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A. Comment/Response Matrix 



Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Interest in 
Project 

Date Received Source 
Support 
Project? 

Topic Comment  Response  

1 Rosa Herman 
Residential 

Property Owner 
or Renter 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
Not entirely 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

While I support the widening of I-10, the removal 
of the overpass is what I'm objecting to. The 
removal of the overpass will throw the traffic back 
to Major and worse to Walden Rd through the 
school zone which will endanger children. There 
have been no traffic surveys in 2017 on Brooks as I 
travel every day.  Brooks Rd is in poor repair by the 
city and traffic has been serious reduced due to 
the condition of the road. Eliminating the overpass 
and not replacing it with I-10 overpass as in Major 
Drive is a decision that will affect the residents of 
Willow creek, the softball fields, Beaumont 
Football Stadium and essentially development up 
and down the other roads between Walden and 
Major. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
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The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

2 Liz Chapman 
Business 

Property Owner 
or Lessee 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
Yes Access 

I am concerned about the close proximity public 
vehicles will now have to the Goodyear and Total 
plants. I am concerned about the additional 
distance emergency response and mutual aid 
vehicles will have to travel to access the Total & 
Goodyear in case of an emergency. 

In response to comments from the public, an auxiliary lane had been included in the design between 
the eastbound entrance ramp from Boyt Road and the eastbound exit ramp to Goodyear and Smith 
Road. Traffic using this route would not be required to enter the mainlanes. Also, the proposed 
access road in front of Goodyear would have a 4’ inside shoulder, 2-12’ lanes and an 8’ outside 
shoulder adjacent to the driveways.  Traffic heading westbound from Beaumont uses the existing jug-
handle ramps today.  The maneuvering around the ramps with increased intersection volumes 
creates additional time delays.  Westbound traffic would experience an approximately 4-mile 
increase in distance, but they will not have to navigate the congested traffic conditions at Smith 
Road.  Eastbound traffic would have more direct access to Goodyear and Total.   

3 Dennis Davis 
Residential 

Property Owner 
or Renter 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
Undecided Flooding 

Very supportive except for the concrete barrier 
which will be all the way to Winnie by project end. 
Harvey flooding overwhelmed all drainage routes 
but finally swept over I-10. A solid barrier would 
add 2.5 feet of flooding on the north side. Unless 
proven otherwise and prefer cable barriers. 

Hurricane Harvey devastated the Beaumont area in August 2017.  The flooding and damage was 
unprecedented.  I-10 was inundated due to the extreme rainfall that fell upon the area.  As part of 
the I-10 project development, a drainage impact analysis was performed to determine the impacts of 
the project on the flooding potential in the area.   
 
Hydraulic models were obtained and/or developed for each stream crossing.  An existing conditions 
model was reviewed to assess how the existing roadway and drainage structures operated during 
various storm events.  The TxDOT Hydraulic Design Manual requires a freeway facility be design for a 
50-year flood frequency.  A 50-year frequency means a rainfall level or event that you have a 2% 
chance of occurring in a single year.  The proposed design was modeled and the culverts, bridges and 
roadway elevations were designed to provide a passable roadway up to and including the 50-year 
rainfall event.   
 
I-10 serves as a significant east/west mobility corridor across Texas and beyond.  We have reviewed 
the Texas Department of Public Safety Evacuation Maps and I-10 is not a designated hurricane 
evacuation route.  Hurricane evacuation routes would need to be designed to higher standards to 
insure lanes are passable during higher level flooding events.   
 
An additional concern mentioned was the placement of the concrete traffic barrier between the 
eastbound and westbound lanes and the impact on potential flood waters.  Cable barriers have a 
purpose to serve and have protected many motorists where there is adequate separation between 
opposing lanes of traffic.  With the high traffic volumes and the high percent of large freight truck 
traffic, the cable barrier will not provide adequate safety to the travelling public.  As a response to 
the concern of water levels on the different sides of the median barrier, we have designed a barrier 
with openings for drainage from one side to the other in the vicinity of the low points in the roadway 
profile.  The drain slots will help convey water from one side of the barrier to the other.   
 
Zone AE (detailed studied floodplain) floodplains exist at Willow Marsh Bayou, Kidd Gully and Bayou 
Din and Zone A (approximate floodplain) floodplains exist at Pevitot Gully.  The excavation (cut) and 
embankment (fill) within the 100-year floodplains have been analyzed.  The project design has been 
adjusted to insure no impacts occur to the floodplain areas.   

4 
Jeff Branick, 

Jefferson 
County Judge 

Elected 
Official/Constitu

ent Concerns 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting 

Yes 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

I support the project but am extremely concerned 
about the loss of the Brooks Road transportation 
corridor over I-10. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
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Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

5 
 

Director of 
Athletics, 

Beaumont ISD - 
Thomas Center 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
No Traffic 

This proposal will make parents and students 
attending athletic events travel too far and be 
limited with options to enter and exit the Thomas 
Center. Traffic will be an issue; Hwy 124 will be 
congested numerous times throughout the year. 

Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
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currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
 

6 Claudio Oliveira 
Business 

Property Owner 
or Lessee 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
Undecided 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

I am the General Manager at the Ford Park 
Entertainment Complex located adjacent to 
Brooks. The biggest concern I have will be overall 
impact to our patrons/customers coming into the 
complex via westbound I-10. Specifically our 
baseball/softball customers who are currently 
directed with road signage to take the Brooks 
overpass Into our complex. This part of our 
operation makes up approximately 40% of tourism 
in Beaumont so I want to make sure we are 
sensitive to them throughout this process, and 
reach a solution with minimal impact.  

Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   

7 Robert Cherny 
Residential 

Property Owner 
or Renter 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

Brooks Road needs access from both east and 
west traffic flows. 

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

8 Ryan C Rogers 
Residential 

Property Owner 
or Renter 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

The Brooks Road overpass is a very important 
overpass for the tax paying citizen at the Willow 
Creek Subdivision. From jumping on the freeway 
to travel to go the short way to get to I-10 for 
work. This overpass brings a lot to this community. 
You should not close this passage way for any 
reason. 

 While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 



Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Interest in 
Project 

Date Received Source 
Support 
Project? 

Topic Comment  Response  

and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

9 
Kenneth 
Minkins 

Residential 
Property Owner 

or Renter 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
What happen to traffic @ B150 complex if 
overpass is taken out? 

 Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   

10 Zheng Tan 
 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting  
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
Would like to keep the Brooks Road overpass. 

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

11 Michael Getz Elected Official Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

While I support the widening of I-10 to 6 lanes, I 
DO NOT support the elimination of the Brooks 
Road overpass and will seek a resolution from the 
Beaumont City Council to oppose this project. As 
currently designed the best case scenario would 
have Brooks Road re-designed in the same manner 
as Major Drive so that IH-10 goes over Brooks 
Road. 

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 
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12 Allison Getz Elected Official Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
No Traffic 

I am opposed to this project. This area includes 
large residential neighborhoods + baseball fields 
that experience traffic – the congestion that would 
result would serve as a detriment to our 
community and its residents. Thank you for 
allowing our input – The Major Drive project was 
exceptional – professionally done and on time – 
how refreshing! 

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

13 
Linda and Mark 

Asteris 

Residential 
Property Owner 

or Renter 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Plan to eliminate crossover of Brooks to get to 
other side of I-10 is totally unacceptable. Need to 
do a count of # of cars using the Brooks Bridge. 
Unacceptable to have to travel to Major and be 
involved in Fair traffic to get on I-10. If Brooks 
Bridge is not open that will mean more traffic in 
school zone on Walden which is already 
overcrowded. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
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14 Mike Goodeaux 
Residential 

Property Owner 
or Renter 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
Yes Traffic 

I see big problems with truck traffic to/from 
Goodyear/Total - ~ 50 trucks/day. 

TxDOT had a project suggestion from the public meeting that is already being implemented to reduce 
travel time to Goodyear and Total.  This option is explained in further detail below.   
 
Currently, an existing 2-way frontage (access) road exists west of Smith Road and south of I-10, and 
services Smith Road and the Goodyear and Total Chemical Plants.  TxDOT's policy outlined in the 
TxDOT Roadway Design Manual under Section 6 is to eliminate all existing two-way frontage roads as 
the adjacent highways are reconstructed or rehabilitated. 
 
The Smith Road partial cloverleaf (jug handle) overpass functions with 2-way ramps.  Trucks and 
vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont must exit and travel the westbound jug handle for 
Smith Road and come to a Stop Sign condition on the north side of I-10.  They travel over I-10 and use 
the eastbound jug handle to access the 2-way frontage road at a Stop Sign condition on the south 
side of I-10.  With the opening of the Love’s Truck Stop and as development continues to occur at the 
Smith Road intersection, this movement will become more difficult and add significant time to each 
trip and may cause more backups with truck traffic.   
 
With the conversion of the two-way frontage road to one-way, TxDOT reviewed the travel distances 
and impacts.  The next interchange to the west with exit ramps to allow a U-turn is FM 365.  This 
would add over 10 miles to a trip for vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont wanting to access 
Goodyear or Total.  Therefore, we developed a plan to reconstruct the Boyt Road overpass and 
provide a westbound exit ramp and an eastbound entrance ramp with auxiliary lane to the new one-
way eastbound frontage road.  Therefore, traffic travelling westbound will experience an 
approximate 4-mile increase in distance, but they will not have to navigate the congested traffic 
conditions at Smith Road.  The auxiliary lane will keep Goodyear and Total traffic, using the Boyt Road 
overpass, from entering the freeway mainlanes.   
 
Goodyear and Total traffic heading eastbound to Beaumont will see no change in their access or 
commute as they use the proposed exit ramp east of Boyt Road. Goodyear and Total traffic leaving 
the plant heading eastbound wanting to access westbound mainlanes to Houston will use a proposed 
U-turn at Smith Road.  The U-turn will allow traffic to turn around and avoid the intersection.  This 
will provide a much easier movement from how they currently have to use the jug handles to access 
the westbound mainlanes today.  

