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Documentation of Public Hearing & Public 

Hearing Cancellation 

Project Location 

Harris County 

Business U.S. Highway (BU) 90U 
CSJ 0028-01-067 

Project Limits 

Interstate Highway 610 to East of Mesa Road  

Hearing Location 
Furr High School, 520 Mercury Drive, Houston, TX 77013 

 
Hearing Date and Time 

November 28, 2017 at 5:30 – 7:30 PM 
 

Translation Services 
Spanish 

Presenters 
Mr. Pat Henry, P.E. (TxDOT Advanced Project Development) 

Ms. Janice Kruse, P.E. (AIA Engineers, TxDOT Consultant Engineer) 
Mr. Andrew (Andy) Atlas, AICP (CP&Y, Inc., TxDOT Environmental Consultant) 

 
Elected Officials in Attendance 

Ms. Barbara Koslov, Representing Judge Emmett (Harris County) 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 

12 

Total Number of Commenters 

2 

Public Hearing (Cancelled) 

Originally scheduled for September 5, 2017 at 5:30 – 7:30 PM 
at Eden Event Center, 7450 N. Wayside Drive, Houston, TX 77028 
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A. Comment Response Matrix



Comment 

Number 

Commenter 

Name 

Date 

Received 
Source Comment Topic Response 

1 Mr. Barry Woodward 11/28/2017 Hearing 

Owns property at 4524 North 

McCarty and is concerned 

about a 45 foot long culvert 

that does not appear to be on 

the proposed plans, which 

affects his business.  Mr. 

Woodward is also concerned 

with the proposed right-of-way 

shown on the schematic 

versus his survey. 

The existing culvert under the driveway 

at 4524 North McCarty (corner of 

Manitou and BU90U) is proposed to be 

replaced with an underground 

stormwater sewer pipe.  TxDOT will 

coordinate with individual property 

owners regarding access from their 

property to BU 90U.  TxDOT’s Right-of-

Way Division can assist with questions 

regarding the location of the proposed 

right-of-way in comparison with your 

survey. 

2 Mr. Caesar Perez 

12/4/2017 Email 

TxDOT received a complaint 

that Mr. Perez showed up for 

the hearing twice:  9/5/17 

and 11/28/17 and no one 

showed up.  He wanted to 

know if the hearing was 

cancelled and why. 

The public hearing was postponed on 

September 5, 2017, due to Hurricane 

Harvey.  Notification of the 

postponement was made on TxDOT’s 

website and in the Houston Chronicle.  

A TxDOT consultant met with Mr. Perez 

on the evening of September 5, 2017, 

and spoke with him about the 

postponed hearing.  Postal service was 

unavailable at the time of the 

postponement to notify Mr. Perez or 

other adjacent property owners via 

mail. 

 

The hearing on November 28, 2017, 

was not cancelled and several 

individuals attended the hearing. The 

gates at the north and south parking 

lots of Furr High School were open 

during the public hearing and after the 

hearing was officially closed.  The 

public was directed through wayfinding 

signs to either of these parking lots 

from multiple areas surrounding the 

school. 

12/4/2017 Email 

Mr. Perez indicated that he 

attempted to attend the public 

hearing at Furr High School 

but the gate was locked.  He 

was upset and wanted to talk 

to his neighbors. 
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B. Public Hearing Officer Certification



j. Public Hearing Certification

Project Name: Business U.S. Highway (BU) 90U

County Name Harris County

Control Section Job Numbers (CSJ): 0028-01 -067

Project Limits:

From: Interstate Highway 610

To: East of Mesa Road

I certify that the following statements are true and apply to the project identified above.

A. A public hearing was held on November 28, 2017, at Furr High School in Houston, Harris County,
Texas

B. The economic and social effects of the project location and design and its impacts on the environment
have been considered

C. In determining economic, social, and environmental effects, the statutory provisions of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 have been considered.

0. The project consistency with the goals and objectives of urban planning, as dictated by the community
has been considered.

E. Requirements of Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter 2, Section 2.107
have been met.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws
for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDDT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum
of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

Signed:

_________________________________________

Date: /2//f/17
Name/Title

Print Name: Pat Henry. P.2., Director of Advanced Proiect Development

Form Version 2
TxDOT Environmert31 Affairs Division 760.0 I.FRM
Ec .ve Data: Septcrbor 2016 Page 1 of I
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C. Notices



 

--VOLTEA LA CARTA PARA LEER LA EN ESPAÑOL--- 

Notice 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Business US Highway (BU) 90U 

From Interstate Highway 610 to East of Mesa Road 

CSJ: 0028-01-067 

Harris County, Texas 

 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Houston District, as the lead agency, is proposing to widen 

Business US Highway (BU) 90U from Interstate Highway 610 to east of Mesa Road, in Houston, Harris 

County, Texas. The total distance of the project is apporoximately 1.2 miles. This notice advises the public 

that environmental documents are available for public review and that TxDOT will be conducting a public 

hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will be held on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, at Furr High 

School, 520 Mercury Drive, Houston, TX 77013. Displays will be available for viewing at 5:30 pm with the 

formal hearing starting at 6:30 pm. The purpose of the hearing is to present the planned improvements 

and to receive public comment on the proposed project. 

 

The project proposes to widen the BU 90U roadway from a four-lane undivided rural roadway to a six-lane 

urban facility with a continuous left turn lane. Sidewalks as well as a curb and gutter drainage system would 

be constructed as part of the proposed project. The typical width of the right-of-way (ROW) would increase 

to 120 feet from an exsiting typical width of 100 feet. The proposed improvements would potentially require 

approximately 3 acres of additional ROW. The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce congestion and 

enhance safety in northeast Houston. The proposed project would potentially displace approximately five 

businesses. Information about the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for 

displacees, as well as information about the tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction, can 

be obtained from the TxDOT district office at the address listed below. Relocation assistance is available 

for displaced persons and businesses. The proposed project will encroach into the 100-year floodplain of 

Hunting Bayou. 

 

Any environmental documentation or studies, maps showing the project location and design, tentative 

construction schedules, and other information regarding the project are on file and available for inspection 

by appointment Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT 

Houston District Office, located at 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007, and at TxDOT’s North 

Harris Area Office, located at 16803 Eastex Freeway, Humble, Texas 77396. To schedule an appointment 

at the Houston District please contact Hamid Youssefi at (713) 802-5503, or at the North Harris Area Office 

contact Mr. John Elam, P.E. at (281) 319-6400. The project information can also be viewed online at 

TxDOT’s website:  http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/ 

112817.html. This information also will be available for inspection at the hearing. Verbal and written 

comments from the public regarding the project are requested and may be presented at the hearing, or 

submitted in person or by mail to the TxDOT Houston District Office, Director of Project Development, P.O. 

Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251, or via email to hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov. Comments must be received 

on or before December 13, 2017 to be part of the official hearing record. 

 

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special 

communication or accommodation needs, are encouraged to contact the TxDOT District Public Information 

Officer at (713) 802-5076. Requests should be made at least five days prior to the hearing. Every 

reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs. 

 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 

laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 

Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/112817.html
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/112817.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov


 

--TURN OVER FOR ENGLISH--- 

Aviso 

 

Audiencia Pública 

 
Business US Highway (BU) 90U 

Desde la IH 610 hasta el este de Mesa Road 

CSJ: 0028-01-067 

Harris County, Texas 

 
El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) Distrito de Houston, como la agencia principal, propone 

ampliar la carretera Business US Highway (BU) 90U desde la IH 610 hasta el este de Mesa Road, en Houston, 

Condado de Harris, Texas. La distancia total del proyecto es de aproximadamente 1.2 millas. Este aviso informa 

al público, que los documentos ambientales están disponibles al publico para su revisión y que el TxDOT llevará 

a cabo una audiencia pública sobre el proyecto propuesto. La audiencia se llevará a cabo el martes 28 de 

noviembre de 2017, en el Furr High School, 520 Mercury Drive, Houston, Texas 77013. Las exhibiciones estarán 

disponibles para su visualización a las 5:30 p.m. y la audiencia formal comenzará a las 6:30 p.m. El propósito 

de la audiencia es presentar las mejoras previstas y recibir comentarios del público sobre el proyecto propuesto. 

 

El proyecto propone ampliar la carretera BU 90U de una carretera rural de cuatro carriles no dividida a una 

carretera urbana de seis carriles con un carril continuo de viraje a la izquierda. Las aceras, así como un sistema 

de drenaje de bordillo y cuneta serián construídos como parte del proyecto propuesto. El ancho típico del 

derecho de vía (ROW) aumentaría a 120 pies de uno ancho típico existente de 100 pies. Las mejoras propuestas 

potencialmente requerirían aproximadamente 3 acres adicionales para la ROW. El propósito del proyecto 

propuesto es reducir la congestión y mejorar la seguridad en el noreste de Houston. El proyecto propuesto 

potencialmente desplazaría aproximadamente cinco negocios. Se puede obtener información sobre los 

beneficios de TxDOT’s en el Programa de Asistencia de Reubicación y los servicios para desplazados, así como 

información sobre las fechas tentativas para adquisición de derecho de via y de la etapa de construcción, en la 

oficina del TxDOT Distrito de Houston, en la dirección que se indica a continuación. La asistencia para la 

reubicación está disponible para personas y negocios desplazados. El proyecto propuesto está ubicado en el 

mapa de zona inundable de cien años de Hunting Bayou.  

 

Toda la documentación o estudios ambientales, mapas que muestren la ubicación y el diseño del proyecto, los 

calendarios provisionales de construcción y otra información relacionada con el proyecto están archivados y 

pueden ser inspeccionados de lunes a viernes de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m. en la oficina de TxDOT Distrito de 

Houston, localizada en la 7600 Washington Avenue, Houston, Texas 77007, y en la oficina de TxDOT’s North 

Harris Area Office, localizada en 16803 Eastex Freeway, Humble, Texas 77396. Para programar una cita con 

TxDOTs Distrito de Houston por favor comuníquese con Hamid Youssefi al (713) 802-5503, o en la oficina de 

North Harris, comuníquese con el Sr. John Elam, P.E. al (281) 319-6400. La información del proyecto también 

se puede ver en línea en el sitio web de TxDOT: http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-

meetings/houston/112817.html. Esta información también estará disponible para su inspección en la 

audiencia. Se solicitan comentarios verbales y escritos del público en relación con el proyecto y se puede 

presentar durante la audiencia en persona, o por correo a la oficina TxDOT Distrito de Houston, Director de 

Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251, o por correo electrónico a  

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov. Los comentarios deben ser recibidos a más tardar el 13 de deciembre de 2017 para 

formar parte del expediente oficial de la audiencia. 

 

La audiencia se realizará en inglés. Se sugiere a las personas interesadas en asistir a la audencia pública y que 

tengan necesidades de comunicación o acomodo especial, que se pongan en contacto con el Funcionario de 

Información Pública del TxDOT, al 713-802-5076. Las solicitudes deben realizarse por lo menos cinco días antes 

de la audiencia. Todo esfuerzo razonable será hecho para acomodar estas necesidades. 

 

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales federales aplicables para 

este proyecto están siendo o han sido, llevadas a cabo por TxDOT - en virtud de 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando 

de Entendimiento fechado el 16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT. 

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/112817.html
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/112817.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
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BU 90U

(I-610 to East of Mesa Road)

Adjacent Property Owners

OWNER NAME OWNER NAME2 CITY STATE ZIP

8900 NORTH LOOP EAST LTD HOUSTON TX 77029-1218

ALLEN CARADINE REVOCABLE 2015 LIVING TR WILLIS TX 77318-5174

ASMITA REAL PROPERTY INC C/O JAVED MAREDIA HOUSTON TX 77013-2502

BARTONI INVESTMENT GROUP BAYTOWN TX 77520-7733

CARCAMO NAPOLEON & AMELIDA HOUSTON TX 77015-1793

CARCAMO NAPOLEON & AMELIDA HOUSTON TX 77013-3024

CENTERPOINT ENERGY HOU ELE PROPERTY TAX DEPT 38TH FLR HOUSTON TX 77251-1475

CHSP PROPERTY LP HOUSTON TX 77029-1259

CITY OF HOUSTON PARCEL A88-183 HOUSTON TX 77251-1562

CITY OF HOUSTON - NE HOUSTON PUBLIC WORKS SVC CNTR HOUSTON TX 77251-1562

CORONADO GUILLERMO GALENA PARK TX 77547-3153

CYRUS 10 INVESTMENTS LLC HOUSTON TX 77013-3035

CYRUS 10 INVESTMENTS LLC MURRAY LOBB PLLC HOUSTON TX 77013-3035

CYRUS 10 INVESTMENTS LLC HOUSTON TX 77054-4666

DECHINCHILLA SYUAPA D HUMBLE TX 77396-3058

DER HOLDINGS LLC C/O DANIEL ESQUIVEL HOUSTON TX 77013-3636

DIAZ ARNOLDO J RODAS & ROSA HOUSTON TX 77013-3024

DUQUE FLOR DUQUE GIOVANNI HOUSTON TX 77013-3635

ESQUIVEL DANIEL HOUSTON TX 77013-3636

FIRST INDUSTRIAL LP CHICAGO IL 60606-6627

GLMCCARTY PROPERTIES LLC HOUSTON TX 77029-3762

GLOBAL NEW MILLENNIUM SUGAR LAND TX 77478-4476

GRADDY INVESTMENTS HOUSTON LLC ATLANTA GA 30326-1497

HARRIS COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT HOUSTON TX 77092-8601

