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IH-10 Public Hearing (February 20, 2020) Comment and Response Matrix

Commenter No.
Commenter First 

Name
Commenter Last Name Date Received Source Comment Topic Comment Response

1 Myra Alexander 2/28/2020 Mail
Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 

bridges
I do not support closing the frontage road at Adam's Bayou. The u turn is fine, but that will flood after a hard long rain. Getting on the interstate, then jumping off is too stressful. We should have an 
easy on easy off lane like the 62 exit if the feeder is closed. Lots of people use the feeder everyday including school buses.

Comments noted regarding preference to not remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and acceptability to leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.  Based on public feedback 
received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in 
place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included 
stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage 
roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.
Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Due to vertical clearance restrictions between the 
mainlane bridge superstructures and the existing U-turns, the existing U-turns cannot be raised to an elevation to prevent them from flooding/overtopping during significant storm events.  The U-
turns are proposed to be reconstructed with new pavement at the approximate same elevation and configuration as the existing U-turns to maintain the approximate same vertical clearance between 
the mainlane bridge superstructures and the U-turns.
The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane bridges at Adams 
Bayou.  This configuration is in compliance with current design standards and was evaluated to ensure acceptable levels of operational and safety performance.

3/5/2020 E-mail
Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 

bridges
This comment is for the work being planned in Orange, Texas.  My sister's and I have property near the Adams Bayou service road bridges.  I believe the present service road bridges should be 
replaced with higher bridges in the same location.  This would be better for development, safety, and traffic flow. 

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage 
roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing 
frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The 
evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the 
public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.
The proposed roadway configuration includes relocating to the east the existing eastbound entrance ramp west of Adams Bayou and relocating to the west the existing westbound entrance ramp east 
of Adams Bayou, in compliance with current design standards, to provide improved access from adjacent properties to the mainlanes.

2/20/2020 Verbal
Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 

bridges

I'm Fred Avant.  I live in West Orange, but I have property -- me and my family have property in Pinehurst along the service road on the southwest ... quadrant, I should say, by the Adams Bayou 
bridges, and I'd sure like to see something done with those bridges.  I felt like they need to be removed, and I think they need to be replaced with something higher for access to the area around there. 
We're going to have a personal benefit for me and my family because we've got the property there that's going to affect it, but we'll have to worry about the safety.  When you've got a U-turn there, 
you're going to have somebody -- I guarantee you -- that's going to be down that service road heading back to Louisiana or wherever they are going on Friday night and they're going to end up in the 
bayou.  It's happened many times before.  I think we'd be doing a lot better by replacing those bridges and raising them up.  That'll give us access to the emergency vehicles.  It'd just be a lot 
smoother than everybody trying to get up on the main highway and then getting right back off.  And there's no access to my property when the turnarounds are flooded, but if you had a higher bridge, 
it would help us out. 

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage 
roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing 
frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The 
evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the 
public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.
The proposed roadway configuration includes relocating to the east the existing eastbound entrance ramp west of Adams Bayou and relocating to the west the existing westbound entrance ramp east 
of Adams Bayou, in compliance with current design standards, to provide improved access from adjacent properties to the mainlanes.
The proposed roadway configuration has been endorsed by a considerable majority of emergency service providers who provided feedback at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 
and at the public hearing held on February 20, 2020.
The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane bridges at Adams 
Bayou.  This configuration is in compliance with current design standards and was evaluated to ensure acceptable levels of operational and safety performance.
To help ensure the safety of the traveling public along the frontage roads and U-turns, the proposed facilities will include signing, pavement markings, delineation and flood gauge assemblies in 
compliance with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  In addition, continuous highway illumination, including high mast illumination in the vicinity of Adams Bayou, will be 
provided throughout the project limits to improve visibility for the traveling public.

Replacement of Adams Bayou Bridge Two items - 1. Replacement at Adams Bayou bridge to span the bayou with no supports in the bayou - impede flow of water and eliminating debris. 

Comment noted regarding preference to remove bridge columns from the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou 
are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage road bridges with no bridge columns in the main channel of Adams Bayou.  
Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams 
Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various 
potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes 
removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.  TxDOT performed a drainage study to determine the implications of the widening of 
the existing mainlane bridges and the removal of the frontage road bridges at Adams Bayou.  The results of that drainage study for the described proposed conditions indicate a moderate lowering of 
the design year water surface elevation in the vicinity of IH 10 which lowers the flooding potential for adjacent properties.  Further, removal of the frontage road bridges will lower the potential for 
debris capture within the Adams Bayou main channel.

Lighting 2. Lighting on intrastate within city limits - I did not see any lighting along the interstate to improve visibility at night and to help make statement about entrance to Texas from the east. 
As indicated by notes on the schematic presented at the public hearing held on February 20, 2020, continuous highway illumination will be provided throughout the project limits to improve 
visibility for the traveling public.  High mast illumination will be provided west of Little Cypress Bayou.  Conventional/low mast illumination will be provided east of Little Cypress Bayou within 
the environmentally sensitive Sabine River floodplain.

2 Fred Avant 

3 2/28/2020 MailJohn Backer
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Support for project The expansion of lanes is good for local business and should improve motor safety. The removal of the damlike Lutcher Drive bridges will help drainage. Comment noted regarding support of the proposed project.

Replacement of Adams Bayou Bridge 
However the weak part of the project is retaining the old I-10 Bridge over Adams Bayou. This means more flow-blocking pilings in the channel. The concrete deck supports show rebar corrosion an 
ominous sign of a future failure of the bridge. We need a piling free, elevated design like at Cow Bayou. This would allow elevated turnarounds and less chance of a motorist drowning there. 

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou resulting in no bridge columns within the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Due to 
their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the 
mainlane bridges with no bridge columns in the main channel of Adams Bayou.  The existing mainlane bridges are inspected on a biennial basis to help ensure the structural integrity of the bridges.  
These bridge inspections have noted incidences of minor exposure of existing reinforcing steel but such conditions do not indicate structural inadequacy of the existing bridges.  In accordance with 
State and Federal policy, the existing bridges will continue to be inspected on a biennial basis and any remedial actions will be addressed as needed.
Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation and to reconstruct the frontage road bridges with no columns in the 
main channel of Adams Bayou.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting 
held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT 
evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, 
operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and 
leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.
Due to vertical clearance restrictions between the existing mainlane bridge superstructures and the U-turns, the U-turns cannot be raised to an elevation to prevent them from flooding/overtopping 
during significant storm events.  To help ensure the safety of the traveling public along the frontage roads and U-turns, the proposed facilities will include signing, pavement markings, delineation 
and flood gauge assemblies in compliance with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  In addition, continuous highway illumination, including high mast illumination in the vicinity 
of Adams Bayou, will be provided throughout the project limits to improve visibility for the traveling public.

5 Paul Bulch 2/20/2020 Written Support for project Excited about the progress Comment noted regarding support of the proposed project.

6 Billie Burns 2/23/2020 E-mail
Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 

bridges

I was unable to attend the meeting Thursday eve.  Thank you though for having them.
I can not learn from any one what the decision is on the bridges on the I-10 service roads across Adams Bayou -both east and west.  It is hoped that maybe they can be rebuilt at a higher level and 
retained.  I use these roads regularly and there is a lot of traffic on them.
I have heard people say that they would not get on I-10 if the service road no longer was open - that they would take the longer route through neighborhoods to get to 16th street.  That is not a good 
idea.  It would cause loss of business for those Located along 16th Street and I-10 as well.  Please, please do all that you can to Keep these service roads between the railroad tracks and 16th Street.
I noticed that the trash has been collected along the east bound service road.
Thank you for that.  It had become a very bad sight.
Another thing that needs to be addressed is on the west bound service road When approaching MLK, there needs to be arrows at MLK telling the right hand lane they can only turn right or go 
straight.  New comers naturally think both left and right lanes can  turn left since there is a double lane under I-10, but that is not the case.
Please, please paint some directional arrows here.  We have been told that the computer shows that arrows are there, but they are not.

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage 
roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing 
frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The 
evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the 
public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.
The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane bridges at Adams 
Bayou.  This configuration is in compliance with current design standards and was evaluated to ensure acceptable levels of operational and safety performance.
Comment noted regarding removal of trash along the eastbound frontage road.
Comment noted regarding westbound frontage road approach to MLK Drive.  Stated location is not within the project limits therefore project is not programmed to address this issue.

Support for project
First of all, I want to thank -- well, I'm Brad Childs.  I'm District 2 council person, City of Orange, and Mr. Jack, I'd like to thank you and your staff for bringing this beautiful freeway through 
Orange; much needed, much necessary. 

Comment noted regarding support of the proposed project.

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou resulting in no bridge columns within the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Due to 
their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the 
mainlane bridges with no bridge columns in the main channel of Adams Bayou.
Due to vertical clearance restrictions between the existing mainlane bridge superstructures and the U-turns, the U-turns cannot be raised to an elevation to prevent them from flooding/overtopping 
during significant storm events.  To help ensure the safety of the traveling public along the frontage roads and U-turns, the proposed facilities will include signing, pavement markings, delineation 
and flood gauge assemblies in compliance with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  In addition, continuous highway illumination, including high mast illumination in the vicinity 
of Adams Bayou, will be provided throughout the project limits to improve visibility for the traveling public.
The proposed roadway configuration has been endorsed by a considerable majority of emergency service providers who provided feedback at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 
and at the public hearing held on February 20, 2020.
The existing mainlane bridges are inspected on a biennial basis to help ensure the structural integrity of the bridges.  These bridge inspections have noted incidences of minor exposure of existing 
reinforcing steel but such conditions do not indicate structural inadequacy of the existing bridges.  In accordance with State and Federal policy, the existing bridges will continue to be inspected on a 
biennial basis and any remedial actions will be addressed as needed.
The mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou were originally constructed in 1961 and were widened once in 1995.  Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams 
Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened in order to provide the most economical, safe solution.

