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·feel like this has been a great collaborative effort·1·

·with TxDOT and the County and the City and the·2·

·neighborhoods in the community to -- to try and ease the·3·

·congestion burden at this intersection.··So we're·4·

·excited to see the progress that's being made.··We're·5·

·interested to hear your comments.··I know there are some·6·

·concerns here, and I'm -- I'm hoping that those are·7·

·going to be addressed.··But I really just appreciate·8·

·everybody coming out and -- and having democracy in·9·

·action right here.10·

· · · · · · · ·              If anyone needs to contact my office, I11·

·will be available.··I've got cards as well.··You can go12·

·to the Travis County website and all of our e-mails are13·

·online there.··That's probably the easiest way to do it.14·

·The spelling of my name is a little unusual.··But if you15·

·go to the Travis County website, you can get all of our16·

·contact information there.17·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank y'all so much.18·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Robert Abbott.··And here19·

·after, please face forward, because it really does help20·

·the court reporter to ensure that they get your comments21·

·accurately.22·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. ABBOTT:··Good evening.··My name is23·

·Robert Abbott, fire chief of Travis County Esd 6, Lake24·

·Travis Fire Rescue.··We're here, I say myself appointed25·
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·by the district commissioners of the district -- in·1·

·support of this project.·2·

· · · · · · · ·              Over time we've had obviously the Steiner·3·

·Ranch fires that created evacuation issues.··We are·4·

·working on evacuation routes.··And I know tonight's·5·

·meeting is specifically about this project, and I want·6·

·to focus on the safety implications that this will·7·

·help -- help within the Four Points area going from·8·

·Comanche down to Four Points and then down 2222.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              At any given time we could have an accident10·

·at any of these major intersections.··If you think about11·

·the implications that has on response times, just one12·

·accident can delay our response to another emergency by13·

·10 to 15 minutes.··Now, there are times when we have14·

·multiple accidents going on at Four Points, 2222, River15·

·Place, Comanche Trail on a busy day.··A lot of us have16·

·all been impacted by that.17·

· · · · · · · ·              So we stand behind this project.··And we're18·

·also going to make sure that everybody understands we're19·

·a resource.··If anybody has any information or any --20·

·any information they want from us relating to our21·

·responses in the area as it relates to emergency22·

·response and thinks that this road -- this project23·

·wouldn't help us with.24·

· · · · · · · ·              So thank you very much.25·
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·that scenario going around?··Even though you're easing·1·

·one congested point, but you may inadvertently create·2·

·another going through a neighborhood, two neighborhoods·3·

·that never had that kind of incident.·4·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.·5·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Erick Benz.·6·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BENZ:··Good evening.··I'm Erick Benz.·7·

·I've worked over here at the Three Amasca (phonetic)·8·

·Center.··I live in the Canyon Creek neighborhood.··My·9·

·son plays soccer in the Steiner Ranch area and I'm a10·

·frequent traveller by car, foot and bike in the area11·

·impacted by the proposed changes.··I'm also a12·

·transportation cyclist; means I ride my bike to work13·

·every day.14·

· · · · · · · ·              I have a few things I'd like to offer in15·

·this discussion.··One is, we're seeing incremental16·

·improvements, but the infrastructure in the area is17·

·totally lacking and not safe for walking and biking.18·

·This needs to change.··For instance, getting here to the19·

·schools on McNeil Boulevard are totally in accessible in20·

·walking and biking for the students who attend these21·

·schools.··There is no safe route to school and this22·

·needs to change.··Walking and biking are both healthy23·

·alternatives that need to be made accessible to the24·

·students for both health and safety reasons.25·
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· · · · · · · ·              I'd also like to point out that we're in·1·

·the process of increasing affordable housing in the·2·

·area.··Many of the people who live there need to be able·3·

·to walk or bike in order to work -- get to work or to·4·

·school.··The infrastructure needs to take into account·5·

·the needs of all the people who live here.··We don't·6·

·want to see more people in the middle of 620 trying to·7·

·cross, right, which is what we're seeing now because of·8·

·the lack of infrastructure.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              Specifically on FM 620, with this project,10·

·between Steiner Ranch Road and 2222, the current11·

·proposal is to reduce the width of the shoulder from 812·

·feet to 5 feet.··Please consider increasing the shoulder13·

·to 8 feet, which is where it's at today.··We need this14·

·for motorist safety.··Crashes and breakdowns happen.15·

·Five feet is not enough, and -- to accommodate a motor16·

·vehicle and creates a vehicle safety hazard.··Also17·

·consider the mobile road users who ride their bikes for18·

·transportation, like me, need more space.··Five feet is19·

·not enough.··We've seen this before on the Bee Caves20·

·Road with disastrous results.··Let's not make the same21·

·mistake again.22·

· · · · · · · ·              My final point is I'd like to see a23·

·dialogue change such that we prioritize safety over24·

·rushing to the next bottleneck.··The motor vehicle25·
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·speeds we're seeing on FM 620 and by extension the roads·1·

·people use to get on and off 620, that's McNeil, River·2·

·Place, Steiner Ranch, they're not safe.··First, FM 620·3·

·is not a freeway.··There are -- is uncontrolled access·4·

·being made on both sides of the roadway.··This leads to·5·

·side impact collisions at high speeds, rollovers and·6·

·head-on collisions.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              The road design we have on FM 620 does not·8·

·support safe motor vehicle travel speeds at more than 35·9·

·miles an hour.··The road is just not designed for it.10·

·If we eliminate the bottlenecks and roundabouts, and set11·

·a signal light so there are reduced speeds, we could12·

·have less death and injury and times that are reasonable13·

·and appropriate.14·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you for listening.··Hope we can work15·