HARTMAN DONALD D PEARLAND TX 77581-5184

HUFF MILTON E HOUSTON TX 77013-3009

JJ POWELL REAL PROPERTY LP HOUSTON TX 77013-2508

KARSI PROPERTIES INC HOUSTON TX 77013-3009

LOPEZ JOSE G HOUSTON TX 77013-3012

LOVES TRAVEL STOPS OKLAHOMA CITY OK 73126-0120

M & M PAWNSHOP CORP HOUSTON TX 77013-3636

MANO INTERNATIONAL LLC HOUSTON TX 77013-3633

MARTIN DAVID R SR ET AL HOUSTON TX 77013-3035

MARTINEZ ANGEL & MARIA O HOUSTON TX 77075-3006

MCCARTY HTOWN INVESTMENTS LLC SUNNYVALE TX 75182

MENDIOLA GILBERT G HOUSTON TX 77020-5021

MESSA & MCCARTY HOLDING LP HOUSTON TX 77036-2028

NARSI MANAGEMENT LP HOUSTON TX 77020-5573

NL EAST INC HOUSTON TX 77095-2961

PEREZ CESAR A & FLOR G C/O REGIO TRUCK SALES HOUSTON TX 77013-3632

PTCAA TEXAS LP C/O PILOT TRAVEL CENTERS LEXINGTON KY 40555-4470

RIVERA FREDDY & ALFREDO URIBE HOUSTON TX 77013-2501

RUBALCAVA RUBEN & JUANITA HOUSTON TX 77088-2112

SALINAS JOSE R & ADALIA HOUSTON TX 77049-1450

SANI LLC HOUSTON TX 77013-3635

SIMPA TEXAS INC NO 3 HOUSTON TX 77008-1721

SKAT CORPORATION HOUSTON TX 77051-1713

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY C/O UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO OMAHA NE 68179-1640

START TRUCKING INC HOUSTON TX 77220-5376

TTM LAND, LLC HOUSTON TX 77013-3011

VASQUE SAMUEL ANTONIO SPRING TX 77388-4932

VASQUEZ SAMUEL A SPRING TX 77388-4932

W MC LLC Seabrook TX 77586-3462

12/18/2017 Page 1
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Public Hearing - BU 90U
Home > Inside TxDOT > Get Involved > Hearings & Meetings > Schedule

Where: Furr High School
520 Mercury Drive
Houston, TX 77013 (Map )

When: Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017
Open House 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Public Hearing 6:30 p.m.

Purpose: The purpose of the public hearing is to gather public input on the proposed widening
of BU 90U from I-610 to east of Mesa Road, in Harris County, Texas. The first part of
the meeting will be an open house format so the public may come and go at their
convenience, followed by a formal presentation and comment period.

Description: Proposed improvements include:

Widen the existing travel lanes from 11 feet to 12 feet
Add one additional 14-foot travel lane in each direction
Add continuous sidewalks in each direction throughout the project limits
Add one 16-foot continuous left turn lane

The project requires approximately 2.47 acres of right of way for a proposed right of
way width of 120 feet.  The proposed project would displace five commercial
businesses in four commercial structures.  No residential displacements are
proposed. 

The estimated construction cost is $20 million.  The duration of construction is
anticipated to last 18 months and start in mid-2020.

Comments must be received on or before December 13, 2017 to be part of the official
hearing record.

Special accommodations: TxDOT makes every reasonable effort to accommodate the
needs of the public. The open house will be in English. If you have a special
communication accommodation or need for an interpreter, a request can be made. If
you have a disability and need assistance, special arrangements can also be made to
accommodate most needs. Please call the TxDOT Houston District Public Information
Office at (713) 802-5076  at least five working days prior to the meeting. Please be

aware that advance notice is requested as some accommodations may require time
for TxDOT to arrange.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT. 

 

Downloads: Notice
Schematic
Typical Section

Contact: Reference the following project number: 0028-01-067
TxDOT Houston District
(713) 802-5076

Email

Updated: Nov. 13, 2017
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        -----------------------------------------
           TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
                     PUBLIC HEARING
              BUSINESS US HIGHWAY (BU) 90U
              (IH 610 TO EAST OF MESA ROAD)
                  ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS
        _________________________________________

    On the 28th day of November, 2017, the following

public hearing was conducted for the above proposed

project held at Furr High School, 520 Mercury Drive,

Houston, Harris County, Texas.  Proceedings reported by

computerized stenotype machine.
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1                         SPEAKERS

2 Mr. Pat Henry, Director of Advanced Project Development

3          for the Texas Department of Transportation

4          (TxDOT)

5

6 Ms. Janice Kruse, TxDOT Consultant Project Engineer

7

8 Mr. Andy Atlas, Consultant Environmental Project Manager, CP&Y, Inc.

9                     AUDIENCE SPEAKERS

10 Mr. Barry Woodward

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1               MR. HENRY:  Good evening.  My name is Pat

2 Henry, and I am the Director of Advanced Project

3 Development for the Texas Department of Transportation

4 (TxDOT) Houston District.  Before we begin tonight's

5 presentation, please silence all cell phones and

6 electronics devices.

7               Today is November 28th, 2017, and the time

8 is 6:35.  On behalf of the Texas Department of

9 Transportation, I would like to welcome and thank you

10 for your interest and participation in this public

11 hearing.

12               We would also like to thank the Houston

13 Independent School District and Furr High School for the

14 use of this beautiful facility.

15               As you entered tonight, you were asked to

16 register at one of our sign-in tables.  If you have not

17 already done so, please register before you leave

18 tonight so that we have a record of your participation

19 at this public hearing.

20               Please feel free to view the exhibits.

21 They will be available until we adjourn tonight.

22               Prior to December 16, 2014, the Federal

23 Highway Administration (FHWA) reviewed and approved

24 documents prepared under the National Environmental

25 Policy Act, known as NEPA; however, on December 16,
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1 2014, TxDOT assumed responsibility from FHWA for

2 reviewing and approving certain assigned NEPA

3 environmental documents.

4               We would like to welcome and recognize the

5 elected officials who are in attendance tonight.

6               Earlier Barbara Koslov from Judge Emmett's

7 office was here.

8               If there are any other elected officials

9 present tonight, please raise your right hand to be

10 recognized.  Each of you will be given the opportunity

11 to speak prior to the public comment period.

