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PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY REPORT 

 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), Yoakum District, conducted a public 
hearing on September 1, 2015, at the Sargent V.F.W. Post 2412 Hall, located at 20305 
FM 457, Sargent, Texas.  The purpose of the hearing was to present the public with 
TxDOT’s preferred alternative and allow the public to comment on the proposed 
swingbridge replacement project. 

The proposed project would replace the existing swingbridge with a concrete bridge that 
would span the GIWW.  The project limits are from Anchor Way Street north of the 
GIWW south to the southern terminus of FM 457 at Sargent Beach.  The length of the 
proposed project is approximately 0.54 mile. Acquisition of additional right-of-way would 
be required for the proposed project.  The project CSJ is 0605-01-060. 

A notice for the public hearing was posted in the Bay City Tribune on August 2 and 
August 19, 2015 (see Appendix A). An advertisement was also sent to two local 
newsletters that are published on a weekly basis; The Coastal Clipper and The Sargent 
News (see Appendix B).  A news release was also sent out to various Matagorda 
County media outlets (see Appendix B).  A virtual public hearing was set up and made 
available to the public on September 1, 2015 on the TxDOT website at the following 
link:  https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/yoakum/fm457-bridge-replacement.html.  
All meeting materials from the previous open house and public meeting were posted to 
this web site. 

The public hearing started with an open house session from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.  The 
formal public hearing was called to order by the public hearing officer, Paul Retiz P.E., 
at 6:30pm. Following the formal presentation from TxDOT (see Appendix D), the public 
was allowed to comment on the proposed project.  Attendees were invited to sign in 
when they entered (see Appendix C). Comment forms were provided to attendees to 
either present verbal comments during the hearing, submit written comments, or to mail 
comments to TxDOT to share their thoughts regarding the proposed project.  A total of 
151 people attended the public meeting; of which, 129 were members of the public, 1 
State Representative, 1 County Judge, 1 Texas Parks and Wildlife representative, 1 
environmental consultant from Hicks Environmental, and 18 TxDOT employees. 

Public Comments 

The public was encouraged to submit comments on the proposed project either verbally 
or in writing.  Four citizens verbally commented on the proposed project during the 
public comment portion of the hearing.  Eleven written comments were either submitted 
at the public hearing or received through mail and/or email during the 10 day public 
comment period following the hearing.  Three of the citizens who spoke at the public 
hearing also submitted written comments.  TxDOT responded to all received comments,  
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12 total, with a written mailed letter.  Copies of the comments received and the TxDOT 
response letters are located in Appendix E, and the verbatim transcript of the public 
hearing can be found in Appendix F.  Of the comments received, seven were in favor of 
the project and 5 were opposed. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A 
 

Notice of Public Hearing 





219 E Houston St., Suite 350
San Antonio, TX 78205

Date: 7/24/2015 Publication Name: Bay City Tribune

TXDOT District: Yoakum Ad dates: Aug. 2, 2015 and Aug. 19, 2015

Type of ad: Public Notice Publication Contact: Dena Matthews

Market: Bay City and Sargent, TX Publication Phone #: 979-245-5555

Requested By: Brian P. Kutach Publication email: classified@baycitytribune.com

Qty 1st day 
Cost

Add. Day 
Cost

Nbr of 
Days Total

400.00$    2 800.00$        
-$          0 -$              
-$          0 -$              
-$          0 -$              
-$          1 -$              
-$          0 -$              
-$          0 -$              

800.00$        

Qty Total
1 141.18$    141.18$        

-$              

141.18$        

941.18$        

Date:

In order for ad to run,

Comment

publication must receive approval by 
3 pm Monday, July 27

Approved by:

Signature: 

Agency Fees Sub-Total

GRAND TOTAL

Agency Fees
Commission

Description of Advertisement

FM 457 Public Hearing Notice

Advertising Sub-Total

Comment

Classifieds/Legal

TXDOT AD PLACEMENT ESTIMATE APPROVAL
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NEWS RELEASE 
 

YOAKUM DISTRICT 
Andrew Carlson 
(361) 293-4436 

Andrew.Carlson@txdot.gov 

TxDOT TO CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FM 457 BRIDGE IN SARGENT 
Proposed “corkscrew” bridge would replace aging and costly swing bridge at Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 

 

 

August 3, 2015 

SARGENT – The Texas Department of Transportation will conduct a public hearing Tuesday, September 1, 
2015 at the V.F.W. Post 2412 Hall, 20305 FM 457 in Sargent. The purpose of the hearing is to present the 
planned replacement of the FM 457 Swing Bridge at the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) and to receive 
public comments. Displays will be available for viewing at 5:30 p.m. with the formal hearing commencing at 
6:30 p.m. 

