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825 WEST IRVING BOULEVARD
IRVING, TEXAS 75060
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BE IT REMEMBERED THAT on Tuesday, the 15th day of
May, 2018, the above entitled came on for Public Hearing
at the Irving City Hall Council Chambers, 825 West Irving
Boulevard, Irving, Texas 75060, County of Dallas, State
of Texas, and the following Public Hearing was had to

wit:
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APPEARANCES

MS. CEASON CLEMENS, P.E.
Texas Department of Transportation
Director of Transportation Planning and Development,

Dallas District

MR. NASER ABUSAAD, P.E.

Civil Associates, Inc.
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PROCEEDINGS
(Tuesday, May 15, 2018; 7:00 p.m.)

MS. CLEMENS. Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen. It is now 7:00 p.m. If you don't mind,
please be seated and silence or turn off any of your
personal electronic devices.

And I am Ceason Clemens, Director of
Transportation and Planning and Development for the
Dallas District Office of the Texas Department of
Transportation. I am representing the Dallas District
Engineer Kelly Selman. We appreciate your interest in
the Conflans Road Project and welcome each of you. We
want to express our appreciation to the City of Irving
for the use of this facility.

We would also like to thank those of you who
had opportunity to attend the open house. As you '
arrived, you were given an opportunity to register your
attendance for this hearing at the front sign-in table
allowing us to record tonight's participation. You were
also given the opportunity to indicate your interest in
making a verbal comment during the "Opportunity for Pubic
Comments" portion of this hearing. Our verbal comment
registration forms are the 8 and-a-half by 11 yellow
sheets at the registration table. In the event that you

did not have the opportunity to complete a verbal comment

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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registration form, and would like to make a statement
later on, please complete this form during our upcoming
recess.

Before proceeding further, I'd like to
introduce our elected officials who are in attendance
tonight. We have Council Member Ward here tonight.

Thank you.

I'd also like to introduce the people who
have official responsibilities during tonight's hearing.
Our staff is located in the back of the room. I would
also like to recognize Rakhshanda Mahar, our TxDOT
project manager in our Advanced Project Development
office, and Naser Abusaad, our Engineering Project
Manager with Civil Associates. These individuals will be
available during tonight's recess to answer you questions
regarding the Conflans Road Project.

This hearing has been convened by the Texas
Department of Transportation and is being held to receive
and consider comments from the public regarding the
Conflans Road Project.

Many of you may have attended previous
public hearings conducted by the Texas Department of
Transportation; however, for the benefit of those who
have never attended one, I'd like to explain how the

department conducts a public hearing.

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.56333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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A public hearing has four essential
purposes:

One, inform the public of the status of
on studies performed to date.

can determine the project's potential to affect their

lives and property.

planning process when flexibility to respond to comments

finalized.

public views and participation to accompany
recommendations for decisions.

This public hearing is being held in
compliance with both federal and state laws. For the
official record, a transcripf of this hearing will be
made. For this reason, we ask that all the verbal
comments be made from the floor microphone.

Following this hearing the department will
proceed with the preparation of the final environmental
documentation. Your statements and comments will be

addressed in this documentation and will be given full

planning on the project and present recommendations based

Two, describe the project so those attending

Three, provide the public an opportunity to

see information and express their views at a stage in the

still exists and before location and design decisions are

And, fourth, finally, to develop a record of

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333

5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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consideration in the preparation of the final
recommendation and design for the Conflans Road Project.

After my initial comments, Naser will give a
detailed presentation concerning the location and design
features for the proposed improvements of the Conflans
Road Project. Naser will also discuss the environmental
effects related to the project.

At the conclusion of the formal
presentation, we will recess for 20 minutes and allow you
the opportunity to view the design currently on display
here tonight. During the recess you are encouraged to
ask questions, which the department representatives will
address and answer.

Following the recess, we will reconvene the
hearing and ask those persons who indicated on the verbal
comment registration form they would like to make a
statement to come forward to the floor microphone, state
their name and address for the record, and provide
comments; what they like, what they don't like, positive
and negative, concerning the project. Following the
registered speakers, anyone who did not register will
also be given an opportunity to comment. Please note
that if you wish to make a verbal statement but would
rather not do so from the floor microphone after we

reconvene, you are invited to make your statement to the

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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court reporter during the recess. You may also choose to
use this time to complete one of our written comment
forms.

At this time Naser will provide an overview
of the proposed design features of the Conflans Road
Project.

