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A.

COMMENT/RESPONSE 
MATRIX



PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE MATRIX 

# Commenter Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

1 Michelle Adams 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

Please put a blinking/stoplight at 1209 and 21 - dangerous. A signal is planned for the SH 21 / FM 1209 
intersection. 

Also consider the turn at Mount Olive and 21 - needs a better turn 
signal. You cannot see at night. 

A review at SH 21 / Mt. Olive will be done to 
determine if this intersection would meet 
illumination warrants. 

2 Deborah Bynum 4/30/2019 Verbal 
Comment 

We've got property on 71, and I just found out tonight that all 
access to that property headed eastbound has been cut off unless 
you go all the way down to a bridge that hasn't been built yet, and 
so I have no idea how hard it will be to turn around.  The 
gentleman prior to me voiced some concerns about lack of access 
-- being able to access the property, so I, too, would like to know if 
there's going to be some ability to cut into property without having 
to go a mile or more down the road to do a turnaround. It also 
significantly impacts future use of the land, which I think is not a 
good thing, and suspect the appraisers won't take that into 
consideration. 

No access to property is cut-off. Access will be 
maintained as-is through construction of the new 
bridge and u-turn. The existing median openings at 
Colorado Circle and River Oaks are being removed, 
so eastbound SH 71 traffic accessing Colorado 
Circle will use the u-turn at FM 1209 to return on the 
westbound frontage road. 

Also, since it seems to be about getting Houston people to Austin 
faster, I want to know if rapid transport was considered. Why build 
a road? Why not do a rapid transport thing and just avoid this 
whole mess? I haven't seen anything in the press about rapid 
transport being considered; although, of course, we've talked 
about that in this region for the last 20 years or longer. 

The purpose of the project is to relieve congestion 
and improve safety at the SH 71/FM 1209 
intersection.  If the comment is referring to rapid 
transit instead of rapid transport, alternative modes 
of transportation were not considered as this is 
outside the scope of an intersection improvement. 

I think a prior speaker also raised a concern about having this turn 
into a toll road, which will further compromise the ability to access 
property, and I -- I don't know whether there's any plans to turn 71 
into a toll road, but that's an obvious concern. Thank you. 

There is no current plan to toll this section of SH 71. 

3 Ron Coleman 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

1. What is the value of increasing the flow from this project if the
150 turn off at Buccees and the river crossing is not improved?
The Buccees turn of backs everything up every week just as if
there were a light on 71 to one lane. The backup will be huge.

There is a project that lets in May 2019 to 
reconstruct SH 71 in the area you describe between 
SH 95 and the West side of the Colorado River near 
the Sonic. 
This project will eliminate the backup from traffic 
turning at SH 95. 

4 Kathryn Flowers 4/6/2019 Email 
Comment 

I recently received notice of the public hearing for the SH 71 at FM 
1209 project in Bastrop. I wanted to send a note to say thank you 
to the project staff for including shared use paths in the design on 
both sides of both of the roadways for this project.   

Comment noted. Thank you for your support. 
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# Commenter Name 
Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

5 Don Hammel 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

Regarding: TxDOT Project SH71 from CR206 to SH21 If the ADT 
exceeds 35,000 VPD in 2015 and the Project design is complete 
Fall 2020 why wait to go to bid 3 1/2 years later? Safety is 
paramount on this Hwy 71 - it has been unsafe for many years. 
TxDot has had a handle on the growth pattern between Austin 
Bastrop County for the last 10 years*. Again, why the delay? 

We appreciate your support of the project and its 
urgency. The time between tonight's meeting and 
the bid date is needed to acquire right-of-way and 
relocate utilities. 

6 Tommie Haffelder 5/22/19 Mailed 
Comment 

Form 

We live on the southwest corner of 
Our concern is that as the east bound construction traffic on Hwy 
71 learns that they can detour to Union Chapel and continue to 
Hwy 21 and bypass the overpass construction at Hwy 71 & FM 
1209 it will greatly increase traffic on two lane Union Chapel. 

While traffic patterns may be different than usual
during construction, the end result will be a much 
safer and less congested roadway for all users. 

7 Joan Losiewiez 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

SH-71 needs to have 3+ lanes in either direction. Any proposal for 
a two lane improvement is a waste of taxpayer dollars. This only 
addresses one area of bottle necks. We need a better idea than is 
being presented. This only takes care of a percentage of what is 
needed for the intersection. With the many trucks traveling 
between Austin and points East to Houston it is difficult for traffic to 
flow throughout SH-71. School Buses stop traffic completely and 
there is always a few cars, trucks or SUVs that hang in the left lane 
going slow. Most often it's a parade like march. On the weekend 
travelers are stuck in several miles of slow moving bumper to 
bumper traffic When an accident occurs we are very much stuck 
with no out. It's not enough to make a difference. You need to think 
bigger! 

Thank you for your support of the planned 
improvements. 
Based on the traffic analysis, two lanes are justified 
at this time. 
The right-of-way allows for the addition of the 3rd 
lane you describe. 

8 Danny McCoy 4/30/2019 Verbal 
Comment 

I'm impacted by this with the west end of frontage roads and 
coming into my neighborhood. I think most everybody in here 
agrees that we need something at 1209. It is dangerous, the lights, 
people running, speeds, and all that.  What I have a problem with 
is the impact to those of us that have lived there for a very long 
time. I've been here 17 years, and I've got neighbors that -- I've got 
no idea how long they've been there because they were well 
established long before I got there. My daughter goes to high 
school at Cedar Creek; my other daughter goes to elementary 
school at Bluebonnet, and I've got a one-year-old that'll follow the 
same cycle if I even stay around here. I take my daughter to and 
from school at the high school every day. It's very simple. I exit, go 
to the high school, come back, turn, cross the median, and right 
into my driveway. Based on the way it is now, I will have to drive 
an extra 5 miles every time I take my daughters to school. I pick 
her up once a day. I drop her off once a day. I also head to Austin 

We understand your concern on additional travel 
distance. We considered travel impacts in the 
alternative and opted for the safety of the traveling 
public as the primary concern.
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# Commenter Name 
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a few times each week.  So at a simple 15 times a week, having to 
make this new turnaround, going to 1209, turning around, coming 
back this frontage road, I'm  looking at spending an extra $2,262 a 
year in lost gas, transportation costs on that, and that's just, you 
know a simple 15. I'm sure there's plenty of my, you know, local 
residents near me that have to drive that as many times or often.  
Have you impacted that on the people? Have you told us what -- 
the extra cost of us driving, just the simple things that we do every 
day? To me, it looks like this design was either a set of 
overzealous engineers, who just like to put a lot of things on paper 
and it looks really good, or there's some potential corruption 
behind it. Removing all those homes and businesses on the west 
side of 1209, there's no need in it. You can narrow the median. 
You can keep the frontage roads if you really want to and those 
businesses. Wiping those businesses out sounds like some kind of 
plan to eventually acquire those lands for other people who are 
looking to build strip malls or a bunch of other things. I don't think 
we're interested in that in our little area in Wyldwood. We got a 
light up there because we needed it to get back and forth at one 
time. 1209's not that important of a road.  People use it to get to 
and from their houses. They get to the school. They use it as a 
quick cutoff to 1209. It's a local road.  We don't need to wipe out 
our entire local businesses and sets of homes along 71 in order to 
build a road to make it faster for people from Houston and Austin. 
You're destroying a lot of our lives and the way we work just to put 
in a bunch of frontage roads. Narrow your design. Change it. 
Eliminate some of those frontage roads. Thank you. 

9 Pat McKay 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

1 East bound 71 at Stephen F Austin needs a overpass so fire & 
rescue do not have to go down & do a u-turn to enter the colony 
subdivision. Nor go to 1209 entrances 

1) TxDOT & The Colony HOA are working together
to address immediate needs and long-term
operations.

2 Project timeline is too long this needs to be build and finished in 
1/2 the time. People are having wrecks and dying because of the 
speed and traffic on hwy 71 currently 

2) Comment noted. Thank you for your support.

10 Mark Minchew 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

This is good but doesn't address 25 miles of 30 mph traffic every 
morning from 21 to IH 35 - between 6:45 - 8 AM - many more 
driving units coming between Bastrop & Austin 

The signalized intersections Ross Rd., Kellam Rd, 
Pope Bend Rd., and Tucker Hill Lane, between 
Bastrop and SH 130 are being eliminated with 
similar overpass projects that will go to construction 
ahead of this one. 
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11 NA 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

1. I see a stop sign to enter 71 West. Then I assume frontage road
to Pope Bend. Why not do a continuous frontage road?

1) A continuous frontage road to Pope Bend is part
of the long-term corridor study from SH 21 to SH
130.

2. Why sidewalks? I hope you do in future & not right away. 2) Sidewalks offer an alternate travel option for safe
access to schools and businesses, provide a
shared use ability for pedestrians and/or bicyclists,
and are supported on federally funded projects.

3. Why is Benny Boyd not affected like all of the other small
businesses? Does not seem fair to the small businesses

3) The car dealership sits atop a hill. Multiple
alternatives were evaluated this alternative provided
the best solution with minimal impacts.

4. Please consider stop lights vs stop signs @ the intersection. 4) FM 1209 will be built as a signalized intersection.

12 NA 5/13/2019 Mailed 
Comment 

Form 

It's too bad that so many small businesses will be displaced due to 
this project. These small businesses are part of what gives this 
part of Bastrop County its charm and character. 

The purpose of the project is to relieve congestion 
and improve safety at the SH 71/FM 1209 
intersection.  In order to do this, additional ROW is 
needed which will ultimately affect some 
homeowners and businesses.  These 
displacements are eligible for relocation assistance 
and reimbursement under the Uniform Act. 

 I also don't agree with the length of the entrance and exit ramps 
and the way people will need to drive further east on 71 just to get 
to the front entrance of the Colony subdivision. It now seems like 
there will be traffic issues on 1209 from people that live in the 
Colony. 

Comment noted. 

13 Consuelo Ortiz 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

1. EMT & Fire access to the Colony East bound 71 turning North
onto Stephen F Austin. Vehicle will experience >5min delay having
to turn on. Need a tunnel.

1) TxDOT is coordinating with emergency services
and the county with regard to travel routes.
Based on the additional costs of extending the
raised highway, adding a new bridge for the tunnel,
embankment, and adding additional retaining walls,
a tunnel under SH 71 is not feasible.

2. Level of noise
Given the >80f heigh of the overpass. Existing trees & structures
are not as tall and noise will carry for longer distances.

2) The height of the overpass approximately 25 feet
above existing ground. A traffic noise analysis was
conducted as part of the proposed project
improvements. The results of the analysis
determined that the proposed project would result in
noise impacts to five representative noise receivers.
Noise walls were evaluated but were determined to
not be feasible and reasonable for any of the
receivers.

14 Thomas Rosser 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

My primary concern is about the 3-4 minutes that this project will 
delay fire and EMS. The best "workable" solution would be a 

TxDOT is coordinating with emergency services, 
The Colony, and the county with regard to travel 
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significant extension of the raised lanes of SH71 to allow a one 
way underpass from eastbound SH71 to Stephen F. Austin with a 
stop sign at the point it hits the westbound SH71 access road. It 
also would allow connecting the walking trails. No detailed studies 
(counting cars for a week or more) have been done. Hundreds of 
homes in the Colony are affected.  

routes. A detailed traffic analysis was prepared as 
part of the study which included collecting traffic 
data at Stephen F. Austin using a traffic count.The 
traffic count conducted in May 2016 included AM 
and PM peak hour turning movements, 24 hour 
tube counts on cross-overs, ramps, and mainlanes 
including SH 71 @ Stephen F Austin. 

15 Thomas Rosser 4/30/2019 Verbal 
Comment 

I have one primary concern. I looked at the various options that I 
have to get to my house after the project is complete. The least 
impact to my house is three minutes. Doesn't sound like a problem 
until you understand that that means that that fire truck is delayed 
by three minutes; the EMT is delayed by three minutes.  I looked at 
the Heart Association that says brain death can start in four to six 
minutes. CPR not being provided, it's a 7 percent to 10 percent 
degradation for every single minute. So I have talked to people. I 
would like to see if there was a way to change to provide access 
from eastbound State 71 north through a tunnel -- you'd have to 
have a significant raise in the roadbed at that point to have a 
sufficient tunnel height -- to alleviate that three-minute delay for the 
current 600, soon to be, hopefully soon, thousands of additional 
residents in The Colony to not encounter that extra three-mile 
delay. 

TxDOT is coordinating with emergency services, 
The Colony, and the county with regard to travel 
routes. 

16 Thomas Schicker 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

I am concerned that their will be no convenient access to the 
Colony entrance from the East bound direction (Austin) without 
having to go to the 1209 exit and enter the Colony from the 1209 
entrance. That, I fear, will be the result that many people choose 
and thus put a tremendous amount of traffic into the Colony on that 
road.  

To address access to the colony via Stephen F 
Austin Blvd, an east to west U-turn will be added at 
SH 21. 
TxDOT & The Colony HOA are working together to 
address immediate needs and long-term 
operations. 

17 Dale Slaughter 4/30/2019 Verbal 
Comment 

I'm very concerned about the dust on this project and request you 
do everything you can to stop the dust. 

Dust control is a part of construction projects. 

And I want to know, in the future, is there any plans to make 
Highway 71 a toll road? 

There is no current plan to toll this section of SH 71. 

18 Carole Stern 4/30/2019 Email 
Comment 

I have a house in the Colony, and got the information on the 
hearing April 30th.   When is the road construction expected to 
begin around Highway 71 and 1209 overpass?  

Construction begins approximately summer 2024 
and ends in winter 2025 

19 Mike Taylor 4/30/2019 Comment 
Form 

Hurry up. Don't Wait. Don't Delay. Thank you for your support. 

20 Tom Wald 4/6/2019 Email 
Comment 

I would like to thank TxDOT for including shared use paths on both 
sides of both the primary and secondary highways in this project.  

Comment noted. Thank you for your support. 
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NOTICES 



Display Ads 

Date Newspaper Ad Type Version 
4/11/19 Bastrop Advertiser Display Ad English 
4/11/19 El Mundo Display Ad Spanish 
4/11/19 Bastrop Advertiser Legal Notice English 
4/11/19 El Mundo Legal Notice Spanish 
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AUSTIN COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS 

PROOF OF 

PUBLICATION 
STATE OF TEXAS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Before me, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for the County of Bastrop, State of 

Texas, on this day personally appeared Jal en Rocha, Advertising Agent of the Bastrop Advertiser, 

which is a newspaper of general circulation published in the county of Bastrop in the state of 

Texas, who being duly sworn by me, states that the attached advertisement was published at the 

lowest published rate for Classified advertising in said newspaper on the following date(s), to wit, 

and that the attached is a true copy of said advertisement: the following date(s), , first date of 

Publication 04/11/2019, last date of Publication 04/11/2019, web and print times Published 1.  

Signed 

NANCY LEDBET TER & ASSOCI ATES 

20020 FARM POND LN 

PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660-7746 

Invoice/Order Number: 

Ad Cost: 

Paid: 

Balance Due: 

0000471546 

$294.89 

$0.00 

$294.89 

Sworn or affirmed to, and subscribed before me, this 12th day of April, 2019 in Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and affixed ffi · seal, the day and year aforesaid. 

Signed L A11� 
(Notary) 
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AUSTIN COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS 

PROOF OF 

PUBLICATION 
STATE OF TEXAS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Before me, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for the County of Bastrop, State of 

Texas, on this day personally appeared Jalen Rocha, Advertising Agent of the Bastrop Advertiser, 

which is a newspaper of general circulation published in the county of Bastrop in the state of 

Texas, who being duly sworn by me, states that the attached advertisement was published at the 

lowest published rate for Classified advertising in said newspaper on the following date(s), to wit, 

and that the attached is a true copy of said advertisement: the following date(s), Notice Draft 

Environmental Assessment Available for Public Review and Public Hearing SH 71 From CR 206 

to SH 21 CSJs: 0265-03-041 Bastrop County, Texas T he Tex, first date of Publication 

04/11/2019, last date of Publication 04/11/2019, web and print times Published 1. 

NANCY LEDBET TER & ASSOCIATES 

20020 FARM POND LN 

PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660-7746 

Invoice/Order Number: 

Ad Cost: 

Paid: 

Balance Due: 

0000471553 

$233.28 

$0.00 

$233.28 

s;gned 

� {l,J!__ 
�vertis/ngAgent) 

Sworn or affirmed to, and subscribed before me, this 12th day of April, 2019 in Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and affix

l 
my ,�/11 ?"''a;d 

Signed 
J {IL 

Please see Ad on following page(s). 

(Notary) 
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5www.elmundonewspaper.com • Abril 11 - 17, 2019 LOCALES

Acompáñenos a una audiencia pública para 
discutir las mejoras propuestas para el SH 71 
desde CR 206 hasta SH 21 en el Condado de 
Bastrop. Miembros integrantes del grupo 
diseñador del Proyecto estarán presentes 
para contestar cualquier pregunta y 
proporcionar información. 

El propósito del proyecto propuesto es 
solucionar el aumento de congestión 
vehicular. Las mejoras propuestas incluye:

• Construcción de nueva carreteras 
laterales

• Inclusión de un un puente elevado en la 
intersección de la carretera SH 71 y la 
FM 1209

• Agregar rutas de uso compartido en 
ambos lados de la SH 71 y FM 1209

• Ampliación de la FM 1209
• Agregar vías de retorno a la intersección SH 71 y FM 1209

El Proyecto propuesto es aproximadamente 2.5 millas de distancia, requeriría aproximadamente 
32.5 acres adicionales de derecho de vía, y se anticipa el desplazamiento de siete propiedades 
residenciales y 25 negocios. Información sobre el Programa de Asistencia de Reubicación del 
TxDOT, beneficios y servicios para los propietarios afectados, e información sobre el calendario 
provisional para la adquisición de derecho de vía estarán disponibles el día de la reunión y en la 
oficina de distrito o de área.

Si usted planea atender a la reunión y tiene alguna necesidad especial de comunicación o de 
algún otro tipo, favor de comunicarse con Mitzi Ellison al (512) 761-2711 ó envíe un correo 
electrónico a: mitzi@nancyledbetter.com a más tardar el 26 de abril de 2019 para poder atender 
sus necesidades especiales.

La revisión ambiental, consulta y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes federales ambientales aplicables a este 
proyecto son, o han sido llevadas a cabo por el TxDOT de acuerdo con 23 U.S.C. 327 y un memorando de 
entendimiento con fecha 16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT.

SH 71 desde CR 206 hasta SH 21
AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 

Martes 
30 de Abril del 2019

5:30 p.m. - Sesión Abierta
6:30 p.m. - Comienza la 

Audiencia Pública
Centro de Convenciones y 
Exhibiciones de Bastrop 

1408 Chestnut St.
Bastrop, TX 78602

Para más información, visite el sitio de internet del TxDOT en www.txdot.gov y escriba “SH 71 at 
FM 1209” en la sección de búsqueda o llame al (512) 832-7104. Los comentarios serán 
aceptados durante la reunión, en el sitio de internet www.txdot.gov y escriba “SH 71 at 
FM 1209”, o por medio de correo postal a: 

TxDOT Austin District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426, 
Atención: Giuly Caceres, P.E. 