12               The Notices of this public hearing were

13 advertised in the locations noted on the slide.

14               The purpose of this public hearing is to

15 present the proposed improvements to Business US Highway

16 90U, the findings for the Categorical Exclusion, and to

17 receive your comments on the proposed project.

18               The public comment session will begin

19 following the presentation.  We will not answer

20 questions during the presentation or public comment

21 session, but we will be available to answer your

22 questions following the comment session.  This official

23 public hearing will adjourn after all verbal comments

24 have been heard.

25               Now would like to introduce Ms. Janice
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1 Kruse, TxDOT Consultant Project Engineer, who will

2 discuss the engineering for the proposed BU 90U Roadway

3 Improvement Project.

4               MS. KRUSE:  Thank you, Mr. Henry.

5               The proposed project limits along BU 90U

6 are from Interstate Highway 610 to east of Mesa Road

7 within the City of Houston, Harris County, a distance of

8 approximately 1.2 miles.

9               The project is needed due to increased

10 traffic demand along the project corridor, increased

11 growth in the region, and enhance safety of the roadway.

12               The purposes of the project are to

13 reconstruct BU 90U to reduce congestion by adding travel

14 lanes and a continuous left-turn lane, adding sidewalks

15 throughout the project limits, and the travel lanes

16 would be wider to accommodate bicyclists in the project

17 area.

18               The existing rural BU 90U typically

19 consists of four, undivided 11-foot wide travel lanes,

20 two in each direction, with 6-foot shoulders and open

21 ditches within generally a 100 foot right-of-way.

22               TxDOT led one public meeting in December,

23 2006 to gather input from the public and to help develop

24 and evaluate each of the project's alternatives.

25               The proposed project being presented
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1 tonight would widen the existing four-lane rural,

2 undivided highway to a six-lane, divided urban highway.

3               A 16-foot continuous left-turn lane is

4 proposed throughout the project limits to enhance safety

5 and assist left-turning movements within the corridor.

6               The proposed sidewalks will provide

7 accommodations for pedestrians within the project area.

8               Approximately 3 acres of new right-of-way

9 would be required for the proposed project.

10               The proposed project would potentially

11 displace approximately 5 businesses.

12               The proposed project would consist of two

13 11-foot wide travel lanes, one in each direction, two

14 12-foot wide travel lanes, one in each direction, plus

15 two 14-foot wide travel lanes, again, one in each

16 direction.

17               The 14-foot wide travel lane would

18 accommodate bicyclists in the project area.  The project

19 would also consist of a 16-foot wide continuous

20 left-turn lane and continuous sidewalks on both sides of

21 the highway.  The open ditches would be converted to a

22 curb and gutter system.  The proposed right-of-way would

23 be approximately 120 feet.

24               The estimated construction cost for the

25 proposed project would be $20 million.  Construction is
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1 anticipated to begin in the mid-2020 and would take

2 approximately 18 months to complete.

3               This completes the engineering and design

4 portion of the presentation.  I would now like to

5 introduce Andy Atlas with CP&Y, Inc. who will present

6 the findings of the environmental studies.

7               MR. ATLAS:  Thank you, Ms. Kruse.  I am

8 Andy Atlas, the Consultant Environmental Project

9 Manager.  A Categorical Exclusion Documentation (or CE)

10 was prepared for the proposed project and is available

11 tonight for your review.

12               The CE documentation sets out to

13 accomplish four objectives:  The CE Technical Reports

14 compare the Build and No-Build alternatives, presents

15 existing conditions, evaluates potential impacts, and

16 summarizes coordination with the public and resource

17 agencies.

18               As part of the categorical exclusion

19 process, natural, cultural and social resources were

20 evaluated for potential impacts as a result of the

21 proposed project.

22               The analysis concluded that there were

23 potential impacts as a result of the project, which

24 include:  As previously stated, approximately 3 acres of

25 new right-of-way would be required for the proposed
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1 improvements, which would potentially displace

2 approximately five commercial businesses.  Our

3 right-of-way staff is here to assist you should you have

4 any questions regarding the acquisition of property.

5               A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404

6 Nationwide Permit is anticipated for the construction of

7 a storm sewer outfall into Hunting Bayou, a

8 jurisdictional water-body.

9               Portions of the proposed project lie

10 within the 100-year floodplain of Hunting Bayou;

11 however, the project would be designed in accordance

12 with current TxDOT and FHWA policies.

13               Best Management Practices or BMPs will be

14 utilized, as practicable, during project construction

15 for the American eel, a protected species, migratory

16 birds, vegetation impacts and water quality.

17               Throughout the environmental process,

18 TxDOT has coordinated with many resource agencies,

19 elected officials, and stakeholders, including the

20 public and all of the entities listed on this slide.

21               In the next steps of the environmental

22 process, all comments received tonight, as well as

23 written comments received during the comment period,

24 will be included in the official public hearing record

25 and will be addressed in the next phase of the
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1 environmental process.  The comments received will be

2 used to help finalize the Build Alternative.

3               The CE and all related technical reports

4 are available for public review after this public

5 hearing at the TxDOT Houston District Office and North

6 Harris Area Office.  In addition, should you wish to

7 obtain a copy for your personal use, paper copies may be

8 purchased for the cost of reproduction.

9               I would like to hand the hearing back over

10 to Mr. Pat Henry.

11               MR. HENRY:  Thank you, Andy.  At this

12 time, we will move to the public comment portion of the

13 hearing.

14               There are several ways to comment on the

15 proposed BU 90U Roadway Improvement Project.  You may

16 present your comments here tonight for the court

17 reporter.  If you wish to speak for the public record,

18 and have not filled out a speaker card, please raise

19 your hand now so the speakers will be called in the

20 order that they are signed up.

21               Does anyone wish to speak and has not

22 already signed up?

23               We got somebody over here.  The gentleman

24 in the red shirt.

25               You may also submit your comments in
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1 writing.  We have provided comment boxes if you choose

2 to leave your completed comment form tonight.  Your

3 comment forms may also be mailed or sent electronically

4 to the e-mail address shown here and listed in your

5 handout.

6               Written comments must be submitted or

7 postmarked by December 13, 2017.

8               Both written and verbal comments will be

9 considered equally.  If you submit your comments in

10 writing, it is not necessary to repeat your comments

11 verbally.

12               There are no elected officials who wish to

13 speak, so I'll skip this page.

14               Now I would like to provide an opportunity

15 for those who have registered to speak on the proposed

16 project.

17               You will have three minutes to make your

18 comments.  When I announce your name, please come to the

19 microphone and clearly state your name and whom you may

20 represent.

