Documentation of Public Hearing

Project Location
Liberty and San Jacinto Counties

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
CSJ: 0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099

Project Limits
from FM 2914 to 0.65 mile south of SL 573

Hearing Location
Shepherd High School
1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, Texas 77371

Hearing Date and Time
May 14, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. Open House / 6:30 p.m. Public Hearing

Translation Services
none requested

Presenters
Kelly Morris, P.E., TxDOT Lufkin District
Tina Brown, P.E., Atkins
Alex Amponsah, Atkins
Jodi Watkins, TXDOT Lufkin District

Elected Officials in Attendance
Ernest Bailes, Texas State Representative

Greg Arthur, Liberty County Commissioner
David Brandon, San Jacinto County Commissioner
Donny Marrs, San Jacinto County Commissioner
Otis Cohn, City of Cleveland Mayor

Total Number of Attendees (approx.)
55

Total Number of Commenters
6
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A.
COMMENT/RESPONSE
MATRIX



Public Comment and Response Matrix

Last Name First Name Dafe Source Comment Topic (verbatim) Response
Received
Brandon David 5/14/19 | Comment [San Jacinto County Commissioner - Concerns with potential flooding [Using preliminary drainage reports, TXDOT proposes to use flat bottom ditches and bridges to
Form and drainage issues on south side - exacerbated by RR (leve) provide the storage capacity needed to detain any increased runoff due to the project within
TxDOT'’s right of way. As TxDOT begins detailed engineering, detailed hydraulic studies will be
performed to ensure TxDOT'’s design will provide the capacity needed.
Carson Jim 5/28/19 Email The 2025-US 59 overpass congestion creates a severe safety hazard |Please note that the subject of your comment, the FM 2025 overpass, is outside the limits of our
Comment |during peak hours of the day. The northbound exit occasionally backs |current project. Our project begins near EIm Street in Cleveland and extends north to a location
up onto the highway during peak evening hours. Although it is south of Shepherd. A project to widen the FM 2025 overpass to add turn lanes was submitted in
included in the HGAC RTP2045 plan adding it to TxDOT’s upcoming I- |the H-GAC's recent call-for-projects, but the project did not score high enough to receive funding.
69 Expansion Project could improve this major bottleneck and possibly[TxDOT will continue to seek funding for the project through the H-GAC and through other
save lives. potential funding sources.
Cohn Otis 5/14/19 Verbal I'm the mayor of Cleveland. And | just a couple of, | guess, questions. |The proposed project will provide two-lane one-way frontage roads on each side of the roadway.
Comment |When the design was presented earlier, you talked about two-lane
feeder roads on either side; is that not correct? And are those going to
be two lanes one way or lanes going both ways? All right. | think this is
going to a big boon to both Cleveland and Shepherd. And it's going to
get us closer to the development that's coming up 59 already. And |
want to thank you-all for moving this into high gear. Thank you.
Crockett Dean 5/28/19 Email Include an overpass and flyover between Cleveland and the San An overpass with turnarounds is planned on US 59 south of the San Jacinto County line and this
Comment [Jacinto County line. The Union Pacific rail line runs to the East of I-69, [overpass is shown on the current schematic. There is currently no roadway or development east
cutting off access to land North of Cleveland. This land is slated by the |of US 59 and north of SL 573. If future development occurs, access across the railroad to tie
City of Cleveland as an industrial park, and access is key to this into the US 59 frontage roads or any future intersection on US 59 would be the responsibility of
economic growth for the area. the developer.
Magee Timothy 5/28/19 Email In conjunction with the 169 North Expansion Project, | would like to see |Please note that the subject of your comment, the FM 2025 overpass, is outside the limits of our
Comment |TXDOT consider replacing the 2025 overpass/intersection. This current project. Our project begins near EIm Street in Cleveland and extends north to a location
intersection is included in HGAC’s RTP2045 plan. The overpass is a south of Shepherd. A project to widen the FM 2025 overpass to add turn lanes was submitted in
daily traffic issue, it is already in the plans to be replaced, please the H-GAC's recent call-for-projects, but the project did not score high enough to receive funding.
consider including it in the 169 North Project. TxDOT will continue to seek funding for the project through the H-GAC and through other
potential funding sources.
Pennington Robert 5/28/19 Email Include an overpass & flyover in the North end of Cleveland, An overpass with turnarounds is planned on US 59 south of the San Jacinto County line and this
Comment |South of the San Jacinto County Line providing access over Union overpass is shown on the current schematic. There is currently no roadway or development east

