
Documentation of Public Workshop 
Project Location
Gillespie County 

US 290 (new location)  
Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

Project Limits 
From US 87 (north) south and east to US 290 (east) 

Workshop Location 
Hill Country University Center 

HEB Room 
2818 E. U.S. Hwy 290 

Fredericksburg, TX, 78624 

Workshop Date and Time 
May 31, 2018 
4:30 to 7 p.m. 

Translation Services 
Spanish translator available 

Presenters 
N/A 

Elected Officials in Attendance 
State Representative Kyle Biedermann 

Linda Langerhans, Mayor of Fredericksburg 
Mark Stroeher, Gillespie County Judge 

Charles Olfers, Gillespie County Commissioner, Precinct 1 
Dennis Neffendorf, Gillespie County Commissioner, Precinct 3 

Donnie Schuch, Gillespie County Commissioner, Precinct 4 
Charlie Kiehne, Fredericksburg City Council Member 

Gary Neffendorf, Fredericksburg City Council Member 

Total Number of Public Attendees (approx.) 
425 

Number of Comments 
108 
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I. Overview 
The City of Fredericksburg and Gillespie County, acting through the Gillespie 
County Relief Route Task Force, and with support from the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT), are conducting a feasibility study to explore a potential 
US 290 relief route around Fredericksburg. The relief route would give people the 
option to travel around, rather than directly through, the city. 

US 290 is an east-west highway that passes through downtown Fredericksburg 
and its Main Street tourist area. Discussions about a possible relief route have 
been ongoing in the Gillespie County area for many years. As traffic volumes and 
congestion continue to increase, the need for a relief route has become an 
important safety and quality-of-life issue for the community. 

The Fredericksburg Relief Route Study will identify and evaluate route options in 
order to develop a locally preferred option that reflects community values and is 
consistent with the minimum requirements agreed to by TxDOT, the City of 
Fredericksburg, and Gillespie County. Once identified, the locally preferred 
option would be the starting point for any future phases of project development, 
including a detailed environmental study, should the project advance.  

Workshop attendees were encouraged to provide written feedback about the 
possible relief route and participate in an online, interactive survey. A summary of 
the written comments received is included in Appendix A. A summary of the 
online survey results is included in Appendix B.   

II. Workshop Information 
The workshop was held from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on May 31, 2018, in the HEB Room 
of the Hill Country University Center at 2818 E. U.S. Hwy 290 in Fredericksburg. 
The purpose of the workshop was to provide attendees with an interactive 
opportunity to learn more about the relief route study, provide input on the 
potential US 290 relief route project, and suggest possible route options. 

Notices announcing the workshop were distributed beginning 30 days before the 
event and continued on an ongoing basis through the day of the workshop. 
Copies of the notices are included in Appendix C. Notices included: 

 Fliers distributed by all Fredericksburg ISD schools (sent home with 
students) 

 Fliers distributed through local businesses known to be frequented by area 
residents 
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 Postcards sent to downtown businesses and individuals on the project’s 
stakeholder mailing list 

 Newspaper advertisements in the Fredericksburg Standard 
 Social media posts on Twitter and Facebook 
 City of Fredericksburg and Gillespie County calendar events 
 News release 

Approximately 446 people (425 members of the public, 20 staff, and 1 media 
representative) registered their attendance by signing in at the workshop.  Sign-
in sheets are included in Appendix D.   

Upon arrival, attendees were provided with a letter from Gillespie County Task 
Force Chairman Kory Keller, which outlined the purpose of the study and the 
goals of the public workshop. A brief video conveying the information contained 
in the letter was played on a continuous loop throughout the entire workshop. 
Attendees were also provided with a fact sheet, frequently asked questions 
document, and a comment form. Copies of the written comments received in 
response to the workshop are included in Appendix E. 

Workshop displays included 21 informational boards and study area maps. The 
study area maps identified constraints including environmental features, 
community resources and development within the study area. Attendees were 
invited to draw their suggested routes on the study area maps and to use Post-It 
Notes to provide any additional comments and feedback on the maps. Copies of 
the workshop handouts, display boards and study area maps are included in 
Appendix F. Photographs of the marked-up study area maps showing route 
suggestions/comments are included in Appendix G.  

III. Comments and Responses 
A total of 70 comments were submitted on the day of the workshop and 38 
additional comments were submitted by the public comment deadline via postal 
mail or email following the workshop. Feedback includes: 

 “We want to see Friendship Lane being utilized for the relief route.” 
 “The relief route has been on the table for about 30 years. We have 

seen study after study; let’s get something done this time.” 
 “Please do not cut through properties with family farms and historical 

buildings.” 
 “We suggest that the relief route be as far away south from our town as 

possible.” 
 “Affected property owners should receive fair market value.” 
 “Consider environmental affects when planning the route.” 
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 “We fear we will see a decrease in tourism if the route goes too far 
away from town.” 

 “If we do not build a bypass, a crash involving a truck on Main Street is 
likely.” 

IV. Survey 
A total of 186 people participated in the online survey, either while at the 
workshop or from other locations after the workshop. The participants were most 
concerned about traffic and were least concerned about economic development. 
The most commonly identified constraints were safety concerns. On questions 
relating to opinions on the route, the majority of the responses expressed that a 
relief route will help with improving safety and reducing traffic. The most 
commonly cited concerns about the relief route was the need for new right of way 
and the cost of the project. A full summary of the survey results is included in 
Appendix B. 

V. Post-Workshop Outreach and Project Modifications 
After the workshop, participants were sent an email thanking them for attending 
and explaining how they could submit a comment, take the online survey, or 
provide route suggestions/map input. A post-workshop news release reiterating 
the same information was distributed to Gillespie County media contacts.  

Throughout the 15-day public comment period, copies of the study area maps 
were made available at the following three locations: Fredericksburg City Hall, 
the Gillespie County Courthouse and the Fredericksburg TxDOT maintenance 
office.  

See Appendix H for post-workshop outreach documents. 

Comments received as a result of the workshop have been reviewed and 
considered. Input from the public has resulted in the changing of the project 
goals and objectives and the development of conceptual route options. Revised 
goals and objectives are included in Appendix I.
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Appendix A

Comment/Response Matrix
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Online Engagement Survey Summary



Appendix B 

1 
US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Introduction: 

TxDOT utilized an online engagement survey from May 31, 2018 to June 15, 2018 to gather public input 
for the Fredericksburg Relief Route Study. To encourage survey participation, computers were set up 
at the public workshop on May 31, 2018 to allow the general public the opportunity to take the 
survey. Participants also had the option of completing the survey at a later time within the public 
commenting period. Emails were sent out on June 4 and 14 as reminders to complete the survey before 
it was taken offline on June 15. A link to the online survey remained active on the City of 
Fredericksburg and TxDOT project webpages throughout the duration of the survey period. 

There were 269 visits to the online survey and 186 survey participants. A visitor represents every time 
the link for the survey was clicked.  A participant represents a visitor who provided input by responding 
to at least one question. Forty-seven of the participants (25%) who took part in the survey completed it 
while at the public workshop. An additional 105 participants (57%) completed the survey on a 
computer, and the remaining 34 participants (18%) completed the survey using a mobile device. 
Figures 1 and 2 below summarizes participant activity for the online survey. 

41%

59%

Visitors vs. Participants

Visitors who Participated

Visitors who just read
information

Total Visitors: 455 

Figure 2 
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2 
US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Figure 2 

18%

57%

25%

Input Mechanism

Mobile Respondents

Web Respondents

Responded at Open House

Total Respondents: 186 
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3 
US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Screen 2: Priority Rankings 

The survey began with a question asking the respondents to rank the most important goals and objectives 
for the potential US 290 Fredericksburg relief route. Participants were asked to rank the following factors 
in terms of priority: 

Accessibility & Mobility
Economic Development
Environmental Impacts
Preserve Downtown
Safety
Traffic

Table 1 depicts the number of times each factor was ranked either 1, 2, or 3 by respondents. 