The existing facility is a divided roadway with one 12-foot lane in each direction with no shoulders. The 
existing roadway crosses a 120-foot metal pontoon bridge at grade. The pontoon bridge is operated by a 
control tower regulating both vehicular and water traffic. The width of the existing facility ranges from 
approximately 24 to 30 feet. 

The proposed $28.7 million project would replace the existing, at-grade pontoon barge swing span and 
approach spans with a new fixed-span, high-clearance structure with spiral approaches. The purpose of the 
proposed project is to provide a replacement structure that offers a more structurally sound bridge, reduced 
maintenance costs, and timely, reliable access across the GIWW along FM 457. The decades-old swing 
bridge requires significant ongoing maintenance costs, requires 24/7 staffing, and can slow emergency 
vehicle response time if the bridge is open to marine traffic. 

The proposed improvements would require approximately 4.2 acres of additional right of way (ROW). The 
proposed project would displace one single-family residence, several TxDOT-owned buildings, and 
potentially impact one water supply well. Information about the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, 
benefits and services for displacements, as well as information about the tentative schedule for ROW 
acquisition and construction may be obtained from the TxDOT Yoakum District Office. Relocation 
assistance is available for displaced persons and businesses. The project would traverse the 100-year 
floodplain and cross wetlands. 

Maps and other drawings showing the proposed project’s location and design will be displayed at the 
hearing. Environmental documentation for the project will also be available for inspection at the hearing. 
Other information about the proposed project is on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Yoakum District Office located at 403 Huck St., 
Yoakum, TX 77995 as well as the TxDOT Matagorda County Maintenance Office located at 500 Ave. F, Bay 
City, TX 77414 between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday. 

All interested citizens are invited to attend this public hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public 
regarding this project are requested and may be presented for a period of 10 calendar days following the 
hearing. Written comments may be submitted either in person or by mail to the TxDOT District Office, Mr. 

 

Share This 

 

Tweet This 

  



 

Paul Reitz, P.E., Director of Transportation, Planning, and Development, 403 Huck St., Yoakum, TX 77995. 
Comments must be received on or before September 14, 2015 in order to become part of the official hearing 
record. 

The Public Hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have 
special communication or accommodation needs, or need an interpreter, are encouraged to contact Mr. 
Andrew Carlson, TxDOT Public Information Officer, at (361) 293-4436. Requests should be made at least 
two days prior to the public hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. If 
you have general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, you may contact Mr. Paul Reitz, 
P.E. at (361) 293-4347. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

TxDOT’s Yoakum District encompasses 11 counties in South Texas, serving over 333,000 residents. The 
district employs approximately 300 people, and has offices in each of the counties we serve. 

For news media inquiries, contact Andrew.Carlson@txdot.gov or (361) 293-4436. 

### 

 
The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail, and public transportation across the state. TxDOT and its 

12,000 employees are committed to working with others to provide safe and reliable transportation solutions for Texas by maintaining a safe system, addressing congestion, 
connecting Texas communities, and being a Best in Class state agency. Find out more at txdot.gov. “Like” us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter/TxDOTYoakum. 

 

Maintain a Safe System  •  Address Congestion  •  Best-in-Class State Agency  •  Connect Texas Communities  
 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  
 

www.txdot.gov  |  TxDOT on Facebook  |  TxDOT on Twitter 
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Appendix D  
 

Presentation 



FM 457 Public Hearing  September 1, 2015 

FM 457  
SWING BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT 
Public Hearing 
September 1, 2015 



FM 457 Public Hearing  September 1, 2015 

Agenda  

• Meeting Format  
• Project Overview  
• Environmental Overview  
• Project Schedule  
• Public Comments  
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FM 457 Public Hearing  September 1, 2015 

Public Hearing Purpose 
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Why Am I Here? 
 