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation and to reconstruct the frontage road bridges with no columns in the 
main channel of Adams Bayou.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads at a higher elevation and with no columns within the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Based 
on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and 
leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential 
alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the 
existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.

8 Winnie Dennis 2/20/2020 Written
Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 

bridges
Object to the removal of the feeder road bridge over Adams Bayou those bridge can be elevated to another 15 - 20 ft its very accessible to current traffic for community cities (Pinehurst, Orange, 
Vidor, etc.) I lived in this area or nearly 50 years and again and reject the removal of feeder service road bridge. You will be doing a great disservice to our city.

TxDOT performed a drainage study to determine the implications of the widening of the existing mainlane bridges and the removal of the frontage road bridges at Adams Bayou.  The results of that 
drainage study for the described proposed conditions indicate a moderate lowering of the design year water surface elevation in the vicinity of IH 10 which lowers the flooding potential for adjacent 
properties.  The mainlane bridges will be widened with interior bent columns placed in line with existing bent columns therefore the potential for debris capture for the mainlane bridges will remain 
unchanged.  Further, removal of the frontage road bridges will lower the potential for debris capture within the Adams Bayou main channel.

9 Paul Durerson 2/20/2020 Written Safety
Exit 878/Station 303+00 - This exit currently has a dip & "ramp" that have caused vehicles to lose control by launching and leaving the payment. Other times the dip has held water which causes 
vehicles to hydroplane and lose control. This exit needs to be revisited for exit angle and elevation.

Comment noted regarding condition of existing westbound exit ramp to BU 90.  The condition of this existing exit ramp is associated with the on-going construction of project CSJ 0028-14-109 and 
is not associated with the improvements proposed for the subject project CSJ 0028-14-091 therefore the subject project is not programmed to address this issue.  However, project CSJ 0028-14-109 
will reconstruct this westbound exit ramp in compliance with current design standards which will eliminate the cited conditions.

10 Caroline Hennigan 2/20/2020 Written Elevation of Turn-a-Round My concern is that the turn-a-round lanes flood in the heavy rain - often - and I don't see anything in your plans to elevate those lanes.

Comment noted regarding flooding/overtopping of the existing U-turns at Adams Bayou during significant rain events.  Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at 
Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Due to vertical clearance restrictions between the mainlane bridge superstructures and the existing U-turns, the existing U-turns 
cannot be raised to an elevation to prevent them from flooding/overtopping during significant storm events.  The U-turns are proposed to be reconstructed with new pavement at the approximate 
same elevation and configuration as the existing U-turns to maintain the approximate same vertical clearance between the mainlane bridge superstructures and the U-turns.
To help ensure the safety of the traveling public along the frontage roads and U-turns, the proposed facilities will include signing, pavement markings, delineation and flood gauge assemblies in 
compliance with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  In addition, continuous highway illumination, including high mast illumination in the vicinity of Adams Bayou, will be 
provided throughout the project limits to improve visibility for the traveling public.

 I do have a concern about Adams Bayou bridge.  You and I have known each other for about 2-1/2 years now, and I disagree with the design of the Adams Bayou bridge.  I have pictures here 
showing what y'all have established on the Cow Bayou bridge.  You've taken all the cones out of the water.  You've raised the turnarounds of the Cow Bayou bridge probably to about 12-foot 

elevation out of the water.  If you leave Adams Bayou bridge the way it is now, you turnarounds will go under water with six inches of rain, and our first responders can't pass through that, unless 
they're in a pickup truck.  I've got pictures here to leave with your office, and would like y'all to consider possibly going into the slush fund or contingency fund for rebuilding the bridge properly.  

We even have pictures of exposed rebar on the main span of Interstate 10 at Adams Bayou bridge. That's about all I've got.  I really wish y'all would reconsider doing this.  I don't speak on behalf of 
the City of Orange staff.  I speak on behalf of the citizens I represent, and we would like that bridge rebuilt properly, not just added onto.  In your diagram, the second picture down here, that bridge 

has been added on to several times already, and then you're going to add on to it again?  On the second drawing right here, you can see one little section that's probably only eight feet wide that 
you've added on to. That adds 28 columns into the waterway of Adams Bayou. If you go to Cow Bayou, there are no columns in the water at Cow Bayou, and we are getting snags when it rains.  We 

have pictures of them.  I think Mr. Trahan has pictures of snags catching on columns in the water, and -- we do appreciate you taking out the feeder road bridge.  We figure that is a run batted in, 
but a home run would be to rebuild the old bridge.  Thank you.

Replacement of Adams Bayou Bridge 

Verbal2/20/2020Childs 

Robert Baptista 2/24/2020 Mail

Brad7

4
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Noise The elevated roadways lead to an increase in highway generated noise at my home. Please consider a highway surface that reduces noise. 

Comment noted regarding highway noise generated from elevated highway in the vicinity of 4428 Memorial Drive, Orange, TX.  Any highway noise generated from elevated highway conditions 
would be associated with project CSJ 0028-14-109 and would not be associated with the improvements proposed for the subject project CSJ 0028-14-091 therefore the subject project is not 
programmed to address this issue.  The proposed mainlane vertical alignment for project CSJ 0028-14-091 will not raise the mainlane pavement in the vicinity of 4428 Memorial Drive, Orange, TX 
above existing conditions.

Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 
bridges

I'm very pleased that the low water bridges across Adams Bayou are being eliminated. I continue to believe that eliminating bridge pylon supports would reduce flooding potential on north side of IH 
10.

Comment noted regarding acceptability to remove the frontage road bridges across Adams Bayou.
Comment noted regarding preference to remove bridge columns from the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou 
are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage road bridges with no bridge columns in the main channel of Adams Bayou.  
Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams 
Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various 
potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes 
removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.  TxDOT performed a drainage study to determine the implications of the widening of 
the existing mainlane bridges and the removal of the frontage road bridges at Adams Bayou.  The results of that drainage study for the described proposed conditions indicate a moderate lowering of 
the design year water surface elevation in the vicinity of IH 10 which lowers the flooding potential for adjacent properties.

12 Mary Mckenna 2/20/2020 Written
Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 

bridges
Alleviating the slow of water at Adams Bayou access road will be a major accomplishment for our community as will the widening of the freeway. Comment noted regarding support of the proposed project.

Texas Travel Information Center 
Entrance

The visitor center - be sure entry lane into westbound traffic is straighter and much longer. 

Comment noted regarding preferred configuration for proposed westbound entrance ramp from the Travel Information Center.  The proposed westbound entrance ramp from the Travel Information 
Center will be designed to comply with current design standards which will somewhat increase the radius of the horizontal curve for the entrance ramp where it ties into the westbound mainlanes 
and also significantly increase the length of the ramp acceleration lane beyond that of the existing entrance ramp configuration.  The horizontal alignment of the entrance ramp west of the location of 
where it ties into the westbound mainlanes will be parallel to the highway centerline.

Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 
bridges

Frontage roads at Adams Bayou - These frontage roads give local access to neighborhoods and businesses. They are important east, west roads in Orange. When the interstate slows and backs up 
because of accidents, construction, or excess traffic the frontage roads provide a way for residents and travelers to exit and find alternate routes. 

Comment noted regarding preference to not remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 
indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential 
alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety 
parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place 
at Adams Bayou.  The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane 
bridges at Adams Bayou which will improve operational performance, including during incident management.  The proposed roadway configuration includes relocating to the east the existing 
eastbound entrance ramp west of Adams Bayou and relocating to the west the existing westbound entrance ramp east of Adams Bayou, in compliance with current design standards, to provide 
improved access from adjacent properties to the mainlanes.

Replacement of Adams Bayou Bridge 
The Adams Bayou Bridges need to be torn out or replaced like Cow Bayou with no pilings put down in the water, flood zone. This will be more expensive, but will prove to be valuable in the future. 
It will serve the community. The turn-arounds need to be maintained too - possibly raised because they flood. I think you should have had city input a long time ago. This short time does not allow 
time to inform the community - so you do not get feedback. 

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation and to reconstruct the frontage road bridges with no columns in the 
main channel of Adams Bayou.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting 
held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT 
evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, 
operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and 
leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.
Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Due to vertical clearance restrictions between the 
mainlane bridge superstructures and the existing U-turns, the existing U-turns cannot be raised to an elevation to prevent them from flooding/overtopping during significant storm events.  The U-
turns are proposed to be reconstructed with new pavement at the approximate same elevation and configuration as the existing U-turns to maintain the approximate same vertical clearance between 
the mainlane bridge superstructures and the U-turns.
Comment noted regarding input from City of Orange staff and other stakeholders.  TxDOT has performed extensive coordination with City of Orange staff for a period of over 1-1/2 years and has 
addressed and incorporated their input where feasible into the project development process for this project.  Stakeholder input was solicited in the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 
and input received from stakeholders has been addressed and incorporated where feasible into the project development process for this project.  Public involvement for this project has been 
performed in accordance with State and Federal policy.

Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 
bridges

I'm Sharon Odegar, and I've lived in the Little Cypress area for about 52 years, and I've seen lots of water, and I do agree with Councilman Childs about the Adams Bayou bridge.  I think that bridge 
can be built without any pilings in the bayou.  The frontage road bridges, I feel, need to be raised, but I feel that they -- those drainage roads are very important for east-west traffic in this county, 
and I would hate to see those bridges cut off with no access; and, yes, I realize you can make an extra lane on the bridge, and people can get onto the interstate and go across, and then get on, but 
that adds another bunch of other little slow old ladies like me driving across the bridge when they can just tiddle down the frontage road.  I'm not speaking for just old people.  It's just those are 
important back-and-forth roads. 

Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou resulting in no bridge columns within the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Due to 
their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the 
mainlane bridges with no bridge columns in the main channel of Adams Bayou.
Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage 
roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing 
frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The 
evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the 
public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.  The proposed roadway configuration includes relocating 
to the east the existing eastbound entrance ramp west of Adams Bayou and relocating to the west the existing westbound entrance ramp east of Adams Bayou, in compliance with current design 
standards, to provide improved access from adjacent properties to the mainlanes.  The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction 
between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou.  This configuration is in compliance with current design standards and was evaluated to ensure acceptable 
levels of operational and safety performance.
TxDOT performed a drainage study to determine the implications of the widening of the existing mainlane bridges and the removal of the frontage road bridges at Adams Bayou.  The results of that 
drainage study for the described proposed conditions indicate a moderate lowering of the design year water surface elevation in the vicinity of IH 10 which lowers the flooding potential for adjacent 
properties.

Texas Travel Information Center 
Entrance

 The other thing is a concern over the entry ramp onto the westbound highway coming out of the visitors center parking lot.  There are lots of big trucks that come off of there, and, believe me, that is 
the most hazardous entry ramp that I can think of, because it's very hard for them to come out of that little curvy thing and get up on that highway and get moving, and I think that they're short 
changing the entry ramp.  I know, on paper and when you calculate it, it sounds really good, and it measures up, but when you get into reality and people are coming off of there, and there is a little 
jog, it is -- it takes them quite a while to get going, and I've seen a lot of near-misses there, so I would say you might look into the extending that acceleration lane, possibly.  Thanks, very much.

Comment noted regarding preferred configuration for proposed westbound entrance ramp from the Travel Information Center.  The proposed westbound entrance ramp from the Travel Information 
Center will be designed to comply with current design standards which will somewhat increase the radius of the horizontal curve for the entrance ramp where it ties into the westbound mainlanes 
and also significantly increase the length of the ramp acceleration lane beyond that of the existing entrance ramp configuration.

14 Ruby Randle 2/20/2020 Written Support for project Commenter checked the box on the Comment Form indicating that they are undecided if they support proposed project. Comment noted.

Written

2/20/2020 Verbal

13

11

Mail

 OdegarSharon

Donald Johnson 2/20/2020



IH-10 Public Hearing (February 20, 2020) Comment and Response Matrix

Public Hearing
My husband and I attended the meeting last night in Orange, TX. What a brilliant set-up. Having employees stationed at each table to answer questions was perfect. And those maps were super 
impressive. Thank you so much for your efforts. I really appreciate it. I have some concerns and suggestions. Comments noted.

Signage

 1.I live in the neighborhood right off the westbound feeder road, just west of Adams Bayou. The name of the street I am going to talk about is called Tejas Pkwy. It's the entrance to my 
neighborhood. There are seven homes in our neighborhood but only six of them are occupied. There are others who live at the Spindletop Mental Health Studios too...maybe 7 to 9 full-time 
residents. At the very end of Tejas Pkwy is a wine bar where folks come to drink and socialize. My concern is that as folks are exiting our neighborhood they stop at a stop sign at the feeder road and 
there is currently no signage telling the driver "Right turn ONLY" or more importantly, "No left turn!" There needs to be a sign telling drivers that they cannot turn left. If they do turn left, well, they 
could very possibly be killed by the traffic coming swiftly off of I-10 at the exit ramp that is right there, just feet away. A lot of the wine bar's customers are from out of town, tourist visitors who 
may not be familiar with the fact that the feeder road is one way. I am suggesting signage be placed on the feeder road, facing North, communicating to drivers who are exiting Tejas Pkwy, that they 
cannot make a left hand turn.

Comment noted regarding suggested "right turn only" regulatory signage at the intersection of Tejas Parkway and the westbound frontage road.  The subject project CSJ 0028-14-091 is 
programmed to only improve mainlane capacity and address impacts to existing entrance and exit ramps affected by the proposed mainlane improvements.  Project CSJ 0028-14-109 includes 
various improvements to the frontage roads within the project limits and may address this concern regarding signage, which would be designed in accordance with the Texas Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices, at this particular intersection.

Signage

 2.On the same topic, I highly suggest this same type of signage be placed at every single exit from every single street and every single parking lot that dumps out onto the feeder roads. Before I 
moved to Orange TX from Central Florida, I stayed the night at the Hampton Inn that's located on the feeder road in Orange. The next morning, when I went to exit, I turned left to head back in the 
direction that I had come from when I exited I-10 the night before. It made sense to me to head back in the same direction to get back to the highway. Bad decision on this visitor's part. I heard plenty 
of honking horns. There should be better communication with visitors, plain and simple. I rely heavily on signage on a day to day basis whether I'm on the road or in the grocery store. I rely on signs 
to direct me properly. At the time, there was no signage telling me that I could not turn left while exiting the hotel onto the feeder road

Comment noted regarding suggested "right turn only" regulatory signage at all access points to the frontage roads within the project limits.  The subject project CSJ 0028-14-091 is programmed to 
only improve mainlane capacity and address impacts to existing entrance and exit ramps affected by the proposed mainlane improvements.  Project CSJ 0028-14-109 includes various improvements 
to the frontage roads within the project limits and may address this concern regarding signage, which would be designed in accordance with the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 
at the access points to the frontage roads within the project limits.

Removal of Adams Bayou frontage road 
bridges

  3.Once the two bridges are removed from Adams Bayou, I will have to get on I-10W and then back off again when I come home. My concern is that when I'm exiting and need to get over in the 
right lane asap, I'm afraid there's not going to be enough room for me to slow down enough and wait for the traffic beside me to clear so I can safely get over and turn right on Tejas Pkwy. It's going 
to be the luck of the draw in hopes of having no traffic heading west on the feeder road so I can get over right away. If I have to go very slow to get over into the right hand lane to make my quick 
turn onto Tejas Pkwy, I fear the other exiting traffic behind me will run me over as they are trying to exit too.

Comment noted regarding proposed roadway configuration in the vicinity of Adams Bayou.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating 
the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to 
maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which 
resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.  
The proposed configuration of the westbound exit ramp between Tejas Parkway and Adams Bayou was established under project CSJ 0028-14-109 and this configuration will not be changed under 
the subject project CSJ 0028-14-091.  Traffic on the westbound frontage road between the westbound exit ramp and the U-turn will be reduced by approximately one-half with the removal of the 
westbound frontage road across Adams Bayou under project CSJ 0028-14-091 which will improve operational and safety performance in this area.

Elevation of Turn-a-Round

 4.Did you know that we frequently have tractor trailers go under Adams Bayou Bridge? I am always a little freaked out when I see one crawling slowly under that bridge. Whew, I hold my breath, 
lol. I was thinking that with the two small Adams Bayou bridges being gone, there may be more big trucks trying to turn around under the bridge. If the I-10 bridge was raised like Brad Childs was 
suggesting at the meeting, it sure would be a safer turnaround for the truckers. Oh, and I absolutely agree with Brad's suggestion with not having pilings in Adams Bayou. It sure would be great if 
there was no structures in the water to disrupt the flow.
That's all I've got for now. Thank you so much for your time and consideration of my concerns and requests.

Comment noted regarding vertical clearance over U-turns at Adams Bayou.  The maximum legal height for a vehicle and its load without an overheight permit in the State of Texas per the Texas 
Transportation Code is 14'-0".  The proposed minimum vertical clearance between the mainlane bridge superstructures and the reconstructed U-turns is 14'-2" thereby providing adequate vertical 
clearance for all legal height vehicles that utilize the U-turns.  The proposed minimum vertical clearance matches the existing minimum vertical clearance provided by the existing mainlane bridges 
before they are widened under the subject project CSJ 0028-14-091.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the mainlane bridges at a higher elevation.
Comments noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou at a higher elevation and with no bridge columns within the main channel of Adams 
Bayou.  Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  Project is not programmed to remove and 
reconstruct the mainlane bridges with no bridge columns in the main channel of Adams Bayou.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 
indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential 
alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety 
parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place 
at Adams Bayou.  TxDOT performed a drainage study to determine the implications of the widening of the existing mainlane bridges and the removal of the frontage road bridges at Adams Bayou.  
The results of that drainage study for the described proposed conditions indicate a moderate lowering of the design year water surface elevation in the vicinity of IH 10 which lowers the flooding 
potential for adjacent properties.

16 D. D. Terry 2/20/2020 Verbal
Removal of and Elevation of Adams 

Bayou frontage road bridges

My name is D.D. Terry, and I'm representing myself and some neighbors and citizens of Orange.  I'm not an elected official. Looking at -- I want to speak about the Adams Bayou bridge situation.  
On the current -- the current design we have is showing three lanes westbound and eastbound, and two lanes on the feeder road westbound and eastbound, so that's five lanes.  On the proposed 
design, it's four lanes westbound and four lanes eastbound, so, essentially, we're only gaining one lane.  The good part about it is those low bridges need to go, the pilings need to go, and they can't 
go soon enough.  I do have a concern about -- I've been in Orange County for 61 years, and in my entire life, from Orange to Houston, Interstate 10 has been worked on at some point in the past 
might-near every year and I understand it's increased population and growth.  I do have a concern about not having a feeder road.  Like Councilman Childs, from what I looked at out on the 
drawings, that turnaround is only going to be 14-foot-2-inches.  I think the Interstate 10 bridge needs to be up higher.  I personally would like to see the feeder road bridge look like the Cow Bayou 
bridge, which is west of Orange -- in between Orange and Vidor. That's a real good-looking bridge, in my opinion.  It needs another lane, but I'm sure that'll be addressed at some point, but if -- if 
there is an emergency situation, I feel like getting -- for the emergency vehicles to get onto interstate and then back off, to me, that's a little dicey, especially if it's congested traffic.  So, anyway, I 

 would like to see, personally, a bridge that looks more like Cow Bayou.  I live here in Orange.  Orange is the first taste of Texas coming in from the east, and I'd like for it to look good.