15 Harvey Phelan 

Residential 
Property Owner 

or Renter and 
Business 

Property owner 

Dec. 5, 2017 
Public 

Meeting 
Yes 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

Access road for 50+ year to be put in on IH-10. I 
am a land owner that would be drastically effected 
by the removal of the east west access of Brook 
Rd. over pass removal. Commercial development 
and the corners of Brooks Rd on IH10 would be 
gone. Since the access has been put in the interest 
for commercial development has increased. This is 
a bad idea. Taxes lost for the City of Beaumont 
business district. 

 Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
The potential economic development between Major Drive and Walden Road will not be Impacted. 
The existing frontage roads have access restrictions in the same areas today, but those will not 
change as a result of this this project. Alternative routes are available for mobility and access within 
the area. The existing frontage roads will see increased traffic and exposure, and may enhance 
economic development opportunities.  

16 Mike Blount 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting 

Yes Thanks I’m excited to finally see the modernization of I-10.  Comment noted. 

17 David Farson 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting 

Yes Thanks 

I am glad to see that TxDOT is moving ahead with 
the next step. When finished it should be much 
safer to travel to and from Houston and Baytown 
without traffic bottled up at Smith Rd. and 365 FM. 
Thanks for the Info Meet.  

 Comment noted. 
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18a Marcia Cavett 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting 

No Safety 
Safety. 1. Emergency vehicle quick exit – Major 
Drive intersection congestion, Walden Road School 
congestion, Walden Road intersection congestion.  

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
  
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for safe operation.   
 
Nominal impacts to travel time of approximately two minutes will be experienced by local 
commuters by local commuters if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-
turn lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place 
and provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road. 
 
Emergency response times were reviewed and the response times from Station No. 5 will not be 
affected. Alternate routes for all areas within the project limits are available and provide a response 
time faster or equal to using Brooks Road overpass. 

18b Marcia Carett 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Public 
Meeting  

Traffic 

2. School zone congestion on Walden. 3. Growing 
neighborhood areas. Near future growth. 4. We 
only need an overpass for exit not an intersection. 
Intersection will also cause congestion. We only 
need the egress. ….. rest not legible. 

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
  
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for safe operation.   
 
Nominal impacts to travel time of approximately two minutes will be experienced by local 
commuters by local commuters if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-
turn lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place 
and provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road. 
 

19 Debbie Garrett 
Business 

Property Owner 
or Lessee 

15-Dec-17 Email 
 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

I am the general manager of Gulf Coast RV Resort 
here on Brooks Road.  I am deeply concerned 
about the proposed elimination of the Brooks 
Road overpass. In November alone we had over 
3500 people use that over pass, to come to the RV 
Resort. So far in December we have had over 
1500.  
 
Removing the over pass will impact our business 
considerably, if they are traveling west and have to 
go down to Major Drive to do the u turn, they will 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
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probably go to Hidden Lake RV Park which is at 
Major Dr. instead of coming back to us. 
 
When they leave the RV Resort to travel west, if 
the over pass is removed, will have to go East two 
miles back to Walden Rd, and do the u turn, which 
is a huge inconvenience. 
 
I hope that you reconsider the removal of the 
Brooks Road Overpass, we really do need it. and 
also the many hundreds of people that use the 
overpass to get to the Baseball Fields for their 
games. and also to the Fair every spring. 

it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 
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20 LaRue Rougeau 
Ben J. Rogers 

Regional Visitors 
Center 

19-Dec-17 Email 
 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

This letter is to serve as a comment on the I-10 
Improvements from FM 365 to Walden Road.  I am 
primarily interested in the project from the 
standpoint of my position as Operations Manager 
of the Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitors Center.  Our 
attendance since June 2007 stands at 639,723 as 
of Dec. 1, with a monthly average of 6,000 visitors. 
We have been pleasantly surprised with our 
attendance increase since the Major Drive 
intersection was completed.  It seemed to open up 
the visibility to our center and signage has helped 
the westbound traffic.  Since we opened, one of 
the main questions we heard was “Why are you so 
far from the exit?”  Our center is 2 miles off the 
exit.  We would assure them the I-10 entrance was 
just under the Brooks Road overpass.  As for the 
westbound visitors, they would be worried about 
finding their way back to I-10, thinking they had to 
go to Walden (2 miles) to head west (and a 2 mile 
return to I-10 entrance for a 6 mile round trip).  
When we explain they could take Brooks Road and 
turn left to the service road, they are relieved.  
Having this overpass in view out them at ease.  
We also direct visitors to Hwy. 90 and 105, using 
Brooks Road as a connection to Major Drive north.  
It is a more direct route for them and Major has 
less traffic.  I have concerns about sending them 
farther away (2 miles) to contend with the traffic, 
mainly large trucks, at Walden Road.  This 
intersection is so busy with the trucks heading into 
the Petro Truck Stop, I try to avoid it.  Of course, if 
more people understood a 4-way stop, that might 
help.  I have been on the eastbound service road 
with a large truck heading south at the 4-way, 
when it was my turn to go. Right before I pulled 
out, a car shot out from behind the truck into the 
intersection.  Just yesterday, I was in the left turn 
lane, heading west on Walden and before I was 
halfway through my turn, the southbound cars 
began to proceed, not even waiting for me to clear 
the intersection.  This is pretty scary!  I suppose a 
red light intersection would help prevent this. 
This is a very congested commercial area and does 
not need additional traffic when there is a usable 
overpass to divert traffic from this area. I 
understand the issue of the height requirement 
needs to be addressed and the width will change 
for the eI-10 lanes and the service roads and I have 
no issue with those. I understood that after Major 
Drive was upgraded, Brooks Road would be also, 
due to the need for I-10 to go over all current 
overpasses.  We were excited to hear this as it 
would help our visitors make an easier transition 
to and from our center. I understand this project 
would require more funding, hence the decision 
was made to affect Brooks Road.  

Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
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Travelers with RVs and especially motorhomes 
especially like the convenience of this overpass 
when staying at Gulf Coast RV Park, on Brooks 
Road.  Ball teams and attendees at Ford Fields 
utilize this overpass as they use the Brooks Road 
entrance.  Attendees at Ford Park and the BISD 
football stadium use this overpass heavily.  If the 
decision is made to remove the overpass, I don’t 
think the project will ever be reconsidered.  Once 
it’s down, it will be done. 
I have worked at the Visitors Center for 10 years 
and have talked with thousands of travelers.  I 
believe it won’t be long before more businesses 
are in our area and access to this road as another 
entrance/exit would be beneficial. The west end of 
Beaumont and Jefferson County are ever growing 
and planning for this growth is important.  We 
don’t want to end up like the Dowlen Road area. 
It is my hope that TxDOT will reconsider the 
importance of Brooks Road to the businesses in 
that area and also the importance of those 
businesses to our local economy.  Having a smooth 
and safe transition to our facilities is of the utmost 
importance. 
I appreciate your time and attention to this 
matter. 
 
 
 
 

 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
 

21 Mike Phelan Property Owners 19-Dec-17 Email 
 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

My family are the owners of the four corners of I-
10 and Brooks Road.  We are strongly against the 
removal of the Brooks Road overpass. 
The increase time to travel and emergency 
response  from the Willow Creek, baseball park, 
BISD football stadium and the Ford complex  
should be a concern for all. 
No questions about the devaluation of the 
property that will occur due to the removal of 
access from the present traffic that presently uses 
the overpass and the longer travel time that would 
be required to exit at Walden to get to the north 
property and to exit Major Drive to arrive at the 
south property. 
I am certain that when the purchase of the 
highway right of way occurred  the value that the 
acquiring government agency was required to pay  
was less due to the fact that the property owners 
would not have Brooks Road separated by the new 
highway.  Now it is our position that the state 
cannot make changes to access that will diminish 
the value  to the property. The original purchase of 

Nominal impacts to travel time of approximately two minutes will be experienced by local 
commuters by local commuters if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-
turn lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place 
and provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road. 
 
Emergency response times were reviewed and the response times from Station No. 5 will not be 
affected. Alternate routes for all areas within the project limits are available and provide a response 
time faster or equal to using Brooks Road overpass. 
 
The potential economic development between Major Drive and Walden Road will not be impacted.  
The existing frontage roads have access restrictions in some areas today, but those will not change as 
a result of this project.  Alternative routes are available for mobility and access within the area.  The 
existing frontage roads will see increased traffic and exposure and may enhance economic 
development opportunities. 
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the property was made based on Brooks road 
being an artery over I 10. And compensation was 
calculated on that basis. 

