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1.0 Purpose of Report

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxXDOT) Austin District is proposing improvements to
United States Highway 79 (US 79) from Interstate 35 (I-35) to east of Farm-to-Market Road
1460 (FM 1460) (A.W. Grimes Blvd) within the city of Round Rock in Williamson County, Texas.
Figure 1 depicts the project location and limits.

The purpose of this report is to notify TXDOT Environmental Affairs Division (TxDOT ENV) staff
of changes to the following submitted technical reports due to design changes associated
with the proposed US 79 improvements in Williamson County, Texas:

e Community Impacts Analysis

e Archeological Background Study and Intensive Survey
e Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment

e Indirect Impacts Analysis

e Wetlands/Waters of the U.S. Delineation Report

The technical reports listed above were approved before design changes were implemented
to avoid adverse impacts to a 4(f) property. This technical report addresses changes to
impacts due to the design changes.

The Traffic Noise Analysis, Geologic Assessment, Historic Resources Survey Report, Biological
Evaluation Form, Tier 1 Site Assessment, and Air Analysis technical reports have been
updated to reflect the new design changes under separate cover and are not assessed in this
document.

2.0 Summary of Design Changes

The majority of design changes occurred at the redesign of the Mays cloverleaf. Other
refinements have also been made, primarily at major intersections with US 79. See
Attachment B — Schematics for the current design. Below is an exhaustive list of design
changes that were made after the 2018 schematics were developed; these design changes
have been incorporated into the analysis of this technical report addendum.

e Atl-35:

0 An additional southbound |-35 frontage road through lane has been added at the
US 79 intersection.

0 A northbound frontage road acceleration lane for cars turning left from US 79 onto
northbound |-35 has been added.

0 The westbound US 79 right-turn lane for vehicles turning right onto northbound I-35
has been extended.

0 The length of the Northbound frontage road has been extended, to the north of the
[-35, US 79 intersection, within existing right-of-way.

e At Mays Street:

0 The partial cloverleafs at Mays have been redesigned, as have the approaches.




There are now three southbound through lanes on the Mays Street overpass.

The northeast cloverleaf was relocated to be in the northwest quadrant to remove
impacts to the historic Texas Baptist Children’s Home. Minimal right-of-way take is
proposed from the Texas Children’s Baptist Home.

The southeast cloverleaf was re-aligned to miss the historic monument and the
heritage oak tree and to provide one large water quality pond (rather than two
smaller ones that would have required more maintenance).

There is no longer a lane going straight from the southeast cloverleaf into the
church parking lot on Mays Street. Cars can only go left or right onto Mays Street.
Along southbound Mays Street, an additional through lane was added and carried
through the intersection in front of the church, giving a total of 3 through lanes and
2 dedicated left-turn lanes (previously 1 left turn and 2 through lanes).

Along southbound Mays Street north of US 79, the left-turn bay for the outermost
left-turn lane was extended.

Three through lanes and one optional through/exit lane are carried under the Mays
bridge on westbound US 79 traffic (previously 2 through lanes and 2 exit lanes).
Two through lanes, one optional through/exit lane and an exit only lane, are carried
under the Mays Street Bridge for eastbound US 79 traffic (previously 2 through
lanes and 2 exit lanes).

Additional ROW at the Henna House (south of US 79 adjacent to US 79/Mays
interchange) to allow for a shoulder for safe right turns into the property.

East of Mays Street to west of AW. Grimes Boulevard (Blvd):

o

(0]

(0}

A new proposed water quality pond at the downstream end of the US 79/HEB
culvert.

A protected northbound Georgetown Street to eastbound US 79 right-turn lane has
been added.

East of A.W. Grimes and west of Palm Valley Cove, US 79 now has two main lanes
instead of one (it goes back down to one lane as it approaches Palm Valley Cove,
same as in the previous schematic).

At A.W. Grimes Blvd:

(0]

(0]

The left-turn-lane bay and right-turn bay for northbound traffic from US 79 to A.W.
Grimes Blvd was extended.

The northbound right turn from A.W. Grimes Blvd to US 79 acceleration lane was
extended.

A dual left-turn lane was added to move vehicles from southbound A.W. Grimes
Blvd to eastbound US 79.