Comment noted regarding preference to remove the frontage road bridges across Adams Bayou.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 
indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential 
alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety 
parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place 
at Adams Bayou.  The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane 
bridges at Adams Bayou.  This configuration is in compliance with current design standards and was evaluated to ensure acceptable levels of operational and safety performance.
Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou at a higher elevation to provide additional vertical clearance between the mainlane 
bridge superstructure and the reconstructed U-turns.  Due to their very high sufficiency ratings, the existing mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou are proposed to remain in place and be widened.  The 
maximum legal height for a vehicle and its load without an overheight permit in the State of Texas per the Texas Transportation Code is 14'-0".  The proposed minimum vertical clearance between 
the mainlane bridge superstructures and the reconstructed U-turns is 14'-2" thereby providing adequate vertical clearance for all legal height vehicles that utilize the U-turns.  The proposed 
minimum vertical clearance matches the existing minimum vertical clearance provided by the existing mainlane bridges before they are widened under the subject project CSJ 0028-14-091.  Project 
is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the mainlane bridges at a higher elevation.
Comment noted regarding preference to add an additional lane to the IH 10 bridge at Cow Bayou.  Stated bridge is not within the project limits therefore project is not programmed to address this 
issue.
Comment noted regarding preference to remove and reconstruct the frontage roads across Adams Bayou at a higher elevation.  Project is not programmed to remove and reconstruct the frontage 
roads at a higher elevation.  Based on public feedback received at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 indicating the considerable majority preference to remove the existing 
frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leave the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou, TxDOT evaluated various potential alternatives to maintain east-west connectivity across Adams Bayou.  The 
evaluations of the various potential alternatives included stakeholder preference, technical, operational and safety parameters which resulted in the locally preferred alternative presented in the 
public hearing that includes removing the existing frontage roads across Adams Bayou and leaving the U-turns in place at Adams Bayou.  The proposed mainlane configuration includes providing 3 
through-lanes and an auxiliary lane in each direction between the entrance and exit ramps and across the mainlane bridges at Adams Bayou.  This configuration is in compliance with current design 
standards and was evaluated to ensure acceptable levels of operational and safety performance.  The proposed roadway configuration has been endorsed by a considerable majority of emergency 
service providers who provided feedback at the previous public meeting held on February 7, 2019 and at the public hearing held on February 20, 2020.

Susan Sheilds  2/21/2020 E-mail15



Attachment B: 

Public Hearing Officer Certification 

  



� � � �� � � � � � 	 
 � �  	 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �  	� � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! "# $ � % � � & ' () � * � �  � �

Project Name: Interstate Highway (IH) 10 Widening Project

County Name: Orange County

Control Section Job Numbers (CSJ): 0028-14-091

Project Limits From: 0.54 miles east of Farm-to-Market (FM) 3247

Project Limits To: The Sabine River Bridge

I certify that the following statements are true and apply to the project identified above. 

   A.  A public hearing was held on                                             at                                                                  in 

                                                       , Texas. 

  

   B.  The economic and social effects of the project location and design and its impacts on the environment 

         have been considered. 

  

   C.  In determining economic, social, and environmental effects, the statutory provisions of the Civil Rights 

         Act of 1964 have been considered.

Orange

February 20, 2020 West Orange-Stark Elementary

   D.  The project consistency with the goals and objectives of urban planning, as dictated by the 

         community has been considered. 

    E.  Requirements of Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter E, Section 2.107 have 

         been met.

Select if assigned under NEPA Assignment MOU.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws 

for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum 

of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Interstate Highway (IH) 10 Widening Project 

CSJ Number: 0028-14-091 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 

 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Beaumont District  

is proposing to widen Interstate Highway (IH) 10, from 0.54 miles east of 

Farm to Market (FM) 3247 to the Sabine River Bridge in Orange County, 

Texas. The proposed project would widen IH 10 from four lanes to six 12-foot 

wide lanes with 10-foot wide inside and outside shoulders. The project would 

widen the existing IH 10 Adams Bayou main lane bridge to include an 

additional 12-foot lane in each direction. The entrance ramp west of Adams 

Bayou for eastbound traffic would be relocated to the east and the entrance 

ramp east of Adams Bayou for westbound traffic would be relocated to the 

west. The Sabine River Relief bridge would be replaced with a new bridge 

consisting of six 12-foot wide lanes and an acceleration lane in the 

westbound direction.  
 

Based on feedback received at the previous public meeting on  

Feb. 7, 2019, the Adams Bayou frontage road bridges would be removed; 

however, the turnarounds would remain. All work is proposed to occur within 

the existing right-of-way (ROW); therefore, no displacements or relocations of 

residences and businesses would occur. The total project length is 

approximately 4.84 miles.  
 

The activities associated with the proposed improvements would impact 

waters of the U.S. including wetlands located in the existing ROW; therefore, 

a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) permit under Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act would be required. The project limits are within a Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated 100-year floodplain. The 

hydraulic design for this project would be in accordance with current Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT design policies. 
 

The public hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in 

attending who have special communication or accommodation needs, or 

require an interpreter, are encouraged to contact TxDOT Public Information 

Officer Sarah Dupre at (409) 898-5745. Requests should be made at least 

two days before the event. Every reasonable effort will be made to 

accommodate these needs. Any environmental documentation or studies, maps showing the project location and design, 

tentative construction schedules, and other information regarding the project are on file and available for inspection Monday 

through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Beaumont District Office, 8350 Eastex Freeway, 

Beaumont, Texas 77708. To schedule an appointment, please contact Sarah Dupre at (409) 898-5745. This information will 

also be available for inspection at the public hearing. Additionally, responses to comments received will similarly be on file and 

available for inspection once they have been prepared. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have 

been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and 

TxDOT. 

WHEN: 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 

Open House: 5:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

Formal Presentation: 6:00 P.M. 

WHERE: 
West Orange-Stark Elementary 

2605 Martin Luther King Drive 

 Orange, Texas 77630 

Comments must be received on or before  

Friday, March 6, 2020, 

to be part of the official public hearing 

record. Comments may be submitted at 

the public hearing, or by mail, email, or 

online to: 

Larry Sheppard, P.E. 

8350 Eastex Freeway 

Beaumont, Texas 77708  

bmtprojects@txdot.gov  

(409) 898-5732 
 

For more information, visit www.txdot.gov 

and Search: I-10 Orange County - or scan 

the QR code to access:  
 

 

http://www.txdot.gov/


AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 
Ampliación de la AUTOPISTA INTERESTATAL (IH) 10 

Número de CSJ: 0028-14-091 

Jueves, 20 de febrero de 2020

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) del Distrito de Beaumont 

propone la ampliación de la autopista interestatal (IH) 10 desde 0.54 millas al 

este de la carretera rural (Farm-to-Market, FM) 3247 hasta el puente del Río 

Sabine en el Condado de Orange, Texas. El proyecto propuesto ensancharía la IH 

10 de 4 carriles a 6 carriles de 12 pies de ancho con arcenes internos y externos 

de 10 pies de ancho. El proyecto ensancharía el puente del carril principal de la 

actual IH 10 Adams Bayou para incluir un carril adicional de 12 pies en cada 

sentido. La rampa de acceso al este de Adams Bayou para el tráfico hacia el sur 

sería reubicada en el este, la rampa de acceso al este de Adams Bayou para el 

tráfico hacia el oeste sería reubicada en el oeste. El puente auxiliar del Río Sabine 

se reemplazaría por un nuevo puente conformado por seis carriles de 12 pies de 

ancho y un carril rápido en el sentido oeste.  

Con base en los comentarios recibidos en la reunión pública anterior del día 7 de 

febrero de 2019, se eliminarían los puentes de las vías de servicio; sin embargo, 

los giros en U quedarían. Se propone realizar todo el trabajo con el derecho de 

paso (Right-of-Way, ROW) actual; por lo tanto, no se desplazarán ni trasladarán 

viviendas ni comercios. El largo total del proyecto es de aproximadamente 4.84 

millas.  

Las actividades asociadas con las mejoras propuestas afectarían las aguas de los 

Estados Unidos, incluyendo los humedales ubicados en el derecho de paso actual; 

por lo tanto, se necesitaría un permiso del Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de 

los Estados Unidos (USACE) bajo la Sección 404 de la Ley de Agua Limpia.  Los 

límites del proyecto están dentro de una inundación de 100 años designada por 

FEMA (Agencia Federal para el Manejo de Emergencias). El diseño hidráulico para 

este proyecto estaría en concordancia con las políticas actuales de diseño de la 

Administración Federal de Carreteras (FHWA) y el TxDOT.  

La audiencia se llevará a cabo en inglés. Las personas interesadas en asistir a la 

audiencia que tengan necesidades especiales con respecto a la comunicación o 

ubicación, tal como necesidad de un intérprete, a comunicarse con Sarah Dupre, 

Funcionaria de Información pública, al (409) 898-5745. Se deben hacer los 

pedidos por lo menos dos días antes de la audiencia. Se hará todo lo posible por satisfacer estas necesidades. Todos los estudios o 

documentos ambientales, los mapas que muestran la ubicación y el diseño del proyecto, los cronogramas tentativos de construcción, 

y demás información relativa al proyecto están archivados y pueden ser inspeccionados de lunes a viernes de 8:00 AM a 5:00 PM en 

la Oficina del Distrito de Beaumont del TxDOT (8350 Eastex Freeway, Beaumont, Texas 77708). Para programar una cita, por favor 

llame a Sarah Dupre al (409) 898-5745. Esta información también estará disponible para su inspección en la audiencia pública. 