21               A timer, located on the screen, will

22 indicate the beginning of your three minutes.  After

23 three minutes, you will be asked to be seated so the

24 next speaker can make his or her comments.  If you have

25 additional comments, please complete the written comment
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1 form provided to you.

2               And I will call the speakers listed on the

3 public speaker registration cards in the order they were

4 received.

5               Barry Woodward.

6               Where's the microphone?  Other corner down

7 there.

8               MR. WOODWARD:  Welcome, and my name is

9 Barry Woodward.  I'm with -- my property is at 4524

10 North McCarty and my concerns was that my existing

11 business at this location, that your survey records are

12 not accurate to where they are today.

13               And that the address that I have at 4524,

14 there is a culvert that's put in that's a 45-foot

15 culvert that is not shown on your new proposed plan and

16 I want to know why they're taking that culvert away

17 because that's what supports my business at that address

18 and that's what gives me that address for that location,

19 4524 North McCarty.

20               Also, I was wanting to know what the

21 yellow existing right-of-way that you currently show

22 versus the new proposed right-of-way.

23               I just was interested in what the

24 difference of the footage from what's existing, that I

25 already have on my survey when I purchased my property,
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1 and that amount to me, I figure, like, 10 feet.

2               Other than that, I don't have any other

3 questions or concerns.  Just, I want to know why that

4 culvert is not being maintained because that's going to

5 destroy our business that we have at that location.

6               MR. HENRY:  Okay.  Thank you.

7               Janice, can you get together with

8 Mr. Woodward after the hearing and answer his questions?

9               Not having any more speakers registered, I

10 would like to adjourn the hearing, and we will now close

11 the hearing.  It is exactly 6:46 p.m., and the hearing

12 is adjourned.

13               Please drive safely, and there is a lot of

14 congestion driving out northwest.  Be careful.  Thank

15 you.

16               (Public hearing adjourned at 6:46 p.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1               REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2               I, Melissa Magandy, Certified Shorthand

3 Reporter in and for the State of Texas, hereby certify

4 that the above and foregoing contains a true and correct

5 transcription of all portions of the above-referenced

6 comments and were reported by me.

7               Certified by me on ______________, ______.

8

9                           _____________________________

10                           Melissa Magandy, CSR
                          Texas CSR, 9440

11                           Expiration: 12/31/2018
                          Liberty Litigation Support, LLC

12                           7171 Highway 6 North, Suite 250
                          Houston, Texas 77095

13                           Phone: (281)200-5310
                          Fax: (713)533-8997

14                           Firm Registration No. 708

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
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F. Comments Received



COMMENT FORM 
(FORMA DE COMENTARIOS) 

Public Hearing – Business US Highway (BU) 90U (Interstate Highway (IH) 610 to East of Mesa Road) 

Audiencia Pública – BU 90U desde la IH 610 hasta el este de Mesa Road 

MW: CSJ No. 0028-01-067 

November 28, 2017 
(28 de noviembre de 2017) 

 
__I am an Elected Official (Soy Funcionario/a electo) Position (Posición):_________________________________________ 

Name and Mailing Address (Optional) (Nombre y Dirección [Opcional]): 
Name (Nombre)______________________________________________________________________________________________  
Address (Dirección)___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone (Teléfono)_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ITEMS BELOW:  (Favor de marcar la que le aplique) 

I am primarily interested in the project from the standpoint of a: (Me interesa el proyecto desde el punto de vista de:)  
__Residential property owner or renter      __Business property owner or lessee 
    (Propietario o inquilino residencial)     (Propietario o inquilino del negocio) 

__Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar]) ______________________________________________________________ 

Per Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5): check each of the following boxes that apply to you: (Por Código de 
Transportación de Texas, §201.811(a)(5): marcar siguientes casillas que le correspondan:)  

__I am employed by TxDOT (Soy empleado de TxDOT) 
__I do business with TxDOT (Hago negocios con TxDOT) 
__I could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which I am commenting (Podria beneficiarme económicamante con  
este proyecto u otro asunto del cual estoy comentando)  

How did you learn about this hearing?  (¿Como se enteró de esta reunión?)  

__Newspaper (Periódico)   __Notice in the Mail (Aviso por Correo)   
__Other (Please explain) (Otro [Favor de explicar] ) _______________________________________________________________ 

Do you support the proposed project?  (¿Apoya el proyecto propuesto?)       ___ Yes (Sí)   ___ No (No)    ___Undecided (Indeciso)       
 
 
COMMENTS (COMENTARIOS): ________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please make additional comments on the back.  (Favor de hacer comentarios adicionales al dorso de esta forma.) 

This comment form may be turned in tonight, mailed, or emailed by December 13, 2017 to the address below: 
(Esta formulario de comentarios puede ser entregado esta noche, por correo, o por correo electrónico a más tardar el 13 de diciembre 
de 2017 a la siguiente dirección:) 

 
Director of Project Development  

Texas Department of Transportation – Houston District  
P.O. Box 1386 

Houston, Texas 77251-1386 

Email: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov 
 

mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Director of Project Development  
Texas Department of Transportation – Houston District  
P.O. Box 1386 
Houston, Texas 77251-1386 

 
 
 
 
 

Director of Project Development  
Texas Department of Transportation – Houston District  

 
 
 

 (MW: CSJ No. 0028-01-067) 

 
P.O. Box 1386 

Houston, Texas 77251-1386 
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G. Figures 

Photographs 
Public Hearing Exhibit Boards 

Public Hearing Schematic Design 
Public Hearing Handout 

Public Hearing Presentation 



Public Hearing Photographs  November 28, 2017 

BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 1 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Wayfinding sign located at the south parking lot of Furr High School along Oates Road (facing north). 

 

 
Wayfinding sign located at the north parking lot of Furr High School along Oates Road (facing north).  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 2 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Wayfinding sign located at Mercury Drive and Dunvegan Way (facing north). 

 

 
Wayfinding sign located at Mercury Drive and I-610 intersection (facing north).  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 3 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Wayfinding sign located at Oates Road and I-610 westbound frontage road (facing west). 

 

 
Wayfinding sign located along Oates Road, facing south, north of US 90 (facing south).  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 4 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Wayfinding sign located at the intersection of Oates Road and Mercury Drive (facing south). 

 

 
Wayfinding sign located at the intersection of Oates Road and Mercury Drive (facing west).  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 5 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Wayfinding sign located along Oates Road under US 90 (facing south).  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 6 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Wayfinding sign at Furr High School towards school entrance (facing south). 

 

 
Wayfinding sign moved to an easel at the school entrance (facing southeast).  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 7 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Environmental exhibit boards in gymnasium. 

 

 
Environmental exhibit boards in gymnasium.
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 8 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Environmental exhibit boards in gymnasium. 