At the eastbound to westbound turnaround at A.W. Grimes Blvd, the westbound
lane was extended.

A dual left-turn lane was added from eastbound US 79 to northbound A.W. Grimes
Blvd.

The US 79 overpass bridge now has 3-spans rather than 4-spans to accommodate
dual left turns in all four directions.




0 Proposed right-of-way has been added for vehicles turning right onto US 79 east
(new right-of-way in front of Physicians Premier Round Rock building).

3.0 Preferred Alternative Description

Proposed improvements include widening the existing US 79 roadway to add a third travel
lane in each direction and installing a raised median for safety. Improvements to intersections
would include overpasses at US 79/Mays Street and US 79/A.W. Grimes Blvd and altering the
US 79/1-35 Intersection. Driveways and access points would be modified to improve safety
and traffic flow. The proposed improvements also include installing shared-use paths on both
sides of US 79 to improve pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. The proposed project
would require approximately 8.97 acres of new right-of-way. Deep impacts are anticipated as
part of the construction of a grade separation at the intersection of US 79 and Mays Street.

The proposed project would include a major reconfiguration of the intersection at US 79 and
Mays Street. The addition of a partial cloverleaf interchange would replace the existing four-
way traffic light to improve safety and enhance the flow of traffic from one corridor to the
other. Two traffic lights would be added facilitating the left and right hand turns on and off
Mays Street. The addition of an overpass would direct Mays Street traffic over US 79, thus
avoiding the potential danger and congestion associated with the intersection.

A raised median is proposed along the center of US 79 throughout the majority of the project
area. The addition of this median would limit access points on and off US 79 to five cross-
street intersections, the interchange at Mays Street, and three designated turn lanes at
breaks in the median. The five cross-street intersections are listed below:

e A.W. Grimes Blvd

e Sunrise Road

e Georgetown Street
e Egger Avenue

e Heritage Center

The proposed project would include the addition of an overpass at the intersection of US 79
and A.W. Grimes Blvd. The overpass would allow vehicles traveling in the left lanes along US
79 to go over A.W. Grimes Blvd without stopping, thus bypassing the intersection. The right
lanes would direct traffic to the 4-way traffic light at the intersection of US 79 and A.W. Grimes
Blvd, below the overpass bridge. This intersection would include turnaround lanes, protected
left turn lanes, and pedestrian crosswalks and would facilitate the transfer of vehicles on and
off US 79 and A.W. Grimes Blvd.

The proposed project occurs on 79.1 acres of existing right-of-way and 0.18 acres of existing
easement. It would require approximately 10.32 acres of new right-of-way for a total project
footprint of 89.53 acres.

The design schematic including the typical sections is provided as Attachment B.




4.0 Summary of Impacts by Resource

The following sections describe impacts associated with the preferred alternative that were
not documented in previous technical reports.

4.1 Community Impacts

The Community Impacts Assessment (CIA) Technical Report Form was completed in October
2018. Subsequently, design schematic modifications were made, which yielded additional
impacts not previously evaluated. This required reassessment of the prior analyses of census
data, potential displacements and relocations, access and travel patterns, community
cohesion, environmental justice, and public involvement. The following discussions
summarize changes related to these resource topics.

4.1.1 Census Data

The minority population data presented in the 2018 CIA Technical Report stemmed from the
2010 Decennial Census and is still valid. The results of the minority population analysis
provided in the 2018 technical report remain unmodified under the current design schematic.
The 2013-2017 American Community Survey (ACS) data are now available for the income
and Limited English Proficiency (LEP) impacts analyses. Analysis of additional census
geographies was not required because the footprint of the redesigned US 79 corridor did not
extend beyond the original census geographies studied.

4.1.1.1 Income Information

The 2019 Department of Human Health and Safety (DHHS) poverty level for a family of four
is $25,750. The median household incomes for the census block groups traversed by the
proposed project range from $29,023 to $105,106. Based on a review of the 2013-2017
ACS data, low-income census geographies are not a concern. All the census block groups
along the corridor reflect median household incomes greater than the 2019 DHHS poverty
guidelines for a family of four ($25,750). Table 1 provides details related to median household
income for the census geographies traversed by the proposed project.

