
 
 

760.07.TEM 

Documentation of Public Meeting 
Project Location 

Harris County 
Lyons Avenue Underpass 

CSJ No. 0912-71-001 

Project Limits 
Underpass at Lyons Avenue below three sets of railroad tracks  

Meeting Location 
Saint Arnold Brewing Company – 2000 Lyons Avenue, Houston, TX 77020 

Meeting Date and Time 
June 27, 2017 at 6 p.m. 

Translation Services 
Documents made available in Spanish 

Presenters 
No formal presentation 

Elected Officials in Attendance 
Jeremy Crain/Karla Cisneros’ office 
Barbara Koslov/Ed Emmett’s office 
Sandra Puente/Rodney Ellis’ office 
Diana Caicedo/Jerry Davis’ office 

Rep. Harold Dutton 
 

Total Number of Attendees (approx.) 
49 

Total Number of Commenters 
16 
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A. | Comment/Response Matrix 
and Response Letters 



Lyons Underpass Comments/Response Matrix 

Comment 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received 

Source Support 
Project 

Comment Topic Resource 
Category 

Response 

1 Harold Henry 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Yes Good for Area. NA See response letter. 

     Need to continue to Banson & Lyons 
overpass 

Crossing 
improvements 

See response letter. 

2 Ulises Martin 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Yes Lyons and Sakowitz rail crossing 
has much more traffic and impacts a 
larger community. The Progressive 
Fifth Ward Community Group would 
love to sit down with you to discuss 
this project and the variety of 
hazards present to the youth and 
elderly.  

Safety See response letter. 

     That said, I am for the underpass by 
the Saint Arnolds brewery. 

Crossing 
improvements 

See response letter. 

     The bike path looks great and this 
will prevent patrons from crossing 
underneath parked train containers 
as I have seen them do multiple 
times. A definite improvement to the 
community. 

Bicycle lane See response letter. 

3 Ronald May 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Yes We are for the improvements NA See response letter. 

4 Dario Orona 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Yes NA NA See response letter. 

5 Alejandro Perez 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

 I am concerned about the retention 
ponds. I am not sure if it is 
absolutely necessary for 2 ponds.  

Detention 
ponds 

See response letter. 

     I would like if the bike lanes were 
buffered and the width of the car 
lanes were reduced to slow cars 
down. I have heard of research 
concluding that cars speed more 

Bicycle lane See response letter. 

6 Janet Poulos 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Yes I think it will be very nice. It will also 
help with EMS. 

Access See response letter. 

7 Alyson Marie 
Quintana 

6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Yes I am not directly affected. However, I 
think its purpose will serve well 

NA See response letter. 



Lyons Underpass Comments/Response Matrix 

Comment 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received 

Source Support 
Project 

Comment Topic Resource 
Category 

Response 

8 Frankie Rash 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Undecided I am concerned with the location of 
the driveways to my property. We 
have 2 driveways currently that are 
very important to our operations and 
safety.  

Access See response letter. 

     Also are we going to lose any of our 
property. 

ROW See response letter. 

9 NA 6/27/17 Comments 
form 

Undecided Very concerned about access as so 
many opinions on the table with very 
little options.  

Access During ROW negotiations, the District will 
work with the property owner to maintain 
their access.  

     Turning over a double yellow line is 
a big concern and site for vehicles 
approaching. It is purely a safety 
issue and the loss of any use of our 
properties. 

Safety A double yellow line can be crossed 
legally to turn into a driveway. The project 
will be designed to meet current design 
standards for sight distance. 

     I can not just pick up and move. ROW During ROW negotiations, the District will 
work with the property owner to maintain 
their property. 

10 Rebecca Reyna, 
Greater Northside 
Management 
District 

7/10/17 Letter  Keep in mind that the project should 
not obstruct access, visibility, or 
mobility for all modes of 
transportation. It is essential that the 
improvements do not limit access for 
cyclists, pedestrians or public transit 
users.  

Bicycle, 
pedestrian, 
transit 

See response letter. 

     Consideration of the economic 
impact to the area with this project 
and the Hardy Toll Road Expansion. 