Por favor envíe sus comentarios antes del 15 de mayo de 2019.  

Lugar del Proyecto

Área del Proyecto

Centro de Convenciones y
Exhibiciones de Bastrop 

¡CONTRATANDO YA!

Aplique de Lunes a Sábado 10AM - 4PM

en 4150 Freidrich Ln. #B • Austin, TX

• Seguro de Vida Gratis 

• Seguro de Salud

• Seguro Dental 

• Seguro de Visión 

• Vacaciones Pagadas

• Feriados Pagados

• Tiempo Extra Pagado

Ofrecemos paquetes de beneficios que incluyen:

Posiciones de Producción trabajo por turnos AM y PM

TUMIAPP.COM

• Recamareros
• Cocineros Prep.
• Cocineros 
de Línea

• Lavaplatos
• Bussers
• Personal de
  Mantenimiento

Para las siguientes posiciones tiempo completo (EOE) 

(512) 872-3833

• Clases de Inglés 

Gratis

• Depósitos Directos

• Bonos de Referencia

• Cafetería

• Cuentas de Banco

con Tarjetas ATM Gratis

Celebrando a la Tierra
El próximo sábado 20 de 

abril, el Round Rock Parks 
and Recreation Department 
celebra el ‘Día de la Tierra’ 
con un festival familiar que 
ofrece diversión y educación 
para grandes y chicos.

De 9am. a 12pm., las fa-
milias podrán participar en 
diversas actividades entre-
tenidas que promueven la 
conservación de la Natura-
leza. Los asistentes podrán 
sembrar árboles, escuchar 
didácticas charlas, ayudar a 
limpiar un parque, participar 
en sorteos y juegos, aprender 
sobre plantas y mucho más.

El festival también con-
tará con la participación de 
organizaciones públicas y 
privadas promotoras de la 
conservación, las cuales cap-

tarán voluntarios para diver-
sas colaboraciones durante 
todo el año. 

Esta actividad tendrá lu-
gar en el Old Settlers Park y la 
entrada es gratuita.  EMN

3300 E Palm Valley Blvd. 
en Round Rock (TX 78665)

DÓNDE

El sábado 13 de abril, el 
Zaragoza Recreation Center 
se convertirá en el epicentro 
de todo lo relacionado con la 
jardinería para que la comu-
nidad aproveche esta prima-
vera sembrando y renovando 
sus áreas verdes. Bajo el lema 
‘Aprende, enseña, crece’, más 
de cincuenta empresas y or-
ganizaciones estarán com-
partiendo consejos y talleres 

Jardinería en el Zaragoza
con el público. Desde las 9am. 
hasta las 2pm. los asistentes 
también podrán recibir plan-
tas gratuitas, libros y material 
educativo. Para los chicos, ha-
brá un área de juegos. EMN

2608 Gonzales St.
en Austin (TX 78702)

DÓNDE

El tercer miércoles de 
cada mes, la organización The 
Financial Literacy Coalition 
of Central Texas ofrece a la 
comunidad talleres gratuitos 
sobre educación financiera. 
En su próxima cita, el miér-
coles 17 de abril, la organiza-
ción ofrecerá una charla sobre 
los ahorros, compartiendo 
consejos para elaborar presu-
puestos en el hogar, planificar 
sus finanzas y establecer me-
tas de ahorro. Los asistentes 
podrán obtener información 
útil e importante en inglés y 

Taller nan iero 
al Sur

de la iudad

español durante este taller 
que tendrá lugar a las 6pm. en 
la Biblioteca Hill Branch. Esta 
actividad está dirigida a ado-
lescentes y adultos. EMN

211 E. William Cannon Dr. 
en Austin (TX 78745)

DÓNDE

Pregunta adicional pondría en 
riesgo el conteo del Censo 2020

A  
un año de realizarse 
un nuevo conteo de-
mográfico en el país, 
las autoridades del 

Condado Travis y activistas loca-
les buscan educar a la comuni-
dad sobre la importancia de que 
todos seamos incluidos en estas 
vitales estadísticas.

Sin embargo, los resultados 
reales del Censo 2020 estarían en 
riesgo dada la insistencia de la 
Administración Trump de incluir 
la pregunta sobre ciudadanía es-
tadounidense en el cuestionario, 
algo que preocupa a los activistas 
y a las autoridades encargadas 
del conteo.

A esta inquietud se debe 
añadir que los datos no fidedig-
nos del Censo 2020 afectarán 
directamente la designación de 
fondos federales para Texas y no 
reflejará con veracidad los noto-
rios cambios demográficos del 
Estado.

“El Censo 2020 podría incluir 
una pregunta adicional sobre 
ciudadanía que los funciona-
rios del US Census Bureau con-
sideran un potencial factor de 
reducción de la participación 
de la población, en particular 
de los naturalizados y de los in-
migrantes indocumentados. Esa 
pregunta no se hace desde 1950. 
La decisión final la dará la Cor-
te Suprema”, comenta para EL 
MUNDO NEWSPAPER Ryan Ro-
binson demógrafo del Planning 
and Zoning Department de la 
Ciudad de Austin.

La US Census Bureau sugi-
rió cambios en las preguntas del 
formulario del 2020, entre ellas, 
la del matrimonio entre personas 
del mismo género ya que, según 
diversos estudios, estas parejas 

El Condado Travis 
lanza campaña para 
educar a la comunidad 
sobre la importancia 
de ser contabilizados 
el próximo año

no están siendo 
c o n t a b i l i z a d a s. 
Igualmente, habrá 
cambios en las pre-
guntas sobre la raza 
de los encuestados, 
ya se que se les pe-
dirá detallar a ‘ne-

gros’ y ‘blancos’ su nacionalidad.
Entre marzo y julio del 2020, 

la población podrá responder en 
línea, por teléfono o por correo 
postal. “La gente empezará a re-
cibir el cuestionario, por correo, 
desde marzo. Quienes no envíen 
sus respuestas hasta la fecha lí-
mite de cierre, que es en julio, 
recibirán la visita de trabajadores 
del US Census Bureau en sus ca-
sas”, dice Robinson.

El Censo se realiza cada diez 
años mediante un cuestionario 
de diez preguntas (el 2020 po-
drían ser once peguntas); y de 
acuerdo a los resultados se asig-
nan los asientos de la Cámara de 
Representantes; se destinan más 
de 800 mil millones de dólares 
anuales en fondos federales para 
gastos cruciales como la cons-
trucción y manutención de es-
cuelas, hospitales, infraestructura 
de transporte y departamentos de 
policía y de bomberos, entre otros 
programas para bienestar de las 
familias y de sus comunidades.

“El 2020 es un año importan-
te para la distribución de fondos 
del Gobierno Federal; por ello, 
para nuestras comunidades 
debe ser de gran interés hacer-
nos contar, solo así nos asegura-
mos que no recorten la financia-
ción de nuestros programas. No 
ser contados en el próximo Cen-
so, aunque sea solo en un por-
centaje de 1%, resultaría en una 
pérdida significativa de fondos 
federales de, por lo menos, 300 
millones de dólares al año para 
Texas”, asegura Robinson.

ADELANTE. El US Census Bureau reivindicó la importancia de su labor para contar a la 
población que reside en el país a pesar de que el presidente Trump descalificó el trabajo 
de esta agencia federal si no incluye la controevrtida pregunta sobre la ciudadanía de 
los encuestados.

TANIA DEL ÁNGEL PICH
editor@elmundonewspaper.com

A partir de marzo del 
2020, quienes cuenten 
con una dirección de 
vivienda recibirán por 
correo una postal junto 
con el cuestionario del US 
Census Bureau. Quienes 
no contesten (ni envíen) 
sus respuestas por 
correo postal, por correo 
electrónico o por teléfono 
antes del verano serán 
visitados en sus casas por 
empleados del Censo.

EL DATO

La comunidad 
latina:

el gran reto
Si las personas no se 

contabilizan, la comunidad 
en la que viven podría perd-
er fondos significativos para 
programas como Medicaid, 
Medicare, Children's Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP); 
afectando programas de vivi-
enda asequible, los almuer-
zos escolares, la asistencia 
para la educación especial, 
así como la planificación y 
construcción de carreteras.

“Un conteo total es siem-
pre un desafío logístico, ya 
que es difícil captar a los 
niños pequeños, a los inmi-
grantes, a las personas que 
viven en áreas rurales, a las 
personas de color, a los es-
tudiantes universitarios (que 
no saben si están incluidos 
en casa de sus padres o en 
sus viviendas actuales), a los 
que se mudan de residencia 
con frecuencia, a las perso-
nas sin hogar y a las perso-
nas que enfrentan barreras 
del idioma”, explica Robin-
son, pero destaca que el US 
Census Bureau contratará 
personal bilingüe o políglota 
para lograr la comunicación 
con el mayor número de 
inmigrantes posible. “Quer-
emos que los inmigrantes 
se sientan cómodos conte-
stando las preguntas en sus 
idiomas natales y que estén 
seguros que su información 
no será compartida con ni-
nguna otra entidad federal”, 
concluye Robinson.

El próximo año, las au-
toridades locales unirán 
fuerzas con el recién for-
mado Austin-Travis County 
Complete Count Committee 
para concientizar sobre la 
importancia del Censo con el 
objetivo de lograr la partici-
pación de la mayor cantidad 
de personas posible.
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HUESERO Y SOBANDERO
Dolor de espalda, cintura abierta, torceduras, 

golpes, dolor de cabeza, Migraña, miedo, 
empacho, susto, matriz caída y ovarios caídos. 

Aplicación de ventosas. (512) 552-4617

EMPLEOS

Se vende Traila 3 
Recámaras 2 baños 

Incluye: Refrigerador y estufa, 
se encuentra ubicada por 
Slaughter. Precio $52,000 
con $13,000 de enganche, 
Háblame (512) 745-7713 

para más información

RENTO CUARTO 
para una persona 
al Sur de Austin
$500 por mes y 

$150 de depósito 
Informes al

(512) 577-4685

Cómodos 
apartamentos 

de 1 y 2 
recámaras
Céntricamente 
localizados al 

Norte de Austin

Llámame para 
más informes o para visitar 

nuestra comunidad

CAPITAL 
VILLA

Por T
iempo Lim

ita
do 

tenemos un

Gran Especial 

del 1er. M
es de Renta

(512) 563-3552
• Elizabeth • 

 

Aplicar en persona de Lunes a Viernes de 2pm -5pm
2613 S. Lamar • Austin, TX 78704

SOLICITA

(512) 462-9333

COCINEROS, PREPARADORES, 
COCINERO DE LÍNEA 
Y LAVAPLATOS.

Pago desde 

$12hr. 
o más 

dependiendo 
de experiencia

CONTRATANDO 
INMEDIATAMENTE 

Operador con experiencia en 
Máquina Rotativa/Imprenta o 

personas que tengan habilidades 
para aprender a manejarlas. 

Candidatos deben ser cumplido 
y responsable. Nosotros 

Entrenamos. Posición Tiempo 
Completo.  Sueldo basado en 

experiencia. Mande su resume a: 
roland.ramos@printedd.com 

ó aplique en persona de 
8am - 5pm lunes a Viernes en el: 
2400 Forbes Drive, Austin 78754
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RENTA -  VENTA

BUSCAMOS 
PLANCHADORAS 

PARA LAVANDERÍA. 
No necesita experiencia. 

Lunes a Sábado 
40 horas o más, 

pagamos tiempo extra. 

COMENZANDO 
INMEDIATAMENTE. 
Llame o mande texto al 

(512) 748-1694

SE VENDE 
FoodTruck 1980 

Step Van Chevrolet 

BUEN PRECIO Y NEGOCIABLE. 
Dueño ofrece financiamiento a 

personas seriamente interesadas. 
(917) 653-7218

EQUIPADA CON:
1 Refrigerador vertical para botellas
1 Microondas
1 Cooler vertical 2 door stainless steel
1 congelador de 7 cu ft
2 Mesa de trabajo de Stainless steel 
1 Lavaplatos con 3 compartimentos
1 Hood system 18 p stainless steel
1 Sistema Completo Anti-Incendios 
1 estufa /con parrilla plana y horno
2 tanques de agua de 150 galones
2 freidoras con 2 compartimentos  
1 Refrigerador para Sándwich/ 
   ensaladas

¡VENDE TU CASA 
HOY, TE PAGAMOS

EN EFECTIVO!
En cualquier condición y ubicación, 

hacemos el CIERRE RÁPIDO
ALEXANDRA 
PETROSKI

HOUSE HU N T E RSAU ST I N .C OM
(512) 730-9897

• NO COMISIONES • NO HAY COSTOS DE CIERRE
• NO HAY REPARACIONES

ESPECIAL 
1 Brincolín, 24 Sillas, 

4 mesas $99 
A DOMICILIO

Contamos con carpas 
y Resbaladillas 

de agua
(512) 659-1728

SERVIC IOS

SERVIC IOS

Hombre conócete a ti mismo
Movimiento Gnóstico A.C.

¿Quiénes somos?
¿Hacia dónde vamos?

¿Por qué estamos aquí?
CLASES GRATIS

(512) 839-8902
(210) 291-1427

Contamos con pantallas de video
animación, maestro de ceremonias
y un repertorio versátil que hará de
tu fiesta algo único e inigualable

¡Reserva tu fecha ya! 

(512) 915-7973
impactosoundsystem18@gmail.com

Servicio de DJ 
para todo evento social

Con audio e iluminación 
para cubrir

• Boda 
• Quinceañera
• Cumpleaños 
• Bautizos 

y más. 

SOLICITUD. Five Star Concrete 
Inc, 2 Grist Mill Road, Uhland, 
Texas 78640-9363 ha 
solicitado a la Comisión de 
Calidad Ambiental de Texas 
(TCEQ) un Permiso Estándar 
de Calidad del Aire para una 
Planta de Lotes de Concreto 
con Controles Mejorados 
Número de Registro 155901 
para autorizar la operación 
de Una planta de hormigón 
permanente. Se propone que 
la instalación esté ubicada en 
18601 Farm-to-Market Road 
969, Manor, Travis County, 
Texas 78653. Este enlace a 
un mapa electrónico del sitio 
o la ubicación general de la 
instalación se proporciona
como una cortesía pública y
no como parte de la aplicación.
o aviso Para la ubicación
exacta, consulte la aplicación.
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
assets/public/hb610/index.
html?lat=30.238213&lng=-
97.527736&zoom=13&type=r. 
Esta solicitud se presentó a la 
TCEQ el 7 de marzo de 2019. La 
función principal de esta planta 
es fabricar concreto mezclando 
materiales que incluyen (entre 
otros) arena, áridos, cemento 
y agua. El director ejecutivo ha 
determinado que la solicitud se 
completó técnicamente el 20 
de marzo de 2019. 

COMENTARIOS PÚBLICOS 
/ AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA. 
Los comentarios públicos 
escritos sobre esta solicitud 
pueden enviarse en cualquier 
momento durante el período 
de comentarios públicos. 
El período de comentarios 
públicos comienza en la 
primera fecha en que se 
publica el aviso y se extiende 
hasta el cierre de la audiencia 
pública. Los comentarios 
públicos pueden enviarse 
por escrito a la Comisión 
de Calidad Ambiental de 
Texas, Oficina del Secretario 
Principal, MC-105, P.O. Box 
13087, Austin, TX 78711-
3087, o electrónicamente en 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/
eComment/. Tenga en cuenta 
que cualquier información 
de contacto que proporcione, 
incluido su nombre, número de 
teléfono, dirección de correo 
electrónico y dirección física, 
formará parte del registro 
público de la agencia.

Se ha programado una 
audiencia pública, que constará 
de dos partes, un período de 
discusión informal y un período 
de comentarios formales. 
Durante el período de discusión 
informal, se alienta al público a 
hacer preguntas al solicitante 
y al personal de TCEQ con 
respecto a la solicitud, pero los 
comentarios realizados durante 
el período informal no serán 
considerados por el director 
ejecutivo antes de tomar una 
decisión sobre el permiso, y 
no habrá una respuesta formal. 
Se hará a los comentarios 
informales. Durante el período 
de comentarios formales, los 
miembros del público pueden 
declarar sus comentarios en el 
registro oficial. Los comentarios 
por escrito sobre esta solicitud 
también pueden enviarse en 
cualquier momento durante la 
audiencia. El propósito de una 
audiencia pública es brindar 
la oportunidad de presentar 
comentarios por escrito o 
una declaración oral sobre la 
solicitud. La audiencia pública 
no es un procedimiento 
probatorio. 

La audiencia pública 
se llevará a cabo: 

Lunes 13 de mayo de 2019, 
a las 7:00 pm. 

Sleep Inn & Suites 
Austin Northeast

8410 U.S. Highway 290 Este
Austin, Texas 78724

RESPUESTA A LOS COMEN-
TARIOS. El director ejecutivo 
preparará una respuesta por 
escrito a todos los comentarios 
formales una vez que se cierre 
el período de comentarios. La 
respuesta, junto con la decisión 
del director ejecutivo sobre 
la solicitud, se enviará por 
correo a todos los que enviaron 
comentarios públicos y la 
respuesta a los comentarios 
se publicará en el archivo de 
permiso para ver. 

El director ejecutivo deberá 
aprobar o rechazar la solicitud 
a más tardar 35 días después 
de la fecha de la audiencia 
pública, considerando todos los 
comentarios recibidos dentro 
del período de comentarios, 
y basará esta decisión en 
si la solicitud cumple con 
los requisitos del permiso 
estándar. 

OFICINA CENTRAL / RE-
GIONAL. La aplicación estará 
disponible para ver y copiar 
en la Oficina Central de TCEQ 
y en la Oficina Regional de 
TCEQ Austin, ubicada en 12100 
Park 35 Circle Bldg A Rm 179, 
Austin, Texas 78753-1808, 
durante las horas de 8:00 a. 00 
pm, de lunes a viernes, a partir 
del primer día de publicación 
de este aviso. 

INFORMACIÓN. Los comen-
tarios públicos o peticiones 
para una reunión pública o 
audiencia de caso impugnado 
se debe presentar en la Oficina 
del Funcionario Jefe, MC-105, 
TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, 
Texas 78711-3087, o por el 
Internet al www14.tceq.texas.
gov/epic/eComment/. Para 
mayor información acerca de 
esta solicitud para el proceso 
de permisos, por favor llame a 
la TCEQ, gratis, El Programa de 
Educación Pública de la TCEQ, 
al 1-800-687-4040.

También puede obtener más 
información en Five Star 
Concrete, Inc., 2 Grist Mill 
Road, Uhland, Texas 78640-
9363, o llamando al Sr. 
Stephen Hampton, Gerente de 
Cumplimiento al (512) 398-
7797.

Fecha de emisión del aviso: 
3 de abril de 2019.