Table 1. Summarized top three priority data 
Rank Priorities # Times Ranked Percent 

1 

Accessibility & Mobility 11 8.0% 
Economic Development 3 2.2% 
Environmental Impacts 23 16.7% 
Preserve Downtown 25 18.1% 
Safety 37 26.8% 
Traffic 39 28.3% 

Total 138 100% 

2 

Accessibility & Mobility 22 16.7% 
Economic Development 8 6.1% 
Environmental Impacts 7 5.3% 
Preserve Downtown 31 23.5% 
Safety 27 20.5% 
Traffic 37 28.0% 

Total 132 100% 

3 

Accessibility & Mobility 19 14.7% 
Economic Development 11 8.5% 
Environmental Impacts 12 9.3% 
Preserve Downtown 28 21.7% 
Safety 35 27.1% 
Traffic 24 18.6% 

Total 129 100% 

Screen : 
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4 
US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Table 2. Summary of ranked priorities.

Priority # of times 
ranked in Top 3 

Percent 
of Total 

Environmental Impacts 42 10.5% 
Economic Development 22 5.5% 
Accessibility & Mobility 52 13.0% 
Preserve Downtown 84 21.1% 
Safety 99 24.8% 
Traffic 100 25.1% 

Total 399 100% 

Screen 3: Map Markers 
An interactive map page was provided  on which the participants were asked to drop markers 
identifying possible constraint  within the study area that might inhibit a route being placed through 
a certain location. The six constraint markers included safety concerns, historic sites, new 
development, environment and other. In addition to marking a location the map, the marker 
gave the user the opportunity to comment on how many times they come across the constraint and 
how it is experienced. Table 3 shows the number of times each type of constraint was identified on the 
interactive map.  

Table 3. Summary of Constraints 
Constraint Times Identified 

Safety Concerns 106 
Historic Sites 28 

New Development 24 
Environment 34 
Destinations 15 

Other 40 
Total 247 

Safety issues were identified the most number of times (106) out of the proposed constraints in the 
study area, and Destinations had the fewest number (15). Comments provided under “Other” mostly 
pertained to avoidance of personal homes and property.  



Appendix B 

5 
US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Screen 4: In Your Own Words 

Over half of the respondents (55%) believe that is it very important to divert traffic off of Main Street. 
Only 15% of respondents believed that it is unimportant to divert traffic. 

21%

15%

9%

55%

In Question 3, participants were asked how important they felt it was to get commercial trucks off of 
Main Street, when do they experience congestion on Main Street, and how important they believe a 
US 290 relief route to be. Figure ummarize the participant responses to these questions. 

Figure 3 

How important is it to get commercial trucks off 
of Main Street?

Important

Not Important

Slightly Important

Very Important

Total Reponses: 138 
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US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Figure 4 

The largest percentage of respondents (30%) experience the most traffic on weekends. Rush hour was 
the smallest percentage (11%) of reported congestion on Main Street. Only 3% of respondents said they 
never experience traffic.  

Figure 5 

14%

30%

11%

20%

22%

3%

When do you experience congestion on Main 
Street?

Weekdays

Weekends

Rush Hour

Holidays

Always Conge

Never

21%

12%

13%

54%

How important is a US 290 Relief Route?

Important

Not Important

Slightly Important

Very Important

Total Responses: 283 

Total Responses: 149 
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US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Appendix B 

Over half of the respondents (54%) believe that a US 290 relief route is very important. Another 34% 
believed that a route is slightly important to important, and only 12% of respondents expressed that a 
relief route was not important. 

After answering the questions above, respondents were able to provide comments on if they saw the 
benefits in having a relief route, and why or why not. These responses are summarized below in 
Tables 4 6. Any comment that could not be grouped with other similar comments was placed in the 
“Other” category.  

Table 4. Summary of categorized comments for   
Comment Category # of Comments 

Yes/ Safety/ Reduce Traffic 174 
No/Do Not Support/ Not Beneficial 17 
Support, but needs to be as far out 
as possible 14 
Yes, but have property concerns 8 
Other 6 

Total 219 

Comment Category # of 
Comments 

Eminent Domain/ Losing Land 36 
Cost/Economics/Timeline 30 
Too close to town/ Location / Overall Design 22 
Environmental (including noise) 14 
None 6 
Other 6 
Do Not Support 4 

Total 118 

Table 6. Summary of 

Comment Category # of 
Comments 

More Public Transportation 23 
Use Friendship Lane/ Other Existing Road 18 
Better Law Enforcement / Towing / Crosswalks / 
Fix Traffic Signals 14 
Route Trucks Out of Town 9 
Take Action Fast/ No Suggestion 7 
Reduce Tourism / Limit New Businesses 4 
Have Tourists/ Truckers Pay for Project 4 
Other 4 
Build Route Over/ Under Main Street 3 
Narrow Main Street to 1 Lane each Direction 2 
Go North 2 

Total 90 
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US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Of the 118 comments that could be classified in regards to concerns related with a potential relief 
route, approximately one third (30.5%) of the respondents were most concerned with losing land or 
eminent domain. The second largest concern (25.4%) was the cost and general timeline of a potential 
relief route. “Other” responses for this category included “It will likely increase traffic on a major route I 
take from home to town”, and a potential route would “disrupt the Fredericksburg lifestyle”. 

Ninety people left additional suggestions through the online survey. The majority of these comments 
suggested providing public transportation to help reduce traffic in Fredericksburg, and the second most 
popular suggestion was to use Friendship Lane or other existing roads to divert traffic. “Other” comments 
included request for an additional traffic survey be performed, all commercial truck deliver to one central 
location instead of to each individual business, and support of the potential relief route. 

The online survey was designed to be taken in the order in which the pages were presented, without 
skipping back and forth. Every time a participant started to answer a question and then skipped to another 
page, their response was saved. As a result of this, several incomplete or repeat comments were logged 
in the system for the open-ended questions. These “repeat error” comments were removed from the 
data and are not included in the data summarized in . 

Screen 5: Stay Involved 

Two general demographic questions were asked as a part of the final section of the online survey. Through 
this section, participants were also able to request information or study updates. These responses 
are summarized in Figures . The majority of the survey participants live in Gillespie County 
outside of Fredericksburg (56%), worked in Fredericksburg (64%), and were interested in receiving 
study updates (78%).  
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US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Figure 6 

Figure 7 

FREDERICKSBURG

GILLESPIE COUNTY OUTSIDE OF FREDERICKSBURG

OUTSIDE OF GILLESPIE COUNTY

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
# of Participants

Where do you live?

FREDERICKSBURG

GILLESPIE COUNTY OUTSIDE OF FREDERICKSBURG

OUTSIDE GILLESPIE COUNTY

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
# of Participants

Where do you work?

56 % 

8 %

36 % 

15 % 

21 % 

64% 
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US 290 Relief Route Study MetroQuest Survey Summary 

Figure 8 

Conclusion: 

Of the 420 people from the general public that attended the US 290 public workshop on May 31, 2018, 
47 people participated in the online Survey while at the public workshop. An additional 139 people 
participated in the survey from other locations, bringing the total number of participants to 186 people. 
Safety was identified as the biggest concern for possible route constraints, and protecting specific 
destination sites was of least concern. Over half of the respondents believed that constructing a 
potential relief route was very important, with only 12% of respondents expressing the opinion that the 
route was unimportant. The majority of the participants acknowledged the benefits of a potential relief 
route, with the biggest concerns being related to losing land and the timeline of completing such a 
route. The most common additional suggestions from participants on improving traffic in Fredericksburg 
was to limit parking on Main Street and provide more public transportation, and to reroute traffic to 
Friendship Lane or another existing road.

NO

YES

0 20 40 60 80 100 120
# of Participants

Interested in Receiving Study Updates?

78 % 

22 % 
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Appendix C 

Notices



4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

WHEN:
Thursday, May 31, 2018

WHERE:
Hill Country University Center

HEB Room
2818 E. U.S. Hwy. 290

Fredericksburg, TX 78624

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
A PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR 
THE FREDERICKSBURG 
RELIEF ROUTE STUDY

The City of Fredericksburg and 
Gillespie County, acting through the 
Gillespie County Relief Route Task 
Force and with support from the Texas 
Department of Transportation, are 
exploring a potential US 290 
Fredericksburg relief route. The 
potential route would relieve traffic 
and improve mobility in downtown 
Fredericksburg by giving people the 
option to travel around, rather than 
directly through the city. As traffic 
volumes and congestion continue to 
increase the need for a relief route has 
become an important safety and 
quality-of-life issue for the community.