Economic 
impact 

See response letter. 

11 BikeHouston  Letter  Believes the project should follow 
the recently adopted COH Bike Plan 
and incorporate a 6-foot sidewalk, 6 
foot bicycle lane, 2-foot bollard 
shoulder, and 11-foot travel lane. 

Bicycle lane See response letter. 

12 Tracy M. 
Stephens, 
Sunnyside Civic 
Club 

7/2/17 Email  I would suggest installing guardrails 
along sidewalks underpass.  

Safety See response letter. 



Lyons Underpass Comments/Response Matrix 

Comment 
Number 

Commenter 
Name 

Date 
Received 

Source Support 
Project 

Comment Topic Resource 
Category 

Response 

place the panels along the 
underpass so motorist can still see 
mural especially if that building will 
be torn down or not visible from 
Lyons Avenue. 

13 Robert Guthart, 
COH Planning 

6/30/17 Email  Would like to see the project include 
implementation of the buffered 
bicycle lanes/COH Bike Plan (a 6-
foot sidewalk, 6 foot bicycle lane, 2-
foot bollard shoulder, and 11-foot 
travel lane). 

Bicycle lane See response letter. 

14 Rejuvenate 
Houston, LLC 

 Letter  Would like to see Lyons Avenue 
move north 30 feet so that an 
access road could be constructed to 
replace Lyons Avenue frontage.  

Access See response letter. 

     Would like Opelousas Street 
improved to provide alternate public 
access and also location of cul-de-
sac on McCall Street to be 
reexamined. 

Access See response letter. 

15 Laura S. 
Magallanes 

 Comments 
form from 
PM 

Yes Hello! I'd like to request and ask if 
Hill Street could be properly paved. 
It is used as a dumping site! There is 
no sidewalk also. Ideally like to see 
this street become whole. Thank 
you. In the pictures, you can see the 
trash, the unfinished street, No 
sidewalk!! 

Pavement, 
sidewalk 

See response letter. 

16 James Llamas 6/29/17 Email  Modify the design to make be more 
pedestrian and bicycle appealing. 

Bicycle, 
pedestrian 

See response letter. 

     Matching the speed of 30 mph (not 
the 35 mph presented at the 
meeting), per COH’s manual. 

Safety See response letter. 

 
 

































 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. | Notices 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal Ads 











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elected Officials Letter 











 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Owner Mailing 



  

 

Notice of Public Meeting 
Lyons Avenue Underpass 

CSJ 0912-71-001 
 
The Gulf Coast Rail District, in cooperation with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), will hold a 
public meeting regarding the proposed roadway underpass, which would replace the railroad crossing at 
Lyons Avenue on the north side of downtown Houston in Harris County, Texas. The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 at Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 2000 Lyons Avenue, Houston, TX 77020. The 
meeting will be held in an open house format from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. No formal presentation will be made. 

The purpose of the public meeting is to present the proposed project and receive comments. The proposed 
project would construct a new underpass at Lyons Avenue below three sets of railroad tracks. The 
proposed project would also include construction of new bicycle lanes and sidewalks on both sides of 
Lyons Avenue. As part of the project, the railroad crossing at West Street between Lyons Avenue and 
Brooks Street would be permanently closed. West Street to the north of Lyons Avenue would also be 
permanently closed to accommodate a detention pond. Construction of a new West Street access road is 
proposed south of Lyons Avenue. The project would require approximately 1 acre of additional right-of-way 
(ROW) and 0.5 acres of easement. There would be no residential displacements associated with the 
proposed project; however, the project would result in one industrial property and one commercial property 
displacement. Additionally, another commercial property would lose a portion of its parking lot. The 
purpose of the project is to enhance mobility, safety, and emergency response time. 

Maps showing the proposed project’s location and design drawings will be available at the public meeting 
and at Houston TranStar, 6922 Katy Road, Houston, TX 77024, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. excluding state holidays. The project information can also be viewed at TxDOT’s website: 
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/062717.html 

All interested persons are invited to attend this public meeting. Written comments may be submitted at the 
meeting or by mail to Maureen Crocker, Executive Director, Gulf Coast Rail District, 6922 Katy Road, 
Houston, TX 77024 or emailed to Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net. Written comments must be postmarked or 
received electronically by Tuesday, July 11, 2017. The public meeting will be conducted in English. Persons 
interested in attending the meeting who have special communication or accommodation needs, or need an 
interpreter, are encouraged to contact Maureen Crocker at 713-843-5451. Requests should be made at 
least five working days prior to the public meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate 
these needs.  

