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PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE MATRIX

Comment 

#
Last Name First Name

Date 

Received
Source Intersection Comment Topic Response

1 Allum Dean & 

Margaret

na Comment 

Form 

(mailed)

Both This regards the highest utilized side road between the two intersections, Old 71, 

(State Route 335). The east and west intersections of Old 71 with Hwy 71 are already 

traffic challenges for drivers. Our concern is that increased Old 71 traffic plus lack of 

interruptions in the traffic flow of traffic of Hwy 71 will result in more vehicular 

accidents. Please modify the design to include longer merge and median left turn 

lanes. We recommend that most of the construction also occurs at night to avoid 

commuter delays in both directions. Thank you for your time.

The situation has been assessed and for the design, closing specific median 

cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

2 Anonymous 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

The Pope Bend intersection changes are very much needed due to the high volume of 

cars that run the red lights, the lack of driver/student awareness @ the stop sign by the 

Exxon, the # of cars that don't stop or yield to cars turning at the lights onto South 

Pope Bend in the lane (turn) in front of station. The Following is of great concern with 

the plan! 

*Please do away with the telephone (?) building by the Exxon, enforce stopping at 

feeder road by South Pope Bend. Even though stop signs are up, people DO NOT look 

@ signs! 

*Put lights up please! Enforce one way to 2-way lane changes on West Union Chapel 

where directions change, Signs will be ignored + people will go down the wrong way! 

Put up flashing lights on Union Chapell & South Pope Bend Rd for school zones beg + 

ending. People do not even know signs are on South Pope Bend & Union Chapell has 

no school zone. Put up an acceleration lane as cars make turnaround to East of 

Stillforest. Otherwise that traffic will turn directly into lanes of traffic. 

*Traffic @ station is a mess all around. Better way to accommodate is (illegible) .

Thank you for your input and support of the project.

*1) The plans currently include right-of-way acquisition that will relocate the 

building to provide clear sight distance at this corner. 

*2) The intersection traffic projections for several years into the future do not 

justify signals so the current plan will be to control the intersections of the 

frontage roads at Pope Bend with stop signs. 

At the change from two-way to one-way, it will be signed similar to a freeway 

ramp with DO NO ENTER signs, stop signs, one-way signs, and pavement 

markings that clearly communicate a one-way operation starts.  Revise 

schematic to reduce to one lane operation where head to head occurs

A 20 mph School zone condition will be reviewed in the final plans.

An acceleration lane at the median crossing near Still Forrest will be investigated 

Update schematic to include accel lane for final.

We can coordinate with the county commissioner on future improvement 

options.

3 Barlin Peter na Comment 

Form 

(mailed)

Tucker Hill 

Lane

We must keep our approach, it will kill our business if not. We just expanded. Comment noted and access accommodation is being assessed.

4 Beck Anne 5/22/18 Verbal 

Comment

Not Indicated My name is Anne Beck, A-n-n-e B-e-c-k, and I live in The Colony, which is on down the 

road. Okay.  And my concern is the south access road at the high school.  Right now, it 

is functioning beautifully as a two-way situation lane so that you can travel either from 

the south -- I mean, from the east or the west on it.  And it is my hope that that will be 

recognized as a necessity into the high school and will not be changed into a one-way 

situation just going east.  Okay, that's all. 

The overall - would one of these gentlemen know? (Reporter - A lot better than I would. 

I'm just taking down statements to be added to the transcript of the meeting.) Okay.  

I just wonder if the overall goal is to do away with all the stop lights on 71 by replacing 

them with overpasses, or if these are just two critical points that the Highway 

Department has decided needs addressing at the moment.  And I guess by going to 

the Web site, would I probably be able to find out this information? (Reporter - I would 

think so, or getting to one of the maps.) Well, see I have the map here but.. See, this 

tells me that the overpasses are going to be here, and it does not indicate what's going 

to go on further on down the road and what's going to happen. So, okay. Okay. Thank 

you, dear. I appreciate you doing this for me.

We understand your concern on converting the two-way frontage road to a one-

way operation.  It will be done as safely as possible following good signing and 

pavement marking practices.

While it was not part of the presentation here, there is also a full corridor study 

addressing some of the questions you raised. This conceptual work and 

information will be made available at a later time.
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Comment 

#
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Date 

Received
Source Intersection Comment Topic Response

5 Doss Allen 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Not Indicated Neither  -- West of Tucker Hill!

River Timber & Caldwell Lane residents headed to Bastrop (east) must turn left on 71 

from Albert Brown across Hwy 71. The only openings to cross are traffic gaps created 

by the Tucker Hill Light headed west. Once the Tucker Hill overpass is complete there 

will be no gap in traffic to allow safe passage across Hwy 71. 

You are creating an unsafe, grossly negligent traffic situation for a couple of hundred 

people that must cross 71. You will be to blame for the murders that happen at Albert 

Brown & 71.

TxDOT will continue to monitor the situation as the projects are completed.

Drivers from Albert Brown that need to go east could travel west to the median 

crossing at Richards Rd, then u-turn to travel east. 

6 Haney

L Triple J LLC

Jami and Larry 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

1. Concerned about westbound access to Hwy 71 from our property. Difficult for RVs to 

cut across a highway without any lights.

2. There is a TxDOT approved driveway between our driveway & property to east.

3. Will addresses on Union Chapel change?

RV traffic could travel the frontage road east towards Bastrop to make a cross-

over similar to what they do today Union Chapel.

Address changes should be coordinated with the County 911 office.

7 Killingsworth Rebecca 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Both 1. Please put no right on red signs to prevent accidents until overpasses are complete.

2. Speed limit needs to be lowered through Wildwood.

Our District traffic section can evaluate this situation for both comments.

8 Koslosky

HOA 

President of 

The Forest of 

Colorado 

Crossing

Don

(Jess Tippie and 

Don Loucks)

5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

Where Old 71 East meets Hwy 71 - you need the access road to extend to Old 71 and 

be 2 way. Currently there is a long wait to cross 71 to turn east, most people only get 

out when the light changes. Currently houses are 72 lots in the forest, 400 lots in the 

river, and just started 400 lots in Double Eagle. There are another 200-300 non-

subdivision houses. 

Either extend 2 way access road, or at a minimum close the median cross over so 

traffic must turn west and then u-turn at next crossover with extended turn lanes.

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

Closing specific median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-

turn will be the recommended solution.

9 Lange Mary Beth 5/25/18 Email Not Indicated Please consider the amount of development in the neighborhoods along old Hwy 71 

(River Crossing, new 500+ homes in Double Eagle, Estate Row, etc.).  It is extremely 

dangerous and difficult to enter and exit old Hwy 71.  Possible to make 71 a freeway 

with access roads?  Need to factor this amount of development into plans 

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

10 Lasko Paula 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

TxDOT is creating unsafe driving hazard by not allowing a twoway access road from the 

east entrance of old 71 to the Pope Bend flyover. Light is in process of being installed 

at Wolf Lane - this is going to create unsafe hazard when traffic does not stop from 

Bastrop using the 2 flyovers Pope Bend/ Tucker then 1 mile traffic is going to 

encounter this traffic light. 

The light being installed at Wolf Lane is a flashing yellow.

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

11 Lasko Stephen 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

Access to Hwy 71 from Old 71 east entrance will be extremely dangerous with out a 

traffic light, which would allow traffic to turn east, without having to cross a constant 

traffic stream. Another alternative which would be faster and safer, would be a two 

way access road from Old 71 to the Pope Bend overpass crossover. This would be the 

safer alternative with the new Double Eagle subdivision being built on Old 71 which 

consist of over 500 1 acre home sites which estimates another 1000 autos using Old 

71. 

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

12 Loucks Donald A. 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Both I share concerns w/ others of my subdivision and old 71 residents about old 71/71 

intersections. Note - Former County Commissioner, DPS retired, Texas Emergency 

Manager

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.
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13 Lozano Serano 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Tucker Hill 

Lane

1) Right of entry. Removed driveways.

2) Relocation of bill board.

3) Poor drainage conditions in front, now are they going to address it, if the road is 

going higher

4) Flood plain. Flood plain modifications will occur, a LOMAR will be submitted to US 

Corp of Engineers.

5) Will TxDOT rebuild our driveways at no cost to us.

6) Are any utilities proposed? Water lines? 

7) How much right of way are you considering taken.

8) Will appraised values be shared with affected properties

1) Driveway or access changes will be addressed with damages paid to land 

owners as part of the right-of-way process.

2) Bill boards may be required to be relocated as part of the right-of-way process. 

3) A drainage study was performed and no work done by TxDOT will adversely 

impact the water surface elevations.

4) A drainage study was performed and no work done by TxDOT will adversely 

impact the waters surface elevations. Further evaluation during final design will 

address flood plains if necessary.

5) Rebuilding driveways affected by the project will be done with the project 

construction.

6) Utilities will be relocated but utility owners are responsible for their own 

system improvements.

7) The environmental document shows approximately 25 Ac.

8) The appraisals developed by the State are shared with the property owners for 

their own property, but not others. 

14 Marsh

CARTS

David 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Tucker Hill 

Lane

We are completing the construction of the CARTS Lee Dildy Operations Complex at 

Tucker Hill Lane. Our entrance on SH 71 at the county line is now under construction 

and the planned "take" of property will overlap where the structure is being built. I 

would like to discuss the possibility of amending the drainage plan to reduce the 

footprint of the condemnation to preserve our entrance. 

Certain changes might be able to be coordinated during the final design process.

15 Martin Chad 6/4/18 Email Not Indicated Per the proposed plan - there are 3 neighborhoods along the Old Hwy71 entrance road 

to Hwy71. over 750 homes in 5 years, 2,000 vehicles including kids going to high 

school with no safe way to turn east and

cross Hwy71 due to constant flow traffic post construction. please assess!