AVISO DE SOLICITUD Y AUDIENCIA 
PÚBLICA PARA UN PERMISO 

ESTÁNDAR DE CALIDAD 
DEL AIRE PARA UNA PLANTA 
DE HORMIGÓN DE CONCRETO 
CON CONTROLES MEJORADOS

NÚMERO DE REGISTRO 
DE CALIDAD DEL AIRE 
PROPUESTO 155901

COMISIÓN DE CALIDAD 
AMBIENTAL DE TEXAS

SOLICITUD CPI Products Intl, Inc., ha 
solicitado a la Comisión de Calidad 
Ambiental de Texas (TCEQ, por sus 
siglas en inglés) para enmienda 
del Permiso de Calidad de Aire 
Núm. 141123, el cual autorizaría 
modificación a una instalación de 
resina termoestable ubicado en 
4100 Farm-to-Market Road 1105, 
Walburg, Condado de Williamson, 
Texas 78673. Este enlace a un 
mapa electrónico de la instalación 
o ubicación general del sitio es 
proporcionado como una cortesía al 
público y no es parte de la solicitud 
o del aviso. Para la ubicación exacta, 
consulte la solicitud. http://www.
tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/
index.html?lat=30.725317&lng=-
97.582276&zoom=13&type=r. La 
instalación emitirá los siguientes 
contaminantes: solventes exentos, 
contaminantes atmosféricos
peligrosos, compuestos orgánicos 
y material particulado incluyendo 
material particulado con diámetros 
de 10 micrómetros o menos y 2,5 
micrómetros o menos.

Esta solicitud se presentó a la TCEQ 
el 18 de marzo de 2019. La solicitud 
estará disponible para ser revisada 
y copiada en la oficina central de 
la TCEQ, la oficina regional de la 
TCEQ en Austin, y la biblioteca 
pública de Georgetown, 402 West 
8th Street, Georgetown, Condado de 
Williamson, Texas comenzando el 
primer día de la publicación de este 
aviso. El expediente de cumplimiento 
normativo de la instalación, si alguno 
existe, está disponible para su revisión 
pública en la oficina regional de la 
TCEQ en Austin.

El director ejecutivo de la TCEQ ha 
determinado que la solicitud está 
completa administrativamente y 
llevará a cabo un examen técnico de 
la solicitud.

COMENTARIO PÚBLICO/REUNIÓN 
PÚBLICA Usted puede presentar 
comentarios públicos, o solicitar 
una reunión pública o solicitar 
una audiencia de caso impugnado 
a la Oficina del Secretario Oficial 
al domicilio a continuación. La 
TCEQ tomará en cuenta todos los 
comentarios públicos en la decisión 
final sobre la solicitud. Después de 
la fecha límite para los comentarios 
públicos, el director ejecutivo 
preparará una respuesta a todos los 
comentarios públicos. 

El propósito de una reunión pública 
es proporcionar la oportunidad 
de presentar comentarios o hacer 
preguntas sobre la solicitud. Si 
el director ejecutivo determina que 
existe un importante nivel de interés 
público con respecto a la solicitud, si 
lo solicita una persona de interés, o si 
lo solicita un legislador local, se llevará 
a cabo una reunión pública sobre la 
solicitud. Una reunión pública no es 
una audiencia de caso impugnado.

Después de que la revisión técnica 
de la solicitud este completa, el 
director ejecutivo puede preparar un 
permiso en desarrollo (borrador) de 
la solicitud. El Aviso de la Solicitud 
y la Decisión Preliminar del Permiso 
de Calidad del Aire será publicada y 
enviada por correo a esos que hicieron 
comentarios, enviaron solicitudes 
de audiencia o están en las listas de 
correos para esta solicitud. Ese aviso 
incluirá el plazo final para presentar 
comentarios públicos.

OPORTUNIDAD PARA UNA AUDIEN-
CIA DE CASO IMPUGNADO Usted 
puede solicitar una audiencia de 
caso impugnado. Una audiencia de 
caso impugnado es un procedimiento 
legal similar a un juicio civil en un 
tribunal de distrito del estado. Una 
audiencia de caso impugnado solo 
se concederá con base a cuestiones 
de hechos en disputa que son 
pertinentes y materiales a la decisión 
de la Comisión. Además, la Comisión 
sólo otorgará una audiencia sobre 
las cuestiones presentadas durante 
el período de comentarios públicos 
y no retiradas. La fecha límite para 
enviar una solicitud para una 
audiencia de caso impugnado es 
30 días después de que se publique 
el aviso en el periódico. Si una 
solicitud se presenta a tiempo, el 
plazo para solicitar una audiencia 
de caso impugnado se extenderá a 
30 días después de que se envíen 
por correo la respuesta de los 
comentarios.

Una persona que puede estar 
afectada por contaminantes de 
emisiones atmosféricas de una 
planta tiene derecho a solicitar 
una audiencia. Si se solicita una 
audiencia de caso impugnado, 
debe presentar lo siguiente: (1) 
su nombre (o para un grupo o 
asociación, un representante 
oficial), dirección, y número de 
teléfono durante el día; (2) el 
nombre del solicitante y número 
del permiso; (3) la declaración “[yo/
nosotros] solicito/solicitamos una 
audiencia de caso impugnado;” (4) 
una descripción específica de cómo 
sería adversamente afectado por la 
solicitud y emisiones atmosféricas 
de la planta de manera que no es 
común para el público en general; 
(5) la ubicación y la distancia de 
su propiedad con relación a la 
planta; (6) una descripción de 
cómo usa la propiedad, que puede 
verse afectada por la planta; y (7) 
una lista de todas las cuestiones 
de hecho en disputa que usted 
presente durante el período de 
comentarios. Si la petición la hace 
un grupo o una asociación, uno o 
más miembros que tienen derecho 
a solicitar una audiencia deben 
ser identificados por su nombre 
y dirección física. Los intereses 
que el grupo o la asociación
busca proteger también deben
ser identificados. También puede 
presentar sus modificaciones
propuestas a la solicitud/al permiso 
que satisfarían sus inquietudes.

Si una solicitud de audiencia se 
recibe a tiempo, después del 
cierre de todos los períodos de 
comentarios y de petición que 
aplican, el director ejecutivo enviará 
la solicitud y cualquier petición para 
una audiencia de caso impugnado 
a los Comisionados de la TCEQ 
para su consideración durante una 
reunión programada de la Comisión. 
La Comisión sólo puede conceder 
una solicitud de una audiencia de 
caso impugnado sobre los temas 
que el solicitante haya presentado 
en sus comentarios oportunos que 
no fueron retirados posteriormente. Si 
se concede una audiencia, el tema 
de la audiencia estará limitado a 
cuestiones de hecho en disputa o 
cuestiones mixtas de hecho y de 
derecho relacionadas a intereses 
pertinentes de calidad atmosférica 
que se hayan presentado durante el 
período de comentarios. Cuestiones 
tales como valor de propiedad, ruido, 
seguridad de tráfico y zonificación 
están fuera de la jurisdicción de la 
Comisión para abordarse en este 
proceso judicial.

LISTA DE CORREO Además de 
presentar comentarios públicos, 
puede pedir ser incluido en una 
lista de correo para recibir futuros 
avisos públicos sobre esta solicitud 
específica enviada por correo por 
la Oficina del Secretario Oficial de 
la TCEQ, al enviar una petición por 
escrito a la Oficina del Secretario 
Oficial de la TCEQ a la dirección a 
continuación.

CONTACTOS DE LA AGENCIA E 
INFORMACIÓN Comentarios públicos 
y peticiones se deben entregar 
electrónicamente a www14.tceq.
texas.gov/epic/eComment/ o deben 
enviarse por escrito a la Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, 
Oficina del Secretario Oficial, MC 105, 
TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 
78711-3087. Por favor tenga en 
cuenta que cualquier información de 
contacto que proporcione, incluyendo 
su nombre, número de teléfono, 
dirección de correo electrónico 
y dirección física, se agregará al 
registro público de la agencia. Para 
más información sobre esta solicitud 
de permiso o sobre el proceso de 
permisos, por favor llame sin cobro 
al Programa de Educación del 
Público al 1-800-687-4040. Si desea 
información en español, puede llamar 
al 1-800-687-4040.

Se puede obtener información 
adicional también CPI Products Intl, 
Inc., P.O. Box 510, Walburg, Texas 
78673-0510, o al llamar a Mrs. 
Stephanie Grelle, The Thrival Company 
al número (512) 468-7370.

Fecha de Expedición: 28 de marzo 
de 2019

AVISO DE RECIBO DE SOLICITUD 
E INTENCIÓN DE OBTENER 

PERMISO DE AIRE
PERMISO de CALIDAD DE AIRE 

NÚM. 141123

COMISIÓN DE CALIDAD 
AMBIENTAL DE TEXAS

El Departamento de Transporte 
de Texas (TxDOT) está 
proponiendo solucionar el 
incremento de la congestión 
vehicular en la SH 71 desde 
CR 206 hasta SH 21 en el 
Condado de Bastrop, Texas.  
Esta noticia es para avisar al 
publico que un borrador de la 
evaluación ambiental (EA) está 
disponible para revisión del 
público y que el TxDOT estará 
llevando a cabo una audiencia 
pública sobre el proyecto 
propuesto. La audiencia se 
realizará el martes 30 de 
abril del 2019 en el Centro de 
Convenciones & Exhibiciones 
de Bastrop localizado en 
el 1408 Chestnut Street, 
Bastrop, TX 78602. Habrá una 
exposición disponible para ser 
vista desde las 5:30 p.m. para 
comenzar la audiencia formal 
a las 6:30 p.m. El propósito de 
la audiencia es presentar las 
mejoras planeadas y recibir 
comentarios públicos sobre el 
proyecto propuesto.

Las mejoras propuestas 
incluyen: construir nuevas 
carreteras laterales, agregar 
un puente elevado en el SH 
71 sobre la intersección FM 
1209, agregar rutas de uso 
compartido a ambos lados de 
SH 71 y FM 1209, mejoras al 
FM 1209 y agregar vías de 
retorno a la intersección SH 71 
y FM 1209. 

La distancia del proyecto 
propuesto es aproximadamente 
de 2.5 millas y requerirá 
aproximadamente 32.5 acres 
adicionales de derecho de vía. 
El proyecto propuesto podría 
desplazar siete propiedades 
residenciales y 25 estructuras 
comerciales. Información sobre 
el Programa de Asistencia 
de Reubicación del TxDOT, 
beneficios y servicios para las 
personas afectadas, así como 
información del calendario 
tentativo para la adquisición 
del derch de via y construcción 
pueden ser obtenidas en 
la oficina del distrito del 
TxDOT en la dirección que se 
menciona abajo. Asistencia de 
relocalización está disponible 
para las personas y negocios 
desplazados.

El borrador EA, diseño y mapas 
mostrando la ubicación del 
proyecto, calendario tentativo 
de la construcción, y otra 
información con respecto al 
proyecto están en archivo y 
disponible para revisión lunes 
a viernes en el horario de 
8:00 a.m. a 5:00 p.m. en la 
Oficina del TxDOT del Área de 
Bastrop, localizada en el 174 
SH 21 East en Bastrop, (512) 
321-2221, o en la Oficina
principal del TxDOT del Distrito 
de Austin ubicada en 7901 N. 
I-35 en Austin, (512) 832-7000 
y en la página de internet en 
www.txdot.gov, escriba en el 
área de búsqueda “SH 71 at 
FM 1209”. Esta información 
también estará disponible para 
revisión el día de la audiencia. 
Comentarios verbales y por
escrito por parte del público 
con respecto al proyecto
son requeridos y pueden ser 
presentados en la audiencia, 
en persona o pueden ser
enviados por correo a la Oficina 
de Distrito de Austin del TxDOT, 
P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 
78761-5426, Atención: Giuly 
Cáceres, P.E. Comentarios
deben ser recibidos en o antes 
del 15 de mayo del 2019 para 
poder ser parte del archivo 
oficial de la audiencia. 

La audiencia será conducida 
en el idioma inglés. Personas 
interesadas en atender a 
la audiencia que requieran 
comunicación o necesidades 
especiales, como intérprete, le 
animamos a que se comunique 
con Mitzi Ellison, Líder del 
Proyecto de Participación 
Pública al (512) 761-2711 
ó por correo electrónico a: 
mitzi@nancyledbetter.com. 
Requerimientos deben ser 
hechos por lo menos cuatro 
días antes de la audiencia. 
Se harán todos los esfuerzos 
razonables para satisfacer 
estas necesidades.

Si usted tiene preguntas 
generales o preocupaciones 
sobre el proyecto propuesto 
o de la audiencia, por favor 
comuníquese con Giuly
Cáceres, P.E., Gerente del
Proyecto, al (512) 832-7104 
ó por correo electrónico a:  
Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov.

La revisión ambiental, consulta 
y otras acciones requeridas por 
las leyes federales ambientales 
aplicables a este proyecto son, 
o han sido llevadas a cabo por 
el TxDOT de acuerdo con 23 
U.S.C. 327 y un memorando 
de entendimiento con fecha 
16 de diciembre de 2014, y 
ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT.

Noticia
Borrador de la Evaluación 

Ambiental Disponible 
para Revisión Pública 

y 
Audiencia Pública 

SH 71
Desde CR 206 hasta SH 21

CSJs: 0265-03-041
Condado de Bastrop, Texas

LLAME AL
   (512) 

   484-1040
    Carmen

Mariachi
Continental
de Austin
Acompáñenos en Hacienda Jalisco los viernes de 7 a 9pm

8766 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78758
¡RESERVE YA SU SERENATA DE DÍA DE LAS MADRES!

MECÁNICO 
A DOMICILIO 

36 años de experiencia
Presupuestos $65
(512) 785-3677 

Sr. Soto

Sur de Austin (512) 817-2850
Recruiting@srsdistribution.com

Contáctenos para más información
¡Pagamos por Semana!

¡Ahora Contratando!
Cargador de Techo 

y Chofer 
Ayudante

Asistente de Bodega

SEGURO DE 
AUTO Y CASA 

al precio más bajo. 
Llámame

(512) 672-9477 
Ruben

REPARO 
transmisiones
financiamiento 

disponible
(512) 331-9797

SEGURO 
DE AUTO 

SIN 
RESTRICCIONES
(512) 975-4300

AUTO 
PARTES 
USADAS

(512) 377-1262
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I Texas Department of Transportation

125 EAST 11TH STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 I 512.463.8588 I WWW.TXDOT.GOV 

March 28, 2019 

The Honorable Kirk Watson 

Texas Senate 
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, Texas 78711 

RE: Public Hearing for State Highway (SH) 71 from CR 206 to SH 21, Bastrop County, 
Texas 

Dear Senator Watson: 

You are cordially invited to attend a public hearing for the above referenced project on SH 71 *.

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), Austin District is proposing roadway improvements 
to SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 in Bastrop County. The proposed improvements include: 

• Constructing new frontage roads
• Adding an overpass on SH 71 at the FM 1209 intersection
• Adding shared-use paths on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209
• Improvements at FM 1209
• Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

The length of the proposed project is approximately 2.5 miles, would require approximately 32.5 
acres of additional right of way, and is anticipated to displace seven residential properties and 25 
businesses. Information regarding the TxDOT, Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services 
for those displaced, and information about the tentative schedule for right-of-way acquisition can be 
obtained at the hearing or from the district and/or area office. 

The hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Bastrop 
Convention and Exhibit Center located at 1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, Texas 78602. The hearing 
will include information and exhibits for the project, as well as an opportunity to comment. The 
hearing will follow this timeline: 

5:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. An open house with project information will be available for review and project 
team members will be available to answer questions. 

6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. A public hearing and public comment period. 

Invitations will be sent to your constituents who are adjacent property and businesses owners in the 
vicinity of SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21. 

OUR VALUES: People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

OUR MISSION: Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Sample Elected Official Letter
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Elected Official Mailing List

Prefix Title Salutation First Name Last Name Title/Position Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
The Honorable Mayor Connie Schroeder Mayor City of Bastrop 1301 Church Street Bastrop TX 78602
The Honorable Commissioner Clara Beckett County Commissioner, Precinct 2 Bastrop County 804 Pecan Street Bastrop TX 78602
The Honorable Commissioner Melvin Hammer County Commissioner, Precinct 1 Bastrop County 804 Pecan Street Bastrop TX 78602
The Honorable Commissioner Mark Meuth County Commissioner, Precinct 3 Bastrop County 804 Pecan Street Bastrop TX 78602
The Honorable Judge Paul Pape County Judge Bastrop County 804 Pecan Street Bastrop TX 78602
The Honorable Commissioner Donna Snowden County Commissioner, Precinct 4 Bastrop County 804 Pecan Street Bastrop TX 78602
The Honorable Representative Eddie Rodriguez Representative, District 51 Texas House of Representatives P.O. Box 2910 Austin TX 78768
The Honorable Senator Kirk Watson Senator, District 14 Texas Senate P.O. Box 12068 Austin TX 78711
The Honorable Representative John Cyrier Representative, District 17 Texas House of Representatives P.O. Box 2910 Austin TX 78768
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Property Owner & Stakeholder 
Notification Letters
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125 EAST 11TH STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 | 512.463.8588 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV 

OUR VALUES:  People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 
OUR MISSION:  Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

March 29, 2019 

Benita Aguilar Cruz 
 

 

RE:  Public Hearing for State Highway (SH) 71 from CR 206 to SH 21, Bastrop County, 
Texas 

Dear Property Owner: 

You are cordially invited to attend a public hearing for the above referenced project on SH 71. 

The Texas Department of Transportation Austin District is proposing roadway improvements to    
SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 in Bastrop County. The proposed improvements include: 

• Constructing new frontage roads
• Adding an overpass on SH 71 at the FM 1209 intersection
• Adding shared-use paths on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209
• Improvements at FM 1209
• Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

The length of the proposed project is approximately 2.5 miles, would require approximately 32.5 
acres of additional right of way, and is anticipated to displace seven residential properties and 25 
businesses. Information regarding the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services 
for those displaced, and information about the tentative schedule for right-of-way acquisition can 
be obtained at the hearing or from the district and/or area office.  

The hearing will be held: 

April 30, 2019 
5:30– 7:30 p.m. 
Bastrop Convention and Exhibit Center 
1408 Chestnut Street 
Bastrop, TX 78602 

The hearing will include information and exhibits for the project, as well as an opportunity to 
comment. The hearing will follow this timeline: 

5:30 - 6:15 p.m.:  An open house with project information will be available for review and project 
team members will be available to answer questions 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.:  A public hearing, including a public comment period 

If you are unable to attend the public hearing you can view the documents and exhibits at the 
TxDOT Bastrop Area Office, 174 SH 21 East, Bastrop, Texas 78602, the TxDOT North Travis County 
Area Office, 1001 E. Parmer Lane, Austin, TX 78761-5426, the TxDOT Austin District headquarters, 

Sample Property Owner Letter
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2 March 29, 2019 

7901 N. 1-35, Austin, Texas 78753 or online at www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at FM 
1209". Comments must be received on or before May 15, 2019 to be a part of the official hearing 
record. 

We look forward to seeing you at the public hearing. If you have any questions, need additional 
information on this project, please contact me at (512) 832-7104 or by email at 
giuly.caceres@txdot.gov. If you have any special communication or accommodation needs, please 
contact Mitzi Ellison at (512) 761-2711 or by email at mitzi@nancyledbetter.com. 