22 Anonymous  

Residential 
Property Owner 

Dec. 18, 2017 
Mailed 

Comment 
No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

Brooks Road overpass is necessary to the residents 
for Willow Creek subdivisions for the following 
reasons: 1. Easy access to I-10 east for traffic 
traveling to local hospitals especially emergencies, 
to ball games – baseball and Ford Park. Walden 
Road and Major Drive become very backed up and 
closing Brooks Road overpass will further 
aggravate those congested roads. Traffic will begin 
to heavily flow through Willow Bend Dr. to get to 
Brooks Rd to Major and will be a hazard to 
residents living in this subdivision. Brooks Road 
overpass is used heavily by many motorists in 
Willow Creek Subdivision as well as those in the 
Fannett Rd area because of convenience and saves 
time for those needing quick access to I-10 east. 
There are hundreds of families traveling to and 
from the baseball field every year. We need that 
quick access to the baseball fields area I-10 east. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
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possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

23 
Donna 

Gehrysch 
Residential 

Property Owner 
18-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

Not 
completely 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

I do support the part of the project that adds lanes 
to I-10. That is a definite need. I do NOT support 
taking down the overpass at Brooks Road. I live in 
the Willow Creek subdivision, just 3 streets over 
form Brooks Road. When I need to go downtown, 
to the mall, or anywhere off of I-10 East I always 
use this overpass. It is my fastest route out. The 
overpass is heavily used by families to reach all the 
baseball fields and is also used heavily when there 
are events at Ford Park or at the BISD stadium. 
This is the fastest route to a hospital. It adds 
precious minutes to wind through the 
neighborhood to reach either Mayor Drive or 
Walden for an EMS driver to reach a hospital. 
Since the extra lanes will be added in the median, I 
fail to see why the overpass can’t stay. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
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Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 
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24 Celeste Salhab 
Residential 

Property Owner 
18-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Brooks Road is an important option when I10 
traffic is backed up. Often the Major Drive exit is 
busy during high traffic times especially the Fair. 
Closing Brooks would divert more traffic onto 
Walden Road, and also make Fair traffic even a 
bigger nightmare. Increasing traffic on Walden 
Road will adversely affect the residential traffic as 
well as the elementary school traffic and school 
crossing. As the population grows with more 
residences and more businesses Brooks Road will 
be needed more than ever. There seems to be no 
rational reason for tearing it down – waste of 
taxpayer money. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor.  While the plan is to remove the 
existing Brooks Road bridge over I-10, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
  
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches.   
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
3,000 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (Year 2018) with 30-year projections (Year 2048) 
showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. 
Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the 
need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks 
Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks 
Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and 
$10 million, respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 
While the Brooks Road overpass is not justified today, we have made design revisions based on the 
public comments received.  The original design included the removal of the existing overpass 
embankments and tying the proposed Brooks Road connections into the frontage roads at a “T” 
intersection.  This would make it more difficult to add an overpass at a later time.  Considering the 
comments received, TxDOT revised the design to keep the existing overpass embankments and to 
utilize the existing jug-handle ramps for connecting Brooks Road to the frontage roads.  This would 
allow for a future I-10 underpass at Brooks Road, should the traffic data and area development justify 
the need, and a funding source can be identified.  A City of Beaumont gateway space would be 
created at the Brooks Road intersection.   

25 
Fabian 

Gabrysch 
Residential 

Property Owner 
18-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment  

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

Eliminating the Brooks Road Overpass will increase 
traffic through the Dishman Elementary School 
Zone. I support the increase in lanes to I10. I do 
not support eliminating the Brooks Road I10 
Overpass. 

Dishman Elementary is located on Champions Dr. approximately 0.1 miles north of Walden Road.  
The intersection of Walden Road at Champions Dr. consists of a fully signalized intersection with 
signal lights, pedestrian signals and crosswalks.  Advance school zone signs with flashing beacons 
existing along Walden on both approaches to the intersection.  The school zones are only in effect 
from 7:30 am to 9:00 am and 3:00 pm to 4:15 pm on school days only.  The school zone controls 
would provide necessary safety measures for any increased traffic on Walden Road.   
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26 Anonymous 
Residential 

Property Owner 
18-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No Traffic 

Traffic will back up and as a resident of this 
neighborhood I will only have one way from the 
interstate to get to my house. Plus traffic will back 
up from all the ballgames and events that take 
place at Ford Park. Ambulances will only have a 
limited way to get to this neighborhood. There will 
be too heavy of a traffic flow through my street in 
the Wilson Creek Subdivision. 

Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 
EMS response times will not be increased due to the removal of Brooks Road.  Response routes and 
times were tabulated using the Brooks Road overpass to the Willow Creek Subdivision, Ford 
Park/Visitors Center, Baseball Fields/Gulf Coast RV, and BISD Thomas Center.  In each case as shown 
below, the response times are shorter using SH 124 (Fannett Road) in comparison to using the Brooks 
Road overpass.   

27 
Jerry and Carol 

Shaw 
Residential 

Property Owner 
18-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Oppose Brooks Road Overpass closure. It would 
create heavy traffic problems on Walden Rd. 
Access to BISD sports area baseball fields and Ford 
Park would be affected. Access to Willow Creek 
neighborhood would be negatively affected. 

Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 

28 Billie Young 
Residential 

Property Owner 
18-Dec-17 Email No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

Scott, I am Residential homeowner in the Willow 
creek Subdivision. I strongly oppose this proposal 
as the only ways to cross I10 would be Major Drive 
or Walden Road nearby. This would create horrible 
traffic problems for our neighborhood, especially 
during events on I10, football, baseball games and 
concerts at Ford Park and the State Fair. 
Emergency ingress or egress for our area is of 
grave concern. You would create the same 
problem that exists near Hwy 69 and Parkdale. We 
would wait in long lines to get out and in to our 
homes. This matter must be reconsidered. Talk 
with the residents affected most! 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
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growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

29 Sheri Brimm 
 

6-Dec-17 Email No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Please reconsider the removal of the Brooks Road 
overpass. This route allows relief of congestion on 
Walden Road from not only interstate traffic, but 
also the school. I am opposed to the removal of 
the Brooks Road overpass. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
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While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

30a 
Mary 

Swandollar 
Rhea 

Residential 
Property Owner 

Dec. 5, 2017 Email No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Please do NOT eliminate this overpass. We live in 
the Willow Creek neighborhood and this is our 
best access to I-10 east and westbound. Thank 
you!  

 TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
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be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 
 

30b 
Mary 

Swandollar 
Rhea 

Residential 
Property Owner 

Undated 
Mailed 

Comment 
No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

This overpass and roadway provide easy access to 
both east and westbound I-10. Walden Rd  is too 
busy with truck traffic. 

  
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

31 
Alice Schwing-

Smith 
Residential 

Property Owner 
6-Dec-17 Email 

 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Mr. Ayres, please find my comments attached 
concerning the IH-10 improvements, a resident of 
the Willow Creek Subdivision since 1990. Not only 
should the Brooks Road/IH-10 bridge not be 
dismantled, it should be replaced like the Major 
Drive bridge and the road replaced w/ drainage 
from IH10 to Major Drive. There are 400 houses in 
the Willow Creek subdivision as well as public 
access to the golf course that is also in the 
subdivision. Closing down Brooks road will cause 
undo strain on Walden Road especially during 
school hours. Brooks Road is not only a daily road 
use bridge/road but it alleviates congestion on 
Walden and Major Drive when high school football 
games are played at the Thomas stadium; 
baseball/softball games and tournaments are 
played at Ford Park as well as other events such as 
the State Fair @Ford Park. Also, installing 3 food 
concrete barriers between Walden and Major will 
only cause huge flooding problems during storm 
events. Do you not recall the Hurricane Harvey 
debacle on IH-10??? In short, I have lived in this 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor. While the existing Brooks Road 
bridge over I-10 will be removed, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches sand contains lead-based paint requiring 
environmental remediation.  Replacement options range between $10 - $15 million and do not make 
it a cost-effective option. 
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2.500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day. The Brooks Road overpass operates at less than 15% of 
capacity.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 
8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not support the need for the Brooks 
Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were 
evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild 
Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, 
respectively.   



Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Interest in 
Project 

Date Received Source 
Support 
Project? 

Topic Comment  Response  

subdivision since 1990. I use Brooks Road and I10 
bridge on a daily basis. I want to see the Brooks 
Road bridge rebuilt like Major drive and the road 
itself reconstructed with proper drainage. 

 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 
 
 

32 Jim Enderle 
 

6-Dec-17 Email Undecided Safety 
I have safety concerns of employees having to 
leave their parking lots and having to turn into 
incoming traffic on the Interstate. 

  
TxDOT proposes to improve the safety of I-10 by adding enhanced safety  features, including 
improved safety lighting, a concrete median barrier, inside shoulders, and a fog detection and alert 
system. TxDOT has a policy of eliminating two-way frontage roads. The partial two-way frontage road 
in front of Goodyear would be converted to  one-way west of Smith Road  by replacing the Boyt Road 
overpass with a partial interchange that includes a westbound exit ramp and eastbound entrance 
ramp. 
 
In response to public comments concerning access to Goodyear, an auxiliary lane was added to the 
design between the eastbound entrance ramp from Boyt Road and the eastbound exit ramp to 
Goodyear and Smith Road. Traffic using this route would not be required to enter the freeway 
mainlanes. 
 
I-10 is a controlled access facility.  Therefore, driveways are not allowed to enter mainlane freeway 
traffic.  Of particular concern is the eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden 
Road.  The original traffic control sequencing plan had the eastbound mainlane traffic shifted to the 
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existing eastbound frontage road during project construction.  This would affect the access to Ford 
Park, Visitor Center, Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center and have significant impacts on the 
facilities’ operations. Therefore, the traffic control sequence of construction has been analyzed and 
revised to maintain the existing 2-lane eastbound access road throughout the project construction 
and keep the mainlane traffic separated from the traffic accessing the facilities along the eastbound 
frontage road.   

 

33 
Thomas 

Patchimrat  
6-Dec-17 Email 

 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

I went to the open house (for I-10 FM 365 to 
Walden) last night. It was very informative. Good 
job! I live near Walden and Major. Please 
reconsider removing the Brooks Road overpass. I 
use it when traffic backs up and when going to the 
BISD stadium. Thanks. 

 While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The embankment at the Brooks Road intersection will be used to create a gateway space for the City 
of Beaumont to inform drivers where they are and promote tourism, as it affords an opportunity to 
advertise features within the region. The identity, character, and brand of the City of Beaumont can 
be prominently displayed as the nearly 50,000 vehicles per day travel through this location.  
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for the safety of all vehicles using Brooks Road. 

34 Lynn Cherry 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec. 5, 2017 Email No Access 

Resident since 1990. I do Not support the 
proposal. We are a community of 400+ single 
family homes. Restricted access to I10 in 
emergency situation. Restricted access into the 
neighborhood during emergency situations. Thus 
increasing response time into or out of our 
neighborhood. Increases traffic on Walden Road 
(school zone). Decreases access to Ford Park and 
Carroll Thomas Stadium. I did not have access to 
the form. Hope my opinion counts. 

 While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
EMS response times will not be increased due to the removal of Brooks Road.  Response routes and 
times were tabulated using the Brooks Road overpass to the Willow Creek Subdivision, Ford 
Park/Visitors Center, Baseball Fields/Gulf Coast RV, and BISD Thomas Center.  In each case as shown 
below, the response times are shorter using SH 124 (Fannett Road) in comparison to using the Brooks 
Road overpass.   
 