4.1.1.1 Limited English Proficiency Information

Based on a review of the 2013-2017 ACS data, the total LEP population percentage for the
project area decreased from 11.1 percent, as reported in the 2018 CIA Technical Report, to
8.7 percent. The LEP population is predominately composed of Spanish-speaking individuals,
with smaller percentages representing individuals who speak Indo-European and
Asian/Pacific Islander languages. Table 2 provides details related to LEP populations for the
census geographies traversed by the proposed project.




Table 1: Median Household Income (American Community Survey 2013-2017)

I Census 2010 Total Median Househqld Income in t_he 2019 DHHS_
Geography Households Past 12 Mo_nths (in 2017 Inflation- Povert_y Guideline
Adjusted Dollars) (Family of Four)
I Williamson County 170,051 $79,123
I City of Round Rock 37,345 $76,295
I Census Tract 206.02 1,667 $76,469
I Block Group 2 315 $29,023
. Census Tract 207.01 795 $34,410
I Block Group 2 447 $32,904
I Census Tract 215.03 1,704 $42,432
I Block Group 1 805 $32,358 $25,750
. Block Group 2 899 $46,776
I Census Tract 215.05 2,237 $69,154
I Block Group 2 994 $58,676
l Census Tract 215.08 2,805 $83,160
I Block Group 1 889 $105,106
I Block Group 2 1,241 $51,617
. Block Group 3 675 $100,107

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American Community Survey, Tables B11001 and B19013.
Note: ACS data are estimates; they are not counts. Income data is provided in 2017 inflation-adjusted dollars.




Table 2: Persons Who Speak English Less Than Very Well (American Community Survey 2013-2017)

I_--- Languages Spoken by LEP Populations
Population Perce_nt . FleeiEi: No. Asian i(sair:r? r:]SE
Lol il 5 Years & : Percent ok SR Indo-Euro | ¢ "5 cific Pacific
iy =il OLCI)‘EP olfD:)_EP Islander Islander of
: : LEP Pop.
l Williamson County 473,761 31,334 6.6% 21,560 68.8% 2,972 9.5% 5,833 18.6%
I City of Round Rock 108,403 9,129 8.4% 6,523 71.5% 737 8.1% 1,383 15.1%
I Census Tract 206.02 5,388 715 13.3% 619 86.6% 11 1.5% 84 11.7%
I Block Group 2 854 121 14.2% 110 90.9% 11 9.1% - -
. Census Tract 207.01 1,972 486 24.6% 458 94.2% 6 1.2% 5 1.0%
l Block Group 2 1,264 245 19.4% 239 97.6% 6 2.4% - -
l Census Tract 215.03 4,060 412 10.1% 404 98.1% - - 8 1.9%
. Block Group 1 2,171 346 15.9% 338 97.7% - - 8 2.3%
I Block Group 2 1,889 66 3.5% 66 100.0% - - - -
. Census Tract 215.05 6,831 806 11.8% 741 91.9% 41 5.1% - -
l Block Group 2 2,863 437 15.3% 437 100.0% - - - -
l Census Tract 215.08 7,923 253 3.2% 84 33.2% 148 58.5% 21 8.3%
. Block Group 1 3,032 140 4.6% 48 34.3% 92 65.7% - -
. Block Group 2 2,878 113 3.9% 36 31.9% 56 49.6% 21 18.6%
I Block Group 3 2,013 - - - - - - - -
l TOTAL (Block Groups) 16,964 1,468 8.7% 1,274 86.8% 165 11.2% 29 2.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American Community Survey, Table B16004.
Note: ACS data are estimates; they are not counts.

969
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4.1.2 Potential Displacements and Relocations

The alignment of the proposed project was redesigned to avoid adverse impacts to a Section
4(f) property; however, the redesign increased the total number of potential displacements
from 1 to 19 due to the right-of-way required from the Round Rock East Shopping Center,
which contains multiple tenants and businesses. A summary of the potential displacements
is provided in Table 3.

Table 3: Summary of Potential Displacements

. Type of Displacement Number of Displacements

. Commercial

. Commercial business 16
. Vacant commercial property 1
. Other

. Community facility 2

. Total 19

Source: Design schematic (October 2019) and field observations (October 2019).