Pacific RR. This access corresponds with the City of Cleveland
Comprehensive plan. The area will provide access for truck traffic from
an industrial development complex in the Northeast quadrant of the
UP and BNSF lines.

of US 59 and north of SL 573. If future development occurs, access across the railroad to tie
into the US 59 frontage roads or any future intersection on US 59 would be the responsibility of
the developer.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
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B.
PUBLIC HEARING
OFFICER CERTIFICATION



L: Public Hearing Certification

Project Name: US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
County Name: San Jacinto and Liberty Counties

Control Section Job Numbers (CSJ): 0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099
Project Limits From: FM 2914

Project Limits To: 0.65 mile south of SL 573

| certify that the following statements are true and apply to the project identified above.

A. A public hearing was held on May 14,2019 at Shepherd High School
Shepherd , Texas.

in

B. The economic and social effects of the project location and design and its impacts on the environment
have been considered.

C. In determining economic, social, and environmental effects, the statutory provisions of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 have been considered.

D. The project consistency with the goals and objectives of urban planning, as dictated by the

community has been considered. @

E. Requirements of Texas Administrative Code, Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 2, Subchapter E, Section 2.107 have
been met.

(@ Select if assigned under NEPA Assignment MOU.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws
for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C.327 and a Memorandum
of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

/

W Te. 514|209

TXDOT Represghtative Name~ it

Date
Form Version 3
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division 760.01 FRM
Effective Date July 2018 Page 1of 1
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NOTICES



Letters & Emails
Elected officials, property
owners, and local
stakeholders
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* ® Elected Official Sample Letter

l Texas Department of Transportation

1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, Texas 75901 | 936.633.4333 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV

April 29, 2019

Council Member Jennifer Bergman
907 E Houston
Cleveland, TX 77327

Dear Council Member Bergman,

The Lufkin District has been working hard to complete the environmental studies, surveys
and draft schematic for the proposed US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69).
We are pleased to announce an upcoming public hearing to review the project details.
Please find the enclosed Notice which provides information on the proposed project,
locations to view project materials, and details about the upcoming public hearing.

We hope that you can attend. If you need additional information on the study or have any
guestions, please contact Jennifer Adams, |-69 Project Manager, at the letterhead address
above, by email at Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov or phone at (936) 633-4469. You can also visit
the TxDOT website for more information on the US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland and other
Future 1-69 projects under development at http://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/projects/studies/lufkin.html

A

. Flood, P.E.
District Engineer
Texas Department of Transportation, Lufkin District

Sincerely,

Enclosed

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to
23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed
by FHWA and TxDOT.

OUR VALUES: People * Accountability * Trust * Honesty
OUR MISSION: Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-2 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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R
* Notice
Draft Environmental Assessment Available for Public Review

Texas and
Aﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁm Public Hearing
US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND
From FM 2914 to 0.65 mile south of SL 573

CSJs: 0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099
San Jacinto and Liberty Counties, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TXxDOT), as the lead agency, is proposing to upgrade existing US 59 by
constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to 0.65 mile south of
SL 573 in Cleveland in Liberty County, Texas. This notice advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA)
is available for public review and that TXDOT will be conducting a public hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will
be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at Shepherd High School Cafeteria, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, Texas 77371. Displays
will be available for viewing at 4:00 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to
present the planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed project.

The proposed 6.62 miles long project would bring US 59 up to interstate standards by constructing northbound and
southbound frontage roads with two 12-foot wide lanes and reconstructing the existing US 59 main lanes to include two
12-foot wide travel lanes in each direction with median barrier. The proposed project would become a controlled access
freeway which means there would not be direct access to the main lanes. Access to the main lanes would be allowed via
entrance and exit ramps. The proposed project would also include the construction of two overpasses with U-turns at Red
Road and just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty County Line.

Existing right-of-way (ROW) width varies from typical width of 200 feet to 830 feet near the US 59/SL 573 intersection in
Cleveland. The proposed ROW width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet through the project area. The proposed project
would potentially displace five residences, one church, and 11 commercial structures. Information about the TXDOT
Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as information about the tentative schedules
for ROW acquisition and construction can be obtained from the TxDOT district office at the address listed below.
Relocation assistance is available for potentially displaced persons and businesses.