MR. ABUSAAD: Thank you, Ms. Clemens.

The design schematic and environmental
documentation for the Conflans Road Project are available
for inspection and reproduction at the Texas Department
of Transportation Dallas District Office located at 4777
East U.S. Highway 80 in Mesquite, 75150. 1In addition,
design schematics may be viewed on the Internet at
www. txdot.gov under Hearings and Meetings Schedule and at
www. keepitmovingdallas.com under Public
Hearings/Meetings.

TxDOT is proposing to extend existing
Conflans Road, on new location with a project length of
0.881 miles in southwest Irving, Dallas County, Texas.
The proposed limits are from Valley View Lane to State
Highway 161, also known as the President George Bush
Turnpike.

The proposed project is needed due to
increased development in the surrounding areas requiring

an east/west collector to meet traffic demand and connect

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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8

local traffic to arterial roadways.

The purpose of the proposed project is to
improve mobility and provide improved system
connectivity.

The existing Conflans Road is a major
collector in the westernmost southwest portion of Irving
which terminates at SH 161. The proposed project area is
undeveloped and is within a portion of the 100-year
floodplain. A 30-foot wide paved roadway is located on
the eastern section of the proposed project. This
approximately 1,300 linear feet of roadway provides
access to the adjacent light industrial facilities to and
from State Highway 161 and the existing Conflans Road
east of State Highway 161. Overhead Oncor high-voltage
power lines and underground Trinity River Authority
wastewater lines cross the proposed project. Bear Creek,
its tributary, and the Dallas County Flood Control
District Number 1 levee are located within the project
area.

The proposed project would extend the
existing Conflans Road on new location roadway and bridge
structure. The total distance of the project is .0881
miles. The proposed bridge structure would cross over
Bear Creek. The proposed roadway would consist of a

four-lane divided facility within a variable right-of-way

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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width of approximately 116 feet to 310 feet. The
westbound section of the roadway would consist of a
12-foot inside lane, a l4-foot wide outside shared use
lane, and a 5-foot wide sidewalk. The eastbound section
of the roadway would consist of a 12-foot wide inside
lane, a l4-foot wide outside shared use lane, a 5-foot
wide buffer and a 12-foot wide shared use path. A
17-foot wide raised median is proposed.

The proposed bridge would consist of a
4-lane facility within right-of-way width of
approximately 116 feet with an overall bridge width of
approximately 96 feet. The westbound section of the
bridge would consist of a 12-foot wide travel lane, a
l4-foot wide shared use lane, a 6-foot wide sidewalk
directly behind curb and a l1-foot traffic rail. The
eastbound section of the bridge would consist of a
12-foot wide inside lane, a l4-foot wide shared use lane,
and l-foot wide railings on each side of the 10-foot wide
shared ﬁse path. A 17-foot wide raised median is
proposed.

Oncor's overhead high-voltage power lines
transect the proposed project and would be relocated.
Utilities such as water lines, sewer lines, gas lines,
telephone cables, electrical lines and other underground

and overhead utilities may need to be adjusted. The

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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adjustment and relocation of any utilities would be
managed so that no substantial interruptions would occur
while these adjustments are being made.

The proposed project is anticipated to let
for construction in 2023 and will take approximately two
years to construct. The estimated total cost for the
project is $31.2 million.

This concludes the project information and
design portion of the presentation. I will now provide
you an overview of the environmental evaluation for the
proposed Conflans Road Prqject.

Prior to December 16, 2014, the Federal
Highway Administration, or FHWA, reviewed and approved
documents prepared under the National Environmental
Policy Act known as NEPA; however, on December 16, 2014,
the Texas Department of Transportation assumed
responsibility from FHWA to review and approve certain
assigned NEPA environmental documents. Environmental
studies have been performed for the proposed Conflans
Road Project to support an environmental assessment
determination in accordance with NEPA. The environmental
analyses are necessary to identify, avoid and minimize
effects to the human and natural environments.

The draft environmental assessment was

approved for further processing by TxDOT and has been

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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coordinated with other public agencies. Notices for this
public hearing were advertised in the Irving Rambler, the
Dallas Morning News and Al Dia. The TxDOT Public
Information Office and the City of Irving has also
prepared a news media release to advertise this public
hearing. The environmental technical reports and draft
environmental assessment are available tonight for your
review at the environmental table and are also available
at the TxDOT Dallas District Office. The draft
environmental assessment is also available online at
www.txdot.gov under Hearings and Meetings Schedule and at
www. keepitmovingdallas.com under Public
Hearings/Meetings.