Sincerely, 

Giuly Caceres, P.E. 
Project Manager 
TxDOT Austin District 

cc: Terry McCoy, P.E., District Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 
Diana Schulze, P.E., Bastrop Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 
Jon Geiselbrecht, AICP, Environmental Specialist, Austin District, TxDOT 

*The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws
for this project are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum

of understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

OUR VALUES: People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

OUR MISSION: Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Property Owner Mailing List

First Name Last Name Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
Benita Aguilar Cruz 2907 Caleb Dr Austin TX 78725
Guadalupe Albiter 389 Riddle Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
Leon & Dorothy Anderson 11221 Barrington Way Austin TX 78759
Hazel Austin 306 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Hala Ballouz 13001 W Hwy 71, Ste G100 Austin TX 78738
Bobby & Sharon Peterson Barnett 330 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Clyde Barnett, Jr 1396 Hwy 71 W Bastrop TX 78602
Patricia I Barron 1605 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Dellie Benford c/o Dorothy Thomas 101 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Les & Juanda Bergquist PO Box 81205 Austin TX 78708
Albert & Gracie Turner Brown 1800 Overhill Dr Austin TX 78721
Norvin & Patricia Brown 1439 Hwy 71W Bastrop TX 78602-9804
John Layne Burton Thomas Lynn Burton 11040 Circle Dr Austin TX 78736
Rebecca J Burton 108 River Oaks Dr Cedar Creek TX 78612
Grover L Bynum PO Box 50281 Austin TX 78763
Michael Campasso 8100 Manassas Dr Austin TX 78745
Jennifer & David Carroll 1604 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Daven & Anne Carter 505 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Ashley Casey 189 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
O Allen Cassel PO Box 534 Bastrop TX 78602
Johnny L Chapman 164 Cedar Ln Cedar Creek TX 78612
Clifford Charles Cody 307 Wilbarger Bend Rd Bastrop TX 78602
Lisa Crowe 11709 Pearce Ln Del Valle TX 78617
Chester J David PO Box 64 Bastrop TX 78602
Willie Fae Davis 346 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Juan & Sylvia Deleon 718 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Chris Devillier 684 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Edgar A & Ileana Diaz 1471 Hwy 71 W Bastrop TX 78602-3116
Noemi Enriquez 625 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Stephanie Friske 10806 Great Bridge Houston TX 77065
Inez Gaines Taylor Gaines Family Trust PO Box 186 Cedar Creek TX 78612-0186
William Eston Gassiott 449 Stephen F Austin Blvd Bastrop TX 78602
Driann Gipson Deborah Ann Gipson, Derwin Gipson 198 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Isaias Godinez 264 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Richard & Debra Goodwin 102 Blue Flame Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
G D Gratten 1805 Elmira Austin TX 78721
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Property Owner Mailing List

First Name Last Name Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
Billy & Peggy Gunter 118 Old Settlers Dr Bastrop TX 78602
Lazaro & Graciela Gutierrez 636 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Tommie Haffelder 265 Union Chapel Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
Tommie & Margaret Haffelder 265 Union Chapel Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
Bill & Lucy Hargis 1366 Hwy 71 W Ste 100 Bastrop TX 78602
Robert Hewitt, Jr 363 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Robert Hodde Randy Cole, Todd Kanz 1805 Hwy 290E Brenham TX 77833
Robert W & Deborah L Hodde 7032 Old Independence Rd Brenham TX 77833
Henrietta Houston 1498 Hwy 71 W Bastrop TX 78602
Denise Hutchinson PO Box 71193 Corpus Christi TX 78467
Cheryl Hyne 105 Blue Oaks Dr Cedar Creek TX 78612
Olivia Jaimes 638 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Robert Jewell 167 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Marjorie T Johnson PO Box 322 Bastrop TX 78602
Ulysess & Mattie Johnson 5406 E MLK Austin TX 78721
Ulysses Johnson 5406 E Martin Luther King Austin TX 78721
Chrystal Jones 183 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Justin & Jonathan Kortz 158 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Angela Krakora 179 Leisure Ln Cedar Creek TX 78612
John & Irene Krause 482 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Andrew Kraussman 13616 Field Stream Ln Manor TX 78653
Chris & Anna Larsen 14002 Gladebridge Ct Cypress TX 77429
Fidel Lopez PO Box 804 East Del Valle TX 78617
Maria Gloria Lopez Jaimes Marco Antonio Portillo Macedo 636 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Johny Joe & Olivia P Lozano 11828 Lansdown Rd Austin TX 78754
Elias & Norma Lucio 106 Wagon Way Bastrop TX 78602
Donald Martin 707 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Martha Martinez 717 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Robert L Mason 1547 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Jerry & Teri Maxwell 595 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Michael & Rosemary McBride 105 Wagon Way Bastrop TX 78602
Sheila McDonald PO Box 355 Bastrop TX 78602
Robert (Etal) Mcgraw 1429 Hwy 71 W Bastrop TX 78602
Denise & Scott McNeill 106 Stagecoach Cv Bastrop TX 78602
Gregory & Vivian Mendel 374 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Danny Moreno 199 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Property Owner Mailing List

First Name Last Name Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
Bruce & Eleonore Mungiguerra 114 Stagecoach Cv Bastrop TX 78602
Michael Nevarez 166 Briar Forest Dr Bastrop TX 78602
Benny N & Deborah Ochoa 224 Comanche Trail Elgin TX 78621
Leland H & Ruby Okelberry 278 B FM 20 Bastrop TX 78602
Gerardo & Alicia Olguin 131 Billingsley Heights Bastrop TX 78612

Countryplace Mortgage Ltd 15301 Spectrum Dr, Ste 550 Addison TX 75001
Wanda Parker 681 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Louis Perez 1601 Sahara Ave Austin TX 78745
Maria Guadalupe Tavera Piedra 130 Turkey Run Cedar Creek TX 78612
Shimanda Nicole Piper PO Box 3303 Pflugerville TX 78691
Justin Porter 665 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Jeff Prokop PO Box 714 Bastrop TX 78602
Michael Arnold Prokop PO Box 618 Bastrop TX 78602
Zachary Levi Pugh 21031 Ventura Blvd, Ste 1000 Woodland Hills CA 91364
Joanna & Barbara Pallas Ramirez 3701 Capistrano Trl Austin TX 78739
Stephen Ramirez 1591 Hwy 71 W #C Cedar Creek TX 78612
Eloina Ramirez-Garcia 328 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Eileen (etal) Reed 627 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Mary & Chris Reinhardt 120 Wagon Way Bastrop TX 78602
Keith & Rokisha Reynolds 316 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Stanley & Lena Rice 1619 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Randall H Riley 5309 Valburn Circle Austin TX 78731
Juan & Narcisa Rivera 710 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Gene Roberts 705 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Roycelene Rodillas 27900 Locust Ave Moreno Valley CA 92555
Pedro Saldana 108 Green Fields Dr Bastrop TX 78602
John & Sherrel Sanders 135 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Carl & Cindy Scrogum 480 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Steven & Georgia Sherrell c/o Melissa Hewitt 688 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Samuel & Desyria Short, Jr 6407 Bob White Ct Dunkirk MD 20754
Dale Slaughter 307 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Brandon Smith 613 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Trinidy Paul Smith 641 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Gabriel Suarez 172 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
B J Taylor 3803 Leafield St Austin TX 78749-3216
Bobby R Taylor 12801 Oak Creek Cv Austin TX 78727
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Property Owner Mailing List

First Name Last Name Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
Jamie & Yolanda Torres 170 Thousand Oaks Cedar Creek TX 78612
Re & Nelda Torres 394 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Emily Trevino Daniel Lopez Trevino Jr 835 Shiloh Rd Bastrop TX 78602
Donna Turner 1800 Overhill Dr Austin TX 78721
Rowland Turner 342 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Raul Vasquez 249 Hidden Springs Dr Bastrop TX 78602
Stephanie Walker-Sanders (etal) 12508 Franklin D Roosevelt St Manor TX 78653
Larry Dean Jr (Etal) Washington PO Box 1197 Bastrop TX 78602-1197
Thomas Weigl 552 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Theodore P Wendel 659 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Annie Williams 117 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612
John Wilson 218 Norma Jean Blvd Smithville TX 78957
Virgil Wyles c/o Betty Wyles PO Box 663 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Nana Yospo 662 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Rosemary Zamora 627 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Tyron Griess 133 FM 1209 Cedar Creek TX 78612

7-Eleven Inc PO Box 711 Dallas TX 75221
Arapahoe Boundaries Inc PO Box 7511 Houston TX 77270
Carolyn Dupy Management Trust 1905 S Lakeline Blvd Apt #226 Cedar Park TX 78613-4496
Hunt Communities Bastro LLC 4401 N Mesa Street El Paso TX 79902
Red Line Auto Sales LLC 1581 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Realty Income Properties 22 LLC 11995 El Camino Real San Diego CA 92130-2544
1634 W SH 71 LLC PO Box 202281 Austin TX 78720
Mueller Inc 1915 Hutchins Ave Ballinger TX 76821
SNB Construction Co LLC PO Box 1170 Bastrop TX 78602
AK Storage Inc 11404 Woodland Hills Trl Austin TX 78732
Thunderbird Real Estate Ltd 1586 W SH 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Ballard Brothers Inc PO Box 30462 Austin TX 78755
Bastrop County Emergency 214 Fohn Rd Red Rock TX 78662
CST Stations Texas LLC 19500 Bulverde Dr, Ste 100 San Antonio TX 78259
H D Plastering Lp 927 St Lawrence St Gonzales TX 78629-4150
BMM Enterprise LLC 8515 Dunsmere Dr Austin TX 78749
Bluebonnet Electric Coop Inc PO Box 240 Giddings TX 78942
Ballard & Sons Inc PO Box 30462 Austin TX 78755
Prokop Investments LLC PO Box 618 Bastrop TX 78602
EJ & M Leasing Inc 106 Wagon Way Bastrop TX 78602
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Property Owner Mailing List

First Name Last Name Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
Beachy Family Trust 876 Shiloh Rd Bastrop TX 78602
Sattar Investments Inc 5910 Courtyard Dr, Ste 170 Austin TX 78731
South Pass Development LLC 679 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Bastrop ISD 906 Farm St Bastrop TX 78602
B J & P LLC 31911 N 14th St Scottsdale AZ 85262
KKG Bastrop Investments LLC 407 1/2 Laurel Dr Friendswood TX 77546
Amazing Products LLC 1366 Hwy 71 W Ste 100 Bastrop TX 78602-3582
The David Mark Cluck Family Limited Partnership PO Box 17788 Hart TX 79043
West Texas Commercial Properties LTD 6021 43rd St Lubbock TX 79407
Hapbach LLC 8312 Navidad Austin TX 78755
XS Ranch Fund VI Lp 818 Sayers Rd Bastrop TX 78602
Nessmith Bypass Trust 407 Bonham Loop Georgetown TX 78633-5033
Bastrop 71 River Oaks LLC 502 Baylor St Austin TX 78703
Wyldwood Baptist Church Rt 1 Box 136 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Coker Investments Ltd 738 FM 969 Unit C Bastrop TX 78602
Colorado River Ranch LLC 3571 Far West Blvd, PMB 103 Austin TX 78731
Palms Properties LLC 407 1/2 Laurel Dr Friendswood TX 77546
First National Bank of Bastrop PO Drawer F Bastrop TX 78602
Sunoco LLC 8111 Westchester Dallas TX 75225
Hapbach LLC 8312 Navidad Austin TX 78755
Sparkley Properties Ltd 1278 Hwy 71 West Bastrop TX 78602
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125 EAST 11TH STREET, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701-2483 | 512.463.8588 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV 

OUR VALUES:  People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 
OUR MISSION:  Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

March 29, 2019 

Bastrop Auto Salvage 
 

 

RE:  Public Hearing for State Highway (SH) 71 from CR 206 to SH 21, Bastrop County, 
Texas 

Dear Interested Stakeholder: 

You are cordially invited to attend a public hearing for the above referenced project on SH 71. 

The Texas Department of Transportation Austin District is proposing roadway improvements to    
SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 in Bastrop County. The proposed improvements include: 

• Constructing new frontage roads
• Adding an overpass on SH 71 at the FM 1209 intersection
• Adding shared-use paths on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209
• Improvements at FM 1209
• Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

The length of the proposed project is approximately 2.5 miles, would require approximately 32.5 
acres of additional right of way, and is anticipated to displace seven residential properties and 25 
businesses. Information regarding the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services 
for those displaced, and information about the tentative schedule for right-of-way acquisition can 
be obtained at the hearing or from the district and/or area office.  

The hearing will be held: 

April 30, 2019 
5:30– 7:30 p.m. 
Bastrop Convention and Exhibit Center 
1408 Chestnut Street 
Bastrop, TX 78602 

The hearing will include information and exhibits for the project, as well as an opportunity to 
comment. The hearing will follow this timeline: 

5:30 - 6:15 p.m.:  An open house with project information will be available for review and project 
team members will be available to answer questions 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.:  A public hearing, including a public comment period 

Sample Stakeholder Letter
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

Stakeholder Mailing List

First Name Last Name Title/Position Company/Organization Mailing Address 1 City State Zip
Agilent Technologies Inc 1834 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Bastrop Auto Salvage 1552 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612

Maurice Cook County Sheriff Bastrop County 200 Jackson Street Bastrop TX 78602
Carolyn Dill, P.E. Director of Engineering &Bastrop County - Engineering & Development 211 Jackson Street Bastrop TX 78602

Bastrop County - Road & Bridge (Pct 1) 601 Cool Water Drive Bastrop TX 78602
Jason Hewitt Principal Bastrop High School 1614 Chambers St Bastrop TX 78602
Stephen Autrey Principal Bastrop Intermediate 509 Old Austin Highway Bastrop TX 78602
Steve Murray Superintendent Bastrop ISD 906 Farm Street906 Farm Street Bastrop TX 78602
Chris Julian Principal Bastrop Middle School 725 Old Austin Highway Bastrop TX 78602

Bastrop Powersports 1563 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Benny's Texas Bar-B-Que 1688 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Best Friends Boarding Too LLC 551 Union Chapel Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
Blue Bonnett Storage 114 Stoney Brook Dr Cedar Creek TX 78612
Bluebonnet Campground 307 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602

Alison Hall Principal Bluebonnet Elementary 416 FM 1209 Bastrop TX 78602
Roger Alvarado President Bluebonnet Volunteer Fire Department PO Box 335 Cedar Creek TX 78612

Bri-Tex Plastering 1591 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Ashby Johnson Director CAMPO 3300 N. Interstate 35, Suite 630 Austin TX 78705

DreamScapes 1582 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78602
Frank N Steins Grill 1556 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Happy Trails Rvs 1581 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort And Spa 575 Hyall Lost Pines Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
Jim's Motor Works Auto Repair 227 Blue Flame Rd Cedar Creek TX 78612
McKinney Roughs Nature Park 1884 Hwy 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
Robert Madden Industries 244 FM 535 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Sac-N-Pac 1525 Hwy 71 Bastrop TX 78602
Sames Bastrop Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram 1586 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612
Sonic Drive-In 1481 Hwy 71 Bastrop TX 78602

Beverly Malk Management Services The Colony C/O Goodwin Management 11149 Research Blvd, Ste 100 Austin TX 78759
The Home Source 1547 HWY 71 W Cedar Creek TX 78612
U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer 1588 Hwy 71 Cedar Creek TX 78612

Maela Hughes 111 N Hasler Blvd, Ste 101 Bastrop TX 78602
211 Jackson Street Bastrop TX 78602
601 Cool Water Drive Bastrop TX 78602
200 Jackson Street Bastrop TX 78602
PO Box 335 Cedar Creek TX 78612
3300 N. Interstate 35, Suite 630 Austin TX 78705
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NEWS RELEASE

AUSTIN DISTRICT
Brad Wheelis

(o): (512) 832-7060
(c): (512) 815-7239

Bradley.Wheelis@txdot.gov

TxDOT TO HOST PUBLIC HEARING FOR SH 71 FROM CR 206 TO SH 21
PROJECT
Improvements include removing signals from the mainlanes of SH 71 at FM 1209

Share This

Tweet This

April 26, 2019

BASTROP – The Texas Department of Transportation will host a public hearing to discuss the proposed 
improvements to SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21, on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Bastrop Convention and Exhibit Center, 1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, TX 78602.

The hearing will begin with an open house at 5:30 p.m. followed by a formal presentation at 6:30 p.m. A 
public comment session will be held after the presentation.

The purpose of the proposed project is to address increased congestion on SH 71, while minimizing right-of-
way, community and environmental impacts. The proposed project would include: 

• Constructing new frontage roads
• Adding a bridge on SH 71 over the FM 1209 intersection
• Adding shared-use paths for bicycles and pedestrians on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209
• Improvements to FM 1209
• Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209
• Adding a turnaround to the intersection of SH 71 and SH 21
• Adding an acceleration lane and improving deceleration lanes at the west median break

The project, with an estimated construction cost of $34.5 million, would improve safety and mobility for users 
of SH 71 by removing the traffic signal on the mainlanes. The proposed project is approximately 2.5 miles in 
length and requires approximately 32.5 acres of right of way near SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21. It is 
anticipated that 7 residential properties and 25 non-residential properties could be impacted.

Displays will be available for review and staff will be present to answer questions at the open house portion
of the hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public are requested. Those unable to attend the 
meeting in person can mail in their comments to the TxDOT Austin District, Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E., P.O. 
Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426. For more information on the project, visit txdot.gov and use the 
keywords “SH 71 at FM 1209.” Written comments must be received by Wednesday, May 15, 2019 to be 
included in the public record for the hearing.

For media inquiries, contact Bradley.Wheelis@txdot.gov or (512) 832-7060.

### 
The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail, and public transportation across the state. Through 

collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. Find out more at txdot.gov. “Like” us on 
Facebook and follow us on Twitter.

Our Values: People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty

An Equal Opportunity Employer

www.txdot.gov | TxDOT on Facebook | TxDOT on Twitter
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A - Z Site Index
|
Contact Us
|
Español

Public Hearing - SH 71 at FM 1209
Texas Department of Transportation >  Inside TxDOT >  Get Involved
> About Public Hearings, Meetings and Notices >  Hearings, Meetings and Notices Schedule

Where: Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center
1408 Chesnut Street
Bastrop, TX 78602 (Map)

When: Tuesday, April 30, 2019
5:30 p.m. Open House
6:30 p.m. Formal Hearing

Purpose: The purpose of the public hearing is to present the proposed project on SH 71 from
CR 206 to SH 21 in Bastrop County. Displays will be available for viewing at 5:30
p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:30 p.m. Comments must be received on or
before May 15, 2019 to be a part of the official hearing record.

Description: Proposed improvements include the following:

Constructing new frontage roads
Adding a grade-separation over the FM 1209 intersection
Adding shared-use paths on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209
Improvements at FM 1209
Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

Special
Accommodation:

TxDOT makes every reasonable effort to accommodate the needs of the public. The
public hearing will be in English. If you have a special communication or
accommodation needs, please call (512) 761-2711 at least three working days prior
to the meeting. Please be aware that advance notice is requested as some
accommodations may require time for TxDOT to arrange.