·together to make a safer and more livable community.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Aaron Sher.17·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. SHER:··Hello.··I'm Aaron Sher.··I own18·

·Action Marine on 2222.··So I'm a business that will be19·

·affected by this whole thing.··And I'm kind of -- just20·

·kind of shook up about how you even address this because21·

·some of the biggest problems on 2222 aren't even being22·

·addressed.23·

· · · · · · · ·              If you look, constantly, the accidents are24·

·in front of Target.··That's the only place you're25·
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· · · · · · · ·              What we ask is that since the water flow·1·

·will be diverted by the bypass, is that it be a raised·2·

·bypass, not a -- not an elevated bypass, but a raised·3·

·bed bypass and have the water catchment on the uphill·4·

·side of that, and then have a vegetated catchment strip·5·

·on the BCP side of it.·6·

· · · · · · · ·              It would be wonderful if we could have some·7·

·sound abatement for the avian species and -- and the·8·

·BCP, and that could be something as simple as a row of·9·

·trees.10·

· · · · · · · ·              The other thing I've been asked to mention11·

·this evening is to ask that you have variable12·

·directional lanes.··In other words, have four lanes13·

·coming off of 620 going to 2222 in the mornings, and14·

·then switch those lanes as needed and not give a cut, a15·

·driveway cut onto the property, what I consider uphill16·

·from the road.··I certainly sympathize with everyone17·

·that has to deal with the traffic out here and I hope18·

·we're able to find a solution to that that will also19·

·protect our environment.20·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.21·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Glenn Borkland.22·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BORKLAND:··Well, my name is Glenn23·

·Borkland and I've been in the body shop business from --24·

·since 1970 or so, and I've got Heritage Body and Frame.25·
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·We just bought this place that they're after about --·1·

·within a year ago.·2·

· · · · · · · ·              What I want to talk about is that I've been·3·

·in Austin since 1942, and I can tell you we've got more·4·

·people coming here all the time than we've ever had, and·5·

·just doing what y'all want to do is not going to fix the·6·

·problem.··We need to have an overpass so people can get·7·

·on over and not have to stop and do all that stuff.··And·8·

·if they could build roads to get on and get off and --·9·

·it would be better.··And I think they also need to do10·

·that at Anderson Mill, because that's another bad place11·

·trying to get around and get a way through.12·

· · · · · · · ·              I live out on the lake and -- Lake Travis,13·

·and I drive in every day, and I see what a nightmare it14·

·is, and it's just -- I have -- I go the long way15·

·sometimes through Volente, come up Bullock, and then16·

·I'll come on up and, you know, go on up by the Oasis,17·

·and that way I don't have to go through all that18·

·nightmare of sitting there forever and still you can't19·

·get through.20·

· · · · · · · ·              And we're getting so many more people here21·

·every day, if we don't -- if we don't -- if we just try22·

·to fix it for what it is, that's not going to do the job23·

·we need to do.··So anyhow, I just wanted to tell you24·

·what I think about it, and I don't think it's going to25·
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·work, and I -- I think it's a nightmare.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Brian Thompto.·2·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. THOMPTO:··Hi.··My name is Brian·3·

·Thompto.··I'm chairman of the Steiner Ranch Neighborhood·4·

·Association representing neighborhoods and the HOAs·5·

·between Lake Travis and Lake Austin, and I'd like to·6·

·offer very strong support for this project.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              As the previous gentleman mentioned, today·8·

·we're in a situation where, you know, thousands of·9·

·motorists are dealing with stifled traffic on 620 and10·

·2222.··Our students, our parents, the folks that live11·

·out here have to commute through that intersection.··Of12·

·course, through the topology, 620 and 2222, that13·

·intersection, those arteries are just critical, and14·

·they're bursting at the seams.··I can easily sit there15·

·for 30 minutes just to get from Steiner Ranch to 2222 in16·

·the morning.··I can sit up to another 10 minutes just to17·

·get to 2222 depending on the day, and it's absolutely --18·

·these improvements are absolutely needed to address this19·

·issue.20·

· · · · · · · ·              I point out that, of course, this project21·

·will not work without its corresponding project which22·

·will widen 2222 and also widen the intersection at River23·

·Place Boulevard and 2222.··So obviously these two go24·

·hand in hand.··And we are really looking forward to the25·
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·additional safety for students by increasing access for·1·

·those students and first responders on an every-day·2·

·basis as well as in the case of an emergency.·3·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··We ask that you please·4·

·move forward with this project as soon as possible.·5·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··Thank you for your time and·6·

·kind consideration.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··Thank you for your time and·8·

·kind consideration.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··Thank you for your time10·

·and kind consideration.11·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Debbie Pegary.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. PEGARY:··I don't have any comments13·

·right now.14·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.15·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Naren Chilukuri.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. CHILUKURI:··Yes, sir.··Thank you, my17·

·name is Naren Chilukuri.··I'm going to take this out.··I18·

·live in Steiner Ranch since 2004.19·

· · · · · · · ·              I'm going to give you a small story.··I20·

·went around entire Steiner -- entire Austin looking for21·

·homes, and I finally settled down in Steiner because I22·

·love it.··I do, too.··I love it to the extent that I23·

·used to say, still say I'm going to have my tombstone in24·

·Steiner, because I love Steiner.25·
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· · · · · · · ·              Having said that, I'm going to start with a·1·