The technical documentation for this project
addressed the potential environmental impacts identified
during the engineering and design phase of the proposed
project. These areas of potential impacts include
natural, social, and cultural resources as well as
potential impacts to adjacent and surrounding land use.

This slide shows a list of all resources
that were evaluated during the environmental analyses.
The following slides include a summary of those findings.

The proposed project crosses the 100-year
floodplain associated with Bear Creek and its tributary.

The hydraulic design for the project would be in

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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accordance with the current TxDOT policies. The
hydraulic design for this project would be -- I'm sorry.

The facility would permit the conveyance of the 100-year
flood without causing significant damage to the facility,
stream or other property. The proposed project would not
increase the base flood elevation to a level that would
violate applicable floodplain regulations and ordinances.
Temporary and permanent impacts to Waters of
the United States would occur at two crossings. The
first crossing is a tributary to Bear Creek.
Approximately 1,085 linear feet or .24 acres of the
stream would be permanently impacted and approximately
1,099 linear feet or .18 acres of the stream would be
temporarily impacted by the proposed project. The second
crossing is at Bear Creek. At this crossing
approximately 198 linear feet or .21 acres of the stream
would be temporarily impacted by the project. Permanent
impacts at this crossing are not anticipated. The
impacts at each crossing would be less than half acre but
greater than a tenth of an acre. Both crossings within
the proposed project would be authorized by Nationwide
Permit 14. A preconstruction notification would be
required at the tributary to Bear Creek crossing because
the permanent stream impact is greater than a tenth of an

acre and exceeds 300 linear feet per the U.S. Army Corps

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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of Engineers Fort Worth District Regional Condition 12.

The proposed project would impact
approximately 7.86 acres of Crosstimbers Woodland and
Forest and 1.32 acres of Riparian vegetation. According
to the Texas Archeological Sites Atlas survey coverage
data, the eastern gquarter of the study area or Area of
Potential Effects according to the Programatic Agreement
among the FHWA, TxDOT, the Texas State Historic
Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation has been subjected to an archeological
survey. A linear survey also crosses the Area of
Potential Effects near the western terminus. No
archeological sites or other resources have been recorded
within the Area of Potential Effects. The entire Area of
Potential Effects falls within the Holocene Alluvium
soils in the floodplain of Bear Creek. The .likelihood of
intact alluvial deposits and the potential for buried
paleosol and archeological deposits is considered high
for over half, or 55 percent, of the Area of Potential
Effects and moderate for just under half, 40 percent, of
the project area; about 5 percent of the area falling in
low potential.

An intensive archeological survey augmented
with mechanical trenching is recommended prior to

construction of the proposed extension of Conflans Road.

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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However, because of the lack of right-of-entry, the
recommended intensive archeological survey augmented with
mechanical trenching was not conducted. An archeological
survey would be conducted when right-of-entry has been
obtained to all right-of-way parcels. It is not
anticipated that the project would result in direct
impacts to known archeological resources.

In the unlikely event that cultural
resources are discovered during construction of the
proposed project, TxDOT would immediately initiate
cultural resource discovery procedures. All work in the
vicinity of the discovery would cease until a specialist
from TxDOT and/or the Texas Historical Commission could
arrive on site and assess the discovery's significance
and the need, if any, for additional investigation.

A hazardous materials initial site
assessment was completed for the proposed project. The
initial site assessment included a visual survey of the
project limits and surrounding area, research of existing
and previous land use, and limited review of federal and
state regulatory databases/lists. Two sites of concern
were identified; an unlabeled vent pipe within the
proposed project's right-of-way, and a detention pond
adjacent to the proposed project. Through additional

TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division investigation, the

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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vent pipe that was identified in the area was further
assessed as a release valve for the pipeline utility and
not part of oil and gas drilling operation. The pond,
identified as part of the offsite horizontal o0il and gas
well, is located outside the proposed project's
right-of-way. Geotechnical borings performed south of
the pond area showed no indicators of possible release or
contamination from the pond. Both sites have been
determined to have a low potential to impact the project.

In conclusion, the studies, analyses and
evaluations performed thus far indicate the proposed
improvements would cause no significant environmental
impacts.

Approximately 16.34 acres of new
right-of-way and 6.49 acres of temporary easements would
be required for the,proposéd project. Although
additional ROW and easements are required, no residential
or nonresidential structures would be displaced. The
proposed project would not displace any households,
businesses or other activities or developments. No
public facilities such as parks, recreational facilities,
churches,'schools, or cemeteries would be displaced as a
result of the construction of the proposed improvements.