Wetlands are present within the proposed ROW and will be impacted by the proposed improvements. Therefore, TxDOT
would be required to obtain authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from the United States Army Corps of
Engineers. In accordance with Executive Order 11990, no practicable alternatives were identified that would avoid
impacts to wetlands. The proposed project would also cross floodplains; therefore, coordination with the local floodplain
administrator would be required. The project is subject to and will comply with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain
Management.

The draft EA, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules, and other information
regarding the project are on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Lufkin District Office, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936) 634-4433, and at
www.txdot.gov, keyword search “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. This information also will be available for inspection at the
hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and may be
presented at the hearing, or submitted in person or by mail to the TxDOT Lufkin District Office. Comments must be
received on or before May 29, 2019 to be part of the official hearing record.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special communication or
accommodation needs, such the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact Rhonda Oaks, District Public
Information Officer at (936) 633-4395 or at Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Requests should be made at least two days prior to
the hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact Jennifer
Adams, 1-69 Project Manager, at (936) 633-4469 or at Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TXxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-3 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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® Aviso
B
* Borrador de la Evaluacion Medioambiental Disponible para Revision Publica

Texas Audiencia Publica
oi%’?gﬁgnngfgﬁon MEJORAS A LA CARRETERA US 59 DE SHEPHERD A CLEVELAND
DE FM 2914 a 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573
CSJs: 0177-02-057 y 0177-03-099
Condados San Jacinto y Liberty, Texas

El Departamento de Transportacion de Texas (Texas Departamento of Transportacion o TxDOT por sus siglas en inglés) como la
agencia lider, propone mejorar la carretera US 59 existente por medio de la construccion de vias de acceso laterales y pasos a
desnivel desde FM 2914 al sur de Shepherd, Condado San Jacinto hasta 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573 en Cleveland, Condado Liberty,
Texas. Este aviso comunica al publico que un borrador de evaluacion medioambiental (EA) esta disponible para revision del publico y
gue TxDOT estara conduciendo una audiencia publica respecto al proyecto propuesto. La audiencia se llevara a cabo el martes 14 de
mayo, 2019 en la Cafeteria de Shepherd High School, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, TX 77371. Los despliegues informativos estaran
disponibles para verse a las 4:00 p.m. y la audiencia formal empezara a las 6:00 p.m. El propésito de la audiencia es presentar la
planeacion de las mejoras y recibir comentarios del publico con respecto al proyecto propuesto.

El proyecto propuesto de 6.62 millas de longitud hara que la carretera US 59, cumpla con los criterios de las carreteras interestatales a
través de la construccion, en direccion norte y sur, de vias laterales de dos carriles de 12 pies de ancho, y, a través de la
reconstruccién de los carriles principales existentes de US 59, para que incluya 2 carriles de circulacion de 12 pies de ancho en cada
direccion, con una barrera intermedia. El proyecto propuesto convertira la carretera en una carretera de acceso controlado lo que
significa que no habra acceso directo a los carriles principales. El acceso a los carriles principales sera permitido a través de rampas
de entrada y salida. El proyecto propuesto también incluira la construccion de dos pasos a desnivel con vueltas en U en Red Road y,
justo al sur de la Linea Divisoria entre los Condados San Jacinto y Liberty.

La anchura del derecho de via existente (right-of-way o ROW por sus siglas en inglés) varia entre una anchura tipica de 200 pies a 830
pies cerca de la Interseccion entre el US 59 y SL 573 en Cleveland. La anchura del ROW propuesto varia entre 321 y 544 pies a lo
largo del area del proyecto. El proyecto propuesto potencialmente desplazaria 5 residencias, una iglesia, y 11 estructuras comerciales.
La informacién acerca del Programa Estatal de Asistencia para Reubicacion (Relocation Asistance Program) de TxDOT, beneficios y
servicios para los desplazados, al igual que la informacién sobre los programas tentativos para la adquisicion y construccion del ROW,
pueden obtenerse de la oficina de distrito de TxDOT ubicada en la direccion escrita méas abajo. La asistencia de reubicacion esta
disponible para las personas y negocios que potencialmente sean desplazados.