·couple of small stories, a very simple story.··You-all·2·

·know I love it, what I said now.··But also I am going to·3·

·go to work, and I talk to people.··And one day I was·4·

·sitting in a meeting, "Hey, where do you live?"··"We·5·

·live in Round Rock, we live Lakeview, XYZ."··"I live in·6·

·Steiner."··"Wow, I feel sorry from you."··That's the·7·

·reaction I just have from my coworkers, because I·8·

·live -- I work in Round Rock, almost 18 miles, and it·9·

·takes an hour up, an hour down in peak traffic.10·

· · · · · · · ·              Another story, it's a real story but it11·

·chills also.··So you live close to Marble Falls.··To12·

·think Steiner Ranch is so far it takes so long that it13·

·seems like it's close to Marble Falls.14·

· · · · · · · ·              Third thing is, I know friends.··I've tried15·

·to ask them to come and move close to Steiner Ranch, and16·

·even family from New Jersey and East Coast.··They heard17·

·about Steiner Ranch, the thing -- traffic sucks.··So18·

·they don't want to live because even though it's family19·

·friendly, great place to live, beautiful topography, but20·

·they don't want to buy houses there.21·

· · · · · · · ·              So you can see we need to go ahead with22·

·this.··You know that I'm going to support this project.23·

·Any project that's going to alleviate traffic,24·

·absolutely hands down.25·
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· · · · · · · ·              To put some math behind this, it's going to·1·

·save -- if you were to say it's going to save 50 percent·2·

·of the commute time because of the project, it's going·3·

·to save almost $1,100 in gas for me alone.··Thousands of·4·

·people.··So millions of dollars per year.··For·5·

·30 years -- assume I live for 30 years.··You're going to·6·

·save multi-millions of dollars in 30 years.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              So I do support, strongly support.··Please·8·

·help retain our property values, help save lives and·9·

·pollution, absolutely, and obviously give me my10·

·two weeks back per year, because it saves 250 hours.11·

·That's my vacation time with my family.12·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you very much.13·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Scott Crosby.14·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. CROSBY:··Hi.··My name is Scott Crosby.15·

·I'm the president of the River Place HOA.··I was sent16·

·here tonight with a list of questions from our board17·

·that -- based on the focus of this meeting tonight which18·

·really was the bypass and 620, and our focus is more on19·

·the area from River Place Boulevard west.··Couldn't get20·

·answers to those questions.··So I've talked with Bruce21·

·Byron; he's going to take those questions and give me22·

·answers to them, and I will post those questions to the23·

·River Place homeowners on Next Door and also put them on24·

·our website before we make any formal comment.25·
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• Assess potential benefits of detention and/or other drainage improvements at: 

o Bullick Hollow intersection and RM2222 section where project is planning drainage 
improvements with discharge on or near Water Treatment Plant No. 4. 

o For new and existing pavement on 2222 east of 620 for areas that drain to Bull Creek. 

• Do City regulations apply to portions of project on City ROW? 

• Water quality basin (sed/fil) with stilling basin and level spreader at RM2222 drainage near 
Ribelin tributary headwaters where erosion is anticipated to continue and be exacerbated by 
road.  Consider treatment of existing pavement and potential cost participation of CoA if 
benefits show priority. WPD sent TXDOT the site plan sheets and photographs of the structure 
built at the Concordia University campus in order to share design information for a stormwater 
control structure that is working effectively. 

• The City isn’t aware that the long term function and water quality benefits of PFC have been 
analyzed, and we’re not aware of TxDoT long term maintenance and replacement program for 
PFC, we’d like to discuss how this system will maintain stated performance levels over time.  

• City may be able to cost share and/or provide technical expertise for water quality and 
detention improvements that serve a large enough area and provide downstream benefits. 

• WPD recommends excavation of the sinkhole feature, identified as feature F-18, and several 
other features in the Karst and Hydrogeological and Biological Technical Report (June 2017), 
located in the ROW of the bypass in order to determine the full extent of the features.  The 
feature has been identified as a Critical Environmental Feature under City of Austin 
ordinances and has a designated buffer area per the existing site plan (High Pointe Village, 
SPC-2007-0466C).   

o To protect the possible cave and its recharge function, we encourage TXDOT to 
evaluate a design of roadway that would be slightly elevated to maintain natural 
surface water flow paths to the cave and recharge area.   

• Inclusion of an “Environmental Compliance Plan” and 3rd party environmental compliance 
manager similar to CTRMA’s on SH45SW, which was somewhat based on the City’s Water 
Treatment Plant No. 4 Environmental Commissioning Plan, to minimize risk of environmental 
problems during construction. The City would be happy to share our expertise in developing a 
plan for this project. 
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·Travis County Commissioner Bridgett Shea who came in·1·

·here during the break.··And Commissioner, in the back,·2·

·thank you for coming tonight.·3·

· · · · · · · ·              Again, all comments that we receive are·4·

·going to be part of the record.··Our first speaker·5·

·tonight is going to be Austin City Council member Jimmy·6·

·Flannigan, District 6.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. FLANNIGAN:··Thank you.··It's a little·8·

·awkward to have to face front.··So I get to cheat, but·9·

·nobody else gets to cheat but me.··My name is Jimmy10·

·Flannigan.··I am the city council member for the City of11·

·Austin for this part of town, for District 6.··I'm very12·

·excited to see this project moving forward, and the13·

·City's contribution to this project, seven and a half14·

·million dollars that was included in our 2016 mobility15·

·bonds.··So for your friends and neighbors that are City16·

·of Austin property taxpayers, please thank them because17·

·their votes are enabling this project to move forward.18·

· · · · · · · ·              I think there are other issues that this --19·

·this part of town is facing.··So my office in20·

·partnership with the West Austin Chamber of Commerce is21·

·also forming the Four Points Task Force.··We're going to22·

·look at other traffic issues, but not just traffic23·

·issues.··We're going to look at recreation facilities24·

·and other types of issues that I'm hearing from the25·
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·community, so we can have a robust and complete voice·1·