Asimismo, las respuestas a los comentarios recibidos estarán archivadas y disponibles para su inspección de modo similar una vez 

que hayan sido preparadas. 

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para este proyecto, están siendo o 
han sido realizadas por TxDOT de conformidad con la Reglamentación 23, Sección 327 del Código de Estados Unidos y un Memorando de 
Entendimiento con fecha del 9 de diciembre de 2019, ejecutado por la FHWA (Administración Federal de Carreteras) y TxDOT.

CUÁNDO: 
Jueves, 20 de febrero de 2020 

Sesión abierta al público:  

5:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

Presentación formal: 6:00 P.M. 

DÓNDE: 
Escuela Primaria West Orange-Stark 

2605 Martin Luther King Drive 

 Orange, Texas 77630 

Debemos recibir los comentarios por escrito 

antes del viernes, 6 de marzo de 2020, para 

que se incluyan en los registros oficiales de la 

audiencia pública.  

Se pueden presentar en la audiencia pública, o por 

correo, por correo electrónico o por internet a  
Larry Sheppard, P.E. 

8350 Eastex Freeway 

Beaumont, Texas 77708  

bmtprojects@txdot.gov  

(409) 898-5732 

Para mayor información, ingrese a 

www.txdot.gov y busque: I-10 Orange County – o 

escanee el código QR para acceder:  

http://www.txdot.gov/




Elected Officials Mailing List

FirstName LastName Position Address City ST Zip
John Cornyn U.S. Senator 5300 Memorial Drive, Ste. 980 Houston TX 77007
Ted Cruz U.S. Senator 1919 Smith Street, Suite 9047 Houston TX 77002
Randy Weber U.S. Representative 350 Pine Street, Suite 730 Beaumont TX 77701
Brian Babin U.S. Representative 812 N. 16th Street Orange TX 77630
Robert Nichols Texas State Senator P.O. Box 12068 Austin TX 78711
Brandon Creighton Texas State Senator 350 Pine Street, Suite 1450 Beaumont TX 77701
Dade Phelan Texas State Representative 10984 FM 1442, Suite B Orange TX 77630
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Bob Dickinson Southeast Texas Regional Planning Commission, Director of Transportation and Environmental Resources 2210 Eastex Freeway Beaumont TX 77703
James Wolf Director of Public Works and Engineering Department, City of Orange 303 N. 8th Street Orange TX 77630
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Jan Girouard & Associates, LLC  409.832.2721

1 PROCEEDINGS:

2             MR. JACK:         Good evening, ladies and

3 gentlemen.  My name is Adam Jack, Director of

4 Transportation, Planning & Development for the

5 Department of Transportation, Beaumont, Texas, and this

6 evening I will be serving as the public hearing

7 officer.  Please feel free to continue viewing the

8 exhibits in the other room afterwards.  They will be

9 available until after we adjourn this evening.  Before

10 we begin this evening's presentation, please, if you

11 would, silence your cellphones and any other electronic

12 devices that you may have.  That may conflict with the

13 court reporter.  Today is Thursday, February 20, 2020.

14 The time is -- I don't know what time it is.  6:03 p.m.

15 On behalf of Texas Department of Transportation, I'd

16 like to thank you for your interest in your community,

17 and participating in this public hearing.  I'd also

18 like to thank West Orange - Cove ISD for the use of this

19 facility.

20    Tonight, the public hearing will include six

21 sessions:  Welcome, project overview, environmental

22 overview, public comments, project schedule, as well as

23 adjournment.  As you entered tonight, you were asked to

24 register at our sign-in tables.  If you have not

25 already done so, please register before you leave
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1 tonight, so that we have a record of your attendance at

2 this public hearing.  We would like to welcome and

3 recognize the elected officials who are in attendance

4 this evening:  (Unintelligible; door-slamming),

5 Commissioner Tran; Representative Field was here

6 earlier, and another -- they're all out in the hall?

7 Okay.  Let's see, Council Member Burch, Council Member

8 Childs, Council Member Hennagan.  There you go, I'm

9 sorry.  Councilwoman McKenna, thank you.  Let's see.

10 Clerk Robertson, thank you; as well as the Lower Sabine

11 Neches Soil Conservation District, thanks so much.  If

12 there are any other elected officials present today, if

13 you will please raise your hand and be recognized, if

14 you wish, and each of you will be given an opportunity

15 to speak prior to the public hearing comments, if you

16 wish.

17    Also, please allow me to introduce the project team;

18

19 assist you.  The project team here in the audience,

20 would you please stand.  I see some of my staff.  Stand

21 up; and there's more than one of them.  Thank you.

22    Prior to December 16, 2014, the Federal Highway 

23

24 approved documents prepared under the National

25 Environmental Policy Act, known as "NEPA"; however, on
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1

2

3

4 This Memorandum of Understanding was renewed on

5

6

7 evening.

8    This hearing, convened by the Texas Department of

9 Transportation, is being held to receive and consider

10

11

12 published on the TxDOT website, and appeared in the 

13

14 Saturday, February 1st, and in the el Perico newspaper

15 on Sunday, February 2nd. The notice was also mailed to 

16

17

18

19

20 speak.

21        Now, I will briefly cover the procedure that

22 we'll follow tonight.  These rules help ensure that

23 everyone has the chance to be heard.  The procedures for

24

25 environmental process, so comments from this hearing and



5

Jan Girouard & Associates, LLC  409.832.2721

1 comments received during the public comment period will

2 be included in the Public Hearing Document for this

3 project.  The public has 15 calendar days following the

4 hearing to submit written comments; therefore, the

5 deadline to submit comments is Friday, March 6th, 2020.

6        Because of the guidelines for public hearings and

7 the public comment period, we are constrained in

8 responding to comments or questions during the

9 prescribed comment period.  We appreciate your

10 understanding.

11        So that we can assure everyone has a chance to

12 speak, and to be respectful of your time here tonight,

13 we are limiting comments to three minutes.  If you would

14 like to sign up to speak and haven't done so yet, please

15 raise your hand so that the speaker registration card

16 can be provided.

17        Unlike a public meeting, which may offer a

18 question-and-answer format, this is a legal proceeding,

19 and so the opportunity for you to provide input into the

20 official public record; so, as I said, we will not be

21 answering questions or responding to comments during

22 tonight's hearing.  We will -- we will be available to

23 answer your questions after the public hearing is

24 adjourned, either in here or in the other room.  Now, I

25 would like to introduce Greg Jacobs, project manager



6

Jan Girouard & Associates, LLC  409.832.2721

1 with Halff, who will discuss the proposed I-10 widening

2 project.

3             MR. JACOBS:       Thank you, Adam.  The

4 proposed project would widen IH-10 from four lanes to

5 six 12-foot-wide lanes with ten-foot wide inside and

6 outside shoulders.  The project would widen the

7 existing IH10 Adams Bayou main-lane bridge to include

8 an additional twelve-foot lane in each direction.  The

9 entrance ramp west of Adams Bayou for eastbound traffic

10 would be relocated to the east, and the entrance ramp

11 east of Adams Bayou for the westbound traffic would be

12 relocated to the west.  The Sabine River relief bridge

13 would be replaced with a new bridge consisting of six

14 twelve-foot-wide lanes and an entrance ramp

15 acceleration lane in the westbound direction.

16    Based on public feedback received at the previous

17 public meeting on February 7th, 2019, the Adams Bayou

18 frontage road bridges would be removed; however, the

19 turnarounds would remain.  All work would occur within

20 existing TxDOT right of way; therefore, no

21 displacements or relocations of residences or

22 businesses would occur.  The total project length is

23 approximately 4.84 miles.  IH-10 is a major

24 thoroughfare in southeast Texas.  Transportation

25 improvements are needed along IH-10 due to increasing
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1 population within the project area and surrounding

2 communities.  The proposed project is needed, as

3 capacity is reach or exceeded during daily commuting

4 periods, for decreased mobility due to congested

5 traffic lanes, for improved hurricane evacuation, and

6 for improved safety.  The purpose of the proposed

7 project is to reduce traffic congestion, improve

8 hurricane evacuation and improve mobility and safety.

9 The proposed project limits are from 0.54 miles east of

10 FM 3247 to the Sabine River bridge in Orange County,

11 Texas.  The existing IH-10 is a four-lane highway

12 consisting of four 12-foot-wide lanes, two in each

13 direction; and then west of Business 90/Simmons Drive,

14 four 11-foot-wide frontage road lanes, two in each

15 direction.  TxDOT proposes to improves the highway by

16 adding a main lane in each direction.  The proposed

17 improvements result in a six-lane divided highway

18 consisting of three 12-foot-wide main lanes, a

19 10-foot-wide inside shoulder and a 10-foot-wide outside

20 shoulder in each direction.  The I-10 Adams Bayou

21 bridges consist of four 12-foot main lanes, two in each

22 direction, and two 12-foot auxiliary lanes, one in each

23 direction.  The Adams Bayou bridge -- frontage road

24 bridges consist of four 11-foot lanes, two in each

25 direction.  The project would widen the existing IH-10
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1 Adams Bayou bridges to provide an additional

2 12-foot-wide lane in each direction.  The entrance ramp

3 west of Adams Bayou for eastbound travel would be

4 relocated to the east, so that when flooding conditions

5 occur at Adams Bayou, the existing access from adjacent

6 properties is maintained to IH-10.  The entrance ramp

7 east of Adams Bayou for westbound travel would be

8 relocated to the west so that access to IH-10 from 27th

9 Street is not directly onto the ramp, but along the

10 frontage road, with space to merge.  The Adams Bayou

11 frontage road bridges would be removed, but the

12 turnarounds would remain and flood gauges would be

13 installed.  The remainder of the -- of the existing

14 frontage roads would remain in place.  The IH-10 Sabine

15 River relief bridge consists of four 12-foot-wide main

16 lanes, two in each direction, and one 12-foot-wide

17 entrance ramp and acceleration lane in the westbound

18 direction.  The Sabine River relief bridge, which is

19 functionally obsolete and has a low sufficiency rating

20 would be replaced with a new, modern bridge consisting

21 of six 12-foot-wide lanes and an entrance

22 ramp/acceleration lane in the westbound direction.