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT. 



  

Aviso de Reunión Pública 
Paso a desnivel (inferior) de Lyons Avenue 

CSJ 0912-71-001  
 
El Distrito Ferrovial de la Costa del Golfo (Gulf Coast Rail District), en cooperación con el Departamento de 
Transporte de Texas (Texas Department of Transportation - TxDOT), llevará a cabo una reunión pública 
concerniente al paso a desnivel (inferior) de la calle propuesto, que reemplazará el cruce de ferrocarril en 
la Lyons Avenue en el lado norte del centro de Houston en el Condado de Harris, Texas. La reunión se 
llevará a cabo el martes, 27 de junio de 2017 en la localidad Saint Arnold Brewing Company, 2000 Lyons 
Avenue, Houston, TX 77020. La reunión se llevará a cabo en un formato de foro informativo (open house) 
desde las 6 p.m. hasta las 8 p.m. No habrá presentación formal. 
 
El propósito de la reunión pública es presentar el proyecto propuesto y recibir comentarios. El proyecto 
propuesto construiría un nuevo paso a desnivel (inferior) en la Lyons Avenue debajo de tres juegos de 
rieles ferrocarrileros. El proyecto propuesto también incluiría construcción de nuevos carriles de bicicleta y 
aceras a ambos lados de la Lyons Avenue. Como parte del proyecto, el cruce ferrovial en la West Street 
entre la Lyons Avenue y la Brooks Street estaría permanentemente cerrado. La West Street al norte de 
Lyons Avenue también sería cerrada permanentemente para acomodar un estanque de retención. Se 
propone la construcción de una nueva calle de acceso a West Street al sur de la Lyons Avenue. El proyecto 
requeriría aproximadamente 1 acre de derecho de vía (ROW) adicional y 0.5 acre de servidumbre. No 
habrá ningún desplazamiento residencial asociado con el proyecto propuesto; sin embargo, el proyecto 
resultaría en el desplazamiento de una propiedad industrial y una propiedad comercial. Además, otra 
propiedad comercial perdería una porción de su estacionamiento. El propósito del proyecto es mejorar la 
movilidad, la seguridad, y el tiempo de respuesta de emergencias. 
 
Mapas mostrando la ubicación del proyecto propuesto y dibujos de diseños estarán disponibles en la 
reunión pública y en Houston TranStar, 6922 Katy Road, Houston, TX 77024, de lunes a viernes desde las 
8 a.m. hasta las 5 p.m., excluyendo días feriados estatales. También se puede visualizar la información del 
proyecto en el sitio web de TxDOT:  
http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/houston/062717.html 
 
Todas las personas interesadas están invitadas a asistir a esta reunión pública. Comentarios escritos 
pueden ser presentados en la reunión o enviados por correo a Maureen Crocker, Executive Director, Gulf 
Coast Rail District, 6922 Katy Road, Houston, TX 77024, o enviado por correo electrónico (e-mail) a 
Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net. Comentarios escritos deben ser matasellados o recibidos electrónicamente 
antes del martes, 11 de julio de 2017. La reunión pública se hará en inglés. Personas interesadas en 
asistir a la reunión que tienen necesidades de comunicación o de acomodo especiales, o necesitan un 
intérprete, se les solicita a comunicarse con Maureen Crocker al 713-843-5451. Las solicitudes deben ser 
hechas por lo menos cinco días laborales antes de  la reunión pública. Se hará todo esfuerzo razonable 
para acomodar estas necesidades. 
 
La revisión ambiental, consultas, y otras acciones requeridas por las Leyes Ambientales Federales  
aplicables para este Proyecto están siendo, o han, sido llevado a cabo por TxDOT en virtud con el 23 USC 
327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento fechado el 16 de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por la 
Administración Federal de Carreteras (FHWA) y TxDOT. 
 



