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FrROM THE BEGINNING, SETTLERS IN THE FORT Davis
REGION HAVE TREASURED THE UNIQUE BEAUTY OF THE
Davis MOUNTAINS. By THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, LOCAL
EFFORTS TO DEVELOP THE REGION AS A TOURIST
DESTINATION INCREASED DUE TO THE NATIONAL RISE OF
THE AUTOMOBILE AND TOURISM. By THE 1920s, A LARGE
SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION REGARDED THE AUTOMOBILE
AS A WAY TO ESCAPE THE RAPIDLY MODERNIZING WORLD
AND EXPLORE THE NATURAL AND SCENIC WONDERS OF
AMERICA. AUTOMOBILE TOURISTS VENTURED OUT INTO
THE COUNTRY AWAY FROM THE RESTRICTIONS OF CITY LIFE.
THE NATION'S LIMITED ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE, HOWEVER,
CONVINCED MANY 710 FORM “Goop Roaps'
ORGANIZATIONS THAT IN TURN LOBBIED STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS TO FUND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS.

For ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Fort Davis Chamber of Commerce
Box 378
Fort Davis, TX 79734
1-800-524-3015
www.fortdavis.com

The Davis Mountains State Park is reached by
traveling 1 mile north of Fort Davis on
State Highway 17 to State Highway 118N, then
west on State Highway 118N for 3 miles to
Park Road 3 entrance.

www.txdot.gov
www.dot.state.tx.us/travel
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Tue 75-miLE Davis MountaiNs State Park HicHwAy
PROVIDES A MAJESTIC ESCAPE INTO ONE OF TEXAS' MOST
SPECTACULAR LANDSCAPES AND OFFERS TOURISTS
BREATHTAKING VIEWS OF SAWTOOTH MOUNTAIN, MOUNTS
Locke anDp Livermore, AND Mapera CanYON. THE
ROAD ALSO REPRESENTS SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS BY
INDIVIDUALS AND THE STATE TO OPEN THE BEAUTY OF THE
Davis MOUNTAINS TO INCREASING NUMBERS OF
AUTOMOBILE TOURISTS IN THE 1920s AND 1930s. TuE
STORY OF THE DAvis MouNTAINS STATE PARK Hicaway
INCLUDES VISIONARIES, ENLIGHTENED POLITICAL AND
CIVIC LEADERS, AS WELL AS TALENTED ENGINEERS AND
CRAFTSMEN.



Davis Mountains State Park

T—

Established in 1933, the Davis Mountains State Park encompasses approximately 2,700 acres.
[TxDOT Photo Archives]

In TEXAS, SEVERAL KEY INDIVIDUALS LED
EFFORTS TO EXPAND AND IMPROVE AUTOMOBILE
ROUTES IN THE STATE. AMONG THESE WERE DAVID
Corr AND STATE SENATOR THOMAS LOVE FROM
Darras. LoNG A VISITOR TO THE DAvis
MOUNTAINS, SENATOR LOVE ENVISIONED THE
REGION AS A TOURIST GATEWAY. JEFF D Avis COUNTY
RESIDENTS ALSO LOBBIED FOR STATE INVESTMENT
IN THE Davis MountaINs. By 1925, Love AND
OTHERS  BEGAN  ADVOCATING FOR  THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A SCENIC HIGHWAY AND A STATE
PARK IN THE DAvis MOUNTAINS. THE COMPLETION
IN 1922 or tHE CorLumBIA Riveir HicawAy, AN
OREGON ROAD BUILT SOLELY WITH AUTOMOBILE
TOURISTS IN MIND, LIKELY INFLUENCED TEXAS
PROPONENTS OF A DAvis MOUNTAINS SCENIC
HIGHWAY. IN 1927, LOVE LED THE PASSAGE OF
SENATE B No. 15, ESTABLISHING THE DAvis
MounTaINs STATE PARK Hicaway. DESPITE THE
LEGISLATION, NO INITIAL CONSTRUCTION TOOK
PLACE DUE TO CONFLICTING PRIORITIES WITHIN THE
Texas HiGHwAY DEPARTMENT.

In 1930, TExAS HIGHWAY ENGINEERS AND
SURVEYORS COMPLETED THE SURVEY FOR THE NEW

Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps, the Indian Lodge sits within the majestic Keesey

Canyon at the Davis Mountains State Park. (TxDOT Photo Archives]

ROAD. THE NEWLY DESIGNED ROUTE EMPHASIZED
THE HIGHLIGHTS AND NATURAL SETTING OF THE
Davis MountaINs. TwO  YEARS  LATER,
CONSTRUCTION FINALLY BEGAN. THE TEXxAS
HicawAy DEPARTMENT HIRED LOCAL RESIDENTS
AS LABORERS, AND BY 1933, 16 MILES OF ROAD HAD
BEEN CONSTRUCTED. STATE HIGHWAY OFFICIALS,
HOWEVER, SUSPENDED FURTHER WORK ON THE
ROAD DUE TO  BUDGETARY  CONCERNS.
NEVERTHELESS, THE FORT DAVIS REGION RECEIVED
GOOD NEWS UPON THE ANNOUNCEMENT IN 1933
THAT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS PLANNED TO ERECT
THE McDoNALD OBSERVATORY IN THE DAvVIS
MOUNTAINS. THE CONSTRUCTION AND LOCATION
OF THE SCENIC HIGHWAY PLAYED AN INSTRUMENTAL
ROLE IN LOCATING THE OBSERVATORY IN JEFF DAvIS
Counry.