  

35 
Garland and 

Kathy Tredway  
6-Dec-17 Email 

 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
We live on Champions Drive in Willow Creek and 
use Brooks Road all the time. Please do not close. 

  While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes using the existing jug-
handle ramps at Brooks Road and keeping the overpass embankments in place. This will provide for a 
possible future Brooks Road overpass should the traffic numbers justify it and a funding source can 
be identified.  The existing ramps will provide for traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize 
any additional traffic to the Walden Road intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from 
Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit 
ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic heading eastbound on the frontage road 
between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road 
intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining these two ramps will alleviate additional 
traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
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36 Brent W. Coon 
 

7-Dec-17 Email 
 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

Scott, It has come to my attention TxDOT is 
considering removal of the I-10 overpass of Brooks 
road as part of a widening project. In addition to 
being a resident only a few hundred yards from 
the convenience of this overpass, I am the owner 
of the golf course and event center right off of 
Brooks road. We get literally tens of thousands of 
guests here every year, and many utilize to 
convenience of the Brooks road overpass. In 
addition, this area has grown by over 1000 homes 
and will continue to do so as a result of the new 
school here, proximity to freeway, and a wide area 
of infrastructure community support with 
restaurant, retailers, and others locating here.  
The areas adjacent to the freeway here face heavy 
traffic patterns along the freeway and service 
roads with the Ford Park Events complex, (which 
holds 15,000 plus), the regional baseball complex, 
the new football stadium (which holds over 5,000) 
the 10 theatre movie complex, and a half dozen 
hotels that have located in recent years just in the 
Walden to Major stretch. Brooks is the only 
crossing between them, and denying access there 
is going to create immediate traffic problems and 
compound them down the road as the 
Southwestern section of town continues to grow 
as a result of limited other space and the addition 
of access/service roads now built along this stretch 
as well (not to mention the recent widening of 
Major drive and Walden road). Walden also has 
the problem of extensive new residential 
development creating traffic patterns and the new 
school, which also involves a necessary students 
crossing the kids there. All of these present issues, 
as well as future ones, strongly suggest the 
continued access of a crossing on I-10 at Brooks. 
This is all just discussing the present situation on 
the areas IMMEDIATELY adjacent to this corridor, 
but the extension of residential development 
along this last underdeveloped section of town 
along the freeway as well as continued transition 
of agricultural lands on both sides of this area will 
exponentially increase traffic patterns over the 
next decade. 
The YMBL State Fair at the Ford Park complex 
alone brings in 500,000 visitors over the 10 day 
period. Traffic at Major is at a standstill when this 
occurs, as well as any time there is a major concert 
or other event, which occurs weekly if not more 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor.  While the plan is to remove the 
existing Brooks Road bridge over I-10, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
  
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches.   
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic count) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively. 
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
  
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
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often. This crossing needs to stay in place. 
We are addressing these concerns with City 
Council, the County Commissioners, and the major 
stakeholders in the area for further feedback to 
TxDOT. Thanks for the consideration. 

to provide for safe operation.   
 
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 
 
While the Brooks Road overpass is not justified today, we have made design revisions based on the 
public comments received.  The original design included the removal of the existing overpass 
embankments and tying the proposed Brooks Road connections into the frontage roads at a “T” 
intersection.  This would make it more difficult to add an overpass at a later time.  Considering the 
comments received, TxDOT revised the design to keep the existing overpass embankments and to 
utilize the existing jug-handle ramps for connecting Brooks Road to the frontage roads.  This would 
allow for a future I-10 underpass at Brooks Road, should the traffic data and area development justify 
the need, and a funding source can be identified.  A City of Beaumont gateway space would be 
created at the Brooks Road intersection.   
 
I-10 is a controlled access facility.  Therefore, driveways are not allowed to enter mainlane freeway 
traffic.  Of particular concern is the eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden 
Road.  The original traffic control sequencing plan had the eastbound mainlane traffic shifted to the 
existing eastbound frontage road during project construction.  This would affect the access to Ford 
Park, Visitor Center, Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center and have significant impacts on the 
facilities’ operations. Therefore, the traffic control sequence of construction has been analyzed and 
revised to maintain the existing 2-lane eastbound access road throughout the project construction 
and keep the mainlane traffic separated from the traffic accessing the facilities along the eastbound 
frontage road.   
 
Also, TxDOT is aware of the South Texas State Fair held at Ford Park each year near the end of March.  
TxDOT also understands the positive economic impact for Jefferson County and the City of 
Beaumont.  The project construction sequencing will have work restrictions and possible milestones 
incentives/disincentives to insure the event can be accommodated and impacts to traffic will be 
minimized.   
 
 

37a Mike Goodeaux 
 

7-Dec-17 Email 
 

Truck Traffic 

1.    Truck and small car traffic in front 
of the Goodyear and Total Chemical plants going 
to Smith Road will at least quadruple, due to the 
“Love’s” fuel station and other Smith road traffic. 
The location of the exit relative to Smith Road and 
the two plants will lead to trucks and cars driving 
high speeds directly in front of both plants. 100 
small cars/trucks and 50 semi-trucks exit the 
plants via that feeder road. This will certainly lead 
to increased risk at plant exit onto I-10 feeder. 
a.     The GOAL 
                       i.    Keep as much ”non-plant” traffic 
off of the feeder that passes directly in front of the  
plants 
                       ii.    Reduce potential for collisions of 
trucks containing flammable/explosive materials 
b.    One solution 
              i.    Extend the feeder road from Boyt to 
Smith 
              ii.    Relocate the Eastbound exit to the 
plants west of Boyt Road 
              iii.    Relocate the Smith Road exit (from I-

TxDOT had a project suggestion from the public meeting that is already being implemented to reduce 
travel time to Goodyear and Total.  This option is explained in further detail below.   
Currently, an existing 2-way frontage (access) road exists west of Smith Road and south of I-10, and 
services Smith Road and the Goodyear and Total Chemical Plants.  TxDOT's policy outlined in the 
TxDOT Roadway Design Manual under Section 6 is to eliminate all existing two-way frontage roads as 
the adjacent highways are reconstructed or rehabilitated. 
 
According to the TxDOT Roadway Design Manual, two-way frontage road operations have the 
following disadvantages: 

 Higher crash rates are normally experienced when the frontage roads are two-way. In large 
part, this is because of the risk of essentially head-on collisions at the ramp intersection with 
the 2-way frontage road.  

 Increased potential for wrong-way entry to the mainlanes. 

 The intersections of the frontage roads with the arterials are much more complicated. Left 
turns from the arterial onto the frontage road must be accommodated from both directions. 
Accordingly, the signal phasing and sequencing options normally available at signalized 
diamond interchanges cannot be used.  

 The overall traffic-carrying capacity of the frontage roads is substantially less than if the 
same facility were re-striped for one-way operation.  

Existing two-way frontage roads should be converted to one-way operation when one or more of the 
following conditions occur.  

 Queuing on the frontage road approach routinely backs up from the arterial intersection to 
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10 Eastbound) downstream of the plants 
2.    Extra miles caused by “improvements” 
a.    Elimination of the two-way feeder between 
Smith Road and the two chemical plants adds ~ 10 
miles per day per driver (next exit is 365. ~ 5 miles 
West of Smith Road) 
b.    X100 cars per day adds 1,000 miles per day 
driving to the plant 
c.    X365 days = 365,000 miles per year 
d.    The GOAL – Eliminate extra miles 
e.    Possible solutions/patches 
    i.    Keep the two way or add a 2nd “feeder” for 
the plant 
    ii.    Create the Boyt Road exit from Westbound 
I-10 and Eastbound I-10 entrance from Boyt Road 
(cuts the “extra” driving by half) 

within 100 ft. of a freeway entrance or exit ramp gore.  

 The level-of-service of a signalized intersection of the frontage road and the arterial drops 
below level-of-service C.  

 Queuing in the counter-flow direction (i.e. that which would not exist if the frontage road 
were one-way) routinely backs up from the stop line at a freeway entrance or exit ramp to 
within 100 ft. of the arterial street.  

 Accident rate comparisons are above the statewide average accident rate for two-way 
frontage roads.  

 Major freeway reconstruction or rehabilitation is occurring in a developed or developing 
area. 

The Smith Road partial cloverleaf (jug handle) overpass functions with 2-way ramps.  Trucks and 
vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont must exit and travel the westbound jug handle for 
Smith Road and come to a Stop Sign condition on the north side of I-10.  They travel over I-10 and use 
the eastbound jug handle to access the 2-way frontage road at a Stop Sign condition on the south 
side of I-10.  With the opening of the Love’s Truck Stop and as development continues to occur at the 
Smith Road intersection, this movement will become more difficult and add significant time to each 
trip and may cause more backups with truck traffic.   
With the conversion of the two-way frontage road to one-way, we reviewed the travel distances and 
impacts.  The next interchange to the west with exit ramps to allow a U-turn is FM 365.  This would 
add over 10 miles to a trip for vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont wanting to access 
Goodyear or Total.  Therefore, we developed a plan to reconstruct the Boyt Road overpass and 
provide a westbound exit ramp and an eastbound entrance ramp with auxiliary lane to the new one-
way eastbound frontage road.  Therefore, traffic travelling westbound will experience an 
approximate 4-mile increase in distance, but they will not have to navigate the congested traffic 
conditions at Smith Road.  The auxiliary lane will keep Goodyear and Total traffic, using the Boyt Road 
overpass, from entering the freeway mainlanes.   
 
Goodyear and Total traffic heading eastbound to Beaumont will see no change in their access or 
commute as they use the proposed exit ramp east of Boyt Road. Goodyear and Total traffic leaving 
the plant heading eastbound wanting to access westbound mainlanes to Houston will use a proposed 
U-turn at Smith Road.  The U-turn will allow traffic to turn around and avoid the intersection.  This 
will provide a much easier movement from how they currently have to use the jug handles to access 
the westbound mainlanes today.  
 