Meeting Location
Saint Arnold Brewing Company

2000 Lyons Avenue
Houston, TX  77020



Name Address City State ZIP Code

Bessie Davis

Blanche Douglass

David Warren

Henry Harold

Houston Belt and Terminal

James Tamborello

Jeanette Rash

Jeanette Rash

Jesse Lott Jr.

Jorge Rivas

R C Properties LLC

Lyons Ave. Addresses



Name Address City State ZIP Code

125 West Crosstimbers LTD

Adickes David

Alvarez Reyna Isabel

Aquinas Companies LLC

Arnold David W. 

Bazarsky Robert M.

Cedillo Elouise

City of Houston 

Clayco Academy Sports NO 1 LTD

Coronado Lupe Louis 

County of Harris

CR V Hardy Yards LP

Current Owner

Estate Land Co.

Elan Properties LLC

Epstein J. Michael 

Fast Equipment Rental

Fifth Ward Community Redevelopment Corp.

Francisco Salinas LLC

Grenader Jonathan

Harris County

Huffsmith Investment LTD 

Iver Lisa

Jensen Real Estate LLC

Jensen Real Estate LLC

KJD Auto Storage LLC

Knapp Holdings LLC

Kurtz Properties LTD

Level 3 Communications

LJJX Investments LTD



Name Address City State ZIP Code

Magallanes Laura

McCall Street Partners LP 

Northkind Properties LLC

Pleasant Grove Cleveland Investment LTD

Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church

Rejuvenate Houston LLC 

Rex Land Company LLC

Saint Arnold Brewing Company

Skeele Jons 

Sorb‐all Company

Southwell Properties LLC

Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.

SSN Investment LLC

State of Texas

Stiner Frederick J.

Texas Department of Transportation

Thomason Family Corp.

TV Houston MSO LP

Union Pacific Railroad Company

US Sprint 

Wiese Aaron 

Williams Alice Faye

Wilson Candyce W.

Wolfpack Management Co. LLC

Worldcom Network Services

Worldcom Network Services

WW Ford Inc.



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website Postings 
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C. | Sign-In Sheets 















 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. | Comments Received 





















Greater Northside Management District 
5305 Irvington Blvd 
Houston  TX  77029 

Maureen Crocker 
Executive Director  
Gulf Coast Rail District  
6922 Katy Road 
Houston, TX 77024 



                  Greater Northside Management District 

5305 Irvington Blvd., Houston, Texas  77009 

(713) 229-0900 office   (713) 695-6555 fax 

July 10, 2017 
 
Maureen Crocker 
Executive Director  
Gulf Coast Rail District  
6922 Katy Road 
Houston, TX 77024 
 

RE: Lyons Avenue Underpass Project 
 
Dear Ms. Crocker: 
 
The Greater Northside Management District (GNMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 
Gulf Coast Rail District proposal for the Lyons Avenue Underpass Project.  
 
We would like Gulf Coast Rail District to keep in mind that the Lyons Avenue Underpass Project should 
not obstruct access, visibility or mobility for all modes of transportation.   It is essential that the 
improvements do not limit access for cyclists, pedestrians or public transit users.   
 
We ask for the consideration to be given to potential economic impact caused during the construction 
phase of the project.  The District is also concerned about the Right of Way (ROW) acquisition of the 
project especially with several other projects, such as the Hardy Toll Road Expansion, also impacting this 
same area.   We ask that economic viability is taken into consideration as the project moves forward. The 
final project design should allow for greater connectivity within the area to businesses and neighborhoods 
as well as the North Corridor Red Line Light Rail - Burnet Station.  Finally, we ask that all public 
comments are made public in real time and that the project continue to proceed with transparency.  
 
We look forward to working with you to develop innovative, cost-effective and practical solutions to 
enhance the social, environmental and economic well-being of our region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rebecca Reyna 
Executive Director 
Greater Northside Management District 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gulf Coast Rail District 
6922 Katy Road 
Houston, TX 77024  
 
Ms. Maureen Crocker, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Lyons Avenue Underpass. We 
recognize the incorporation of the bicycle and pedestrian facilities in this project 
and appreciate the thoughtful consideration. We provide these comments on 
behalf of the 54% of Houstonians who “wish they could ride more” (Kinder Area 
Survey, 2015) and 26,000 BikeHouston supporters.  
	