ABOUT THE STUDY

 For more information, visit www.fbgtx.org and search "Relief Route Task Force," or contact Joe Muck at 
joseph.muck@txdot.gov or 512.715.5702.

Attendees will have the opportunity to interactively 
learn more about the relief route study, provide input 
on the potential US 290 relief route project, and 
suggest possible route options. The input received 
at the workshop will help to guide the planning for 
this important transportation improvement project. 
Come and go at your convenience. 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
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WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND A PUBLIC 
WORKSHOP FOR THE FREDERICKSBURG 

RELIEF ROUTE STUDY

The City of Fredericksburg and Gillespie County, acting through the 
Gillespie County Relief Route Task Force and with support from the 
Texas Department of Transportation, are hosting a public workshop 
to share information and receive community input about a potential 
US 290 Fredericksburg relief route. The potential route would 
relieve traffic and improve mobility in downtown Fredericksburg by 
giving people the option to travel around, rather than directly 
through, the city. Workshop attendees will have the opportunity to 
interactively learn more about the relief route study, provide input 
on the potential US 290 relief route project, and suggest possible 
route options.  The input received at the workshop will help to guide 
the planning for this important transportation improvement project. 
Attendees may come and go at their convenience.

For more information, 
visit www.fbgtx.org and search 

“Relief Route Task Force” 
or contact Joe Muck at 
Joe.Muck@txdot.gov or 

512.715.5702.

WHEN
Thursday, May 31, 2018

4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

WHERE
Hill Country University Center

HEB Room
2818 E. U.S. Hwy 290

Fredericksburg, TX, 78624

The workshop will be conducted in English. Persons 
interested in attending the workshop who have special 

communication or accommodation needs, such as the need 
for an interpreter, are encouraged to call, 512.517.7251. 
Requests should be made at least five days prior to the 

public workshop. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
accommodate these needs. Official written comments will 

also be received and accepted by the project team via email 
at sbenningfield@cpyi.com or by mail at:

Stacey Benningfield
CP&Y

Attn: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study
13809 Research Blvd., Suite 300

Austin, TX, 78750

Comments must be received by Friday, June 15, 2018 to be 
included in the official record of this public workshop.
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120 Harper Rd
Kerrville, TX 78028

(830)895-5311
www.mooreshomefurnishings.com

9:00-6:00 - Monday-Friday
9:00-5:00 - Saturday
Closed Sundays

*Credit subject to approval. Some exclusions 
apply. See store for details.

Memorial Day

 Sale

Discount equal to

SALES TAX
NO INTEREST
SPECIAL FINANCING**

PLUS

Kick Off  
Summer 
with More Cash  
in Your Pocket

BIGGEST
SAVINGS
Memorial Day

EVER!

SAVE$50

SAVE$50

SAVE$150

7 PIECE
DINING ROOM  

GROUP
$999

FINAL PRICE

SOFA $599 FINAL PRICE
SOFA $449 FINAL PRICEPOWER HIGH LEG 

RECLINER $1299  
FINAL PRICE

SAVE$100

$700
SAVE  
UP TO

*

ON SELECT ADJUSTABLE SETS

SHOP THE 
MEMORIAL  
DAY SALE
LIMITED TIME ONLY!

“ HIGHEST IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION  

WITH MATTRESSES”† BY J.D. POWER

FREE BOX SPRING
OR SAVE 

UP TO $600
on a Beautyrest® Adjustable Base.

FREE SMART 
BED BUNDLE

Sleep monitoring technology
With purchase of select Beautyrest® mattresses.* 

Select retailers only. See retailer for details. 

MEMORIAL
    DAY
SALE

*Excludes clearance and mattress sales. **Credit subject to approval

120 Harper Rd
Kerrville, TX 78028

(830)895-5311
www.mooreshomefurnishings.com

9:00-6:00 - Monday-Friday
9:00-5:00 - Saturday
Closed Sundays

*Credit subject to approval. Some exclusions 
apply. See store for details.

 Sale

NO INTEREST
SPECIAL FINANCING**

BIGGEST
SAVINGS
Memorial Day

EVER!

SAVE$100

SAVE$150 SAVE$50 SAVE$50

Kick Off  
Summer 
with More Cash  
in Your Pocket

62144.51

PEACE OFFICER MEMORIAL

Law enforcement officials who have died during the past year 
were remembered at the annual Peace Officer Memorial on 
Thursday, May 17 at the Texas Rangers Heritage Center. Mem-
bers of the Fredericksburg High School NJROTC presented 
the colors while bag piper E.W. Forbess played music. Pic-

tured from left, Cadet Command Master Chief Crystal Agui-
lar, Cadet Executive Officer Lieutenant Bethany Wood, Cadet 
Chaplain Juan Loredo, Cadet Flag Duty Officer Ensign Nicolas 
Godwin and E.W. Forbess, Highland Piper. — Standard-Radio 
Post/McKenzie Moellering

Helping honor law enforcement officials in the state of Texas 
who died during the past year were local law enforcement 
officials Steve Wetz, Fredericksburg Police Department 
Chief; Mike Bacon, Texas Department of Public Safety; Bud-
dy Mills, Gillespie County Sheriff; Joe Davis, retired Texas 
Ranger and president of the Former Texas Rangers Associa-
tion, and Rusty Frasier, Former Texas Rangers Association 
Chaplain. Wetz, Bacon and Mills each read the names of the 
fallen officers as a bell tolled. The ceremony also included 
music from Donna Jackson and prayers. 



My name is Christa 
Klaerner and I was born 
and raised right here in 
Fredericksburg.

My husband, Kyle, and 
I married in 2006 and we 
have two precious chil-
dren, Kolt (9) and Karsyn 
(6). They are our life and 
keep us busy with their 
year-round activities.

I certainly wouldn’t be where I am today if 
it wasn’t for their love and support.

I graduated from the University of Texas at 
San Antonio with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Interdisciplinary Studies with an empha-
sis in Special Education.

Following graduation, I worked as a re-
source/inclusion teacher in Boerne for 10 
years before returning home to Fredericks-
burg Elementary School.

The completion of this school year will be 
my 13th year in teaching.

Since teaching here at FES, I work with 
high functioning autistic children, second 

Classroom.
My students vary with time spent in my 

classroom. Some spend the majority of their 
day with me and others come in for support 
as needed.

I have always had a special place in my 
heart for special needs children and my heart 
is full when I work with my autistic students.

Most of my students struggle with social 
interactions with their peers which can be 
very frustrating for them. It is my job to teach 
them the skills they will need to be successful 
in all settings of their life.

As a special education teacher, it is my phi-

Hello. My name is Hum-
bertina Thiele. I’m mar-
ried to Broc and we have 
two children, Gema (9) 
and Escar (4).

I have the privilege of 
teaching Spanish 1 and 
Skills for Living at Fred-
ericksburg Middle School.

I ABSOLUTELY love 
my job and the opportu-
nity to work with such brilliant, determined 
and energetic young adults, as well as the 
staff who have been inspiring and welcoming 
from day one.

educator was guided by God.
After graduating from Fredericksburg 

High School, I originally had plans to work 
in the world of technology, and I earned an 
associate’s degree in Computer Network-
ing and Systems Administration from Texas 
State Technical College.

In the years following graduation, I worked 
-

ogy related), married my husband, Broc, and 
moved to San Antonio. After a year, we de-
cided to move back to Fredericksburg.

I wasn’t exactly sure what my next step in 
life would be, but quickly thereafter I accept-
ed a position as Bilingual Instruction Assis-
tant at Fredericksburg Primary School.

Soon after taking the position, I knew I was 
in the right place and wanted to be a teacher. 
I’d get just as thrilled as my students when 
I’d see their faces light up as they wrote their 

jackets.

It is my honor to rep-
resent Stonewall El-
ementary as the teacher 
of the year.

I would be remiss 
to not mention that 
at Stonewall, EVERY 
teacher is making a dif-
ference every day/year.

I am blessed to work 
alongside a great group 
of professionals that are supportive and 
understanding of the noisy, charismatic 
kindergarten teacher that has a passion for 
seeing smiles on others’ faces.