Dentro del ROW propuesto existe la presencia de humedales que seran impactados por las mejoras propuestas. Por esto, se requerird
que TxDOT obtenga autorizacion bajo la Section 404 de el Clean Water Act del United States Army Corps of Engineers. En
conformidad con la Orden Ejecutiva 11990, no se pudieron encontrar alternativas aplicables para evitar impactar los humedales. El
proyecto propuesto también cruzara zonas de inundacion; por esto, se requerira la coordinacion con el administrador local de las
zonas de inundacion. El proyecto queda sujeto a y cumplird con la Orden Ejecutiva 11988 de Administracion de Zonas de Inundacién
(Floodplain Management).

El borrador EA, los mapas mostrando la ubicacién y disefio del proyecto, programas tentativos de construccién y otra informacion
pertinente al proyecto estan archivados y disponibles para su inspeccién de Lunes a Viernes entre las horas de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m.
en la Oficina de Distrito en Lufkin de TxDOT, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936)634-4433 y en www.txdot.gov, palabra
clave de busqueda “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. Esta informacion también estara disponible para su inspeccion durante la audiencia.
Se solicitan comentarios verbales y por escrito del publico con respecto al proyecto y pueden ser presentados durante la audiencia, en
persona, o por correo, enviandolos a la Oficina de Distrito de Lufkin de TxDOT. Los comentarios deben recibirse para el o antes del 29
de mayo del 2019 para que sean parte del archivo oficial de la audiencia.

La audiencia se conducira en inglés. Se exhorta a las personas interesadas en asistir a la audiencia y que tengan necesidades
especiales de comunicacién o acomodo — tal como la necesidad de un intérprete—, a que se pongan en contacto con Rhonda Oaks al
(936)633-4395 0 a Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Las peticiones deben hacerse por lo menos dos dias antes de la audiencia. Se hara
cualquier esfuerzo razonable para satisfacer esas necesidades.

Si usted tiene cualquier pregunta o preocupacion de caracter general respecto al proyecto propuesto o sobre la audiencia, por favor
poéngase en contacto con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del Proyecto 1-69, al (936) 633-4469 o en Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov.

La revision medioambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por la Ley Medioambiental Federal pertinente para este proyecto
estan siendo, o han sido, efectuadas por TxDOT conforme a 23 U.S.C. 327 y el Memorandum of Understanding fechado 16 de
diciembre, 2014, y formalizado por FHWA y TxDOT.
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* ® Property Owner Sample Letter

l Texas Department of Transportation

1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, Texas 75901 | 936.633.4333 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV

April 26, 2019

Jen Yun & Chuen Lan Wang

Dear Property Owner,

The Lufkin District has been working hard to complete the environmental studies, surveys
and draft schematic for the proposed US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future [-69).
We are pleased to announce an upcoming public hearing to review the project details.
Please find the enclosed Notice which provides information on the proposed project,
locations to view project materials, and details about the upcoming public hearing.

We hope that you can attend. If you need additional information on the study or have any
questions, please contact Jennifer Adams, I-69 Project Manager, at the letterhead address
above, by email at Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov or phone at (936) 633-4469. You can also visit
the TxDOT website for more information on the US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland and other
Future 1-69 projects under development at http://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/projects/studies/lufkin.html.

A e

Cheryl P. Flood, P.E.
District Engineer
Texas Department of Transportation, Lufkin District

Sincerely

Enclosure

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to
23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed
by FHWA and TxDOT.

OUR VALUES: People ¢ Accountability * Trust * Honesty
OUR MISSION: Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-5 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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* Notice
Draft Environmental Assessment Available for Public Review

Texas and
Aﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁm Public Hearing
US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND
From FM 2914 to 0.65 mile south of SL 573

CSJs: 0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099
San Jacinto and Liberty Counties, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TXxDOT), as the lead agency, is proposing to upgrade existing US 59 by
constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to 0.65 mile south of
SL 573 in Cleveland in Liberty County, Texas. This notice advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA)
is available for public review and that TXDOT will be conducting a public hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will
be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at Shepherd High School Cafeteria, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, Texas 77371. Displays
will be available for viewing at 4:00 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to
present the planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed project.

