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Comment/Response Matrix, SH 332 Historic Truss Bridge at the Brazos River 

Comment 
Number Commenter Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Response 

1 
Roschelle Hicks -  
City Council 

8/30/18 
Written comment 
submitted during 
Public Hearing 

Would TxDOT Consider On The Brazoria City Side Building a Historic Park Honoring The Bridges History 

If the demolition alternative is chosen for the historic bridge, TxDOT 
would be required to complete mitigation under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. This mitigation would be 
determined in coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer 
and Section 106 consulting parties. This comment will be considered 
during that Section 106 coordination.  

2 Roy and Jan Edwards 8/30/18 
Written comment 
submitted during 
Public Hearing 

This could be an intriguing Win-win project- See attached letter To: Brazoria County Commissioners Court  
Subject: Texas Offshore/Near Shore Reefing Program July 24, 2018  Dear Sirs, The July 2018 issue of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife magazine contains several articles about the Texas Offshore/Near Shore Reef and their 
benefits to the ecology and the economy. The article, "Building More Reefs" on page 41, explains the Texas Near 
Shore Reefing Program. This program is wholly funded by Texas Parks and Wildlife. Once such reef currently 
under construction is just inside the Texas 9 mile territorial boundary, off the mouth of the San Bernard River. 
When completed, this reef will cover 160 acres, Included in the materials used to build these reefs are "discarded 
bridge materials". Brazoria County has two large bridges scheduled for dismantling in the near future. One is the 
Hwy. 521 bridge over the Brazos River on the northeast side of Brazoria - that bridge has deteriorated to the point 
that it cannot be saved. TxDOT stated that the bridge is scheduled for demolition in about 18 months, pending an 
environmental survey. The second bridge, known as Sportman Span on FM 2611 over the San Bernard, is 
scheduled for demolition after a replacement bridge is built. The new bridge is to let for bids no later than 
February 2019, pending a U.S. Coast Guard permit. Construction of the new bridge will take about two years, but 
information concerning the removal of the existing bridge must be included on the bid request. Both these projects 
are time sensitive. Both bridges are barge accessible. Using barges to remove discarded bridge materials would 
keep thousands of tons of scrap steel and concrete riprap off Brazoria County roads. The barges could take the 
reefing materials from demolition directly to the reef site. Materials from these two bridges would quickly increase 
the current size of the Brazoria County Reef. As the reef expands, it will attract marine growth and sportfish. 
Because it is within nine mile of the San Bernard, it will also attract fisherman and divers. These people will be 
spending tourist dollars on launches, bait, ice, groceries, gas, lodging, etc. to the benefit of our coastal industries. 
With no monetary outlay, and incoming tourist dollars, this would be a win-win situation for Brazoria County. One 
of the great ladies of Brazoria County has lobbied long and hard to save the 521 Bridge.  Per TxDOT, the bridge 
cannot be saved. I ask the Brazoria County Commissioner's Court to honor her by requesting the reef off Brazoria 
County be named the Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh Reef if 521 bridge materials are used in that project. I would ask 
that Brazoria County Commissioner's Court contact both TxDOT and Texas Parks and Wildlife to investigate the 
implementation of this plan. Thank you for your time and attention. Regards- Roy and Jan Edwards 

If the demolition alternative is chosen for the historic bridge, TxDOT 
will consider this suggestion and work with the appropriate members 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife staff as needed.  

3 Sunshine Charrier 9/14/18 

Written comment 
submitted during 

the Public 
Hearing 

comment period 

To Whom it may concern, I'm writing in regards to the "Bridge to Nowhere". (the bridge on Hwy 332 going to 
Brazoria). I realize it is old and rusty and technically no longer needed but I think it would make a lovely 
pedestrian bridge. There is already a park/rest area near by. Why not use the bridge & enhance the park. You 
could keep it simple if you need to avoid excessive costs. However if you decided to go all out perhaps add a 
small walking trail some play ground equipment that would be wonderful too. I know a lot of other parents who 
would be thrilled too. To sum it up, let's keep the bridge & walk on it! Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter & thank you for your time. Sunshine Charrier P.S. I realize my return address indicates I live in Clute. 
Perhaps you think that's not close enough to get a say but I'm building on CR 3073/ Shari Lane & will be moving 
in less than a year. What neighborhood is closer than that? 

As noted at the Public Hearing, TxDOT could not find a recipient to 
take ownership of the historic bridge to keep it in pedestrian use. 
Since TxDOT does not have federal funding to keep and maintain a 
bridge that is not in vehicular use, TxDOT cannot keep the historic 
bridge under its ownership as a pedestrian-only structure. 