My name is Jo Lynne Sultemeier and I 
am married to Farron Sultemeier and we 
have 17-year-old twins, Aubrey and Payton. 
Aubrey graduated early from Fredericks-
burg High School in January of 2018 and is 
currenting attending and playing volleyball 
at the University of Mississippi. Payton will 
graduate in the spring of 2018 and attend 
Texas Tech University.

As for me, I received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Early Childhood Education 
with a minor in mathematics from Angelo 
State University and a Master of Education 
with Educational Leadership and Principal 

I have been in education for 16 years.
In 1995, I began my career in a kinder-

garten class in Laredo, and have taught in 
Marble Falls, Johnson City and St. Mary’s 
in Fredericksburg before I began teaching 
at Stonewall in 2010.

of school to build relationships with all the 
students at Stonewall Elementary and en-
courage them to “Be The Best You Can Be!”

Due to a serious illness in 
my family, I left graduate 
school in December of 1974 
and temporarily aban-
doned my dream to teach 
history on the college level.

I returned to Fredericks-
burg.

From 1976-1989, I was 
general manager of The 
Domino Parlor and The 
Gallery Restaurant and Bar in Fredericksburg.

The owners closed the restaurants in 1989, 

another job at the age of 39. I spent another 
year managing restaurants and acting as a res-
taurant consultant.

By the summer of 1990, I had had an epiph-

teacher. I got a job as a waiter at the Hill Top 
Café and became a tutor at Schreiner College, 
working with learning disabled students.

I enrolled in the teacher education program 
at Schreiner in January of 1991. I worked as a 
full-time waiter at night while completing 36 
hours of course work over the next three se-
mesters.

means of a federal program designed to re-
train people displaced from their jobs, and 

1992.
After teaching for six years, I enrolled in the 

Master of Education program at Schreiner 
College. I receive my M.Ed in December of 

1999.
My calling in life is to teach.
I want to help young kids achieve what I have 

been able to achieve. I communicate effectively 

SECTION

DCOMMUNITY
Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post       May 30, 2018

61
87

9.
51

-5
2

FISD Teacher of the Year

Christa Klaerner
Fredericksburg Elementary School

Thomas Musselman
Fredericksburg High School

Jo Lynne Sultemeier
Stonewall Elementary School

Humbertina Thiele
Fredericksburg Middle School

Klaerner Musselman Sultemeier Thiele

Fredericksburg Independent School District is hon-
oring four educators as the 2017-2018 Teacher of the 
Year winners from each campus.

The teachers will be presented at the Closing Convo-
cation on Friday, June 1, in the Fredericksburg High 

School Auditorium, and the two FISD District Teach-
ers of the Year will be announced at that time.

Winners of the district honor will compete for Texas 
Teacher of the Year, which will be announced in the fall.

This year’s honorees include:

Christa Klaerner — Fredericksburg Elementary 
School.

Thomas Musselman — Fredericksburg High School.
Jo Lynne Sultemeier — Stonewall Elementary.
Humbertina Thiele — Fredericksburg Middle School.

 See CHRISTA KLAERNER  ▶D6  See THOMAS MUSSELMAN  ▶D6  See JO LYNNE SULTEMEIER  ▶D6  See HUMBERTINA THIELE  ▶D6

www.fredericksburgstandard.com

61688.52
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NEWS RELEASE

AUSTIN DISTRICT
Diann Hodges

O: (512) 832-7027
C: (512) 284-1425

Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov

PUBLIC WORKSHOP TO BE HELD FOR FREDERICKSBURG RELIEF 
ROUTE STUDY
Potential relief route to be discussed for popular tourist destination

Share This

Tweet This

May 29, 2018

Gillespie County – A public workshop for the Fredericksburg Relief Route Study will be held from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 31, 2018 at the Hill Country University Center, 2818 E U.S. Highway 290 in 
Fredericksburg. The interactive workshop will be an opportunity for the public to ask questions and 
provide input about the potential relief route.

As traffic volumes and congestion continue to increase, the need for a relief route has become an 
important safety and quality-of-life issue for the community. The City of Fredericksburg and Gillespie 
County, acting through the Gillespie County Relief Route Task Force, with support from the Texas 
Department of Transportation, are exploring options for a potential US 290 Fredericksburg relief route. 
The potential route would relieve traffic and improve mobility in downtown Fredericksburg by giving 
people the option to travel around, rather than directly through, the city.

Workshop attendees will have the opportunity to interactively learn more about the relief route study, 
provide input on the potential US 290 relief route project and suggest possible route options.  The input 
received at the workshop will help to guide the planning for this important transportation improvement 
project.  Attendees may come and go at their convenience.

For more information, visit fbgtx.org and search “Relief Route Task Force,” or contact Joe Muck at 
joe.muck@txdot.gov or 512-715-5702. For email updates about the study, email rhickey@rifeline.com 
with “Fredericksburg Relief Route Study” in the subject line.

The workshop will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the workshop who have 
special communication or accommodation needs, such as the need for an interpreter, are encouraged 
to call 512-517-7251. Requests should be made at least five days prior to the public workshop. Every 
reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. Official written comments will also be 
received and accepted by the project team via email at sbenningfield@cpyi.com, or by mail at

Stacey Benningfield
CP&Y
Attn: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study
13809 Research Blvd., Suite 300
Austin, TX, 78750

Comments must be received by Friday, June 15, 2018 to be included in the official record of this public 
workshop.



For media inquiries, contact Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov or (512) 832-7027. 

### 
 

The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail, and public transportation across the state. Through 
collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. Find out more at txdot.gov. “Like” us on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter.

Our Values: People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty

An Equal Opportunity Employer  

www.txdot.gov | TxDOT on Facebook | TxDOT on Twitter
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6/18/2018

Reply - Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

Sharon Brunner Thu, Jun 14, 2018 at 8:54 AM

Thank you all very much for the opportunity to provide input into this process.  We 
were impressed with the Relief Route workshop/feedback meeting with the maps and 
interactive survey.  It sounds like you got a very good turn-out.
We've done a lot of head-scratching about this, as well as talking with others, and we 
believe that a relief route will best serve the town by being placed as far out as 
workable so that the trucks/traffic can be as far away from Main St. as possible... and
get up to the speeds necessary to attract them to such a route.  If you place the relief 
route too close to Main St. or the "Y", it will soon be obsolete and not accomplish its 
purpose.
Also, if you place the route too close in, it will unnecessarily "chop up" the 
neighborhoods on the edge of town with a wide, ugly divided highway.  This would 
really take away from our community's charm and make it difficult for locals to come/go 
to their surrounding neighborhoods.
Thank you for your consideration of our comments,  Gary & Sharon Brunner



Relief Route Study Comments 

Consider the following: 

If the route is north of the Pedernales River: 
The cost of the environmental impact study would be far less costly and not 
as time consuming.   Environmental studies involving natural habitats and 
major water ways such as the Pedernales River and the down river impact 
can certainly attract outside stakeholders that might want to have a say in 
their future interest and alteration of the natural geographic features that 
impact them. 

Construction cost would be lessened by not have to construct costly bridge 
structures. 

If the route includes several crossings of the Pedernales River: 
The most southwest boundary illustrated on the route map shows the 
Pedernales River intersects Hwy 16 South near an area referred to as “Dead 
Man Curve”.  Additionally the Pedernales River flows parallel to Hwy 16 
South throughout this area.  Consider the high cost of construction of 
entrance and exist ramps to service the Hwy 16/Pedernales River flyover in 
this area.  Please envision a massive, unsightly bridge. 

Attempt to minimize land acquisition in residential areas.  Focus on industrial type 
areas to construct the relief route. 

Attempt to utilize and acquire land that is already owned by the City of 
Fredericksburg and the County of Gillespie. 

Has consideration been given to making the Relief Route a Toll Route?  Although 
revenues may be small, any revenue generated would relieve cost impact to 
city/county taxpayers. 

Request a preliminary cost per mile estimate from TxDOT.   Please take seriously 
your fiduciary responsibility when public (taxpayer) money is being utilized.  The 
longer the route the higher the cost. 

