (if applicable) 
 
 CSJ – Acronym for “Control-Section-Job” which is followed by a 9-digit number used by the 

TxDOT Design Division to identify the project 
 

 District – TxDOT District in which the project is located 
 

 Funding Category – Indicates the UTP category(ies) under which the project is funded 
 

 Hwy – Indicates the highway, roadway, or city street on which the project is located 
 

 Limits (From and To) – The limits are the start (i.e. from) and end (i.e. to) point of the project. 
 

 MPO Project ID No. – The number used by the MPO to identify a project in their MTP and TIP.   
 

 Phase – Indicates the project phase associated with the CSJ  
o ‘C’ represents construction 
o ‘E’ represents engineering 
o ‘R’ represents right-of-way acquisition 
o ‘T’ or ‘TR’ represents a transfer of funds 

 
 Project Description – A description of the work to be completed on the project 

 
 Project Sponsor – The entity responsible for the initiation and implementation of the project 

 
 Remarks – Field used for any comments related to the project  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 Total Project Cost – The total cost of all phases associated with a project CSJ 
 

o Preliminary Engineering – Project development activities during which basic planning 
objectives are translated into specific, well-defined engineering criteria that 
transition a project into the final design process 

o ROW Purchase – Cost of any real property required to construct or implement a 
project 

o Construction Cost – Cost of the actual construction (labor and materials)  
o Construction Engineering – Cost of the interpretation of plans and specifications and 

formulation of engineering decisions 
o Contingencies – Estimated amount of any unforeseen costs associated with a project 
o Indirect Cost – Expenses the provider or contractor incurs for operating its business 

as a whole. Indirect cost rates for providers selected to enter into an engineering 
contract are obtainable from TxDOT’s Audit Office. 

o Other Field – Used for any costs not defined above 
 
 Year of Expenditure Cost – This field is the cost of the “phase(s)” of work indicated on the 

TIP page (the total reflects inflation rates based on reasonable financial principles and 
information, developed cooperatively by the MPO and State) 

 
Figure 4 depicts a STIP page with the information described in this section shown in context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
Figure 4. 

 



 

 
 

STIP FUNDING 
 
Federal planning rules under 23 CFR 135 require that the STIP include projects, or an identified 
phase of a project, only if full funding can reasonably be anticipated to be available for the project 
within the time period contemplated for completion of the project. The state rule under 43 TAC 
16.103(c) requires that projects be consistent with funding reasonably expected to be available 
during the relevant period as provided under the UTP.  
 
Budgeting and Fiscal Constraint 
 
TxDOT’s budget is determined by TxDOT’s Finance Division which publishes forecasted and 
anticipated revenues the department receives from fuel taxes, vehicle registration fees, bonds, 
federal reimbursements, local matching funds, and other state and local funds. Forecasted revenue 
numbers are then provided to the districts and MPOs for allocation to projects that are listed in the 
RTIPs and MPO TIPs. The STIP must be fiscally constrained to the funding forecasted in the UTP. 
 
The shifting of projects between fiscal years allows for the flexibility essential to efficient program 
management. The maximum transfer of funding among categories and programs will be 
accomplished to ensure TxDOT does not lose federal apportionments and obligation authority. 
Should federal apportionments be reduced by obligation authority, state and local dollars that 
would no longer be required to match federal funds will allow TxDOT to advance projects with state 
funds, seek advanced construction funds, or defer projects until federal obligation authority is 
available. Any source of funding that is reduced or eliminated will be represented in revisions to the 
applicable TIP and STIP funding summaries, and the TIP/STIP project listing to ensure fiscal 
constraint. 
 
Highway Funding 
 
Highway and highway-related projects and programs are funded under the following UTP categories: 
 
 Category 1 – Preventive Maintenance and Rehabilitation  
 Category 2 – Metropolitan and Urban Area Corridor Projects  
 Category 3 – Non-Traditionally Funded Transportation Projects  
 Category 4 – Statewide Connectivity Corridor Projects 
 Category 5 – Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement  
 Category 6 – Structures Replacement and Rehabilitation 

o Highway Bridge Program 
o Federal Railroad Grade Separation Program 
o  Bridge Maintenance and Improvement Program 

 Category 7 – Metropolitan Mobility and Rehabilitation  
 Category 8 – Safety  

o Highway Safety Improvement Program 
o Safety Bond Program 
o Systemic Widening Program 
o Federal Railway-Highway Safety Program 

 
 



 

 
 

 Category 9 – Transportation Enhancements  
o Safety Rest Area Program 
o Transportation Alternatives Program 

 Category 10 – Supplemental Transportation Projects (see UTP) 
 Category 11 – District Discretionary  
 Category 12 – Strategic Priority 

 
 
Transit Funding 
 
Transit and transit-related projects and programs are funded under the following FTA programs: 
 
 Section 5307 – Urbanized Area Formula Grants  
 Section 5309 – Capital Investment Grants  
 Section 5310 – Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals with Disabilities  
 Section 5311 – Formula Grants for Rural Areas  
 Section 5337 – State of Good Repair Grants 
 Section 5339 – Buses and Bus Facilities Grant Program 

 
MPO transit projects and transit funding summaries are located in the TIP supporting 
documentation. Statewide transit projects and corresponding funding summary table are included 
in Appendix B. 
 
Locally-Funded Projects 
 
Transportation projects or programs may also be locally-funded (either partially or fully), but the 
source of the local funds must be identified and reasonably be anticipated to be available for the 
project within the time period contemplated for completion of the project. 
 
Grouped Projects 
 
In cooperation with the FHWA, TxDOT developed Grouped Project Control Section Job (CSJ) numbers 
for projects that are not determined to be regionally significant so that they may be grouped in one 
line item, as allowed for under 23 USC Section 135. Non-attainment areas will not have any added- 
capacity projects, or phases of added-capacity projects, grouped under this provision. 
 