All property owners from whom property is needed are entitled to receive just compensation
for their land and property. Just compensation is based upon the fair market value of the
property. TXDOT provides relocation resources to all displaced persons without discrimination
in @ manner consistent with U.S. Department of Transportation policy as mandated by the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as
amended in the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987 (the
Uniform Act). TxDOT also provides, through its Relocation Assistance Program, payment and
services to aid in movement to a new location. If eligibility requirements are met, displaced
persons would receive relocation assistance counseling. Relocation assistance is available to
all individuals, families, businesses, and other facilities displaced as a result of a state
highway project or other transportation project. Thus, assistance applies to tenants as well as
owners occupying the real property needed for the project.

Table 4 lists the potential commercial displacements and provides information related to
business type and the estimated number of employees. See Figure 3 in Attachment A for the
location of these potential displacements.




Table 4: Potential Commercial Displacements

Fig. 3 W|II|amson County Appraisal Estimated Number of

1108 N Interstate Hwy 35 Round Restaurant - Fast
Rock, TX 78681 RO71238 Food 20-49

Taco Bell

Round Rock East Shopping Center - Rest ¢ - Fast
D2 KFC 404 W Palm Valley Bivd. RO71235 estaurant - ras 20-49

Round Rock, TX 78664 Food

Austin Mobile Round Rock East Shopping Center -
D4 Drug Testing 402 W Palm Valley Blvd. #H Round RO71235 Medical lab 2-4
(AMDT) Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock East Shopping Center -
402 W Palm Valley Blvd. #C R0O71235 Salon 5-9
Round Rock, TX 78664

I Round Rock East Shopping Center - Restaurant - lce

Spa Pro Nails &

D5 Tan

Dé Best Scoops 402 W Palm Valley Blvd. #B, Round R071235 5.9
Rock, TX 78664 Cream Shop

Round Rock East Shopping Center - Shipping and mailing

D7 The UPS Store 402 W Palm Valley Blvd. #A, Round RO71235 il 1-4
Rock, TX 78664
Round Rock East Shopping Center - Retail - Depart t
D8 Bealls* 400 W Palm Valley BIvd. RO71235 etal _St(?r?aa men 20-49
Round Rock, TX 78664
Round Rock East Shopping Center - )
D9 Cricket Wireless 312 W Palm Valley Bivd. RO71235 Retail 'St%fg Phone 5-9
Round Rock, TX 78664
Round Rock East Shopping Center - Rest { _ Donut
Donut 79 310 W Palm Valley Bivd. RO71235 estaurant - Lonu 4-7

Round Rock, TX 78664 Shop




Fig. 3 W|II|amson County Appraisal Estimated Number of

Benjamin Moore -  Round Rock East Shopping Center -
Roosters Paint & 308 W Palm Valley Blvd. RO71235 Retail - Paint Store 5-9
Decor Round Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock East Shopping Center -
D12 Sally Beauty 306 W Palm Valley Blvd. RO71235
Round Rock, TX 78664

Retail - Beauty 5-9
Supply Store

Round Rock East Shopping Center - Retail - Auto Part
D13 Auto Zone 300 W Palm Valley Blvd. RO71235 etall -~ Auto Farts 20-49

Round Rock, TX 78664 Store

Round Rock East Shopping Center -
D14 Planet Fitness 200 W Palm Valley Blvd. RO71235 Gym 10-19
Round Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock East Shopping Center -
D16 China E Buffet 130 W Palm Valley Blvd. R489048 Restaurant 10-19
Round Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock East Shopping Center - Retail - Furniture

120 W Palm Valley Blvd. R489048 5-9
Store

Buddy’s Home

DALY Furnishings

Round Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock East Shopping Center -
D18 N/A 120 W Palm Valley Blvd. R489048 Vacant (0]
Round Rock, TX 78664

Round Rock East Shopping Center -
1108 N Mays Street R489048 Laundromat 5-9
Round Rock, TX 78664

SpinZone Laundry
Round Rock

Sources: Field observations (October 2019), Williamson County Appraisal District (accessed October 2019), Design Schematic (dated 10/29/19), www.Manta.com (accessed
October 2019 for estimated number of employees).
*Bealls is currently undergoing store closeout and will be transitioning into Gordmans, another department store, in 2020.