Richard M. Bruns 









6/7/2018

FW: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:48 AM

Phone: 
  
Requested Contact Method: Email 
Reason for Contact: Customer Service 
Complaint: No 

Comment: Re:  Fredericksburg Relief Route Study, Study Map. 
Coming off Hwy 290 from the east, is there a possibility of one of two routes?  1)  
Turning off west just S/E Friendship lane, or 2) turning off much further east and going 
way south around to the west and then to the North, crossing 290 and ending at 87? 











6/18/2018

Re: relief route 

Thu, Jun 14, 2018 at 10:57 AM

On Thu, Jun 14, 2018 at 10:41 AM, Carol Adelman  wrote: 

Rebecca, I will be moving back to Fred in September and looking to buy a 
home on some land.  The proposed route impacts the area I like.  Please put 
me on the updating list to learn details over time.  Thank you, Carol Darling  
www.cdarlinganimalart.net



6/7/2018

Fwd: relief route... 
1 message

Thu, May 31, 2018 at 8:04 AM

Howdy Joe! As a long time resident of central Texas and a lover of the Hill Country I 
am returning from my 3rd attempt at living in Colorado Springs Colorado.  I am a 
wildlife artist and need to be here for professional reasons.  But the population
explosion and massive irresponsible overbuilding is driving me back to Fredericksburg.  
Looking for some land and a home has me concerned since I learned about the relief 
route needed to relieve  congestion on Main Street.  Could you send to me a more 
definitive map of the southern proposed route?  Is this using an existing road, or will a 
new highway  be built?  All information will be welcomed! 

You can see my art work at:   www.cdarlinganimalart.net    Wes Mcinnis is our agent 
and we will be living in Fredericksburg by mid September, and plan our search for a 
landed home.  Thanks, Carol Darling S.A.A. 



6/7/2018

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study Follow-Up 

Crystal Wotipka <cwotipka@rifeline.com> Wed, Jun 6, 2018 at 1:51 PM
To: Daniel Day
Cc: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com>, Joseph Muck <joe.muck@txdot.gov>

I am looking for a map online to show my wife ?  Can you direct me to the 

link ?  Thanks 



















6/7/2018

FW: Tragedy Could Have Been Avoided 

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 3:12 PM

From: Krista Gra gni  
Sent: Wednesday, June 6, 2018 11:49 AM 
To:

 
Subject: Tragedy Could Have Been Avoided

Fellow Board Members,

Early this morning a terrible accident occurred in front of the Admiral Nimitz Museum on 
Main Street. A tractor trailer collided with an automobile resul ng in one fatality and 
another cri cally injured vehicle occupant. Since there are no official details at this  me, I 
will refrain from specula ng as to what happened to cause this terrible tragedy. But it is 
my opinion that this would have been avoided if the relief route around Fredericksburg 
that has been talked about for YEARS were already in place.

Now is the  me to TAKE ACTION! I hope this will send a very loud and clear message to 
those officials and decision makers regarding the need for immediate change before 
another fatality occurs. There must be a way to reroute trucks around downtown
Fredericksburg by means of the exis ng roadways  from as many direc ons as possible 
NOW.  That may at least reduce some of the truck traffic in the interim of the relief route 
being completed.

Finally, the relief route must move forward full steam without delay and further 
bureaucra c red tape.  
We MUST make our town safe for our residents and visitors.

My thoughts and prayers go out to those and their families,
Krista





6/7/2018

FW: 290 Relief Route (hesitating to purchase land) 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 12:03 PM

From: Dorothy Haynes [   
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:12 PM 
To: Marion Wiggins  
Subject: 290 Relief Route (hesita ng to purchase land)

While enjoying Fredericksburg, TX, for some time, my husband and I have possibly 
found the perfect city to retire in and spend the rest of our days volunteering in the 
community.  However, we are hesitant on purchasing a home due to the traffic along
Main Street. 

We have read what information we were able to find online regarding the new 290 
Relief Route, but do not think the property values will remain the same (but will decline) 
with the increase in traffic congestion if the planning and completion of the route does 
not happen within the next 5 years.



6/7/2018

FW: Fredricksburg Relief Route Study
3 messages

Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> Sat, Jun 2, 2018 at 10:34 PM

From: Richard Hoban [mailto:   
Sent: Saturday, June 02, 2018 4:36 PM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Fredricksburg Relief Route Study

Relief Route Task Force:

Below are my comments and input with respect to the proposed relief 
route:

The only thing that really needs to done is to get some of the big trucks 
and tractor/trailer rigs off of Main Street.  Normal passenger vehicles are 
not the issue in my opinion.  This could be accomplished to make Main
Street "off limits" to large trucks and tractor/trailer.  

Given that the above will never happen and the "powers that be" are 
insistent on a new, expensive relief route around town I humbly submit the 
following suggestions:

Please think very long term.  FBG is growing quickly.  By the time this 
project is ultimately completed, the City and County will have grown and 
gotten even more congested.  As such, MAKE THE ROUTE AS FAR
SOUTH AND AS FAR WEST AS POSSIBLE.  Using the maps provided at 
the public workshop last week, the route should be as close as possible to 
the outer ring of the shaded area, i.e., the farthest south and west of town.  
The east/west portion of the route should be as far SOUTH of the 
Pedernales River as possible.

Given that the majority of truck problem is north and south traffic on 
US87,  the relief route need not go all the way to US290.  The relief route 
should be primarily a by pass for the US87 traffic (i.e., "87 to "87" only) 
and, as such would mostly be the western portion of the study area.   
LIMIT THE RELIEF ROUTE TO/FROM US87 ONLY.

If only the "87 to 87" leg of the route were built, Friendship and other 
alternatives could be used to access 290, without using Main Street. 

Respectfully submitted,

Richard W. Hoban





6/7/2018

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study Follow-Up 

Tom Hutton Mon, Jun 4, 2018 at 4:54 PM
Reply-To: Tom Hutton 
To: Crystal Wotipka <cwotipka@rifeline.com>

Could a topographical map be made available? Crossing hills and streams can 
be expensive as well.

   Tom 
J. Thomas Hutton MD PhD  

















6/7/2018

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study Follow-Up 

Corrine Jung Mon, Jun 4, 2018 at 8:31 PM
To: Crystal Wotipka <cwotipka@rifeline.com>

Crystal, I am only replying to you but you can direct this where it should go. 
Someone called to my attention that there are no signs on Hwy 16, Hwy 87 or Hwy 
290 to direct people to use Friendship Lane to access the other highways that are
connected by Friendship Lane. Would it not make good sense to make more use of 
Friendship Lane to at least keep some traffic from going thru downtown. 
I was very surprised to learn there were no signs. It was called to my attention by 
another citizen who stated we were not making good use of what is already 
available. 
Corrine Jung.  
Sent from my iPhone















































6/7/2018

Fredericksburg Relief Route Study Follow-Up 

Mon, Jun 4, 2018 at 4:05 PM
To: cwotipka@rifeline.com

Hi Crystal...

The term "copies of the map are available" is a bit
misleading.  I assumed that I could get a copy of the map to take with 
me.

The policeman at the Gillespie County courthouse knew nothing 
about any relief route map.

The lady at the Fredericksburg City Hall showed me to a room where 
"the" big map had been placed on a table, with an assortment of 
markers for drawing your suggested route.

But...  no "copies of the map" were available.

I realize this is semantics, but in this situation, every word counts.

I will be sending my critique of the Thursday meeting, my view of the 
decisions that need to be made and the shortcomings of the Relief 
Route Task Force presentation to the Stacey Benningfield email
address.

Crystal, thank you for your time.

Don Murray
Fredericksburg



6/18/2018

FW: Relief Route Comments 

Wed, Jun 13, 2018 at 9:05 AM

From:   
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 2:26 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com>;  Subject: Relief Route Comments

Hello Task Force;

I was disappointed that one item was missing at

determine the best route for this section.

US Hwy 290W to FM 2093:

This is the easy part!  ;-) Friendship Lane is already in place.  No need to re-invent the wheel. Use Friendship Lane for the 
rest of the Relief Route. 
I look forward to the next public showing, and I trust that a topographic map or a three dimensional model of the area will 
be available, to pinpoint the best routes for consideration.

Thank you for considering my suggestions.