The proposed 6.62 miles long project would bring US 59 up to interstate standards by constructing northbound and
southbound frontage roads with two 12-foot wide lanes and reconstructing the existing US 59 main lanes to include two
12-foot wide travel lanes in each direction with median barrier. The proposed project would become a controlled access
freeway which means there would not be direct access to the main lanes. Access to the main lanes would be allowed via
entrance and exit ramps. The proposed project would also include the construction of two overpasses with U-turns at Red
Road and just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty County Line.

Existing right-of-way (ROW) width varies from typical width of 200 feet to 830 feet near the US 59/SL 573 intersection in
Cleveland. The proposed ROW width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet through the project area. The proposed project
would potentially displace five residences, one church, and 11 commercial structures. Information about the TXDOT
Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as information about the tentative schedules
for ROW acquisition and construction can be obtained from the TxDOT district office at the address listed below.
Relocation assistance is available for potentially displaced persons and businesses.

Wetlands are present within the proposed ROW and will be impacted by the proposed improvements. Therefore, TxDOT
would be required to obtain authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from the United States Army Corps of
Engineers. In accordance with Executive Order 11990, no practicable alternatives were identified that would avoid
impacts to wetlands. The proposed project would also cross floodplains; therefore, coordination with the local floodplain
administrator would be required. The project is subject to and will comply with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain
Management.

The draft EA, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules, and other information
regarding the project are on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Lufkin District Office, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936) 634-4433, and at
www.txdot.gov, keyword search “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. This information also will be available for inspection at the
hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and may be
presented at the hearing, or submitted in person or by mail to the TxDOT Lufkin District Office. Comments must be
received on or before May 29, 2019 to be part of the official hearing record.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special communication or
accommodation needs, such the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact Rhonda Oaks, District Public
Information Officer at (936) 633-4395 or at Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Requests should be made at least two days prior to
the hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact Jennifer
Adams, 1-69 Project Manager, at (936) 633-4469 or at Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TXxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-6 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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® Aviso
B
* Borrador de la Evaluacion Medioambiental Disponible para Revision Publica

Texas Audiencia Publica
oi%’?gﬁgnngfgﬁon MEJORAS A LA CARRETERA US 59 DE SHEPHERD A CLEVELAND
DE FM 2914 a 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573
CSJs: 0177-02-057 y 0177-03-099
Condados San Jacinto y Liberty, Texas

El Departamento de Transportacion de Texas (Texas Departamento of Transportacion o TxDOT por sus siglas en inglés) como la
agencia lider, propone mejorar la carretera US 59 existente por medio de la construccion de vias de acceso laterales y pasos a
desnivel desde FM 2914 al sur de Shepherd, Condado San Jacinto hasta 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573 en Cleveland, Condado Liberty,
Texas. Este aviso comunica al publico que un borrador de evaluacion medioambiental (EA) esta disponible para revision del publico y
gue TxDOT estara conduciendo una audiencia publica respecto al proyecto propuesto. La audiencia se llevara a cabo el martes 14 de
mayo, 2019 en la Cafeteria de Shepherd High School, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, TX 77371. Los despliegues informativos estaran
disponibles para verse a las 4:00 p.m. y la audiencia formal empezara a las 6:00 p.m. El propésito de la audiencia es presentar la
planeacion de las mejoras y recibir comentarios del publico con respecto al proyecto propuesto.

El proyecto propuesto de 6.62 millas de longitud hara que la carretera US 59, cumpla con los criterios de las carreteras interestatales a
través de la construccion, en direccion norte y sur, de vias laterales de dos carriles de 12 pies de ancho, y, a través de la
reconstruccién de los carriles principales existentes de US 59, para que incluya 2 carriles de circulacion de 12 pies de ancho en cada
direccion, con una barrera intermedia. El proyecto propuesto convertira la carretera en una carretera de acceso controlado lo que
significa que no habra acceso directo a los carriles principales. El acceso a los carriles principales sera permitido a través de rampas
de entrada y salida. El proyecto propuesto también incluira la construccion de dos pasos a desnivel con vueltas en U en Red Road y,
justo al sur de la Linea Divisoria entre los Condados San Jacinto y Liberty.

