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A.

COMMENT/RESPONSE
MATRIX



# Last Name 
First 

Name 

Date 

Received 
Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

1 (blank) Gloria 10/13/2017 Email When widening highway 79 why not extend it Dell 

Diamond. 

Thank you for your comment. The upgrades to 

US 79 for this project are a part of identified 

needs based off of the 2040 Capital Area 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) 

Plan. The CAMPO Plan would need to be 

amended to provide additional capacity to the 

east, and that process has begun.  The 

amendment process could take years.  Also, 

TxDOT studies projects based on many factors 

including, identified needs and availability of 

funding.  At this time, the widening of the US 

79 from I-35 to east of A.W. Grimes (FM 1460) 

provides a segment of independent utility that 

would create improvements needed along US 

79 that have been identified with available 

funding and can be allocated to the project 

once the environmental studies are complete.  

In the future, additional projects to continue 

improvements on US 79 may be studied as 

needed. 

2 (blank) (blank) 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

Keep the large sweeping right turns at 79 and the 

IH-35 northbound frontage road. Please don't 

make traffic come to a stop at this intersection. 

Prefer the overpass option at Mays to at-grade. 

Thank you for your comment. The alternative 

where a stop condition was shown did not 

include a dedicated lane for the turning traffic 

to enter into. In that situation, the current 

district policy is to bring the traffic to a stop 

because it is more clear to the turning traffic 

that this is a yield condition, the vehicles are 

more likely to yield to pedestrians, and the 

drivers can more easily see oncoming traffic 

since it is approaching from the side and not 

from behind. If this alternative is chosen, we 

would continue to analyze the traffic model to 

determine the optimal lane configuration for 

this intersection. If it is determined that a 

dedicated lane for the turning traffic to enter 

into is warranted, then the design would be 

updated to include the sweeping right turn. If 

the optimal lane configuration does not include 

a dedicated lane for the turning traffic to enter 

into, the configuration would remain as shown 

for the purposes of safety as explained. 

3 Carter Cathy 10/4/2017 Email/Mail *(Identical email and mail comment - one entry)* 

Hello Shirley, Thank you for holding the 

informative Open House last week. While I am 

strongly in favor of improving the traffic flow on 

Thank you for your comment. In reference to 

your notations/concerns: 

US 79 Open House A - 1 September 28, 2017



# Last Name 
First 

Name 

Date 

Received 
Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

this section of Hwy 79 I am concerned about a 

few of the design elements and the disruption of 

the construction itself. I ask that you consider the 

following in addition to all your other 

requirements: 

1. Pedestrian safety of students crossing at

Georgetown Rd or Sunrise. Elementary students 

who live south of 79 normally attend Berkman ES 

and elementary students who live north of 79 

belong to Robertson ES, so no elementary 

students should be routinely crossing 79 on foot. 

Likewise, middle school students who live south of 

79 usually attend Folks MS and most of those 

who are north of 79 go to Hernandez MS, so again 

middle school students are not expected to cross 

79 at Georgetown or Sunrise every day. However, 

the high school attendance zones split at I-35 

instead of 79. High school students in my 

neighborhood are assigned to Stony Point on the 

opposite side of 79. As much as I would like to 

believe they are each safely delivered by car or 

bus, the reality is that I see students crossing 79 

on foot before daylight many weekdays during the 

school year. Also, either Stony Point HS or 

Hernandez MS has a running club whose route 

crosses 79. It is imperative that “rules of 

engagement” for the construction project protect 

the already-compromised safety of these 

students. In particular, no existing illumination 

should be disconnected, no signal cycles should 

be shortened in the north-south phase, and no one 

should store machines or materials near these 

two intersections in a way that blocks pedestrians 

waiting for the signal lights to switch. 

2. Pedestrian safety of HEB employees and

customers walking between the west edge of the 

parking lot and Sunrise. There is a grass path on 

the north side of 79 that many customers and 

employees use at all hours of the day going 

between the grocery and the residences along 

Sunrise. Based on the detailed pdf Mr. Gobert 

gave me it looks like the right-of-way expansion 

will consume the path because the ground is 

unusably steep on the south side. Can the shared 

For your notations in 1, 2, & 3 - During 

construction, existing pedestrian signage, 

signal timing, and illumination would be 

maintained to its current level of functioning 

and safe pedestrian movement patterns would 

be provided.  Prior to construction and 

throughout the construction process, TxDOT 

would coordinate with HEB, the school district, 

and other property owners to determine if any 

additional measures are required to ensure 

pedestrian safety. 

For your notation in 4 - Illumination would be 

considered in final design. TxDOT would 

coordinate with City of Round Rock to 
determine the final illumination measures to 

implement for the constructed improvements. 

For your notation 5 - Intersection design is 

based on both existing and design year traffic.  

Double lane turn lane would not be 

reconsidered because it is an unsafe traffic 

condition. Georgetown Street does have two 

southbound lanes for approximately 420', 

which provides room for the traffic to merge 

after making the turn. 

For your notation 6 - If this alternative 

(Alternative 2) is selected, the historical marker 

would be relocated and/or replaced. Access to 

the marker would be accessible via the new 

pedestrian facility.  Access to the existing small 

parking lot would create an unsafe traffic 

condition and would not be replaced. We have 

examined variations on this alternative to avoid 

removing the tree. The design works best when 

the cloverleaf ramp aligns with the church 

driveway on the west side of Mays Street, and 

we have not found a good way to align with 

that driveway without impacting the tree. This 

is one of the negatives against this alternative 

and is being taken into consideration in the 

determination of which alternative to use for 

this intersection. 
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use path on the north side be built and 

illuminated before the rest of the construction? 

This will prevent pedestrians from having to walk 

through construction work or in traffic. If this is 

not possible, what is the plan for pedestrian safety 

during the construction? Again, please do not 

allow equipment or materials storage to displace 

pedestrians into traffic. 

3. Retraining the jaywalkers who cross 79

between the apartments and the grocery store. 

The existing intersection at AW Grimes is the most 

pedestrian-friendly one anywhere along Hwy 79 so 

it is frustrating to see families laden with 

packages and small children braving traffic to the 

west. I think part of the reason this happens is 

that the apartment fence does not have a gate at 

its northeast corner. I understand the final 

buildout will require all pedestrians to cross at the 

Grimes intersection. Please figure out a safe 

pedestrian crossing for people to use during the 

construction itself. 

4. Please design the new lighting to illuminate the

sidewalks as well as the roadway if the sidewalks 

will not have their own illumination. The lighting 

along Grimes between Hwy 79 and Seton Hospital 

is a pretty good example. The lighting along Mays 

north of 79 is a pretty bad example. 

5. The new plan includes a double left turn lane

onto northbound Sunrise and onto southbound 

Georgetown. Sunrise has two northbound lanes 

and no residential driveways. Georgetown has just 

one southbound lane and many residential 

driveways. Please reconsider this double left lane 

for the sake of people who live along Georgetown 

and their need to back out of their driveways. The 

30 mph speed limit is posted but not observed. If 

it is the 2040 traffic forecast directing this 

decision then can’t the 2nd left turn lane be 

delayed until 2039? 

6. One of the two alternatives for the Mays

intersection would displace a historic marker, a 
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fantastic monument tree, and a small parking lot 

police use. Please choose the other alternative. 

I appreciate your efforts to communicate with the 

neighbors and to mitigate the inconveniences 

associated with the construction. 

Thank you, 

Cathey Carter 

4 Carter Cathey 10/9/2017 Email Hello TxDOT, Please revise the plan to provide an 

entrance to HEB from 79 east-bound.  Making 

downtown residents go through the Grimes/79 

intersection and then enter the parking lot from 

north-bound Grimes will be time-consuming and 

obnoxious. 

Thank you for your comment. Access to the 

HEB for eastbound traffic would be provided via 

the U-turn at AW Grimes. We believe this would 

be safer then the current scenario, and, in our 

coordination with representatives from HEB, 

they are in agreement that this configuration 

would be better for eastbound traffic. 

5 Christensen Loren & 

Marlene 

10/12/2017 Email Please rethink the expansion of 79 we need it 

done to dell diamond it's all jammed up now. 

When there is a ball game and with the new water 

park it will be impossible to get to church 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

6 Cook Terry 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

ALT 2 - Sam Bass at I-35 southbound frontage 

HAS to be 2 lanes across Sam Bass at I-35.  

ALT 1+2 - Businesses and north & south side of 

79 between I-35 & Mays HAS to provide access to 

businesses on both sides of road no matter 

whether you're driving east or west. 

Like A.W. Grimes at 79 - u-turns for HEB access 

much safer.  

Concerns with westbound traffic access to 

Steplechase Apts. u-turns at Heritage are 

dangerous 

Thank you for your comment. If Alternative 2 

was chosen, we would further analyze the 

traffic model to determine the optimal lane 

configuration. We would be sure to look into 

whether a second through lane is warranted for 

the southbound frontage road. 

For the businesses on the south side of US 79 

between I-35 and Mays Street, the only change 

to the access for westbound traffic is the 

removal of the median break. The current 

median break creates a dangerous situation, 

and we have had much more feedback in favor 

of removing this median break than requesting 

that it be put back. Removing this median 

break should result in a reduction in the 

number of crashes. 