The grouping of projects that are not considered by the department and MPO to be of appropriate 
scale for individual identification (e.g., minor rehabilitation, preventive maintenance, and non-
urbanized transit projects) allows for more efficient programming, and reduces the need for 
revisions to the RTIPs, MPO TIPs and STIP. The Grouped Project CSJs are listed in a table in the 
Appendix A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

STIP FINANCIAL PLAN 
 
23 USC 135 requires a STIP to include a financial plan that: demonstrates how the approved 
program can be implemented; indicates resources from public and private sources that are 
reasonably expected to be made available to carry out the  transportation improvement program; 
and recommends any additional financing strategies for needed projects and programs. 
 
As required under 43 TAC 16.103(c), the financial plan: demonstrates how the transportation 
improvements can be funded and reasonably implemented; is consistent with funding reasonably 
expected to be available during the relevant period as provided under the UTP; and is financially 
constrained by year for fiscal years (FYs) 2017 through 2020. 
 
The STIP financial plan consists of a series of financial summary tables for highway and transit 
projects for FYs 2017-2020. Highway Summary Tables can be found in the Appendix A. The 
Statewide Transit Summary Table is included in Appendix B. 
 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
The TIPs, RTIPs, and STIP were developed in accordance with federal consultative and public 
participation rules under 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 134 and 135, and state public 
participation rules under 43 TAC 16.101(m), 16.102(i), and 16.103(d).   
 
TxDOT holds one public hearing to solicit input on the Draft STIP prior to Texas Transportation 
Commission approval of the STIP. Notices, sign-in sheets, comments, and responses (if applicable) 
related to the STIP are included in an Appendix B.  
 
MPOs are responsible for conducting public involvement activities at the local level prior to 
adoption of their TIPs. A TxDOT District is responsible for conducting public involvement at the local 
level prior to submitting rural TIPs for inclusion in the STIP according to their documented Rural 
Consultative Process. The process for each TxDOT district can be found in Appendix C.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

ACRONYMS/GLOSSARY 
 
CAAA  Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 are the revisions/amendments passed by 

Congress to the Clean Air Act of 1970 (CAA). Includes procedures that apply to all 
transportation plans, programs and projects as they relate to air quality. 

 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations – A compilation of the general and permanent rules of 

the executive departments and agencies of the Federal Government as published in 
the Federal Register. The code is divided into 50 titles that represent broad areas 
subject to Federal regulation. 

 
CSJ  Control-Section Job Number – Project numbering system utilized by the Highway 

Design Division. Each project being advanced to implementation will be assigned a 
unique CSJ number. 

 
FHWA Federal Highway Administration – Federal agency within the US Department of 

Transportation responsible for administering the Federal-Aid Highway Program. 
 
FTA  Federal Transit Administration – Federal agency within the US Department of 

Transportation that is the principal source of federal financial assistance to America's 
communities for planning, development, and improvement of public or mass 
transportation systems.   

 
MAB  Metropolitan Area Boundary – The boundary of a metropolitan area established by 

agreement between the MPO and the Governor. Defines the area in which the 
metropolitan planning process will be carried out. 

 
MPO  Metropolitan Planning Organization – The organization in urbanized areas over 

50,000 in population, designated by agreement between the Governor and units of 
general purpose local government that is responsible for carrying out the 
transportation planning process for the metropolitan area.  

 
MTP Metropolitan Transportation Plan – The official intermodal transportation plan that is 

developed and adopted through the metropolitan transportation planning process for 
the metropolitan planning area. 

 
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards – Federal standards that set allowable 

concentrations and exposure limits for various pollutants. The EPA developed the 
standards in response to a requirement of the CAA. Air quality standards have been 
established for the following six criteria pollutants: ozone (or smog), carbon 
monoxide, particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide, lead, and sulfur dioxide. 

 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 – Established a national environmental 

policy requiring that any project using federal funding or requiring federal approval, 
including transportation projects, examine the effects of proposed and alternative 
choices on the environment before a federal decision is made. 



 

 
 

RTIP Rural Transportation Improvement Program – A document prepared by TxDOT that 
lists projects to be funded with FHWA/FTA, state or local funds in rural areas of the 
state for the next four-year period. 

 
SIP  State Implementation Plan – Produced by the state environmental agency, not the 

MPO. A plan mandated by the CAA that contains procedures to monitor, control, 
maintain, and enforce compliance with the NAAQS. Must be taken into account in the 
transportation planning process. 

 
SLRTP Statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan – A document resulting from regional or 

statewide collaboration and consensus on a region or state's transportation system, 
and serving as the defining vision for the state's transportation systems and services. 

 
STIP Statewide Transportation Improvement Program – A staged, four-year, statewide, 

intermodal program of transportation projects, consistent with the statewide 
transportation plan and planning processes as well as metropolitan plans, TIPs, and 
processes. 

 
TAC Texas Administrative Code – The collection of regulations promulgated by state 

agencies which is updated through the Texas Register. 
 
TIP Transportation Improvement Program – A document prepared by a metropolitan 

planning organization that lists projects to be funded with FHWA/FTA, state, or local 
funds within the MAB for the next four-year period. 

 
TMA Transportation Management Area – An urbanized area with a population over 

200,000 (as determined by the latest decennial census) or other area when TMA 
designation is requested by the Governor and the MPO (or affect local officials), and 
officially designated by the Administrators of the FHWA and the FTA. The TMA 
designation applies to the entire metropolitan planning area(s). 

 
UTP Unified Transportation Program- TxDOT’s ten-year intermodal program of 

transportation projects, consistent with the statewide transportation plan and 
planning processes as well as metropolitan plans, TIPs, and processes. 

 
USC United States Code – Contains a consolidation and codification of all general and 

permanent laws of the United States. 
 
 
Regionally Significant Project A project that is on a facility which serves regional 

transportation needs. 
 