38 Hazel Adair 
Residential 

Property Owner 
8-Dec-17 Email No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

I use the Brooks Rd overpass to exit from my 
residence. Would be very inconvenient to not have 
it. 

 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   

39 L. Scott Wolfe 
Residential 

Property Owner 
11-Dec-17 Email Yes 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

I oppose the removal of Brook Rd overpass. I 
believe there are several hundred users/day. It’s a 
bypass during Fair and events. Access all the way 
to college before east of airport. Extend plan a few 
hundred feet to tie into the 3 lanes transitioning 
into Hwy 69 interchange. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor.  While TxDOT does plan to 
remove the existing Brooks Road bridge over I-10, design adjustments have been made as a result of 
the public comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches.   
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic count) with 30-year projections 
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(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively.   
 
While the Brooks Road overpass is not justified today, TxDOT has made design revisions based on the 
public comments received.  The original design included the removal of the existing overpass 
embankments and tying the proposed Brooks Road connections into the frontage roads at a “T” 
intersection.  This would make it more difficult to add an overpass at a later time.  Considering the 
comments received, TxDOT revised the design to keep the existing overpass embankments and to 
utilize the existing jug-handle ramps for connecting Brooks Road to the frontage roads.  This would 
allow for a future I-10 underpass at Brooks Road, should the traffic data and area development justify 
the need, and a funding source can be identified.  A City of Beaumont gateway space would be 
created at the Brooks Road intersection.   
 

40 
Raylene 
Lapierre 

Residential 
Property Owner 

11-Dec-17 Email Yes 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Attached is my completed comment form 
regarding the I-10 improvements. I adamantly 
oppose the removal of the Brooks Rd overpass 
although I agree with the other improvements. 
With the exception of removing the Brooks Rd 
overpass – I oppose that part of the project. This 
overpass is a necessity I use this exit /overpass 
every day to get in and out of my subdivision. I do 
not use Walden because it is so backed up with the 
School and Major exit is out of the way and 
absolutely impossible with traffic if anything is 
happening at Ford Park. Removing the Brooks Rd 
overpass is a bad idea as it will push more traffic 
onto Walden and Mayor which is already 
bottlenecked. Keep the Brooks Rd overpass! 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor.  While the plan is to remove the 
existing Brooks Road bridge over I-10, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
 
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches.   
 
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic count) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
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traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for safe operation.   
 
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 
 

41 Richard Evans 
Residential 

Property Owner 
8-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

My wife, I and our neighbors use Brooks Road to 
access I-10 eastbound to go to work and shop in 
Beaumont on a daily basis. Please don’t remove 
the overpass and extend our commute into town. 

 Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 

42 
Doreen J 
Hammer 

Residential 
Property Owner 

1-Dec-17 
Mailed 

Comment 
No 

Brooks Road 
Overpass 

I oppose the closing of the Brooks Rd overpass @ 
I10. Jefferson County 

 Comment noted. 

43 Pamela Jack 
 

Dec. 5, 2017 Email Yes 
Support for 

Project 

After reviewing the information we are in full 
support of the project, including the removal of 
the overpass at Brooks Rd. The overpass does not 
serve any significant purpose related to daily 
travel, emergency response, or daily school 
activities. Thank you for all TxDOT does! 

 Comment noted. 

44 Patti Calhoun 
Residential 

Property Owner 
11-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No Traffic 

We do not need increased traffic on Walden Road, 
or the intersections of Walden and I10. I do not 
see the need to spend tax payers money on this 
project which doesn’t seem to be necessary. 

TxDOT has reviewed numerous design options for the I-10 corridor.  While the plan is to remove the 
existing Brooks Road bridge over I-10, design adjustments have been made as a result of the public 
comments.   
The TxDOT Transportation Commission adopted a mobility freight plan in January 2016.  Section 
11.6.5 states, “TxDOT should develop a Bridge Reconstruction and Replacement Program to address 
deficient bridges, increase vertical clearance to 18 feet 6 inches to accommodate 
oversize/overweight vehicles and military transportation needs and facilitate efficient movement of 
people and goods.” The existing Brooks Road overpass has a vertical clearance of 15 feet 11 inches 
and does not meet the adopted criteria of 18 feet 6 inches.   
Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively.   
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
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Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 
 

45 Francesca Crain 
Residential 

Property Owner 
29-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Just moved to the area and was very happy that 
the Brooks Rd overpass was accessible to the I-10. 
Would be greatly disappointed if it were to close! 

 TxDOT proposes to remove the Brooks Road overpass bridge and keep the existing entrance and exit 
ramps between Brooks Road and Walden Road. The existing overpass at Brooks Road cannot remain 
in place. Built in 1961 and over 50 years old, the overpass is designated functionally obsolete by 
bridge inspection standards. The Brooks Road overpass does not meet current design standards of 
18-ft 5 in. clearance and contains lead-based paint requiring environmental remediation. Traffic 
volumes using the Brooks Road overpass do not warrant an overpass structure today. TxDOT 
obtained traffic counts in December 2017 verifying that less than 2.500 cars per day use the overpass 
and the overpass operates at less than 15% of capacity. 

46 Benjamin Crain 
Residential 

Property Owner 
22-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
We frequently use the Brooks Rd overpass. Please 
do no close this overpass. 

 TxDOT proposes to remove the Brooks Road overpass bridge and keep the existing 
entrance and exit ramps between Brooks Road and Walden Road. The existing overpass at 
Brooks Road cannot remain in place. Built in 1961 and over 50 years old, the overpass is 
designated functionally obsolete by bridge inspection standards. The Brooks Road overpass 
does not meet current design standards of 18-ft 5 in. clearance and contains lead-based 
paint requiring environmental remediation. Traffic volumes using the Brooks Road overpass 
do not warrant an overpass structure today. TxDOT obtained traffic counts in December 
2017 verifying that less than 2.500 cars per day use the overpass and the overpass operates 
at less than 15% of capacity. 
 

47 Patrick Barton 
Residential 

Property Owner 
22-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

The Brooks road overpass is used too much to just 
do away with it. It is clear to me that TxDOT did 
not research this prior to making this decision. 

 Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Road intersection.  It is estimated that less 
than 2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic count) with 30-year 
projections (Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 
cars per day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data 
does not support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three 
alternatives for the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip 
Interchange (I-10 over Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs 
associated were $0, $15 million and $10 million, respectively.   
 
While the Brooks Road overpass is not justified today, TxDOT has made design revisions based on the 
public comments received.  The original design included the removal of the existing overpass 
embankments and tying the proposed Brooks Road connections into the frontage roads at a “T” 
intersection.  This would make it more difficult to add an overpass at a later time.  Considering the 
comments received, we revised the design to keep the existing overpass embankments and to utilize 
the existing jug-handle ramps for connecting Brooks Road to the frontage roads.  This would allow for 
a future I-10 underpass at Brooks Road, should the traffic data and area development justify the 
need, and a funding source can be identified.  A City of Beaumont gateway space would be created at 
the Brooks Road intersection.   
 

48 William Nantz 
Residential 

Property Owner 
21-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

The Brooks Road overpass must be rebuilt as part 
of the IH-10 widening project. There is heavy 
annual use of the overpass including access to 
football, soccer, baseball and softball games plus 
the RV Park and SE Texas State Fair and other 
event at Ford  Park. Why are the overpasses in 
west Jefferson county on IH-10 being rebuilt when 
their use must be much less than that at Brooks 
Road?  Was a use study ever conducted at all the 
overpasses? 

 Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic count) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
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southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While the Brooks Road overpass is not justified today, TxDOT has made design revisions based on the 
public comments received.  The original design included the removal of the existing overpass 
embankments and tying the proposed Brooks Road connections into the frontage roads at a “T” 
intersection.  This would make it more difficult to add an overpass at a later time.  Considering the 
comments received, TxDOT revised the design to keep the existing overpass embankments and to 
utilize the existing jug-handle ramps for connecting Brooks Road to the frontage roads.  This would 
allow for a future I-10 underpass at Brooks Road, should the traffic data and area development justify 
the need, and a funding source can be identified.  A City of Beaumont gateway space would be 
created at the Brooks Road intersection.   
 

49 Shirley Nantz 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec 21 2017 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Traffic on Brooks Road and the overpass is 
constant and at times heavy. Lots of sporting 
events. Why would you even consider not 
rebuilding the overpass? The ones near Winnie 
have much less use and you're rebuilding them.  
Rebuild the overpass!! 

 Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic counts) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While the Brooks Road overpass is not justified today, TxDOT has made design revisions based on the 
public comments received.  The original design included the removal of the existing overpass 
embankments and tying the proposed Brooks Road connections into the frontage roads at a “T” 
intersection.  This would make it more difficult to add an overpass at a later time.  Considering the 
comments received, TxDOT revised the design to keep the existing overpass embankments and to 
utilize the existing jug-handle ramps for connecting Brooks Road to the frontage roads.  This would 
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allow for a future I-10 underpass at Brooks Road, should the traffic data and area development justify 
the need, and a funding source can be identified.  A City of Beaumont gateway space would be 
created at the Brooks Road intersection.   
 

50 Louise Legere 
Residential 

Property Owner 
21-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Closing Brooks Rd overpass would cause an impact 
of residents at Willow Creek getting to I-10 
eastbound and to Hwy 124. It would affect travels 
on I-10 westbound going to the RV park on Brooks 
Rd. Closing Brooks Rd overpass would affect the 
restaurant business in Beaumont from individuals 
playing at the baseball/softball complex. The 
families in town for games would have a harder 
time returning from eating if overpass is closed. 

 Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for safe operation.   

51 Rose DeRouen 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Dec 21 2017 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

More traffic diverted to Walden Rd school on 
Champions causing more traffic increased risk for 
kids.  Residents in Willow Creek using Brooks as 
entry in and out will increase traffic on Willow 
Bend. 