Regarding the access to the Steeplechase 

Apartments, to provide direct access to 

apartments would require an unsafe median 

opening since it is too close to the Egger 

Avenue intersection to provide a turn lane, and 

turning vehicles would have to stop in the 

through lane while they are waiting for an 

opportunity to turn.  For the purposes of these 
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Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

improvements and in order to maintain safety, 

access from Heritage Center or by taking a U-

turn at Heritage Center are safer, more viable 

options. 

7 Cook Wayne 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

Prefer option #1 for Mays Intersection Thank you for your comment. Comment noted. 

8 Dove Tom 10/13/2017 Email Please consider extending the work on Highway 

79 east past Dell Diamond and Kalahari, ideally 

all the way to Toll 130.  Constructing only part of 

this project will create bottlenecks just past AW 

Grimes, and make it more difficult to turn in and 

out of Palm Valley Lutheran Church.  Thanks for 

your consideration. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

9 Erwin Kathy 10/12/2017 Email Dear Ms. Nichols, 

I am a member of Palm Valley Lutheran Church in 

Round Rock. Concerning the project to widen 

Highway 79, I’d like to encourage TX DOT to widen 

Highway 79 all the way to TX 130. Doing so would 

directly affect accessibility to our church, which is 

located along Highway 79. Widening all the way to 

TX 130 would prevent bottlenecks right in front of 

our church entrance. The highway is already very 

busy right in front of our entrance making it 

difficult at times to access our driveway. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

10 Gee Grant & 

Vivian 

10/12/2017 Email I appreciate TxDOT soliciting comments about the 

subject project. We live in Georgetown, but still 

make the commute to Palm Valley Lutheran 

Church twice a week and do much of our weekly 

shopping at the HEB on Palm Valley, near AW 

Grimes. We sometimes use I-35 and sometimes 

Toll 130. If there is to be widening of Hwy 79, 

please widen it from I-35 to ease of the Toll 130 

intersection. Thank you for requesting input. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

11 Gruebmeyer Mark 10/12/2017 Email Hard to understand why you would NOT widen the 

road at least past the new water park 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

12 Gruebmeyer Mark 10/13/2017 Email *REPEAT from 10/12*

Hard to understand why you would NOT widen the 

road at least past the new water park 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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13 Hart Julie 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

As owners of Cambridge Square at the corner of 

79 and Georgetown, we are concerned about: 

- Right of way extension and it's impact on parking 

- Construction timeline impeding accessibility to 

the business (too lengthy) 

- Proposed movement of driveway will create 

traffic flow issues for the centerWould welcome 

an opportunity to meet and discuss alternatives to 

the proposed design and right of way extension. 

Thank you for your comment. To address your 

concerns noted: 

Final right-of-way needs have not been 

determined at this time. If the project is 

advanced to the next stage of project 

development, and a build alternative is 

selected as a result of the National 

Environmental Policy Act process, any right-of-

way way acquisition would be in accordance 

with Title III of the Uniform Act, Federal 

Regulations and State Laws. 

Accessibility to properties would be maintained 

throughout the construction process. In 

addition, construction would be phased along 

the corridor so that direct impacts of 

construction in front of a specific property are 

unlikely to occur the full length of the 

construction portion of the project. We 

anticipate that construction in the immediate 

area adjacent to any property would only last a 

few (1-3) months with the exception of areas 

near overpass construction. 

The final locations of driveways have not been 

determined, however, coordination would occur 

with property owners to discuss any concerns 

and issues regarding traffic flow.  

Public Involvement will continue throughout 

the project development process.  We will be 

hosting another public open house in early 

2018 and will also be doing stakeholder 

meetings for property owners along US 79 in 

the near future.  As a property owner along US 

79, Cambridge Square will be included in the 

invitations to those events.  We look forward to 

talking with your further. 

14 Hutchison Robert 10/12/2017 Email Please consider widening Hwy 79 from I-35 all the 

way to continue the project all the way to Dell 

Diamond or toll 130. Our church member's (Palm 

Valley Lutheran) access would be significantly 

effected if the project is not extended all the way. 

Thank you for making travel safer for all (young & 

older). 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

15 Jacobson Kenneth 10/12/2017 Email Please consider widening Highway 79 east of 

Round Rock from I-35 all the way to TX 130, or at 

least to Dell Diamond.  When the new water park 

is built, traffic in that area will be very congested 

and another lane on 79 will be required.  It would 

be much easier to do that now rather than later. 

Thank you. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

16 Koppel Dave 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

PLEASE extend this project all the way to Kalahari 

Waterpark, Hotel & Convention Center. You will 

eventually need to widen I-79 all that way, so 

please, please do it now. If you do not extend it 

now, it will create a bottleneck right in front of 

Palm Valley Lutheran Church. Please do it right 

the first time. Thank you! 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

17 Krech Jeff 10/5/2017 Email I am the Junior Warden (aka Site/Facilities 

Manager) for St. Richard's Episcopal Church of 

Round Rock. Our property fronts Hwy 79. We are 

very interested in participating in the development 

of the project details that affect our parishioners, 

staff and the greater community. Please let me 

know how to get involved! Thanks. 

Thank you for your comment. Public 

Involvement will continue throughout the 

project development process.  We will be 

hosting another public open house in early 

2018 and will also be doing stakeholder 

meetings for property owners along US 79 in 

the near future.  As a property owner along US 

79, St. Richard's Episcopal Church of Round 

Rock will be included in the invitations to those 

events.  We look forward to talking with you 

further. 

18 Krech Jeff 10/13/2017 FAX With reference to the upcoming US Highway 79 

project: 

This letter is to express our thanks for inviting 

affected parties to weigh in on the upcoming 

project. As you probably know, this project will 

have a dramatic effect on traffic into and out of 

our Church. We care very deeply as to what 

changes are made and formally request to meet 

in person with appropriate staff concerning the 

proposed draft plan and to discuss options. We 

feel an in person meeting is extremely important 

and look forward to that meeting. 

Please reach out to our Parish administrator, Liza 

Moore, at 512.255.5436. She will be able to set 

up a meeting for you with our Rector, Fr. Stuart 

Shelby, our Senior Warden, Warren Gillespie and 

myself. 

Thank you for your comment. Public 

Involvement will continue throughout the 

project development process.  We will be 

hosting another public open house in early 

2018 and will also be hosting stakeholder 

meetings for property owners along US 79 in 

the near future.  As a property owner along US 

79, St. Richard's Episcopal Church of Round 

Rock will be included in the invitations to those 

events.  We look forward to talking with your 

further. 

In response to your questions: 

Existing left turns onto US 79 from your 

property provides an unsafe condition to users 

of the driveway and the general driving public. 

Safe access will be priority in the final design of 

this project, should a build alternative be 

selected and the project proceeds.  
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We will likely have some smaller questions/issues 

to discuss, but are major concerns are thus: 

- The draft plan eliminates left turns from our 

property onto US 79. This is very bad for us. We 

need a way for our parishioners, staff, and pre-

school parents to safely negotiate entry/egress 

from the site. 

- The draft plan does not include any school zone 

provisions (signage, lights, etc.). We'd like to talk 

about options. 

- It's not clear how much of our existing frontage 

road will disappear to make room for the new 

lanes. Can you elaborate? 

- What happens to the brand new sidewalk we just 

installed to comply with the City of Round Rock 

site planning regulations? Is it removed? Is it 

replaced? 

- What changes are expected for our driveways? 

Will TDLR compliance be addressed? 

- How will access to the property be maintained 

during the project? Our particular concern is the 

affect on our annual Pumpkin Patch that takes 

place the entire month of October.  

Looking forward to our meeting! 

Regards, 

Jeff Krech, Junior Warden, St. Richards Episcopal 

Church, Round Rock, TX 

School zone provisions will be considered 

during the final design phase through a 

warranting process per the Texas Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

Should right-of-way be needed that removes 

the sidewalk in front of your property, it will be 

replaced with a new pedestrian facility 

integrated with the project. 

Changes to any driveways will be determined 

as the project development process continues. 

All necessary regulations will be met for any 

changes made. 

Access will be maintained to all property at all 

times throughout the construction process. If 

existing access points need to be modified, 

alternatives will be in place prior to any of 

those changes that could impact access to St. 

Richards Episcopal Church, or any other 

properties along US 79. 

19 Krienke Mildred L. 10/12/2017 Email Please consider widening Hwy 79 further east, to 

SH 130.  With the planned water park and other 

development, it would seem to be the most cost -

effective and least disruptive to do the entire 

project at once.   Thank you. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

20 Madsen Janette 10/13/2017 Email Please make the improvements to Hwy 79 go ALL 

THE WAY TO TOLL 130. Since Kalahari will be 

coming soon, it only makes sense to have the 

road fixed all the way from IH35 to the toll road. 

DO NOT STOP JUST AFTER GRIMES BLVD. Many 

people will be attending the Kalahari Park from 

out of town via the Toll 130 Road. Let’s plan 

ahead for this. Thank you for your time. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

21 Martinez Mary 10/3/2017 Email I prefer Alternate #1 for the 79/Mays St. 

Intersection. Less cost and less construction time. 

For the FM 1460/79, leave it the way it is.  

Thank you for your comment. Comment noted. 