Transportation Conformity Process to assess the compliance of any transportation plan, 

program, or project with air quality implementation plans. The 
conformity process is defined by the Clean Air Act. 
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STIP Highway Financial Summary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

        
 

 
 
Statewide Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Projects  
 
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

TxDOT Transit Projects 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

TxDOT Rail Projects 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Federal Lands – IRR Roads Program Projects 
 
           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX B – STIP Public Hearing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Public Hearing Notice - Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

The Texas Department of Transportation (department) will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 

15, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at 200 East Riverside Drive, Room 1A-2, in Austin, Texas to receive public 

comments on the proposed 2017-2020 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

The STIP reflects the federally funded transportation projects in the FY 2017-2020 

Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs) for each Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in 

the state.  The STIP includes both state and federally funded projects for the nonattainment areas of 

Dallas-Fort Worth, El Paso, and Houston.  The STIP also contains information on federally funded 

projects in rural areas that are not included in any MPO area, and other statewide programs as listed. 

Title 23, United States Code, §134 and §135 require each designated MPO and the state, 

respectively, to develop a TIP and STIP as a condition to securing federal funds for transportation 

projects under Title 23 or the Federal Transit Act (49 USC §5301, et seq.).  Section 134 requires a MPO 

to develop its TIP in cooperation with the state and affected public transit operators and to provide an 

opportunity for interested parties to participate in the development of the program.  Section 135 requires 

the state to develop a STIP for all areas of the state in cooperation with the designated MPOs and, with 

respect to non-metropolitan areas, in consultation with affected local officials, and further requires an 

opportunity for participation by interested parties as well as approval by the Governor or the Governor's 

designee.   

A copy of the proposed FY 2017-2020 STIP will be available for review, at the time the notice 

of hearing is published, at each of the department's district offices, at the department's Transportation 

Planning and Programming Division offices located in Building 118, Second Floor, 118 East Riverside 

Drive, Austin, Texas, or (512) 486-5033, and on the department's website at: 

http://www.txdot.gov/government/programs/stips.html 

Persons wishing to speak at the hearing may register in advance by notifying Lori Morel, 



 

 
 

Transportation Planning and Programming Division, at (512) 486-5033 no later than Friday, August 12, 

2016, or they may register at the hearing location beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the day of the hearing.  

Speakers will be taken in the order registered.  Any interested person may appear and offer comments or 

testimony, either orally or in writing; however, questioning of witnesses will be reserved exclusively to 

the presiding authority as may be necessary to ensure a complete record.  While any persons with 

pertinent comments or testimony will be granted an opportunity to present them during the course of the 

hearing, the presiding authority reserves the right to restrict testimony in terms of time or repetitive 

content.  Groups, organizations, or associations should be represented by only one speaker.  Speakers 

are requested to refrain from repeating previously presented testimony.  Persons with disabilities who 

have special communication or accommodation needs or who plan to attend the hearing may contact the 

Transportation Planning and Programming Division, at 118 East Riverside Drive, Austin, Texas 78704-

1205,  

(512) 486-5053.  Requests should be made no later than three days prior to the hearing.  Every 

reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the needs. 

Interested parties who are unable to attend the hearing may submit comments regarding the 

proposed FY 2017-2020 STIP to Lauren Garduno P.E., Interim Director of the Transportation Planning 

and Programming Division, P.O. Box 149217, Austin, Texas 78714-9217.  In order to be considered, all 

written comments must be received at the Transportation Planning and Programming office by 4:00 p.m. 

on Monday, August 22, 2016. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX C – Rural Consultative Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

ABILENE DISTRICT 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

RURAL 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

 
 

Process 
At least once a year the Abilene District Engineer, District Directors, and District Area Engineers 
meet with elected officials of local governments and other civic leaders of our thirteen counties to 
discuss transportation needs and concerns.  In these meetings topics such as safety, congestion, 
deficient bridges and roadways, and other alternative transportation needs are discussed.  From 
these discussions the district may start a study for a long range project or use this information to 
submit candidate projects for the various annual Unified Transportation Program (UTP) calls. 
 
The majority of the Abilene District projects are preservation of the system type projects.  Funding 
for these projects come from the UTP program calls such as the Highway Bridge Program (HBP), 
the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), and the four year pavement management plan, 
which is funded from the districts rehab and discretionary allocations.   
 
Candidate projects for the HBP are submitted to the bridge division (BRG) and compete for funding 
on a statewide level based on their sufficiency ratings.  Projects for the HSIP also compete on the 
statewide level and are selected based on their Safety Improvement Index (SII).  The traffic 
operations division (TRF) conducts the HSIP Call.  The district conducts a project selection 
process for the four year pavement management plan.  Candidate pavement improvement projects 
are submitted by area engineers in consultation with their county maintenance supervisors.  These 
projects are then prioritized and ranked based on pavement condition scores, daily traffic and 
percent of truck traffic.  The area office then submits their prioritized list to the district where final 
prioritization and ranking is made by the District Directors of Operations, Construction, and 
Planning and Development. The District Director of Transportation, Planning, and Development 
(TPD) compares project’s estimated construction costs with available funding to program and 
schedule over the next four year period. 
 
Once a draft four year plan or transportation improvement program (TIP) is completed then the 
district hosts two public meeting to present their draft TIP.  Typically a meeting is held in the 
Eastern and Westernmost areas of the district.  Public officials and civic organizations are notified 
about the meeting by letter. A press release is also sent to the media and newspapers. These 
meetings are generally informal and allow the District TPD and staff the opportunity to discuss 
details about planned projects and receive additional input from elected officials, civic leaders, and 
private citizens.  All participants are allowed the opportunity to provide verbal and written input. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

AMARILLO DISTRICT 
Procedures for TIP Consultation on Rural Projects 

 

The Amarillo District will provide “a reasonable opportunity for public comment” during the 
public involvement process. 

 

Project Selection 
 

1.   The District Engineer, Director of Transportation Planning and Development, Area Engineers 
visits with various stakeholders and consults with the Maintenance Supervisors to determine 
potential projects. 