23 High-mast lighting would be installed from 0.54 miles

24 east of FM37 to the Little Cypress Bayou bridge, and

25 then conventional roadway lighting would be installed
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1 from the Little Cypress Bayou bridge to the Sabine

2 River bridge.  The proposed project is consistent with

3 the Southeast Texas Mobility Planning Commission and

4 metropolitan planning organizations, Metropolitan

5 Transportation Plan 2045 for the Jefferson, Orange,

6 Hardin regional transportation study area, and their

7 2019 to 2022 Transportation Improvement Program.  The

8 proposed project would be funded with the combination

9 of federal and state funds, for total of approximately

10 50 million dollars.

11        This completes the engineering and design portion

12 of the presentation, and now I would like to introduce

13 Julia Ragsdale with TxDOT Beaumont, who will discuss

14 the environmental analysis of the proposed project.

15 Julia.

16             MS. RAGSDALE:         Good evening.  My

17 name is Julia Ragsdale.  I'm an environmental

18 specialist with the TxDOT Beaumont district office.

19 The environmental study conducted for the Interstate

20 Highway 10 roadway widening project complies with the

21 national environmental policy.  Furthermore, the

22 environmental review consultation and other actions

23 required by the federal environmental laws for this

24 project are being or have been carried out by TxDOT

25 pursuant to 23 U.S. Code 327 and a Memorandum of
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1 Understanding dated December 9, 2019, executed by the

2 Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT.  The

3 environmental study identified and assessed potential

4 impacts by the proposed project to the natural human

5 environment, including air quality, archaeological

6 resources, non-archaeological historical resources,

7 community and social impacts, biological resources,

8 including threatened and endangered species and

9 vegetation types, hazardous materials, traffic noise,

10 and water resources.  TxDOT also coordinated with

11 project with Texas Parks & Wildlife, the Texas General

12 Land Office, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the

13 U.S. Coast Guard.  The filings of the environmental

14 studies show that this project has no significant

15 impact on the environment, and that no unusual

16 circumstances exist; thus, the project qualifies to be

17 categorically excluded from the requirement to prepare

18 an environmental assessment or an environmental impact

19 statement under the National Environment Policy Act.

20        The final environmental determination will

21 reflect the holding of this public hearing, and include

22 changes, if any, of the anticipated impacts as a result

23 of public comments received.  The environmental

24 documents for this project are available for your

25 review tonight at the environmental table.  At this
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1 time, I would like to turn the presentation back to

2 Adam.

3             MR. JACK:    Thank you, Julia.  That

4 concludes the technical presentation, and we trust that

5 you found the presentation to be informative.  As a

6 reminder, if you did not sign in when you arrived,

7 please do so when you leave.  This is for our records

8 and documenting attendance at this hearing.  If you

9 want to make verbal comments tonight, please be sure to

10 fill out a speaker card, and if you'll raise your hand,

11 we'll be happy to provide one for you.

12        If you do not wish to make verbal comments

13 during the comment period you can submit written

14 comments.  You can leave your written comments in the

15 comment box tonight, or you'll have the option to

16 e-mail or mail comments after tonight's hearing.  We

17 have fifteen calendar days following the hearing to

18 submit written comments to please make sure your

19 comments are sent or postmarked by Friday, March 6th,

20 2020, to be part of the official record and included in

21 the public hearing summary report.  Both written and

22 verbal comments will be considered equally.  If you

23 submit your comments in writing, it is not necessary to

24 repeat your comments verbally.

25        Would any of the elected officials or their
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1 representatives like to say a word before we begin the

2 public comments?  Elected officials?  Councilman?

3             MR. CHILDS:       First of all, I want to

4 thank -- well, I'm Brad Childs.  I'm District 2 council

5 person, City of Orange, and Mr. Jack, I'd like to thank

6 you and your staff for bringing this beautiful freeway

7 through Orange; much needed, much necessary.  I do have

8 a concern about Adams Bayou bridge.  You and I have

9 known each other for about 2-1/2 years now, and I

10 disagree with the design of the Adams Bayou bridge.  I

11 have pictures here showing what y'all have established

12 on the Cow Bayou bridge.  You've taken all the cones

13 out of the water.  You've raised the turnarounds of the

14 Cow Bayou bridge probably to about 12-foot elevation

15 out of the water.  If you leave Adams Bayou bridge the

16 way it is now, you turnarounds will go under water with

17 six inches of rain, and our first responders can't pass

18 through that, unless they're in a pickup truck.  I've

19 got pictures here to leave with your office, and would

20 like y'all to consider possibly going into the slush

21 fund or contingency fund for rebuilding the bridge

22 properly.  We even have pictures of exposed rebar on

23 the main span of Interstate 10 at Adams Bayou bridge.

24        That's about all I've got.  I really wish y'all

25 would reconsider doing this.  I don't speak on behalf



13

Jan Girouard & Associates, LLC  409.832.2721

1 of the City of Orange staff.  I speak on behalf of the

2 citizens I represent, and we would like that bridge

3 rebuilt properly, not just added onto.  In your

4 diagram, the second picture down here, that bridge has

5 been added on to several times already, and then you're

6 going to add on to it again?  On the second drawing

7 right here, you can see one little section that's

8 probably only eight feet wide that you've added on to.

9 That adds 28 columns into the waterway of Adams Bayou.

10 If you go to Cow Bayou, there are no columns in the

11 water at Cow Bayou, and we are getting snags when it

12 rains.  We have pictures of them.  I think Mr. Trahan

13 has pictures of snags catching on columns in the water,

14 and -- we do appreciate you taking out the feeder road

15 bridge.  We figure that is a run batted in, but a home

16 run would be to rebuild the old bridge.  Thank you.

17             MR. JACK:         Thank you.  Any other

18 elected officials who would like to speak this evening?

19        Seeing none, we will go ahead and move into

20 public comment period.  I'd like to provide an

21 opportunity for these who have registered to speak.

22 Again, you will have three minutes to make your

23 comments.  When I announce your name, please come to

24 the microphone, face the court reporter, state your

25 name and who you may represent, any interest you may
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1 have in the project, and your comments.  Now, I will

2 call the names listed on the speaker registration cards

3 in the order that they've been signed on.  Again, if

4 you would like to speak and you do not have a speaker

5 registration card, please raise your hand and a member

6 of the staff will provide you one.  First, we will hear

7 from Fred Avant, followed by Sharon Odegar and D.D.

8 Terry.  Sir?  Thank you.

9             MR. AVANT:        I'm Fred Avant.  I live

10 in West Orange, but I have property -- me and my family

11 have property in Pinehurst along the service road on

12 the southwest ... quadrant, I should say, by the Adams

13 Bayou bridges, and I'd sure like to see something done

14 with those bridges.  I felt like they need to be

15 removed, and I think they need to be replaced with

16 something higher for access to the area around there.

17 We're going to have a personal benefit for me and my

18 family because we've got the property there that's

19 going to affect it, but we'll have to worry about the

20 safety.  When you've got a U-turn there, you're going

21 to have somebody -- I guarantee you -- that's going to

22 be down that service road heading back to Louisiana or

23 wherever they are going on Friday night and they're

24 going to end up in the bayou.  It's happened many times

25 before.  I think we'd be doing a lot better by
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1 replacing those bridges and raising them up.  That'll

2 give us access to the emergency vehicles.  It'd just be

3 a loot smoother than everybody trying to get up on the

4 main highway and then getting right back off.  And

5 there's no access to my property when the turnarounds

6 are flooded, but if you had a higher bridge, it would

7 help us out.

8             MR. JACK:         Thank you, sir.

9             MRS. ODEGAR:      I'm Sharon Odegar, and

10 I've lived in the Little Cypress area for about 52

11 years, and I've seen lots of water, and I do agree with

12 Councilman Childs about the Adams Bayou bridge.  I

13 think that bridge can be built without any pilings in

14 the bayou.  The frontage road bridges, I feel, need to

15 be raised, but I feel that they -- those drainage roads

16 are very important for east-west traffic in this

17 county, and I would hate to see those bridges cut off

18 with no access; and, yes, I realize you can make an

19 extra lane on the bridge, and people can get onto the

20 interstate and go across, and then get on, but that

21 adds another bunch of other little slow old ladies like

22 me driving across the bridge when they can just tiddle

23 down the frontage road.  I'm not speaking for just old

24 people.  It's just those are important back-and-forth

25 roads.  The other thing is a concern over the entry
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1 ramp onto the westbound highway coming out of the

2 visitors center parking lot.  There are lots of big

3 trucks that come off of there, and, believe me, that is

4 the most hazardous entry ramp that I can think of,

5 because it's very hard for them to come out of that

6 little curvy thing and get up on that highway and get

7 moving, and I think that they're shortchanging the

8 entry ramp.  I know, on paper and when you calculate

9 it, it sounds really good, and it measures up, but when

10 you get into reality and people are coming off of

11 there, and there is a little jog, it is -- it takes

12 them quite a while to get going, and I've seen a lot of

13 near-misses there, so I would say you might look into

14 the extending that acceleration lane, possibly.  Thanks,

15 very much.