US 79 Open House A - 8 September 28, 2017



# Last Name 
First 

Name 

Date 

Received 
Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

22 Monk 

(on behalf of 

The Creek 

Apartments) 

Sarah 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

The Creek Apartments - I would like to know what 

the plans are for keeping access from US 79 

available for residents, prospects, and vendors.  

Sarah Monk - Community Director 

The Creek Apartments 

Thank you for your comment. Access will be 

maintained to all property at all times 

throughout the construction process. If existing 

access points need to be modified, alternatives 

will be in place prior to any of those changes 

that could impact access to The Creek 

Apartments, or any other properties along US 

79. 

23 Nestler Pablo & 

Diana 

10/14/2017 Email *Came in after comment period end*

Please continue the expansion of Highway 79 all 

the way to Highway 130.  It seems strange to stop 

before 130, which is becoming more popular as 

the best highway/toll road to the airport, San 

Antonio, etc.  Also, stopping 79 before Dell 

Diamond and Walmart will cause bottlenecks as 

well.   

Thank you for considering our request. 

Pablo and Diana Nestler 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

24 Noren Morris 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

Green raised islands should be concrete or any 

permanent item - avoid grass, etc. or [illegible]. 

Kalahari traffic major concern before project 

completed. 

Thank you for your comment. In regard to the 

materials used for medians, construction 

materials would be determined during the final 

design phase.  Narrow median areas would 

almost certainly be hardscaped (concrete or 

pavers). Wider areas may be grass, 

landscaped, or hardscaped. Various factors, 

such as cost, maintenance, safety, and 

aesthetics, would be considered when making 

this decision. 

25 Rabb Nancy 10/12/2017 Email I am a member of Palm Valley Lutheran Church 

and am writing to you in that capacity. It is our 

sincere hope that you will widen the HIGHWAY 79 

all the way to the Dell Diamond at this time to 

keep from having a traffic jam close to the church 

entrance.   Even now there is a backup of cars at 

peak times right in front of the church 

property.  There have been accidents in this area 

already. Please give thought to extending the 

widening of 79 all the way to the Dell Diamond 

where there are other plans for traffic congestion 

already in the making. Thank you. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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26 Reed John F. 10/13/2017 Email As a a retired employee of TxDOT (2012-25 Yrs.-

ROW), I am familiar with the widening project 

proposed for US 79 from Round Rock to just east 

of Grimes.  My question is, why not go ahead with 

the project all the way to SH 130.  With the water 

park on the way and the current Dell Diamond, 

traffic is already bad in the whole area.  I live 

approx. one mile north of 79 on CR 110, and the 

County project on 110 is already about 50% 

complete.  Moving forward with 79 all the way to 

130 would relieve traffic congestion, as well as 

prevent a funnel east of Grimes that would cause 

problem for all located east of Grimes.  Just my 

read on the project.  I currently work as a ROW 

consultant on many projects including TxDOT 

projects. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

27 Reichardt Henry G. 10/14/2017 Email *Came in after comment period end*

Ms. Nichols, I would like to see 79 widened past 

Dell Diamond and Kalahari. I drive this way home 

everyday and during the Baseball season it takes 

me up to 25 minutes to get past Dell Diamond 

where normally it takes only 10 to 15 minutes to 

Red Bud lane where I live. The logical termination 

point of this work would be 130 though I know 

budget constraints will dictate. Thanks for taking 

this input.  

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

28 Riley Joann C. 9/26/2017 Email This is a comment. Regarding Alternate 2, 

although the Mays St. proposed changes look 

great, the I-35 changes are a disaster. I feel they 

would be highly unsafe. Please do not do this. I 

love the Alternate 1 changes to 1460. If it were 

possible to take care of 1460 and Mays St, that 

would be tremendous. Please consider it. Thank 

you. 

Thank you for your comment. We will be 

considering many factors, including cost, 

safety, impacts to traffic flow, and public input 

in making a determination on the design going 

forward. 

29 Risinger Jennifer 10/13/2017 Email Hello. I am writing on behalf of Palm Valley 

Lutheran Church. I have been notified of the 

construction that will take place on Hwy 79. The 

concern of the church is that if this is not 

extended down to the Dell Diamond, the volume 

of traffic will cause a bottleneck Please consider 

this update/change to the new roads.  

Thank you, 

Jennifer Risinger 

Member – PVLC 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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30 Rohrer 

(on behalf of  

HEB) 

Mary 10/13/2017 Email Hilda and Eric 

Thank you for meeting with me and Jared on 

September 20 and discussing the 

proposed US 79 Project improvements. As 

discussed it is important for HEB to have inbound 

access to our westerly driveway from the main 

lanes of US 79.  The schematics shown indicates 

right turn out only. Our HEB store and shopping 

center operations requires inbound movements as 

well. Thank you for your consideration. 

Thanks, 

Mary Rohrer 

HEB Real Estate 

Thank you for your comment. We have been 

and will continue to look into ways to safely 

provide access to and from the site. We will 

continue to work with you to determine a 

solution that works for this site and the safety 

and operation of the highway. 

31 Ryza Stacey 10/12/2017 Email To whom it may concern, 

I am writing this in concern of the ongoing issues 

with traffic I battle on a daily basis both to and 

from work on Hwy 79. When I received an email 

from my church, Palm Valley Lutheran, which is 

also located on Hwy 79, I was excited to email my 

support of this expansion. As I live in Hutto, I 

strongly urge and implore you to please consider 

expanding all the way to the 130 toll. This will 

alleviate so much traffic flow in both directions. 

Thank you for taking the time to hear my opinion. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

32 Santiago Gwendoly

n W. 

10/13/2017 Email I encourage consideration of a proposal to widen 

Hwy. 79 from Round Rock east to Hwy 130. 

Gwendolyn W. Santiago 

Member- Palm Valley Lutheran Church 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

33 Smith Sheila 10/13/2017 Phone Call "She is in favor of extending the US 79 project to 

SH 130, at least past the waterpark project. The 

area is too congested with traffic” 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

34 Smith-

Shanklin 

Crystal 10/12/2017 Email Hello, I am a member of Palm Valley Church on 

highway 79 and I hear that there is a proposal to 

widen the road from highway 35 all the way down 

to a gas station near our church.  I know a lot of 

thought and planning goes into making these 

decisions and I know it will make commuting 

easier for everyone.  My question though, why is 

the widening project ending at the gas station and 

not continuing on down past the Dell Diamond?  If 

you will already have crews on site, if the funds 

are available, why would the project not continue 

further down the road where the new waterpark 

will be shortly?  I know the wider road will help 

directly in front of our church, but then wont traffic 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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# Last Name 
First 

Name 

Date 

Received 
Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

just get backed up if the road widening doesn't 

continue all the way down 79?  Thank you for your 

time, 

35 Smola Charlene 10/12/2017 Email Dear Ms. Nichols: 

This email is regarding the highway 79 project in 

Round Rock. Due to the already large volume of 

traffic congestion between on Highway 79 from IH 

35 through Red Bud, please consider the 79 

expansion of adding an additional lane or an 

overpass. Greatly appreciate your “forward 

thinking” of building roads which accommodate 

future growth. Austin Texas, is a fine example of 

extremely POOR planning. Thank you, 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

36 St. Richard's 

Episcopal 

Church 

10/11/2017 Mail To fellow patrons for the common good in the City 

of Round Rock and southern Williamson County, 

greetings! What an opportunity you have at this 

time! Thank you for sincerely receiving our input 

regarding the development of US 79.  

St. Richards Episcopal Church and St. Richard's 

Episcopal Preschool and Kindergarten are located 

at 1420 Palm Valley Blvd., or US 79. The safety of 

our school families, congregation, and newcomers 

is an increasing concern. Thank you for your 

attention to our input as you make plans. 

With current speed limits being what they are, it 

certainly feels risky for our school families, church 

members, guests, newcomers, vendors, and staff 

to enter and exit our parish campus. Although 

turning west feels somewhat safer than turning 

east, close calls are reported every other week by 

the ones I serve. I know of two major accidents 

since I began to serve St. Richards as their rector 

in February 2011. Our people, their guests, 

visitors, and vendors need to be able to turn safely 

in both directions towards their homes and 

businesses.  

Also consider the installation of a solar powered 

caution light or yellow church/school sign similar 

to what's employed roadside by Palm Valley 

Lutheran Church, Round Rock east of us. 

(Certainly their sign looks like it has been issued 

by the Texas Department of Transportation. May 

Thank you for your comment. Safe access to 

the property is a priority for this project, St. 

Richards and all other property within the 

project limits.  In regard to your turning 

requests, the proposed median design provides 

the safest access to the property based on 

future traffic conditions and proposed lane 

configurations. Regarding a caution light, 

church signs would be considered during final 

design through a sign warrant process based 

on the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices. 

In regard to your concerns about the sidewalks 

you have installed, this project is being planned 

to have continuous pedestrian facilities along 

both sides of the proposed corridor. Safety is a 

foundation of the need and purpose of this 

project. 
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First 

Name 

Date 

Received 
Source Comment (Verbatim) Response 

be not. Please advise.) 

Recently, during the construction of our parish 

hall, we installed sidewalks to assist pedestrians 

and to add beauty to US 79. Our sidewalk is very 

important. We hope to keep it. We paid a lot for it. 