2.   The potential projects are submitted to the Director of Transportation Planning & 
Development for consideration. 

3.   Director of Transportation Planning & Development and staff hold project selection meetings 
with the Area Engineers and Maintenance Supervisors to determine which projects will be 
selected. PMIS scores, funding availability, and other criteria are used in making the final 
decisions. 

4.   The proposed final selection, approved by the District Engineer, is presented to the public.  
 
Public Involvement 

 
The non-metropolitan local officials of the Amarillo District are members of the Panhandle Rural 
Transportation Planning Organization (PRPO) 
 
 
1. In conjunction with the PRPO, there is a public meeting held annually to discuss upcoming projects 

to be included in the rural TIP.   
2. The notices of the public meeting are advertised in the area newspapers and on TxDOT.gov within 

the Public Hearings and Meetings Schedule. 
3. The notices of the public meeting are also posted in all of the 17 County Court Houses. 
4. Letters announcing the meeting are sent to all Federal, State, County, City, and local elected 

officials, chamber of commerce offices, public transportation providers. 
5. At the public meeting the proposed final selection is presented to the public with an opportunity for 

input and comments.  
6. After the public meeting there is a 10-day public comment period afforded. 
7. A copy of the Rural Transportation Plan will be made available at the District Office for public 

review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

ATLANTA DISTRICT 
RURAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (RTIP) 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 
 

The RTIP public involvement process generally begins with the TxDOT staff meeting with local elected 
officials throughout the year in each county to discuss current and proposed projects in that area.  These 
meetings are generally informal and allow the District Engineer and other staff to convey the importance 
of projects in the area and receive input from the local elected officials.  TxDOT staff also meets 
quarterly with the two Rural Planning Organizations (RPOs) in the Atlanta District. 

When the RTIP is developed, the Advance Project Development Section prepares exhibits in the form of 
maps, project lists, financial summaries, and comment sheets.  A notice is published in area newspapers 
notifying the public of the availability of the proposed RTIP for review, the date of the public meeting, 
and the public comment period, which will be at least 10 days after the date of the meeting. The notice is 
published in both English and Spanish at least 10 days prior to the public meeting.  Notifications are also 
sent to elected officials, RPOs, and other stakeholders throughout the District.  TxDOT staff is available 
at the public meeting to answer questions and receive written comments from any interested citizen or 
group.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

AUSTIN DISTRICT 

RURAL TIP PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

A. FORMAT 

Generally, two public meetings are held, one in the eastern portion of the district and the other in the 
western portion (the Capital Area MPO covers the counties that are in the middle of the district). We 
reserve public facilities to hold these meetings, usually a school, area office, or City/County meeting 
space. A notice is published in the local newspapers two weeks in advance of the meetings. The notice 
informs the public that they can view the proposed rural Transportation Improvement program (TIP) at 
TxDOT area engineer offices, maintenance offices, and the district headquarters. Letters, which include 
the proposed TIP, are sent to all city mayors and county commissioners in the rural area. Additionally, 
information is made available to the Capital Area Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
(CARTPO), a rural transportation planning entity formed by the Capital Area Planning Council of 
Governments.  CARTPO represents three of the five rural counties in the district.  This organization is a 
venue for regional rural transportation planning discussions.  The partnership with CARTPO continues 
to evolve as its role in transportation planning increases.   

At the public meetings, guests are asked to sign in as they enter and fill out a request to speak, if they 
desire. The guests are also given forms for written comments that they can fill out at the meeting, mail 
or email in at a later date (within two weeks days after the meeting date).  Area Office and planning 
staff are available to answer questions prior to the beginning of the meeting. The district 
Transportation Planning and Development Director, or designate, presides over the meeting and gives 
a presentation, referring to the list of rural TIP projects that are displayed by county developed 
specifically for this meeting. At the beginning of the meeting elected officials are acknowledged; the 
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and Unified Transportation Program (UTP) 
processes are explained, and proposed TIP projects are presented. The floor is then open for 
comments. Those who have registered to speak will be asked to make their comments for the record. 
After those that were registered have had their turn, the floor is then opened to anyone else wishing 
to make comments. Depending on the number of speakers, questions may be answered at the 
meeting; however, some may require a more thorough explanation and will be deferred to be 
addressed in writing. If there are no additional comments or questions, the meeting is adjourned. 
District planning staff will prepare a summary of the meeting and prepare responses to the comments 
received and kept on file at the Austin District.  Responses to individual comments are provided, as 
appropriate. 

B. NOTIFICATION 

Notifications to the meeting are made via ads placed in local newspapers at least two weeks in 
advance of the meeting. Individual notices are sent two weeks prior to the meeting to State senators, 
State representatives, County Judges, and Commissioners as well as Mayors and City Managers of 
incorporated cities in the rural area.  

 

C. MATERIAL PRESENTED 



 

 
 

The presentation will begin with a simplified overview of the planning process for the UTP, the project 
development process, and anticipated funding by category.  The presentation will include a general 
overview of the STIP, including how funds are distributed and managed and the purpose of the Rural 
TIP.  The presenter will provide a brief explanation of the handouts, which include project-specific 
information such as project location and work description for individually listed and grouped projects 
in the rural areas.   Additionally, long-range projects of local interest outside of the 4-year STIP window 
may be included in the presentation for informational purposes.   

D. MULTIMODAL PROJECTS PRESENTED 

Public transportation projects that are being funded are presented as an integral part of the meeting.  
Additionally, this meeting may include information associated with the annual District Bicycle Meeting, 
as available.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Beaumont District Rural TIP Public Involvement Process 
 
The Beaumont District will provide a reasonable opportunity for public comment during the 
development of the Rural TIP.  The rural counties within the Beaumont District include Tyler, Jasper, 
and Newton. 