Memorandum of
Understanding:

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Downloads: Environmental Assessment
Technical Reports

Community Impacts Assessment Report
Historical Resources Survey Report
Water Resources Technical Report
Biological Evaluation Form



Driver Government Business Inside TxDOT Careers
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Tier I Site Assessment
Air Quality Report 
Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment
Traffic Noise Report
Indirect Impacts Technical Report 

Display Boards
Presentation
Schematic
Fact Sheet
Fact Sheet - (Español)
Comment Card
Comment Card - (Español)
Notice 
Notice - (Español)
Display Ad
Display Ad - (Español)

Contact: TxDOT Austin District
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, TX 78761

(512) 832-7700

Email

Posted April 2, 2019

Get Involved

About Public Hearings, Meetings and Notices 


Committees

Volunteer 


Archive 


Sunset Review
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TXDOT PUBLIC HEARING FOR STATE 
HIGHWAY 71 FROM CR 206 TO SH 21, 
BASTROP COUNTY, TEXAS

Business Directory (https://business.bastropchamber.com/list/) News Releases (https://business.bastropchamber.com/news/)
Events Calendar (https://business.bastropchamber.com/events/) Hot Deals (https://business.bastropchamber.com/hotdeals/)

Member To Member Deals (https://business.bastropchamber.com/MemberToMember/)
Job Postings (https://business.bastropchamber.com/jobs/) Contact Us (https://business.bastropchamber.com/contact/)

Weather (https://business.bastropchamber.com/weather/) Join The Chamber (https://business.bastropchamber.com/member/NewMemberApp/)

Go mobile with MyChamberApp! (http://www.thechamberapp.com/)

 (http://www.growthzone.com/)

Name: TXDOT Public Hearing for 
State Highway 71 from CR 206 to 
SH 21, Bastrop County, Texas

Date: April 30, 2019

Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM CDT

Website: Bastrop Chamber of 
Commerce
(http://www.bastropchamber.com)

Event Description:
The Texas Department of Transportation Austin District is proposing roadway improvements to SH 71 

from CR 206 to SH 21 in Bastrop County. The proposed improvements include:

• Constructing new frontage roads

• Adding an overpass on SH 71 at the FM 1209 intersection
• Adding shared-use paths on both side of SH 71 and FM 1209
• Improvements at FM 1209
• Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

The length of the proposed project is approximately 2.5 miles, would require 
approximately 32.5 acres of additional right of way, and is anticipated to displace seven 
residentioal properties and 25 businesses. Information regarding the TxDOT Relocation 
Assistance Program, benefits and services for those displaced, and information about the 
tentative schedule for right-of-way acquisition can be obtained at the hearing or from the 
district and/or area office.

To Current Calendar (https://business.bastropchamber.co

Location:
Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center
1408 Chestnut St, Bastrop, TX 78602
View a Map (http://maps.google.com/maps?

ht=en&q=1408+Chestnut+St.,+Bastrop,+TX+78602)

Date/Time Information:
April 30, 2019
5:30pm - 7:30pm

Contact Information:
Bastrop Chamber of Commerce 512-303-0558
Send an Email (mailto:info@bastropchamber.com?
subject=TXDOT%20Public%20Hearing%20for%20State%

Go

Set a Reminder:

Enter your email address below to receive a reminder 

message.

-- Select Days Before Event --

To Current Calendar (https://business.bastropchamber.co

Go

(/)

Directory Your Chamber Member Center Visit Living Here

Calendars/Events
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Social Media 

Facebook / Twitter 
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Twitter Posts 
SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Project – Public Hearing 

April 30, 2019 

TxDOT Austin District Twitter Page 
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Facebook Posts 
SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Project – Public Hearing 

April 30, 2019 

TxDOT Facebook Page 
(1)
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Facebook Posts 
SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Project – Public Hearing 
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TxDOT Facebook Page 
(2)
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Facebook Posts 
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Electronic Changeable 
Message Signs
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 71 

April 30, 2019 Open House 

Electronic Changeable Message Signs 

Eastbound SH 71 (1) Eastbound SH 71 (2) Eastbound SH 71 (3)

Westbound SH 71 (1) Westbound SH 71 (2) Westbound SH 71 (3) 

There were two changeable message signs displayed for this meeting, one facing westbound SH 71, the other eastbound SH 71. They were up from April 15 to 
April 30, 2019. The signs read: PUBLIC HEARING SH 71_ BASTROP CONV CNT_04/30/19 5:30 PM. 
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SIGN-IN SHEETS 



Elected Officials 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS 
SIGN-IN SHEET 

SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Public Hearing 

Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center 

1408 Chestnut St., Bastrop, TX 78602 

April 30, 2019 

Office Location and Title 
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Phone Number 
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Public Hearing 

Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center 
1408 Chestnut St., Bastrop, TX 78602 

April 30, 2019 

Zip Code How did you hear about the open house? 

-
Letter 

7g<=> o -z.... _ Newspaper ad 
News article 

\/Road-side sign 

VLetter 
1'gtco1-,. _ Newspaper ad 

News article 
-

_ Road-side sign 
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News article 
-
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News article 
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-
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-
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-
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-
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-
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-
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-
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COMMENTS RECEIVED 



Comments Received at Public Hearing 
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 

Public Hearing 
Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center 

1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, Texas 78602 

April 30, 2019 

(optional contact information) --

Name: 
Jot1HI LtS.1<:w1/ Z...

Address: 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

0 I am employed by TxD0T 
0 I do business with TxD0T 
0 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 

01-I- ; ,

.� k. &Jv / L} -A -1"!.,< / I� 1 ,V I thA..I /YI '-�?'f.. cf ,/4. r ,e /v � -u 71½ .,_J -; A, 17.uc.-

v( l , "" .,._, a � l'l �t. I tJ-"" (1 �;) w-G ti.-u. 1 H if /) � J I tu-/ c.,v-,£,<., Y'l.o

_...___.�=---_;_..1....... _ ___;Y"'l��_._--=•�n--u�=---f-:....:t_'yy.;....;.._.l,�l,..:;:_.....;,;•�;.__('.;.___,'--+-�-.:.L_-�,.-..c.��:.._�•__,L-___ ./;,i._-'--.;;._..t....L,�A, 1 
For more information on this project, go to www.txdot.gov, keyword searclt "SH 71 at FM 12 9". Please submit 

}J--v�u.comments by May 15, 2019. Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin ✓tl 
District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426 (Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E.), or by email at 

1Giuly.Caceres@txdot.goy. _, A. J.. , A < <.. .. h· 7 L Jc� •• _.,/ ,;, (/ J,:, .
This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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(optional contact information) 

SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 
Public Hearing 

Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center 

1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, Texas 78602 

April 30, 2019 

Name: tborno..s R.o�er 

COMMENT 

FORM 

(Texas Transportatio Code, §201.811(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

D I am employed by TxDOT 
0 I do business with TxDOT 
D I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments: 
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For more information on this project, go to www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at FM 1209". Please submit 
comments by May 15, 2019. Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin 
District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426 (Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E.), or by email at 
Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov. 

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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1

From: Kathryn Flowers 
Sent: Saturday, April 6, 2019 8:03 PM
To: Giuly Caceres
Subject: TxDOT Project - Bastrop, SH 71 at FM 1209

Hi Giuly,  

I recently received notice of the public hearing for the SH 71 at FM 1209 project in Bastrop. I wanted to send a note to 
say thank you to the project staff for including shared use paths in the design on both sides of both of the roadways for 
this project.  

Thanks, 

Kathryn Flowers 
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From: Carole Stern 
Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2019 12:59 PM
To: Giuly Caceres
Subject: Public hearing  for State Hwy 71 from CR 206 to SH21,  Bastrop county ,  TX

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

I have a house in the Colony, and got the information on the hearing April 
30th.   When is the road construction expected to begin around Highway 71 
and 1209 overpass? 

Carole Stern 
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From: Tom Wald 
Sent: Saturday, April 6, 2019 1:25 PM
To: Giuly Caceres
Subject: TxDOT Public Hearing - SH 71 at FM 1209

Giuly Caceres, 

I would like to thank TxDOT for including shared use paths on both sides of both the primary and secondary highways in 
this project. 

‐Tom 

‐‐‐‐‐
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 
Public Hearing 

Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center 
1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, Texas 78602

April 30, 2019

(optional contact information) 
/1, I! 

Name: 'to 'Yn l"Y\ I � {/ fl- IT & / J t:,. ,{_

COMMENT 

FORM 

Address:

(Texas Transportation Code, §201..81.1.(a)(S)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 
□ I am employed by TxDOT
□ I do business with TxDOT
□ I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

..., Comments: 
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For more information on this project, go to www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at FM 1209". Please submit 
comments by May 15, 2019. Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin 
District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426 (Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E.), or by email at 
Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov. 

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 
are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 
Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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·1· · · · · · · · · · You will also see up on the screen a countdown.

·2· · ·We'll ask you to come forward and turn to the microphone.· Make

·3· · ·sure that you address the court reporter and me because the

·4· · ·court reporter needs to capture your comments, and I can help

·5· · ·to serve as your focal point as well.· So use that microphone

·6· · ·there.

·7· · · · · · · · · · We'll ask, also, that you state your name before

·8· · ·speaking.· We'll take the speakers in the order that they are

·9· · ·signed up.

10· · · · · · · · · · So our first speaker is Dale Slaughter.

11· · · · · · · · · · MR. SLAUGHTER:· My name is Dale Slaughter.  I

12· · ·live on 1209, and I'm very concerned about the dust on this

13· · ·project and request you do everything you can to stop the dust.

14· · ·And I want to know, in the future, is there any plans to make

15· · ·Highway 71 a toll road?

16· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Our second speaker for this evening

17· · ·is Thomas Rosser.

18· · · · · · · · · · MR. ROSSER:· I'm Thomas Rosser.· I live in

19· · ·The Colony.· I have one primary concern.· I looked at the

20· · ·various options that I have to get to my house after the

21· · ·project is complete.· The least impact to my house is three

22· · ·minutes.· Doesn't sound like a problem until you understand

23· · ·that that means that that fire truck is delayed by three

24· · ·minutes; the EMT is delayed by three minutes.

25· · · · · · · · · · I looked at the Heart Association that says

DALE SLAUGHTER & THOMAS ROSSER COMMENTS
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·1· · ·brain death can start in four to six minutes.· CPR not being

·2· · ·provided, it's a 7 percent to 10 percent degradation for every

·3· · ·single minute.

·4· · · · · · · · · · So I have talked to people.· I would like to see

·5· · ·if there was a way to change -- to provide access from

·6· · ·eastbound State 71 north through a tunnel -- you'd have to have

·7· · ·a significant raise in the roadbed at that point to have a

·8· · ·sufficient tunnel height -- to alleviate that three-minute

·9· · ·delay for the currently 600, soon to be, hopefully soon,

10· · ·thousands of additional residents in The Colony to not

11· · ·encounter that extra three-minute delay.

12· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Thank you, sir.

13· · · · · · · · · · Deborah Bynum.

14· · · · · · · · · · MS. BYNUM:· Hi.· I'm Deborah Bynum.· We've got

15· · ·property on 71, and I just found out tonight that all access to

16· · ·that property headed eastbound has been cut off unless you go

17· · ·all the way down to a bridge that hasn't been built yet, and so

18· · ·I have no idea how hard it will be to turn around.

19· · · · · · · · · · The gentleman prior to me voiced some concerns

20· · ·about the lack of access -- being able to access the property,

21· · ·so I, too, would like to know if there's going to be some

22· · ·ability to cut into property without having to go a mile or

23· · ·more down the road to do a turnaround.· It also significantly

24· · ·impacts future use of the land, which I think is not a good

25· · ·thing, and suspect the appraisers won't take that into

DEBORAH BYNUM COMMENT
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·1· · ·consideration.

·2· · · · · · · · · · Also, since it seems to be about getting Houston

·3· · ·people to Austin faster, I want to know if rapid transport was

·4· · ·considered.· Why build a road?· Why not do a rapid transport

·5· · ·thing and just avoid this whole mess?· I haven't seen anything

·6· · ·in the press about rapid transport being considered; although,

·7· · ·of course, we've talked about that in this region for the last

·8· · ·20 years or longer.

·9· · · · · · · · · · I think a prior speaker also raised a concern

10· · ·about having this turn into a toll road, which will further

11· · ·compromise the ability to access property, and I -- I don't

12· · ·know whether there's any plans to turn 71 into a toll road, but

13· · ·that's an obvious concern.· Thank you.

14· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Thank you.

15· · · · · · · · · · Dr. Danny McCoy.

16· · · · · · · · · · MR. MCCOY:· Hello.· I'm Danny McCoy.· I live on

17· · .· I'm impacted by this with the west end of

18· · ·frontage roads and -- coming into my neighborhood.· I think

19· · ·most everybody in here agrees that we need something at 1209.

20· · ·It is dangerous, the lights, people running, speeds, and all

21· · ·that.

22· · · · · · · · · · What I have a problem with is the impact to

23· · ·those of us that have lived there for a very long time.· I've

24· · ·been here 17 years, and I've got neighbors that -- I've got no

25· · ·idea how long they've been there because they were well

DANNY MCCOY COMMENT
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·1· · ·established long before I got there.

·2· · · · · · · · · · My daughter goes to high school at Cedar Creek;

·3· · ·my other daughter goes to elementary school at Bluebonnet, and

·4· · ·I've got a one-year-old that'll follow the same cycle if I even

·5· · ·stay around here.· I take my daughter to and from school at the

·6· · ·high school every day.· It's very simple.· I exit, go to the

·7· · ·high school, come back, turn, cross the median, and right into

·8· · ·my driveway.

·9· · · · · · · · · · Based on the way it is now, I will have to drive

10· · ·an extra 5 miles every time I take my daughter to school.  I

11· · ·pick her up once a day.· I drop her off once a day.· I also

12· · ·head into Austin a few times each week.

13· · · · · · · · · · So at a simple 15 times a week, having to make

14· · ·this new turnaround, going to 1209, turning around, coming back

15· · ·this frontage road, I'm looking at spending an extra $2,262 a

16· · ·year in lost gas, transportation costs on that, and that's

17· · ·just, you know, a simple 15.· I'm sure there's plenty of my,

18· · ·you know, local residents near me that have to drive that as

19· · ·many times or often.

20· · · · · · · · · · Have you impacted that on the people?· Have you

21· · ·told us what -- the extra cost of us driving, just the simple

22· · ·things that we do every day?· To me, it looks like this design

23· · ·was either a set of overzealous engineers, who just like to put

24· · ·a lot of things on paper and it looks really good, or there's

25· · ·some potential corruption behind it.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · Removing all those homes and businesses on the

·2· · ·west side of 1209, there's no need in it.· You can narrow the

·3· · ·median.· You can keep the frontage roads if you really want to

·4· · ·and those businesses.· Wiping those businesses out sounds like

·5· · ·some kind of plan to eventually acquire those lands for other

·6· · ·people who are looking to build strip malls or a bunch of other

·7· · ·things.

·8· · · · · · · · · · I don't think we're interested in that in our

·9· · ·little area in Wyldwood.· We got a light up there because we

10· · ·needed it to get back and forth at one time.· 1209's not that

11· · ·important of a road.· People use it to get to and from their

12· · ·houses.· They get to the school.· They use it as a quick cutoff

13· · ·to 1209.· It's a local road.

14· · · · · · · · · · We don't need to wipe out our entire local

15· · ·businesses and sets of homes along 71 in order to build a road

16· · ·to make it faster for people from Houston and Austin.· You're

17· · ·destroying a lot of our lives and the way we work just to put

18· · ·in a bunch of frontage roads.· Narrow your design.· Change it.

19· · ·Eliminate some of those frontage roads.· Thank you.

20· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Thank you, sir.

21· · · · · · · · · · There are no more verbal comments, so we are

22· · ·going to conclude this part of the public hearing.· Again, all

23· · ·comments that we receive on the State Highway 71 between

24· · ·County Road 206 and State Highway 21 project tonight, as well

25· · ·as those received by May 15, 2019, will be summarized,
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SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

WHY IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED
State Highway (SH) 71 serves as a major corridor for motorists traveling to and from the Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport, the city of Bastrop, and other central Texas communities. In fact, in 2015, the average daily 
traffic on SH 71 in Bastrop County exceeded 35,000 vehicles a day. With continued growth in eastern Travis and 
Bastrop counties, TxDOT is planning for improvements on this section of SH 71 to enhance safety and manage 
congestion.

PURPOSE AND NEED
The proposed project is needed to address increased congestion along SH 71 due to increased population growth 
and traffic volumes. The purpose of the proposed project is to address increased congestion along SH 71 from 
CR 206 to SH 21.

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The proposed project would construct a new overpass bridge on SH 71 over the intersection at FM 1209. This 
would improve mobility by allowing SH 71 through-traffic to flow through the area without stopping. In addition, 
new frontage roads would be built within the project limits to allow local travelers access to FM 1209. Bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodations would also be improved and expanded, as a part of this proposed project.

PROPOSED PROJECT DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE*

Winter 2025

Construction
completion

Summer 2024

Construction
start

Summer 2019

Anticipated
environmental

decision

Fall 2020

Project
design

completion

Spring 2024

Project goes
out to bid

9 SSS

Contact Information:
Public Information Officer
(512) 832-7027

Austin District Office 
7901 N I-35 
Austin, TX 78753 

April 2019

*timeline contingent on environmental decision, right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation

For more information, visit the TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov and enter “SH 71 at FM 1209” in the search area.

Project Length = 2.5 miles
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SH 71 desde CR 206 hasta SH 21

POR QUÉ SON NECESARIAS LAS MEJORAS
La carretera (SH) 71 sirve como un corredor principal para conductores que viajan del Aeropuerto Internacional Austin 
Bergstrom, a la ciudad de Bastrop, y a otras comunidades del Centro de Texas. En el año 2015, el tráfico promedio diario 
sobre el SH 71 en el Condado de Bastrop superó los 35,000 vehículos al día. Con un crecimiento continuo al Este de los 
condados de Travis y Bastrop, el departamento de Transportes de Texas (TxDOT) está planeando mejoras en esta sección 
del SH 71 para aumentar la seguridad y mejorar la congestión vehicular.

PROPÓSITO Y NECESIDAD
El Proyecto propuesto es necesario para afrontar la creciente congestión vehicular a lo largo del SH 71 debido al volumen 
de tráfico y al aumento creciente de la población. El propósito del proyecto propuesto es solucionar el aumento de 
congestión vehicular sobre la SH 71 desde CR 206 hasta SH 21.

RESUMEN DEL PROYECTO
El propuesto projecto construiría un puente elevado en el SH 71 sobre la intersección FM 1209. Esto mejoraría la movilidad 
permitiendo que el tráfico sobre la SH 71 fluya a través de la zona sin detenerse. Además, se construírian nuevas 
carreteras laterales dentro de los límites del proyecto para permitirle a los viajeros locales acceder al FM 1209. Tambien, 
las aceras para el uso de bicicletas y peatones se mejorarían y expandirían como parte de este proyecto.