16             MR. JACK:         Thank you.

17             MR. TERRY:        My name is D.D. Terry,

18 and I'm representing myself and some neighbors and

19 citizens of Orange.  I'm not an elected official.

20 Looking at -- I want to speak about the Adams Bayou

21 bridge situation.  On the current -- the current design

22 we have is showing three lanes westbound and eastbound,

23 and two lanes on the feeder road westbound and

24 eastbound, so that's five lanes.  On the proposed

25 design, it's four lanes westbound and four lanes
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1 eastbound, so, essentially, we're only gaining one

2 lane.  The good part about it is those low bridges need

3 to go, the pilings need to go, and they can't go soon

4 enough.  I do have a concern about -- I've been in

5 Orange County for 61 years, and in my entire life, from

6 Orange to Houston, Interstate 10 has been worked on at

7 some point in the past might-near every year and I

8 understand it's increased population and growth.  I do

9 have a concern about not having a feeder road.  Like

10 Councilman Childs, from what I looked at out on the

11 drawings, that turnaround is only going to be

12 14-foot-2-inches.  I think the Interstate 10 bridge

13 needs to be up higher.  I personally would like to see

14 the feeder road bridge look like the Cow Bayou bridge,

15 which is west of Orange -- in between Orange and Vidor.

16 That's a real good-looking bridge, in my opinion.  It

17 needs another lane, but I'm sure that'll be addressed at

18 some point, but if -- if there is an emergency

19 situation, I feel like getting -- for the emergency

20 vehicles to get onto interstate and then back off, to

21 me, that's a little dicey, especially if it's congested

22 traffic.  So, anyway, I would like to see, personally,

23 a bridge that looks more like Cow Bayou.  I live here

24 in Orange.  Orange is the first taste of Texas coming

25 in from the east, and I'd like for it to look good.
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1 Thank you.

2             MR. JACK:         Thank you, sir.  Is there

3 anyone else who would like to speak?

4        We are currently in the process of obtaining

5 environmental clearance and completing preliminary

6 design.  Your statements and comments will be addressed

7 and will be given full consideration in preparation of

8 the final recommendation and design of the proposed

9 project.  After the comment period March 6, 2020, TxDOT

10 will process all of the comments received and complete

11 a public hearing summary, which should be posted online

12 at www.TxDOT.gov this spring.  Once the project is

13 environmental approved, TxDOT will finalize the design

14 and complete construction and plans.  Construction is

15 anticipated to begin in the fall of 2020, and will take

16 approximately 48 months to complete.

17        This public hearing is now concluded.  On behalf

18 of TxDOT, again, let me thank you for your attendance

19 and participation during tonight's public hearing, and

20 your comments.  Staff will be available to visit with

21 you about the project and to answer your questions.  It

22 is now 6:32 p.m. and the public hearing for the I-10

23 roadway widening is officially adjourned.

24                 [End of transcript 6:32 p.m.]

25
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From: BMT_Projects
To: Larry Sheppard
Subject: FW: Adams Bayou bridges
Date: Monday, February 24, 2020 8:43:30 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Billie Burns [mailto:boburns30@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, February 23, 2020 6:51 PM
To: BMT_Projects <BMTProjects@txdot.gov>
Subject: Adams Bayou bridges

I was unable to attend the meeting Thursday eve.  Thank you though for having them.

I can not learn from any one what the decision is on the bridges on the I-10 service roads across Adams Bayou -
both east and west.  It is hoped that maybe they can be rebuilt at a higher level and retained.  I use these roads
regularly and there is a lot of traffic on them.

I have heard people say that they would not get on I-10 if the service road no longer was open - that they would take
the longer route through neighborhoods to get to 16th street.  That is not a good idea.  It would cause loss of
business for those Located along 16th Street and I-10 as well.  Please, please do all that you can to Keep these
service roads between the railroad tracks and 16th Street.

I noticed that the trash has been collected along the east bound service road.
Thank you for that.  It had become a very bad sight.

Another thing that needs to be addressed is on the west bound service road When approaching MLK, there needs to
be arrows at MLK telling the right hand lane they can only turn right or go straight.  New comers naturally think
both left and right lanes can  turn left since there is a double lane under I-10, but that is not the case.
Please, please paint some directional arrows here.  We have been told that the computer shows that arrows are there,
but they are not.

Thank you,  Billie Burns, 3925 Whippoowill, Orange (Pinehurst) 409 883 3630

Sent from my iPad

















From: BMT_Projects
To: Larry Sheppard
Subject: FW: ATTN: Mr. Larry Sheppard
Date: Friday, February 21, 2020 3:43:28 PM

From: John Sheilds [mailto:jrsheilds@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2020 1:41 PM
To: BMT_Projects <BMTProjects@txdot.gov>; Susan Sheilds <jrsheilds@yahoo.com>
Subject: ATTN: Mr. Larry Sheppard

Dear Mr. Sheppard,
My husband and I attended the meeting last night in Orange, TX. What a
brilliant set-up. Having employees stationed at each table to answer
questions was perfect. And those maps were super impressive. Thank you
so much for your efforts. I really appreciate it.
I have some concerns and suggestions.
1. I live in the neighborhood right off the westbound feeder road, just west
of Adams Bayou. The name of the street I am going to talk about is called
Tejas Pkwy. It's the entrance to my neighborhood. There are seven homes
in our neighborhood but only six of them are occupied. There are others
who live at the Spindletop Mental Health Studios too...maybe 7 to 9 full-
time residents. At the very end of Tejas Pkwy is a wine bar where folks
come to drink and socialize. My concern is that as folks are exiting our
neighborhood they stop at a stop sign at the feeder road and there is
currently no signage telling the driver "Right turn ONLY" or more
importantly, "No left turn!" There needs to be a sign telling drivers that
they cannot turn left. If they do turn left, well, they could very possibly be
killed by the traffic coming swiftly off of I-10 at the exit ramp that is right
there, just feet away. A lot of the wine bar's customers are from out of
town, tourist visitors who may not be familiar with the fact that the feeder
road is one way. I am suggesting signage be placed on the feeder road,
facing North, communicating to drivers who are exiting Tejas Pkwy, that
they cannot make a left hand turn.
2. On the same topic, I highly suggest this same type of signage be placed
at every single exit from every single street and every single parking lot
that dumps out onto the feeder roads. Before I moved to Orange TX from
Central Florida, I stayed the night at the Hampton Inn that's located on
the feeder road in Orange. The next morning, when I went to exit, I
turned left to head back in the direction that I had come from when I
exited I-10 the night before. It made sense to me to head back in the
same direction to get back to the highway. Bad decision on this visitor's
part. I heard plenty of honking horns. There should be better
communication with visitors, plain and simple. I rely heavily on signage on
a day to day basis whether I'm on the road or in the grocery store. I rely
on signs to direct me properly. At the time, there was no signage telling



me that I could not turn left while exiting the hotel onto the feeder road.
3. Once the two bridges are removed from Adams Bayou, I will have to get
on I-10W and then back off again when I come home. My concern is that
when I'm exiting and need to get over in the right lane asap, I'm afraid
there's not going to be enough room for me to slow down enough and wait
for the traffic beside me to clear so I can safely get over and turn right on
Tejas Pkwy. It's going to be the luck of the draw in hopes of having no
traffic heading west on the feeder road so I can get over right away. If I
have to go very slow to get over into the right hand lane to make my quick
turn onto Tejas Pkwy, I fear the other exiting traffic behind me will run me
over as they are trying to exit too.
4. Did you know that we frequently have tractor trailers go under Adams
Bayou Bridge? I am always a little freaked out when I see one crawling
slowly under that bridge. Whew, I hold my breath, lol. I was thinking that
with the two small Adams Bayou bridges being gone, there may be more
big trucks trying to turn around under the bridge. If the I-10 bridge was
raised like Brad Childs was suggesting at the meeting, it sure would be a
safer turnaround for the truckers. Oh, and I absolutely agree with Brad's
suggestion with not having pilings in Adams Bayou. It sure would be great
if there was no structures in the water to disrupt the flow.
That's all I've got for now. Thank you so much for your time and
consideration of my concerns and requests.
Susan Sheilds
4307 Lakeshore Drive
Orange, TX  77632
Cell phone: (407)319-5570
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to the Sabine River Bridge)
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Welcome to the Public Hearing
IH 10 from 0.54 miles east of FM 3247 to the Sabine River Bridge

Thursday, February 20, 2020

Why am I 
here?

• Learn and ask questions
• Review project details
• Submit a comment form
• Register to speak



NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) ASSIGNMENT
TO THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TXDOT)

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required
by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or

have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and the
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed

by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales 
federales aplicables para este proyecto, están siendo o han sido realizadas por TxDOT de 
conformidad con la Reglamentación 23, Sección 327 del Código de Estados Unidos y un 
Memorando de Entendimiento con fecha del 9 de diciembre de 2019, ejecutado por la 

FHWA (Administración Federal de Carreteras) y TxDOT.”
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•Widen the existing roadway from four to six lanes, with 10-foot inside 

shoulders and 10-foot outside shoulders

•Widen the existing mainlane Adams Bayou Bridge to provide additional 

travel lanes and auxiliary lanes

•Remove Adams Bayou frontage road bridges, turnarounds would not be 

removed

•Replace the existing Sabine River Relief Bridge with a modern structure 

meeting current design standards

•Project length approximately 4.84 miles

•Work would occur entirely within the existing right-of-way (ROW)

•Displacements would not be required

Proposed Design



Project Location



Existing Typical Section – IH 10 Mainlanes with Frontage Roads



Proposed Typical Section – IH 10 Mainlanes with Frontage Roads



Existing Typical Section – IH 10 Adams Bayou Bridge



Proposed Typical Section – IH 10 Adams Bayou Bridge



Existing Typical Section – IH 10 Sabine River Relief Bridge



Proposed Typical Section – IH 10 Sabine River Relief Bridge



Next Steps

• Finalize environmental analysis – Spring 2020

• Environmental decision – Spring 2020

• Complete final design – Summer 2020

• Begin construction – Fall 2020

• Construction duration – approximately 48 months

*all dates are tentative and subject to change



We want your feedback!