 Traffic data was collected and tabulated for the Brooks Rd intersection.  It is estimated that less than 
2,500 cars per day utilize Brooks Road today (December 2017 traffic count) with 30-year projections 
(Year 2048) showing 4,600 cars per day.  In comparison, Walden Road shows over 19,000 cars per 
day and S. Major Drive shows 8,950 cars per day for the year 2048.  While the traffic data does not 
support the need for the Brooks Road overpass, alternatives were considered.  Three alternatives for 
the Brooks Road overpass were evaluated. No Build (eliminate overpass), Flip Interchange (I-10 over 
Brooks Road), and Rebuild Overpass (Brooks Rd over I-10) and the costs associated were $0, $15 
million and $10 million, respectively.   
 
Previous investment has been made at the Major Drive intersection to accommodate the future 
growth and economic development in the area.  Turnarounds exist at Walden Road and Major Drive, 
facilitating traffic movements without stops or passing through the intersections.  Traffic headed 
southbound on Brooks Road to eastbound I-10 will utilize the frontage road and travel 1-mile west 
and use the Major Drive turnaround for a total additional trip length of 2 miles. 
 
Access to the area public facilities will not be substantially impacted by the removal of Brooks Road.  
The westbound frontage road is access controlled and does not have any access points.  The 
eastbound frontage road between S. Major Drive and Walden Road has Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
Baseball Fields, and BISD Thomas Center.  Westbound traffic accessing Ford Park, the Visitor Center, 
or Baseball Fields would travel to S. Major Drive and use the turnaround today.  This will be 
unchanged.  Westbound traffic accessing BISD Thomas Center would travel to S. Major Drive rather 
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than cross over I-10 at Brooks Road.  This would add approximately 2 miles to the trip.  Eastbound 
traffic entering the City of Beaumont from Houston and accessing the public facilities along I-10 
currently exit S. Major Drive and stay on the eastbound frontage road to their destination.  This 
would remain unchanged.   
 
While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on -10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   
 
The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for safe operation.   
 
It is not expected that removal of the Brooks Road overpass would cause traffic congestion. 
 

52 Michael Gerdes 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Undated 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
Loss of overpass would lengthen the time and 
distance to my office. 

 TxDOT has calculated that local commuters will only experience nominal impacts to travel time 
(approximately 2 minutes) if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-turn 
lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place and 
provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road.  

53 Patricia Gerdes 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Undated 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
This project would be a major inconvenience in 
our neighborhood. 

 TxDOT has calculated that local commuters will only experience nominal impacts to travel time 
(approximately 2 minutes) if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-turn 
lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place and 
provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road. 
 

54 Clifford Cavett 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Undated 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

We need more than one exit out of this 
development. It is very dangerous to have only 1 
exit (Walden Road) to get to the freeway to get to 
the hospital. 

While Brooks Road overpass will be removed, the proposed design includes keeping the westbound 
exit ramp and eastbound entrance ramp east of Brooks Road.  These two ramps will provide for 
traffic movements for Brooks Road and minimize any additional traffic to the Walden Road 
intersection.  Vehicles travelling westbound from Beaumont desiring to access Brooks Road will cross 
Walden Road on I-10 and use the existing exit ramp between Walden Road and Brooks Road.  Traffic 
heading eastbound on the frontage road between S. Major Drive and Brooks Road will use the 
entrance ramp prior to the Walden Road intersection and near the BISD Thomas Center.  Maintaining 
these two ramps will alleviate additional traffic through the Walden Road intersection.   

The proposed design will also include reconstruction and improvement of a portion of the eastbound 
and westbound frontage roads at Brooks Road.  Desirable deceleration lanes for the exiting traffic 
and acceleration lanes for the entering traffic from Brooks Road to the frontage roads are designed 
to provide for safe operation.   

EMS response times will not be increased due to the removal of Brooks Road.  Response routes and 
times were tabulated using the Brooks Road overpass to the Willow Creek Subdivision, Ford 
Park/Visitors Center, Baseball Fields/Gulf Coast RV, and BISD Thomas Center.  In each case as shown 
below, the response times are shorter using SH 124 (Fannett Road) in comparison to using the Brooks 
Road overpass.   

 



Commenter 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Interest in 
Project 

Date Received Source 
Support 
Project? 

Topic Comment  Response  

55 Edwin Bearb 
Residential 

Property Owner 
19-Dec-17 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
Too many workers travel to and from work. This is 
from Willow creek and other areas nearby. 

 TxDOT has calculated that local commuters will only experience nominal impacts to travel time 
(approximately 2 minutes) if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-turn 
lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place and 
provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road. 

56 
Dan and Denise 

Oliphant 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Undated 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Closing Brooks Rd would cut access into Willow 
Creek from 3 to 2. Currently there is easy access to 
the Interstate. There is better access to all of the 
facilities on the south side of Interstate 10. There 
is currently easy access directly to Fannett Road. 
The traffic would be heavier on Walden and Major 
Dr. in the am and pm. It just doesn't' seem feasible 
to close Brooks Road. We are totally against it. 

 TxDOT has calculated that local commuters will only experience nominal impacts to travel time 
(approximately 2 minutes) if avoiding alternate routes. Commuters will use the dedicated U-turn 
lanes at Major Drive and Walden Road. The existing exit and entrance ramps will remain in place and 
provide convenient exits to Brooks Road and minimize additional traffic in the Walden Road 
intersection. Willow Creek Subdivision residents make up less than 15% of the traffic using Brooks 
Road. 

57 Leigh Harvey 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Undated 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 
I do not agree with closure of overpass@Brooks 
Rd. 

 Comment noted. 

58 Saurabh Singh 
Residential 

Property Owner 
Undated 

Mailed 
Comment 

No 
Brooks Road 

Overpass 

Please stop this overpass destruction. You cannot 
repair a road (Brooks road has major potholes) 
which is a constructive thing to do; instead you are 
wanting to do something destructive.  Shame on 
you!! 

 TxDOT proposes to remove the Brooks Road overpass bridge and keep the existing entrance and exit 
ramps between Brooks Road and Walden Road. The existing overpass at Brooks Road cannot remain 
in place. Built in 1961 and over 50 years old, the overpass is designated functionally obsolete by 
bridge inspection standards. The Brooks Road overpass does not meet current design standards of 
18-ft 5 in. clearance and contains lead-based paint requiring environmental remediation. Traffic 
volumes using the Brooks Road overpass do not warrant an overpass structure today. TxDOT 
obtained traffic counts in December 2017 verifying that less than 2.500 cars per day use the overpass 
and the overpass operates at less than 15% of capacity. 
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Notice of Public Meeting 

Proposed Improvements to I-10 from FM 365 East to Walden Road (CR 131) 

On Tuesday, December 5, 2017, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will hold an open 
house meeting to allow the public to view and comment on proposed improvements to Interstate 
Highway (IH) 10 from Farm-to-Market (FM) 365 east to Walden Road (County Road 131) in Jefferson 
County. The meeting will be held at the Ben Rogers Regional Visitors Center, located at 5055 I-10 
South in Beaumont, Texas from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. The meeting will be held in a come-and-go format, 
so the public may attend at their convenience. Staff will be available to answer questions. 

The purpose of the project is to enhance safety and increase mobility by widening and reconstructing 
I-10.  Currently, I-10 consists of four 12-foot wide travel lanes (two in each direction), 10-foot wide 
outside shoulders and 4-foot wide inside shoulders. The proposed project involves reconstructing and 
widening I-10 to a six-lane highway (3 lanes in each direction) with 12-foot wide travel lanes, 10-foot 
wide outside shoulders, 10-foot wide inside shoulders, and a concrete median barrier. 

TxDOT is proposing to widen and improve the interchange at Walden Road. The project also includes 
rebuilding I-10 as an overpass across Smith Road; currently Smith Road is an overpass across I-10. 
Local access at Smith Road would be improved, along with improving drainage and extending the 
existing frontage roads west of Smith Road.  The project will remove the Brooks Road overpass. 

All work will occur within the existing right-of-way (ROW). No additional ROW, permanent, or 
temporary easements are required; therefore, no displacements or relocations of residences and 
businesses will be necessary as a result of the proposed work. 

Maps showing the project location, preliminary design, and other information regarding the project 
are on file and available for public review Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Beaumont District Office, 8350 Eastex Freeway, Beaumont, Texas 77708. The 
public is also encouraged to visit www.txdot.gov or view the online meeting notice at:  
www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings.html. Comments must be 
received on or before Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017, to be part of the meeting summary report. 

The public meeting will be conducted in English. Anyone interested in attending the meeting that may 
need an interpreter or who has special communication or accommodation needs is encouraged to call 
Scott Ayres at (409) 892-7311. Requests should be made at least two days before the public meeting. 
Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate special needs. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 



 

 
 
 
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA 
and TxDOT. 

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, please contact Ahmed 
Gaily, TxDOT Beaumont District Design Engineer, at (409) 892-7311 or at ahmed.gaily@txdot.gov. 
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La Rue Rougeau 
Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitors Center 

5055 I-10 South 
Beaumont, TX  77705 

409-842-0500 
 

Scott Ayres 

TxDOT Beaumont District 

8350 Eastex Freeway 

Beaumont, TX  77708 

 

Mr. Ayres,  

 

This letter is to serve as a comment on the I-10 Improvements from FM 365 to Walden Road.  I 

am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of my position as Operations 

Manager of the Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitors Center.  Our attendance since June 2007 stands 

at 639,723 as of Dec. 1, with a monthly average of 6,000 visitors. 

 

We have been pleasantly surprised with our attendance increase since the Major Drive 

intersection was completed.  It seemed to open up the visibility to our center and signage has 

helped the westbound traffic.   

 

Since we opened, one of the main questions we heard was “Why are you so far from the exit?”.  

Our center is 2 miles off the exit.  We would assure them the I-10 entrance was just under the 

Brooks Road overpass.  As for the westbound visitors, they would be worried about finding 

their way back to I-10, thinking they had to go to Walden (2 miles) to head west (and a 2 mile 

return to I-10 entrance for a 6 mile round trip).  When we explain they could take Brooks Road 

and turn left to the service road, they are relieved.  Having this overpass in view out them at 

ease.  