CALENDARIO PROVISIONAL DE DESARROLLO DEL PROYECTO PROPUESTO*

Invierno 
del 2025

Finalización 
de la 

Construcción  

Verano 
del 2024
Inicia la 

Construcción

Verano 
del 2019

Previsto  la 
decisión 

ambiental

Otoño 
del 2020

Terminación 
del diseño 

del Proyecto 

Primavera 
del 2024

Proyecto se abre 
para propuestas 
de construccion

Información de Contacto
Oficial de Información Pública 
(512) 832-7027

Oficina del Distrito de Austin 
7901 N I-35
Austin, TX 78753

abril 2019

* El calendario provisional depende en la decisión ambiental, adquisición del derecho de vía y reubicación de los 
servicios públicos.

Lugar del Proyecto

Área del Proyecto

Para más información, visite el sitio de internet del TxDOT en www.txdot.gov y escriba “SH 71 at FM 1209” en la sección 
de búsqueda.

Longitud del proyecto = 2.5 millas
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DRAFT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(optional contact information) 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

! I am employed by TxDOT 
! I do business with TxDOT 
! I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting 

Comments:      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on this project, go to www.txdot.gov, keyword search "SH 71 at FM 1209". Please submit 
comments by May 15, 2019. Comments may be submitted at this public hearing, mailed to the TxDOT Austin 
District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426 (Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E.), or by email at 
Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov.  

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project 

are being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated 

Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

 

SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 

Public Hearing 
Bastrop Convention & Exhibit Center 

1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, Texas 78602 

April 30, 2019 

 

COMMENT 

FORM  
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DRAFT

TxDOT Austin District 

P.O. Box 15426 

Austin, Texas 78761-5426 

Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E. 

Fold here 

Fold here 

Please 
Paste 

Postage 
Here

SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 - Public Hearing F - 5 April 30, 2019



DRAFT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(información opcional de contacto) 

Nombre: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dirección: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Código de Transporte Texas, §201.811(a)(5): Marque una de las siguientes casillas que aplican para usted: 

 

! Yo soy un empleado del TxDOT 
! Yo hago negocios con el TxDOT 
! Yo me podría beneficiar monetariamente del proyecto o cualquier otro elemento sobre el cual estoy comentando 

 
Comentarios:      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Para más información sobre este proyecto, vaya a www.txdot.gov, y escriba “SH 71 and FM 1209” en la sección de 
búsqueda. Por favor provea sus comentarios antes del 15 de mayo de 2019. Los comentarios pueden ser presentados 
en esta reunión pública, ser enviados por correo a la Oficina de Distrito de Austin del TxDOT, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, 
Texas 78761-5426 (Atención: Giuly Caceres, P.E.), o por correo electrónico a Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov.  

Esta forma puede ser usada para proporcionar comentarios por escrito de este proyecto. Cualquier pregunta escrita en esta 
forma no será considerada como una solicitud de registros abiertos y tampoco será tratados de esa manera. Si usted desea 
presentar una petición de registros abiertos, por favor hágalo por separado. 

La revisión ambiental, consulta y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes federales ambientales aplicables a este proyecto son, o 
han sido llevadas a cabo por el TxDOT de acuerdo con 23 U.S.C. 327 y un memorando de entendimiento con fecha 16 de 
diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT. 

SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 

REUNIÓN PÚBLICA 
Centro de Convenciones de Bastrop  

1408 Chestnut Street, Bastrop, Texas 78602 

30 de abril del 2019 

FORMA DE 

COMENTARIOS 
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DRAFT 

TxDOT Austin District 

P.O. Box 15426 

Austin, Texas 78761-5426 

Atención:  Giuly Caceres, P.E. 

Doble aquí 

Doble aquí 

Por Favor 
Ponga una 
Estampilla 

Aquí
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Display Boards 
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Project Schematic
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Public Hearing Presentation
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WELCOME!
Public Hearing: SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

April 30, 2019
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Agenda

 Introductions

 Project and Environmental Findings

 Proposed Right of Way

 10-min break

 Public Comments

 Adjourn
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Public Comment Period

 For more information on this project, go to www.txdot.gov and
keyword search “SH 71 at FM 1209”

 Mail comments to:  TxDOT Austin District
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, Texas 78761 
Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E.

 Email comments to:  Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov

Comments received by May 15, 2019 will be included in the 
public hearing summary report.
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FM 457 Public Hearing September 1, 2015

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Public Hearing: SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21
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Project Overview

 Constructing new frontage roads

 Adding a grade-separation over the FM 1209 intersection

 Adding shared-use paths on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209

 Improvements to FM 1209

 Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

 Adding a turnaround to the intersection of SH 71 and SH 21

 Adding an acceleration lane and improving deceleration lanes at 
the west median break

5
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Project Overview

Proposed Right of Way Needs:

 The length of the proposed project is approximately 2.5 miles 

 Approximately 32.5 acres of additional right of way could be 
required

 Anticipated that 7 residential properties and 25 non-residential 
properties could be displaced

Information regarding the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, 
benefits and services for those displaced, and information about 
the tentative schedule for right of way acquisition can be obtained 
tonight at this hearing or from the district and/or area office.
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Map of Project

7

Project Length = 2.5 miles
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FM 457 Public Hearing September 1, 2015

ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW
Public Hearing: SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are
being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, 
and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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April 30, 2019

Environmental Studies

9SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Public Hearing
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RIGHT OF WAY
Public Hearing: SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 - Public Hearing F - 26 April 30, 2019



SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21 Public Hearing April 30, 2019

Proposed Right of Way

 SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21

– Approximately 32.5 acres of right of way

– Anticipated that seven residential properties could be impacted

– Anticipated that 25 non-residential properties could be displaced

Information regarding the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, 
benefits and services for those displaced, and information about the 
tentative schedule for right of way acquisition can be obtained tonight 
at this hearing or from the district and/or area office.

11
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Proposed Right of Way

 Relocation Assistance booklets available
 Weblink:  https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-

publications/consultants-contractors/publications/row.html

 Staff available here tonight

12
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Project Schedule

13
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10 Minute Break
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FM 457 Public Hearing September 1, 2015

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
Public Hearing: SH 71 from CR 206 to SH 21
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3 MINUTES

FOR EACH SPEAKER
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3:00
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END OF TIME

April 30, 2019
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Public Comment Period

 For more information on this project, go to www.txdot.gov and
keyword search “SH 71 at FM 1209”

 Mail comments to:  TxDOT Austin District
P.O. Box 15426
Austin, Texas 78761 
Attn: Giuly Caceres, P.E.

 Email comments to:  Giuly.Caceres@txdot.gov

Comments received by May 15, 2019 will be included in the 
public hearing summary report.

Thank you for your participation.

23
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Public Hearing Photos
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News Articles / Media Coverage 
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By Brandon Mulder
Posted Mar 21, 2019 at 2:22 PM
Updated Apr 11, 2019 at 9:10 AM

The Texas Department of Transportation’s $48 million plan to add frontage road bridges over 
the Colorado River in Bastrop has hit a delay.

The project, which was expected to be bid out to contractors this month, has been pushed back 
two months due to “design changes to ensure the agency gets the most valuable low bid,” a 
TxDOT spokesperson said.

The transportation agency now says the project will be bid out in May, with construction 
beginning in summer. It will take about three years to complete.

The project is being broken down into six different subprojects. The costliest, at $24 million, 
will construct two new two-lane frontage road bridges over the Colorado River. Another $13 
million subproject will convert the existing two-way, two-lane frontage roads on College 
Street into two-lane, one-way frontage roads. The transportation agency will also replace and 
rehabilitate the frontage road bridges over Gills Branch, less than a half-mile east of the 
Colorado River.

During certain construction projects, TxDOT will close the Lovers Lane connection to College 
Street, which is what many Tahitian Village residents use to access the highway. The closure 
will allow for the concrete pours and beam sets of the new Texas 71 frontage road overpass to 
be completed. During that time, local traffic will be redirected to exit and enter the Tahitian 
Village subdivision through the Tahitian Drive and Loop 150 exit on Texas 71. The agency has 
not said when these detours will take place.

TxDOT delays construction of Texas 71 frontage roads 
over Colorado River in Bastrop

March 21, 2019/April 11, 2019
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“These detours are designed to occur during off peak nighttime hours and will be coordinated 
with local officials, emergency services and the school district,” said TxDOT spokesman Brad 
Wheelis. “We will give a minimum of seven days advanced notice for local users to adjust their 
nighttime routes.”

No traffic from Texas 71 will be detoured through the Tahitian Village subdivision at any 
point during construction. And though the project will also rehabilitate the highway’s overpass 
bridge crossing the Colorado River, two lanes of traffic in both directions will remain open 
throughout construction.

The frontage road project is part of TxDOT’s larger goal of creating a seamless route between 
Austin and Houston. The agency still has five stoplights interrupting Texas 71 between Austin 
and Bastrop, and many of those are in its crosshairs.

TxDOT has allocated $48 million to build overpasses at Ross Road and Kellam Road in Del 
Valle — work is set to begin as soon as this fall and be done by summer 2021. Another $52.6 
million has been earmarked for overpasses at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road near 
Cedar Creek, a two-year project tentatively expected to begin in 2020.

That would leave the stoplight at FM 1209, about five miles west of Bastrop, as the sole 
stoplight along Texas 71 between Austin and Bastrop without an overpass. The agency 
estimates that an overpass over FM 1209 would cost $35 million.
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Dozens of businesses likely to be displaced by SH

71 construction
By Jennifer Kendall, FOX 7 Austin

76°

Posted Apr 10 2019 08:34PM CDT 
Video Posted Apr 10 2019 09:26PM CDT 
Updated Apr 10 2019 09:37PM CDT

BASTROP, Texas (FOX 7 Austin) - The Texas Department of Transportation has put together a

proposal for construction along SH 71 and FM 1209 and it includes displacing dozens of 

businesses and residents. 

The plan is to remove all the stop lights along SH 71 between the Austin airport and Bastrop. It is 

still subject to change, but 25 business owners and seven homeowners so far have been told they 

could lose some or all of their property because of the project.

“I think this is going to be a good project for the community because it will be a lot safer around 

here,” said Jafaar Johnson, owner of Johnson’s Pet and Kennel Supplies on SH 71 in Bastrop 

County.  

Johnson opened his business just eight months ago and he's already been told to consider moving 

the location. 

“I do know that this building will be gone sometime within the next 3-4 years,” said Johnson.  

Johnson's store sits just west of the FM 1209 intersection and is one of about 25 businesses and 

seven homes that will likely be impacted by a planned construction project to widen the highway, 

add frontage roads and build an overpass over FM 1209. 

“We don't want to acquire additional right of way if we don't have to,” said TxDOT spokesman Brad 

Wheelis. "Number one, it's an expense for the state. Number two, we don't want to displace folks."

April 10, 2019 - online video found at: 
www.fox7austin.com/news/local-news/dozens-of-businesses-likely-to-be-displaced-by-sh-71-construction
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Dozens of businesses likely to be displaced by SH 71 construction - Story | KTBC

Johnson said some people in the area have

lived there for decades.

“Some of these people, not even so much the

businesses, but the residents, have been here

30 years. It's sad to see,” Johnson said.  

The current $36 million proposal would cut

across about six feet of Johnson’s building. 

“This is a nice sized lot, so I can move back and build a new building,” said Johnson. "So I'm happy

about that. As long as everything works out in that manner, I'll be okay."

TxDOT has already met with people that will likely be affected, but appraisals and negotiations have

yet to happen. Some people will also qualify for relocation assistance. Either way, TxDOT said the

project is necessary. 

“The SH 71 east corridor is growing,” Wheelis said. "From the airport to Bastrop, we're seeing more

down on crashes in the area as well. 

“Within the last month, there's probably been two wrecks, and in the eight months I've been here,

issue, I'd say."

While affected business owners said they aren't sure how to feel about the changes until they know

some more details, they are happy to see some major improvements on the horizon for SH 71. 

“It'll be a straight shot from Austin to Houston. That'll be a good thing,” Johnson said. 

Related Headlines
Man transported following vehicle
rescue on SH 71

1 dead in crash on SH 71 in Bastrop

There is another public hearing on the proposal April 30 at 5:30 p.m. at the Bastrop Convention 

Center. 

Construction is expected to begin in the summer of 2023 with a planned completion date of late 

2024.
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By Brandon Mulder
Posted Apr 23, 2019 at 10:27 AM
Updated Apr 23, 2019 at 10:27 AM

When Zoho Corp. announced earlier this month that it was moving its headquarters to a 
campus along Texas 71 in eastern Travis County, fortune smiled on Bastrop.

Economic development experts have forecast that the Texas 71 corridor between Austin and 
Bastrop will be the next land of opportunity for business, and when Zoho Corp. decided to 
relocate to the 375-acre property along the highway, the forecasts were confirmed, said 
Bastrop Economic Development Corporation director Mike Kamerlander.

“We’re positioning Bastrop as the next corridor of growth for Austin,” Kamerlander said. 
“Zoho Corp’s location on Highway 71 towards Bastrop is a really good indicator that that 
(projection) is accurate.”

The California-based software company has plans to build a 100,000-square-foot building near 
the intersection of Kellam Road and Texas 71, about 5 miles east of Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport and about three miles west of the Bastrop County line.

The building, which is expected to open in 2021, will eventually house 500 employees hired 
over the next several years. Some of those employees, Kamerlander said, are expected to find 
housing in Bastrop and Bastrop County rather than face Austin’s higher housing prices.

Founded in India in 1996 by CEO Sridhar Vembu, the business software company offers email, 
analytics, accounting and IT management and other business services. It employs more than 
7,000 workers in 12 offices across the globe, including in India, China, Japan and Mexico.

Kamerlander said that he expects the move to spur a “clustering” effect in the area, which could 
spark other companies to locate in the corridor into Bastrop County and the city of Bastrop.

BEDC: Zoho Corp’s move shows Texas 71 corridor a 
‘proven place’ to do business

April 23, 2019
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“Other companies like them, or other companies that support Zoho’s operations look to this 
and say, ‘Zoho said it works for them, we know it’s going to work for us too,’” Kamerlander 
said. “That leads to clustering and it gets us over the hurdle of trying to market our location as 
a good place to do business. ... We can point to this as a proven place to do business.”

The Zoho Corp. campus is not the only major development project slated for the Bastrop-
Travis County area. Velocity Crossing was approved by the Austin City Council in 2016 to be 
built near the Texas 130 and Texas 71 intersection and will feature about 4.5 million square 
feet of retail, restaurant, office and apartment space. It will be a welcome addition to the 
growing populations along the stretch of Texas 71 between Austin and Bastrop, which has 
long been considered a food and amenity desert since subdivisions began cropping up in the 
area. H-E-B, for instance, has secured 17.2 acres of the property.

The Texas Department of Transportation’s ongoing improvements on Texas 71 will also make 
the region more attractive to developers and businesses for its ease of access to the airport, 
Interstate 35 and downtown Austin.

The transportation department already has a $48 million plan to build overpasses at Kellam 
Road, where the Zoho project will be located, and Ross Road. Construction is set to begin as 
soon as this fall and be completed by summer 2021.

Another $35 million project will create an overpass bridge on Texas 71 at FM 1209 in 
Wyldwood and will be the final project that will accomplish TxDOT’s ultimate goal of 
eliminating all stoplights along Texas 71 between Austin and Bastrop. 

“We have the land availability from Austin to Bastrop along 71, and then even off FM 969, that 
allows for these larger corporate campuses to locate, not only from available greenfield space 
but also an affordability aspect too,” Kamerlander said. “There’s very few other places in the 
Austin region where you can buy 335 acres like Zoho did at an affordable rate.”
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TxDOT to host public hearing for State Highway 71
  Posted in: 

TxDOT TO HOST PUBLIC HEARING FOR SH 71 FROM CR 206 TO SH 21 PROJECT Improvements include removing
signals from the mainlanes of SH 71 at FM 1209 Share This Tweet This April 26, 2019 BASTROP – The Texas
Department of Transportation will host a public hearing to discuss the proposed improvements to SH 71 from CR
206 to SH 21, on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Bastrop Convention and Exhibit Center, 1408
Chestnut Street, Bastrop, TX 78602. The hearing will begin with an open house at 5:30 p.m. followed by a formal
presentation at 6:30 p.m. A public comment ...

PLEASE LOG IN FOR PREMIUM CONTENT. Our website requires visitors to log in to view the best local news. Not yet
a subscriber? Subscribe today!
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CEDAR CREEK, Texas (KXAN) — As Central Texas
keeps growing, trafc is not going to get any easier. 

The Texas Department of Transportation is working on a
solution to keep trafc moving along State Highway 71 in
Basrop County. It's a busy road with thousands of people

commuting to Ausin every day. It's also a popular route to head to Houson. 

Over the years, the number of drivers has increased along a two and a half mile sretch of SH 71
between County Road 206 and State Highway 21 from 30,555 drivers in 2013 to 37,234 in 2017.

Right now, TxDOT is fnalizing plans for this sretch, but it comes with a catch. For some people, like
Rebecca Killingsworth, who live and make a living in the area, the new project may leave them
displaced. 

Killingsworth said since she got the news about her potential move cusomers have asked her what
she's going to do. She owns the Town and Country Barber Shop and has been cutting hair for 29 years
in Cedar Creek. Her shop's walls are covered with memories.

"He's in high school now," she said pointing to a photo of her younger self with a toddler sitting in the
syling chair.

Killingsworth's shop falls within the 32.5 acres of additional right-of-way needed for TxDOT's mobility
project. This additional right-of-way may displace seven neighbors and 25 businesses.

Improvements include:

Constructing new frontage roads

Adding a bridge on SH 71 over the Farm-to-Market 1209 intersection

by: Candy Rodriguez
Posted: Apr 30, 2019 / 05:56 AM CDT / Updated: Apr 30, 2019 / 11:02 AM CDT

.

Bye, stoplights! More 
overpasses coming to 
Austin-Houston commute

AUSTIN

Some Bastrop County businesses, residents may be forced to 
move for TxDOT project

April 30, 2019 - online video found at:
www.kxan.com/news/local/austin/some-bastrop-county-businesses-residents-may-be-forced-to-move-for-txdot-project/1965569653
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Adding shared-use paths for bicycles and pedestrians on both sides of SH 71 and FM 1209

Improvements to FM 1209

Adding turnarounds to the intersection of SH 71 and FM 1209

Adding a turnaround to the intersection of SH 71 and SH 21

"Well, I know that's progress," Killingsworth said.

Killingsworth shop is not the only thing in danger of being displaced. 

"I live right next door," she said. "I don't know what's going to really happen."

She admits, she's sarted looking and isn't sure what the future holds for her or whether she'll say in the
area. 

"I haven't sarted biting my nails," she said laughing. "But you know I am concerned, I mean how can
you replace this? I am praying to the good Lord."

In a previous interview, TxDOT's Brad Wheelis said this project is part of a larger plan. TxDOT's
SH 71 Eas Corridor project consiss of fve intersections along the highway where overpasses will be
built. 

"When we get these projects done, from Ausin down to I-10, you will not have trafc signals,"
Wheelis said. "It'll be a clear shot from here and onto Houson, so it really will improve mobility
heading to the eas of Texas."

He added this project will not only improve mobility but safety along the busy highway by reducing the
number of crash points. 

The SH 71 and FM 1209 project is being fnalized. The design should be completed by fall 2020 and
the project will go out for bid in 2024. It is esimated to cos about $37.5 million and consruction is
expected to being summer 2024 with completion anticipated by winter 2025.