Commenting Options:
• Fill out a comment card and place in the comment box

• Email comments to: bmtprojects@txdot.gov

• Mail comments to: Larry Sheppard, P.E., Project Manager

• Search “I 10 Orange County” to:
• Submit online comments
• Sign up to receive email updates
• Learn more about the project

Deadline for Comments: Friday, March 6, 2020

Texas Department of Transportation
8350 Eastex Freeway, Beaumont, TX 77708 



Thank you!

We appreciate you taking time out of your

busy schedule to join us tonight.

Please travel safely!
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How to Comment 
The public is invited to participate in the project by  

attending the Public Hearing and asking questions. 

You may also provide written comments on the  

provided comment cards. Written comments may 

be submitted in the following ways:  
 

• At this Public Hearing:  

Place comment form into the comment boxes 
 

• U.S. Mail:  

TxDOT Beaumont District 

ATTN: Mr. Larry  Sheppard 

8350 Eastex Freeway 

Beaumont, TX 77708 

Postmarked by: March 6, 2020 to be included 

in the official record.  
 

• E-Mail : 

bmtprojects@txdot.gov   

E-mail on or before: March 6, 2020 to be     

included in the official record.  

 

The Public Hearing Summary Report will be 

posted online at www.txdot.gov Spring 2020.  

  FACT SHEET — IH 10 Roadway Widening Project 

The purpose of tonight's public hearing is afford the  

public an opportunity to review and provide comments on 

proposed project  
 

Project Summary 
• Widen IH 10, from 0.54 miles east of FM 3247 to the Sabine    

River Bridge, from four to six 12-foot wide travel lanes with 10-

foot wide inside and 10-foot wide outside shoulders 

• Widen the existing mainlane bridge structures at Adams Bayou to 

provide additional travel lanes and auxiliary lanes between the 

entrance/exit ramps to improve merge movements 

• Remove the Adams Bayou frontage road bridges, the turnarounds 

would not be removed 

• Replace the existing bridge structure at the Sabine River Relief 

with a modern structure meeting current design standards 

• Project length is approximately 4.84 miles 

• Work would occur entirely within the existing right-of-way (ROW) 

and no displacements would be required 
 

For general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, 

please contact Larry Sheppard, PE, TxDOT  Project Manager, at 

(409) 898-5732 or at bmtprojects@txdot.gov. 

Environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or 

have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and  execut-

ed by FHWA and TxDOT. 



FACT SHEET — IH 10 Roadway Widening Project 

Proposed Typical Sections 

IH-10 Adams Bayou Bridge 

IH-10 Mainlanes with Frontage Roads 

IH-10 Sabine River Relief Bridge 



   
 

               COMMENT FORM 
                  Public Hearing – IH 10, Orange, TX 
              CSJ No: 0028-14-091 
                  February 20, 2020 
 

 
 
__I am an Elected Official  Position:______________________________________________________________________ 

Name and Mailing Address (Optional): 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW:  

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a: 
__Residential property owner or renter      __Business property owner or lessee 
 
__Other (Please explain)_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5): check each of the following boxes that apply to you:  
__I am employed by TxDOT  
__I do business with TxDOT  
__I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting  

How did you learn about this hearing?   

__Newspaper    __Notice in the Mail    
__Other (Please explain) _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you support the proposed project?         ___ Yes    ___ No     ___Undecided       
 
 
COMMENTS: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please make additional comments on the back.   

This comment form may be turned in tonight, mailed, or emailed by March 6, 2020 to the address below: 
 

Texas Department of Transportation – Beaumont District  
ATTN: Mr. Larry Sheppard 

8350 Eastex Freeway 
Beaumont, TX 77708 

Email: bmtprojects@txdot.gov 
 

Environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have 

been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA 

and TxDOT. 

mailto:bmtprojects@txdot.gov


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Texas Department of Transportation – Beaumont District  
8350 Eastex Freeway 
Beaumont, Texas 77708 

 
 
 
 
 

Texas Department of Transportation – Beaumont District  
ATTN: Mr. Larry Sheppard 

8350 Eastex Freeway 
Beaumont, Texas 77708 

 
 
 
 

 (CSJ No. 0028-14-091) 
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The environmental review, consultation, and other 
actions required by applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out 
by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 
2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Public Hearing Information

 Purpose of the Public Hearing: To present the planned 
improvements and receive comments from the public

 Options for Commenting:
1) Verbal comments will commence after the presentation

2) Written comments can be placed in the comment box

3) Email comments to: bmtprojects@txdot.gov

4) Mail or hand deliver comments to: Larry Sheppard, P.E., Project
Manager, Texas Department of Transportation, 8350 Eastex Freeway,
Beaumont, TX 77708

5) Submit comments online at www.TxDOT.gov, keyword search
“I 10 Orange County”

Deadline for Comments:  Friday, March 6, 2020

5
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Project Description – IH 10 Roadway Widening

6

Proposed upgrades include:
 Widen from 4 to 6 lanes, with 10-ft inside shoulders and 10-ft outside shoulders

 Widen the existing Adams Bayou Bridge to provide additional travel and auxiliary lanes

 Remove Adams Bayou frontage road bridges, turnarounds would not be removed

 Replace the existing Sabine River Relief Bridge with a modern structure meeting 

current design standards
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Need and Purpose

7

Need

Purpose

 Improve roadway for increased population and traffic volumes
 Improve mobility
 Increase safety
 Improve hurricane evacuation route

 Accommodate future traffic
 Alleviate traffic congestion
 Upgrade the interstate to current design standards
 Accommodate hurricane evacuation
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Roadway Sections – IH 10 Mainlanes with Frontage Roads

8

Existing

Proposed
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Roadway Sections – Adams Bayou Bridge

9

Existing

Proposed
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Roadway Sections – IH 10 Sabine River Relief Bridge

10

Existing

Proposed
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Project Planning and Funding

 The proposed project is consistent with the South East Texas 
Regional Planning Commission –

– Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2045, 
as amended, and their; 

– 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program.

 Total Project Estimated Cost: approximately $50 million

11
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Environmental Overview

12

 An Environmental Study was conducted for the proposed project to 
comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

 The study identified and assessed potential impacts to the natural 
and human environment, including:

• Air Quality

• Archeological Resources

• Non-Archeological Historic Properties

• Community Impacts

• Biological Resources

• Hazardous Materials

• Traffic Noise

• Water Resources
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CE)
A class of action that normally does not individually or
cumulatively have significant environmental impacts.
This action does not induce significant impacts to
planned growth or land use for the area; does not
require the relocation of significant numbers of people;
does not have a significant impact on any natural,
cultural, recreational, or historic resources; does not
involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts;
does not have significant impacts on traffic patterns; or
does not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively,
have any significant environmental impact.
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 Options for Commenting:

1) Verbal comments will commence after the presentation

2) Written comments can be placed in the comment box

3) Email comments to: bmtprojects@txdot.gov

4) Mail or hand deliver comments to: Larry Sheppard, P.E., Project
Manager, Texas Department of Transportation, 8350 Eastex Freeway,
Beaumont, TX 77708

5) Submit comments online at www.TxDOT.gov, keyword search
“I 10 Orange County”

All comments must be submitted or postmarked
by Friday, March 6, 2020, to be included 

in the public hearing summary report.

We want your feedback!
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 Submit a Speaker Registration Card

 Limit your comments to 3 minutes 

 Use microphone and face court reporter 

 State your name and whom you 
represent (if applicable) 

 Unused time may not be given to 
another speaker 

Public Comment Session
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Ongoing Communication and Public Involvement

Begin 
Construction 

Upon Approval

Fall 2020

Finalize 
Design

Summer 2020

Estimated Timeline

WE ARE HERE

Estimated Timeline: Subject to Change

Public
Hearing

Solicit
Comments 
and Refine 

Design

February 2020

Preliminary
Design and 

Environmental 
Studies

Spring/Summer
2019

Environmental
Approval

Spring 2020
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Adjournment

Thank you for your participation!
Please remember to submit your comments on or before Friday, March 6, 2020, 

to be included in the public hearing summary report. 

1) Written comments can be placed in the comment box

2) Email comments to: bmtprojects@txdot.gov

3) Mail or hand deliver comments to: Larry Sheppard, P.E.,
Project Manager, Texas Department of Transportation, 8350
Eastex Freeway, Beaumont, TX 77708

4) Submit comments online at www.TxDOT.gov, keyword
search “I 10 Orange County”

Public Hearing Summary will be posted on the website when analysis is complete:

https://www.txdot.gov



Attachment H: 

Photo Log 

 



Photo 1. Sign located on Martin Luther King Dr 
advertising the Public Hearing.

Photo 3. Display boards showing information on the proposed 
roadway design and project schedule. 

Photo 2. Sign-in table at the entrance of the Public 
Hearing. 

Photo 4. Schematic showing the proposed roadway 
design. 1



Photo 5. Detailed proposed roadway design displayed 
for the public.

Photo 7. Boards showing the project proposed 
aesthetics. 

Photo 6. One of two tables provided for the public to submit 
written comments. 

Photo 8. TxDOT staff discussing the proposed project 
with members of the public.

2



Photo 9. Public Hearing presentation.

Photo 11. Adam Jack with TxDOT presenting the 
proposed project to the public.

Photo 10. Members of the public listening to the public 
hearing presentation.

Photo 12. Member of the public commenting on the
proposed project. 3




