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> Finding of No Significant Impact
&= for a FHWA Project

Proposed Action: Southeast Connector

Project Limits: [-20/1-820/US 287 Interchanges; I-20 from Forest Hill Drive to Park Springs Boulevard;
[-820 from I-20 to Brentwood Stair Road; US 287 from Bishop Street to Sublett Road

City: Arlington, Forest County: Tarrant State: Texas
Hill, Fort Worth, and
Kennedale

TxDOT CSJ(s): 0008-13-125, 0008-13- 206, 0172-06-080, 0172-09-028, and 2374-05-066

In accordance with 23 CFR Section 771.119 and Section 771.121, the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) has determined that Southeast Connector will not have a significant impact on
the human or natural environment.

This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Preferred Alternative is based on the final
Environmental Assessment (EA) dated September 2020 and the entire project record. This decision
documents the selection of the Build Alternative, presented in the final EA as the Preferred Alternative,
which is described as:

TxDOT is proposing to reconstruct and add capacity to Interstate Highway (1) 20, 1-820 and United States
Highway (US) 287 including three major interchanges in southeast Tarrant County within the cities of
Arlington, Forest Hill, Fort Worth, and Kennedale. The major interchanges are the 1-820/US 287
Interchange, the 1-20/1-820 Interchange, and the 1-20/US 287 Interchange. This project spans
approximately 16 miles and would add main lanes and frontage roads to 1-20 from Forest Hill Drive to
Park Springs Boulevard, 1-820 from 1-20 to Brentwood Stair Road, and US 287 from Bishop Street to
Sublett Road. New frontage roads would be constructed at various locations, and bicycle and pedestrian
accommodations would be provided throughout. The project is collectively referred to as the “Southeast
Connector.”

A Notice of Availability of the draft EA was issued on May 15, 2020.
A public hearing for this project was held on June 4, 2020.

TxDOT thoroughly considered all comments submitted during the public hearing comment period. The
following changes to the project occurred as a result of comments received during public review.

= Changes in Access:
o The proposed Bolen Road cul-de-sac was removed.
o The driveway at 2201 E Loop 820 S will remain open as it currently exists.

o The proposed ramping on southbound |-820 between Rosedale Street and Ramey
Avenue was reconfigured to a braided ramping design at the request of the Historic
Carver Heights Neighborhood Association.

= Changes to Proposed Displacements:

o By allowing the existing driveway to the property at 2201 E Loop 820 S to remain open,
this property is no longer anticipated to result in a commercial displacement.

o The proposed number of commercial displacements has been reduced from 19 to 18.
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= Changes in Additional Right of Way (ROW):

o Due to the removal of the proposed Bolen Road cul-de-sac, additional ROW needed from
the immediate area was reduced.

o The proposed ROW was reduced at 5930 E Loop 820 S and 5960 E Loop 820 S.

o As a result of the design changes above, the total ROW required for the proposed project
was reduced from 22.6 acres to 22.1 acres.

= Changes to Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations:

o At the request of the City of Fort Worth, the proposed design at Erath Street, E. Berry
Street, Carey Street and Ramey Avenue would be updated to include shared use paths,
rather than sidewalks and buffer separated bicycle lanes, along the cross streets
between the frontage roads. At the request of the City of Arlington, Little Road would
retain shared use paths and be updated to remove buffer separated bicycle lanes.

Public Hearing Documentation has been prepared and is available for review on request.

The final EA, Quantitative Mobile Source Air Toxics Technical Report, Carbon Monoxide Traffic Air
Quantity Analysis Technical Report, Archeological Background Study, Biological Evaluation Form and
Tier | Site Assessment, Community Impacts Assessment Technical Report Form, Hazardous Materials
Initial Site Assessment (ISA) Report, Hazardous Materials Impact Evaluation, Historic Resources Survey
Report, Historical Resources Intensive Survey Report, Induced Growth Analysis, and Traffic Noise
Technical Report, and reports contained in the file of record have been independently evaluated by
TxDOT and determined to adequately and accurately discuss the need, purpose, alternatives,
environmental issues, impacts of the proposed project, and appropriate mitigation measures. These
documents provide sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement is not required. These documents are incorporated by reference into this decisional
document.

Based upon TxDOT'’s review and consideration of the analysis and evaluation contained in the EA for this
project, and after careful consideration of all social, economic, and environmental factors, including input
from the public involvement process, TxDOT hereby issues this Finding of No Significant Impact for the
Southeast Connector project along 1-20 from Forest Hill Drive to Park Springs Boulevard, 1-820 from 1-20
to Brentwood Stair Road, US 287 from Bishop Street to Sublett Road, and the 1-20/1-820/US 287
Interchanges.