Based on an October 2019 Loopnet.com search, there appears to be a sufficient number of
commercial properties available for lease within the project area zip codes to accommodate
businesses displaced by the proposed project (Table 5). However, it should be noted that
comparable monthly rents for these potentially displaced properties could not be determined,
as this information was not available from Williamson County Appraisal District records. Many
of the properties available for lease are located within shopping centers. According to
Loopnet.com, one shopping center located within the existing 78664 zip code contains 11
spaces for lease and is to be constructed in 2020.

Table 5: Summary of Available Commercial Properties

I Number of Properties for Sale or Lease

Property Type
I Zip Code 78664 Zip Code 78681
l 28 19

Retail

l Medical 9 15

Source: Loopnet.com, accessed October 2019.

As shown in Table 4, a range of approximately 142 to 312 total employees could be impacted
by the proposed project as a result of potential commercial displacements. The total number
of potentially impacted employees resulting from the proposed project is less than 0.5 percent
of local employment, based on 2013-2017 ACS data.

Additionally, two community facilities would potentially be displaced by the proposed project.
Table 6 provides details about these potential displacements, and Figure 3 in Attachment A
illustrates the locations.

Table 6: Potential Other Displacements

Fig. 3 Williamson County
Map | Facility Name Address Appraisal District Type of Facility
ID Property ID

Round Rock East Shopping

Iglesia Cristiana Center - .
b3 Bet-el 402 W Palm Valley Bivd. #G RO71235 Place of Worship
Round Rock, TX 78664
Goodwill Round Rock East Shopping
Central Texas - Center -
D15 " Round Rock 150 W Palm Valley Bivd. RO Job Help Center

Job Help Center Round Rock, TX 78664

Source: Williamson County Appraisal District, accessed October 2019.

Iglesia Cristiana Bet-el is a predominately Hispanic, Spanish-language church located in the
Round Rock East Shopping Center. Several Christian places of worship are located in the
78664 zip code; however, the closest Christian place of worship with services in Spanish is
located approximately 6 miles away. Iglesia Gracia de Dios is the Hispanic Ministry of
CrossWalk Church, which is located at 8650 County Road 110, Round Rock, Texas 78665.
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The Goodwill Central Texas - Round Rock Job Help Center is an organization that provides job
search assistance for low-income and disadvantaged individuals. The center provides case
management, pre-employment assistance, training opportunities, client and employer follow-
up, and additional supportive services as needed. Programs are available for specific
populations, including veterans, homeless individuals, ex-offenders, and those who lack
education. The closest facility offering similar services is the Georgetown Community
Resource Center located at 805 W. University Avenue Suite 127, Georgetown, Texas 78626,
approximately 9 miles away.

If the businesses and/or community facilities can relocate within the immediate vicinity or
community and remain viable, any potential employment and/or service provision impacts
would be temporary. More substantial impacts could occur if the businesses and/or
community facilities cannot relocate or must do so outside of the general vicinity of their
current location. As shown in Table 5, the available commercial real estate within the 78664
and 78681 zip codes indicates relocation of the potential commercial displacements may be
achievable within the city of Round Rock.

4.1.3 Access and Travel Patterns

As described in detail in Section 2.0, the design changes include additional lanes at the I-35
intersection, redesigned cloverleaf at Mays Street, and additional protected left-turn lanes at
the Georgetown Street and A.W. Grimes Blvd intersections. The access and travel pattern
alterations due to the proposed raised median throughout a majority of the project area
remain unchanged from the 2018 CIA Technical Report under the current schematic. The
number of breaks in the median and the distances between median breaks remain effective.
The anticipated approximation of total affected businesses and residences presented in the
2018 CIA Technical Report remain unchanged.

4.1.4 Community Cohesion

The results of the Community Cohesion analysis provided in the 2018 CIA Technical Report
remain unmodified under the current design schematic.

4.1.5 Environmental Justice

Based on a review of the 2013-2017 ACS data, low-income census geographies are not a
concern. All the census block groups along the corridor reflect median household incomes
greater than the 2019 DHHS poverty guidelines for a family of four ($25,750). Based on
information presented in the 2018 CIA Technical Report, 17 of the 28 adjacent populated
census blocks contained a population of more than 50 percent minority persons.