·for this part of town for what's -- for the decisions·2·

·that are being made in downtown Austin.·3·

· · · · · · · ·              So if you want to -- I'm going to stick·4·

·around if you want to come talk to me.··You can also·5·

·check out my website for the district, atxd6.org,·6·

·atxd6.org, and you can find out more about what we're up·7·

·to and the hour -- the hours for my field office on·8·

·Anderson Mill Road which we have staffed with volunteers·9·

·five days a week.··So I'll stick around.··But I'm10·

·excited to see this project, and I know many of you are,11·

·too.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··All right.··Thank you.13·

·Bridgett Shea.14·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. SHEA:··Hi, and thanks everyone for15·

·being here.··We have been working since I got elected in16·

·2015 to try and make sure that there's funding for this17·

·project, and we are pretty certain now, thanks probably18·

·to the -- the voters for the City of Austin who approved19·

·the -- the road bonds.··The City match is there, and20·

·we've been working with the County.··But I -- I've now21·

·confirmed that either through CAMPO or through TxDOT or22·

·both, the rest of the funding is there for this project23·

·so it's -- it's taken a while.24·

· · · · · · · ·              We appreciate everybody's patience.··But I25·

COURT REPORTERS CLEARINGHOUSE
(512) 732-1805



TxDOT PUBLIC HEARING - October 26, 2017

Page 23

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Elaina Fowler.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. FOWLER:··Hello.··I'm Elaina Fowler.··I·2·

·am a resident of the City Park neighborhood.··And I'm·3·

·glad that the collaborate effort is going on for this·4·

·particular project and that is actually helping to deal·5·

·with some of the congestion in the area.·6·

· · · · · · · ·              My concerns are for -- I know there is a --·7·

·I was talking to the gentleman back there.··There's a·8·

·part of the project that precedes this project for the·9·

·three lanes up to the -- the new bypass area before that10·

·can actually be built, I believe, and my concern is that11·

·particular point.··It's because when you get off of 360,12·

·you hit Jester, which is that light, and then the next13·

·light there is Bell Mountain.··Well, my concern is that14·

·when you hit off of there and you hit that light, I15·

·think when they hit that with the three lanes that are16·

·widened, I don't know if that's really going to ease the17·

·congestion to the point where people won't take a18·

·shortcut through City Park Road, around through River19·

·Place and just end up with a backlog through a20·

·neighborhood that's never had that kind of density21·

·traffic and then also intersect into your new part22·

·coming out, also causing us not to have an exit should23·

·we have an emergency.24·

· · · · · · · ·              So I was wondering, have you-all looked at25·
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·that scenario going around?··Even though you're easing·1·

·one congested point, but you may inadvertently create·2·

·another going through a neighborhood, two neighborhoods·3·

·that never had that kind of incident.·4·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.·5·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Erick Benz.·6·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BENZ:··Good evening.··I'm Erick Benz.·7·

·I've worked over here at the Three Amasca (phonetic)·8·

·Center.··I live in the Canyon Creek neighborhood.··My·9·

·son plays soccer in the Steiner Ranch area and I'm a10·

·frequent traveller by car, foot and bike in the area11·

·impacted by the proposed changes.··I'm also a12·

·transportation cyclist; means I ride my bike to work13·

·every day.14·

· · · · · · · ·              I have a few things I'd like to offer in15·

·this discussion.··One is, we're seeing incremental16·

·improvements, but the infrastructure in the area is17·

·totally lacking and not safe for walking and biking.18·

·This needs to change.··For instance, getting here to the19·

·schools on McNeil Boulevard are totally in accessible in20·

·walking and biking for the students who attend these21·

·schools.··There is no safe route to school and this22·

·needs to change.··Walking and biking are both healthy23·

·alternatives that need to be made accessible to the24·

·students for both health and safety reasons.25·
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· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Jeremy Linton.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. LINTON:··Hello.··I'm a driver on 2222,·2·

·like I suspect a lot of other people here are, and I·3·

·think it's wonderful that we're talking about this·4·

·problem, but, frankly, at the end of the day I don't·5·

·think a bypass road is really going to help the·6·

·solution.··I think it's just going to move the problem·7·

·somewhere else.·8·

· · · · · · · ·              You know, like the initial turn lane we·9·

·talked about many years ago by the Walgreen's, the10·

·intention was to have a merge lane, an extra lane there,11·

·but as soon as, you know, people started fighting that,12·

·you know, what you end up with, a stop light.··So I13·

·think that the priorities need to be focused on actually14·

·solving the problem instead of moving them around.15·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Gloria Gonzales.17·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. GONZALES:··Hello.··I'm Gloria Gonzalez.18·

·I'm a parent of Leander ISD students.··And while I19·

·appreciate the City looking into this area and20·

·addressing traffic in that intersection, I think what21·

·has to be done first is address the traffic getting into22·

·our school.23·

· · · · · · · ·              While this road is being built, there's24·

·going to be a lot of -- while this construction is25·
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·occurring, there's going to be road closures, there's·1·

·going to be lane reductions, and that means it's going·2·

·to be even harder for our kids to get into Vandergrift·3·

·and to Four Points area with only one road.··And so·4·

·while I appreciate the efforts to help with this·5·

·intersection, I think that we really can't -- we·6·

·shouldn't be looking at causing more construction on·7·

·2222 until there is some other way to get our kids to·8·

·Vandergrift and Four Points Middle School.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.10·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Ms. Gonzales was our last11·