 
Project Selection 

1. All projects are prioritize and selected on the basis of need and available funding. 
2. Roadway preventive maintenance projects are selected by Area Engineers and the District 

considering, but not limited to, pavement management system data, distress and repair history, 
historical repair costs, local material and geotechnical factors, age, and visual evaluation 
surveys. 

3. Bridge projects are selected by the district’s Transportation Planning and Development 
(TP&D) Section in collaboration with the Bridge Division based on bridge sufficiency ratings 
and ranking criteria. 

4. Safety-related projects are selected through a statewide process whereby candidate projects are 
evaluated based on accidents that have occurred within the last three years and the potential to 
reduce future accidents in the same location. 

5. Mobility projects are selected by the district’s TP&D Section based on congestion and 
connectivity. 

 
Public Involvement 

1. A public meeting for the rural TIP is held at the Jasper Area Office. 
2. Notice of the public meeting is advertised in newspapers circulating in each of the Beaumont 

District’s rural counties at least ten (10) calendar days in advance of the meeting.  Letters 
announcing the meeting are sent to elected officials.   

3. Comments are accepted for ten (10) calendar days following the public meeting. 
4. Additional public meetings are held for specific projects when required by the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) or to inform the public or to solicit public input.  These 
public meetings are held on an ongoing basis as needed.  

5. TxDOT Area Engineers coordinate with rural local and elected officials on a continual basis 
to receive feedback from the public in our rural areas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Bryan District 
STIP Rural Consultative Process 

2016 
 
 
The Bryan District uses a variety of methods to gather input from our rural community stakeholders, which 
encompass nine of the ten counties within our district.  These methods typically include communication 
through public meetings, surveying local government agencies and the public, visiting individually with 
community representatives and participation in local group forums. 
 
On July 16, 2015, the Bryan District held an open-house public meeting to discuss our overall transportation 
plans for the region.  The district advertised the meeting in local newspapers along with a news release and 
personal letters of invitation to all elected officials.  At these meetings, TxDOT officials presented 
information on the STIP and UTP and the process used to develop those documents.  The meeting allowed 
time for hearing public comments, individual discussions and collecting written comments. 
 
Additionally, the district has utilized surveys of both local elected officials and the general public.  Personal 
invitations were sent to elected officials, as well as general public invitations through media advertisements, 
inviting participants to visit TxDOT’s web address to complete a survey.  Inquiries included responses 
regarding basic transportation information (average commute times and distances, work location, home 
location) along with their transportation opinions, concerns, and desired projects. 
 
TxDOT personnel typically meet monthly with the Transportation Subcommittee of the Brazos Valley 
Council of Governments (BVCOG).  BVCOG represents seven of the Bryan District’s ten counties.  This 
subcommittee is a venue for regional rural transportation planning discussions.  TxDOT staff, including the 
district engineer, continually meet directly with each rural county judge and their staffs to gain their 
respective needs. 
 
In addition, our bridge inspection program provides a forum for discussing rural bridge priorities through 
the annual distribution of completed inspection forms.  Our staff also makes it clear to any local 
government council or court that we are always available to meet with them and discuss transportation 
issues.   
 
District staff considers all of this input in formulating the district transportation plans and programs.   
 
There are no tribal governments located in the Bryan District.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Childress District 

Rural TIP Public Involvement Process 

 

The Childress District will provide a reasonable opportunity for public comment during the 
public involvement process. 

Project Selection 

• Area Engineers visit with various stake holders (local elected officials, general public, 
etc.) and work closely with Maintenance Supervisors to determine potential projects 

• Potential projects are submitted to the District Transportation Planning and 
Development office for consideration and preliminary estimates are developed 

• District Engineer, Director of TP&D, Director of Construction, Director of Operations and 
Area Engineers hold a project selection meeting to determine which projects make the 
TIP based on various criteria: 

o Crash Data 
o ADT 
o Pavement scores 
o Maintenance expenditures 
o Available funding/estimates 

Public Involvement 

• Public meetings are held in conjunction with the Rolling Plains Organization for Rural 
Transportation (RPORT) meetings quarterly each year and one meeting in the North 
and South Area Offices 

• RPORT attendees include all 13 County Judges and Mayors and City Managers of each 
community located within the District and attendees for the Area Offices include the 
general public 

• Exhibits are prepared and presented during the meetings: 
o Letting Summary for each fiscal year 
o Project location maps 

 For the entire District 
 For each individual County 

• Director of TP&D makes a formal presentation of the proposed projects and then opens 
the floor to questions and comments 

• Originals of the sign in sheets, agendas and minutes are filed in the TP&D office 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Additional information included as supporting documentation in the eSTIP. 

 
 



 

 
 

Procedures for Rural TIP Consultation 
Dallas District 

 
The Dallas District provided a reasonable opportunity for public comment during the public 
involvement process. 
 
Project Selection 
1.  Roadway maintenance projects selected by Area Engineer and District Staff based on 
improvement to PMIS (pavement evaluation) scores. 
2.  Bridge projects selected by Bridge Div. based on bridge sufficiency ratings and ranking 
criteria. 
3.  Mobility projects considered for limited available funding sources and developed as budgets 
allow. 
 