TxDOT ofcials said whenever they design a project, the team determines if any additional right-of-
way is needed. If so, surveyors go out to determine exactly how much additional property is needed.
Commercial and non-commercial property owners are identifed and contacted.
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Currently, TxDOT is in the middle of the surveying process and is expected to fnish the process in the
next few weeks. Once the surveying process is complete, TxDOT will contact independent appraisers
to determine market value for each property to be acquired.

TxDOT ofcials added there are programs to assis those who may be displaced by a project.
The programs include ongoing information about available replacement properties, fnancial assisance
to get back into replacement housing and reimbursement of expenses necessary to move personal
property. Financial assisance is available to businesses that need to relocate as well.

Tuesday night, there is a public hearing at the Basrop Convention and Exhibit Center, 1408 Chesnut
Street, Basrop, Texas from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Copyright 2019 Nexsar Broadcasing, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcas, rewritten, or redisributed.
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MORE AUSTIN STORIES

by Todd Bailey, Alyssa Goard / May 15, 2019
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For 37 years Benny Ochoa has watched Texas 71 swell from a rural country road to a major 
artery of Texas commerce. He bought his trailer house along the highway in Cedar Creek in 
1982 and raised his sons at a time when “I could go out there and maybe see one or two cars go 
by, and that was about it.”

In 2006, after the Hyatt Regency Lost Pines was built a mile down the road from his home and 
shopping developments near Bastrop began to take root, he opened his business — Benny’s 
Texas Bar-B-Que — in Cedar Creek and watched the area’s growth unfold.

Now, the highway that has been the lifeblood of his business is swallowing his property. 
Ochoa’s barbecue joint, along with 24 other businesses and seven homes, is slated for 
demolition as the Texas Department of Transportation begins a $37.5 million overpass project 
along Texas 71 at its intersection with FM 1209.

The project is part of TxDOT’s goal of eliminating five stoplights along Texas 71 between 
Bastrop and Austin. The department has also allocated $48 million to build overpasses along 
the highway at Ross Road and Kellam Road in Del Valle — work that is set to begin as soon as 
this fall and be done by summer 2021. It also has earmarked $52.6 million for overpasses at 
Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road near Cedar Creek, a two-year project tentatively 
expected to begin in 2020. These projects are aimed at increasing mobility and safety along the 
highway.

Ochoa is not yet sure if he’ll continue his barbecue business after TxDOT buys his property, a 
process that is ongoing. A heart attack in February left him indisposed for months and, as a 62-
year-old, he’s considering leaving the restaurant industry for good.

Bastrop County businesses, residents prepare for 
highway overpasses, displacement

May 2, 2019/May 5, 2019
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“I don’t know what I’m going to do, to be perfectly honest,” he said. “After my heart attack, I 
felt that maybe it’s for the best, maybe something’s telling me to slow it down.”

Highway improvements come at a cost

Property acquisition for the right-of-ways needed for the overpass projects is a part of the 
process that’s difficult for all the parties involved, a TxDOT spokesperson said. The overpass 
projects at Tucker Hill Lane and Pope Bend Road could potentially displace an additional 45 
businesses, the department said.

The overpass at FM 1209 calls for the acquisition of 32.5 acres along a 2.5-mile stretch of 
roadway. The project will add new frontage roads, shared-use paths on both sides of Texas 71 
and FM 1209, add acceleration lanes and, among other improvements, a u-turn at the Texas 21 
intersection — a feature the department added after receiving public feedback. TxDOT also 
said that plans for the project have not yet been finalized.

Despite the headache the surveying, appraisals and displacement are causing Ochoa, he said his 
front row seat to the highway has shown him the need for the proposed improvements.

“They’re really needed — for the safety of everybody and the school out here,” Ochoa said, 
referring to Cedar Creek High School, which is less than 2 miles from his restaurant. “They’re 
doing the right thing. They need this bad.”

But other residents are less amenable to TxDOT’s current plans. Some are concerned about 
how the project would affect emergency vehicle response times, others fear that the highway 
would eventually become tolled — a fear TxDOT officials dispelled by saying there are no 
current plans for new toll roads anywhere in the state.

Danny McCoy, who lives behind Ochoa’s barbecue joint, admonished TxDOT officials at a 
public hearing regarding the FM 1209 overpass project on Tuesday for not considering the 
degree to which the overpass would lengthen commute times by forcing people to drive 
several extra miles to reach a turnaround point. By his calculation, the extra 5 miles McCoy 
would be forced to drive each day as he takes his daughter to and from Cedar Creek High 
School would amount to $2,262 in additional gas money annually.
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“To me it looks like this design is from a set of overzealous engineers who like to put a lot of 
things on paper,” he said, adding that the department could shrink the highway’s grass medians 
instead of acquiring more right-of-way.

“We don’t need to wipe out our local businesses and sets of homes along 71 in order to make it 
faster for people (to get) from Houston to Austin,” McCoy said. “You’re destroying a lot of our 
lives and the way we work just to put in a bunch of frontage roads.”

Project engineers will continue fielding public feedback until May 15. By fall 2020, the 
department plans to finalize the project design. Construction would begin in 2024 and last 
through 2025, according to TxDOT.

“We don’t take lightly that this will impact people’s lives,” TxDOT spokesperson Brad Wheelis 
said. “But we also don’t take lightly that people die on these roads.”
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TxDOT's project on SH 71 at FM 1209 will 
impact nearby homes, businesses 

This project is part of a larger goal to remove stoplights there and at four oth 

intersections along SH 71 between Austin and Bastrop. 

AUSTIN, Texas - Roadwork along highway 71 between Austin and Bastrop over the next few years is 

supposed to cut down on traffic and make the highway safer. 

It's also going to have a big impact on some homeowners and businesses. 

TxDOT plans to remove traffic signals on SH 71 at five locations - Ross Road, Kellam Road, Tucker Hill 

Pope Bend Road and FM 1209. It says the plan is to build overpasses in order to increase mobility alor 

71. It also says they're all separate projects with one common goal -- reducing traffic congestion and

improving the safety of the stretch of highway. 

Click for Maps and Directions 

QUICK MAPS AND DIRECTIONS Ad 

"With the neighborhoods and population growth, we really need to address the congestion that's out 1 

and we need to address safety in that area," said TxDOT spokesperson Brad Wheelis. 

TxDOT told KVUE that in 2015 the stretch of highway handled 35,000 cars per day. 

''Anytime you have a high rate of traffic, 60 miles an hour or more, when you ask folks to stop at a sto� 

there are times where folks aren't paying attention, so they might run the stoplight. There are folks the 

going to pull out at a stoplight, and they think they got enough time to accelerate and they don't. This 

causes crashes," said Wheelis. "If we remove the signals it's not a cure-all, but it goes a long way in 

improving that corridor." 

May 7, 2019 - online video found at:
www.kvue.com/article/money/economy/boomtown/txdots-project-on-sh-71-at-fm-1209-will-impact-nearby-homes-

businesses/269-ba6991c4-5b91-44c7-83ab-d8914f259ea9 
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The glans for the future overpasses include frontage roads. 

For the case of the intersection FM 1209 and SH 71, theY.'11 need to tear down seven homes and 25 

businesses along a 2.5-mile stretch. That way, there's enough right-of-way acreage for the project. 

As of right now, TxDOT says the environmental decision on the project would happen this summer; th, 

design would move forward next fall, and construction would start in 2024. 
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Project Length • 2.5 mlles 

Project length of SH 71 at FM 1209. 

TxOOT 

"We want to make the least impact possible on homeowners and business owners in the area,'' said 

Wheelis. 

TxDOT says those impacted by these future plans qualify for relocation assistance if needed. There is 

word yet on how much the property owners would get for their land. 

Click for Maps and Directions 

QUICK MAPS AND DIRECTIONS Ad 

TxDOT held a public hearing on April 30 at the Bastrop Convention and Exhibit Center, but it says the 

community outreach on the projects started in 2016 (2018 for the FM 1209 project). 

BennY.'S Texas Bar-B-Q is one of the businesses that will have to go. 

The popular BBQ joint has sat right on State Highway 71 for more than a decade. 

"The highway kept growing, and just a lot more people out here," said Benny Ochoa, the owner, who 

bought the property in the early 1980s. 

"You may see one, two, three cars in a row, and then maybe another 30 minutes you'd see two or thre 

more,'' said Ochoa. "It's crazy. I mean it's 'zoom, zoom zoom' ... It's gotten crazy out here -- lot and lot o 

people -- and a lot more coming." 

He says it's hard right now and he isn't sure about what to do after -- whether he will re-locate or have 

shut down the restaurant all together. 

"I hate losing my place. I bought it here thinking I'd retire and it'd be mine forever,'' said Ochoa. "It's kin 

sad for these people." 

But he also says he understands why it's needed. 

https://www.kvue.com/artic1e/money/economy/boomtown/txdots-project-on-sh-71-at-fm-1209-will-impact-nearby-homes-businesses/269-ba6991 c4-5b9...  
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"This expansion is needed. It's needed for the safety of everybody really," said Ochoa, citing the schoc 

that are nearby needing safer roads for school buses, and saying traffic is an issue. 

"It's really a safety issue if you ask me," said Ochoa. 

by 
2,381 Views 

Some big TxDOT projects on SH71 will have a big impact on lowering the amount of 
traffic. 

But it'll come at a cost for some homeowners and business owners on a stretch of 
the road near FM 1209. Luis de Leon is here to explain more. 

9 6 2 

https://www.kvue.com/artic1e/money/economy/boomtown/txdots-project-on-sh-71-at-fm-1209-will-impact-nearby-homes-businesses/269-ba6991 c4-5b9...  
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·1· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Good evening, everyone.· My name is

·2· · ·Chris Bishop.· I'm a Public Information Officer for the Texas

·3· · ·Department of Transportation, Austin District.· Today is

·4· · ·April 30th.· The official time is 6:30 P.M., and we'd like to

·5· · ·begin the public hearing for the proposed State Highway 71

·6· · ·improvements between County Road 206 and State Highway 21.· I'd

·7· · ·like to note that this public hearing is only for

·8· · ·State Highway 71 between CR 206 and State Highway 21, and it

·9· · ·does not address any other proposed projects in the area.

10· · · · · · · · · · I also would respectfully ask at this time if

11· · ·you would turn off or silence any personal electronic devices

12· · ·for the remainder of the hearing.

13· · · · · · · · · · I'm going to be serving as your official Public

14· · ·Hearing Officer tonight, so if you have any questions on this,

15· · ·please feel free to come up and talk to me afterward.· I'll

16· · ·either get you answers or direct you to somebody who has them.

17· · · · · · · · · · On behalf of TxDOT, I'd like to welcome you to

18· · ·tonight's hearing.· Thank you for your attendance, and we look

19· · ·forward to receiving your comments.

20· · · · · · · · · · If you made it through the door and did not sign

21· · ·in, please do so either during the break or at least before

22· · ·leaving so we have a record of everyone's attendance tonight.

23· · · · · · · · · · At this time, we're going to take a moment to

24· · ·recognize the local government officials who are present

25· · ·tonight, and we have Billy Moore, Bastrop ISD.· Mr. Moore?
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·1· · ·There he is back there in the back.

·2· · · · · · · · · · Did I miss any other elected officials?· Anybody

·3· · ·else manage to get in and we don't know about it?

·4· · · · · · · · · · Okay.· I also want to recognize the personnel

·5· · ·from TxDOT on the project team that are here with us tonight.

·6· · ·If you would wave your hand or stand up or do something so

·7· · ·people know.· Basically, it's anybody with a name tag.· If you

·8· · ·have a question throughout the evening, feel free to look one

·9· · ·of them up, and if they don't know the answer, they will get

10· · ·somebody who does.

11· · · · · · · · · · I also would like to thank the Bastrop

12· · ·Convention and Exhibit Center for allowing us to use this very

13· · ·nice facility for tonight's hearing.

14· · · · · · · · · · Now, the format of the hearing, after these

15· · ·introductions, includes a presentation and then a public

16· · ·comment session.

17· · · · · · · · · · After these brief remarks, Jim Langston, who is

18· · ·the project manager from our consulting partner, Bridgefarmer &

19· · ·Associates, will present a summary of the proposed project,

20· · ·give an overview of the environmental findings, and then I'm

21· · ·going to come back and discuss the proposed right-of-way for

22· · ·the project and TxDOT's acquisition procedures.

23· · · · · · · · · · Again, we appreciate your being here to review,

24· · ·discuss, and provide input on the project.

25· · · · · · · · · · I'm going to take a moment and go off script,
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·1· · ·because I hear about this from people, for a moment.· Some of

·2· · ·the language you're going to hear this evening can be stilted

·3· · ·and repetitious.· It's a very formal style.· It meets legal

·4· · ·requirements, so please bear with us.· All right?

·5· · · · · · · · · · Again, the purpose of this public hearing is to

·6· · ·provide an update on this project and receive public input on

·7· · ·the proposed improvements.

·8· · · · · · · · · · This public hearing is being recorded by a

·9· · ·certified court reporter for a formal record.· We will prepare

10· · ·a transcript of this hearing, so we do want to hear from you.

11· · ·Please, either take the time to provide your input either by

12· · ·filling out the comment form or speaking tonight.· You can even

13· · ·send in comments later.

14· · · · · · · · · · In adhering to public hearing rules, we are not

15· · ·allowed to answer questions or respond to comments during the

16· · ·public comment section; however, the project team is going to

17· · ·be available during the break it will take to answer your

18· · ·questions one-on-one and also be available briefly at the end,

19· · ·after the comment section.

20· · · · · · · · · · Once again, if you wish to give a verbal comment

21· · ·for tonight's formal comment session, please fill out a speaker

22· · ·registration card.· They're located over here at the sign-in

23· · ·table.· You can complete the card and leave it with the staff

24· · ·there.· Speakers will be called in the order that they have

25· · ·submitted the cards.· Elected officials will have a chance to
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·1· · ·speak first because they're speaking on behalf of a

·2· · ·constituency.

·3· · · · · · · · · · Again, you can also provide verbal comments to

·4· · ·the court reporter during the break and, if you talk nicely,

·5· · ·maybe at the end.· Just smile nicely at her.

·6· · · · · · · · · · There's also, again, the written comment form

·7· · ·that's available.· If you would like to comment, but don't want

·8· · ·to do it verbally, or if you want to comment in more detail or

·9· · ·you think of something you want to add later, you can submit

10· · ·those comments in writing.· They can be mailed or submitted

11· · ·online to the study team.

12· · · · · · · · · · All comments to be included in the public

13· · ·hearing comment record must be postmarked by May 15, 2019,

14· · ·midnight Central Daylight Time.· Your comments will be reviewed

15· · ·and taken into consideration during future project development.

16· · ·Our response to comments received will be provided in a comment

17· · ·matrix at a later date in the Public Hearing Summary and

18· · ·Analysis Report and posted at the TxDOT website, www.txdot.gov,

19· · ·keyword search "SH 71 at FM 1209."· Those search details ought

20· · ·to be in the information sheet that you could have picked up

21· · ·from the sign-in table.

22· · · · · · · · · · All right.· I'm going to turn the presentation

23· · ·over to Jim Langston from Bridgefarmer & Associates, who will

24· · ·discuss the project and provide the environmental overview.

25· · · · · · · · · · MR. LANGSTON:· Good evening.· My name is
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·1· · ·Jim Langston.· I'm the Project Manager on the consulting team

·2· · ·for TxDOT for the State Highway 71 East Corridor Study, which

·3· · ·includes the proposed improvements along State Highway 71 from

·4· · ·County Road 206 to State Highway 121.

·5· · · · · · · · · · Now that Mr. Bishop has covered the format of

·6· · ·the public hearing and the ways to provide comments, I want to

·7· · ·share an overview of the proposed project.

·8· · · · · · · · · · Tonight's hearing is being held to discuss the

·9· · ·proposed project on State Highway 71 from County Road 206 to

10· · ·State Highway 21.· The project is located in Bastrop County.

11· · · · · · · · · · The purpose of the proposed project is to

12· · ·address increased congestion on State Highway 71, while

13· · ·minimizing right-of-way, community and environmental impacts.

14· · ·The proposed project would include:· Constructing new frontage

15· · ·roads, adding an overpass on State Highway 71 over the Farm to

16· · ·Market 1209 intersection, adding shared-use paths on both sides

17· · ·of State Highway 71 and Farm to Market 1209, making

18· · ·improvements to Farm to Market 1209, and adding turnarounds to

19· · ·the State Highway 71 and Farm to Market 1209 intersection.

20· · ·Based on public input from the open house, a turnaround was

21· · ·added at the intersection of State Highway 71 and

22· · ·State Highway 21 as well as the adding of an acceleration lane

23· · ·and improvements to the existing deceleration lane at the west

24· · ·median break.

25· · · · · · · · · · The proposed project is approximately
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·1· · ·2 1/2 miles in length, 2.5 miles, and requires approximately

·2· · ·32.5 acres of right-of-way near the State Highway 71 from

·3· · ·County Road 206 to State Highway 21.· It's anticipated that

·4· · ·seven residential properties and 25 non-residential properties

·5· · ·could be displaced.

·6· · · · · · · · · · For those with questions on right-of-way

·7· · ·acquisition, you can obtain information on the TxDOT Relocation

·8· · ·Assistance Program, benefits and services for those displaced,

·9· · ·and information about the tentative schedule for right-of-way

10· · ·acquisition at tonight's hearing or from any district or area

11· · ·office.· Representatives from the TxDOT Austin District Right

12· · ·of Way staff are here this evening, these people in the back

13· · ·corner, and are available during a break to answer questions if

14· · ·you were unable to talk with them during the open house.

15· · · · · · · · · · Slide 7.· This is an overview of the project

16· · ·area for tonight's hearing.· The map is also available on a

17· · ·board in this room.

18· · · · · · · · · · I will discuss the environmental studies

19· · ·conducted for the project and the findings.· A draft

20· · ·environmental assessment (or an EA) and a series of technical

21· · ·reports have been prepared for this project to determine the

22· · ·anticipated impacts to the human and the natural environment.

23· · ·The EA and the associated technical reports are available here

24· · ·tonight and online at txdot.gov for your review.

25· · · · · · · · · · An alternatives analysis was conducted to
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·1· · ·determine the project alignment that would have the least

·2· · ·amount of impact to the human and the natural environment.

·3· · ·Three alternatives and the no-build scenario were evaluated;

·4· · ·one alternative that would acquire right-of-way from the north,

·5· · ·one alternative that would acquire right-of-way from the south,

·6· · ·and one alternative that would acquire right-of-way from both

·7· · ·sides of the existing roadway.· A recommended preferred

·8· · ·alternative was developed that utilized parts of each alignment

·9· · ·to avoid impacts as much as possible.· This preferred alignment

10· · ·was what was used in the environmental analysis.

11· · · · · · · · · · It was determined the proposed project would not

12· · ·result in impacts to air quality.

13· · · · · · · · · · A biological evaluation and a Tier I site

14· · ·assessment were conducted to determine impacts to threatened

15· · ·and endangered species.· There would be no impacts to federally

16· · ·listed species, and TxDOT would implement best management

17· · ·practices and have coordinated with Texas Parks and Wildlife

18· · ·Department to avoid impacts to state-listed species.