Right-of-way acquisition for this project

would be purchased by the City of Irving with TxDOT

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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providing oversight. FHWA policy provides that TxDOT be
responsible for monitoring the City of Irving's
compliance with the provisions of Title III of the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended and Federal
Regulations pertaining to said act. All right-of-way
acquisitions would be completed in accordance with the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended.

There are city representatives here at the
right-of-way table at the back of the room to assist you
with information on the process that the City of Irving
will follow for their right-of-way acquisition.

Following this hearing, documentation of
this public hearing will be reviewed by TxDOT for final
environmental clearance and design approval. If there
are no major issues arising from this hearing that cannot
be addressed in a reasonable time frame, final
environmental clearance is expected by August 2018.

As mentioned earlier, construction is
expected to begin in 2023 and is expected to open to
traf filc fimsi? 025

This concludes the environmental evaluation
portion of the presentation. I will now return the

hearing back to Ms. Clemens.

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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Thank you, Naser. Before we take a brief

recess, I would like to mention that we will not attempt
to answer your questions while you have the floor during
the "Opportunity for Public Comment." This procedure is
necessary so that everyone is given an opportunity to
speak and because your comments will be given due
consideration. We would be happy to answer your
questions during the recess or even after the hearing.

All comments and questions will be fully
considered and responded to in the project record and
made part of the final environmental document for this
project. This document will then be made available for
public review and copying at the TxDOT Dallas District
Office located at 4777 East Highway 80 in Mesquite, Texas
75150 and online at www.txdot.gov under Hearings and
Meetings Schedule, and www.keepitmovingdallas.com under
Upcoming Public Hearing/Meetings.

For the benefit of those who may have
arrived late, I would ask that members of the department
in the back please stand. These individuals are
available to answer your questions and discuss your
concerns regarding the project.

At this time we will take a 20-minute recess
and reconvene at 7:40. Thank you.

(Break taken from 7:17 p.m. to 7:34 p.m.)

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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MS. CLEMENS: Ladies and gentlemen, we'll go
ahead and now reconvene tonight's public hearing. We
have made our presentation on the latest available
information on the project and it is now time for us to
listen to your comments. Again, please be aware that we
will not attempt to answer your questions during this
comment period.

Some of you may not want to make a statement
from the microphone. 1In that event, your written
statements will be equally accepted both tonight and for
the next 15 calendar days following this hearing. For
those of you who wish to submit a written comment
tonight, a comment box is located at the comment table.
Questions and comments may also be mailed to Ms.
Rakhshanda Mahar at TxDOT Dallas District Office, 4777
East Highway 80 in Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643, or
e-mailed at _

All of your statements and comments and
questions will be given céreful considefation before
final design features are determined. Additionally, all
information developed for the proposed design is
available for inspection and copying. It is also posted
at www.txdot.gov under Hearings and Meetings Schedule,
and at keepitmovingdallas.com under Upcoming Public

Hearing/Meeting. Written and e-mailed comments must be

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
5115 NORTH GALLOWAY AVENUE, SUITE 202, MESQUITE (DALLAS COUNTY) TEXAS 75150
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received or postmarked by May 30, 2018.

We have two people registered who would like
to make statements. Please limit your speaking time to
three minutes so that everyone has an opportunity to
speak. For the official transcript, please clearly state
your name and address as you take the floor before
proceeding with your comments.

We'll start with Mr. Dan Vedral with the
City of Irving.

MR. VEDRAL: Good evening. My name is Dan
Vedral, City of Irving, Texas Director of Traffic and
Transportation. Address is 333 Valley View Lane, Irving,
Texas 75061.

I'm here this evening, and we've also
provided written comments from our city manager, Mr.
Chris Hillman. Basically I have a letter that we've
provided into the files and I'll read the letter.

Please let this letter serve as notice of
the City of Irving's support of the schematic engineering
design for the expansion of Conflans Road from State
Highway 161 PGT, President George Bush Turnpike, to
Valley View Lane within the City of Irving, Texas. After
close cooperation with and through review of TxDOT staff
as well as receiving input from other stakeholders in

this project, the City of Irving is confident that the

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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design process for this project is ready to move forward
to the final design phase upon formal approval of
schematics. We would like to thank the Texas Department
of Transportation as a continual partner with the City of
Irving, Texas, on bringing roadway projects like this to
fruition.