We also look forward to our neighbors 

accomplishing the same, for the good of the 

neighborhood and our city. 

At this time, I humbly request your action on 

behalf of the daily safety of over ninety families 

who have children in our Preschool and 

Kindergarten as well as over three hundred 

families and individuals on Sundays. Thank you 

very much for receiving our input at this time. May 

God bless your work for the common good in our 

city and southern Williamson County. Sincerely, 

The Rev. F. Stuart Shelby, Rector 

37 Vaculin David 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

Likes:  

- US 79 overpass at Grimes 

- Mays overpass at US 79 

- Combined driveways south side 79 between I-35 

and Mays 

Questions: Will north intersection at Mays 1/2 

clover leaf be raised up above existing grade? 

Dislikes: 

- Alternate intersection of I-35 and US 79 

Thank you for your comment. Comment noted 

for likes and dislikes. For your question, yes, 

the north intersection at Mays will be raised 

above existing grade if Alternative 2 is selected 

as the preferred alternative. The extent of this 

elevation would be determined during final 

design. 

38 Vanderlaan Ted 9/16/2017 Email Hi Hilda, If you are setting up a mailing list for 

updates on the US 79 improvements, please 

include me. If a website is set up to post updates, 

please provide the link. Thanks. 

Good morning Mr. Vanderlaan, The hearing 

notice page is live for the US 79 project. Here’s 

the link: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-

txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-

meetings/austin/092817.html .  You can 

subscribe to updates to TxDOT’ s Statewide 

Public Hearing and Meetings by clicking on 

“Subscribe to Updates” at the upper right side 

of the page. We'll also include you in the 

project's "general interested person" list, so 
you can be notified of the public meetings and 

hearings. Thank you. 

39 Warriner George 10/13/2017 Email Dear Ms. Nichols: For safety, I encourage TxDOT to 

widen the subject road from I35 to the 130 

Tollway entrance/exit.As an active member of 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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Palm Valley Lutheran Church, located at 2500 E. 

Palm Valley Rd (Rout 79), Presently, traffic 

conditions are becoming congested now for the 

church ingress and egress crossing the highway. 

This includes most days...not just Sunday AM. 

Many older drivers also use during the week. 

Projected growth is high with the announced 

water park. Because of heavy traffic experienced 

currently, I fear impatience with the difficulty in 

crossing into or out of the church entrance will 

lead to a tragic accident. Understand this will 

increase taxpayer cost, but extending the widened 

roadway is health/safety beneficial.  

40 Williamson David 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

I don't know why so much (30') is needed in SB 

block of 79 (Palm Valley) "Lego" blocks to build up 

a wall to a vertical drop are used other places. 

What happened to the importance of the 

"gateway trees" to Round Rock? What will be 

done about drainage of my yard that is 

nonexistent since the "Borrow" ditch was filled in. 

The Henna property also has the same problem in 

the NE Corner. 

Thank you for your comment. The 30' right-of-

way acquisition that is shown in the drawings is 

based on what would be needed to build a safe 

slope from the back of the proposed sidewalk. 

The trees mentioned would be approximately 

at the back edge of the proposed sidewalk, so 

building a retaining wall behind the sidewalk 

would still result in the removal of these trees. 

This project is in the initial environmental 

phase where alternatives are being identified 

and evaluated in an attempt to avoid, minimize 

or mitigate environmental impacts.  The next 

stage of the project development process is the 

design phase where the final design would be 

decided. Drainage would be maintained during 

construction to all properties.  Final drainage 

design would be completed during final design 

phase. Thank you for bringing these drainage 

issues to our attention. We will take this into 

consideration in the drainage design when we 

get to that stage. 

41 Wolff Herb 10/13/2017 Email Dear Ms. Nichols, 

As a 40+ resident of Round Rock, I have seen 

tremendous growth in the city.  It seems that 

infrastructure, highways and streets in particular, 

never keep up with population growth.  

Congestion on Highway 79 is horrendous and will 

continue to get worse. The City of Hutto is growing 

at a tremendous rate and will continue to increase 

in Population. I strongly suggest that US Highway 

79 be widened from Round Rock to Hutto. 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 
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42 Wolff Pat 10/13/2017 Email US Highway 79 becomes more congested each 

and every day for those of us who live in the 

area.  First, I suggest to help the flow of traffic 

from I-35 to Hutto, work with the City of Round 

Rock to shorten the time for cars to go through 

the Round Rock stop lights. Second, I suggest 

TxDOT widen US 79 beyond the Kalahari Resort 

site and Dell Diamond coming west to Round 

Rock from toll Road 130  instead of coming east 

from I-35. I realize none of this will happen in my 

lifetime due to lack of money.  What’s new? 

Thank you for your comment.  

Please see response to Comment #1 regarding 

the project limits. 

43 Young Tammy 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

79 & Mays - Love the half - clover leaf design. 

Need a way to have east bound traffic access 

business on the west side of US 79 and allow 

westbound traffic to access businesses on the 

east between 35 & Mays. What about displaced 

left turn lane 1431/Parmer. 

Thank you for your comment. Comment noted. 

We examined the possibility of using displaced 

left turns at the intersection of US 79 and Mays 

Street, but the right-of-way and access impacts 

were deemed to be too costly as compared to 

the alternatives presented. 

44 Zamora Dr. Javier 9/28/2017 Comment 

Form 

I am concerned about the impact this construction 

will have on my businesses, Advanced Eye Care & 

Surgery. My main concerns are: 1) Loss of revenue 

if construction in front of my office restricts access 

for my patients 2) Loss of parking spaces in front 

of my building. May no longer meet city code? 3) 

Location of my current monument sign. Will it 

have to be moved? 4) Can the project be done in 

small sections to minimize the impact on my 

business? 5) Compensation for loss of land/loss 

of business revenue 

Thank you for your comment. To address your 

concerns: 

1 - Access would be maintained to properties 

along US 79 throughout the construction phase 

and final configuration.  

2, 3, and 5 - Final right-of-way needs have not 

been determined at this time. If the project is 

advanced to next stage of project development, 

and a build alternative is selected as a result of 

the National Environmental Policy Act process, 

any right-of-way acquisition would be in 

accordance with Title III of the Uniform Act, 

Federal Regulations and State Laws. 

4 - Should the project advance to construction, 

construction would be phased along the 

corridor and access to property would be 

maintained throughout the construction 

process. 
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B. 

NOTICES 



Display Ads 

Newspaper Run Dates 

The Round Rock Leader (English) 
9/7/17 Community Impact: Round Rock/Pflugerville/Hutto (English) 

9/14/17 

El Mundo (Spanish) 9/14/17 
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US 79 Open House B - 5 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House B - 6 September 28, 2017
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Webpages 
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Found  at  http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/austin/092817.html[10/4/2017 8:59:52 AM]
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US 79 Open House B - 10 September 28, 2017



Found at http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/media-center/local-news/austin/025-2017.html[10/4/2017 9:00:55 AM]
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Social Media 

Facebook / Twitter 
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TxDOT Facebook Post
US 79 Open House
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TxDOT Twitter Post
US 79 Open House



Electronic Changeable Message Signs
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US 79 

Electronic Changeable Message Signs

 September 21-28, 2017

US 79 @ AW Grimes Intersection 

US 79 @ Mays Intersection 
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News Release 
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TxDOT TO HOST OPEN HOUSE FOR US 79 IMPROVEMENTS FROM I-35 
TO EAST OF FM 1460 

Share This

Tweet This

Sept. 25, 2017 

ROUND ROCK – The Texas Department of Transportation will host an open house for the proposed 

improvements of US 79 on Sept. 28, 2017 from 5 to 8 p.m. at PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School, 

1901 Sunrise Road, Round Rock, TX 78664. 

The purpose of the proposed US 79 project is to improve safety and mobility and accommodate future 

population growth and land use development in the area. Potential improvements include  

• Widening the existing US 79 roadway to add a third travel lane in each direction 

• Installing a raised median for safety 

• Improving intersections to include potential overpasses at US 79/Mays Street and US 79/FM 

1460 and altering the US 79/I-35 intersection 

• Modifying driveways and access points to improve safety and traffic flow 

• Installing bicycle and pedestrian accommodations 

The open house will allow citizens the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed improvement 

project for US 79 between I-35 and East of FM 1460 (A.W. Grimes) in Williamson County. Displays will be 

available for review and staff will be present to answer questions. No formal presentation will be given and 

attendees are invited to come and go at their convenience. 

Attendees will be able to view maps and exhibits and provide written comments at the open house. 

Comments will be accepted September 7, 2017 to October 13, 2017 and can be submitted at the open 

house and by mail to TxDOT Austin District, Attn: Shirley Nichols, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-

5426. For more information on the project, visit txdot.gov keywords “US 79”. 

For media inquiries, contact Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov or (512) 832-7027.

### 

The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail, and public transportation across the state. Through 

collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. Find out more at txdot.gov. “Like” us on 

Facebook and follow us on Twitter.  