 

 
Environmental exhibit boards in gymnasium.
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 9 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Environmental exhibit boards in gymnasium. 

 

 
Environmental exhibit boards in gymnasium with environmental document table.  



Public Hearing Photographs  November 28, 2017 

BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 10 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Environmental document table and environmental constraints map in gymnasium. 

 

 
Schematic layout in gymnasium.  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 11 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Open house (comment table, ROW table, schematic layout) conducted in auditorium. 

 

 
Public speaking with project staff regarding project.  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 12 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Project staff speaking to the public about the project.  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 13 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
TxDOT Right-of-Way staff speaking to the public about the project.  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 14 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Public gathering at one of the comment tables.  
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 15 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Public speaking with project staff at the schematic layout station. 
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BU 90U (I-610 to East of Mesa Road)  page 16 

CSJ (0028-01-067) 

 
Public hearing presentation in auditorium. 

 

 
Public hearing presentation in auditorium (speaker table on stage). 



PUBLIC HEARING
Business US Highway (BU) 90U

Roadway Improvement Project

From Interstate Highway 610 to East of Mesa Road

November 28, 2017     
Open House:  Begins at 5:30 pm; Hearing: Begins at 6:30 pm

Furr High School, 520 Mercury Drive, Houston, Texas

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are

being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 

December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.



BU 90U Public Hearing

2

WELCOME

• Open House – Begins at 5:30 p.m.

• Public Hearing – Begins at 6:30 p.m.

• Present the Proposed Project Design

• Allow the Public to Make Comments on the Proposed 

Project

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 

laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §327 and a 

Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.



Proposed Project Limits/Location



Description of the Proposed Project

Limits: From Interstate Highway 610 to East of Mesa Road

Length: 1.2 miles

Proposed right-of-way width: 120 feet

New right-of-way needed: Approximately 3 acres

Displacements: Approximately five potential displacements 

Proposed improvements: 

 Widen road from a 4-lane undivided rural roadway to a
6-lane urban facility with a 16 foot-wide continuous left-turn 
lane

 Construct continuous sidewalks on both sides of corridor

Estimated construction cost: $20 million



Need and Purpose

Project Needs

 Increase capacity

 Accommodate anticipated population growth

 Enhance safety

Project Purposes

 Reduce congestion and accommodate anticipated population 

growth by providing additional capacity/travel lanes and a 

continuous left-turn lane

 Enhance safety for the traveling public by adding sidewalks 

and wider travel lanes to accommodate bicyclists



Existing Roadway Typical Section



Proposed Typical Roadway Section



Project Timeline

Public 

Meeting

(12/5/2006)

Revised 

Project 

Design

Public 

Hearing

(WE ARE 

HERE)

Consider 

Public 

Hearing
Comments

Finalize CE & 
Obtain 

Environmental 
Approval

(Anticipated 
Early 2018)

Complete 
Final Design

Acquire
Right-of-Way 
& Relocate 

Utilities

Begin 
Construction

(Mid 2020 
Anticipated)



Public Hearing Comments

HOW TO COMMENT
Choose one of the following methods

 VERBAL COMMENTS – Complete a speaker card to speak during the Public Hearing

 Submit WRITTEN COMMENTS Tonight:

 In the Comment Box

 Submit Comments by MAIL to:

Texas Department of Transportation - Houston District

ATTN:  Director of Project Development

P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 77251-1386

 Submit Comments ELECTRONICALLY by December 13, 2017:

 E-Mail: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov

OR

 TxDOT Website:  http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston/bu90u.html

Comments must be postmarked or submitted via mail, e-mail, or online by December 13, 2017

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/090517.html

mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/houston/bu90u.html
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BU 90U Roadway Improvements Project 

From Interstate Highway 610 to East of Mesa Road 

CSJ 0028-01-067 
 

Welcome to Tonight’s Public Hearing 
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) welcomes you to the Public Hearing for the proposed improvements 

to Business US Highway (BU) 90U from Interstate Highway 610 to east of Mesa Road, in Houston, Harris County, 
Texas. The purpose of tonight's public hearing is to afford the public an opportunity to review and provide comments 

on the proposed project. 

The public hearing will be conducted on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, at the Furr High School located at 520 Mercury 

Drive, Houston, Texas 77013. The hearing will begin with an open house format where the draft technical reports 

supporting a Categorical Exclusion, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules 

and other information regarding the project will be available for review beginning at 5:30 p.m. The formal presentation 

will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Representatives from TxDOT and the study team are available to answer individual questions. Public comments are 

encouraged. 

Project Summary 
The proposed project includes widening the existing four-lane undivided rural roadway to a six-lane urban facility 

within the 1.2 mile long project limits. The roadway design would include an 11-foot inside travel lane (one in each 

direction), a 12-foot middle travel lane (one in each direction), a 14-foot outside travel lane (one in each direction) 

and a 16 foot continuous left turn lane. A curb and gutter drainage system and sidewalks, on both sides of the 

roadway, are designed within the proposed right-of-way of 120 feet. Construction limits begin at I-610 and extend 

eastward to east of Mesa Road (near Liberty Road). 

The proposed improvements would require approximately 3 acres of additional right-of-way and potentially displace 

approximately five businesses. Relocation assistance is available to displaced persons and businesses.  Information 

about the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as information about 

the tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction can be obtained from the TxDOT Houston District office. 
 

Proposed Project Typical Section 

 

 

Cómo participar en el Proyecto Propuesto 

Se invita al público a participar en el proyecto asistiendo a la 

audiencia pública y haciendo preguntas. También puede 

proporcionar comentarios por escrito en la audiencia en las 

tarjetas de comentario proporcionadas. Las tarjetas de 

comentarios pueden ser entregadas en la audiencia pública 

o pueden ser enviadas por correo o por correo electrónico a 

TxDOT.  

Los comentarios escritos también pueden ser enviados por 

correo postal o correo electrónico. Por favor, indique su 

nombre y dirección en su tarjeta de comentarios, carta o 

correo electrónico. 

Enviar comentario a: 
 
TxDOT Houston District 

Director of Project Development 

Texas Department of Transportation 

P.O. Box 1386 

Houston, Texas 77251-1386 
 

Todos los comentarios enviados por correo postal deben ser 

matasellados en o antes del 13 de diciembre de 2017, a: 

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov. 

OBJETIVO DEL PROYECTO PROPUESTO 

Y BENEFICIOS ANTICIPADOS 
El propósito del proyecto sería reducir la 

congestión proporcionando carriles 

adicionales de capacidad / carril continuo de 

viraje a la izquierda, mejorando la seguridad 

de los peatones a través de la adición de 

aceras a lo largo de los límites del proyecto y 

proporcionando carriles de viaje más anchos 

que acomoden ciclistas. 