Lyons	Avenue	is	a	key‐connecting	street	for	bicyclists	between	Greater	Fifth	Ward	
and	the	Near	Northside	neighborhoods.	Currently,	Lyons	Ave.	is	classified	as	a	short‐
term	project	opportunity	for	the	improvement	of	bicycle	infrastructure.	
Incorporation	of	high	comfort	bicycle	lanes	along	Lyons	Avenue	under	the	railroad	
tracks	would	begin	to	piece	together	a	fragmented	bicycle	network	and	set	in	
motion	the	completion	of	the	network	in	the	Near	Northside	area.		
 
Given the potential of this project to act as a catalyst for Bike Plan completion, 
BikeHouston is very pleased to see this underpass move forward. Please find our 
design comments and an example schematic below. 
 

Design Comments: 
 

The schematic presented at the public meeting on June 27 showed 12-foot 
travel lanes, 5-foot bike lanes, and 6.5-foot sidewalks. In accordance with 
the City’s Infrastructure Design Manual, please reduce the width of the 
vehicle travel lanes to 11 feet and the sidewalks to 6 feet. The bicycle 
lanes in this project should reflect the City’s recently adopted Bike Plan, 
and sustain a width of 6 feet with a 2-foot buffer separating vehicular and 
bicycle traffic.  
 
The 6-foot bicycle lane is critical for bicyclists to avoid drainage inlets and 
debris. In the case of an underpass, a vertically oriented buffer like 
bollards or candlesticks is ideal. To further increase visibility, the vertical 
buffers should have reflective features or stickers to indicate the presence 
of bicyclists to motorists.  

 



As we understand it, there are updated schematics that better align with the IDM 
and the Houston Bike Plan. If you would please forward any updates to these 
designs so we can keep our neighborhood supporters informed. Thank you again 
for the opportunity to share our comments. If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact us.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
BikeHouston 
 
 
Ideal Schematic: 
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From:
Sent: Friday, August 04, 2017 11:14 AM
To:
Subject: FW: Lyons Ave Railroad Underpass Proposal

 
 
From: Maureen Crocker <Maureen.Crocker@GCRD.NET> 
Date: Monday, July 3, 2017 at 10:18 AM 
To:   
Cc: Chad Zorn <chad.zorn@houstontx.gov> 
Subject: FW: Lyons Ave Railroad Underpass Proposal 
 
 
 
From:   
Sent: Sunday, July 02, 2017 3:28 PM 
To: Crocker, Maureen 
Subject: Fwd: Lyons Ave Railroad Underpass Proposal 
 
Please excuse misspelling of name previous email. 
My comments below. 
 
Mr. Tracy M. Stephens 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
From:   
Date: July 2, 2017 at 3:20:29 PM CDT 
To: Mauren.Crocker@gcrd.net<mailto:Mauren.Crocker@gcrd.net> 
Subject: Lyons Ave Railroad Underpass Proposal Hello, I would suggest installing guardrails along the sidewalks 
underpass. 
If the mural is painted on a metal siding building then remove the mural and place the panels along the underpass so 
motorist can still see the mural especially if that building will be torn down or not visible from Lyons Avenue. 
 
Sincerely. 
 
Mr. Tracy M. Stephens 
President of Sunnyside Civic Club, INC. 
Gulfgate TIRZ Board Member 
South Park Super Neighborhood Chairman for Infrastructure Rehab and Development 
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 6:57 AM
To:
Subject: Fwd: West Belt Comment - Lyons Avenue Underpass
Attachments: image76db54.PNG

 
 