 

We also direct visitors to Hwy. 90 and 105, using Brooks Road as a connection to Major Drive 

north.  It is a more direct route for them and Major has less traffic.  I have concerns about 

sending them farther away (2 miles) to contend with the traffic, mainly large trucks, at Walden 

Road.  This intersection is so busy with the trucks heading into the Petro Truck Stop, I try to 

avoid it.  Of course, if more people understood a 4-way stop, that might help.  I have been on 

the eastbound service road with a large truck heading south at the 4-way, when it was my turn 

to go. Right before I pulled out, a car shot out from behind the truck into the intersection.  Just 

yesterday, I was in the left turn lane, heading west on Walden and before I was halfway 

through my turn, the southbound cars began to proceed, not even waiting for me to clear the 

intersection.  This is pretty scary!  I suppose a red light intersection would help prevent this. 

 

This is a very congested commercial area and does not need additional traffic when there is a 

usable overpass to divert traffic from this area. 

 



La Rue Rougeau 
Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitors Center 

5055 I-10 South 
Beaumont, TX  77705 

409-842-0500 
 

 

 

 

I understand the issue of the height requirement needs to be addressed and the width will 

change for the I-10 lanes and the service roads and I have no issue with those.  I do not agree 

that the overpass at Brooks Road should be taken down permanently.  I understood that after 

Major Drive was upgraded, Brooks Road would be also, due to the need for I-10 to go over all 

current overpasses.  We were excited to hear this as it would help our visitors make an easier 

transition to and from our center. I understand this project would require more funding, hence 

the decision was made to affect Brooks Road.  

 

Travelers with RVs and especially motorhomes especially like the convenience of this overpass 

when staying at Gulf Coast RV Park, on Brooks Road.  Ball teams and attendees at Ford Fields 

utilize this overpass as they use the Brooks Road entrance.  Attendees at Ford Park and the BISD 

football stadium use this overpass heavily.  If the decision is made to remove the overpass, I 

don’t think the project will ever be reconsidered.  Once it’s down, it will be done. 

 

I have worked at the Visitors Center for 10 years and have talked with thousands of travelers.  I 

believe it won’t be long before more businesses are in our area and access to this road as 

another entrance/exit would be beneficial. The west end of Beaumont and Jefferson County are 

ever growing and planning for this growth is important.  We don’t want to end up like the 

Dowlen Road area. 

 

It is my hope that TxDOT will reconsider the importance of Brooks Road to the businesses in 

that area and also the importance of those businesses to our local economy.  Having a smooth 

and safe transition to our facilities is of the utmost importance. 

 

I appreciate your time and attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

LaRue Rougeau 
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Ross, Hillary

From: Mike Phelan <maphelan@phelaninvestments.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2017 11:32 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Cc: PAT PHELAN
Subject: Fwd: Proposed 1-10 widening and Brooks Road overpass removal

>
>
>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>>
>>>> Mr Ayres
>>>>   My family are the owners of the four corners of IH 10 and Brooks Road.  We are strongly against the removal of
the Brooks Road overpass.
>>>> The increase time to travel and emergency response  from the Willow Creek, baseball park, BISD football stadium
and the Ford complex  should;d be a concern for all.
>>>> No questions about the devaluation of the property that will occur
>>>> do to the removal of access from the present traffic that presently uses the overpass and the longer travel time
that would be required to exit at Walden to get to the north property and to exit Major Drive to arrive at the south
property.
>>>>   I am certain that when the purchase of the highway right of way
>>>> occurred  the value that the acquiring government agency was
>>>> required to pay  was less due to the fact that the property owners would not have Brooks Road separated by the
new highway.  Now it is our position that the state cannot make changes to access that will diminish the value  to the
property. The original purchase of the property was made based on Brooks road being an artery over I 10. And
compensation was calculated on that basis.
>
>              Please acknowledge receipt of this email

>             Patrick Phelan       Michael Phelan
>               409-832-0211
>>>>
>>>>
>
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Ross, Hillary

From: Billie Young <blyoung1955@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2017 6:20 PM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: Proposed Brooks Road overpass closure

SCOTT, I AM A RESIDENTIAL HOMEOWNER IN THE WILLOWCREEK SUDIVISION.

I STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS PROPOSAL AS THE ONLY WAYS TO CROSS I10 WOULD BE MAJOR
DRIVE OR WALDEN ROAD NEARBY. This would create horrible traffic problems for our neighborhood,
especially during events on I10, football, baseball games and concerts at Ford Park and the State Fair.
Emergency ingress or egress for our area is of grave concern. You would create the same problem that exhists
near hwy 69 and Parkdale. We would wait in long lines to get out and in to our homes. THIS MATTER MUST
BE RECONSIDERED.  TALK WITH THE RESIDENTS EFFECTED MOST!
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Ross, Hillary

From: sheribrimm@hjisd.net
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 6:54 PM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: Brooks Rd overpass

Please reconsider the removal of the Brooks Road overpass. This route allows relief of congestion on Walden Road from
not only interstate traffic, but also the school.

I am opposed to the removal of the Brooks Road overpass.

Thank you,
Sheri Brimm
3880 Inverness Dr
Beaumont, TX 77707
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Ross, Hillary

From: Mary Swandollar Eger <maryswandollareger@me.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 05, 2017 7:53 PM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: Brooks Road Closure

Please do NOT eliminate this overpass. We live in the Willow Creek neighborhood and this is our best access to I-10 east
and westbound. Thank you! Mary Swandollar Rhea

Sent from my iPhone
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Ross, Hillary

From: Alice Schwing-Smith <aschwing-smith@sutton-jacobs.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 11:04 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: Comment on I-10 Improvements from FM 365 to Walden Road.pdf
Attachments: Comment on I-10 Improvements from FM 365 to Walden Road.pdf

  Mr. Ayres, please find my comments attached concerning the IH-10 improvements, a resident of the Willow Creek
Subdivision since 1990.
Regards,

Alice

Alice Schwing-Smith
Office Administrator
Sutton & Jacobs LLP
409-833-1100-office
409-833-0711-fax
409-284-0396-mobile
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Ross, Hillary

From: Jim ENDERLE <jim.enderle@total.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 8:20 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: FW: Message from "USRCBEA-P00XFS2"
Attachments: 20171206081135048.pdf

-----Original Message-----
From: Jim ENDERLE
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 8:12 AM
To: Jim ENDERLE
Subject: Message from "USRCBEA-P00XFS2"

This E-mail was sent from "USRCBEA-P00XFS2" (MP C4504).

Scan Date: 12.06.2017 08:11:34 (-0600)
Queries to: USRCBEA-P00XFS2@total.com
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Ross, Hillary

From: Sarah Dupre <Sarah.Dupre@txdot.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 8:18 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: FW: TxDOT Internet E-Mail

Are you taking in all the comment cards that we receive?
Below is a comment.

-----Original Message-----
From: Tomp857137@aol.com [mailto:Tomp857137@aol.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 8:15 AM
To: Sarah Dupre; Cindy Dougherty
Subject: TxDOT Internet E-Mail

Name: Mr. Thomas Patchimrat<Tomp857137@aol.com>
Address:
 Beaumont, TX 77707

Phone:
 (409) 540-6093

Requested Contact Method: Email

Reason for Contact: Customer Service
Complaint: No

Comment: I went to the open house (for 1-10 FM365 to Walden) last night. It was very informative. Good Job!

  I live near Walden and Major.  Pleas reconsider removing the Brooks Road overpass. I use it when traffic backs up  and
when going to the BISD stadium.  Thanks.
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Ross, Hillary

From: Lynn <lcherry467@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 1:46 PM
To: Scott Ayres
Cc: Bobby Cherry
Subject: Keep Brooks Road Open

Lynn Cherry
7405 Pebble Beach Drive
409-842-5077

Resident since 1990

I am not an employee of TXDot

I do Not support the proposal

We are a community of 400+ single family homes.
Restricted access to I10 in emergency situation
Restricted access into the neighborhood during emergency situations
Thus increasing response time into or out of our neighborhood
Increases traffic on Walden Road (school zone)
Decreases access to Ford Park and Carroll Thomas Stadium

I did not have access to the form
Hope my opinion counts
Thanks
Lynn Cherry

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID
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Ross, Hillary

From: Tredway & Company LLC <gtredway@tredwaycompany.net>
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 9:17 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: No to closing Brook Road

We live on Champions Drive in Willow Creek and use Brooks Road all the time.
Please do not close.
Garland and Kathy Tredway
409-840-5133
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Ross, Hillary

From: Brent Coon <Brent@bcoonlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2017 3:58 PM
To: Scott Ayres
Cc: Brentwood Entertainment Complex
Subject: Brooks Road overpass in Beaumont

Scott,

It has come to my attention TxDot is considering removal of the I-10 overpass of Brooks road as part of a widening
project. In addition to being a resident only a few hundred yards from the convenience of this overpass, I am the owner
of the golf course and event center right off of Brooks road. We get literally tens of thousands of guests here every year,
and many utilize to convenience of the Brooks road overpass. In addition, this area has grown by over a 1000 homes and
will continue to do so as a result of the new school here, proximity to freeway, and a wide area of infrastructure
community support with restaurants, retailers, and others locating here.

The areas adjacent to the freeway here face heavy traffic patterns along the freeway and service roads with the Ford
Park Events complex, (which holds 15,000 plus), the regional baseball complex, the new football stadium (which holds
over 5,000) the 10 theatre movie complex, and a half dozen hotels that have located in recent years just in the Walden
to Major stretch. Brooks is the only crossing between them, and denying access there is going to create immediate
traffic problems and compound them down the road as the Southwestern section of town continues to grow as a result
of limited other space and the addition of access/service roads now built along this stretch as well (not to mention the
recent widening of Major drive and Walden road). Walden also has the problem of extensive new residential
development creating traffic patterns and the new school, which also involves a necessary students crossing the kids
there. All of these present issues, as well as future ones, strongly suggest the continued access of a crossing on I-10 at
Brooks. This is all just discussing the present situation on the areas IMMEDIATELY adjacent to this corridor, but the
extension of residential development along this last underdeveloped section of town along the freeway as well as
continued transition of agricultural lands on both sides of this area will exponentially increase traffic patterns over the
next decade.