All 19 potential displacements are located within predominantly minority census geographies.
Figure 4 in Attachment A illustrates the census geographies, presence of minority populations,
and locations of the potential displacements.

The two census blocks that could potentially be impacted by potential displacements meet
the environmental justice threshold (greater than 50 percent minority population). All 19
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potential displacements are located in predominantly minority blocks (summarized in
Table 7).

Table 7: Potential Displacements within EJ Census Blocks
2010 Census Total Number of Potentially

o .
Geography / Population Minﬁrit Displaced Businesses or MI:;EUIIrDe ,\?0

EJ Census Blocks (2010) y Facilities :
CT 206.02 /BG 2/ .

I Block 2013 45 62.2% 1 D1
CT215.03/BG 1/ o _

I Block 1011 389 75.6% 18 D2-D19

I Total Potential Displacements in EJ Census Blocks 19

Source: Design schematic (October 2019).

The majority of these potential displacements are commercial businesses located in the
Round Rock East Shopping Center, as described in Section 4.1.2 above. The two other
potential displacements located in this shopping center are community facilities. As described
in Section 4.1.2, Iglesia Cristiana Bet-el is a predominately Hispanic, Spanish-language
church, which specifically caters to the Hispanic and Spanish-speaking population.
Additionally, the Goodwill Central Texas - Round Rock Job Help Center is an organization that
specifically caters to the low-income population. If these facilities do not relocate in the
general community vicinity, EJ populations that reside within the community study area would
have to travel approximately 6 to 9 additional miles to access similar services.

Access and travel pattern changes are not solely located within predominantly minority census
geographies. The proposed raised medians and restricted access to properties along US 79
would occur throughout a majority of the project area and would equally affect all adjacent
populated census blocks.

Overall, no disproportionately high or adverse impacts on minority or low-income populations
are anticipated as a result of the proposed project. As previously stated in Section 4.1.2,
potential impacts to EJ communities would be based on whether the potentially displaced
community facilities are able to relocate in the general community vicinity.

4.1.6 Public Involvement

Meetings have been conducted with various affected property owners to discuss historic
properties. No other additional public involvement activities have taken place since the 2018
CIA Technical Report.

LEP populations have been afforded the opportunity to participate in the decision-making
process. Reasonable steps will continue to be taken to ensure all persons have meaningful
access to the programs, services, and information TxDOT provides.
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4.2  Archeological Resources

An archeological background study meeting TXDOT requirements was submitted in April 2018.
The background study recommended survey of all areas of proposed new right-of-way, which
included 9.78 acres of the overall project area. This recommendation was approved by TxDOT
ENV in May 2018. An intensive archeological survey was completed to inventory and evaluate
archeological resources within the proposed project’'s area of potential effects (APE). The
project is subject to both Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, as well as the Antiquities Code of Texas. Fieldwork was conducted in July 2018
under Texas Antiquities Permit 8459. A vast majority of the APE has been disturbed by
construction and maintenance of the existing US 79 roadway and associated driveways,
utilities, and water management features. Three shovel test units and five backhoe trenches
were excavated within the APE. None of these excavations uncovered archeological materials
of any age; no new archeological sites were identified, and no artifacts were collected during
this project. Results of this survey indicated that extensive disturbances within the APE
stemming from previous roadway construction and maintenance, commercial and residential
development, and utility installation have greatly reduced the potential for intact archeological
deposits throughout the APE. No unambiguously cultural materials or features were found
anywhere in the APE, including in shovel tests or trenches. Thus, CMEC recommended that no
further archeological investigations were warranted prior to construction and that the
proposed project should be allowed to continue as planned. The Texas Historical Commission
concurred with this recommendation on August 28, 2018.

Following the release of an updated design in October 2019, the APE expanded slightly in
several locations: the east side of the intersection of US 79 and I-35; the intersection of US 79
and Mays Street; the south side of US 79, just east of Mays Street; and the south side of US
79, just east of AW. Grimes Blvd. These portions of proposed new right-of-way that were
added during recent schematic changes are located entirely within areas containing roadway
improvements, drainage improvements, commercial developments, and/or overhead and
buried utility corridors that have disturbed any archeologically relevant soils within those areas
of the APE. CMEC recommends that no further archeological investigations are warranted
prior to construction, and that the proposed project should be allowed to continue as planned.