Próximos Pasos 

 Considerar los comentarios de la Audiencia 

Pública 

 Finalizar el análisis  ambiental 

 Abrobar la Exclusión Categórica 

 Comenzar la adquisición de derecho de 

vía y reubicar los instalaciones públicas 

 Completar el diseño final 

 Se anticipa que la construcción pudiera 

comenzar a mediados de 2020 y durara 

aproximadamente 18 meses 

 El costo del proyecto propuesto será 

aproximadamente 20 millones de dólares. 

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are 
being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 
2014, and executed by FHWA TxDOT 

mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov


Proyecto de Mejoras a la Carretera BU 90U 

Desde la IH 610 hasta el este de Mesa Road 

CSJ 0028-01-067 
 

Bienvenidos a la Audiencia Pública de Esta Noche 

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) le da la bienvenida a la Audiencia Pública para las mejoras 

propuestas a la carretera Business 90U desde la IH 610 al este de la Mesa Road en Houston, condado de Harris, 

Texas. El propósito de esta audiencia pública es dar al público la oportunidad de revisar y proveer comentarios sobre 

el proyecto propuesto. 

La audiencia pública se llevará a cabo el martes, 28 de noviembre de 2017, en la Furr High School ubicada en el 

520 Mercury Drive, Houston Texas 77013. La audiencia comenzará con un formato de foro informativo donde los  

Informes técnicos preliminares que apoyan una exclusión categórica, mapas que muestran la ubicación y el diseño 

del proyecto, los itinerarios provisionales de la construcción y otra información sobre el proyecto estarán disponibles 

para su revisión desde las 5:30 p.m. hasta las 6:30 p.m. La presentación formal comenzará a las 6:30 p.m. 

Representantes de TXDOT y el equipo de estudio estarán disponibles para responder preguntas individuales. Se 

solicita comentarios del público. 

Resumen del Proyecto 
El proyecto propuesto incluye la ampliación de la carretera existente de cuatro carriles indivisos a una carretera 

dividida de seis carriles dentro de los límites del proyecto de 1.2 millas de largo. El diseño tendría un carril de viaje 

interior de 11 pies (uno en cada dirección), un carril en medio de 12 pies (uno en cada dirección), un carril de viaje 

exterior de 14 pies (uno en cada dirección) y un carril de 16 pies continuo de viraje a la izquierda. Un desagüe de 

bordillo y cuneta y aceras en ambos lados están diseñadas dentro del derecho de vía propuesta de 120 pies. Los 

límites de construcción empiezan en la  I-610 y se extienden hacia el este de Mesa (cerca de Liberty Road). 

Las mejoras propuestas requerirían aproximadamente 3 acres de derecho de vía adicionales y potencialmente 

desplazaría a cinco negocios. La asistencia de reubicación está disponible para negocios y personas desplazadas. 

Se puede obtener información sobre el Programa de Asistencia de Reubicación de TxDOT, beneficios y servicios para 

desplazados y información sobre los horarios tentativos para la adquisición de derecho de vía y la construcción, en 

la oficina de TxDOT Distrito de Houston. 
 

Sección Típica del Proyecto Propuesto 
 

 
 

 

PURPOSE OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

AND ANTICIPATED BENEFITS 
The purpose of the project would be to 

reduce congestion by providing additional 

capacity/travel lanes and a continuous left 

turn lane, improving safety to pedestrians 

through adding sidewalks throughout the 

project limits, and providing wider travel 

lanes that will accommodate bicyclists. 

Next Steps 

 Consider public hearing comments 

 Finalize environmental analysis 

 Approve Categorical Exclusion 

 Acquire right-of-way and relocate utilities 

 Complete final design 

 Anticipated construction to begin in  

mid-2020 and construction time is 

approximately 18 months 

 Estimated construction cost: $20 million 

How to Get Involved in the Proposed 

Project 

The public is invited to participate in the project by 

attending the public hearing and providing comments. 

You may also provide written comments at the hearing on 

the provided comment cards. Comment cards may be 

turned in at the public hearing, or you may mail or email 

the comment card to TxDOT.  

Written comments may be submitted via U.S. Mail or 

email. Comments may be submitted in English or 

Spanish. Please provide your name and address on your 

comment card, letter or email. 

Submit comment to: 
 

TxDOT Houston District 
Director of Project Development 
Texas Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 1386 
Houston, Texas 77251-1386 

All mailed comments must be postmarked or emailed on 

or before December 13, 2017, to:  

hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov  

La revisión ambiental, consulta, y otras acciones requeridas por las Leyes Ambientales Federales aplicables para este 

Proyecto están siendo o han sido llevado a cabo por TXDOT en virtud de 23 USC 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento de 

Diciembre 16, 2014, y ejecutado por la FHWA Y TXDOT. 

mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov


TxDOT Representative: Pat Henry

Good evening. My name is Pat Henry, and I am the Director of Advanced Project 

Development for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Houston District. 

Before we begin tonight’s presentation, please silence all cell phones and electronic 

devices.  

Today is November 28, 2017, and the time is 6:_____ pm.  On behalf of the Texas 

Department of Transportation, I would like to thank you for your interest and 

participation in this public hearing. 

We would also like to thank Houston Independent School District and Furr High 

School for the use of this beautiful facility. 

As you entered tonight, you were asked to register at one of our sign-in tables. If 

you have not already done so, please register before you leave tonight, so that we 

have a record of your participation at this public hearing.

Please feel free to view the exhibits.  They will be available until we adjourn tonight.
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Mr. Pat Henry:

Prior to December 16, 2014, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) reviewed 

and approved documents prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act, 

known as NEPA; however, on December 16, 2014, TxDOT assumed responsibility 

from FHWA for reviewing and approving certain assigned NEPA environmental 

documents.
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Mr. Pat Henry:

We would like to welcome and recognize the elected officials who are in attendance 

tonight.

(Read the names from the sign-in sheets.)

If there are any other elected officials present tonight, please raise your hand to be 

recognized.  Each of you will be given the opportunity to speak prior to the public 

comment period.

(Recognize each person.)

Thank you.
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Mr. Pat Henry:

The Notices of this public hearing were advertised in the locations noted on this 

slide.  

[Pause briefly to allow the audience to read the slide.]
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Mr. Pat Henry:

The purpose of this public hearing is to present the proposed improvements to 

Business US Highway (BU) 90 U, the findings for the Categorical Exclusion, and to 

receive your comments on the proposed project.

The public comment session will begin following the presentation.  We will not 

answer questions during the presentation or public comment session, but we will be 

available to answer your questions following the comment session.  This official 

public hearing will adjourn after all verbal comments have been heard. 