19· · · · · · · · · · A hazardous materials initial site assessment

20· · ·was conducted and determined additional information would be

21· · ·needed to determine if there would be any potential hazardous

22· · ·materials concerns associated with sites that could be

23· · ·displaced by the proposed project activities or that the

24· · ·project would require right-of-way from.· These sites would

25· · ·include three auto shops, a salvage yard, four sites with
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·1· · ·petroleum storage tanks, and one site with a leaking petroleum

·2· · ·storage tank.

·3· · · · · · · · · · The proposed project would not impact any known

·4· · ·archeological sites or historic resources.· Right of entry was

·5· · ·not available on all properties; therefore, an archeological

·6· · ·survey would be completed prior to construction, if the project

·7· · ·advances.

·8· · · · · · · · · · The proposed project is not anticipated to cause

·9· · ·any indirect impacts.

10· · · · · · · · · · There would be no impacts to parklands.

11· · · · · · · · · · A traffic noise impacts analysis was conducted

12· · ·and determined that the proposed project would result in noise

13· · ·impacts to five noise receivers.· Noise walls were evaluated

14· · ·but were determined to not be feasible and reasonable for any

15· · ·of the receivers.

16· · · · · · · · · · The proposed project activities would impact

17· · ·less than a tenth of an acre of wetlands; therefore, the

18· · ·proposed project would be permitted under a US Army Corps of

19· · ·Engineers Nationwide Permit 14 with a Pre-Construction

20· · ·Notification.

21· · · · · · · · · · Again, the draft EA and environmental reports

22· · ·are available for your review here tonight, and the draft EA is

23· · ·available online at txdot.gov.

24· · · · · · · · · · I will now turn it back to Mr. Bishop to discuss

25· · ·the right-of-way.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· All right.· Thank you, Jim.

·2· · · · · · · · · · In the meantime, since we started, I'd like to

·3· · ·mention another elected official who came in this evening,

·4· · ·Mel Hammer, Bastrop County Commissioner.

·5· · · · · · · · · · MR. HAMMER:· Back here.

·6· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· There he is back in the back.

·7· · ·Welcome, sir.

·8· · · · · · · · · · As Jim mentioned, right-of-way is going to be

·9· · ·required for this project.

10· · · · · · · · · · I'm sorry.· Remember I mentioned something about

11· · ·stilted and formal language?· Here it comes.· The State, acting

12· · ·through the Texas Department of Transportation, will be

13· · ·appointing an authorized agent who will be responsible for the

14· · ·acquisition of necessary right-of-way and for all relocation

15· · ·services.· Acquisitions will be made in accordance with Federal

16· · ·and State statutes and guidelines.

17· · · · · · · · · · The primary federal law which sets the

18· · ·guidelines for right-of-way acquisitions and relocation

19· · ·assistance is found in the Uniform Relocation Assistance and

20· · ·Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, commonly

21· · ·referred to as the Uniform Act.· This law sets the standards

22· · ·for appraisal, negotiations, and relocations and has also been

23· · ·incorporated into Texas State Law, as set out in the Texas

24· · ·Transportation Code and the Texas Property Code.· For a basis

25· · ·review of your rights and TxDOT's obligations, I would
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·1· · ·recommend you pick up one of the brochures entitled State

·2· · ·Purchase of Right of Way as well as the Relocation Assistance

·3· · ·booklet, both of which are available at the right-of-way table

·4· · ·back in the back corner or electronically on the TxDOT website,

·5· · ·and directions on the department's web page are also available,

·6· · ·if you need help finding it, back at the right-of-way table.

·7· · · · · · · · · · TxDOT will be contracting with a consultant to

·8· · ·coordinate acquisition and relocation activities.· Independent

·9· · ·fee appraisers will be contracted to appraise all necessary

10· · ·property.· Affected property owners will receive written

11· · ·notification of the pending appraisal inspection.· Appraisers

12· · ·will request permission to enter a property for inspection and

13· · ·offer the property owner, or their representative, the right to

14· · ·accompany them on the inspection.· The appraiser will be asked

15· · ·to determine the value of the land to be acquired, real

16· · ·property improvements within the area to be acquired, and

17· · ·damages (if any) to the remaining property.· The written

18· · ·appraisal will be provided to the landowner at the time the

19· · ·offer is made.

20· · · · · · · · · · Now, this project is fully funded.· If

21· · ·environmental clearance has been obtained and the project has

22· · ·been fully authorized, TxDOT's acquiring agent will commence

23· · ·the acquisition process.· This agent will send each property

24· · ·owner an offer letter along with a copy of the appraisal.· That

25· · ·letter, together with the appraisal, will advise each affected
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·1· · ·owner as to the value of the land to be acquired, the value of

·2· · ·any improvements within the acquisition area, and damages (if

·3· · ·any) to the remaining property.· Each property owner can choose

·4· · ·to accept the offer based on the appraisal or make a

·5· · ·counter-offer based on additional information that may affect

·6· · ·the value of the land under consideration.· If no agreement can

·7· · ·be reached, the State will obtain authorizations to proceed

·8· · ·with eminent domain proceedings.

·9· · · · · · · · · · Now, the initial stage of an eminent domain

10· · ·proceeding is what's known as a Special Commissioners Hearing.

11· · ·In the Special Commissioners Hearing, a judge with jurisdiction

12· · ·over such proceedings will appoint three Special Commissioners

13· · ·to hear the evidence of both the landowner and TxDOT.· The

14· · ·Special Commissioners Hearing is generally informal, usually

15· · ·not in a courtroom.· Rather, in a public meeting room.  A

16· · ·property owner may hire an attorney to represent them in the

17· · ·proceeding or appear on their own behalf.· Based on the

18· · ·testimony given, the Special Commissioners issue an award,

19· · ·which is their determination of value.· Once the State has

20· · ·deposited the amount of this award in the registry of the

21· · ·court, it has a right of possession to the property.· Either

22· · ·the landowner or the State can appeal the award of Special

23· · ·Commissioners, and then a court proceeding will be scheduled to

24· · ·resolve the issue of value.

25· · · · · · · · · · In all cases, the property owner will be
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·1· · ·reimbursed for any reasonable and incidental expenses

·2· · ·necessarily incurred in transferring title to the acquired

·3· · ·property to the State.· Expenses eligible for reimbursement

·4· · ·generally include recording fees and similarly required

·5· · ·expenses to convey the real property along with any penalties

·6· · ·that are required for a prepayment of preexisting recorded

·7· · ·mortgage entered into in good faith encumbering the property.

·8· · · · · · · · · · The State of Texas is required, through the

·9· · ·Federal and State laws that were previously mentioned, to

10· · ·assist persons being displaced from their homes and businesses

11· · ·because of highway projects.· Again, as previously mentioned,

12· · ·this project will require property acquisition.· The State will

13· · ·be required to comply with the provisions mandated by federal

14· · ·and state law to minimize the impact and financial hardships to

15· · ·persons being displaced.· TxDOT has available Relocation

16· · ·Assistance booklets, which will provide a general overview of

17· · ·the Relocation Assistance Program.· Those booklets outline the

18· · ·services offered and any payments for which displaced

19· · ·individuals, families, businesses, and nonprofit organizations

20· · ·may be eligible to receive.· If you have an interest or feel

21· · ·you may be affected by this proposed project, I encourage you

22· · ·to pick up one of those brochures before leaving tonight.

23· · · · · · · · · · If you have any questions regarding this matter,

24· · ·please feel free to visit with our right-of-way staff,

25· · ·including Taylor Hibbens, in the back corner at that table.
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·1· · ·They'll be happy to provide you with any additional information

·2· · ·or details that you might need.

·3· · · · · · · · · · In terms of project timeline, we anticipate that

·4· · ·the projects will receive an environmental decision this

·5· · ·summer, 2019, with anticipated project design completed in

·6· · ·Fall 2020.· Once right-of-way is acquired and utilities

·7· · ·relocated, we anticipate bid to go out for construction, and

·8· · ·that would start in the Summer of 2024, estimated completion

·9· · ·Winter 2025.

10· · · · · · · · · · As I stated earlier, the main purpose of this

11· · ·hearing is to hear from you and to provide an opportunity for

12· · ·you to comment on the project.

13· · · · · · · · · · We are ready to take a break.· Please feel free

14· · ·to review the project materials, ask questions of the team

15· · ·members back at the display tables, and, again, if you would

16· · ·like to provide verbal comments on the project, fill out a

17· · ·speaker registration card back here at the sign-in table.· You

18· · ·can turn them in there.· We will put you in the queue.· All

19· · ·comments received, verbal or written, will be included in the

20· · ·official public hearing record.

21· · · · · · · · · · After a ten-minute recess, we will come back to

22· · ·receive those verbal comments, so please ask your questions of

23· · ·the study team during the recess.· Again, they're the ones

24· · ·wearing the name badges.· They're ready to meet with you.

25· · ·We're going to take that recess, give you the opportunity to do
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·1· · ·that.· The time is 6:48.· We will reconvene at 6:58.· We are

·2· · ·currently in recess.

·3· · · · · · · · · (Recess from 6:48 P.M. to 6:58 P.M.)

·4· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· If everyone would please work your

·5· · ·way back to your seat, please, so we can begin the public

·6· · ·comment section.· We're going to reconvene.· It is 6:58.

·7· · · · · · · · · · One point I'd like to make is that nothing that

·8· · ·you have seen here or that has been presented is final.· It is

·9· · ·all subject to change based on the written and verbal comments

10· · ·that we receive.· And just as a reminder, during the verbal

11· · ·comment section, we will not be able to answer questions.

12· · ·That's a time that is set aside for you to provide comments.

13· · · · · · · · · · Once again, anybody who wants to, please go to

14· · ·the speakers' table to sign up or turn in a speaker's card.· We

15· · ·do have some more of them there.

16· · · · · · · · · · If you don't want to stand and speak tonight,

17· · ·you can write down your comments.· Written comments can be

18· · ·placed -- we have a comment box in the back.· They can also be

19· · ·mailed or emailed to the study team.

20· · · · · · · · · · I'm going to call out the names of people who

21· · ·signed up to speak so their comments can be included in the

22· · ·record.· In order to assure that everyone has an equal

23· · ·opportunity to speak, we'll limit comments to three minutes.

24· · ·After three minutes, you'll be asked to be seated so the next

25· · ·speaker can make their comments.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · You will also see up on the screen a countdown.

·2· · ·We'll ask you to come forward and turn to the microphone.· Make

·3· · ·sure that you address the court reporter and me because the

·4· · ·court reporter needs to capture your comments, and I can help

·5· · ·to serve as your focal point as well.· So use that microphone

·6· · ·there.

·7· · · · · · · · · · We'll ask, also, that you state your name before

·8· · ·speaking.· We'll take the speakers in the order that they are

·9· · ·signed up.

10· · · · · · · · · · So our first speaker is Dale Slaughter.

11· · · · · · · · · · MR. SLAUGHTER:· My name is Dale Slaughter.  I

12· · ·live on 1209, and I'm very concerned about the dust on this

13· · ·project and request you do everything you can to stop the dust.

14· · ·And I want to know, in the future, is there any plans to make

15· · ·Highway 71 a toll road?

16· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Our second speaker for this evening

17· · ·is Thomas Rosser.

18· · · · · · · · · · MR. ROSSER:· I'm Thomas Rosser.· I live in

19· · ·The Colony.· I have one primary concern.· I looked at the

20· · ·various options that I have to get to my house after the

21· · ·project is complete.· The least impact to my house is three

22· · ·minutes.· Doesn't sound like a problem until you understand

23· · ·that that means that that fire truck is delayed by three

24· · ·minutes; the EMT is delayed by three minutes.

25· · · · · · · · · · I looked at the Heart Association that says
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·1· · ·brain death can start in four to six minutes.· CPR not being

·2· · ·provided, it's a 7 percent to 10 percent degradation for every

·3· · ·single minute.

·4· · · · · · · · · · So I have talked to people.· I would like to see

·5· · ·if there was a way to change -- to provide access from

·6· · ·eastbound State 71 north through a tunnel -- you'd have to have

·7· · ·a significant raise in the roadbed at that point to have a

·8· · ·sufficient tunnel height -- to alleviate that three-minute

·9· · ·delay for the currently 600, soon to be, hopefully soon,

10· · ·thousands of additional residents in The Colony to not

11· · ·encounter that extra three-minute delay.

12· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Thank you, sir.

13· · · · · · · · · · Deborah Bynum.

14· · · · · · · · · · MS. BYNUM:· Hi.· I'm Deborah Bynum.· We've got

15· · ·property on 71, and I just found out tonight that all access to

16· · ·that property headed eastbound has been cut off unless you go

17· · ·all the way down to a bridge that hasn't been built yet, and so

18· · ·I have no idea how hard it will be to turn around.

19· · · · · · · · · · The gentleman prior to me voiced some concerns

20· · ·about the lack of access -- being able to access the property,

21· · ·so I, too, would like to know if there's going to be some

22· · ·ability to cut into property without having to go a mile or

23· · ·more down the road to do a turnaround.· It also significantly

24· · ·impacts future use of the land, which I think is not a good

25· · ·thing, and suspect the appraisers won't take that into
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·1· · ·consideration.

·2· · · · · · · · · · Also, since it seems to be about getting Houston

·3· · ·people to Austin faster, I want to know if rapid transport was

·4· · ·considered.· Why build a road?· Why not do a rapid transport

·5· · ·thing and just avoid this whole mess?· I haven't seen anything

·6· · ·in the press about rapid transport being considered; although,

·7· · ·of course, we've talked about that in this region for the last

·8· · ·20 years or longer.

·9· · · · · · · · · · I think a prior speaker also raised a concern

10· · ·about having this turn into a toll road, which will further

11· · ·compromise the ability to access property, and I -- I don't

12· · ·know whether there's any plans to turn 71 into a toll road, but

13· · ·that's an obvious concern.· Thank you.

14· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Thank you.

15· · · · · · · · · · Dr. Danny McCoy.

16· · · · · · · · · · MR. MCCOY:· Hello.· I'm Danny McCoy.· I live on

17· · · .· I'm impacted by this with the west end of

18· · ·frontage roads and -- coming into my neighborhood.· I think

19· · ·most everybody in here agrees that we need something at 1209.

20· · ·It is dangerous, the lights, people running, speeds, and all

21· · ·that.

22· · · · · · · · · · What I have a problem with is the impact to

23· · ·those of us that have lived there for a very long time.· I've

24· · ·been here 17 years, and I've got neighbors that -- I've got no

25· · ·idea how long they've been there because they were well
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·1· · ·established long before I got there.

·2· · · · · · · · · · My daughter goes to high school at Cedar Creek;

·3· · ·my other daughter goes to elementary school at Bluebonnet, and

·4· · ·I've got a one-year-old that'll follow the same cycle if I even

·5· · ·stay around here.· I take my daughter to and from school at the

·6· · ·high school every day.· It's very simple.· I exit, go to the

·7· · ·high school, come back, turn, cross the median, and right into

·8· · ·my driveway.

·9· · · · · · · · · · Based on the way it is now, I will have to drive

10· · ·an extra 5 miles every time I take my daughter to school.  I

11· · ·pick her up once a day.· I drop her off once a day.· I also

12· · ·head into Austin a few times each week.

13· · · · · · · · · · So at a simple 15 times a week, having to make

14· · ·this new turnaround, going to 1209, turning around, coming back

15· · ·this frontage road, I'm looking at spending an extra $2,262 a

16· · ·year in lost gas, transportation costs on that, and that's

17· · ·just, you know, a simple 15.· I'm sure there's plenty of my,

18· · ·you know, local residents near me that have to drive that as

19· · ·many times or often.

20· · · · · · · · · · Have you impacted that on the people?· Have you

21· · ·told us what -- the extra cost of us driving, just the simple

22· · ·things that we do every day?· To me, it looks like this design

23· · ·was either a set of overzealous engineers, who just like to put

24· · ·a lot of things on paper and it looks really good, or there's

25· · ·some potential corruption behind it.
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·1· · · · · · · · · · Removing all those homes and businesses on the

·2· · ·west side of 1209, there's no need in it.· You can narrow the

·3· · ·median.· You can keep the frontage roads if you really want to

·4· · ·and those businesses.· Wiping those businesses out sounds like

·5· · ·some kind of plan to eventually acquire those lands for other

·6· · ·people who are looking to build strip malls or a bunch of other

·7· · ·things.

·8· · · · · · · · · · I don't think we're interested in that in our

·9· · ·little area in Wyldwood.· We got a light up there because we

10· · ·needed it to get back and forth at one time.· 1209's not that

11· · ·important of a road.· People use it to get to and from their

12· · ·houses.· They get to the school.· They use it as a quick cutoff

13· · ·to 1209.· It's a local road.

14· · · · · · · · · · We don't need to wipe out our entire local

15· · ·businesses and sets of homes along 71 in order to build a road

16· · ·to make it faster for people from Houston and Austin.· You're

17· · ·destroying a lot of our lives and the way we work just to put

18· · ·in a bunch of frontage roads.· Narrow your design.· Change it.

19· · ·Eliminate some of those frontage roads.· Thank you.

20· · · · · · · · · · MR. BISHOP:· Thank you, sir.

21· · · · · · · · · · There are no more verbal comments, so we are

22· · ·going to conclude this part of the public hearing.· Again, all

23· · ·comments that we receive on the State Highway 71 between

24· · ·County Road 206 and State Highway 21 project tonight, as well

25· · ·as those received by May 15, 2019, will be summarized,
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·1· · ·analyzed, and responded to in a report.· Comments and responses

·2· · ·will be available to the public through the TxDOT website at

·3· · ·txdot.gov, searching for "SH 71 at FM 1209."· It will also be

·4· · ·addressed in the final environmental document.

·5· · · · · · · · · · That concludes the public hearing.· I want to

·6· · ·thank you for attending.· There are a lot of things that you

·7· · ·could have been doing this evening, and we hope that you can

·8· · ·get back to doing them and, of course, getting to do them

·9· · ·safely.

10· · · · · · · · · · The time right now is 7:08.· This hearing is

11· · ·officially adjourned.· Good night.

12· · · · · · · · · · (HEARING ADJOURNED AT 7:08 P.M.)
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·1· · · · · · · · · · · · REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION

·2· · · · · · TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PUBLIC HEARING

·3

·4· · · · · · · · · · · ·SH 71 FROM CR 206 TO SH 21

·5· · · · · · · · · · · · · BASTROP COUNTY, TEXAS

·6

·7· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·APRIL 30, 2019
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 6:30 P.M.
·8

·9· · ·**************************************************************

10· · · · · · · ·I, Sherri K. Williamson, hereby certify that the

11· · · · · · · ·facts stated in the foregoing pages are true and

12· · · · · · · ·correct.

13

14

15

16· · · · · · · ·GIVEN UNDER MY HAND on this the 13th day of May,

17· · · · · · · ·2019.

18

19
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·______________________________
20· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Sherri K. Williamson
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Notary Public ID No. 661581-6
21· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·U.S. Legal Support, Inc.
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Firm Registration No. 10558
22· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Austin Centre
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·701 Brazos, Suite 380
23· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Austin, Texas 78701
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(512)292-4249
24
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