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

16 Martin Chad 6/5/18 Email Not Indicated Hi Jon, i recently saw the map and layout for the proposed overpass and access roads 

for the proposed work at Pope Bend Rd on Hwy 71. My concern is for traffic leaving Old 

hwy 71 and heading east into Bastrop. currently this crossing is getting very difficult 

and dangerous due to 70mph and congested traffic. the current traffic light at Pope 

Bend allows us some sort of a break to dart out.  with this light no longer in existence, i 

fear the safety of all folks leaving this area will be in jeopardy. there are currently two 

neighborhoods (200 homes) and many houses along old hwy 71. A new neighborhood 

(500+ homes) and phamacuitical plant have just been completed. within 5 years we 

may have a total of 700+ houses and over 1,500 vehicles and large trucks entering 

and leaving via this access road. this includes families and kids traveling east on 

hwy71 to go to the high school and other schools in Bastrop. there have already been 

wrecks at this intersection. a solution would be to extend the west bound access road 

from Pope Bend to Old Hwy71. this would allow current and future traffic from Old hwy 

71 to safely get to Pope Bend and cross hwy71 under the new overpass. this will also 

allow all residents a safe exit off hwy71 to reach old hwy71, otherwise an abrupt stop 

and side shoulder exit may result in accident and a slowness in overall traffic via 

vehicles using the overpass. i ask that you please consider these issues into the final 

planning and engineering. it appears that this would be a minimal extention of the 

proposed access road. thank you for your consideration. cm

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.
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17 Martin Gwen 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

I am concerned about being able to get across Hwy 71 from Old Hwy 71. We already 

have around 1000+ cars a day coming off Hwy 71 to Old 71 and there is another 

neighborhood of 500 homes being built currenly. To decrease congestion at the stop 

sign onto Hwy71, it would be necessary to lengthen the access road from Pope Bend 

going west and make it a two-way road. 

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

18 McDonald Tom 5/22/18 Verbal 

Comment

Not Indicated We own the property catty-corner from here, Pope Bend Road and Highway 71. And 

Pope Bend is here, 71 is here (drawing), and they're going to take right-of-way like this 

(drawing), and we have a stock tank sitting here.  Okay?  And I was wondering if it's 

possible that this can be moved down to here (indicating) so that they're not taking 

part of the stock tank. Do you understand (Reporter - I do.) what I'm saying? (Reporter- 

I am writing down everything you're saying) Okay. The expanded right-of-way, if they 

could move the area that it goes north, move it a little bit further west so as to not 

impact the stock tank and the right-of- -- I mean, the driveway into the house.  Okay.  

Thank you.

The drainage has been reviewed and ROW can be revised with the intent of 

avoiding impacts to the stock tank. 

19 McManus Michelle 5/26/18 Email Not Indicated Concerning the proposed projects on SH 71 @ Tucker Hill & Pope Bend in Bastrop and 

Travis counties: There are 3 large subdivisions off of Old 71. An overpass at Pope Bend 

and Tucker Hill would make it nearly impossible to enter Hwy 71 safely. We are 

requesting a 2 way frontage road be extended past Old 71 so that residents may travel 

to Pope Bend.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

20 Morris Stephanie 5/26/18 Email Not Indicated  I am contacting you regarding the proposed projects at SH 71 East at Tucker Hill Lane 

and Pope Bend Road. With the addition of the new Double Eagle Ranch neighborhood 

adding more congestion to Old 71, please consider extending a two-way access road 

to Old 71 so those of us who live in this area can safely access SH 71 in both 

directions. Thanks.

Two-way FR's have different safety concerns than on-way, and the pros/cons 

were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way operation was 

eliminated within the project limits.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

21 Owens Norma 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Tucker Hill 

Lane

My only concern is that the creeks be cleaned out. B/c it causes the flooding in the 

areas where the projects are being implemented. The large trucks at the dry creek 

area are at our risk (causing fatality's), I wished they could and I know the turn around 

is in place and fast. Thanks for your hard work.

Comment noted.

22 Owens Kirk 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Tucker Hill 

Lane

Our community well will need access from Hwy 71 at least once a week. Comment noted and access accommodation is being assessed.
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23 Pape Judge Paul 5/22/18 Public 

Hearing 

Comment

Not Indicated Yes, thank you. Thank you for an opportunity to say a few words.  Commissioner Meuth 

just mentioned that he had another appointment to get to, so he had to leave.  But I'm 

very excited about the plans that you have laid out here tonight.  But every time you 

solve one problem, sometimes you create some others.  And so I know that TxDOT is 

going to be open to listening to the comments of my constituents and doing everything 

you can to address their concerns about safety and traffic flow in these areas. I would 

point out to all of us that when you develop traffic -- new traffic features in urbanized 

and suburbanized areas, you have to deal with what's there already, plus try to 

improve the flow of traffic. And so that's the challenge and often that's the rub of 

designing new traffic features in rural areas like this, that it takes some extra effort.  

I'm hoping, and I know that folks will give you their heartfelt feedback tonight and 

honest suggestions.  And I know your staff well enough to know, especially the Bastrop 

District Office, that you will take every word that's said seriously and that you will do all 

you can to meet everybody's concerns and at the same time make the traveling public 

safer.  So thank you for this opportunity.  And I'm going to sit and listen just like you 

are.  Thank you.

Comment noted.

24 Paquin John 5/23/18 Email Not Indicated I need to maintain my approach right next to Dry Creek, its a must please study area. 

thanks 

Comment noted and access accommodation is being assessed.

25 Paquin John (na) Comment 

Form 

(mailed)

Tucker Hill 

Lane

Im in the process of building a 26 ccer outdoor entertainment center, I have spent a lot 

of money.  I'ts a must that I keep my approach & direct access to Hwy 71

Comment noted and access accommodation is being assessed.

26 Rebman Scott 5/22/18 Public 

Hearing 

Comment

Not Indicated My name is Scott Rebman.  I'm president of the River Crossing Improvement 

Association off of Old 71. I have looked at both the Tucker Hill and the Pope Bend 

Road plans.  And my concern is at the Old 71 and at the end of Pope Bend Road going 

towards Austin.  A lot of people in the community use that direction to go towards 

Bastrop.  And now you're going to have four high-speed lanes with no traffic signal to 

give you breaks in there or anything. Also, a concern is that the other end of Old 71, if 

you had longer slowdown and acceleration lanes, and mark them as such, it might 

improve the flow of traffic also. 

Also, at the other end of Old 71 as you're going towards Bastrop, the turnout, or the 

crossover, doesn't match up either.  So maybe if that could be fixed.  But I think Judge 

Pape had come up with some good ideas.  

Maybe extend out the one-direction lane to where they can get up to speed a little 

closer, going towards the Austin way and then put an additional turnaround to where 

they could switch back and go towards Bastrop a little safer as opposed to being in the 

drop-off of the modification. So a big thing is, the turnoffs we have now aren't big 

enough because they were probably put in when the speed limit was 55 miles an hour.  

And now we're up to 70, and you've usually got some folks out there doing 75 or 

greater.  And then to try and slow down on those very short turn-ins, it's very nerve-

racking at best.  So that's all I've got.

Also, there is -- I've heard that you are all aware that there's another subdivision going 

in, the Double Eagle Ranch, which is anywhere from 500 to 750 homes.  The Forest is 

going into Section II.  So they're going to be increasing, as well as an RV park going in. 

And, you know, they are probably going to dump off at Pope Bend Road. So, you know, 

considering there are all those additional things in the future, it's hard to see 

something put in, then you have to tear out what you put in to fix it down the road.  So 

thank you very much.

Comment noted.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

Lengthening some deceleration lanes in Bastrop County outside this project's 

limits will be evaluated.

Acceleration lanes can be a consideration in the final design plans.
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27 Ruckman Gayle 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Not Indicated Would love an aesthetically pleasing overpass. Take an ex: from Phoenix/Tucson -> 

something that represents Texas!

Comment noted.

28 Schock Carl 5/26/18 Email Not Indicated We want to ensure our input for bridge plan at Pope Bend Rd. We live in River 

Crossing, off Old Hwy 71. As proposed, the service rd will end before it reaches Old 71 

entrance. This is already very dangerous, & with addition of 500 new homes, including 

all the construction vehicles, in the new Double Eagle, this is only going to get worse.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

29 Sejman

Hyatt 

Regency Lost 

Pines

Mike

(David Jacobs)

5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

The proposed layout restricts access to the resort entry drive when travel eastbound 

from Austin/airport. We average 700-800 entry/exit daily from the resort drive. We 

believe the u-turn and then immediate exit will be a hazard. Is there another option? 

Who is responsible to pay to renovate our signage and entry way which is now in the 

right of way. 

East bound traffic will u-turn at an improved turn lane beyond the overpass 

limits. Then access to the resort is maintained from the exit ramp to the frontage 

road with adequate length to decelerate for the entrance.

Impacts and damages to the improvements such as signs are assessed and 

addressed in the right-of-way acquisition process.

30 Tedrow Donald & Janet 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Both We access Hwy 71 both east and westbound from Old Hwy 71, between Tucker Hill 

and Pope Bend. Right now, those stop lights provide the ONLY!! break in traffic during 

busy periods to allow us to get across and or join the flow of traffic. Eliminating those 

lights will make it much MORE DANGERGOUS for us. Addiitonally the Double Eagle 

Ranch subdivision is supposed to add 400+ more homes to Old Hwy 71. We need a 

safe way to access or cross Hwy 71 without playing "chicken" with 75 mph traffic!!

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

31 Theophilos Chris 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

I am very concerned about how we will cross 71 going west from Old 71 with a 

continual flow of traffic. This is especially concerning with the development of the 

Double Eagle sub-division and potentially another 1,100 to 1,200 vehicles in additional 

to the vehicles from River Crossing sub-division and Old 71 residents. 

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

32 Willms Betty 5/30/18 Email Not Indicated

Were there any questions regarding the school buses stopping in the middle of the 

road and thereby forcing all traffic to repeatedly come to many complete stops? Will 

those buses be required to depart off 71 to make their regular stops? Otherwise, 

what's the point of trying to eliminate all lights from Austin to Houston?

As part of the study, TxDOT met with the school and transportation staff to 

coordinate project impacts. 

33 Wilson Jr. Benjamin E. 5/22/18 Comment 

Form

Pope Bend 

Road

Would recommend the north access road be extended to Old 71 and make it a two 

way service road. Three subdivisions off of Old 71 would be better served with this 

access back to Pope Bend and can safely cross under to access SH 71 East to Bastrop. 

While current plans allow for the current crossover at Old 71 to remain, the reality is 

that it will eventually be closed, which should with SH 71 becoming a controlled access 

highway. If the north service road remains as currently planned and Old 71 crossover is 

eventually closed, this will force residents in these large subdivisions to Tucker Hill to 

turn around to go to Bastrop. This has the potential to have a negative economic 

impact for Bastrop. This would add at least six miles for commuters to get to Bastrop. 

Two-way frontage roads have different safety concerns than one-way, and the 

pros/cons were considered during the study. From this study, the two-way 

operation was eliminated within the project limits.

The recent development has been assessed and for the design, closing specific 

median cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.

