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What Problem Are We Trying To Solve?
Congestion has reduced mobility and quality of life in Oak Hill and 
surrounding communities. The intersection of two major state highways, 
US 290 and SH 71 in Oak Hill, is a gateway to southwest Travis County and 
serves as a key route between central Austin and fast-growing suburban 
and rural communities such as Lakeway, Bee Cave, Dripping Springs, and 
Johnson City. US 290 is one of Texas’ most congested highway corridors, 
and due to a lack of reliable connectivity, US 290 has become an unreliable 
route for both transit and emergency vehicles.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) and the 
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (Mobility Authority) 
are working with the City of Austin, Travis County, Capital Metro, 
and other local partners to improve long-term mobility in the 
region. These organizations have worked with the community 
to develop a solution that effectively addresses congestion, 
respects the environment, and adds value to the Oak Hill 
community.

The project team initiated a comprehensive study to thoroughly 
analyze the corridor and determine the best approach for 
improving mobility. This study identified a full range of 
alternatives, incorporate previous analyses, and through 
extensive analysis and community outreach, identify a 
recommended solution, or “preferred alternative.” The analysis 
and public involvement efforts have been documented through 
the preparation of this Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS). The DEIS evaluates the potential environmental, 
social, and economic impacts resulting from the proposed 
construction of the project.

THE MISSION

WHAT ARE WE TRYING TO DO?

•	Improve mobility and operational efficiency

•	Promote long-term congestion management

•	Increase multimodal travel options for people and goods

•	Improve safety

•	Improve emergency response

•	 US 290 in Oak Hill is the 64th most 
congested roadway in the state of Texas

	 (Texas A&M Transportation Institute, 2017)

•	 Travis County’s population has grown from 
212,000 in 1960 to just over 1.2 million in 
2016, increasing congestion  (US Census Data, 2016)

•	 1,208 crashes occurred on US 290/SH 71 
between 2010 and 2016, resulting in five 
fatalities, 30 incapacitating injuries, plus 
other injuries and property damage (TxDOT, 2017)

•	 Drivers wasted more than 454,000 hours per 
year stuck in traffic on US 290/SH 71 in 2014    
(Texas A&M Transportation Institute, 2015)

•	 Traffic demand at the US 290/SH 71 
intersection will more than double by 2040    
(RTG using CAMPO’s travel demand model)

CONSIDER THESE FACTS:

PROJECT PARTNERS

THE PROCESS
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Multiple concepts for the proposed Oak Hill Parkway were refined and narrowed using 
public input, the purpose and need for the project, and detailed traffic analysis. As a result 

of the final phase of evaluation, Alternative “A” has been recommended by TxDOT and
the Mobility Authority as the proposed build alternative.

•	 TxDOT proposes an upgraded, state-of-the-art roadway 

consisting of three mainlanes for through traffic in each 

direction, as well as two to three frontage road lanes in 

each direction. 

•	 An overpass for the US 290 mainlanes over William 

Cannon Drive would be built, along with flyovers between 

US 290 and SH 71. At this location, the US 290 

mainlanes would be depressed, or go under, SH 71. 

•	 The westbound US 290 mainlanes and frontage roads 

would be north of Williamson Creek. 

•	 Intersections would be constructed along US 290 at 

Convict Hill Road, RM 1826, Scenic Brook Drive, and 

Circle Drive (South View Road), where the highway 

would go below ground and the cross street would be at 

ground level. 

•	 U-turn lanes would be constructed at intersections along US 

290 and SH 71 to allow vehicles traveling on frontage roads 

to U-turn to access the opposite direction frontage road. 

What Are We Proposing?

All features illustrated in this rendering are proposed and considered an artistic rendering for conceptual purposes only. Subject to change. 

This proposal would require acquisition of new right of way, 
including four commercial property displacements and one 
single-family residential property displacement. Other impacts 
include tree and vegetation removal and the potential for 
traffic noise mitigation through sound walls.

•	 Along SH 71, the flyover ramps would extend past Scenic 

Brook Drive where the mainlanes would transition to a 

five-lane (three lanes northbound, two lanes southbound) 

rural highway with U-turns for local access. 

•	 Significant bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

would be built along the entire corridor including a 

seven-mile shared-use path, sidewalks, and a trailhead at 

Williamson Creek on William Cannon Drive. 

•	 Upstream water detention ponds would be built to reduce 

potential flooding, and multiple stormwater detention and 

water quality treatment ponds would be built within the 

corridor. 