Don Murray

Fredericksburg



In a message dated 6/18/2018 8:10:06 AM Central Standard Time, cwotipka@rifeline.com
writes:

Hi Don,

Yes - I got them added in. Thanks very much, and have a good morning!

Crystal

On Mon, Jun 18, 2018 at 7:59 AM,  wrote:
Hi Crystal...

I sent the following Friday morning but I don't know
if it was put in with my other input.

Hope you had a great weekend!!

TNX

Don Murray

From: 
To: cwotipka@rifeline.com
Sent: 6/15/2018 10:33:30 AM Central Standard Time
Subject: Re: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study Follow-Up

Hi Crystal...

One or two more things!!  ;-)

Those Google Maps could have the
topographic overlay,
or possibly  just a tropo map with the red line.

TNX!!

Don Murray



In a message dated 6/15/2018 9:11:00 AM Central Standard Time,
cwotipka@rifeline.com writes:

Thanks, Don. I'll make sure the project team hears this suggestion.
Wishing you a great weekend as well!

Best,
Crystal

On Fri, Jun 15, 2018 at 9:06 AM,  wrote:
Hi Again Crystal...  ;-)

After I read your reply this morning, I
thought of a
suggestion regarding the route map.

Google Maps does allow an outline
template to be
placed over a map, which allows the
user to zoom
or pan the map, with the template still
vivible, even
when you zoom-in on the map to
individual structures.

In the case of the Relief Route, the red
boundary line
could be placed over the map, and then
any one who
wants exact placement of their property
vs. the red
line, could indeed see it, zoomed in, on
their home screen!

Just a thought!!  ;-)

TNX again Crystal!!

Have a great weekend!!



Don Murray

In a message dated 6/14/2018 6:37:27 PM Central Standard Time,
cwotipka@rifeline.com writes:

Thank you, Don. I double-checked and we did receive
your comment about topographical maps. I will also add
the above to our comment log. Thanks again for your
input!

Have a good evening,
Crystal

On Thu, Jun 14, 2018 at 6:28 PM, 
wrote:

Hi Crystal...

Thank you for the update.  I will
be near City Hall
tomorrow and will pick up a map.

Also, I sent my comments to
Stacey Benningfield,
at her email address.  The web
survey page was
not real user friendly.  Too fancy,
and I wanted to
make sure that my comments
were posted to the
team.

BTW...  I just went searching at
the TxDot web site
and found a small version of the
larger maps that
were shown at the May 30th
meeting.  That map was
printable!  Unfortunately, because



of the dimensions
of the printout, the resolution is
restricted.

Anyway, the map was there, it
was just a matter of
digging around at the TxDot site. 
The map location
was buried a few pages deep.

TNX again for the update Crystal!!

Don Murray

In a message dated 6/14/2018 5:55:55 PM Central
Standard Time, cwotipka@rifeline.com writes:

Hi Don,

Thank you again for contacting us. We
apologize for the miscommunication about
the maps and have collaborated with the city
to make smaller map copies that you can
take home available upon request at City
Hall. You can also locate the study area map
by visiting fbgtx.org and searching “Relief
Route Task Force.” Click on the search result
titled “Relief Route Task Force” and you will
find a link to the workshop page there.

Thank you for your time and input. We look
forward to hearing from you more as we
continue the study.

Crystal

On Wed, Jun 6, 2018 at 8:28 AM,
wrote:

Thanks Crystal!



6/7/2018

How can a person obtain the map that show the Relief area 
5 messages

Al Napier Tue, Jun 5, 2018 at 9:53 PM
To: cwotipka@rifeline.com

-- 

H. Albert Napier, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus of Entrepreneurship Rice Business 

Jesse H. Jones Graduate School of Business Rice 

University

Street Address:

 

 



6/7/2018

FW: Fredericksburg Route Relief 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:12 AM

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jan Nebgen   
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2018 10:05 PM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Fredericksburg Route Relief 

Hello, I am writing on behalf of myself (Jan)  & my husband, Michael W Nebgen. 
Guess we attended at the wrong time because when we were there,  it was so 
crowded we really didn’t get much out of the gathering besides putting dots on things 
that are important to us & watching several people go from map to map writing 
“Perfect” on the borders. Many seemed to think the outer edge of the shaded area is 
where the route will be.  
Both of our families settled in Gillespie Co from Germany generations ago. We have 
lived on Leyendecker Rd for 33 years. My mother was born on this property, as was 
her father who owned Leyendecker Store, located on the corner of 16S & Leyendecker 
Rd until the 1970’s. Our daughter & family are hoping to move “home” & build on our 
property once our son-in-law finishes his cardiology fellowship.  
We understand nobody wants the route near their property but that’s inevitable. With 

that being said, when it’s done, it needs to be done right from the start.  
Examples...  
290E from Fbg to Stonewall. When it was widened, it should have included a turning 

lane the whole way.  
Friendship Ln. A turning lane should have been included when it was widened to 4 
lanes. I make a left hand turn off of Friendship Ln. twice a day & can’t count how many 
times I have almost been rear-ended. With utility poles on one side & sidewalks on the 
other, widening would cost a fortune.  
We travel Hwy 190 through Copperas Cove often, they built a “Loop” around the town 

a few years ago. The majority of the Loop is 2 lanes (1 lane in each direction, no 
passing lane & no turning lane).  
I’m sure when all of these projects were planned, they never envisioned the amount of 

traffic we have today.  
While we know it needs to be done, wherever it ends up, the route needs to be 5 lanes 

from the start. It will be cheaper in the long run.  
Thank you,  
Jan & Michael W Nebgen 

 

Sent from my iPad 



6/7/2018

FW: Fredericksburg relief route 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:03 AM

From:   
Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2018 12:28 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Fredericksburg relief route

One of my answers to the Fredericksburg Bypass survey ------- Two points- lowers 
frustration for traffic just passing through and allows for those coming to town to enjoy 
the unique downtown a more relaxing experience. To put it some non- traditional
language -- The "Vibe" that Fredericksburg has is partially disrupted by 18-wheelers.

Eminent domain(ED), the disruptions to established family farms or ranches are 
inevitable but in a small community usage of ED could be a community breaking 
point which state politicians will ignore. Using established road beds might help and
would limit impact. If this is not a community led and supported action could wind up 
being just a bad news story.

Continue any bypass to 87. The number of choke points in Fredericksburg for thru 
traffic reduces the decision points in such a way that currently only a bypass is a viable 
solution. The bypass would have to be far outside the city limits to make sense from a 
planning and future growth standpoint.

Brett Oestreich











6/7/2018

FW: Fredericksburg By-Pass 

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:10 AM

From:   
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 10:02 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Fredericksburg By-Pass

I'm writing to express my complete disagreement with any by-pass, relief 
route, go-around (or whatever the name is to make it seem more palatable 
to the taxpayers) that goes around Fredericksburg's Main Street. 

There is no "quality of life" issue with this proposal for the citizens of Fbg or 
Gillespie County.  There is, however, a vested interest from the Main Street 
merchants to increase visitor traffic by reducing industrial traffic. Creating a 
by-pass around Fbg only benefits the Main Street merchants (and yes, I 
already know the sales tax arguments).  Where is the "quality of life" 
improvement for whoever is forced to sell their land to benefit those 
merchants?

I noticed during the meeting on May 31 that there was not an option on the 
maps for no by-pass.  The question being asked was where did the citizens 
think the by-pass should be within a given area, not whether they thought 
there should be a by-pass at all.  That was a not so subtle way of directing 
the outcome of the meeting.  As with any survey, the outcome can be 
influenced by how the question is given/worded.  I'm not surprised by that 
as the whole idea of the by-pass is being forced upon us.  Any opposition 
has been ignored. 

If this issue is pursued, it should be decided by vote of the people of 
Gillespie, not by studies, surveys, meetings or politicians.  If or until the 
citizens decide they want a by-pass, any and all expenditures of taxpayer
dollars should cease.

And no, I'm not employed by nor do I have business with TxDOT and I 
won't benefit monetarily or otherwise.   