• Learn and ask questions about the proposed project 

• Review purpose and need for project 

• Review the proposed project alternatives, including the 
preferred alternative 

• Provide comments and feedback on the proposed 
project and alternatives 
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How To Submit Comments 

• Verbal comments will commence after presentation  

• Written comments can be placed in the comment 
box 

• E-Mail comments to: Paul.Reitz@txdot.gov 

• Fax comments to: 361-293-4372 

• Mail comments to: TxDOT Yoakum Office 
 403 Huck Street 
 Yoakum, Texas 77995 
 

Deadline for comments is Monday, September 14, 2015 

4 



FM 457 Public Hearing  September 1, 2015 

PROJECT OVERVIEW  
FM 457 Swing Bridge Replacement Project  
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Project Overview 

 Replace current swing bridge with concrete “corkscrew” bridge 
over the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) 

 Corkscrew bridge will have two lanes – one lane in each direction 

 Anticipated displacements are one residence and TxDOT bridge 
control tower 

 Estimated project cost  $28.7 million 
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Project Purpose and Need 
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What are we trying to do? 
• Provide reliable access across the GIWW 
• Provide a bridge that requires less upkeep and 

does not need 24/7 staffing 
 
What problems are we trying to address? 
• Current bridge has to be open for barge traffic 
• Motorists have to wait to cross current bridge 
• Emergency response times can be delayed 
• Current bridge is in need of major, costly repairs 
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Corkscrew Bridge Details 

Why a Corkscrew Bridge? 
A corkscrew bridge best accommodates the limited 
space along FM 457 and height requirements for a new 
bridge. 

 

Benefits of a Corkscrew Bridge 
• Unrestricted vehicular flow across the GIWW 
• Unrestricted boat and barge traffic  
• Unrestricted emergency access across the GIWW 
• Eliminate swing bridge maintenance costs 
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Road Design Considerations  
 

• Designed for 30 mph speed 

• Road width minimum of 32' with 48' width preferred 

• Lane width of 12' 

• Shoulder width 4' with 12' width preferred 

• Flush 4' median for large trucks 

• Maximum grade of 7% 

• Pedestrian and bicycle access 
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FM 457 Public Hearing  September 1, 2015 

Bridge Design and Construction Considerations 
 

• Need 73' of vertical clearance over 225' of GIWW 
• Main span and support span length 
• Limited footprint on island 
• Potential storm surge and other environmental forces 
• Corrosion protection for 75 to 100 year service life 
• Few or no retaining walls 
• Location for new bridge substructure 
• Aesthetics 
• Access to residences and businesses 
• Minimizing work in channel clearance zone 
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Project Alternatives 
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Project Alternatives Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C 
Description No build alternative – 

the current bridge 
would remain 
 
 

Consistent with 
Purpose and Need? 

No Yes 
 

Yes 
 

Potential for residential 
relocations? 

No 
 

Yes (4) Yes (1) 
 

Potential for 
commercial 
displacements? 

No 
 

Yes (1) No 

Impacts to Waters of 
the U.S.? 

No 
 

No Yes 
 

Impacts to potential 
wetlands? 

No 
 

Yes 
 

Yes 
 

Additional right-of-way 
(ROW) required? 

No 
 

Yes 
 

Yes 
 

Preliminary Decision Required to be further 
considered 

Not Recommended Preferred alternative 
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Preferred Alternative – Alternative C  

12 

Alternative C is the preferred alternative 
because it:  
 
• Meets the project purpose and need. 
• Requires fewer residential 

displacements. 
• Does not require any commercial 

displacements. 
• Has fewer permanent impacts to 

wetlands. 
• Uses natural vegetation as a buffer 

between the construction area and the 
beach. This natural buffer provides 
protection for federally listed sea 
turtles and shore birds. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
OVERVIEW  
FM 457 Swing Bridge Replacement Project  

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are 
being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 
16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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Environmental Assessment (EA) 

14 

• A detailed study called an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
was done for the proposed project. 