·speaker who signed up for today.12·

· · · · · · · ·              All comments received tonight as well as13·

·those received by November 10th will be summarized,14·

·analyzed and responded to in a report.··They will be15·

·made to -- available to the public off of the project16·

·website.··There are details in your packet.··And they17·

·will be addressed in the final environmental document.18·

· · · · · · · ·              This concludes our Public Hearing.··I want19·

·to thank you for attending.··The time is now 7:43.··The20·

·hearing is officially adjourned.··Goodnight.21·

·22·

·23·

·24·

·25·
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· · · · · · · ·              Again, the other point I'd make is that·1·

·time is of the urgency here.··Students are being·2·

·impacted every day.··Teachers and families.··And we're·3·

·literally talking about not just the loss of·4·

·productivity, but lack -- lack of opportunity.··In many·5·

·cases, folks literally feel trapped in their·6·

·neighborhoods, and they cannot leave for several hours·7·

·of the day because of the current conditions.·8·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Meagan and Caitlin Henry.10·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··Good evening.··My name is Megan11·

·Henry.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··And I'm Skylar Joseph.··We are13·

·both freshmen here at Vandergrift.14·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··And I'm Caitlin Henry.15·

·I am a sixth grader at Canyon Ridge Middle School.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··We would like to express our17·

·support for the bypass road project.18·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··There are many reasons why19·

·this project is important, but for us, safety is our20·

·biggest concern.21·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··The addition of the median will22·

·reduce the known hazards that exist in head-on23·

·collisions.24·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··The bypass will provide25·
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·additional safety for students by increasing access for·1·

·those students and first responders on an every-day·2·

·basis as well as in the case of an emergency.·3·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··We ask that you please·4·

·move forward with this project as soon as possible.·5·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··Thank you for your time and·6·

·kind consideration.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··Thank you for your time and·8·

·kind consideration.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··Thank you for your time10·

·and kind consideration.11·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Debbie Pegary.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. PEGARY:··I don't have any comments13·

·right now.14·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.15·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Naren Chilukuri.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. CHILUKURI:··Yes, sir.··Thank you, my17·

·name is Naren Chilukuri.··I'm going to take this out.··I18·

·live in Steiner Ranch since 2004.19·

· · · · · · · ·              I'm going to give you a small story.··I20·

·went around entire Steiner -- entire Austin looking for21·

·homes, and I finally settled down in Steiner because I22·

·love it.··I do, too.··I love it to the extent that I23·

·used to say, still say I'm going to have my tombstone in24·

·Steiner, because I love Steiner.25·
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· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Jeremy Linton.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. LINTON:··Hello.··I'm a driver on 2222,·2·

·like I suspect a lot of other people here are, and I·3·

·think it's wonderful that we're talking about this·4·

·problem, but, frankly, at the end of the day I don't·5·

·think a bypass road is really going to help the·6·

·solution.··I think it's just going to move the problem·7·

·somewhere else.·8·

· · · · · · · ·              You know, like the initial turn lane we·9·

·talked about many years ago by the Walgreen's, the10·

·intention was to have a merge lane, an extra lane there,11·

·but as soon as, you know, people started fighting that,12·

·you know, what you end up with, a stop light.··So I13·

·think that the priorities need to be focused on actually14·

·solving the problem instead of moving them around.15·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Gloria Gonzales.17·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. GONZALES:··Hello.··I'm Gloria Gonzalez.18·

·I'm a parent of Leander ISD students.··And while I19·

·appreciate the City looking into this area and20·

·addressing traffic in that intersection, I think what21·

·has to be done first is address the traffic getting into22·

·our school.23·

· · · · · · · ·              While this road is being built, there's24·

·going to be a lot of -- while this construction is25·
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· · · · · · · ·              Thank you very much.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Jaime Nassar.·2·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. NASSAR:··Thanks.··I live in Steiner·3·

·Ranch, and my wife teaches at Vandergrift.··So this is·4·

·very important to us.·5·

· · · · · · · ·              And let me first start by saying, you know,·6·

·I do support the work, and I think the bypass road is a·7·

·good start.··And -- however, I do think the way you're·8·

·presenting it is a bit misleading.··To say that you are·9·

·reducing traffic or the future traffic hours by10·

·50 percent is not the case.··What you're doing is really11·

·limiting the growth to only 50 percent, if you're going12·

·to go from a million hours to 1.5 million hours of13·

·driving.··So all you're doing is limiting the work --14·

·the traffic, and it's only going to get worse.15·

· · · · · · · ·              The goal of this program should be a net16·

·zero or some type of deduction.··So it seems to me that17·

·once again we are not planning for the future, but18·

·rather trying to just do a Band-Aid, and that's not19·

·going to get what we need.20·

· · · · · · · ·              Thanks.21·

· · · · · · · ·              Now, concerning -- what's also concerning22·

·to me is that you're not adding any lanes to the -- the23·

·620.··You know, there seems to be plenty of room to do24·

·so.··And, again, it's a concern to me that you were25·
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·spending all this time and money and not going to do·1·