The YMBL State Fair at the Ford Park complex alone brings in 500,000 visitors over the 10 day period. Traffic at Major is
at a standstill when this occurs, as well as any time there is a major concert or other event, which occurs weekly if not
more often. This crossing needs to stay in place.

We are addressing these concerns with City Council, the County Commissioners, and the major stakeholders in the area
for further feedback to TxDot.

Thanks for the consideration.

Brent W. Coon
Founder/CEO-Brent Coon & Associates
Founder/CEO- Coondog Productions
Board Certified-Civil Trial Law (NBTA)
Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law (TBLS)
Executive Board-National Trial Lawyers Association
Executive Board-Environmental Trial Lawyers Association
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Licensed with the United States Supreme Court
409.835.2666(w)
brent@bcoonlaw.com; www.bcoonlaw.com

___Confidentiality Notice__________________ This e-mail, and any files transmitted with it, is confidential and is
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. This communication may contain material
protected by the attorney-client privilege. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering
the e-mail to the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and that any use,
dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please immediately notify the sender and permanently delete the email and any attachments.
Thank you.
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Ross, Hillary

From: Hazel Adair <hazeladair57@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, December 08, 2017 9:56 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: Brook Rd Overpass
Attachments: Brooks rd.pdf
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Ross, Hillary

From: Scott Wolfe <scott.wolfe8@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2017 10:02 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: Comments form - I-10 improvements FM 365 - Walden Rd
Attachments: I-10 Comments SW.pdf

--
L Scott Wolfe, PE | Civil / Structural Engineer
4330 Pebble Beach Drive
Beaumont, TX  77707
972.523.8532
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Ross, Hillary

From: Raylene Lapierre <rllapierre29@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2017 9:14 AM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: I-10 Improvements from FM 365 to Walden Rd - Comment form
Attachments: I-10 Comments RL.pdf

Good Morning Scott,

Attached is my completed comment form regarding the I-10 improvements.  I adamantly oppose the removal of
the Brooks Rd overpass although I agree with the other improvements.

Regards,

Raylene L LaPierre
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Ross, Hillary

From: aj4life@gt.rr.com
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2017 2:59 PM
To: Scott Ayres
Subject: I-10 improvements Walden to 365

Mr Ayres,

After reviewing the information we are in full support of the project, including the removal of the overpass at Brooks Rd.  The
overpass does not serve any significant purpose related to daily travel, emergency response, or daily school activities.

Thank you for all TxDOT does!
Pamela Jack
3764 Champions Dr
Beaumont, TX

Sent from my Verizon LG Smartphone

































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Comments - Resolutions
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Meeting Exhibits 



I-10 Widening Project  
Walden Road to FM 365

I-10 in Jefferson County

• Learn and ask questions about the 
proposed project

• Review the project layout

• Provide comments and feedback
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or
have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by
FHWA and TxDOT.



I-10 Project Background 

 Project  Limits:

- Located west of Beaumont

- I-10 from Walden Road to FM 365

- Approximate length 9.9 miles

 Project  History: 
- TxDOT is completing  two similar widening 

projects from Winnie to 
FM 365

- Major Drive interchange improvements 
completed in 2016 included components 
to accommodate freeway widening.

 Project Details:  

- Reconstruct existing 4-lane freeway to 
6-lane freeway (3 lanes each direction)  
with 12-ft travel lanes, 10-ft shoulders,
and a concrete median barrier



Project Need – Increased Interstate Congestion



I-10 Need and Purpose  

 What  are the needs for the  project?
- The existing facility is not sufficient to meet the demands of 

the increased traffic along the I-10 corridor.

- Increased freight traffic through the area has caused 
increased congestion; oversized loads are restricted by 
existing overpasses.

- Increased development and population growth along the   I-10 
corridor results in more local traffic merging on and off the 
interstate. 

- Increased traffic and local growth lead to the need for 
improved safety enhancements along the interstate, frontage 
roads, and interchanges.



Project Purpose – Relieve Congestion



Project Purpose – Improve Mobility



I-10 Purpose and Need 

What is the purpose of the project? 

– Reduce congestion by adding additional travel lanes.

– Reduce congestion and improve mobility by placing local streets 
below I-10, removing the constraints of existing  overpasses.

– Improve mobility by modernizing interchanges and improving or 
extending frontage roads.

– Add enhanced safety features, including  improved safety lighting, 
a concrete median barrier, inside shoulders, and a fog detection 
and alert system.



I-10 Study Process

Project 
Initiation

Data Collection

Identify Existing 
Conditions

Identify Proposed 
Improvements 

Develop 
Preliminary 
Schematic

Refine / Modify Proposed 
Improvements 

Prepare Construction 
Plans 

Construct 
Facility

Complete Schematic & 
Environmental 

Documents Select Contractor 

Public Meeting  

Year 2017 Year 2018 – 2022*TIME LINE 

You are here

* Tentative projected completion date



I-10 Proposed Improvements   

Planned removal of  Brooks Rd overpass ; 
Improve existing I-10 bridge over Walden Rd

Remove existing  Smith Rd bridge over 
I-10; construct new I-10 bridge over  Smith 
Rd

Proposed access improvement at Smith Rd:  
eliminate 2-way frontage road at Goodyear 
Plant ; construct continuous  1-way 
eastbound and westbound frontage roads 
from Smith Rd to Boyt Rd; install turnaround 
at Boyt Rd below I-10 overpass

Reconstruct and widen I-10 to a 6-lane freeway

Planned removal of  Boyt  Road Bridge over I-
10; construct new I-10 bridge over Boyt Road



We want to hear from you

Please Provide Feedback!
Tonight:  Please fill out a comment card and 

place it in the comment box

By Mail:  Mail comments to: 
TxDOT Beaumont District
Attn:  Scott Ayres
8350 Eastex Fwy
Beaumont, TX 77708

Email: Email your comments to 
scott.ayres@txdot.gov

Please note:  To be part of the official project file, comments 
must be received by 5:00 p.m., December 20, 2017



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Materials 



 
 

 
Public Meeting Fact Sheet 

Proposed I-10 Widening Project  from Walden Road to FM 365 
Ben J Rogers Visitors Center, Beaumont: December 5, 2017 from 4:30 – 7:30 PM,  

 
Introduction 
 
The purpose of this public meeting is to present proposed  improvements along Interstate Highway 10 (I-10)  
from Walden Rd to Farm to Market Road (FM) 365 in Jefferson County, TX, and to solicit public input on the 
proposed plans. 
 
Why is this project needed? 

 The existing facility is not sufficient to meet the demands of the increased traffic along the I-10 corridor. 

 Increased freight traffic through the area has caused increased congestion; oversized loads are 
restricted by existing overpasses. 

 Increased development and population growth along the I-10 corridor have resulted in more local traffic 
merging on and off the interstate.  

 Increased traffic and local growth lead to the need for improved safety enhancements along the 
interstate, frontage roads, and interchanges. 

 
What is the purpose of the project?  

 Reduce congestion by adding additional travel lanes. 

 Reduce congestion and improve mobility by placing local streets below I-10, removing the constraints 
of existing overpasses. 

 Improve mobility by modernizing interchanges and improving or extending frontage roads. 

 Add enhanced safety features, including improved safety lighting, a concrete median barrier, inside 
shoulders, and a fog detection and alert system. 

 
Project Details 

 Reconstruct and widen I-10 to a 6-lane highway 

 Planned removal of Brooks Rd overpass; improve existing 1-10 bridge over Walden Rd 

 Remove existing Smith Rd bridge over I-10; construct new I-10 bridge over Smith Rd 

 Potentially improve access at Smith Rd and eliminate 2-way access road at Goodyear Plant by 
constructing continuous eastbound and westbound frontage roads between Smith Rd and Boyt Rd  

 Construction of continuous frontage roads including four new overpasses of existing railroad  

 Planned removal of Boyt Rd bridge over I-10; construct new I-10 bridge over Boyt Rd. 
 
For more information: visit www.txdot.gov and search: I-10 from FM 365 to Walden Road 
 
Written Comments 
 
You may leave a written comment with us tonight or submit written comments by mail or email.  Comments 
must be received by 5:00 p.m. December 20th to be included as part of the official project record.  To submit 
comments by mail or email, send comments to:  
 
Texas Department of Transportation  
Beaumont District Office 
Attention: Scott Ayers 
8350 Eastex Fwy  
Beaumont, Texas 77708   
Scott.ayres@txdot.gov 
 
 

mailto:Scott.ayres@txdot.gov


 
Comments must be received or postmarked on or before 5 p.m., December 20, 2017 to be included in the 
official project file 
 



COMMENT FORM
Public Meeting

I-10 Improvements from FM 365 to Walden Road
CSJ: 0739-02-162

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

__ I am an Elected Official Position: _________________________________________
Name and Mailing Address (Optional):
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone _________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW:

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a:

__ Residential property owner or renter __ Business property owner or lessee

__ Other (Please explain) ______________________________________________________________

Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5): check each of the following boxes that apply to you:
__I am employed by TxDOT
__I do business with TxDOT
__I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting

Do you support the proposed project? ___ Yes    ___ No ___Undecided

COMMENTS: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make additional comments on the back.
This comment form may be turned in tonight, mailed, or emailed by Wednesday, December 20, 2017, to the address below:

Scott Ayres
TxDOT Beaumont District

8350 Eastex Freeway
Beaumont, TX 77708

Email: scott.ayres@txdot.gov

The environmental review, consultation and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.



 
 

ELECTED OFFICIALS  

SIGN-IN SHEET 

 

Proposed I-10 Improvements from Walden Road (CR131) to FM365 
 
 

    Please Print Clearly   Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
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