Thanks, 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Note: The information contained in this transmission as well as all documents transmitted herewith are privileged and 
confidential information. This information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it was sent, 
and the recipient is obliged to protect this information as appropriate. If the recipient of the e‐mail, and/or the 
documents attached is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or 
reproduction, copy, or storage of this communication is strictly prohibited. Thank you. 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: "Crocker, Maureen" <Maureen.Crocker@GCRD.NET<mailto:Maureen.Crocker@GCRD.NET>> 
Date: June 30, 2017 at 3:19:36 PM CDT 
To:  

Cc: "'chad.zorn@houstontx.gov<mailto:chad.zorn@houstontx.gov>'" 
<chad.zorn@houstontx.gov<mailto:chad.zorn@houstontx.gov>> 
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Subject: FW: West Belt Comment ‐ Lyons Avenue Underpass 
 
 
 
From: Guthart, Robert ‐ PD   
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 3:18 PM 
To: Crocker, Maureen 
Cc:   
Subject: West Belt Comment ‐ Lyons Avenue Underpass 
 
Dear Maureen Crocker, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Lyons Avenue Underpass project. We appreciate the improvements 
that this grade separation project will provide in terms of safety for all users, and in particular for improved pedestrian 
and bicycle access and safety.  The schematic presented at the June 27, 2017 public meeting showed 12 feet travel 
lanes, 5 feet bike lanes, and 6.5 feet sidewalks. We recommend consideration of a high‐comfort bicycle facility that 
more closely meets the recommendations in the Houston Bike Plan and the requirements in the City’s IDM.  The 
Houston Bike Plan<http://houstonbikeplan.org/wp‐content/uploads/2017/04/HoustonBikePlan_Feb17.pdf> 
recommends a minimum bike lane width of 6 feet, or, if buffered bike lanes are provided, a bike lane width of 6 feet 
(minimum width of 5 feet in constrained areas) with a minimum buffer width of 2 feet is recommended (see page 4‐14 
(133) of the Houston Bike Plan). The City of Houston Infrastructure Design 
Manual<https://edocs.publicworks.houstontx.gov/documents/design_manuals/idm.pdf> indicates that the standard 
lane width on a City street should be 11 feet on page 10‐11. 
 
After attending the public meeting on June  27, 2017 and speaking with representatives from TranSystems, I understand 
that the revised schematic is already under review to comply with City recommendations and standards. We look 
forward to seeing the revised schematics.  Please let me know if you have any questions in the meantime. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robby Guthart 
Transportation Planner 
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From:
Sent: Friday, August 04, 2017 11:12 AM
To:
Subject: FW: Comments on Lyons Avenue Underpass

 
 
From: Maureen Crocker <Maureen.Crocker@GCRD.NET> 
Date: Thursday, June 29, 2017 at 5:59 PM 
To:

 
 

Subject: RE: Comments on Lyons Avenue Underpass 
 
Mr. Llamas: 
 
Thank you for your thorough comments on the proposed project.  These comments will be thoroughly considered in the 
design phase of work. 
 
Maureen 
 
From:   
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Crocker, Maureen 
Cc:   chad.zorn@houstontx.gov 
Subject: Comments on Lyons Avenue Underpass 
 
Ms. Crocker: 
 
Thank you for holding the informative open house on Tuesday and for offering the opportunity for feedback on the 
design. I would like to submit the following comments regarding the proposed Lyons Avenue Underpass. 
 
Lane Widths 
 
  *   Standard lane width specified in the City of Houston Infrastructure Design Manual is 11 ft. Desirable bike lane width 
is 6 ft. 
  *   Based on conversations with GCRD and City of Houston representatives at the meeting, it seems these issues are 
already being addressed. 
 
Design Speed and Vertical Curves 
 
  *   The City of Houston Infrastructure Design Manual states that the design speed and the target speed shall be 
synonymous. The target speed is to be set by the speed limit, which on Lyons Avenue is 30 mph. The design presented 
Tuesday states 35 mph as the design speed, potentially reducing safety by increasing vehicle speeds. 
  *   Matching the design speed to 30 mph would reduce the stopping sight distance values that control the design of the 
vertical curves. The three vertical curves could be reduced in length by a combined 250 ft. Vertical tangents would have 
to be lengthened slightly, but the overall length of the underpass could be reduced by about 200 ft., potentially reducing 
the cost of the project considerably. 
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Street and Sidewalk Grades 
 