Public Involvement 

1. Notice of public involvement was advertised in the following newspapers: 
• Al Dia 
• Dallas Morning News 
• Corsicana Daily Sun 

2. The TIP public meeting was be held at the Corsicana Public Library 
3. Comments are accepted for 10 days following the meetings. 
4. Ongoing public meetings are held for specific projects. 
5. Ongoing coordination with County Commissioner’s Courts, City Councils, Economic 

Development boards and Chambers of Commerce with the area engineer is provided as 
requested 

6. Public Transportation meeting was held regarding rural Public Transportation providers 
and grants. 

 
A Rural TIP Packet was created that included the following: an agenda; a district contact list; a 
map of projects within the county;  a project detail spreadsheet that coincided with the map; a 
list of the funding categories of work for the UTP; the District’s Public Transportation meeting 
notice; and a list of the Rural Transportation projects within the county. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT 
RURAL TIP PUBLIC OUTREACH AND INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

 
A. MEETING FORMAT 

 
Generally, a large capacity room is located in a centrally located portion of the rural portion of 
this district.  A notice is published in the local newspapers three weeks in advance of the 
meeting.   Guests are asked to sign in as they enter and fill out a request to speak form, if they 
desire.  The guests are also given forms for written comments that they can fill out at the 
meeting or mail in at a later date (within 10 days of the meeting date).  The District 
Transportation Planning and Development Director, Advanced Transportation Planning 
Director or other designated district representative will give a presentation and refer to some 
displays (broken up into area office jurisdiction with proposed project locations shown) that 
have been developed specifically for this meeting, as well as present the format for the 
meeting.  After the presentation, there is a short break; usually 15 to 20 minutes so everyone is 
given the opportunity to get a close-up look at the displays and can ask general questions.  
The meeting is then reconvened and the elected officials are acknowledged; the floor is then 
open for comments.  Those who have registered to speak will be asked to come forward and 
make their comments.  After those that were registered have had their turn, the floor is then 
opened to anyone else wishing to make comments.  If there are no additional comments, the 
meeting is adjourned.  The meeting is summarized in minutes and a copy if forwarded to TPP 
with the exception of the 15 to 20 minute break period.  This recording is kept on file in the 
central library for the Fort Worth District. 
 
B. INVITATIONS 
 
Invitations to the meeting are made through the legal notices section of the local newspapers 
three weeks in advance of the meeting.  Individual notices are sent two to three weeks prior to 
the meeting to State Senators, State Representatives, County Judges, Mayors and City 
Managers for the incorporated cities in the rural area.  The Area Engineers are in attendance 
at the meeting so they can address questions pertinent to their areas. 
 
C. MATERIAL PRESENTED 
  
There is a general overview of the STIP and how funds are distributed and managed.  A brief 
explanation of the planning process that goes into the UTP and STIP is given in addition to an 
explanation of the displays and handouts (which are project specific and give project location 
and status details; this also includes a summary of the rural TIP).  The three purposes of the 
STIP are given and how the project needs are found is presented.  Priority Construct, Develop 
and Plan are presented in a very simplified form and the progression of how a project would 
proceed to construction is presented.  Preventive maintenance, traffic signal and railroad 
signal or crossings are not shown but are included in the presentation. 
 
MULTIMODAL PROJECTS PRESENTED 
Public transportation and aviation projects that are being funded are presented. 

Texas Department of Transportation Houston District 
Rural Transportation Public Participation Plan 



 

 
 

 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Houston District is comprised of six counties: 
Harris, Waller, Montgomery, Galveston, Brazoria, and Fort Bend, all of which are included in the 
Houston-Galveston Transportation Management Area (TMA). The Houston-Galveston Area Council 
(H-GAC) serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the TMA, which also covers 
two additional counties, Liberty and Chambers in the TxDOT Beaumont District’s service area.   
 
The Transportation Policy Council (TPC) is the governing body for the MPO.  The TPC approved a 
Public Participation Plan on November 30, 2012 in accordance with the requirements under 23 
CFR 450.316.  The MPO’s Public Participation Plan may be found here: 
 
http://www.h-gac.com/taq/transportation-public-outreach/documents/2012%20PPP_11-30-
2012.pdf 
 
There are no rural areas in the Houston District’s service area; therefore, the District does not 
produce a separate Rural Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Laredo District  
Rural Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)  
Public Involvement Process (PIP)  
 
PIP Process Followed:  
When the Laredo District Rural Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) project list is developed 
beginning in early February, the District Planning and Programming Section prepares exhibits, 
handouts and a presentation with the highway improvements to be listed on the District TIP for 
rural projects. This project list also includes all mass transit projects scheduled in the rural 
areas of the District as well as the projected funding, which will be consistent with the funding 
levels for transit projects identified in the latest Statewide Mobility Plan of The Unified 
Development Program (UTP). Overall, the rural TIP project lists are developed for each project 
for each fiscal year along with corresponding project maps. Following the development of the 
District TIP, public meetings are held between mid- and late-March.  
 
The TIP public involvement process is initiated through formal invitation letters sent by the 
Laredo District Engineer to all local public officials in the non-urbanized portions of the Laredo 
District. In addition, public notices are also published in local newspapers. These invitation 
letters and public notices identify the meeting dates, locations, times and format for the TIP 
public meetings well in advance of each scheduled event. These meetings are conducted in an 
informal manner which allows the District Engineer the opportunity to convey the importance of 
the proposed projects in the District as well as to receive input from the local elected officials 
and the general public as to their priorities concerning highway infrastructure projects. The 
District Engineer, Director of Advanced Transportation Planning and local Area Engineer as 
well as various planning section personnel present and discuss the four year rural TIP with the 
meeting attendees. District personnel are available at these events to answer questions and to 
receive comments from the general public and local public officials and all attendees are 
informed about the comment period that will be available during and after the public meeting 
event. All interested persons are encouraged to contact the District Advanced Planning 
Director or other District personnel to provide additional comments or to request additional 
information if needed.  
 
As an additional step, copies of all exhibits presented are distributed to each elected official 
throughout the District. Individual and small group meetings are also held as needed or 
requested with local officials (e.g. mayors, county judges, city council members, county 
commissioners, etc.) to better inform the local decision makers of the proposed transportation 
projects in their areas.  
 
Notes on Exhibit Development and Distribution:  
The exhibits prepared, presented and disseminated for the rural TIP public outreach include 
maps of each county within the District highlighting the proposed projects; summary tables of 
the projects in the TIP; and a fact sheet explaining the overall TIP process. Furthermore, e-
mail and postal mailing addresses and phone numbers of the District personnel responsible for 
preparing the TIP document are included in all arterials exhibited and distributed to attendees 
for ease in returning comments on the proposed TIP.         :(3/18/16) 

 



 

 
 

Lufkin District 
Rural TIP Public Involvement Process 

 
The Lufkin District solicits public involvement and comment for incorporation into the Rural 
Transportation Improvement Plan development process on an ongoing basis.     