34 Zwernemann James 5/31/18 Comment 

Form

Both As a resident of the area south of Cedar Creek High School I thought the Pope Bend 

overpass was a good idea. Then it occurred to me that the current traffic light allows 

us to enger SH 71 safely while highway traffic is stopped. The overpass will change 

that, we'll have to use entrance ramps to merge with high speed traffic whether we're 

headed east or west. That traffic reoutinely flows at 75-80 mph. While the Tucker Hill 

Lane overpass will keep traffic moving through the intersection the new light at Wolf 

Lane will negate that.

The situation has been assessed and for the design, closing specific median 

cross-overs to direct traffic to a right turn followed by a u-turn will be the 

recommended solution.
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April 20, 2018 

2083 W Hwy 71 LLC 

3839 Bee Caves Rd Ste 200 

Austin, TX 78746 

RE: Public Hearing for SH 71 East at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road Projects 

Tucker Hill Lane intersection with SH 71, Travis and Bastrop Counties 

Pope Bend Road intersection with SH 71, Bastrop County 

Dear Property Owner: 

You are cordially invited to a public hearing on May 22, 2018 for two projects on State Highway 

(SH) 71 East at the intersections of Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road. The proposed 

improvements at these two intersections include overpasses and frontage road upgrades to 

alleviate congestion, improve mobility, and enhance safety in the SH 71 corridor of Travis and 

Bastrop Counties. 

The proposed improvements on both of these projects have potential impacts and will include the 

following right-of-way acquisition, but no residential displacements: 

Tucker Hill Lane intersection - 24.5 acres of right of way 

Pope Bend Road intersection - 11.09 acres of right of way 

In addition, the project requires right of way from the McKinney Roughs Nature Park, a park area 

used by the public, and is subject to Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code. The potential 

impact requires approximately 2.13 acres of right of way from the park. The Chapter 26 hearings 

for both the Tucker Hill Lane project and the Pope Bend Road project are being combined with the 

public hearing for the proposed improvements at these intersections along SH 71.  

The hearing will be held: 

May 22, 2018 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Cedar Creek High School Cafeteria 

793 Union Chapel Road 

Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

The hearing will include information and exhibits for both projects, as well as an opportunity to 

comment on both projects. The hearing will follow this timeline: 

5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.: An open house with project information will be available for review and 

project team members will be available to answer questions. 

6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.:  A public hearing, followed by a public comment period 

Property Owner Sample Letter
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If you are unable to attend the public hearing you can view the documents and exhibits at the 

TxDOT Bastrop Area Office, 174 SH 21 East, Bastrop, Texas 78602, the TxDOT North Travis County 

Area Office, 1001 E. Parmer Lane, Austin, TX 78761-5426, the TxDOT Austin District headquarters, 

7901 N. I-35, Austin, Texas 78753 or online at www.txdot.gov, keyword search “SH 71 Tucker Hill”. 

Comments on the proposed improvements for both projects will be accepted until June 6, 2018. 

If you need additional information on these projects or the public hearing, please contact me at 
(512) 832-7218 or by email at Jon.Geiselbrecht@txdot.gov or visit www.txdot.gov, keyword search 
“SH71 East at Tucker Hill”. 

Sincerely, 

Jon Geiselbrecht, AICP 

Environmental Specialist 

TxDOT Austin District  

cc: Terry McCoy, P.E., District Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Diana Schulze, P.E., Bastrop Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Victor Vargas, P.E., North Travis Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 
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April 20, 2018 

A 1 Rental Equipment LLC 

212 Old Bastrop Rd 

Cedar Creek, TX  78612 

RE: Public Hearing for SH 71 East at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road Projects 

Tucker Hill Lane intersection with SH 71, Travis and Bastrop Counties 

Pope Bend Road intersection with SH 71, Bastrop County 

Dear Stakeholder: 

You are cordially invited to a public hearing on May 22, 2018 for two projects on State Highway 

(SH) 71 East at the intersections of Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road. The proposed 

improvements at these two intersections include overpasses and frontage road upgrades to 

alleviate congestion, improve mobility, and enhance safety in the SH 71 corridor of Travis and 

Bastrop Counties. 

The proposed improvements on both of these projects have potential impacts and will include the 

following right-of-way acquisition, but no residential displacements: 

Tucker Hill Lane intersection - 24.5 acres of right of way 

Pope Bend Road intersection - 11.09 acres of right of way 

In addition, the project requires right of way from the McKinney Roughs Nature Park, a park area 

used by the public, and is subject to Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code. The potential 

impact requires approximately 2.13 acres of right of way from the park. The Chapter 26 hearings 

for both the Tucker Hill Lane project and the Pope Bend Road project are being combined with the 

public hearing for the proposed improvements at these intersections along SH 71.  

The hearing will be held: 

May 22, 2018 

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Cedar Creek High School Cafeteria 

793 Union Chapel Road 

Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

The hearing will include information and exhibits for both projects, as well as an opportunity to 

comment on both projects. The hearing will follow this timeline: 

5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.: An open house with project information will be available for review and 

project team members will be available to answer questions. 

6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.:  A public hearing, followed by a public comment period 

General Interest Stakeholder Sample Letter
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If you are unable to attend the public hearing you can view the documents and exhibits at the 

TxDOT Bastrop Area Office, 174 SH 21 East, Bastrop, Texas 78602, the TxDOT North Travis County 

Area Office, 1001 E. Parmer Lane, Austin, TX 78761-5426, the TxDOT Austin District headquarters, 

7901 N. I-35, Austin, Texas 78753 or online at www.txdot.gov, keyword search “SH 71 Tucker Hill”. 

Comments on the proposed improvements for both projects will be accepted until June 6, 2018. 

If you need additional information on these projects or the public hearing, please contact me at 
(512) 832-7218 or by email at Jon.Geiselbrecht@txdot.gov or visit www.txdot.gov, keyword search 
“SH71 East at Tucker Hill”. 

Sincerely, 

Jon Geiselbrecht, AICP 

Environmental Specialist 

TxDOT Austin District  

cc: Terry McCoy, P.E., District Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Diana Schulze, P.E., Bastrop Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Victor Vargas, P.E., North Travis Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 
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TxDOT TO HOST PUBLIC HEARING FOR SH 71 IMPROVEMENTS AT 
TUCKER HILL LANE AND POPE BEND ROAD 

Share This

Tweet This

May 12, 2018 

BASTROP – The Texas Department of Transportation will host a public hearing to discuss the proposed 

improvements to SH 71 at the intersections of Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road, on Tuesday, May 22, 

2018 at Cedar Creek High School, 793 Union Chapel Road, Cedar Creek, TX 78612. 

The hearing will begin with an open house at 5:30 p.m. followed by a formal presentation at 6:15 p.m. A 

public comment session will be held after the presentation. 

The purpose of the proposed projects is to enhance safety and manage congestion. Proposed 

improvements include  

• Two new overpass bridges on SH 71 over the existing signalized intersections at Tucker Hill 

Lane and Pope Bend Road 

• One-way frontage roads within the project limits 

• Improved and expanded bicycle and pedestrian paths 

The projects, with estimated construction costs of $27.7 million for Tucker Hill Lane and $24.9 million for 

Pope Bend Road, would improve safety and mobility for users of SH 71, while minimizing right-of-way, 

community and environmental impacts. The projects require 24.5 acres of right of way at the Tucker Hill 

Lane intersection and 11.09 acres at the Pope Bend Road intersection. The acreage at Pope Bend Road 

includes 2.13 acres in McKinney Roughs Nature Park. No residents or businesses will be displaced. 

Displays will be available for review and staff will be present to answer questions at the open house portion 

of the hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public are requested. Those unable to attend the 

meeting in person can mail in their comments to the TxDOT Austin District, Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht, P.O. Box 

15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426. For more information on the project, visit txdot.gov keywords “SH 71 at 

Tucker Hill”. Written comments must be received by Wednesday, June 6, 2018 to be included in the public 

record. 

For media inquiries, contact Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov or (512) 832-7027.

### 

The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail, and public transportation across the state. Through 

collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. Find out more at txdot.gov. “Like” us on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter.  

Our Values: People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  

www.txdot.gov  |  TxDOT on Facebook  |  TxDOT on Twitter 

SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

C - 49 May 22, 2018

mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
http://www.twitter.com/txdot
http://www.twitter.com/txdot
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
https://twitter.com/TxDOT/
https://twitter.com/TxDOT/


TxDOT Webpages

SH 71 Public Hearing
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

C - 50 May 22, 2018



A - Z Site Index
|
Contact Us
|
Español

SH 71 East Corridor Study
Home >  Inside TxDOT >  Projects >  Projects & Studies >  Austin District

State Highway 71 serves as a major corridor for motorists traveling to and from the Austin-Bergstrom International
Airport, the city of Bastrop, and other central Texas communities. In fact, in 2015, the average daily traffic on SH 71
just east of SH 130 was more than 50,000 vehicles a day. With continued growth in eastern Travis and Bastrop
counties, TxDOT is planning for improvements on this section of SH 71 to enhance safety and manage congestion.

Ross Road and Kellam Road

The proposed project would construct two new overpass bridges on SH 71 over the existing signalized intersections
at Ross Road and Kellam Road. This would improve mobility by allowing SH 71 through-traffic to flow through the
area without stopping. In addition, new access roads would be built within the project limits to allow local travelers
access to Ross Road and Kellam Road. Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations would also be improved and
expanded, as a part of this proposed project.

Notice Affording the Opportunity for Public Hearing 
Fact Sheet
Schematic

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road

The two proposed projects will improve safety and manage congestion. Various improvements have been evaluated
with the goal of upgrading the existing SH 71 at these intersections. The proposed projects would include:

Two new overpass bridges on SH 71 over the existing signalized intersections at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope
Bend Road
One-way frontage roads within the project limits
Improved and expanded bicycle and pedestrian accommodations

The projects require 24.5 acres of right of way at the Tucker Hill Lane intersection and 11.09 acres at the Pope
Bend Road intersection. The acreage at Pope Bend Road includes 2.13 acres in McKinney Roughs Nature Park, a
park area used by the public, which is subject to Chapter 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code. No displacements are
anticipated for either of the proposed projects. 

Public Hearing - May 22, 2018
Fact Sheet
Schematic - Tucker Hill Lane
Schematic - Pope Bend Road
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Public Hearing - SH 71 East at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend
Road

Home >  Inside TxDOT >  Get Involved >  About Public Hearings, Meetings and Notices
>  Hearings, Meetings and Notices Schedule

Where: Cedar Creek High School
Cafeteria
793 Union Chapel Road,
Cedar Creek, TX 78612 (Map)

When: Tuesday, May 22, 2018
Open House: 5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Public Hearing: 6:15 p.m.