  *   The proposed design keeps the street and sidewalk at the same relative elevation throughout, and therefore the 
maximum grade of 5% is controlled by the ADA value for the sidewalk. 
  *   However, the sidewalk does not need the same overhead clearance as the street. 
  *   Keeping the sidewalk at a higher elevation with lower overhead clearance under the railroad bridge would allow the 
street to descend at a steeper grade, further reducing the length of the underpass and its cost. 
  *   An example of this type of design can be seen where Polk Street crosses the West Belt Subdivision in the East End. 
  *   The width of the sidewalk in this scenario may need to be greater to account for shy distances from the retaining 
wall and necessary railing. 
 
Bus Stops 
 
  *   METRO bus stops exist at West Street and Hill Street. 
  *   New bus stops should be included in the design according to the updated METRO standards, including a concrete 
pad meeting both doors and provisions for shelters. 
 
Thank you once again for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely, 
James Llamas, PE 
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Public Meeting / Reunión Pública

Lyons Avenue Underpass
Harris County, Texas

Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
martes, el 27 de junio de 2017 

6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Saint Arnold Brewing Company
2000 Lyons Avenue

Houston, Texas 77020

Documentation of the public meeting will be available several months after the 
public meeting at Gulf Coast Rail District’s office, and posted on Gulf Coast Rail 
District’s website.

Documentación de la reunión pública estará disponible algunos meses después 
de la reunión pública en la oficina de Gulf Coast Rail District, y será publicado en 
el sitio web de Gulf Coast Rail District.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable 
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by 
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 
December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

La revisión ambiental, consultas, y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes 
ambientales federales aplicables para este proyecto están siendo, o han sido, 
llevadas a cabo por TxDOT - en virtud de 23 USC 327 y un Memorando de 
Entendimiento con fecha de 16 de diciembre del 2014, y ejecutado por la FHWA y 
TxDOT.

NOTES / NOTAS

Project Location / Ubicación del Proyecto



Welcome to the Public Meeting for the Lyons Avenue Underpass. 
The purpose of this meeting is to solicit comments on the 
proposed project.

Proposed Project
The purpose of the project is to enhance mobility, safety, and 
emergency access.

Design
•	New underpass at Lyons Avenue below three sets of railroad 

tracks.

•	New bicycle lanes and sidewalks on both sides of Lyons Avenue.

•	Railroad crossings at West Street between Lyons Avenue and 
Brooks Street permanently closed; West Street between Lyons 
Avenue and northernmost crossing will be closed. 

•	New West Street access road proposed south of Lyons Avenue.

Right-of-Way and Displacement
•	Approximately 1 acre of right-of-way (ROW) and 0.5 acres of 

easement (estimated 2018, pending construction funding).

•	No residential displacements.

•	One industrial/commercial property displacement.

•	One commercial property would lose a portion of its parking lot. 

Funding and Implementation Timeline
•	Construction funding pending; earliest possible anticipated 

construction start — Fall 2020.

•	Anticipated construction duration — approximately 2 years.

How to Comment
yy Write comments on the form provided and place in the 
comments box at this meeting.

yy Mail written comments to the address provided on the comment 
form, postmarked by Tuesday, July 11, 2017.

yy Email comments by Tuesday, July 11, 2017 to  
Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net or visit http://www.gcfrd.org/
westbelt.htm.

Gulf Coast Rail District Lyons Avenue Underpass JUNE
27 Paso a Desnivel (Inferior) de Lyons AvenueJUNIO

27
Bienvenido a la Reunión Pública para el paso a desnivel (inferior) de 
Lyons Avenue. El propósito de esta reunión es solicitar comentarios sobre 
el proyecto propuesto. 

Proyecto Propuesto
El propósito del proyecto es mejorar la movilidad, la seguridad, y el 
acceso de emergencias.

Diseño
•	 Nuevo paso a desnivel bajo las tres líneas de rieles del ferrocarril. 

•	 Nuevos carriles de bicicleta y aceras a ambos lados de la Lyons 
Avenue.