·anything to expand the lanes.··You're not even going to·2·

·pour any asphalt.··You're going to create a new lane by·3·

·reducing the turn lane and whatever else may -- to -- to·4·

·limit that expense.··And this just leads to more safety·5·

·concern.·6·

· · · · · · · ·              Now, you're bringing two high-speed lanes·7·

·closer together which then only could invite more·8·

·accidents.··So there's a safety concern there that,·9·

·again, could be helped solved by adding lanes, not just10·

·by trying to manipulate what's there now.11·

· · · · · · · ·              And, lastly, the environmental concerns are12·

·valued.··I understand that, and -- and I'm not trying to13·

·diminish that.··But when we start putting that ahead of14·

·our families and our family's safety, that's a big15·

·concern to me, right.··We have to take care of our16·

·families first.··And reading things in the paper to17·

·saying things like Vandergrift U or LISD U before they18·

·put the Vandergrift school there is not helping the19·

·matter.··The bottom line is the school's there.··We need20·

·to lessen the traffic, increase the safety.··And we can21·

·do this in multiple ways by looking at a complete plan22·

·on how we're going to be successful in this, and not23·

·looking at Band-Aids.24·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.25·
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·additional safety for students by increasing access for·1·

·those students and first responders on an every-day·2·

·basis as well as in the case of an emergency.·3·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··We ask that you please·4·

·move forward with this project as soon as possible.·5·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··Thank you for your time and·6·

·kind consideration.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··Thank you for your time and·8·

·kind consideration.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··Thank you for your time10·

·and kind consideration.11·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Debbie Pegary.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. PEGARY:··I don't have any comments13·

·right now.14·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.15·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Naren Chilukuri.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. CHILUKURI:··Yes, sir.··Thank you, my17·

·name is Naren Chilukuri.··I'm going to take this out.··I18·

·live in Steiner Ranch since 2004.19·

· · · · · · · ·              I'm going to give you a small story.··I20·

·went around entire Steiner -- entire Austin looking for21·

·homes, and I finally settled down in Steiner because I22·

·love it.··I do, too.··I love it to the extent that I23·

·used to say, still say I'm going to have my tombstone in24·

·Steiner, because I love Steiner.25·
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·community, so we can have a robust and complete voice·1·

·for this part of town for what's -- for the decisions·2·

·that are being made in downtown Austin.·3·

· · · · · · · ·              So if you want to -- I'm going to stick·4·

·around if you want to come talk to me.··You can also·5·

·check out my website for the district, atxd6.org,·6·

·atxd6.org, and you can find out more about what we're up·7·

·to and the hour -- the hours for my field office on·8·

·Anderson Mill Road which we have staffed with volunteers·9·

·five days a week.··So I'll stick around.··But I'm10·

·excited to see this project, and I know many of you are,11·

·too.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··All right.··Thank you.13·

·Bridgett Shea.14·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. SHEA:··Hi, and thanks everyone for15·

·being here.··We have been working since I got elected in16·

·2015 to try and make sure that there's funding for this17·

·project, and we are pretty certain now, thanks probably18·

·to the -- the voters for the City of Austin who approved19·

·the -- the road bonds.··The City match is there, and20·

·we've been working with the County.··But I -- I've now21·

·confirmed that either through CAMPO or through TxDOT or22·

·both, the rest of the funding is there for this project23·

·so it's -- it's taken a while.24·

· · · · · · · ·              We appreciate everybody's patience.··But I25·

COURT REPORTERS CLEARINGHOUSE
(512) 732-1805



TxDOT PUBLIC HEARING - October 26, 2017

Page 21

·feel like this has been a great collaborative effort·1·

·with TxDOT and the County and the City and the·2·

·neighborhoods in the community to -- to try and ease the·3·

·congestion burden at this intersection.··So we're·4·

·excited to see the progress that's being made.··We're·5·

·interested to hear your comments.··I know there are some·6·

·concerns here, and I'm -- I'm hoping that those are·7·

·going to be addressed.··But I really just appreciate·8·

·everybody coming out and -- and having democracy in·9·

·action right here.10·

· · · · · · · ·              If anyone needs to contact my office, I11·

·will be available.··I've got cards as well.··You can go12·

·to the Travis County website and all of our e-mails are13·

·online there.··That's probably the easiest way to do it.14·

·The spelling of my name is a little unusual.··But if you15·

·go to the Travis County website, you can get all of our16·

·contact information there.17·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank y'all so much.18·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Robert Abbott.··And here19·

·after, please face forward, because it really does help20·

·the court reporter to ensure that they get your comments21·

·accurately.22·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. ABBOTT:··Good evening.··My name is23·

·Robert Abbott, fire chief of Travis County Esd 6, Lake24·

·Travis Fire Rescue.··We're here, I say myself appointed25·
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·speeds we're seeing on FM 620 and by extension the roads·1·

·people use to get on and off 620, that's McNeil, River·2·

·Place, Steiner Ranch, they're not safe.··First, FM 620·3·

·is not a freeway.··There are -- is uncontrolled access·4·

·being made on both sides of the roadway.··This leads to·5·

·side impact collisions at high speeds, rollovers and·6·

·head-on collisions.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              The road design we have on FM 620 does not·8·

·support safe motor vehicle travel speeds at more than 35·9·

·miles an hour.··The road is just not designed for it.10·

·If we eliminate the bottlenecks and roundabouts, and set11·

·a signal light so there are reduced speeds, we could12·

·have less death and injury and times that are reasonable13·

·and appropriate.14·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you for listening.··Hope we can work15·

·together to make a safer and more livable community.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Aaron Sher.17·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. SHER:··Hello.··I'm Aaron Sher.··I own18·

·Action Marine on 2222.··So I'm a business that will be19·

·affected by this whole thing.··And I'm kind of -- just20·

·kind of shook up about how you even address this because21·

·some of the biggest problems on 2222 aren't even being22·

·addressed.23·

· · · · · · · ·              If you look, constantly, the accidents are24·

·in front of Target.··That's the only place you're25·
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·letting me have access to and from 2222 on both sides.·1·