Purpose: The purpose of this public hearing is to discuss two proposed projects on SH 71 at
the intersections of Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road in Bastrop and Travis
counties. Attendees will be able to review preliminary maps and exhibits on both
projects and visit one-on-one with project team members prior to the formal hearing
presentation and public comment period.  

Description: The two proposed projects will improve safety and manage congestion. Various
improvements have been evaluated with the goal of upgrading the existing SH 71 at
these intersections. The proposed projects would include:

Two new overpass bridges on SH 71 over the existing signalized intersections
at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road
One-way frontage roads within the project limits
Improved and expanded bicycle and pedestrian accommodations

The projects require 24.5 acres of right of way at the Tucker Hill Lane intersection and
11.09 acres at the Pope Bend Road intersection. The acreage at Pope Bend Road
includes 2.13 acres in McKinney Roughs Nature Park, a park area used by the public,
which is subject to Chapter 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code. No displacements are
anticipated for either of the proposed projects.

Special accommodations: TxDOT makes every reasonable effort to accommodate the
needs of the public. The public hearing will be in English. If you have a special
communication accommodation or need for an interpreter, a request can be made. If
you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can also be made to
accommodate most needs. Please call 512-832-7218 by May 18 2018 for any of
these requests. Please be aware that advance notice is requested as some
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accommodations may require time for TxDOT to arrange.

Comments may be mailed to:

TxDOT Austin District
Attn: SH 71 East Project Manager
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, TX 78761-5426

Comments must be received on or before June 6, 2018 to be accepted into the official
meeting summary.

The environmental review, consultation and other actions required by applicable
federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec.
16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Downloads: Display Ad
Display Ad (Español)
Fact Sheet
Fact Sheet (Español)
Schematic - Tucker Hill Lane
Schematic - Pope Bend Road

Contact: TxDOT Austin District 
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, TX 78761-5426
(512) 832-7000

Email
Posted April 23, 2018
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News Article 10 

Road-side Sign 59 

Friend 7 

Social Media 15 

Website 9 

Other   

Not Indicated 2 

Land Owner/Property Owner 3 

Brother 1 

Commissioner Mel Hamner 1 

Broker 1 

Nextdoor App 1 

HOA 1 
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1                   P R O C E E D I N G S

2                MR. BISHOP:  Good evening, everyone.  If

3 you would please come forward and take a seat, we can

4 begin our public hearing process for the evening.

5                Good evening.  My name is Chris Bishop.

6 I am the Public Information Officer for the Austin

7 District of the Texas Department of Transportation; you

8 can call us TxDOT.

9                Today is March 22nd [sic].  The official

10 time is 6:17 p.m.  I would like to begin the Public

11 Hearing for the proposed State Highway 71 improvements

12 at the intersections of Tucker Hill Lane and at Pope

13 Bend Road.  I'd like to note that this public hearing is

14 for these two State Highway 71 intersections only and it

15 does not address any other proposed projects in the

16 area.

17                I'd also like at this time if you would

18 turn off or silence those personal electronic devices

19 just so we have a little bit of peace and quiet, and we

20 get your attention for the remainder of the hearing.

21                Tonight, I am going to be serving as your

22 official Public Hearing Officer.  And on behalf of

23 TxDOT, I want to welcome you to this hearing.  Thank you

24 for your attendance, and we look forward to receiving

25 your comments.
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1                If you came in and did not sign in when

2 you entered, please do so either during the break or at

3 least up at the table before you leave so we have a

4 record of everybody's attendance.

5                At this time, I'd like to recognize the

6 local government officials who are present.  Judge Pape,

7 there, and Commissioner Meuth.  Did I miss any other

8 elected officials who are here this evening?  If you

9 would stand, wave, let us know.  Great.

10                I also would like to identify the

11 personnel from TxDOT and the project team that are here

12 with us this evening.  You may have been talking with

13 them in the back.  They're the folks with the

14 nameplates.  If everybody would kind of wave your hand.

15 And anybody who wants to look back there, those are the

16 project team.  And they'll be available to talk with you

17 again at our break.

18                And we'd like to thank the Bastrop

19 Independent School District and Cedar Creek High School

20 for allowing us to use this beautiful facility for

21 tonight's hearing.

22                Now, the format of the hearing is going

23 to -- besides these early comments, a presentation for

24 you and then a public comment session.

25                In a moment, Jim Langston, who is the
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1 project manager from our consulting partner,

2 Bridgefarmer & Associates, he's going to present a

3 summary of the proposed project and an overview of the

4 environmental process.  Then I'm going to come back and

5 we'll discuss the proposed right-of-way for the project

6 and TxDOT acquisition procedures.

7                Again, we appreciate you being here to

8 review and discuss and provide input on the proposed

9 projects.  I know you have a lot of things that you

10 could be doing with your lives, and this is just one of

11 them.  So we're glad that you're here.

12                I also want to tell you that there are

13 times tonight when you're going to hear some very formal

14 language, a little bit stilted.  This is stuff that is

15 typically legally required and we have to say it in that

16 way.  But if we can get past that, the rest of the time

17 we're going to try to make things where it's easy to

18 listen to, a little bit easier to understand, and

19 certainly easier to speak.  So please bear with us with

20 that.

21                The purpose of this public hearing is to

22 provide an update on the two projects, to receive public

23 input on the proposed improvements, particularly the

24 impacts to McKinney Roughs Nature Park, a park area used

25 by the public, and to satisfy Chapter 26 of the Texas
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1 Parks and Wildlife Code, which requires a public hearing

2 if land from a publicly owned park is proposed to be

3 purchased by the State.

4                Now, this public hearing is being

5 recorded by a certified court reporter for a formal

6 record, and we will prepare a transcript of this

7 hearing.  We do want to hear from you, so please take

8 the time, again, to provide your input either on a

9 comment form or speaking during the public comment

10 period coming up after the presentation.

11                In adhering to traditional public hearing

12 rules, we are not allowed to answer questions or to

13 respond to comments during the public comment session.

14 But as I said, our project team will be available during

15 the break to answer your questions one-on-one and then

16 will be available after the comment session.

17                If you want to give a formal presentation

18 during tonight's public comment session, we ask you to

19 fill out a speaker registration card.  They are located

20 at the sign-in table.  You can leave your completed card

21 with the staff there.  Speakers will be called in the

22 order that they have submitted.  Elected officials will

23 be allowed to speak first, as they are speaking on

24 behalf of a constituency.

25                You can also provide verbal comments to
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1 the court reporter at any time during the break or

2 during the comment period -- after the comment period

3 this evening.

4                There is also a written comment form

5 available.  If you wish to comment, don't want to do it

6 verbally, but would like to comment in that fashion, by

7 all means, you can submit it in writing.  We have a

8 couple of boxes on the tables in the back.  You can

9 place your comments in there.  They can also be mailed

10 or submitted online to the study team.

11                All comments to be included in the public

12 hearing comment record must be postmarked by June 6,

13 2018, by midnight Central Standard Time.  Well, I guess

14 we're on Daylight now.  Your comments will be reviewed

15 and taken into consideration during future project

16 development.  Our response to comments received will be

17 provided in a comment matrix at a later date in the

18 Public Hearing Summary and Analysis Report and posted on

19 the Web site WWW.TxDOT.gov, keyword search "State

20 Highway 71" -- "SH 71 at Tucker Hill."

21                Okay.  Now I'm going to turn the

22 presentation over to Jim Langston from Bridgefarmer &

23 Associates.  He's going to discuss the projects and

24 provide an environmental overview.

25                MR. LANGSTON:  Good evening.  My is Jim
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1 Langston.  I am the Project Manager on the consulting

2 team for TxDOT for the State Highway 71 East Corridor

3 Study which includes the proposed improvements at the

4 intersections of Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road.

5                Now that Mr. Bishop has covered the

6 format of the public hearing and ways to provide

7 comments, I want to share an overview of the proposed

8 projects.

9                Tonight's hearing is being held to

10 discuss two proposed projects on 71, one at the

11 intersection with Tucker Hill Lane and one at the

12 intersection with Pope Bend Road.  These two projects

13 are located in Bastrop and Travis Counties.

14                The purpose of these proposed projects is

15 to enhance safety, manage congestion on 71, while

16 minimizing the right-of-ways, community, and

17 environmental impacts.  The proposed project would

18 include new overpass projects on State Highway 71 over

19 the existing signalized intersections at Tucker Hill

20 Lane and Pope Bend Road, one-way frontage roads within

21 the project limits, and improved and expanded bicycle

22 and pedestrian accommodations.

23                The projects require approximately 25

24 acres of right-of-way at the Tucker Hill Lane and

25 approximately 11 acres at the Pope Bend Road
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1 intersection.  The acreage at Pope Bend Road includes

2 2.13 acres in the McKinney Roughs Nature Park, a park

3 that's used by the public, which is subject to Chapter

4 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code.

5                As part of the Chapter 26 Parks and

6 Wildlife Code, if land is publicly proposed to be

7 purchased -- (microphone squealing).  Sorry about that.

8 If land is -- as part of the Chapter 26 Parks and

9 Wildlife Code, if land from a publicly owned park is

10 proposed to be purchased by the State, we are required

11 to present our assessment of the impacts at the hearing.

12                In addition to your comments on the

13 proposed improvements, we are here tonight to get your

14 comments on the purchase of the 2.13 acres of McKinney

15 Roughs Park; it's a publicly owned parkland.

16                This is an overview of the project

17 areas -- (microphone squealing).  I think they're

18 getting that fixed here.  Can y'all hear me okay?  We'll

19 just compromise here and I'll modify.

20                So this is an overview of the project

21 area for the two projects for tonight's hearing.  This

22 map is also available on the board in the back of the

23 room.

24                This map shows the surrounding -- the

25 next slide please -- these maps show the surrounding
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1 land use and environmental constraints at the Tucker

2 Hill Lane intersection with 71, including showing

3 environmental constraints that were considered in the

4 development of these proposed improvements.  We will

5 discuss the environmental features that were considered

6 later in the presentation.

7                For a closer look at the map, we also

8 have those back on the tables in the back.

9                Next slide.  Similarly, for the Pope Bend

10 Road project area, this map also shows the surrounding

11 land use and environmental constraints at the

12 intersection of Pope Bend Road and State Highway 71.

13                It's also located in the back area for

14 this public hearing tonight.

15                Now I'll discuss the environmental

16 features that were considered during the study of these

17 proposed improvements.

18                During the environmental studies, our

19 team looked at potential impacts to:

20      Air quality - The project is located in an area

21 that is in attainment for all national ambient air

22 quality standards.  Therefore, the transportation

23 conformity rules do not apply.  Current and future

24 emissions should continue to follow existing trends and

25 should not be affected by this project.  Due to the
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1 nature of this project, further carbon monoxide analysis

2 is not required.