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT FOR THE
REGION OCCURRED IN JuNE 1933, WHEN THE
CrviriaN ConseRVATION Corps (CCC), AWORKER
RELIEF PROGRAM CREATED BY PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT, ESTABLISHED TWO CAMPS IN FORT
Davis. OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS, THESE YOUNG
CCC WORKERS BUILT NUMEROUS RECREATIONAL
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AND TOURIST IMPROVEMENTS AT THE DAvVIS
MoUNTAINS STATE PARK. NOTABLE IMPROVEMENTS
INCLUDED THE THREE-MILE SCENIC SKYLINE DRIVE
AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDIAN LODGE, A
TOURIST HOTEL BEAUTIFULLY SITED IN KEESEY
CANYON. SkyLINE Drive AND INDIAN LoDGE
REMAIN TODAY AS LASTING REMINDERS OF THE
EFFORTS AND CRAFTSMANSHIP OF THE CCC IN JEFFE
Davis CouNTy DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION.

DESPITE THESE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN
THE REGION, CONSTRUCTION ON THE SCENIC HIGHWAY
CONTINUED TO EXPERIENCE DELAYS DUE TO HARD
ecoNoMIC TIMES. IN 1937, tHE Texas Hicaway
DEPARTMENT FINALLY RENEWED CONSTRUCTION
EFFORTS AND BUILT A 22-MILE STRETCH OF ROAD
THROUGH DIFFICULT MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN. AN
ADDITIONAL 21 ONE MILES WERE COMPLETED IN
1941-42. Tue oNSET OF WORLD WAR II, HOWEVER,
SUSPENDED  STATE  HIGHWAY  CONSTRUCTION.
FOLLOWING THE WAR, THE FINAL 14 MILES WERE
COMPLETED 1IN 1947. To CELEBRATE THE
ACCOMPLISHMENT, FORT DAVIS RESIDENTS AND
STATE OFFICIALS HELD AN OFFICIAL OPENING IN JUNE
1947.

Completed in 1939, the McDonald Observatory sits atop Mount Locke alongside the Davis
Mountains State Park Highway. (The Archives of the Big Bend, Sul Ross State University)

AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE ROADWAY, THE
Texas HicawAay DEPARTMENT CONSTRUCTED NINE
ROADSIDE PARKS ALONGSIDE THE SCENIC LOOP.
DESIGNED BY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT BEN
LEDNICKY, THE PARKS PROVIDED AUTO TOURISTS
WITH CONVENIENT AND BEAUTIFUL SITES FOR
PICNICS AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES. STATE
OFFICIALS ALSO DEVELOPED SIGNAGE NOTING
RECREATIONAL AND HISTORICAL SITES ALONG THE
HIGHWAY, INCLUDING THE HISTORIC PRUDE RANCH,
H.E. Sprour. RancH, McDoNALD OBSERVATORY
AND Broys CaMP MEETING SITE.

Topay, tTHE Davis MountaiNs Scenic Loor
HIGHWAY CONTINUES TO SERVE AS A GATEWAY INTO
THE DAvis MOUNTAINS AND TO A RANGE OF
ACTIVITIES INCLUDING ASTRONOMICAL
OBSERVATION, HORSEBACK RIDING, HIKING, AND
CAMPING. THE HIGHWAY IS CONSIDERED AMONG
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL ROADS IN TEXAS AND
REMAINS ONE OF THE FEW DESIGNED SOLELY FOR
TOURISTS. THE DAvis MOUNTAINS STATE PARK
HIGHWAY CONTINUES TO REVEAL THE UNIQUE
GRANDEUR OF THE DAVIS MOUNTAINS TO THOSE
WHO FOLLOW ITS COURSE.

The final 14 miles of the Davis
Mountains State Park Highway is
completed; the highway officially

Construction on Davis Mountains State
Park Highway resumes from Fowlkes
Ranch to Moore’s Ranch, a distance of

Rutomobile registrations in Texas reach The 40th Texas State Legislature passes
975,000 Senate Bill No. 15 establishing the Davis
Mountains State Park Highway

Texas Highway Department begins
construction of the Davis Mountains
State Park Highway

In June, two CCC camps arrive in Fort
Davis; in September, Davis Mountains
State Park established

University of Texas and the University of
Chicago formally dedicate the recently
completed McDonald Observatory on

Texas Highway Department continues
construction of highway from Moore’s
Ranch to Skillman’s Grove, a distance of

22 miles Mount Locke 21 miles opens in June
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