·Another big problem on 2222 is people coming out of·2·

·H-E-B, crossing over 2222 and blocking 2222 off.··It·3·

·will back up traffic for blocks.··One person can do it.·4·

·If you'd put -- if you'd put the median up there and let·5·

·traffic only stay on the right side, when they can't·6·

·cross over, it will open up 2222.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              You're putting the crossover right now over·8·

·where Heritage Body is, and that's going to leave you at·9·

·traffic.··And you're still doing the stuff on 2222.··Can10·

·you just do, you know, the -- the crossover and see how11·

·traffic flows on 2222.··Not do all the medians.12·

· · · · · · · ·              I mean, that's my big concern, is that13·

·you're going to just -- the one big problem is Target.14·

·You're leaving that there.··The other big problem is15·

·people coming out of H-E-B and crossing over and16·

·blocking all the traffic going on to 620 going towards17·

·Mansfield.··And, you know, you can either address those18·

·issues -- you're not doing that at all.··I don't19·

·understand.20·

· · · · · · · ·              I mean, we've met with TxDOT and talked21·

·with them, but there's no -- there have not been any22·

·changes and, you know -- I don't know if you're not23·

·going out there at 6 o'clock and watching traffic.24·

·Two days ago there was an accident right in front of25·
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·Target.··Every week there's multiple accidents there,·1·

·and that -- that's not being addressed.··And it's not·2·

·even Target's fault.··That's the only way to get out·3·

·from there.··And then it's going to literally be the·4·

·only way at that point.··So everybody from -- who's at·5·

·H-E-B, everyone who's at all the businesses, they'll be·6·

·going out at that spot which has no light and it's going·7·

·to cause multiple problems.··It's going to make it even·8·

·worse than it is right now.··So, I mean, that's --·9·

·that's my big concerns.10·

· · · · · · · ·              So thank you.11·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Roy Waley.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. WALEY:··My name is Roy Waley.··I am the13·

·conservation chair for the Austin Regional Group of the14·

·Sierra Club and I lived on Comanche Trail in the early15·

·'80s, and so I've really seen the changes out here.··Our16·

·biggest problem back then was just getting past Hippie17·

·Hollow so we could get out to 620 and get into town in18·

·about 15 minutes, which is shorter than the time you19·

·have to spend at the intersection now.20·

· · · · · · · ·              Our prime concern, as the Sierra Club, the21·

·oldest environmental organization in the world, has to22·

·do with the BCP, as this skirts the perimeter of the23·

·BCP.··And there are some cave entrances fairly close to24·

·the right-of-way.25·
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·work, and I -- I think it's a nightmare.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Brian Thompto.·2·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. THOMPTO:··Hi.··My name is Brian·3·

·Thompto.··I'm chairman of the Steiner Ranch Neighborhood·4·

·Association representing neighborhoods and the HOAs·5·

·between Lake Travis and Lake Austin, and I'd like to·6·

·offer very strong support for this project.·7·

· · · · · · · ·              As the previous gentleman mentioned, today·8·

·we're in a situation where, you know, thousands of·9·

·motorists are dealing with stifled traffic on 620 and10·

·2222.··Our students, our parents, the folks that live11·

·out here have to commute through that intersection.··Of12·

·course, through the topology, 620 and 2222, that13·

·intersection, those arteries are just critical, and14·

·they're bursting at the seams.··I can easily sit there15·

·for 30 minutes just to get from Steiner Ranch to 2222 in16·

·the morning.··I can sit up to another 10 minutes just to17·

·get to 2222 depending on the day, and it's absolutely --18·

·these improvements are absolutely needed to address this19·

·issue.20·

· · · · · · · ·              I point out that, of course, this project21·

·will not work without its corresponding project which22·

·will widen 2222 and also widen the intersection at River23·

·Place Boulevard and 2222.··So obviously these two go24·

·hand in hand.··And we are really looking forward to the25·
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·relief they will provide.·1·

· · · · · · · ·              I'd like to also offer up that it's going·2·

·to be quite critical given that it will now be multiple·3·

·intersect -- multiple lights involved in orchestrating·4·

·traffic through these new intersections and the existing·5·

·intersections, that the most advanced technology·6·

·available be employed in order to make sure that the·7·

·traffic signalling can adapt to the circumstances at·8·

·hand.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              We of course have a high school in the10·

·area.··We have large employers.··We of course have11·

·school on and off days and many other events that drive12·

·erratic traffic patterns, and the kind of archaic13·

·traffic signalling that we have going on today which was14·

·developed decades ago using signals in the ground and15·

·light timing is simply not going to be anywhere close to16·

·adequate to deal with the complexity of the new17·

·situation.18·

· · · · · · · ·              I'm confident that -- that the technology19·

·that's available can orchestrate traffic through these20·

·intersections.··I've seen it in simulations.··But to21·

·make it happen in practice under varying conditions, I22·

·would ask that you not only do this project very23·

·rapidly, but do it with the latest technology to adapt24·

·with adaptive signaling.25·
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· · · · · · · ·              Again, the other point I'd make is that·1·

·time is of the urgency here.··Students are being·2·

·impacted every day.··Teachers and families.··And we're·3·

·literally talking about not just the loss of·4·

·productivity, but lack -- lack of opportunity.··In many·5·

·cases, folks literally feel trapped in their·6·

·neighborhoods, and they cannot leave for several hours·7·

·of the day because of the current conditions.·8·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.·9·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Meagan and Caitlin Henry.10·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··Good evening.··My name is Megan11·

·Henry.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··And I'm Skylar Joseph.··We are13·

·both freshmen here at Vandergrift.14·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. CAITLIN HENRY:··And I'm Caitlin Henry.15·