Lilli Peters















6/7/2018

FW: Relief Route Comments 

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:15 AM

From: Principio Consultant [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2018 7:55 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Relief Route Comments 

I see the issue as primarily one of  Accessibility having a detrimental impact on  Safety 
and Economic Development, unless a short and long term solution is put in place. In 
other words, accessibility  will cause tourism to decline due to safety and congestion 
having a certain impact on downtown. 
Short term, the City must provide short term relief by any means possible. Long term, 
the State must create a loop to connect State Highways 87, 290, and 16 on the South 
side of the City, in a longer term final solution which provides ample area for
Fredericksburg to continue to grow. 
Sent from my iPad 



















6/18/2018

Fwd: FBG Relief Route 

Fri, Jun 8, 2018 at 4:16 PM

From: Robert T Sagebiel   
Sent: Monday, May 21, 2018 3:55 PM 
To: Joseph Muck 
Subject: FBG Relief Route

Good afternoon, Sir:

Is there a larger schematic that would show the roads to be used, or constructed?  If so, 
please share, and thank you. Bob 

Robert T Sagebiel



6/7/2018

FW: Attn: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 3:26 PM

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jane Sandstrum [mailto   
Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2018 3:25 PM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Attn: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

Ms. Benningfield: 
I have read the report of the meeting May 31 regarding the relief route options for large 
traffic around Fredericksburg.  I see the word “safety” used but missing is the word 
HAZMAT.  I think that should be just as much an issue for consideration as pedestrian 
and vehicle safety when considering the routing.  I would hope the FBG fire dept. would 
be involved in the decision-making due to their protection regarding HAZMAT issues. 
We chose to move to the Fredericksburg area and built here 10 years ago.  We 
subscribed to the local newspaper for a couple of years before that and re-routing was 
an issue even back then but was conveniently shelved due, I think, to it being a
“hot” issue.  Landowners didn’t want THEIR land to be the land affected, etc.  Well, 
nobody does.  But for the good of the “people” things have to be done that are not 
popular.  That is the way “progress” frequently goes.  I do not envy the position of the
actual decision-makers, but I hope this time the decision is not once again shelved.  
Our little town is a busy town, known all over the state and beyond, and frequented by 
many. More, it seems, every year.  I can only imagine the nightmare of one of the large 
trucks, say a piece of a wind turbine, crashing into a downtown building and/or group of 
visitors.  Or a chemical-laden truck wrecking into one of the many wineries. 
Good luck and God Speed, 
Sincerely, 
Jane L. Sandstrum 

 



6/7/2018

FW: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:01 AM

From: Carter Schildknecht [mailto:   
Sent: Thursday, June 07, 2018 6:33 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study

For some time I have been concerned about the heavy traffic going through 
downtown Fredericksburg.  Main Street is almost always busy with locals and visitors 
shopping and going to various restaurants.  With 18 wheelers plowing down that
extremely busy Main Street, I fear that a catastrophic accident will happen someday - 
not if, but when.  A relief route to carry thru traffic from US 290 and US 87 is 
becoming more of a necessity every day.  Because Fredericksburg is a destination
location, businesses do not need to worry that a relief route would dry up their 
business.

I appreciate your taking my comments into consideration.

Thank you,
Carter T. Schildknecht









6/7/2018

FW: FREDERICKSBURG BYPASS ROUTE 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 12:27 PM

From: Allen Spousta   
Sent: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 10:50 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: FREDERICKSBURG BYPASS ROUTE

Good morning Joe/Stacey

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the upcoming forum on re-routing large truck traffic around 
Fredericksburg, but I have a few questions and suggestions for making this happen.

We have lived in “the burg” for 17 years and this subject has been approached as many times as we 
have lived here------and still nothing has been accomplished other than study after study after study. 
The seriousness of this is readily apparent because if there was ever a serious incident in downtown 
Fbg that resulted in death to pedestrians, or an explosion because of hazardous material coming 
through town, the end result would be devastating. A bone of contention by Fbg storefront owners and 
their business was that tourist business would be interrupted. This is utterly false because if tourists/ 
visitors were coming to Fbg to spend time in our community then they would drive straight into town 
and enjoy themselves exploring our community. If on the other hand, an individual or a large trucking 
company was concerned with saving time and wanted a fast way to get around a community, then 
they will take the alternate route and it still would NOT affect the community as a whole.

I have no idea when this re-route will ever be accomplished but as a suggestion, Friendship Lane is a 
very nice four lane ( two lanes both east and west bound) alternate route around Fbg and runs from 
US290 East to State route 16 South. Granted there are a few residential areas on this route but not 
nearly the congestion and traffic of downtown Fbg. Large trucks would be able to much easier make 
turns and would have less congestion as well as wider roads with no parking traffic to contend with 
which would make their transit much safer and less stressful to the driver.

My suggestion------since Friendship Lane now exists but terminates at State route16, what might be 
the feasibility of continuing this route to intersect US290 West and terminate at US87 North towards 
Mason? It might not be the best solution but it would certainly be a good alternative and since most of 
the highway is already in place, the added construction could be accomplished rather quickly. Yes, 
there would have to be privately owned property purchased from those owners and it is 
understandable, but talking and talking over proposals and achieving NO action is getting 
NOWHERE. And the longer this project is delayed the higher the costs of land acquisition and 
construction of this re-route.

Thank you for reading my input and I certainly hope that this project will get started ASAP before a 
serious incident occurs in downtown Fbg. I am available via cell phone or email if you desire any other 
information.

Respectfully submitted,

Allen Spousta
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Fredericksburg Texas Relief Route 
2 messages

Bruce Staffel Mon, Jun 4, 2018 at 2:41 PM
To: sbenningfield@cpyi.com, cathy.kratz@txdot.gov, joe.muck@txdot.gov
Cc: Lynda Rife <lrife@rifeline.com>, cwotipka@rifeline.com

From: Bruce Staffel, 
Address:  
Additional entrance at  

I purchased this 7.71 acre tract in 2012 for development of a mixed use project 
consisting of commercial property on the Highway 87 frontage with a second entrance 
for residential rental property in the rear of the property.
This property is located on the 2006 Outer Loop Alternate 9 bypass route as 
published online by the City of Fredericksburg, Texas.  I am opposed to any future 
route that will incorporate our property due to the existing improvements and 
additional development underway. 
To date, we have developed the property with three residential structures in the rear 
of the property and two warehouse structures on the Highway frontage.  We are 
currently in the process of building an additional 15,000 square feet of
commercial space on the property.  We also have future plans for additional 
residential development in the rear of the property.
The previous Pipeline on the northern edge of this property has been removed and a 
release of that easement has been filed.
Please feel free to contact me should you need additional information or have any 
questions.
Thank you,
Bruce Staffel

 





6/7/2018

FW: Relief route
1 message

Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 12:20 PM

-----Original Message----- 
From: Darlene Stewart   
Sent: Saturday, May 26, 2018 10:48 AM 
To: Marion Wiggins  
Subject: Relief route 

As a Fredericksburg Texas resident who has witnessed exponential growth here, 
and who understands the demographic of a large retirement population who have 
sought a location to remain for the long run, I am very concerned about some 
aspects of the relief route. 
How many homeowners will this displaced and will they receive fair market value 
for their property? 
I believe that non-Fredericksburg  truck vehicles should keep to the existing 
freeways, through Kerrville.  Local use only from hwy 87 should turn on Milan, 
connecting with hwy 16.  That short distance can be manageable with a narrow
road.  Friendship lane should be the definite route to avoid main street, as was 
inferred at the extension project. 
Please answer my questions and add this message to the comments collected at 
the workshop. 
Thank you, Darlene Stewart, Fredericksburg Texas

















6/7/2018

FW: 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:05 AM

From: Camille Williamson   
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 11:48 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject:

Dear Ms. Benningfield,
    My family, our home, and our land are all directly affected by the proposed relief 
route for Fredericksburg, a direct conflict of your statement that "homesteads will not be
negatively impacted." The proposed highway will run right through our kitchen! Your 
policy does not match your actions in this situation. There are other options that TxDOT 
has never considered. While there are several options east of 290 Highway, there has 
only been one option ever considered on the west side of Highway 290 and that is 
through the middle of our land. Other options that would be more sensible as well as 
more cost effective include routing traffic onto 290 West to merge into 87 North which 
are existing highways, or routing traffic onto Highway 290 West and eventually through 
the abandoned Armory area.
    Please expand your studies so that your policy and plans will coincide in that 
homeowners truly will not be negatively impacted, costs will be less, and it will be more 
efficient. As is, the plan is unacceptable, and TxDOT is not applying their policies or 
principles to their actions. Sincerely, Camille Williamson, Fredericksburg, TX