• The study resulted in a draft EA report. 
• The study and report document impacts to the natural and 

human environment including potential impacts to:  
 

 
o Floodplains 
o Potential wetlands 
o Vegetation 
o Wildlife 
o Land use 
o Threatened and endangered 

species 
 

o Aesthetic and visual 
resources 

o Surface water  
o Historic and archaeological 

resources 
o Potential displacements to 

residents and businesses 
o Social and community 

impacts 
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Environmental Assessment (EA) 

Project plans and the draft environmental assessment report 
document are available for viewing:  

• Tonight at the Public Hearing  
• Project website at www.txdot.gov and search keywords “FM 457” 
• TxDOT Matagorda County Maintenance Office  
 Monday – Thursday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm 
  500 Ave. F 
  Bay City, TX 77414 
• TxDOT Yoakum District office  
 Monday – Friday 8 am - 5 pm 
  403 Huck St. 
  Yoakum, TX 77995 
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Right of Way 

Right of Way Acquisition and Relocation 
Assistance 

 
Greg Polasek 

TxDOT Right of Way Supervisor 
361-293-4312 

Greg.Polasek@txdot.gov 
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Project Schedule* 
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Ongoing Public Involvement 

Preliminary 
Study 

Launched 
 
 

March 2013 

Initial 
Community 
Outreach 

 
 

Aug – Sept 
2013 

Environmental  
Study  

Launched 
 
 

January 2014 

Development  
of  

Environmental 
Document 

 
 

2014 – 2015  

Public Meeting 
on Project 

 
 

March 2014 

Public Hearing  
on Project 

 
 
 

Fall 2015  

Environmental 
Decision  

Anticipated  
 
 
 

Late 2015  

* This project schedule and dates are preliminary and subject to change. 

We 
Are 

Here 
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Next Steps 

• Compile and consider community input from 
tonight’s public hearing 

• Submit Environmental Assessment document 
for a decision on if the project will be built 
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How To Submit Comments 

• Verbal comments period  

• Written comments can be placed in the comment 
box 

• Email comments to: Paul.Reitz@txdot.gov 

• Fax comments to: 361-293-4372 

• Mail comments to: TxDOT Yoakum Office 
 403 Huck Street 
 Yoakum, Texas 77995 
 

Deadline for comments is Monday, September 14, 2015 
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10 Minute 
Break  

20 
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Public Comment Period 

21 

• Use the microphone 
• State your name 
• State your interest in the project 
• Give your comments on the project 
• Please observe 3 minute rule  

3:00 2:59 2:58 2:57 2:56 2:55 2:54 2:53 2:52 2:51 2:50 2:49 2:48 2:47 2:46 2:45 2:44 2:43 2:42 2:41 2:40 2:39 2:38 2:37 2:36 2:35 2:34 2:33 2:32 2:31 2:30 2:29 2:28 2:27 2:26 2:25 2:24 2:23 2:22 2:21 2:20 2:19 2:18 2:17 2:16 2:15 2:14 2:13 2:12 2:11 2:10 2:09 2:08 2:07 2:06 2:05 2:04 2:03 2:02 2:01 2:00 1:59 1:58 1:57 1:56 1:55 1:54 1:53 1:52 1:51 1:50 1:49 1:48 1:47 1:46 1:45 1:44 1:43 1:42 1:41 1:40 1:39 1:38 1:37 1:36 1:35 1:34 1:33 1:32 1:31 1:30 1:29 1:28 1:27 1:26 1:25 1:24 1:23 1:22 1:21 1:20 1:19 1:18 1:17 1:16 1:15 1:14 1:13 1:12 1:11 1:10 1:09 1:08 1:07 1:06 1:05 1:04 1:03 1:02 1:01 1:00 0:59 0:58 0:57 0:56 0:55 0:54 0:53 0:52 0:51 0:50 0:49 0:48 0:47 0:46 0:45 0:44 0:43 0:42 0:41 0:40 0:39 0:38 0:37 0:36 0:35 0:34 0:33 0:32 0:31 0:30 0:29 0:28 0:27 0:26 0:25 0:24 0:23 0:22 0:21 0:20 0:19 0:18 0:17 0:16 0:15 0:14 0:13 0:12 0:11 0:10 0:09 0:08 0:07 0:06 0:05 0:04 0:03 
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Closing Remarks 

Thank You for Your Participation! 
 

Please remember to submit comments on or before 
Monday, September 14, 2015 

 
• Written comments can be placed in the comment box 
• E-Mail comments to: Paul.Reitz@txdot.gov 
• Fax comments to: 361-293-4372 
• Mail comments to: TxDOT Yoakum Office 

 403 Huck Street 
 Yoakum, Texas 77995 
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Appendix E 
 

Written Public Comments, 
TxDOT Responses, 
Verbatim Transcript 

  



























































 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix F 
 

Verbatim Transcript 
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