Our Values: People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

An Equal Opportunity Employer  

www.txdot.gov  |  TxDOT on Facebook  |  TxDOT on Twitter 

US 79 Open House B - 18 September 28, 2017

mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
mailto:Diann.Hodges@txdot.gov
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
http://www.twitter.com/txdot
http://www.twitter.com/txdot
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.txdot.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
http://www.facebook.com/txdot
https://twitter.com/TxDOT/
https://twitter.com/TxDOT/


Elected Official Emails / Letters 

US 79 Open House B - 19 September 28, 2017



From: Keely Gray
To: Garry Brown
Cc: Doris Sanchez; Lorena Echeverria De Misi; Bobby Ramthun; Shirley Nichols
Subject: US 79 Public Meeting - from I-35 to east of FM 1460 (Sept. 28, 2017)
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 3:06:23 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170828_US 79_Public Meeting_Comm. Cook.pdf

Mr. Brown,
 
Please find the attached letter, which was mailed to Commissioner Cook’s office, regarding an
upcoming Public Meeting the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District will be
holding on September 28, 2017, for proposed improvements on US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460.
Please feel free to forward this letter to staff, as appropriate. Should you have any questions,
concerns or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin
District Environmental Supervisor at (512) 832-7168 or via email at shirley.nichols@txdot.gov. Thank
you!
 

     
Keely Gray | Office Manager
Austin District
7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7005 | Email: Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
 

US 79 Open House B - 20 September 28, 2017

mailto:Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
mailto:garry.brown@wilco.org
mailto:doris.sanchez@wilco.org
mailto:Lorena.EcheverriadeMisi@txdot.gov
mailto:Bobby.Ramthun@txdot.gov
mailto:Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov
mailto:shirley.nichols@txdot.gov
mailto:Keely.Gray@txdot.gov












US 79 Open House B - 21 September 28, 2017



From: Keely Gray
To: Bob Daigh
Cc: Lydia Linden; Lorena Echeverria De Misi; Bobby Ramthun; Shirley Nichols
Subject: US 79 Public Meeting - from I-35 to east of FM 1460 (Sept. 28, 2017)
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 3:33:41 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170828_US 79_Public Meeting_Judge Gattis.pdf

Mr. Daigh,
 
Please find the attached letter, which was mailed to Judge Gattis’ office, regarding an upcoming
Public Meeting the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District will be holding on
September 28, 2017, for proposed improvements on US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460. Please feel
free to forward this letter to staff, as appropriate. Should you have any questions, concerns or need
any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin District Environmental
Supervisor at (512) 832-7168 or via email at shirley.nichols@txdot.gov. Thank you!
 

     
Keely Gray | Office Manager
Austin District
7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7005 | Email: Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
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From: Keely Gray
To: Chris Sanchez
Cc: Lorena Echeverria De Misi; Bobby Ramthun; Shirley Nichols
Subject: US 79 Public Meeting - from I-35 to east of FM 1460 (Sept. 28, 2017)
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 4:22:56 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170828_US 79_Public Meeting_Rep Gonzales.pdf

Mr. Sanchez,
 
Please find the attached letter, which was mailed to Representative Gonzales’ office, regarding an
upcoming Public Meeting the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District will be
holding on September 28, 2017, for proposed improvements on US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460.
Please feel free to forward this letter to staff, as appropriate. Should you have any questions,
concerns or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin
District Environmental Supervisor at (512) 832-7168 or via email at shirley.nichols@txdot.gov. Thank
you!
 

     
Keely Gray | Office Manager
Austin District
7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7005 | Email: Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
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From: Keely Gray
To: Pete Correa
Cc: Julia Cooper; Lorena Echeverria De Misi; Bobby Ramthun; Shirley Nichols
Subject: US 79 Public Meeting - from I-35 to east of FM 1460 (Sept. 28, 2017)
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 3:08:59 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170828_US 79_Public Meeting_Comm. Madsen.pdf

Mr. Correa,
 
Please find the attached letter, which was mailed to Commissioner Madsen’s office, regarding an
upcoming Public Meeting the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District will be
holding on September 28, 2017, for proposed improvements on US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460.
Please feel free to forward this letter to staff, as appropriate. Should you have any questions,
concerns or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin
District Environmental Supervisor at (512) 832-7168 or via email at shirley.nichols@txdot.gov. Thank
you!
 

     
Keely Gray | Office Manager
Austin District
7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7005 | Email: Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
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From: Keely Gray
To: Gary Hudder
Cc: citycouncil@roundrocktexas.gov; Lorena Echeverria De Misi; Bobby Ramthun; Shirley Nichols
Subject: US 79 Public Meeting - from I-35 to east of FM 1460 (Sept. 28, 2017)
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 3:56:26 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170828_US 79_Public Meeting_Mayor Morgan.pdf

Mr. Hudder,
 
Please find the attached letter, which was mailed to Mayor Morgan’s office, regarding an upcoming
Public Meeting the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District will be holding on
September 28, 2017, for proposed improvements on US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460. Please feel
free to forward this letter to staff, as appropriate. Should you have any questions, concerns or need
any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin District Environmental
Supervisor at (512) 832-7168 or via email at shirley.nichols@txdot.gov. Thank you!
 

     
Keely Gray | Office Manager
Austin District
7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7005 | Email: Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
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From: Keely Gray
To: Thomas Holloway
Cc: Lorena Echeverria De Misi; Bobby Ramthun; Shirley Nichols
Subject: US 79 Public Meeting - from I-35 to east of FM 1460 (Sept. 28, 2017)
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 4:25:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170828_US 79_Public Meeting_Sen. Schwertner.pdf

Mr. Holloway,

Please find the attached letter, which was mailed to Senator Schwertner’s office, regarding an
upcoming Public Meeting the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District will be
holding on September 28, 2017, for proposed improvements on US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460.
Please feel free to forward this letter to staff, as appropriate. Should you have any questions,
concerns or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin
District Environmental Supervisor at (512) 832-7168 or via email at shirley.nichols@txdot.gov. Thank
you!

Keely Gray | Office Manager
Austin District
7901 N. IH 35, Austin, TX 78753
Phone: (512) 832-7005 | Email: Keely.Gray@txdot.gov
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Every Door Direct Mail
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Letters 

Property Owners, Stakeholders
& Generally Interested Persons
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August 31, 2017 

1900 Lakeline LLC 

12201 W Parmer Ln 

Cedar Park, TX  78613 

RE:  Open house for US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460 

Dear Property Owner: 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) invites you to attend an open house for the US 79 

project.* Potential improvements include widening the existing US 79 roadway to add a third travel 

lane in each direction, installing a raised median for safety, improving intersections, modifying 

driveways and access points to improve safety and traffic flow, and installing shared use paths. The 

open house will be held in a come and go format and will have maps, drawings and project 

information on display. Study team members will be also available to answer questions. 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

5 - 8 p.m. 

PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School 

1901 Sunrise Road 

Round Rock, TX 78664 

You are invited to attend this open house as a potentially affected property owner. If you have any 

questions or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley Nichols, Austin 

District Environmental Supervisor, at 512-832-7168 or by email at Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov. If you 

plan to attend this open house and have special communication or accommodation needs, please 

contact Hilda Ortiz, environmental specialist, at 512-832-7387 or at Hilda.Ortiz@txdot.gov no later 

than September 25, 2017 to request assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Gobert, P.E. 

Transportation Engineer, TxDOT Austin District 

cc: Bobby Ranthum, P.E., Georgetown/Williamson County Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Terry G. McCoy, P.E., District Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Shirley Nichols, District Environmental Supervisor, Austin District, TxDOT 

*The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, 

or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated December 16, 2014, and 

executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Sample Letter to Property Owners
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August 31, 2017 

AAA Alterations 

105 W Palm Valley 

Round Rock, TX  78664 

RE:  Open house for US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460 

Dear Stakeholder: 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) invites you to attend an open house for the US 79 

project.* Potential improvements include widening the existing US 79 roadway to add a third travel 

lane in each direction, installing a raised median for safety, improving intersections, modifying 

driveways and access points to improve safety and traffic flow, and installing shared use paths. The 

open house will be held in a come and go format and will have maps, drawings and project 

information on display. Study team members will be also available to answer questions. 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

5 - 8 p.m. 

PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School 

1901 Sunrise Road 

Round Rock, TX 78664 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley 

Nichols, Austin District Environmental Supervisor, at 512-832-7168 or by email at 

Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov. If you plan to attend this open house and have special communication or 

accommodation needs, please contact Hilda Ortiz, environmental specialist, at 512-832-7387 or at 

Hilda.Ortiz@txdot.gov no later than September 25, 2017 to request assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Gobert, P.E. 

Transportation Engineer, TxDOT Austin District 

cc: Bobby Ranthum, P.E., Georgetown/Williamson County Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Terry G. McCoy, P.E., District Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Shirley Nichols, District Environmental Supervisor, Austin District, TxDOT 

*The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, 

or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated December 16, 2014, and 

executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Sample Letter to Stakeholders
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P.O. Box 15426, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761-5426 | 512.832.7000 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV

OUR VALUES:  People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

OUR MISSION:  Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

September 8, 2017 

Bob Patterson 

1904 Newning Avenue 

Austin, TX  78704 

RE:  Open house for US 79 from I-35 to east of FM 1460 

Dear Mr. Patterson: 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) invites you to attend an open house for the US 79 

project.* Potential improvements include widening the existing US 79 roadway to add a third travel 

lane in each direction, installing a raised median for safety, improving intersections, modifying 

driveways and access points to improve safety and traffic flow, and installing shared use paths. The 

open house will be held in a come and go format and will have maps, drawings and project 

information on display. Study team members will be also available to answer questions. 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

5 - 8 p.m. 

PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School 

1901 Sunrise Road 

Round Rock, TX 78664 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please feel free to contact Shirley 

Nichols, Austin District Environmental Supervisor, at 512-832-7168 or by email at 

Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov. If you plan to attend this open house and have special communication or 

accommodation needs, please contact Hilda Ortiz, environmental specialist, at 512-832-7387 or at 

Hilda.Ortiz@txdot.gov no later than September 25, 2017 to request assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Gobert, P.E. 

Transportation Engineer, TxDOT Austin District 

cc: Bobby Ranthum, P.E., Georgetown/Williamson County Area Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Terry G. McCoy, P.E., District Engineer, Austin District, TxDOT 

Shirley Nichols, District Environmental Supervisor, Austin District, TxDOT 

*The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or 

have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated December 16, 2014, and 

executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Sample Letter to Generally Interested Persons
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Media Coverage
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US 79 Open House B - 41 September 28, 2017

Austin American-Statesman - 9/28/2017
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KXAN - 10/5/2017
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C. 

SIGN-IN SHEETS 



Public Sign-in Sheets
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US 79 Open House C - 2 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 3 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 4 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 5 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 6 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 7 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 8 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 9 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 10 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 11 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 12 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House C - 13 September 28, 2017
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Public Notification Methods 
Identified on Sign-in Sheets
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US 79 - How did you hear about the meeting? 
BREAKDOWN 

Item Count 

Newspaper 6 

Friend 5 

Social Media 3 

Road Sign 17 

Letter 17 

Postcard 16 

Website 6 

Other - unspecified 8 

Other - newsletter 1 

Other - email invite 2 

Other - news 1 

Other - walk in 1 

Other - wife 2 
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Staff Sign-in Sheets
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D. 

COMMENTS RECEIVED 



Written Comments 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gloria  
To: Shirley Nichols 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Fri, 13 Oct 2017 18:03:28 +0000 
Subject: Widening 79 
When widening highway 79 why not extend it Dell Diamond 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Carter, Cathey   
Sent: Wednesday, October 04, 2017 1:42 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Cc: Gary Hudder ; Eric Gobert; Garza, Thelma;  
Subject: Neighbor comments on the Highway 79 Improvement Project

To Shirley Nichols, District Environmental Supervisor

Aus�n District of TxDOT

RE Highway 79 Improvement Project in Round Rock

Hello Shirley,

Thank you for holding the informa�ve Open House last week. While I am strongly in favor of improving the traffic flow
on this sec�on of Hwy 79 I am concerned about a few of the design elements and the disrup�on of the construc�on
itself. I ask that you consider the following in addi�on to all your other requirements:

1. Pedestrian safety of students crossing at Georgetown Rd or Sunrise. Elementary students who live south of 79
normally a�end Berkman ES and elementary students who live north of 79 belong to Robertson ES, so no elementary
students should be rou�nely crossing 79 on foot. Likewise, middle school students who live south of 79 usually a�end
Fulkes MS and most of those who are north of 79 go to Hernandez MS, so again middle school students are not
expected to cross 79 at Georgetown or Sunrise every day. However, the high school a�endance zones split at I-35
instead of 79. High school students in my neighborhood are assigned to Stony Point on the opposite side of 79.

As much as I would like to believe they are each safely delivered by car or bus, the reality is that I see students
crossing 79 on foot before daylight many weekdays during the school year. Also, either Stony Point HS or Hernandez
MS has a running club whose route crosses 79.

It is impera�ve that “rules of engagement” for the construc�on project protect the already-compromised safety of
these students. In par�cular, no exis�ng illumina�on should be disconnected, no signal cycles should be shortened in
the north-south phase, and no one should store machines or materials near these two intersec�ons in a way that
blocks pedestrians wai�ng for the signal lights to switch.

2. Pedestrian safety of HEB employees and customers walking between the west edge of the parking lot and Sunrise.
There is a grass path on the north side of 79 that many customers and employees use at all hours of the day going
between the grocery and the residences along Sunrise. Based on the detailed pdf Mr. Gobert gave me it looks like the
right-of-way expansion will consume the path because the ground is unusably steep on the south side.

Can the shared use path on the north side be built and illuminated before the rest of the construc�on? This will
prevent pedestrians from having to walk through construc�on work or in traffic. If this is not possible, what is the
plan for pedestrian safety during the construc�on? Again, please do not allow equipment or materials storage to
displace pedestrians into traffic.

3. Retraining the jaywalkers who cross 79 between the apartments and the grocery store. The exis�ng intersec�on at
AW Grimes is the most pedestrian-friendly one anywhere along Hwy 79 so it is frustra�ng to see families laden with
packages and small children braving traffic to the west. I think part of the reason this happens is that the apartment
fence does not have a gate at its northeast corner.

I understand the final buildout will require all pedestrians to cross at the Grimes intersec�on. Please figure out a safe
pedestrian crossing for people to use during the construc�on itself.

4. Please design the new ligh�ng to illuminate the sidewalks as well as the roadway if the sidewalks will not have their
own illumina�on. The ligh�ng along Grimes between Hwy 79 and Seton Hospital is a pre�y good example. The
ligh�ng along Mays north of 79 is a pre�y bad example.

US 79 Open House D - 4 September 28, 2017
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5. The new plan includes a double le� turn lane onto northbound Sunrise and onto southbound Georgetown. Sunrise
has two northbound lanes and no residen�al driveways. Georgetown has just one southbound lane and many
residen�al driveways. Please reconsider this double le� lane for the sake of people who live along Georgetown and
their need to back out of their driveways. The 30 mph speed limit is posted but not observed. If it is the 2040 traffic
forecast direc�ng this decision then can’t the 2nd le� turn lane be delayed un�l 2039?

6. One of the two alterna�ves for the Mays intersec�on would displace a historic marker, a fantas�c monument tree,
and a small parking lot police use. Please choose the other alterna�ve.

I appreciate your efforts to communicate with the neighbors and to mi�gate the inconveniences associated with the
construc�on.

Thank you,

Cathey Carter

US 79 Open House D - 5 September 28, 2017
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From: Carter, Cathey 
Sent: Monday, October 09, 2017 11:53 AM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: more comments about the Hwy 79 Improvement project in Round Rock

Hello TxDOT,

Please revise the plan to provide an entrance to HEB from 79 east-bound.  Making downtown residents go through
the Grimes/79 intersec�on and then enter the parking lot from north-bound Grimes will be �me-consuming and
obnoxious.

Thank you,

Cathey Carter
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Loren 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 3:19 
PM To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: 79 

Please rethink the expansion of 79 we need it done to dell diamond it's all jammed up now. When there is a ball game
and with the new water park it will be impossible to get to church   loren & Marlene Christensen 
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From: Thomas Dove
To: Shirley Nichols
Subject: Improving Highway 79 in East Round Rock
Date: Friday, October 13, 2017 9:16:02 AM

Please consider extending the work on Highway 79 east past Dell Diamond and Kalahari, ideally all the
way to Toll 130.  Constructing only part of this project will create bottlenecks just past AW Grimes, and
make it more difficult to turn in and out of Palm Valley Lutheran Church.  Thanks for your consideration.

-- 
Tom Dove

Realtor
Mike Freeman Properties
Buy-Sell-Invest, with success!
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From: Kathy Erwin
To: Shirley Nichols
Cc: Erwin Kathy
Subject: Widening of Highway 79 Project
Date: Thursday, October 12, 2017 5:17:54 PM

Dear Ms. Nichols,
I am a member of Palm Valley Lutheran Church in Round Rock.  Concerning the
project to widen Highway 79, I’d like to encourage TX DOT to widen Highway
79 all the way to TX 130.  Doing so would directly affect accessibility to
our church, which is located along Highway 79.  Widening all the way to TX
130 would prevent bottlenecks right in front of our church entrance.  The
highway is already very busy right in front of our entrance making it
difficult at times to access our driveway.

Kathy Erwin

Sent from my iPhone
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Grant Gee  
To: Shirley Nichols <Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 12 Oct 2017 19:11:58 +0000 
Subject: Comments regarding widening of US Hwy 79 in Round Rock, TX 
Miss Nichols,

I appreciate txdot soliciting comments about the subject project.

We live in Georgetown, but still make the commute to Palm Valley Lutheran Church twice a week and do much of our
weekly shopping at the HEB on Palm Valley, near AW Grimes. We sometimes use I-35 and sometimes Toll 130. If there is
to be widening of Hwy 79, please widen it from I-35 to ease of the Toll 130 intersection.

Thank you for requesting input.