La anchura del derecho de via existente (right-of-way o ROW por sus siglas en inglés) varia entre una anchura tipica de 200 pies a 830
pies cerca de la Interseccion entre el US 59 y SL 573 en Cleveland. La anchura del ROW propuesto varia entre 321 y 544 pies a lo
largo del area del proyecto. El proyecto propuesto potencialmente desplazaria 5 residencias, una iglesia, y 11 estructuras comerciales.
La informacién acerca del Programa Estatal de Asistencia para Reubicacion (Relocation Asistance Program) de TxDOT, beneficios y
servicios para los desplazados, al igual que la informacién sobre los programas tentativos para la adquisicion y construccion del ROW,
pueden obtenerse de la oficina de distrito de TxDOT ubicada en la direccion escrita méas abajo. La asistencia de reubicacion esta
disponible para las personas y negocios que potencialmente sean desplazados.

Dentro del ROW propuesto existe la presencia de humedales que seran impactados por las mejoras propuestas. Por esto, se requerird
que TxDOT obtenga autorizacion bajo la Section 404 de el Clean Water Act del United States Army Corps of Engineers. En
conformidad con la Orden Ejecutiva 11990, no se pudieron encontrar alternativas aplicables para evitar impactar los humedales. El
proyecto propuesto también cruzara zonas de inundacion; por esto, se requerira la coordinacion con el administrador local de las
zonas de inundacion. El proyecto queda sujeto a y cumplird con la Orden Ejecutiva 11988 de Administracion de Zonas de Inundacién
(Floodplain Management).

El borrador EA, los mapas mostrando la ubicacién y disefio del proyecto, programas tentativos de construccién y otra informacion
pertinente al proyecto estan archivados y disponibles para su inspeccién de Lunes a Viernes entre las horas de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m.
en la Oficina de Distrito en Lufkin de TxDOT, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936)634-4433 y en www.txdot.gov, palabra
clave de busqueda “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. Esta informacion también estara disponible para su inspeccion durante la audiencia.
Se solicitan comentarios verbales y por escrito del publico con respecto al proyecto y pueden ser presentados durante la audiencia, en
persona, o por correo, enviandolos a la Oficina de Distrito de Lufkin de TxDOT. Los comentarios deben recibirse para el o antes del 29
de mayo del 2019 para que sean parte del archivo oficial de la audiencia.

La audiencia se conducira en inglés. Se exhorta a las personas interesadas en asistir a la audiencia y que tengan necesidades
especiales de comunicacién o acomodo — tal como la necesidad de un intérprete—, a que se pongan en contacto con Rhonda Oaks al
(936)633-4395 0 a Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Las peticiones deben hacerse por lo menos dos dias antes de la audiencia. Se hara
cualquier esfuerzo razonable para satisfacer esas necesidades.

Si usted tiene cualquier pregunta o preocupacion de caracter general respecto al proyecto propuesto o sobre la audiencia, por favor
poéngase en contacto con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del Proyecto 1-69, al (936) 633-4469 o en Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov.

La revision medioambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por la Ley Medioambiental Federal pertinente para este proyecto
estan siendo, o han sido, efectuadas por TxDOT conforme a 23 U.S.C. 327 y el Memorandum of Understanding fechado 16 de
diciembre, 2014, y formalizado por FHWA y TxDOT.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland c-7 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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* ® Local Stakeholder Sample Letter

I Texas Department of Transportation

1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, Texas 75901 | 936.633.4333 | WWW.TXDOT.GOV
April 26, 2019

Mr. Roderick Hainey
Director of Public Works
City of Cleveland

1100 Nevell St.
Cleveland, TX 77327

Dear Stakeholder,

The Lufkin District has been working hard to complete the environmental studies, surveys
and draft schematic for the proposed US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69).
We are pleased to announce an upcoming public hearing to review the project details.
Please find the enclosed Notice which provides information on the proposed project,
locations to view project materials, and details about the upcoming public hearing.

We hope that you can attend. If you need additional information on the study or have any
questions, please contact Jennifer Adams, I-69 Project Manager, at the letterhead address
above, by email at Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov or phone at (936) 633-4469. You can also visit
the TxDOT website for more information on the US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland and other
Future 1-69 projects under development at http://www.txdot.gov/inside-
txdot/projects/studies/lufkin.html.

Sincerely,

s

Che?r( P. Flood, P.E.
District Engineer
Texas Department of Transportation, Lufkin District

Enclosure

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to
23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed
by FHWA and TxDOT.