4.3 Hazardous Materials

A Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment (ISA) Report was completed in October 2018.
An updated regulatory database review (September 27, 2019) was done to identify any new
sites of concern (Attachment A). In addition to the unresolved sites of concern listed in the
October 2018 ISA, one more site was identified in the updated Regulatory Database Report.
Map ID 26 (Figure 5) is an active gas station located at 806 Sam Bass Road, Round Rock,
Texas. The site was listed as a Leaking Petroleum Storage Tank (LPST 120698) and currently
has three below-ground tanks (PST 69454). Records held by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) indicate that no soil or groundwater samples were found to
contain chemicals of concern above regulatory action levels. Due to the distance and low
probability of contamination migration. this site is of little concern.
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Due to the design changes, Map ID 24 (Figure 5) is a concern. The Round Rock East Shopping
Center located at 200 W Palm Valley Boulevard, Round Rock, Texas is a Voluntary Cleanup
Site (VCP 409) that is documented for contaminated soil and water (Attachment D). Records
from TCEQ show most of the contaminated media is concentrated near the building on the
property, located 275 feet west of the project area. The site is a former dry cleaner that
entered the VCP program in 1996 for chlorinated solvent contamination. Records indicate
that the VCP status is complete. State institutional controls associated with another area of
this site (Map ID #24) located along Taylor street indicate that the site should not be used for
residential or groundwater uses. Further research is needed to determine the extent of
contamination of this site.

4.4  Indirect Impacts

The results of the Indirect Impacts Technical Report (November 2018) remain unmodified
under the recent design changes. The current design schematic does not change the potential
areas of induced development and redevelopment that was previously identified with the
assistance of City of Round Rock planning and economic development staff.

4.5  Wetlands/Waters of the U.S.

The wetlands/waters of the U.S. delineation evaluated the locations and boundaries of any
potential waters of the U.S., including wetlands, within existing and proposed right-of-way of
the proposed roadway improvement project. The proposed right-of way at Onion Branch south
of US 79 has been reduced in the new design. No other changes to waters of the US have
occurred since the 2018 technical report. Table 8 summarizes the potential impacts to waters
of the U.S. in the US 79 project area.

It is anticipated that impacts would be permitted under Nationwide Permit 14, Linear
Transportation Projects. At the time of this report, the project’s design information is not
detailed enough to allow for impact quantification; however, based on the total aquatic
resources in the project area, no Pre-construction Notification or compensatory mitigation are
anticipated.
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Single and

Complete
Crossing #

Table 8: Summary of Potential Waters of the U.S. Within the US 79 Project Area

Latitude
(decimal
degrees)

Longitude
(decimal
degrees)

Name of
Water
Body

Onion

Branch -97.673973

30.518923

Brushy
Creek
Spring

30.51726 -97.661179

NWI
Feature N e
Manmade

Ditch -97.650332

30.518497

Total Manmade Ditch Linear Feet/Acres:

Total Water of the U.S. Linear Feet/Acres:

Total Wetland Acres:

Linear

Feet/Acres of
Potential Waters

of the U.S.
Within the

Existing Right-of-

Way

164 In ft/
0.064 acres

Unknown

0.0 In ft/
0.0 acres

13 In ft/
0.001 acres

13 In ft/
0.001 acre

190 In ft/
0.074 acres

0.0 acres

Linear

Feet/Acres of
Potential Waters

Type of
Aquatic
Resource

Existing

of the U.S. Structure

Within the

Proposed Right-

of-Way

26 In ft/ Intermittent .
0.011 acres Stream Bl
N/A Perennial Culvert
Spring Run
N/A None N/A
Manmade
0 Ditch Culvert

Geographic
Authority to
Which the
Aquatic
Resource “May
be” Subject

Section 404

Section 404

None

None
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5.0 Conclusion

The findings documented in this technical report amendment do not represent substantial
increases to impacts compared to those documented in the original US 79 technical reports.
For many resources, impacts resulting from the new design would be less than what was
previously determined.

An Environmental Assessment for the proposed project will be prepared under separate cover.
The engineering, social, economic, and environmental investigations performed indicate that
the implementation of the proposed project would not result in a significant impact on the
human or natural environment.
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