Grant & Vivian Gee    
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From: Mark Gruebmeyer
To: Shirley Nichols
Subject: 79 widening
Date: Thursday, October 12, 2017 10:32:22 PM

Hard to understand why you would NOT widen the road at least past the new water park
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---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mark Gruebmeyer 
To: Shirley Nichols <Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov>
Cc:
Bcc:
Date: Fri, 13 Oct 2017 03:28:14 +0000

Subject: 79 widening 
Hard to understand why you would NOT widen the road at least past the new water park 
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From: Rob Hutchison 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 2:16 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: Hwy 79 widening

Please consider widening Hwy 79 from I-35 all the way to continue the project all the way to Dell Diamond or toll
130. Our church member's (Palm Valley Lutheran) access would be significantly effected if the project is not
extended all the way. Thank you for making travel safer for all (young & older). Robert Hutchison 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ken Jacobson 
To: Shirley Nichols <Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Thu, 12 Oct 2017 20:26:02 +0000 
Subject: Highway 79 widening 

Please consider widening Highway 79 east of Round Rock from I-35 all the way to TX 130, or at least to Dell Diamond. 
When the new water park is built, traffic in that area will be very congested and another lane on 79 will be required.  It
would be much easier to do that now rather than later.
Thank you,
Kenneth Jacobson 
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Phone: 
  

Requested Contact Method: Email 

Reason for Contact: Customer Service 
Complaint: No 

Comment: I am the Junior Warden (aka Site/Facilities Manager) for St. Richard's Episcopal Church of Round Rock. Our
property fronts Hwy 79. We are very interested in participating in the development of the project details that affect our
parishioners, staff and the greater community. Please let me know how to get involved! Thanks. 

-----Original Message----- 
From:  
Sent: Thursday, October 05, 2017 11:08 AM 
To: AUSINFO 
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 

Name: Mr. Jeff Krech
Address: 
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From: Mildred L Krienke 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 3:10 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: Hwy 79 Widening

Please consider widening Hwy 79 further east, to SH 130.  With the planned water park and other development, it
would seem to be the most cost -effective and least disruptive to do the entire project at once.   Thank you.

Mildred L Krienke 
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From: Janette Madsen
To: Shirley Nichols
Subject: Hwy 79 Project
Date: Friday, October 13, 2017 7:54:01 AM

Please make the improvements to Hwy 79 go ALL THE WAY TO TOLL 130. Since
Kalahari will be coming soon, it only makes sense to have the road fixed all
the way from IH35 to the toll road. DO NOT STOP JUST AFTER GRIMES BLVD. Many
people will be attending the Kalahari Park from out of town  via the Toll
130 Road. Let’s plan ahead for this. Thank you for your time.

Janette Madsen

Sent from my iPhone
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-----Original Message----- 
From:  
Sent: Tuesday, October 03, 2017 12:40 PM 
To: AUSINFO 
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 

Name: Ms. Mary Martinez
Address: 
 Round Rock 
 Round Rock, TX 78664 

Phone: 

  

Requested Contact Method: Email 

Reason for Contact: Customer Service 
Complaint: No 

Comment: I prefer Alternate #1 for the 79/Mays St. Intersection. 
Less cost and less construction time. 

For the FM1460/79, leave it the way it is. 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: "Pablo A.M. Nestler"   
To: Shirley Nichols  
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Sat, 14 Oct 2017 00:09:31 +0000 
Subject: hwy 79 expansion 
Please continue the expansion of Highway 79 all the way 
to Highway 130.  It seems strange to stop before 130, 
which is becoming more popular as the best highway/toll 
road to the airport, San Antonio, etc.  Also, stopping 79 
before Dell Diamond and Walmart will cause bottlenecks 
as well.  

Thank you for considering our request. 
Pablo and Diana Nestler 

US 79 Open House D - 27 September 28, 2017



US 79 Open House D - 28 September 28, 2017



From: Nancy Rabb 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 2:22 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: widening of Highway 79

I am a member of Palm Valley Lutheran Church and am writing to you in that capacity.

It is our sincere hope that you will widen the HIGHWAY 79 all the way to the Dell Diamond at this time to keep from
having a traffic jam close to the church entrance.   Even now there is a backup of

cars at peak times right in front of the church property.  There have been accidents in this area already.

Please give thought to extending the widening of 79 all the way to the Dell Diamond where there are other plans for traffic
congestion already in the making.

Thank you.

Nancy Rabb

Nancy Rabb

Vice President

WAG-A-BAG
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Reed 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Fri, 13 Oct 2017 09:59:18 -0500 
Subject: US 79 East of Round Rock 
As a a retired employee of TxDOT (2012-25 Yrs.-ROW), I am familiar with the widening project proposed for US 79 
from Round Rock to just east of Grimes.  My question is, why not go ahead with the project all the way to SH 130.  With 
the water park on the way and the current Dell Diamond, traffic is already bad in the whole area.  I live approx. one mile 
north of 79 on CR 110, and the County project on 110 is already about 50% complete.  Moving forward with 79 all the 
way to 130 would relieve traffic congestion, as well as prevent a funnel east of Grimes that would cause problem for all 
located east of Grimes.  Just my read on the project.  I currently work as a ROW consultant on many projects including 
TxDOT projects.

Take Care,
John F. Reed
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: Gus Reichardt   

To: Shirley Nichols  

Cc:  

Bcc:  

Date: Sat, 14 Oct 2017 01:04:34 +0000 

Subject: Widening of HWY79 

Ms. Nichols, I would like to see 79 widened past Dell Diamond and Kalahari. I drive this way home everyday 

and during the Baseball season it takes me up to 25 minutes to get past Dell Diamond where normally it takes 

only 10 to 15 minutes to Red Bud lane where I live. The logical termination point of this work would be 130 

though I know budget constraints will dictate. Thanks for taking this input. 

Henry G Reichardt 
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-----Original Message----- 
From:  
Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2017 1:47 PM 
To: AUSINFO 
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail 

Name: Ms. Joann Riley > 
Address: 
 78664 

Phone: 
  

Requested Contact Method: Email 

Reason for Contact: Customer Service 
Complaint: No 

Comment: ATTN:79 Project 
This is a comment. Regarding Alternate 2, although the Mays St proposed 
changes look great, the I35 changes are a disaster. I feel they would be 
highly unsafe.  Please do not do this. I love the Alternate 1 changes to 
1460. If it were possible to take care of 1460 and Mays St, that would be 
tremendous.  Please consider it. Thank you 
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From:
To: Shirley Nichols
Subject: TxDOT Notice - Widening of Hwy. 79
Date: Friday, October 13, 2017 8:58:28 AM

Hello. I am writing on behalf of Palm Valley Lutheran Church. I have been notified of the construction
that will take place on Hwy 79. The concern of the church is that if this is not extended down to the
Dell Diamond, the volume of traffic will cause a bottleneck Please consider this update/change to
the new roads.

Thank you,
Jennifer Risinger
Member – PVLC
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-----Original Message-----
From: Rohrer,Mary L 
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2017 8:55 AM
To: Hilda Ortiz; Eric Gobert
Cc: O'Brien,Jared; Rohrer,Mary L
Subject: Comments: US 79 Project from IH35 to FM 1460

Hilda and Eric
Thank you for meeting with me and Jared on September 20 and discussing the
proposed US 79 Project improvements.

As discussed it is important for HEB to have inbound access to our
westerly driveway from the main lanes of US 79.  The schematics shown
indicates right turn out only. Our HEB store and shopping center
operations requires inbound movements as well.

Thank you for your consideration

Thanks,
Mary Rohrer
HEB Real Estate
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From: Stacey Ryza
To: Shirley Nichols
Subject: 79 expansion
Date: Thursday, October 12, 2017 7:46:50 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am writing this in concern of the ongoing issues with traffic I battle
on a daily basis both to and from work on Hwy 79.  WhenI received an email
from my church, Palm Valley Lutheran, which is also located on Hwy 79, I
was excited to email my support of this expansion. As I live in Hutto, I
strongly urge and implore you to please consider expanding all the way to
the 130 toll. This will alleviate so much traffic flow in both directions.
Thank you for taking the time to hear my opinion.

Sincerely,

Stacey Ryza

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Gwen Santiago
To: Shirley Nichols
Subject: Widening Hwy. 79
Date: Friday, October 13, 2017 10:28:04 AM

Ms. Nichols:

I encourage consideration of a proposal to widen Hwy. 79 from Round Rock east to Hwy 130.

Gwendolyn W. Santiago
Member
Palm Valley Lutheran Church
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From: Crystal Smith Shanklin
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 2:06 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: widening highway 79

Hello,

I am a member of Palm Valley Church on highway 79 and I hear that there is a proposal to widen the
road from highway 35 all the way down to a gas station near our church.  I know a lot of thought and
planning goes into making these decisions and I know it will make commuting easier for everyone.  My
question though, why is the widening project ending at the gas station and not continuing on down
past the Dell Diamond?  If you will already have crews on site, if the funds are available, why would the
project not continue further down the road where the new waterpark will be shortly?  I know the wider
road will help directly in front of our church, but then wont traffic just get backed up if the road
widening doesn't continue all the way down 79?  Thank you for your time, Crystal Smith-Shanklin, cell

Crystal Smith-Shanklin  
Farmers Insurance  

 
  

  

  
http://www.farmersagent.com/csmith9 

This e-mail message and any documents accompanying this transmission may contain confidential information and are
intended solely for the addressee (s) named above. If you are not the intended addressee/recipient, any use of,
disclosure, copying, distribution, or reliance on the contents of this e-mail information is strictly prohibited. Please reply to
the sender advising of the error in transmission and immediately delete/destroy the message and any accompanying
documents.