TxDOT will ensure adherence and completion of all project commitments described in the final EA
(September 2020) Section 8. TxDOT will ensure that any and all local, state, or federal permit
requirements and conditions are met and otherwise complied with.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and the
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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DocuSigned by:

(arlss Swenke 9/3/2020

- 80BF418601C140C...

TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division Director Date
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DocuSign Envelope ID: F8779A02-7017-48F8-9C00-8FD85821CB30

*x

&= Transportation Conformity Report Form

Project Facility Name:
MPO Project IDs:

Project CSJ Numbers:

Project Limits

From:

To:

Project Sponsor:

Project Description':

Southeast Connector (I-20, 1-820, US 287)

1.50.3, 1.50.4, 1.60.1, 30.40.2, 30.50.1, 30.60.1, 151.30.2, 151.40.1,
1.151.1, 1.30.1, 30.151.1, 151.30.1

0008-13-125, 0008-13-206, 2374-05-066, 0172-06-080, and 0172-09-028

[-20: Forest Hill Drive
[-820: [-20
US 287: Bishop Street

[-20: Park Springs Boulevard
[-820: Brentwood Stair Road
US 287: Sublett Road

TxDOT

I-20

CSJ: 0008-13-206: Reconstruct and widen 8 to 12 mainlanes and 4/6
discontinuous frontage road lanes to 4/8 continuous frontage road lanes on
I-20 from the 1-820/1-20 interchange to Forest Hill Drive. The |-20/1-820 and
[-20/US 287 interchanges would be reconstructed to provide five 12-foot
wide I-20 main travel lanes in each direction with an adjacent four-lane
collector-distributor road system installed in each direction.

CSJ: 2374-05-066: Reconstruct and widen from 8/10 to 10 general purpose
lanes, 4/6 discontinuous lanes to 4/8 discontinuous frontage road lanes, and
go from 0 to 8 collector distributor lanes (from 1-820 to US 287), and add
shared-use path and sidewalks on [-20 from 1-820 to Park Springs Bivd.

I-820

CSJ: 0008-13-125: Reconstruct and widen the -820 freeway from a 4/8 lane
facility to an 8/14 lane facility from 1-20 to Meadowbrook Drive. Along I-820,
north of Meadowbrook Drive, operational improvements consisting of ramp
modifications to and from Meadowbrook Drive and Brentwood Stair Road
would eliminate the current weaving between closely spaced ramps. The
frontage roads would be reconstructed and widened to two to three 12-foot
wide continuous lanes in each direction north of US 281 and two to four 12-
foot wide continuous lanes south of US 281. New location frontage roads
would be constructed from Rosedale Street northward to Craig Street, and
from Carey Street (at US 287) northward to Wilbarger Street (at 1-820). The
[-820/US 287 interchange would be reconstructed to provide four 12-foot
wide I-820 mainlanes to the north in each direction, seven 12-foot wide 1-820
mainlanes to the south in each direction, and six 12-foot wide US 287
mainlanes in each direction.

US 287

CSJ: 0172-06-080: Reconstruct 6 to 6 mainlanes, plus 0 to 2 auxiliary lanes
with 4 discontinuous frontage road lanes to 4/6 discontinuous frontage road
lanes on US 287 from 1-820 to Berry Street.

1 Project description, project details, and other project information should include enough detail in order to make a
determination of project consistency withthe MTP, TIP, STIP, and corresponding transportation conformity

determination.



DocuSign Envelope ID: F8779A02-7017-48F8-9C00-8FD85821CB30
&=._ Transportation Conformity Report Form

X This is a FHWA/FTA non-exempt project (the answer to Steps 2 and 4 is yes, and the
answer to Steps 5 and 6 is no); therefore:

Submit this formto the ENV air specialist. After ENV air specialist review, ENV will
coordinate this form with FHWA/FTA for a project level conformity determination. If
FHWA/FTA agrees that all project level conformity requirements have been met, they
shall sign the project level conformity determination line below. A project level
conformity determination is not complete and project clearance cannot be given until
FHWA/FTA signs this form.

Retain this form and any coordination with FHWA/FTA in the projectfile.

TxDOT ENV Transportation Conformity Validation Complete:

Project CSJ Numbers: 0008-13-125, 0008-13-206, 0172-06-080, 0172-09-028, 2374-05-066

DocuSigned by:

7.
Signature Vinetly losd

CACBT24D35CE4BD...

Name: Timothy Wood
Title: ENV Air Specialist
Date: 6/4/2020

FHWA/FTA Determination of the Project-level Conformity:

Digitally signed by BARBARA C MALEY
BARBARA C MALEY e 20200709 15:43:12 0500

Signature

Name:

Title: Air Quality Specialist and Transportation Planner
Date:

NOTE: FHWA project-level conformity determination is based
upon clarification provided by TxDOT (attached).