3      Traffic noise - A noise analysis was conducted for

4 both projects.  It was determined that one receiver at

5 the Pope Bend Road intersection would be impacted and

6 four receivers at the Tucker Hill intersection would be

7 impacted.  Noise abatement measures were evaluated at

8 each impacted receiver, and it was determined that noise

9 abatement was neither reasonable nor feasible at these

10 locations.

11      Biological resources were investigated.  The

12 project was considered -- was coordinated with the Texas

13 Department of Wildlife [sic].  The Texas Parks and

14 Wildlife Department indicated that "based upon a review

15 of the documentation, the avoidance and mitigation

16 efforts described, and provided that project plans do

17 not change, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

18 considers coordination to be complete."

19       Hazardous materials sites - A Hazardous Materials

20 Initial Site Assessment was conducted for both Pope Bend

21 Road and Tucker Hill Lane.  This assessment at Tucker

22 Hill Lane identified one or more unresolved issues

23 requiring additional investigation, which would be

24 conducted during future project development.  There are

25 five Petroleum Storage Tanks and one Leaking Petroleum
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1 Storage Tank site near the project area, and one

2 groundwater contaminated case.  The ISA identified no

3 issues at the Pope Bend Road intersection.

4      Historic - A site survey was conducted by qualified

5 historic architects and it was determined that there

6 were no properties that were eligible for the National

7 Register of Historical Places and no Historical

8 Districts adjacent to either project.  There would be no

9 direct or indirect effect to historic properties.

10      Archeological resources - Due to a lack of

11 right-of-entry, our archeological resources [sic] of the

12 project area could not be fully completed.  These

13 surveys would be completed -- (lights turn off).

14 Hopefully we're not losing power.  These surveys would

15 be conducted if the original right-of-way is purchased

16 or when the right-of-entry is obtained.

17       Land use and Parkland - It was determined that the

18 proposed improvements would not effect existing or

19 proposed land use; however, Pope Bend Road improvements

20 would require approximately 2.13 acres of additional

21 right-of-way from the approximately 1,143 acre McKinney

22 Roughs Nature Park.  Section 4(f) de minimis

23 coordination with the Lower Colorado River Authority for

24 acquisition of the property was initiated May 2nd,

25 2018.
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1      Threatened and endangered species - No suitable

2 habitat for a federally protected species occurs within

3 the proposed project area, as verified by a qualified

4 biologist.  Therefore, the proposed project would have

5 no effect on federally listed species.

6      Water resources - It is anticipated that the

7 proposed Tucker Hill Lane project would require a

8 Nationwide Permit 14 Linear Transportation Projects.

9 There are potential wetland areas within the project

10 area; therefore, coordination with the U.S. Army Corps

11 of Engineers may be required.  However, field

12 investigations are pending to determine wetland

13 boundaries and potential impacts.  At Pope Bend Road, it

14 is anticipated that the proposed project would require a

15 Nationwide Permit 14 for Linear Transportation Projects.

16 Field investigations would be completed to determine

17 wetland boundaries and potential impacts once 90%

18 construction plans are completed and right-of-entry is

19 obtained.

20                So I'm going to turn this back over to

21 Mr. Bishop.

22                MR. BISHOP:  Well, as Jim indicated, I'm

23 going to give you an overview of the TxDOT acquisition

24 process.

25                As previously mentioned, the right-of-way
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1 is going to be required for this project with a minimal

2 number of displacements.  The State, acting through the

3 Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will be

4 appointing an authorized agent who will be responsible

5 for the acquisition of any necessary right-of-way and

6 for all relocation services.  Acquisitions will be made

7 in accordance with Federal and State statutes and

8 guidelines.

9                The primary Federal law which sets the

10 guidelines for right-of-way acquisitions and relocation

11 assistance is found in the Uniform Relocation Assistance

12 and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.

13 This is commonly known as the Uniform Act.  This law

14 sets the standards for appraisal, negotiations, and

15 relocations and has been incorporated into State law as

16 set out in the Texas Transportation Code and the Texas

17 Property Code.  For a basic review of your rights and

18 TxDOT's obligations, I'd recommend you pick up one of

19 the brochures entitled "State Purchase of Right of Way"

20 as well as the Relocation Assistance booklet, both of

21 which are available tonight or electronically on the

22 TxDOT Web site.  And directions to the Department's Web

23 site are available through the paperwork that you may

24 have gotten at the sign-in table.

25                TxDOT will be contracting with a
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1 consultant to coordinate acquisition and relocation

2 activities.  Independent fee appraisers will be

3 contracted to appraise all necessary property.  Affected

4 property owners will receive written notification of the

5 pending appraisal inspection.  Appraisers will request

6 permission to enter a property for inspection and offer

7 the property owner, or their representative, the right

8 to accompany them on the inspection.  The inspector will

9 be asked -- the appraiser, rather, will be asked to

10 determine the value of the property to be acquired, real

11 property improvements within the area to be acquired,

12 and damages, if any, to the remaining property.  The

13 written appraisal will be provided to the landowner at

14 the time the oral offer is made.

15                This project is fully funded.  Once

16 environmental clearance has been obtained and the

17 project fully authorized, TxDOT's acquiring agent will

18 commence the acquisition process.  And this agent will

19 send each property owner an offer letter along with a

20 copy of the appraisal.  That letter, together with the

21 appraisal, will advise each affected owner as to the

22 value of the land to be acquired, the value of any

23 improvements within the acquisition area, and damages,

24 if any, to the remaining property.  Each property owner

25 can choose to accept the offer based on the appraisal or
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1 to make a counteroffer based on additional information

2 that may affect the value of the land under

3 consideration.  If no agreement can be reached, the

4 State will obtain authorization to proceed with eminent

5 domain proceedings.

6                The initial stage of an eminent domain

7 proceeding is what's known as a Special Commissioner's

8 Hearing.  In the Special Commissioner's Hearing, a judge

9 with jurisdiction over such proceedings will appoint

10 three special commissioners to hear the evidence of both

11 the landowner and TxDOT.  The Special Commissioner's

12 Hearing is generally informal, usually not in a

13 courtroom, but rather in a public meeting room.  The

14 property owner may hire an attorney to represent them in

15 this proceeding or appear on their own behalf.  Based on

16 the testimony given, the Special Commissioners issue an

17 award, which would be their determination of value.

18 Once the State has deposited the amount of this award in

19 the registry of the court, it will have a right of

20 possession to the property.  Either the landowner or the

21 State can appeal the award of Special Commissioners and

22 a court proceeding will then be scheduled to resolve the

23 issue of value.

24                In all cases, the property owner will be

25 reimbursed for any reasonable and incidental expenses
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1 necessarily incurred in transferring title to the

2 acquired property to the State.  Expenses eligible for

3 reimbursement generally include recording fees and

4 similar required expenses to convey the real property

5 along with any penalties that are required for the

6 prepayment of preexisting mortgage entered into in good

7 faith that's encumbering the property.

8                The State of Texas is required, through

9 the Federal and State laws previously mentioned, to

10 assist persons being displaced from their homes and

11 businesses because of highway projects.  And again, as

12 mentioned previously, the projects being appointed will

13 require relocations.  And the State will be required to

14 comply with these provisions mandated by Federal and

15 State law to minimize the impact and financial hardships

16 to the persons who are being displaced.  TxDOT has

17 available Relocation Assistance booklets which provide a

18 general overview of the Relocation Assistance Program.

19 These booklets outline the services offered and any

20 payments for which displaced individuals, families,

21 businesses, and nonprofit organizations may be eligible

22 to receive.  If you have an interest or feel you might

23 be affected by the proposed project, I encourage you to

24 pick up one of these brochures before leaving tonight.

25 If you have any questions regarding this matter, we ask
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1 you to feel free to visit with David Harrah -- that's

2 David standing in the back -- or his assistant, Shanna

3 Pasemann, and they will be happy to provide you with any

4 additional information or details that you might need.

5                Now, we have a map of McKinney Roughs

6 Nature Park.  It shows the right-of-way that will be

7 acquired from the park, 2.13 acres of the 1,143 acres.

8 2.13 will be required to make these improvements.

9                In terms of the project timeline, we

10 anticipate the projects will receive environmental

11 clearance in the fall of 2018.  Anticipated project

12 design completion in the spring of 2019.  Once

13 right-of-way is acquired and utilities relocated, we

14 anticipate the bid to go out and construction to start

15 in the fall of 2020.  Estimated completion date, summer

16 of 2022.

17                Now, as I said earlier, the main purpose

18 is to provide an opportunity to hear from you and for

19 you to comment on the projects.

20                We are just about ready to take a break.

21 Please feel free to review the project materials -- some

22 of which you received as a handout, the rest of them

23 that are back on the tables -- and ask questions of our

24 team members.  Again, if you want to provide verbal

25 comments, please fill out a speaker registration card at
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1 the sign-in table.  You can turn the cards in at that

2 location, and we'll put you in there.  And also come up

3 and visit with the court reporter.

4                All comments received, whether written or

5 verbal, will be included in the official public hearing

6 record.

7                After a recess, we're going to reconvene

8 to receive your verbal comments.

9                Again, please ask your questions of any

10 of the people that are wearing the name tags back there,

11 and they'll be ready to meet with you at the exhibits.

12 We'll take that brief recess and allow you the

13 opportunity to look at the exhibits and talk to the

14 study team.

15                It is 6:39.  We will reconvene no earlier

16 than 6:49.  We are adjourned -- or in recess at the

17 moment.

18                (Recess from 6:39 p.m. to 6:59 p.m.)

19                MR. BISHOP:  If everyone would come back

20 and take a seat, we can begin the public comment portion

21 of the hearing.  It is now 6:59 p.m.

22                One point I want to make is that nothing

23 that we present here tonight is final.  It's subject to

24 change based on the written and verbal comments that we

25 receive.  I also want to remind you that during this
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1 verbal comment period, we're not going to be answering

2 questions.  That's why we've set the time aside for you

3 to provide comments.

4                If anyone still wants to make a verbal

5 comment tonight and you have not turned in a speaker

6 registration card, please go back to the sign-in table

7 and Mitzi will help you fill one of those out there, or

8 if you'll hold up your hand, we'll make sure that you

9 get one.

10                And don't forget that if you don't want

11 to speak tonight, you can use the comment form that they

12 have there or any other card or paper to write down the

13 comments and put them in the box back there, or they can

14 be mailed or even e-mailed to the study team.  And the

15 addresses there are on the comment form.