Formal meetings are conducted for initial presentation of the TIP and for proposed revisions to the TIP 
involving mobility projects as required by policy.  The meetings are held at the Lufkin District office 
which is centrally located within our nine county District and are come and go format to allow a more 
flexible schedule for the public to attend.  Attendees are supplied with a hard copy of the RTIP, maps 
highlighting project locations, and Project Selection pamphlet.  Other project materials (i.e. Project 
Newsletters, etc.) are made available for attendees to pick-up if they choose.   

• Initial Adoption of the TIP: 
o District meets with the Rural Transportation Planning Organization to develop the 

proposed TIP 
o District publishes of a notice in newspapers with general circulation in each county 

within the district informing the public of the availability of the proposed RTIP at least 
10 days prior to the meeting 

o District publishes the notice on the TxDOT website at least 10 days prior to the meeting 
o District emails the notice to all elected officials at least 10 days prior to the meeting 
o The Notice states that the meeting is held to receive comments on the initial adoption 

of the proposed RTIP; requests that comments concerning the proposed RTIP be 
submitted to the District in writing; and includes the public comment due date which 
must be at least 10 days after the meeting 

• Revisions involving mobility projects: 
o District publishes of a notice in newspapers with general circulation in each county 

within the district informing the public of the availability of the proposed RTIP at least 
10 days prior to the meeting 

o District publishes the notice on the TxDOT website at least 10 days prior to the meeting 
o District emails the notice to all elected officials at least 10 days prior to the meeting 
o The Notice states that the meeting is held to receive comments on the proposed 

revisions to the RTIP involving mobility projects; requests that comments concerning the 
proposed revisions to the RTIP be submitted to the District in writing; and includes the 
public comment due date which must be at least 10 days after the meeting 

Outside of the formal TIP meetings described above, the Lufkin District also gathers information 
regarding perceived needs, project priorities and public concern during open discussions and by 



 

 
 

attending meetings held by Deep East Texas Council of Governments, City Councils, Commissioner 
Courts, Civic Groups, I-69 Advisory Committee and Chambers of Commerce. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Procedures for TIP Consultation on Rural Projects 
Lubbock District 

 
The Lubbock District will provide “a reasonable opportunity for public comment” during the public 
involvement process. 
 
Project Selection 
 
1. Area Engineers visit with key stakeholders (i.e. local officials, citizens, affected public agencies, 

public transportation providers, and private transportation providers) to determine potential projects. 
2. The Lubbock District attends quarterly Regional Planning Organization (RPO) meetings and 

participates in the annual RPO call for projects.   
3. Projects are prioritized by the District’s Administration based on PMIS scores and other critical 

criteria. 
 
Public Involvement 
 
1. Notices of public involvement will be advertised in the Lubbock newspaper, Hispanic newspaper, 

and the surrounding area newspapers.  The advertisement will include the following verbiage. 
 
 A copy of the Rural Transportation Plan is available at the District Office and county maintenance 

offices for public review 
 There is a 10-day public comment period after the final public meeting 
 
2. There will be, at minimum, one public meeting in the Lubbock District. 
3. Public comments will be accepted for ten days after the final public meeting. 
 
Updated:  March 18, 2016 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Additional information included as supporting documentation in the eSTIP. 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

TYLER DISTRICT 
STIP RURAL CONSULTATION & PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

 
The Tyler District uses a number of methods to regularly gather input from our rural community 
stakeholders, which encompass six of the eight counties within our district. These methods 
typically include communication through public meetings, active participation with the rural 
planning organization (RPO) formed by the East Texas Council of Governments (ETCOG), 
and visiting individually with community representatives.  

FORMAT 

The Tyler District conducts one public meeting every two years in conjunction with the 
development of the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The meeting is 
typically hosted at District Headquarters, due to its central location, and is generally held in the 
last week of March.  

The meeting is informal and allows the District Engineer the opportunity to convey the 
importance of projects and receive input from the public and local elected officials. The Deputy 
District Engineer, Director of Transportation Planning and Development, and the Advanced 
Planning Engineer along with various planning section personnel join the District Engineer in 
presenting the four year rural Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). 

A PowerPoint presentation that illustrates the types of improvements identified in the rural TIP 
is shared with attendees. Attendees are also provided the rural TIP listings by year along with 
maps that highlight the projects. The listings include all transit projects scheduled in the rural 
areas as well as their projected funding consistent with the transit funding levels identified in 
the latest Statewide Mobility Plan of the Unified Development Program (UTP).  

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

The public involvement process is initiated through a formal letter invitation sent to all local 
public officials in the non-urbanized portion of the district. The general public is invited to 
attend through a legal notice posted in the district’s local newspapers, including a Spanish 
translation in the area’s Hispanic newspaper. The notices run two weeks in advance of the 
meeting. The invitations and legal notices identify the meeting date, location and time and the 
format for the meeting.  

A comment period of at least 10 days subsequent to the meeting is provided. The period is 
prominently displayed in the presentation and exhibits available during the meeting as well as 
the legal notices. Copies of all exhibits are distributed to the elected officials throughout the 
district and to the meeting’s attendees. Recipients are encouraged to call the District Engineer 
and/or the other listed personnel for additional information.  



 

 
 

In addition to the public meeting outreach, the Tyler District actively participates in the area’s 
RPO. The RPO allows local elected officials to establish rural transportation project priorities 
and planning and to communicate their input directly to TxDOT. The Tyler District Engineer 
serves as a member of the RPO’s Policy Board. The district’s Director of Transportation 
Planning and Development and the Advanced Planning Engineer serves on the RPO’s 
Technical Advisory Committee. Both the advisory committee and Policy Board members meet 
at least quarterly every year.  

