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These are the minutes of the workshop meeting of the Texas Transportation 

Commission held on December 11, 2019, in Austin, Texas.  The meeting was called to 

order at 1:03 p.m. by Chairman Bugg with the following commissioners present: 

 

Texas Transportation Commission: 

J. Bruce Bugg, Jr.    Chairman 

Laura Ryan     Commissioner 

Alvin New     Commissioner 

Robert C. Vaughn    Commissioner 

 

Administrative Staff: 

James Bass, Executive Director 

Jeff Graham, General Counsel 

Robin Carter, Commission Chief Clerk 

 

A public notice of this meeting containing all items on the proposed agenda was 

filed in the Office of the Secretary of State at 3:38 p.m. on December 3, 2019, as 

required by Government Code, Chapter 551, referred to as “The Open Meetings Act.” 

 

ITEM 1.  Safety Briefing 

 

Mr. Bass directed that the Greer building safety video be shown on the screens 

in the Ric Williamson hearing room. 

 

ITEM 2.  Discussion Item 

a. Rural and statewide connectivity update (Presentation) 

 

This discussion was led by Transportation Planning and Programming Division 

Director Peter Smith.  The commission asked questions of staff and joined in the 

discussion.  The commission also heard remarks from Lubbock County Judge Curtis 

Parrish, Tom Green County Judge Stephen Floyd, Chairman of the Ports-to-Plains 

Advisory Committee and Lubbock Mayor Dan Pope, and Acuna Coah, Mexico, Mayor 

Roberto de los Santos as translated by Jaime Garza. 

 

b. Additional safety program funding update (Presentation) 

 

This discussion was led by Traffic Safety Division Director Michael Chacon.  

The commission asked questions of staff and joined in the discussion. 

 

c. Additional Permian Basin energy sector funding update (Presentation) 

 

This discussion was led by Administration Project Advisor, Lauren Garduno.  

The commission asked questions of staff and joined in the discussion. 

  