16                I'm going to call out the names of the

17 people who have signed up so comments can be included in

18 the record.

19                A reminder that we ask you to limit

20 comments to about three minutes, and we'll have you be

21 seated so we can get to the next speaker.

22                I'm going to ask you to come to this

23 microphone so we don't have to worry about feedback.

24 And make sure that you face me and the court reporter so

25 that your comments can be accurately recorded.

Page 19

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-336-4000

SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

E - 19 May 22, 2018



TxDOT Open House - May 22, 2018
Job No. 2838382

1                We're going to take them in the order,

2 starting with the elected official.

3      Judge Pape?

4                JUDGE PAPE:  Yes, thank you.

5                Thank you for an opportunity to say a few

6 words.  Commissioner Meuth just mentioned that he had

7 another appointment to get to, so he had to leave.  But

8 I'm very excited about the plans that you have laid out

9 here tonight.  But every time you solve one problem,

10 sometimes you create some others.  And so I know that

11 TxDOT is going to be open to listening to the comments

12 of my constituents and doing everything you can to

13 address their concerns about safety and traffic flow in

14 these areas.

15                I would point out to all of us that when

16 you develop traffic -- new traffic features in urbanized

17 and suburbanized areas, you have to deal with what's

18 there already, plus try to improve the flow of traffic.

19 And so that's the challenge and often that's the rub of

20 designing new traffic features in rural areas like this,

21 that it takes some extra effort.

22                I'm hoping, and I know that folks will

23 give you their heartfelt feedback tonight and honest

24 suggestions.  And I know your staff well enough to know,

25 especially the Bastrop District Office, that you will
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1 take every word that's said seriously and that you will

2 do all you can to meet everybody's concerns and at the

3 same time make the traveling public safer.

4      So thank you for this opportunity.  And I'm going

5 to sit and listen just like you are.  Thank you.

6                MR. BISHOP:  Scott Rebman.

7                MR. REBMAN:  I'm not quite as tall as

8 Judge Pape.

9                My name is Scott Rebman.  I'm president

10 of the River Crossing Improvement Association off of Old

11 71.

12                I have looked at both the Tucker Hill and

13 the Pope Bend Road plans.  And my concern is at the Old

14 71 and at the end of Pope Bend Road going towards

15 Austin.  A lot of people in the community use that

16 direction to go towards Bastrop.  And now you're going

17 to have four high-speed lanes with no traffic signal to

18 give you breaks in there or anything.

19                Also, a concern is that the other end of

20 Old 71, if you had longer slowdown and acceleration

21 lanes, and mark them as such, it might improve the flow

22 of traffic also.

23                Also, at the other end of Old 71 as

24 you're going towards Bastrop, the turnout, or the

25 crossover, doesn't match up either.  So maybe if that
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1 could be fixed.  But I think Judge Pape had come up with

2 some good ideas.  Maybe extend out the one-direction

3 lane to where they can get up to speed a little closer,

4 going towards the Austin way and then put an additional

5 turnaround to where they could switch back and go

6 towards Bastrop a little safer as opposed to being in

7 the drop-off of the modification.

8                So a big thing is, the turnoffs we have

9 now aren't big enough because they were probably put in

10 when the speed limit was 55 miles an hour.  And now

11 we're up to 70, and you've usually got some folks out

12 there doing 75 or greater.  And then to try and slow

13 down on those very short turn-ins, it's very

14 nerve-racking at best.  So that's all I've got.

15                Also, there is -- I've heard that you are

16 all aware that there's another subdivision going in, the

17 Double Eagle Ranch, which is anywhere from 500 to 750

18 homes.  The Forest is going into Section II.  So they're

19 going to be increasing, as well as an RV park going in.

20 And, you know, they are probably going to dump off at

21 Pope Bend Road.

22                So, you know, considering there are all

23 those additional things in the future, it's hard to see

24 something put in, then you have to tear out what you put

25 in to fix it down the road.  So thank you very much.
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1                MR. BISHOP:  That was our final verbal

2 comment.  We're going to close the public hear portion

3 of this at 7:05.

4                We are also attempting to gain some

5 e-mail addresses to make it easier to communicate with

6 the adjacent property owners for both of those projects.

7 We'd like to request that any of you property owners

8 that are here, if you would take a moment and get with

9 Keely Gray.  Keely's sitting back there waving her hand

10 in the air.  And if you do have an e-mail address, to

11 visit with Keely briefly, share that with her, make sure

12 all of your contact information and your e-mail

13 addresses are correct so that she can get information to

14 you a little bit more efficiently and quickly.

15                All comments that we receive, both

16 written and verbal, on the Tucker Hill Lane and Pope

17 Bend Road projects tonight, as well as those received by

18 June 6, 2018, again will be summarized, analyzed, and

19 responded to in a report.  Those comments and responses

20 will be made available to the public on the TxDOT Web

21 site, WWW.TxDOT.gov, "SH 71 at Tucker Hill," and will be

22 addressed in the final environmental document.

23                Again, this concludes our public hearing.

24 Thank you for coming out and attending tonight.  It is

25 7:07 p.m.  This hearing is officially adjourned.
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1                Good night.  Have a safe trip home.

2

3       C O M M E N T S  T O  T H E  R E P O R T E R

4 SPEAKER:  MS. ANNE BECK

5                MS. BECK:  My name is Anne Beck, A-n-n-e

6 B-e-c-k, and I live in The Colony, which is on down the

7 road.

8                THE REPORTER:  Okay.

9                MS. BECK:  Okay.  And my concern is the

10 south access road at the high school.  Right now, it is

11 functioning beautifully as a two-way situation lane so

12 that you can travel either from the south -- I mean,

13 from the east or the west on it.  And it is my hope that

14 that will be recognized as a necessity into the high

15 school and will not be changed into a one-way situation

16 just going east.  Okay, that's all.

17                The overall -- would one of these

18 gentlemen know?

19                THE REPORTER:  A lot better than I would.

20                MS. BECK:  Okay.

21                THE REPORTER:  I'm just taking down

22 statements to be added to the transcript of the meeting.

23                MS. BECK:  Okay.  I just wonder if the

24 overall goal is to do away with all the stop lights on

25 71 by replacing them with overpasses, or if these are
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1 just two critical points that the Highway Department has

2 decided needs addressing at the moment.  And I guess by

3 going to the Web site, would I probably be able to find

4 out this information?

5                THE REPORTER:  I would think so, or

6 getting to one of the maps.

7                MS. BECK:  Well, see, I have the map

8 here, but --

9                THE REPORTER:  Oh, okay.

10                MS. BECK:  See, this tells me that the

11 overpasses are going to be here, and it does not

12 indicate what's going to go on further on down --

13                THE REPORTER:  Right.

14                MS. BECK:  -- the road and what's going

15 to happen.  So -- okay.  Okay.  Thank you, dear.  I

16 appreciate you doing this for me.

17 SPEAKER:  MR. TOM McDONALD

18                MR. McDONALD:  We own the property

19 catty-corner from here, Pope Bend Road and Highway 71.

20                THE REPORTER:  Okay.

21                MR. McDONALD:  And Pope Bend is here, 71

22 is here (drawing), and they're going to take

23 right-of-way like this (drawing), and we have a stock

24 tank sitting here.  Okay?  And I was wondering if it's

25 possible that this can be moved down to here
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1 (indicating) so that they're not taking part of the

2 stock tank.

3                Do you understand --

4                THE REPORTER:  I do.

5                MR. McDONALD:  -- what I'm saying?

6                THE REPORTER:  I am writing down

7 everything you're saying.

8                MR. McDONALD:  Okay.  The expanded

9 right-of-way, if they could move the area that it goes

10 north, move it a little bit further west so as to not

11 impact the stock tank and the right-of- -- I mean, the

12 driveway into the house.  Okay.  Thank you.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1                 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION

2

3

4           I, KRISTI MOREHOUSE, Certified Shorthand

5 Reporter in and for the State of Texas, do hereby

6 certify that the above and foregoing contains a true and

7 correct transcription of the hearing held on May 22,

8 2018, all of which was reported by me.

9

10      IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date subscribed my

11 name.

12 Dated: June 6, 2018

13

14

15                        <%Signature%>

16                        Kristi Morehouse, CSR

                       CSR No. 8185

17                        Veritext Legal Solutions

                       Firm Registration No. 571

18                        300 Throckmorton, Suite 1600

                       Fort Worth, Texas  76102

19                        (800)336-4000

20

21

22

23

24

25
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(optional contact information) 

SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

COMMENT 

FORM 

Name:--------------------------------------

Address: 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

□ I am employed by TxDOT
D I do business with TxDOT
D I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the b

1

o�t best identifies which intersection your written comment applies:
D Tucker Hill Lane pPope Bend Road D Both 

Comment may be submitted at �:::ublic hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin D:stri�t, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761�
�

�J 
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018. 

· <

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(opUOnal coatact inform� S S 
Name: c;;1}. 

COMMENT 

FORM 

Address

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.Sll(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you:
0 I am employed by TxDOT 
□ I do business with TxDOT
□ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 

/ 
0 Tucker Hill Lane D Pope Bend Road D Both 

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin Di trict, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018. 

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(optional contact information) ,--r . · J i / 
Name: 

J� <q La-rrt Tfa11ey

COMMENT 

FORM 

Address:

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.SU(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

D I am employed by TxDOT 
D I do business with TxDOT 
0 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 
0 Tucker Hill Lane )!i Pope Bend Road O Both

J. 

/Alt II a d'drc55-t! s t)n_ J 

J 7 

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 

Please submit comments by June 6, 2018. 

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 

Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road COMMENT 

FORM 
May 22, 2018 

Cedar Creek High School 
793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(optional c
v� 

information) j/: ·- -, -� 
Name: ��ec:: (&, g._J \ t l t3�f)_1j_b.__ 

Address: 

g boxes that apply to you: 
0 I am employed by TxD0T 
0 I do business with TxD0T 
0 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies:o--fac'Ker Hill Lane � Bend Road CH3oth 

@) S p a .ea\ 11 VD i'l= Deed,; to be- lo uvRJ -+e.__co ugh \d1 <-D. iJaD
r� , .