4 Roy Edwards 8/30/18 
Verbal comment 
submitted during 
Public Hearing 

My name is Roy Edwards, and I live at 162 Fisherman's Isle, Brazoria, down at the end of the San Bernard River. 
I'm a stakeholder. Apparently, the decision has been made, unfortunately, to demolish the bridge. If the bridge is 
demolished, I would like for you to consider getting in touch with Dale Shively, Texas Parks and Wildlife project 
manager for the Texas Nearshore Reefing Program. TXDOT -- Texas Parks and Wildlife is currently building a 
160-acre reef nine miles from the shoreline off the mouth of the San Bernard River. A wonderful thing that they 
can use in building this reef are bridge pieces. So a structure, metal structure, as well as concrete structure, big 
and heavy so it won't move in the currents, are their requirements. Also, the paper that I gave you was a 
presentation that I made to the Brazoria Commissioner's Court. The bridge over -- the 2611 bridge over the San  
Bernard River, when the new bridge is built, the old  bridge will be destroyed. I would also like TXDOT to consider 
taking that bridge. As both bridges are barge accessible from the Brazos and San Bernard, it will be easy to put 
discarded bridge material onto barges, taking it nine miles offshore and dunking it as part of the reef structure. 
Thank you. 

See response to comment #2.  
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Comment/Response Matrix, SH 332 Historic Truss Bridge at the Brazos River 

Comment 
Number Commenter Name 

Date 
Received Source Comment Response 

5 Mary Ruth Rhodenbaugh 8/30/18 
Verbal comment 
submitted during 
Public Hearing 

For the last seven years, I've done a lot of research, and I know that a farm-to-market road has to be connected to 
a State highway. And 531 is -- Farm-to-Market 521 connects to State Highway 35 and State Highway 36. That 
makes it a farm-to-market road. It was one of the first in the state of Texas. My grandfather worked on this bridge. 
It has always been very dear to me, but I'm not going to be bitter. I told Michelle already, I'm not going to be bitter 
about it. She asked me, "What do you think your grandfather would say?" And I said, "I think he would say it has 
served its purpose." Thank you. 

Thank you for your comment.   

6 Jan Edwards 8/30/18 
Verbal comment 
submitted during 
Public Hearing 

I'm Jan Edwards. And I'm just a stakeholder, but I have rights. And my editor gave me an assignment three years 
ago to write about this bridge. I did the research. I have a whole bunch of stuff sitting in a box here at the house, 
and -- and I started writing a story, and I couldn't finish it. So I called my editor and I said, "This story is not 
finished." And then I started going to the stakeholder meetings and things were changing, but this is -- this 
bridge's story is not finished. This may be the final hurrah, but I couldn't write the story until it's finished; and it's 
not finished yet, and there's something about trying to write this thing, I can't do. I start writing it, and I went, no, 
because I don't know how it's going to end up. And I -- I tell stories. I like to know the end of the story when I start. 
But I don't know the end. So this is just something to consider. This story is not played out yet. This may be the 
last play, but it's not played out yet. 

Thank you for your comment.   

7 David Linder 8/30/18 
Verbal comment 
submitted during 
Public Hearing 

I'm David Linder. I am Brazoria County Commissioner, Precinct 4, and I'd like to thank TxDOT, I'd like to thank 
Michelle, I'd like to thank all involved for -- I can see you did your due diligence to give everyone an opportunity to 
speak about this over the past several years and address their concerns. And I thank you for your -- for what y'all 
have done. But I think the citizens of Brazoria would love to see the bridge stay. I think it would be a great thing to 
do. I've heard lots of comments. But like Mary Ruth said, I think -- you know, I think the bridge -- you know, it 
served its purpose, served the citizens for many years; and unfortunately, I just -- I'd love to see the County do 
something, but of course, the County is not able to do that. There's some other needs. But I just wanted to say, 
basically, thank you for what y'all have done, and I think Mary Ruth said it best when she said, you know -- I 
honestly do. I think you said it best for all the citizens of the county, and I thank you for not being bitter, because 
we would all love to see a different -- we would love to see a different ending to this; but anyway, that's all I have. 
Thank you. 

Thank you for your comment.   

8 Phyllis Kowalik 10/1/18 

Written comment 
submitted during 

the Public 
Hearing 

comment period 

Dear Mr. Allen, 
I am writing to put forth an idea of what to do with the Brazos River Bridge in Brazoria, Texas. I support the idea 
that if the bridge is to be demolished, that the materials be used to construct playground equipment and structures 
in Brazoria, Texas parks. As I drove by it the other day, I had an idea that the metal beams could be sold to 
individuals wishing to repurpose them in their own new or existing structures. 
I put forth this idea because when I was looking at them last week, I wondered how I could purchase some of 
them to incorporate into our new home. 
Thank you, 
Phyllis Kowalik 
562 Winchester Trail 
Angleton, TX 77515 

If the demolition alternative is chosen for the historic bridge, TxDOT 
would be required to complete mitigation under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act. This mitigation would be 
determined in coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer 
and Section 106 consulting parties. Future reuse of bridge 
components for public use would require the removal of lead paint, 
which may be cost prohibitive. This comment will be considered 
during the Section 106 coordination. 
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