Thank you very much.

MS. CLEMENS: Thank you. Next we will have
Mr. James Schultz.

MR. SCHULTZ: James Schultz, 1200 Crest
Ridge, Irving. Been resident of Town Lake for 19 years.

A little bit -- I want to thank TxDOT for
everything you're doing in Irving as it grows and it's
great to see growth. I come from a transportation
shipping background. Been doing that for quite some
time. I see warehousing being built on the other side of
161.

With that being said, when 161 was built,
Conflans Road itself started to get a lot more.traffic.
My home backs up to Conflans. And as a resident of Town
Lake 3, I know Town Lake 2, Nonesuch Place and Conflans
Road is a residential area.

Also, in that area are two parks, one water
park, two churches. Brand new homes are being built off

of Conflans and also a retirement community. I cannot

STEVEN H. GENTRY & ASSOCIATES, INC. (214) 321.5333
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stress enough the traffic noise that comes from the
18-wheelers from Saia, FedEx and Yellow coming up and
down Conflans from 161.

Now, as you go to the other side towards FAA
where there is more warehousing, Conflans will have even
more traffic from truckers so to speak. Again, coming
from that background, I'm all for transportation and
shipping because that's part of my bread and butter. But
the heavy traffic between there is not a good fit.

I've also seen hazmat come through there on
tractor-trailers down Conflans going to Belt Line, mainly
your Yellow freight lines.

The easy fix for this is from Conflans to
161 no trucks. They are able to go down to Shady Grove,
which is an industrial area where you have Saia and other
trucking companies and industrial to alleviate
tractor-trailers coming through a residential area. Or
you can build sound barrier walls for the residents but
thatil's quite an expensive statement I made there.

It's not fair to the residents when 161 came
on and the amount of noise that came with that. I know
I'm only one, but there are so many in that area and it's
a family area. It's residents. It's retired. 1It's
parks. It's churches. And to have more tractor-trailer

traffic between Belt Line and Conflans, you do have some
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on Conflans that need to be there, but from Compton to
161 it should be a no truck area.

Thank you.

MS. CLEMENS: Thank you, Mr. Schultz. Next
we have Ms. Jan Killen.

MS. KILLEN: Hello. My name is Jan Killen.
I have lived in this Town Lake neighborhood, actually in
Irving, for over 50 years. I'm married to Byron Killen
who is here with me tonight.

And we -- I got an opportunity when this
land began to open up to fulfill a dream. I had a
background in interior design and development. Small
things but important things. And I had a desire to
create a custom home for us and then we also had a small
business where -- no one came to the home. It was more
my husband making outside calls to the education market.

So having lived there and seeing it grow has
been very special in many ways. The streets have gotten
busier and then the trucks. One thing I will say though,
the truckers have for the most part been mannerly and
respectful as they go through the neighborhood. We'd
like, if there is not going to be many more of them or,
like the gentleman suggested here, Mr. Schultz, take
other routes around. That seems possible too. So maybe

we can.
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But just to say how much that park means to
the people, Town Lake Park. We live at 901 Olde Towne,
which is right on the corner of Olde Towne and Conflans.
The park is used so very much and it's lovely. It's well
kept and people come from nearby. It will possibly need
more development. I'm hoping we can save it more as a
park area and go across —-- perhaps across Esters to the
south and make a little foot bridge for people to walk
over. Spend time at the park.

But it's more the traffic, the hotrodders
and speeders that bother us more right now. The extra
noise will be something. But, anyway, treasure for our
neighborhood. Want you to know that. And perhaps
partial wall could be put up. I was talking with Mr.
Abusaad about that, how we could have partial walls and
maintain the greenery there and people coming and still
make it safe. I know more warehouses have been
suggested. We have an awful lot of them and hopefully we
can get buyers and encourage tﬁem to go and redevelop
some of the things that are on down towards Belt Line.

I think that's probably all the time I have.
I don't know if anyone has any questions beyond that.
Just to let you know it's been a nice place to live and
we hope to keep it that way and try to live with our

growth.
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Thank you.

MS. CLEMENS: Thank you, Ms. Killen. Is
there anyone else who would like to come forward and make
a statement from the microphone? No one?

Ladies and gentlemen, we sincerely
appreciate your attendance and interest concerning the
proposed design of the Conflans Road Project. Your
questions, comments and concerns will receive careful
consideration.

Thank you very much. This hearing is now

adjourned.

(Off the record at 7:45 p.m.)
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