U 

�G�c. � '.t11 r,�,ouiii(

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxD0T Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or on line by visiting the TxD0T website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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® SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Texas 

Department 
Tmnsporlation 

Cedar Creek High School 
793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(optional contact inf�ation) // 
Name: .L--1 _,,,,,; ,K..o_j lvs /::.y 

I 
JQ cS"'S 

I 7 �ec >-- 7 

Address: --rt /J Y .,.t:.. f /' / // I /./\e.,- ;--c> /e 5/ Q Lo { 0/,:;_(7 o C,os,f,,½ / 
I 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.Sll(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

0 I am employed by TxDOT 
0 I do business with TxDOT 
0 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
Please check the b_?j �hat best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 
0 Tucker Hill Lane {)'1--POPe Bend Road O Both 
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or on line by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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(optional contact information) 

SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

Name: Pavir+ LgsXO 

Address: 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

0 I am employed by TxD0T 
0 I do business with TxD0T 
0 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 
0 Tucker Hill Lane !B'Pope Bend Road O Both 
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxD0T Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxD0T website at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018. 

This fonn may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

F - 9 May 22, 2018



(optional contact information) 

SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

Name: ¢/TEl�/..J t==')J !..I... / AS Jx.,,O

Address: 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.Sll(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

□ I am employed by TxD0T
0 I do business with TxD0T
0 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 
0 Tucker Hill Lane �Pope Bend Road O Both 
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxD0T Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxD0T website at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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Texas 
Department 
7hlnsportation 

SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(optional cont�ormation) 

Name: \ ...)o � l � 
Address

L ' -,.-c Al\ � . 0 v W-S _ \ � r ,

 
(Texas Transportation Code, §201.SU(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

□ I am employed by TxDOT
□ I do business with TxDOT
□ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the b� �hat best identifi��hich intersection your written comment applies:

�cker Hill Lane �ope Bend Road ./tl13oth 

i 

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761· 
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

F - 11 May 22, 2018



SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

F - 12 May 22, 2018



SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

F - 13 May 22, 2018



SH 71 Public Hearing 
(Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road)

F - 14 May 22, 2018



SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

COMMENT 

FORM 
793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(optional contact information� 

Name: Wort u A: U We \A._)

Address: 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811( (5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 
0 I am employed by TxDOT 
D I do business with TxDOT 
0-1 could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 
�ker Hill Lane O Pope Bend Road O Both 
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or Online by visiting the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental Jaws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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(optional contact information) 

SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612

:..! I, ("' 
Name: [� J t• 'r<e/t.5 
Address: 
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COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

0 I am employed by TxDOT 
0 I do business with TxDOT 
111'1 could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 

IJ"rucker Hill Lane O Pope Bend Road D Both 

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this fom1 will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request. please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

□ I am employed by TxDOT
□ I do business with TxDOT
¢ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 
O Tucker Hill Lane � Pope Bend Road O Both 
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental Jaws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 
Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(optional contact information) J J.Name: DoJAal{.0 carJ �(Jl n � r

Address: 

7ec2vo�J 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 
□ I am employed by TxDOT
□ I do business with TxDOT
D I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifi¥.,v'lhich intersection your written comment applies:
□ Tucker Hill Lane D Pope Bend Road �oth

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P .0. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 

Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road COMMENT 

FORM 
May 22, 2018 

Cedar Creek High School 
793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

(optional contact information)

Name: ____ .... C...�\�A-�Q,""'-'-,,;;,,.=· __ ·, __ -..\:_t.=D___,_��¼�\ L�t.')��=--------------------

Address: 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

□ I am employed by TxDOT
0 I do business with TxDOT
□ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies: 

□ Tucker Hill Lane �ope Bend Road □ Both
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www .txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill".
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately.
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road COMMENT
May 22, 2018

Texas -

Departnent Cedar Creek High School FORM
&T,ThISPC4HHDn 793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612

(optional cor*act information)

Name: A-D’

Address:

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you:

I am empbyed by lxUU I
I do business with TxDOT
I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments:
Please check the box that best identifies hich intersection your written comment applies:
J Tucker Hill Lane J Pope Bend Road ‘Both
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Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-
5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov, keord search “SH 71 at Tucker Hi11.
Please submit comments by June 6, 2018.

This farm may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=97f5bb110b&jsver=FPvd7uxXULs.en.&cbl=gmail_fe_180508.13_p10&view=pt&search=inbox&th=16398b68595cb8af&siml=

TxDOT Internet E-Mail
1 message

----Original Message----- 
From: 
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2018 12:49 PM 
To: AUSINFO 
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 

Name: Ms. Mary Beth Lange< > Requested Contact 
Method: Email 
Reason for Contact: Customer Service 
Complaint: No 

Comment: Re. SH71 improvement plans:  Please consider the amount of 
development in the neighborhoods along old Hwy 71 (River Crossing, new 
500+ homes in Double Eagle, Estate Row, etc).  It is extremely dangerous 
and difficult to enter and exit old Hwy 71.  Possible to make 71 a freeway 
with access roads?  Need to factor this amount of development into plans 

[Click It or Ticket. Day and Night. 
TxDOT]<https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/media-center/psas/seat-belts/cli 
ckit.html> 
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FW: TxDOT Internet E-Mail
1 message

-----Original Message----- 
From:  
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 2:51 PM 
To: AUSINFO 
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 

Name: Mr. Chad Martin > 
Address: 
  

 Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

Phone: 
  

Requested Contact Method: Email 

Reason for Contact: Customer Service 
Complaint: No 

Comment: SH71 East at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road - Public 
Comment: Per the proposed plan - there are 3 neighborhoods along the Old 
Hwy71 entrance road to Hwy71. over 750 homes in 5 years, 2,000 vehicles 
including kids going to high school with no safe way to turn east and 
cross Hwy71 due to constant flow traffic post construction. please assess! 

[Click It or Ticket. Day and Night. 
TxDOT]<https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/media-center/psas/seat-belts/cli 
ckit.html> 
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From: Chad Martin   
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2018 2:56 PM 
To: Jon Geiselbrecht 
Cc: Martin, Gwen N. 
Subject: Hwy 71 overpass at pope bend road - comment

Hi Jon, i recently saw the map and layout for the proposed overpass and access roads for the proposed work at Pope
Bend Rd on Hwy 71.

My concern is for traffic leaving Old hwy 71 and heading east into Bastrop. currently this crossing is getting very difficult
and dangerous due to 70mph and congested traffic. the current traffic light at Pope Bend allows us some sort of a break
to dart out.  with this light no longer in existence, i fear the safety of all folks leaving this area will be in jeopardy.

there are currently two neighborhoods (200 homes) and many houses along old hwy 71. A new neighborhood (500+
homes) and phamacuitical plant have just been completed. within 5 years we may have a total of 700+ houses and over
1,500 vehicles and large trucks entering and leaving via this access road. this includes families and kids traveling east on
hwy71 to go to the high school and other schools in Bastrop. there have already been wrecks at this intersection.

a solution would be to extend the west bound access road from Pope Bend to Old Hwy71. this would allow current and
future traffic from Old hwy 71 to safely get to Pope Bend and cross hwy71 under the new overpass. this will also allow all
residents a safe exit off hwy71 to reach old hwy71, otherwise an abrupt stop and side shoulder exit may result in accident
and a slowness in overall traffic via vehicles using the overpass.

i ask that you please consider these issues into the final planning and engineering. it appears that this would be a minimal
extention of the proposed access road.

thank you for your consideration.

cm

Chad Martin, Principal, Cardno Inc.

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S®6 active, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone
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TxDOT Open House - May 22, 2018
Job No. 2838382

1 We're going to take them in the order,

2 starting with the elected official.

3      Judge Pape?

4 JUDGE PAPE:  Yes, thank you.

5 Thank you for an opportunity to say a few

6 words.  Commissioner Meuth just mentioned that he had

7 another appointment to get to, so he had to leave.  But

8 I'm very excited about the plans that you have laid out

9 here tonight.  But every time you solve one problem,

10 sometimes you create some others.  And so I know that

11 TxDOT is going to be open to listening to the comments

12 of my constituents and doing everything you can to

13 address their concerns about safety and traffic flow in

14 these areas.

15 I would point out to all of us that when

16 you develop traffic -- new traffic features in urbanized

17 and suburbanized areas, you have to deal with what's

18 there already, plus try to improve the flow of traffic.

19 And so that's the challenge and often that's the rub of

20 designing new traffic features in rural areas like this,

21 that it takes some extra effort.

22 I'm hoping, and I know that folks will

23 give you their heartfelt feedback tonight and honest

24 suggestions.  And I know your staff well enough to know,

25 especially the Bastrop District Office, that you will

Page 20

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-336-4000

Judge Pape Comment
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TxDOT Open House - May 22, 2018
Job No. 2838382

1 take every word that's said seriously and that you will

2 do all you can to meet everybody's concerns and at the

3 same time make the traveling public safer.

4      So thank you for this opportunity.  And I'm going

5 to sit and listen just like you are.  Thank you.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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TxDOT Open House - May 22, 2018
Job No. 2838382

1

2

3

4

5

6 MR. BISHOP:  Scott Rebman.

7 MR. REBMAN:  I'm not quite as tall as

8 Judge Pape.

9 My name is Scott Rebman.  I'm president

10 of the River Crossing Improvement Association off of Old

11 71.

12 I have looked at both the Tucker Hill and

13 the Pope Bend Road plans.  And my concern is at the Old

14 71 and at the end of Pope Bend Road going towards

15 Austin.  A lot of people in the community use that

16 direction to go towards Bastrop.  And now you're going

17 to have four high-speed lanes with no traffic signal to

18 give you breaks in there or anything.

19 Also, a concern is that the other end of

20 Old 71, if you had longer slowdown and acceleration

21 lanes, and mark them as such, it might improve the flow

22 of traffic also.

23 Also, at the other end of Old 71 as

24 you're going towards Bastrop, the turnout, or the

25 crossover, doesn't match up either.  So maybe if that

Page 21
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TxDOT Open House - May 22, 2018
Job No. 2838382

1 could be fixed.  But I think Judge Pape had come up with

2 some good ideas.  Maybe extend out the one-direction

3 lane to where they can get up to speed a little closer,

4 going towards the Austin way and then put an additional

5 turnaround to where they could switch back and go

6 towards Bastrop a little safer as opposed to being in

7 the drop-off of the modification.

8 So a big thing is, the turnoffs we have

9 now aren't big enough because they were probably put in

10 when the speed limit was 55 miles an hour.  And now

11 we're up to 70, and you've usually got some folks out

12 there doing 75 or greater.  And then to try and slow

13 down on those very short turn-ins, it's very

14 nerve-racking at best.  So that's all I've got.

15 Also, there is -- I've heard that you are

16 all aware that there's another subdivision going in, the

17 Double Eagle Ranch, which is anywhere from 500 to 750

18 homes.  The Forest is going into Section II.  So they're

19 going to be increasing, as well as an RV park going in.

