


Purpose of the Study

Identify a Locally Preferred Relief Route Option

 

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study

As traffic volumes on US 290 and congestion in downtown Fredericksburg 
continue to increase, the need for a relief route has become a critical safety 
and quality-of-life issue for the community.

The task force and project team will engage the public throughout the process
in order to help identify a transportation solution that preserves Main Street
as the heart of Fredericksburg, minimizes community impacts and reflects
community values.

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study
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COMMUNIT Y SUGGESTIONS HOW WE RESPONDED
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A Historic Resources Constraints Survey was conducted in conjunction with the Fredericksburg Relief Route Study.  
All historic-age resources (houses, barns, bridges, etc – 50 years of age or older) were evaluated and eligibility for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) was assessed.  Resources with a high or medium 
probability of being eligible for the NRHP were considered during the evaluation process. 
As illustrated below, for the purposes of the evaluation, a resource is considered “impacted” if any portion of the 
parcel on which it sits would be impacted by a relief route option.  The numbers reported in the Evaluation Matrix 
reflect the number of potentially impacted resources – whether or not displaced.

Impacted (without displacing the historic resource) Impacted (displacing the historic resource)



The evaluation process consisted of two “screens”:  Screen One and Screen Two. The results of Screen 
One, which led to the elimination of three route options, were presented at the July 2019 public open 
house. The remaining (five) route options were evaluated further during Screen Two. The Screen Two 
results are presented today. The Screen Two evaluation process mirrored the process used for Screen One, 
but focused on an additional set of evaluation criteria. To identify the Technically Preferred Route Option, 
the results of the two screens were combined and an overall score for each option was calculated.

During each screen, raw data was collected. Using the raw data, each route was ranked from 1-5, with 1 
being the best and 5 being the worst. For example, Route F (Orange) had the least potential impact to 
historic resources and was ranked #1, whereas Route D (Purple) had the greatest potential for impacts to 
historic resources and was ranked #5.

In the event of a tie, the tied routes received the same ranking. For example, Routes F (Orange) and H 
(Maroon) tied with 58.2 acres of planned developments impacted and both are ranked as #4.



Fredericksburg Relief Route Study

Evaluation Matrix* 

Evaluation criteria were based on the goals and objectives adopted by the Gillespie County Relief 
Route Task Force after considering public input received at the May 2018 public workshop.

*



The evaluation process consisted of two “screens”:  Screen One and Screen Two. The results of Screen 
One, which led to the elimination of three route options, were presented at the July 2019 public open 
house. The remaining (five) route options were evaluated further during Screen Two. The Screen Two 
results are presented today. The Screen Two evaluation process mirrored the process used for Screen One, 
but focused on an additional set of evaluation criteria. To identify the Technically Preferred Route Option, 
the results of the two screens were combined and an overall score for each option was calculated.

During each screen, raw data was collected. Using the raw data, each route was ranked from 1-5, with 1 
being the best and 5 being the worst. For example, Route F (Orange) had the least potential impact to 
historic resources and was ranked #1, whereas Route D (Purple) had the greatest potential for impacts to 
historic resources and was ranked #5.

In the event of a tie, the tied routes received the same ranking. For example, Routes F (Orange) and H 
(Maroon) tied with 58.2 acres of planned developments impacted and both are ranked as #4.
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Percent (%) Volume to Capacity ratio was calculated based on number of vehicles regardless of vehicle type. The projected reduction 
in number of trucks would further reduce congestion on Main Street while also enhancing safety.

*

TRAFFIC IMPACTS

2020 and 2040 traffic volumes are based on data from the Statewide Analysis Model and do not represent actual traffic counts.*



* 2020 and 2040 traffic volumes are based on data from the Statewide Analysis Model and do not represent actual traffic counts.



    January 2010 to April 2018

PLEASE NOTE: The West segment of US 290 is 3.4 miles, the Central segment of US 290 is 1.4 miles, and the East segment of US 290 is 5.3 miles.

West (Loudon to Kay St.) Central (Kay St. to Washington St.) East (Washington St. to FM 1376)
Total Crashes 54 335 475
Crashes Per Mile 16 239 90
Injury Crashes Per Mile 6 57 26
Total Fatal Crashes 1 0 5
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Conceptual Layout without Frontage Roads



Conceptual Layout with One Frontage Road



Conceptual Layout with Two Frontage Roads



The City of Fredericksburg, Gillespie County and TxDOT 
agreed upon a set of design parameters to guide relief route 
planning efforts. Parameters include the following:

Applying that vision to Friendship Lane would require the 
following:



TYPICAL PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Feasibility
 Study

1-2 Years

Environmental 
Study and 
Schematic 
Design

2+ Years

Final Design, 
Obtain Right 
of Way, and 
Adjust 
Utilities

3+ Years

Construction

3+ Years

* Advancement from step to step is contingent upon the outcome of the previous step and the availability of funding.

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study

The Feasibility Study 
includes opportunities 
for the public to provide 
input, including public 
workshops and open 
houses.





Fredericksburg Relief Route Study



Fredericksburg Relief Route Study


	Blank Page