•	 Los cruces ferroviales en la West Street entre la Lyons Avenue y la 
Brooks Street estaría permanentemente cerrado; la West Street al 
norte de Lyons Avenue también pasará a ser una permanentemente 
cerrada para acomodar un estanque de retención. 

•	 Nueva calle de acceso a la West Street al sur de la Lyons Avenue.

Derecho de Vía y Desplazamiento
•	 Aproximadamente 1 acre de derecho de vía (ROW) adicional y 0.5 acre 

de servidumbre de paso (estimado 2018, los fundos de construcción 
estan pendiente).

•	 No habrán desplazamientos residenciales.

•	 Habrá un desplazamiento de una propiedad industrial/comercial.

•	 Una propiedad comercial perdería una porción de su estacionamiento.

Los Fundos y Itinerario del Proyecto
•	 Los fundos de construcción estan pendiente; comienzo aproximado de 

construcción — Otoño 2020.

•	 Tiempo anticipado de construcción — aproximadamente 2 años.

Como Comentar
yy Escribir comentarios en el formulario que se encuentran en su paquete 

y colóquelo en la caja de comentarios durante la reunión.

yy Envié sus comentarios por escrito a la dirección indicada en el 
formulario, matasellados en o antes de martes, el 11 de julio de 2017.

yy Envíen sus comentarios por correo electrónico antes de martes, el 11 
de julio de 2017 a Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net o visita http://www.
gcfrd.org/westbelt.htm.

mailto:Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net
http://www.gcfrd.org/westbelt.htm
http://www.gcfrd.org/westbelt.htm
mailto:Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net
http://www.gcfrd.org/westbelt.htm
http://www.gcfrd.org/westbelt.htm
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GULF COAST RAIL DISTRICT: 
WEST BELT IMPROVEMENTS
LYONS AVENUE 

Public Meeting – Tuesday, June 27, 2017
Location: Saint Arnold Brewing Company
CSJ: 0912-71-001



Welcome To
Gulf Coast Rail District: West Belt Improvements

Open House/Public Meeting
Saint Arnold Brewing Company

Tuesday, June 27, 2017

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by 
applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, 
carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by the Federal 
Highway Administration and TxDOT.



Open House/Public Meeting – Purpose

• Provide information, opinions, and ask questions

• Inform others about Gulf Coast Rail District 
(GCRD) West Belt Improvements

• Discuss with officials and other interested parties

• Submit written comments tonight or via email/mail 
by Tuesday, July 11, 2017



Lyons Avenue 

Meeting Location
Saint Arnold Brewing Company

2000 Lyons Avenue
Houston, TX  77020



Project Description
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• Construct new underpass at Lyons Avenue 
below three railroad tracks

• Construct new bicycle lanes and sidewalks on 
both sides

• Two twelve foot lanes for vehicles



• Decrease the potential for train and vehicle 
collisions

• Eliminate traveler delay at railroad crossings

• Provide a safer route for pedestrians

• Provide a safer route for bicyclists

• Provide a faster, more reliable route for emergency 
responders

• Reduce impact of rail activity on adjacent area 

Need for Proposed Improvements



Purpose of Proposed Improvements                                 

• Improve safety by eliminating vehicles crossing 
railroad tracks

• Enhance vehicle and rail mobility

• Improve safety for pedestrians in the area

• Improve safety for bicyclists in the area

• Provide reliable emergency vehicle access



• Anticipated Construction Start Date
• Construction Funding Pending
• Earliest possible start date is Fall 2020

• Right of Way Acquisition 
- Estimated 2018 (Pending Construction Funding)

• Estimated Construction Duration: 2 years

• Estimated Project Cost: $28.5 million

Project Schedule & Project Costs



Anticipated Schedule

Environmental 
Begins

February 2017

Environmental
Field Studies

March/June 2017

Public Meeting

June 2017

Anticipated
Environmental

Clearance

October 2017

Earliest Possible
Construction 

Start Date

Fall 2020



Comments

Submit your comments to:

Maureen Crocker
Executive Director 

Gulf Coast Rail District 

Address: 6922 Katy Road
Houston, Texas 77024

Email: Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net

mailto:Maureen.Crocker@gcrd.net
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