Farmers Group, Inc. and its subsidiaries and affiliates, including Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC, reserve the right to
monitor and review the content of all e-mail communications and attachments sent or received by or from this address
and to retain them in accordance with the applicable regulatory requirements. Securities are offered through Farmers
Financial Solutions, LLC, 30801 Agoura Road, Building 1, Agoura Hills, California 91301. Member FINRA & SIPC.
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Charlene Smola 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2017 2:40 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: Highway 79 

Dear Ms. Nichols: 

This email is regarding the highway 79 project in Round Rock. Due to the already large volume of traffic congestion
between on Highway 79 from IH 35 through Red Bud, please consider the 79 expansion of adding an additional lane or
an overpass. 

Greatly appreciate your “forward thinking” of building roads which accommodate future growth. 

Austin Texas, is a fine example of extremely POOR planning. 

Thank you, 
Charlene Smola 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Liza Moore 
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2017 4:29 PM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: St. Richard's Episcopal Church - US 79 Project 

Good afternoon Shirley, 

i hope this email finds you well. The attached letter is in regard to our 
concerns for the US 79 Project and the safety of our Preschool and Church 
Families. I appreciate your time in the matter. 

Sincerely, 

Liza Moore 
Parish Administrator 
St. Richard’s Episcopal Church 

 
 

St. Richard's Episcopal Church - US 79 Project.pdf 
395K
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From: tedv82 . 
Sent: Saturday, September 16, 2017 4:13 PM 
To: Hilda Ortiz 
Subject: US 79 open house and plans

Hi Hilda,

If you are setting up a mailing list for updates on the US 79 improvements, please include me. If a website is set up to
post updates, please provide the link. 

Thanks,

Ted Vanderlaan
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the church entrance will lead to a tragic accident. Understand this will increase taxpayer cost, but extending the
widened roadway is health/safety beneficial. 

Thank you,
George 

--  
George Warriner

 
 

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: George Warriner 
To: Shirley Nichols <Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov> 
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Fri, 13 Oct 2017 09:49:53 -0500 
Subject: Widening Highway 79 from I-35 Round Rock Texas 
Dear Ms. Nichols;

For safety, I encourage TxDOT to widen the subject road from I35 to the 130 Tollway entrance/exit.

As an active member of Palm Valley Lutheran Church, located at 2500 E. Palm Valley Rd (Rout 79), Presently, traffic
conditions are becoming congested now for the church ingress and egress crossing the highway. This includes most
days...not just Sunday AM. Many older drivers also use during the week. Projected growth is high with the announced
water park. Because of heavy traffic experienced currently, I fear impatience with the difficulty in crossing into or out of
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From: Herb Wolff 
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2017 7:26 AM 
To: Shirley Nichols 
Subject: Widening of US79 

Dear Ms. Nichols—As a 40+ resident of Round Rock, I have seen tremendous growth in the city.  It seems that  
   infrastructure, highways and streets in particular, never keep up with population 
   growth.  Congestion on Highway 79 is horrendous and will continue to get worse. 
   The City of Hutto is growing at a tremendous rate and will continue to increase in  
   Population. I strongly suggest that US Highway 79 be widened from Round Rock to 
   Hutto. 

 Herb Wolff 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Pat Wolff 
To: Shirley Nichols   
Cc:  
Bcc:  
Date: Fri, 13 Oct 2017 19:45:39 +0000 
Subject: Widening of US 79 
Dear Ms. Nichols, 

US Highway 79 becomes more congested each and every day for those of us who live in the 
area.  First, I suggest to help the flow of traffic from I-35 to Hutto, work with the City of Round 
Rock to shorten the time for cars to go through the Round Rock stop lights. 

Second, I suggest TxDOT widen US 79 beyond the Kalahari Resort site and Dell Diamond 
coming west to Round Rock from toll Road 130  instead of coming east from I-35. 

I realize none of this will happen in my lifetime due to lack of money.  What’s new? 

Pat Wolff 
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Phone Comment
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On Mon, Oct 16, 2017 at 7:51 AM Hilda Ortiz <Hilda.Ortiz@txdot.gov> wrote:

Mitzi, 

I received a phone call last Friday (10-13-2017) from Sheila Smith.  She could not email/mail her 
comment because she   

“She is favor of extending the US 79 project to SH 130, at least past the waterpark project”. The area is 
too congested with traffic” 

Thanks, 

Hilda Ortiz | Environmental Specialist 
Austin District 
7901 N IH 35, Austin, Texas 78753 
Phone: (512) 832-7387 |  Email: hilda.ortiz@txdot.gov 
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Handouts 
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(optional contact information) 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): Check each of the following boxes that apply to you: 

 I am employed by TxDOT
 I do business with TxDOT
 I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Comments: 

Comments may be submitted at this open house, mailed to Shirley Nichols, District Environmental Supervisor, TxDOT Austin 
District, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426, faxed to (512) 832-7157 (Attn: Shirley Nichols, District Environmental 
Supervisor), submitted by email to Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov or by visiting TxDOT website at www.txdot.gov and entering “US 79” 
in the search area. Please submit comment by Oct. 13, 2017. 

This form may be used to provide written comments on this project. Any questions placed on this form will not be considered an 
open records request and will not be treated as such. If you wish to submit an open records request, please do so separately. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are 
being, or have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a memorandum of understanding dated December 
16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

US 79 Open House 
Sept. 28, 2017 

PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School  
1901 Sunrise Rd. Round Rock, TX 78664 

COMMENT 
FORM 
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TxDOT Austin District 

P.O. Box 15426 

Austin, Texas 78761-5426 

Attn: Shirley Nichols

Fold here 

Fold here 

Stamp 
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(Información de contacto opcional) 

Nombre: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dirección: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Código de Transporte de Texas, §201.811(a)(5)): Marque cada uno de los siguientes que apliquen a usted: 
 Yo soy empleado de TxDOT 

 Yo conduzco negocios con TxDOT 

 Yo podría beneficiarme monetariamente del proyecto u otro elemento del cual estoy dando mi comentario 

Comentarios:      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comentarios pueden presentarse en esta casa abierta, enviado por correo a Shirley Nichols, Supervisor de medio ambiente del 

distrito, Distrito de Austin de TxDOT, P.O. Box 15426, Austin, Texas 78761-5426, enviado por fax a (512) 832-7157 (Attn: 

Shirley Nichols, Supervisor de medio ambiente del distrito), Enviado por correo electrónico a Shirley.Nichols@txdot.gov o visitar 

el sitio web de TxDOT en www.txdot.gov e introduciendo "US 79" en el área de búsqueda.  Por favor enviar comentario antes del 

13 de octubre de 2017.  

Este formulario puede utilizarse para proporcionar comentarios escritos en este proyecto. Cualquier pregunta en este 

formulario no se considerará como una solicitud de registros abiertos y no sera tratada como tal. Si usted desea presentar una 

solicitud de registros abiertos, por favor hágalo por separado. 

El estudio ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para este proyecto 

están siendo, o han sido llevadas a cabo por TxDOT conforme a 23 U.S.C. 327 y un memorando de entendimiento fechado el 

16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT. 

US 79 Sesión Abierta 
septiembre de 2017 

PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School  

1901 Sunrise Rd. Round Rock, TX 78664 

FORMULARIO DE 

COMENTARIOS  
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TxDOT Austin District 

P.O. Box 15426 

Austin, Texas 78761-5426 

Attn: Shirley Nichols 

Doblar aqui 

Doblar aqui 

 

Estampilla 
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WHY IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Austin District is proposing improvements to US 79 from 
I-35 to east of FM 1460 in Williamson County, Texas. According to the Williamson County Long Range 
Transportation Plan’s population forecast, growth in Williamson County is expected to increase by 135 
percent between 2008 and 2035. The population growth around US 79 is projected to greatly increase, and 
the city of Round Rock and Williamson County are experiencing heightened development pressures. The 
development along this segment of US 79 is largely a mix of commercial and residential use, but there are 
currently no dedicated bicycle facilities and only a few segments of sidewalk that do not provide a 
continuous route along the corridor. The proposed project is needed to accommodate existing and projected 
traffic volumes and to improve safety and mobility. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Potential improvements include widening the existing US 79 roadway to add a third travel lane in each direction, 
installing a raised median for safety, improving intersections, and modifying driveways and access points to 
improve safety and traffic flow. Options for intersection improvements include overpasses at US 79/Mays St. and 
US 79/FM 1460, alterations to the US 79/I-35 intersection, and dual left turn lanes to Sunrise Rd. and south-
bound Georgetown St. Shared-use paths on both sides of US 79 are being considered to provide improved 
pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. This project would be developed, in part, with federal funds and is 
subject to compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Pursuant to the 2014 Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT, TxDOT has authority over approval of 
this project.*

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE**

Contact Information:
Diann Hodges
(512) 832-7027

Austin District Office 
7901 N I-35 

Austin, TX 78753 

September 2017

**timeline contingent on environmental clearance and funding

US 79 (from I-35 to east of FM 1460)

*The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required 
by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or 
have been carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
memorandum of understanding dated December 16, 2014, and 
executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Construction
Right-of-Way
Acquisition

Utility
Relocation

Environmental
Studies
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