EXHIBITS 

The rural TIP exhibits include maps of each county that highlight the proposed projects, 
summary tables of the projects in the STIP format, and a fact paper explaining the STIP/TIP 
process. A list of district personnel responsible for preparing the TIP document is also 
displayed and included in all distributed material. The list includes e-mails, mailing addresses 
and phone numbers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

WACO DISTRICT – CONSULTATION PROCESS 

Project Selection 

1. Roadway maintenance projects are selected by the District Staff and Area Engineers 
based on improvement to PMIS (pavement evaluation) scores. 

2. Bridge projects are selected by the Bridge Division based on bridge sufficiency ratings 
and ranking criteria. 

3. Mobility projects are developed as funding allows based upon the need of the project 
and local support. 

Public Involvement 

The RTIP public involvement process is initiated through Public Notices placed in newspapers 
with the greatest distribution throughout the Waco District and individual notices that are sent 
to all relevant public officials.  Public meetings for the RTIP are held at the Waco District 
Office, as well as in each of the District Area Offices. The notices are sent out a minimum of 10 
days prior to the public meeting date.  The notification identifies the meeting date, location, 
time of the meeting and TxDOT locations in each county where the materials can be viewed 
prior to the meeting.   

These meetings are generally informal and allow the Director of Transportation, Planning and 
Development or Area Engineer the opportunity to convey the importance of projects in the 
area.  Other TxDOT personnel including, the District Engineer, Right Of Way Administrator, 
Environmental Specialist, or I-35 IPO, attend the meeting depending on the complexity of 
projects in the RTIP and need for additional information or explanation.  Additional project 
information (maps, exhibits, etc.) is provided as necessary to further explain key project 
components. 

All TxDOT staff members are available during and after the meeting to receive input from the 
public and local elected officials.  Attendees are encouraged to provide written comments 
concerning the meeting or any additional questions to the Waco District Office.  A contact 
name and address for comments and questions are provided on the comment forms and on 
the agenda.  Comments are accepted for a period of 10 days after the meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

WICHITA FALLS DISTRICT 
RURAL TIP PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

 
 
 
Process 
 
Each year the Wichita Falls Transportation Planning and Development (TP&D) Section 
conducts a district program call to describe current projects included in the TIP and to solicit 
candidate projects as part of the local Rural Planning Organization’s (Cross Plains Rural 
Transportation Council) meeting held in October. The TIP public involvement process is 
initiated through notices that are sent prior to the meeting to all State Senators, State 
Representatives, County Judges, Mayors and City Managers for the incorporated cities 
within the Wichita Falls District.  
 
These meetings are generally informal and allow the Director of TP&D and Area Engineers 
the opportunity to convey the importance of projects. The exhibits prepared and presented 
include a listing and map highlighting the proposed projects. After the presentation of 
projects, the floor is open for comments and questions. After all questions and comments 
have been made and before the meeting is adjourned, inform the public of the “10 day” 
written comment period.  Return addresses will be printed on back of each comment card. A 
list of district personnel responsible for preparing the TIP document with e-mail, mailing 
addresses and phone numbers are displayed and shown in all materials distributed to all 
attendees for ease in returning comments. 
 
All meetings will have public meeting notes taken and a cassette recording of the entire 
meeting including items discussed, questions and comments along with responses.  Sign in 
sheets, agenda, comment cards, minutes and summary of the meetings are kept in the 
TP&D office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

YOAKUM DISTRICT 
RURAL TIP PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS 

 
 
 
PROCESS 

 
The Area Offices are responsible for setting up and conducting our meeting for the 
Rural Tip Public Involvement Process.  The process begins in February of a STIP 
development year with meetings being conducted around the middle of March and the first of 
April.   A large capacity room is centrally located within the counties under an Area 
Office.  A notice is published in the local newspapers 30 to10 days in advance of the 
meeting.   Individual invitations are sent two to three weeks in advance of the meeting 
to all elected officials as well as City Managers within the jurisdiction of the Area Office.  
The notices and invitations identify the meeting date, location and time.  All meetings are 
informal.  Guests are asked to sign in as they enter and fill out a request to speak form, if 
they desire.  The guests are also provided forms for written comments that they can fill out at 
the meeting or mail in at a later date (within 10 days of the meeting date).  The Area 
Engineer will conduct the meetings within his or her area.  The general format is to provide a 
brief overview of STIP and how funds are distributed and managed.  A brief explanation of 
how projects go through the process (Plan, Develop, and  Construct)  is  normally  
presented,  and  a  brief  description  of  all  the  projects scheduled for letting within the next 
4 years is presented.  After the presentation, there is a short break; usually 15 to 20 minutes 
so everyone is given the opportunity to look at maps and handouts, and to ask general 
questions.  Various district personnel are available to answer questions and to discuss 
projects or other pertinent topics.  The meeting is then reconvened and the elected 
officials are acknowledged.   The floor is then open for comments.  Dependent upon the 
comment received, verbal responses will be given; however, some may require a more 
thorough explanation and is deferred to be addressed in writing.  Those who have 
registered to speak will be asked to come forward and make their comments.  After those 
that were registered have had their turn, the floor is then opened to anyone else wishing to 
make comments.  If there are no additional comments, the meeting is adjourned.  The 
meeting is summarized in minutes and a copy is forwarded to TPP. 

 
EXHIBITS 

 
A list of all the projects scheduled for letting within the four year period is provided.  In 
some instances, future projects beyond the four year window will also be listed.  The list will  
have  the  highway  name,  limits  of  the  project,  scheduled  letting  date  and  the 
construction estimate. County maps showing the locations of the projects are also 
provided. In addition, a list of area office personnel and district personnel who can 
answer questions concerning ROW, environmental, and design issues is provided. Public 
transportation and aviation projects that are being funded are also presented. 

 
 