Now I would like to introduce Ms. Janice Kruse, TxDOT Consultant Project

Engineer, who will discuss the engineering for the proposed BU 90U Roadway 

Improvement Project.
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Ms. Kruse:

Thank you Mr. Henry.

The proposed project limits along BU 90U are from Interstate Highway 610 to east 

of Mesa Road within the City of Houston, Harris County, a distance of approximately 

1.2 miles.
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Ms. Kruse:

The project is needed due to increased traffic demand along the project corridor, 

increased growth in the region, and enhance safety of the roadway.

The purposes of the project are to reconstruct BU 90U to reduce congestion by 

adding travel lanes and a continuous left-turn lane, adding sidewalks throughout the 

project limits, and the travel lanes would be wider to accommodate bicyclists in the 

project area.
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Ms. Kruse:

The existing rural BU 90U typically consists of four, undivided 11-foot-wide travel 

lanes (two in each direction), with 6 foot shoulders, and open ditches within 

generally a 100 foot right-of-way.

TxDOT led one public meeting in December 2006 to gather input from the public 
and to help develop and evaluate each of the project’s alternatives.
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Ms. Kruse:

The proposed project being presented tonight would widen the existing four-lane 

rural, undivided highway to a six-lane, divided urban highway.

A 16-foot continuous left turn lane is proposed throughout the project limits to 

enhance safety and assist left-turning movements within the corridor.

The proposed sidewalks will provide accommodations for pedestrians within the 

project area. 

Approximately 3 acres of new right-of-way would be required for the proposed 

project.

The proposed project would potentially displace approximately 5 businesses.
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Ms. Kruse:

The proposed project would consist of two 11-foot wide travel lanes (one in each 

direction), two 12-foot-wide travel lanes (one in each direction) plus two 14-foot wide 

travel lanes (one in each direction).  The 14-foot wide travel lane would 

accommodate bicyclists in the project area.  The project would also consist of a 16-

foot-wide continuous left turn lane, and continuous sidewalks on both sides of the 

highway.  The open ditches would be converted to a curb and gutter system.  The 
proposed right-of-way would be approximately 120 feet.
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Ms. Kruse:

The estimated construction cost for the proposed project would be $20 million.  

Construction is anticipated to begin in the mid-2020 and would take approximately 

18 months to complete.

This completes the engineering and design portion of the presentation.  I would now 

would like to introduce Andy Atlas with CP&Y, Inc. who will present the findings of 

the environmental studies.
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Mr. Atlas:

Thank you Ms. Kruse.  I am Andy Atlas, the Consultant Environmental Project 

Manager.  A Categorical Exclusion Documentation (or CE) was prepared for the 

proposed project and is available tonight for your review.

The CE documentation sets out to accomplish four objectives: the CE Technical 

Reports compare the Build and No-Build alternatives, presents existing conditions,

evaluates potential impacts, and summarizes coordination with the public and 

resource agencies.
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Mr. Atlas:

As part of the categorical exclusion process, natural, cultural and social resources 
were evaluated for potential impacts as a result of the proposed project.

(Pause to allow audience to read the slide)

The analysis concluded that there were potential impacts as a result of the project, 
which include:

• As previously stated, approximately 3 acres of new right-of-way would be 
required for the proposed improvements, which would potentially displace 
approximately five commercial businesses.  Our right-of-way staff is here to 
assist you should have you have any questions regarding the acquisition of 
property.

• A US Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Nationwide Permit is anticipated for 
the construction of a storm sewer outfall into Hunting Bayou, a jurisdictional 
waterbody.

• Portions of the proposed project lie within the 100-year floodplain of Hunting 
Bayou; however, the project would be designed in accordance with current 
TxDOT and FHWA policies.  

• Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be utilized, as practicable, during project 
construction for the American eel (a protected species), migratory birds, 
vegetation impacts and water quality.
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Mr. Atlas:

Throughout the environmental process, TxDOT has coordinated with many resource 

agencies, elected officials, and stakeholders, including the public and all of the 

entities listed on this slide. 

(Pause to allow audience to read the slide)
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Mr. Atlas:

In the next steps of the environmental process, all comments received tonight, as 

well as written comments received during the comment period, will be included in 

the official public hearing record and will be addressed in the next phase of the 

environmental process.  The comments received will be used to help finalize the 

Build Alternative. 

The CE and all related technical reports are available for public review after this 

public hearing at the TxDOT Houston District office and North Harris Area Office. In 

addition, should you wish to obtain a copy for your personal use, paper copies may 

be purchased for the cost of reproduction.

I would like to hand the hearing back over to Mr. Pat Henry.

15



Mr. Pat Henry:

Thank you, Andy.  At this time, we will move to the public comment portion of the 

hearing.

There are several ways to comment on the proposed BU 90U Roadway 

Improvement project.  You may present your comments here tonight for the court 

reporter.  If you wish to speak for the public record, and have not filled out a speaker 

card, please raise your hand now [pause for audience to think]. Speakers will be 

called in the order in which they sign up.

You may also submit your comments in writing. We have provided comment boxes 

if you choose to leave your completed comment form tonight. Your comment forms 

may also be mailed or sent electronically to the email address shown here and 

listed in your handout. 

Written comments must be submitted or postmarked by December 13, 2017. 

Both written and verbal comments will be considered equally.  If you submit your 

comments in writing, it is not necessary to repeat your comments verbally.  

[NOTE:  Staff are in the audience, please raise hands/cards].  

16



Mr. Pat Henry:

I would like to begin the public comment session by introducing our elected officials 

who wish to comment.  

First we will hear from _______________    with   ____________.  

[A list will be provided to you.]

Thank you Mr./Ms. _______.  Next we will hear from ______________ with  

________________.

17



Mr. Pat Henry:

Now, I would like to provide an opportunity for those who have registered to speak 
on the proposed project.  

You will have 3 minutes to make your comments.  When I announce your name, 
please come to the microphone and clearly state your name and whom you may 
represent.  

A timer, located on the screen, will indicate the beginning of your three minutes. 
After three minutes, you will be asked to be seated so the next speaker can make 
his or her comments.  If you have additional comments, please complete the written 
comment form provided to you.

And now I will call the speakers listed on the public speaker registration cards in the 
order they were received.  First we will hear from __________, followed by 
_____________, and then ____________.  If you could please make your way to 
the front. I would ask that the first speaker come to the microphone, while the other 
two speakers take a seat in the front row.

[Speaker gives comments]

Thank you.  Next we will have ____________, followed by _____________, and 
then ____________. 
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Mr. Pat Henry:

I would like to thank you for all your comments.  We will now close the hearing.  It is 

exactly _____ pm and the hearing is adjourned.  Please drive safe!
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