20 And, you know, they are probably going to dump off at

21 Pope Bend Road.

22 So, you know, considering there are all

23 those additional things in the future, it's hard to see

24 something put in, then you have to tear out what you put

25 in to fix it down the road.  So thank you very much.
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1

2

3 C O M M E N T S  T O  T H E  R E P O R T E R

4 SPEAKER:  MS. ANNE BECK

5 MS. BECK:  My name is Anne Beck, A-n-n-e

6 B-e-c-k, and I live in The Colony, which is on down the

7 road.

8 THE REPORTER:  Okay.

9 MS. BECK:  Okay.  And my concern is the

10 south access road at the high school.  Right now, it is

11 functioning beautifully as a two-way situation lane so

12 that you can travel either from the south -- I mean,

13 from the east or the west on it.  And it is my hope that

14 that will be recognized as a necessity into the high

15 school and will not be changed into a one-way situation

16 just going east.  Okay, that's all.

17 The overall -- would one of these

18 gentlemen know?

19 THE REPORTER:  A lot better than I would.

20 MS. BECK:  Okay.

21 THE REPORTER:  I'm just taking down

22 statements to be added to the transcript of the meeting.

23 MS. BECK:  Okay.  I just wonder if the

24 overall goal is to do away with all the stop lights on

25 71 by replacing them with overpasses, or if these are
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1 just two critical points that the Highway Department has

2 decided needs addressing at the moment.  And I guess by

3 going to the Web site, would I probably be able to find

4 out this information?

5 THE REPORTER:  I would think so, or

6 getting to one of the maps.

7 MS. BECK:  Well, see, I have the map

8 here, but --

9 THE REPORTER:  Oh, okay.

10 MS. BECK:  See, this tells me that the

11 overpasses are going to be here, and it does not

12 indicate what's going to go on further on down --

13 THE REPORTER:  Right.

14 MS. BECK:  -- the road and what's going

15

16

17

to happen.  So -- okay.  Okay.  Thank you, dear.  I 

appreciate you doing this for me.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17 SPEAKER:  MR. TOM McDONALD

18 MR. McDONALD:  We own the property

19 catty-corner from here, Pope Bend Road and Highway 71.

20 THE REPORTER:  Okay.

21 MR. McDONALD:  And Pope Bend is here, 71

22 is here (drawing), and they're going to take

23 right-of-way like this (drawing), and we have a stock

24 tank sitting here.  Okay?  And I was wondering if it's

25 possible that this can be moved down to here
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1 (indicating) so that they're not taking part of the

2 stock tank.

3 Do you understand --

4 THE REPORTER:  I do.

5 MR. McDONALD:  -- what I'm saying?

6 THE REPORTER:  I am writing down

7 everything you're saying.

8 MR. McDONALD:  Okay.  The expanded

9 right-of-way, if they could move the area that it goes

10 north, move it a little bit further west so as to not

11 impact the stock tank and the right-of- -- I mean, the

12 driveway into the house.  Okay.  Thank you.

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 
 
INTRODUCTIONS AND MEETING FORMAT 
Greetings and Format of the Hearing 

Christopher Bishop, TxDOT Austin District 

 
TECHNICAL PRESENTATION 
Project History, Description of the Proposed Improvements and Overview of 

the Environmental Process 

Jim Langston, Bridgefarmer & Associates 

 

RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND RELOCATION ASSISTANCE 
Christopher Bishop, TxDOT Austin District 

 

BREAK 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 

ADJOURN 
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SH 71 EAST AT TUCKER HILL LANE
AND POPE BEND ROAD

WHY IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED
State Highway (SH) 71 serves as a major corridor for motorists traveling to and from the Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport, the city of Bastrop, and other central Texas communities. In fact, in 2015, the average 
daily traffic on SH 71 in Bastrop County exceeds 35,000 vehicles a day. With continued growth in eastern 
Travis and Bastrop counties, TxDOT is planning for improvements on this section of SH 71 to enhance safety 
and manage congestion.

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The proposed project would construct two new overpass bridges on SH 71 over the existing signalized
intersections at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road. This would improve mobility by allowing SH 71 
through-traffic to flow through the area without stopping. In addition, new frontage roads would be built within 
the project limits to allow local travelers access to Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road. Bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodations would also be improved and expanded, as a part of this proposed project.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE*

Summer 2022

Construction
completion

Fall 2020

Construction
start

Fall 2018

Anticipated
environmental

clearance

Spring 2019

Project
design

completion

Fall 2020

Project goes
out to bid

Contact Information:
Public Information Officer
(512) 832-7027

Austin District Office 
7901 N I-35 
Austin, TX 78753 

March 2018

*timeline contingent on environmental clearance and funding
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CARRETERA ESTATAL 71 ESTE INTERSECCIÓN
CON TUCKER HILL LANE Y POPE BEND ROAD

PORQUE SE NECESITAN MEJORAS
La Carretera Estatal  71 sirve como un corredor principal para automovilistas que viajan hacia y desde el 
aeropuerto internacional Austin-Bergstrom, la ciudad de Bastrop, y otras comunidades del centro de Texas. 
En el 2015, el promedio diario de trafico sobre la carretera estatal  SH 71 en el Condado Bastrop, excedió 
los 35,000 vehículos diarios. Con el crecimiento continuo en el este del Condado Travis y el Condado 
Bastrop, TxDOT está planeado mejoras en esta sección de la Carretera Estatal  SH 71 para mejorar la 
seguridad y controlar el congestionamiento.

DESCRIPCIÓN DEL PROYECTO 
El proyecto propuesto construiría dos nuevos pasos elevados en la SH 71 sobre las intersecciones 
existentes con señalamiento en Tucker Hill Lane y Pope Bend Road. Esto mejoraría la movilidad al permitir 
que el tráfico que cruza la Carretera Estatal  71 fluya sin detenerse.  Además, se construirán nuevos 
caminos laterales dentro de los límites del proyecto el cual permitirá a los automovilistas locales tener 
acceso a Tucker Hill Lane y Pope Bend Road. Habrá mejoras y ampliación para las instalaciones de ciclistas y 
peatones como parte de este proyecto en propuesta.

CALENDARIO DE DESARROLLO PARA EL PROYECTO*

Verano 2022

Construcción
�nalizada

Otoño 2020

Comienza
construcción

Otoño 2018

Autorización
ambiental
anticipada

Primavera 2019

Diseño del
proyecto
�nalizado

Otoño 2020

El proyecto
sale a licitación

Para información:
Oficial de Información Pública 
(512) 832-7027

Oficina del Distrito de Austin 
7901 N I-35 
Austin, TX 78753 

marzo de 2018

*calendario depende de aprobación ambiental y financiación 
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DRAFT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(optional contact information) 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

! I am employed by TxDOT 

! I do business with TxDOT 

! I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments:      
Please check the box that best identifies which intersection your written comment applies:  

❑ Tucker Hill Lane      ❑ Pope Bend Road      ❑ Both 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-

5426 (Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht), or online by visiting the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at Tucker Hill". 

Please submit comments by June 6, 2018. 

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 

open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 

are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 

Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

 

SH 71 East Corridor Study Public Hearing 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road 

May 22, 2018 

Cedar Creek High School 

793 Union Chapel Road Cedar Creek, TX 78612 

COMMENT 

FORM  
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TxDOT Austin District 

P.O. Box 15426 

Austin, Texas 78761-5426 

Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht 

Fold here 

Fold here 

Please 
Paste 

Postage 
Here 
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SPEAKER
REGISTRATION

CARD

PUBLIC HEARING 
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SH 71 East Corridor Study
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(please print)

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

PLEASE RETURN THIS CARD TO THE SIGN-IN TABLE

PLEASE RETURN THIS CARD TO THE SIGN-IN TABLE
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REGISTRATION

CARD
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May 22, 2018

WELCOME!
Public Hearing: SH 71 East Corridor Study 

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road

May 22, 2018
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May 22, 2018

Agenda

2

 Introductions

 Project and environmental 
overview

 Proposed Right of Way

 10-minute break

 Public comments

 Adjourn
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May 22, 2018

Public Comment Period

 For online comments, on either project, go to:  
www.txdot.gov and keyword search “SH 71 at Tucker Hill” 

 Mail comments to:  TxDOT Austin District 
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, Texas 78761 
Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht

Comments received by June 6, 2018 will be included in the 
public hearing summary reports.

3
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FM 457 Public Hearing September 1, 2015

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Public Hearing: SH 71 East Corridor Study 

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road

May 22, 2018
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May 22, 2018

Project Overview

 New overpass bridges on SH 71 over the existing 
signalized intersections at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope 
Bend Road
 One-way frontage roads within the project limits
 Improved and expanded bicycle and pedestrian 

accommodations

5
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May 22, 2018

Project Overview

Proposed Right-of-Way Needs:

 Approximately 25 acres of right of way at the Tucker 
Hill Lane intersection 
 Approximately 11 acres of right of way at the Pope 

Bend Road intersection
 2.13 acres on Pope Bend Road in McKinney Roughs 

Nature Park, a park area used by the public, which is 
subject to Chapter 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code
 No residential displacements are anticipated for either 

project

6
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Map of Projects

 Add Map
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Tucker Hill Lane 

8
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Pope Bend Road 

9
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
OVERVIEW 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 
16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Public Hearing: SH 71 East Corridor Study 

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road
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Environmental Studies

11

Air Quality & 
Traffic Noise

Hazardous
Materials

Biological
Resources

Land Use & 
Parkland

Water
Resources

Historic & 
Archaeological

Resources

Threatened & 
Endangered

Species
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RIGHT OF WAY
Public Hearing: SH 71 East Corridor Study 

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road

May 22, 2018
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Proposed Right of Way

13

 Tucker Hill Lane intersection
– Approximately 25 acres of right of way

 Pope Bend Road intersection 
– Approximately 11 acres of right of way

– 2.13 acres in McKinney Rough Nature Park, a park area used by the 
public, which is subject to Chapter 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code

 No residential displacements are anticipated for either 
project
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McKinney Roughs Nature Park

14
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Project Schedule

15
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10 Minute Break
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
PERIOD 

Public Hearing: SH 71 East Corridor Study 

Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road

May 22, 2018
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Public Comment Period

3 MINUTES
FOR EACH SPEAKER

18
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END OF TIME
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Public Comment Period

 For online comments, on either project, go to:  
www.txdot.gov and enter “SH 71 at Tucker Hill” 

 Mail comments to:  Attn: Jon Geiselbrecht
TxDOT Austin District 
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, Texas 78761 

Comments received by June 6, 2018 will be included in the 
public hearing summary reports.

Thank you for your participation.
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