6/7/2018

FW: Relief Route Survey 
1 message

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:19 AM

From: marc williamson   
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 4:13 PM 
To: Kent Myers 
Subject: Relief Route Survey

Kent, I realize I am not a resident of the city so I would not have gone to the survey 
except TxDot recommended I fill it out since I am one of the one's directly affected.  I 
have to say I am extremely disappointed in the content.  It was obviously designed 
only to justify the position of the task force.  No effort was made to really look at the 
pros and cons of the issue with every question offering only options on the many 
pluses of the route.  I know it is a foregone conclusion of the powers to be but I 
expected a little less heavy handed approach. I think no survey at all would have been 
better than the bogus attempt posted. Thanks for letting me express my concern.  If 
you are interested in a good business opportunity I can always open a Starbucks out 
of my kitchen window (if I still have a kitchen window).  Thanks.  Marc



6/18/2018

FW: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

Thu, Jun 7, 2018 at 11:07 AM

From: marc williamson   
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2018 11:32 AM 
To: Stacey Benningfield <sbenningfield@cpyi.com> 
Subject: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study

Ms. Benningfield,
    I am extremely concerned about the TxDOT presentation on the relief route for two 
primary reasons. First, TxDOT representatives always insist that it offers multiple route 
options. I have been involved in the process in Fredericksburg since the original study 
and while there are always options east of  Hwy. 290, all the options always meet at 
Royal Oaks Loop. No other alternatives are ever offered such as sending traffic down 
290 West to Hwy. 87 North, or going through or the abandoned armory, or moving out 
to open country. It is very disingenuous of the TxDOT officials to claim to examine 
multiple alternatives when they clearly only have one.
   Second, TxDOT policy purports to emphasize avoiding negative impact to 
homesteads. This is obviously not true as the recommended route directly impacts my 
home. Giving lip service to a policy you do not adhere to is unethical. Instead of 
studying topographical maps and aerial views, I invite you to come by and see in 
person the home and land we have invested our life savings and future into that is so 
cavalierly being recommended to be a section of a highway. Real people with real 
homes are going to be negatively impacted.
Marc Williamson, Fredericksburg



6/7/2018

Survey 

marc williamson Mon, Jun 4, 2018 at 3:42 PM
To: cwotipka@rifeline.com

I just completed the survey you recommended on the City of Fredericksburg.  What a 
bogus effort!  the entire survey was geared toward nothing but justifying the route.  
Every question was designed to support the task force's viewpoint.  There was no
attempt to solicit legitimate input concerning the pros and cons of the recommendation.  
I would be embarrassed as a TxDOT representative to recommend the link or is the 
whole process just lip service to an issue that has already been decided by TxDot and 
the city?
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With input and feedback from the community, 

Th option will be the starting point for any 
future phases of project development, including a detailed 
environmental study, should the project advance. 



Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

11. Who is on the Gillespie County Relief Route Task Force and what is the Task Force’s role?
The Task Force is comprised of 12 individuals representing the following entities: City of Fredericksburg, Gillespie County,
Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce, Gillespie County Economic Development Commission, Fredericksburg Convention
and Visitor Bureau, and the general public. This study is a locally driven process led by the Task Force; as such, the Task
Force will be the local tie to the community. The Task Force will ensure that a local voice is considered throughout the study
and that the process is transparent and inclusive. Members’ experiences, insights, and ties to the community are pivotal to
the ultimate success of the study.

2. What is the study timeline?
Using input received from this workshop, the study team will develop conceptual route options. Over the course of the study,
the route options will be refined and evaluated in order to identify a locally preferred route option. The study will include
numerous opportunities (additional public workshops and open houses) for the public to engage and provide input. It is
anticipated that the study will be finished in 2019.

3. What happens if we do nothing?
Traffic congestion on Main Street will continue to get worse. As a result, safety and mobility will continue to decrease. These
factors (increased traffic, reduced safety and mobility) will make it harder for visitors to reach the downtown tourist area
and will also make it harder for local residents to move around town safely and efficiently. Increases in land values and
construction costs are also anticipated. So, if the project is postponed, the amount of tax dollars required for a future
project would continue to increase.

4. What is being studied during the Relief Route Study?
Traffic, engineering and environmental studies will be conducted in conjunction with the Relief Route Study. The process
will begin with identification of conceptual route options. Through the various studies and investigations, and with input
from the public, the route options will be refined and the number of options reduced. The ultimate goal of the study is the
identification of a single locally preferred route option. The locally preferred route option would then be the basis for future
phases of project development.

5. How will the potential routes be developed and selected?
The route identification process begins tonight; workshop participants are asked to draw suggested route options on the
large-scale maps found at the map stations. Using the input received tonight, the study team will then develop conceptual
route options. The conceptual route options will be presented for public review/comment at a public workshop (tentatively
planned for the fall of 2018). An iterative process will then be used to refine/evaluate the route options and ultimately
identify the locally preferred route option. The Task Force and the public will be engaged throughout the process via
meetings, workshops and open houses; thus, ensuring the voice of the community is heard and study findings reflect the
needs and desires of the community.

6. How can I participate?
In addition to providing route suggestions (by drawing on the available maps), you are encouraged to submit written
comments on the provided form and participate in the interactive survey. If you are unable to take advantage of all
opportunities at this workshop, you may send written comments by Friday, June 15, 2018, to

Email: sbenningfield@cpyi.com 
Postal mail:  Stacey Benningfield, CP&Y 

Attention: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 
13809 Research Blvd., Suite 300, Austin, TX, 78750.  

You can also take the interactive survey online until June 15, 2018 by visiting fbgtx.org and searching “Relief Route Task 
Force.” For your convenience, copies of the maps are available at Fredericksburg City Hall (126 W. Main Street), the 
Gillespie County Courthouse (101 W. Main Street), or the TxDOT maintenance office located in Fredericksburg (1623 E. 
Main Street). Stop by any of these locations on or before June 15th to draw route suggestions. 

7. How can I stay informed?
If you would like to be added to the database that receives updates for this study, please email Rebecca Hickey at
rhickey@rifeline.com with “Fredericksburg Relief Route Study” in the subject line.
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Appendix H

Post workshop outreach materials





Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 
Route and Constraints Identification Comment Form, June 1 – 15, 2018

The City of Fredericksburg and Gillespie County, acting through the Gillespie County Relief Route Task Force and with 
support from the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), are conducting a feasibility study to explore a potential 
US 290 relief route around Fredericksburg. The potential relief route would relieve traffic and improve mobility in 
downtown Fredericksburg by giving people the option to travel around, rather than directly through, the city. 

We are looking for your input to help us identify new or existing locations for a potential US 290 relief route. Based 
on traffic patterns and environmental constraints, where would be the best location for a relief route in the study 
area? Please draw your suggested route directly on the map. Feel free to provide comments on possible concerns, 
issues or constraints using the space below. When finished, please leave this form in the provided comment box. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________ City, State, Zip:_______________________ 

Phone: _________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

WWould you like us to contact you with more information?  
Yes No

Would you like to be added to our database for future updates? 
Yes No

 
(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)):  Check 
each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

� I am employed by TxDOT 
� I do business with TxDOT 
� I could benefit monetarily from the project or other 

item about which I am commenting 

Let us know your thoughts on the study by taking an interactive survey 
available until June 15, 2018! Survey and more information can be found 

by visiting www.fbgtx.org and searching "Relief Route Task Force.” 
For questions on the study, contact Joe Muck at 

joe.muck@txdot.gov or 512.715.5702. 

Written comments will also be received and accepted by the project team 
via email at sbenningfield@cpyi.com or by mail at: 

Stacey Benningfield, CP&Y 
Attn: Fredericksburg Relief Route Study 

13809 Research Blvd., Suite 300 
Austin, TX, 78750 

Comments must be received by Friday, June 15, 2018, 
to be included in the official record of this public workshop. 
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Modifications Resulting from Workshop Input
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