·I am a sixth grader at Canyon Ridge Middle School.16·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··We would like to express our17·

·support for the bypass road project.18·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··There are many reasons why19·

·this project is important, but for us, safety is our20·

·biggest concern.21·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. HENRY:··The addition of the median will22·

·reduce the known hazards that exist in head-on23·

·collisions.24·

· · · · · · · ·              MS. JOSEPH:··The bypass will provide25·
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·Target.··Every week there's multiple accidents there,·1·

·and that -- that's not being addressed.··And it's not·2·

·even Target's fault.··That's the only way to get out·3·

·from there.··And then it's going to literally be the·4·

·only way at that point.··So everybody from -- who's at·5·

·H-E-B, everyone who's at all the businesses, they'll be·6·

·going out at that spot which has no light and it's going·7·

·to cause multiple problems.··It's going to make it even·8·

·worse than it is right now.··So, I mean, that's --·9·

·that's my big concerns.10·

· · · · · · · ·              So thank you.11·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Roy Waley.12·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. WALEY:··My name is Roy Waley.··I am the13·

·conservation chair for the Austin Regional Group of the14·

·Sierra Club and I lived on Comanche Trail in the early15·

·'80s, and so I've really seen the changes out here.··Our16·

·biggest problem back then was just getting past Hippie17·

·Hollow so we could get out to 620 and get into town in18·

·about 15 minutes, which is shorter than the time you19·

·have to spend at the intersection now.20·

· · · · · · · ·              Our prime concern, as the Sierra Club, the21·

·oldest environmental organization in the world, has to22·

·do with the BCP, as this skirts the perimeter of the23·

·BCP.··And there are some cave entrances fairly close to24·

·the right-of-way.25·

COURT REPORTERS CLEARINGHOUSE
(512) 732-1805



TxDOT PUBLIC HEARING - October 26, 2017

Page 29

· · · · · · · ·              What we ask is that since the water flow·1·

·will be diverted by the bypass, is that it be a raised·2·

·bypass, not a -- not an elevated bypass, but a raised·3·

·bed bypass and have the water catchment on the uphill·4·

·side of that, and then have a vegetated catchment strip·5·

·on the BCP side of it.·6·

· · · · · · · ·              It would be wonderful if we could have some·7·

·sound abatement for the avian species and -- and the·8·

·BCP, and that could be something as simple as a row of·9·

·trees.10·

· · · · · · · ·              The other thing I've been asked to mention11·

·this evening is to ask that you have variable12·

·directional lanes.··In other words, have four lanes13·

·coming off of 620 going to 2222 in the mornings, and14·

·then switch those lanes as needed and not give a cut, a15·

·driveway cut onto the property, what I consider uphill16·

·from the road.··I certainly sympathize with everyone17·

·that has to deal with the traffic out here and I hope18·

·we're able to find a solution to that that will also19·

·protect our environment.20·

· · · · · · · ·              Thank you.21·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BISHOP:··Glenn Borkland.22·

· · · · · · · ·              MR. BORKLAND:··Well, my name is Glenn23·

·Borkland and I've been in the body shop business from --24·

·since 1970 or so, and I've got Heritage Body and Frame.25·
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From: Jon White
To: Shelly Eason
Cc: Todd Bayless; Melinda Mallia; Linda Laack
Subject: RM620/2222 Bypass
Date: Friday, November 10, 2017 5:22:33 PM

Shelly,

I was unable to find an email address that worked properly for the submizsion of comments.
 So, I am using yours!

TxDOT Austin District Office
RM 2222/RM 620 PH Comment
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, Texas 78761

November 10, 2017

Travis County staff welcome the opportunity to comment on the Environmental Assessment
 for the RM 2222/RM 620 Bypass project. We have also appreciated the opportunity to meet
 with TXDOT staff and representatives to discuss the project. We are particularly interested in
 potential effects of the project on the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve and the various
 endangered species in the area. In addition, we are concerned about effects on water quality
 along with effects on the Jollyville Plateau Salamander.
Comments:

Travis County staff are generally supportive of the project which will alleviate traffic
 congestion and associated adverse air quality impacts. The overall design is sensitive to
 proximity to the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve.
In general, the Environment Assessment accurately states potential impacts to
 endangered karst invertebrate localities and addresses proper responses to when new
 karst features are discovered in the project area. 
Page 37: Karst Species Commitments – The actions described are acceptable. Travis
 County staff are supportive of considerations that will be made to prevent introduction
 of tawny crazy ants to the area.
Page 76 Figure 4:  The information presented is not accurate. The figure does not
 include Geode Cave as a locality for the Bone Cave harvestman, Tooth Cave spider, and
 Tooth Cave ground beetle.  Also, other localities shown on figure do not accurately
 reflect all endangered karst species at these caves.
While it appears that permeable friction course (PFC) has water quality benefits, these
 benefits are

not well documented and
transitory without a commitment to ongoing maintenance of the PFC.

Travis County staff recommend that additional water quality strategies be

mailto:Jon.White@traviscountytx.gov
mailto:Shelly.Eason@txdot.gov
mailto:Todd.Bayless@traviscountytx.gov
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 employed in addition to the PFC and that TXDOT commits to regular replacement
 of the PFC.

We especially recommend additional water quality controls at the crossing of the
 headwaters of Bull Creek.

Finally, we believe that the draft Biological Assessment submitted to US Fish and Wildlife
 Service should have been provided in support of the EA.
We look forward to continuing coordination with TXDOT on this important project.
 
Yours truly,
Jon A White
Director, Natural Resources and Environmental Quality Division 
Travis County TNR
512/854-7212
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