•	 Additionally, new landscaping, tree plantings, and corridor 

aesthetics are proposed.
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We continue in our mission to engage and listen to you. Your 
participation in meetings, workshops and open houses has 
made significant improvements to the proposed alternatives. 
Some of these improvements include: 

·	Developing alternatives to address traffic congestion in the corridor

·	Proposing a design to separate through traffic from local traffic

·	Reducing the proposed elevation at the US 290/SH 71 intersection

·	Adding new bicycle and pedestrian accommodations, including a 
shared-use path along the entire corridor

·	Depressing the US 290 mainlanes at all crossings west of the
	 US 290/SH 71 intersection

·	Extending the improvements past Circle Drive and reducing the 
proposed project’s footprint in that area

·	Realigning the westbound US 290 exit to RM 1826 to improve 
access to Austin Community College

·	Improving access for businesses along SH 71 just north of US 290

·	Reducing potential flooding with upstream water detention ponds

·	Minimizing impacts to Williamson Creek

YOU ARE SHAPING OAK HILL PARKWAY

What Is The No-Build, Or “Do Nothing,” Alternative?
At the end of this environmental study, if the TxDOT Environmental Division decides that the No-Build Alternative is the 
preferred alternative, US 290 and SH 71 would continue to exist as they do today and would continue to have standard, routine 
maintenance over the next 30 years. Travel times are projected to increase to approximately 25 to 35 minutes over what they 
are today, and congestion, safety, and mobility would continue to decline in the Oak Hill area as population increases. In 
addition, the proposed bicycle/pedestrian accomodations and the upstream water detention ponds would not be constructed. 

The No-Build Alternative is still an option on the 
table for approval and is being carried forward as 
a baseline for comparison.
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What Are The Next Steps?
After the May 24, 2018 public hearing, public and agency comments will be considered as the 

final environmental document, or Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), is completed and 

submitted for final review. The TxDOT Environmental Division will review the FEIS and make a 

final decision known as the “Record of Decision,” or ROD. The decision will determine whether the 

preferred build alternative moves forward or if the no-build alternative is selected instead. Should the 

build alternative be selected, TxDOT will seek state and federal funding. TxDOT has identified funding 

for utility relocation and right of way appraisal and purchase.

WHY ARE YOU BUILDING IT AS A
NON-TOLLED ROADWAY?
Toll financing alone cannot pay for this specific project. In 
order to move this project forward, TxDOT will be seeking 
state and federal funding to pay for the construction of the 
non-tolled Oak Hill Parkway project. As a non-tolled project, 
improvements will be eligible for funding from Propositions 
1 and 7. It is important to note that the non-tolled design 
is the same as the tolled design previously shown to the 
public. TxDOT is committed to improving the 100 most 
congested roads in Texas. This section of roadway currently 
ranks as the 64th most congested.

COULD A SMALLER PROJECT ADDRESS THE 
CONGESTION PROBLEMS IN OAK HILL?
Unfortunately, no. Traffic demand on this corridor is just 
too high. The project team is designing a project that 
meets the traffic demand along the corridor today and 
best manages the traffic projections of tomorrow. We are 
trying to keep the footprint as small as possible in order to 
responsibly meet the purpose and need of the project, and 
it’s important to us to design something that requires very 
limited right-of-way acquisition.

When we launched the study in 2012, the community told 
us that traffic congestion was a serious problem. In fact, 
83 percent of survey respondents agreed that a goal of any 
proposed improvement should be to reduce congestion 

and manage traffic. We are tasked with providing a real 
transportation solution that provides meaningful traffic relief.

WHAT ARE THE UPSTREAM WATER 
DETENTION PONDS?
We propose providing flood storage at two off-site and 
upstream detention ponds to ensure the project does not 
result in flooding impacts. In two locations, we would build 
a dam across natural creek valleys to capture flood waters 
during intense rain events. The water would then slowly 
recede over hours/days. 

WILL YOU PLANT NEW TREES AND 
RELOCATE EXISTING TREES?
Various landscaping enhancements, including tree 
plantings and native plant seeding, would be included 
with the final project design, in response to public input 
regarding tree removal within the project area. TxDOT is 
willing to work with organizations wishing to relocate existing 
trees. Of note, the Grandmother Oak, the Grandfather Oak, 
the Nieces, and the Becket Grove Tree would be avoided by 
the proposed project.

IF APPROVED, WHEN CAN YOU START 
CONSTRUCTION?
If the build alternative is approved to move forward into 
construction, the earliest the project could break ground is 
2020, once funding is identified.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, 

carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D                Q U E S T I O N S?