OUR VALUES: People ¢ Accountability ¢ Trust * Honesty
OUR MISSION: Through collaboration and leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-8 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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* Notice
Draft Environmental Assessment Available for Public Review

Texas and
Aﬁgﬁgﬁgﬁm Public Hearing
US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND
From FM 2914 to 0.65 mile south of SL 573

CSJs: 0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099
San Jacinto and Liberty Counties, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TXxDOT), as the lead agency, is proposing to upgrade existing US 59 by
constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to 0.65 mile south of
SL 573 in Cleveland in Liberty County, Texas. This notice advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA)
is available for public review and that TXDOT will be conducting a public hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will
be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at Shepherd High School Cafeteria, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, Texas 77371. Displays
will be available for viewing at 4:00 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to
present the planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed project.

The proposed 6.62 miles long project would bring US 59 up to interstate standards by constructing northbound and
southbound frontage roads with two 12-foot wide lanes and reconstructing the existing US 59 main lanes to include two
12-foot wide travel lanes in each direction with median barrier. The proposed project would become a controlled access
freeway which means there would not be direct access to the main lanes. Access to the main lanes would be allowed via
entrance and exit ramps. The proposed project would also include the construction of two overpasses with U-turns at Red
Road and just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty County Line.

Existing right-of-way (ROW) width varies from typical width of 200 feet to 830 feet near the US 59/SL 573 intersection in
Cleveland. The proposed ROW width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet through the project area. The proposed project
would potentially displace five residences, one church, and 11 commercial structures. Information about the TXDOT
Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as information about the tentative schedules
for ROW acquisition and construction can be obtained from the TxDOT district office at the address listed below.
Relocation assistance is available for potentially displaced persons and businesses.

Wetlands are present within the proposed ROW and will be impacted by the proposed improvements. Therefore, TxDOT
would be required to obtain authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from the United States Army Corps of
Engineers. In accordance with Executive Order 11990, no practicable alternatives were identified that would avoid
impacts to wetlands. The proposed project would also cross floodplains; therefore, coordination with the local floodplain
administrator would be required. The project is subject to and will comply with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain
Management.

The draft EA, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules, and other information
regarding the project are on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Lufkin District Office, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936) 634-4433, and at
www.txdot.gov, keyword search “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. This information also will be available for inspection at the
hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and may be
presented at the hearing, or submitted in person or by mail to the TxDOT Lufkin District Office. Comments must be
received on or before May 29, 2019 to be part of the official hearing record.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special communication or
accommodation needs, such the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact Rhonda Oaks, District Public
Information Officer at (936) 633-4395 or at Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Requests should be made at least two days prior to
the hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact Jennifer
Adams, 1-69 Project Manager, at (936) 633-4469 or at Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TXxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-9 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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® Aviso
B
* Borrador de la Evaluacion Medioambiental Disponible para Revision Publica

Texas Audiencia Publica
oi%’?gﬁgnngfgﬁon MEJORAS A LA CARRETERA US 59 DE SHEPHERD A CLEVELAND
DE FM 2914 a 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573
CSJs: 0177-02-057 y 0177-03-099
Condados San Jacinto y Liberty, Texas

El Departamento de Transportacion de Texas (Texas Departamento of Transportacion o TxDOT por sus siglas en inglés) como la
agencia lider, propone mejorar la carretera US 59 existente por medio de la construccion de vias de acceso laterales y pasos a
desnivel desde FM 2914 al sur de Shepherd, Condado San Jacinto hasta 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573 en Cleveland, Condado Liberty,
Texas. Este aviso comunica al publico que un borrador de evaluacion medioambiental (EA) esta disponible para revision del publico y
gue TxDOT estara conduciendo una audiencia publica respecto al proyecto propuesto. La audiencia se llevara a cabo el martes 14 de
mayo, 2019 en la Cafeteria de Shepherd High School, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, TX 77371. Los despliegues informativos estaran
disponibles para verse a las 4:00 p.m. y la audiencia formal empezara a las 6:00 p.m. El propésito de la audiencia es presentar la
planeacion de las mejoras y recibir comentarios del publico con respecto al proyecto propuesto.

El proyecto propuesto de 6.62 millas de longitud hara que la carretera US 59, cumpla con los criterios de las carreteras interestatales a
través de la construccion, en direccion norte y sur, de vias laterales de dos carriles de 12 pies de ancho, y, a través de la
reconstruccién de los carriles principales existentes de US 59, para que incluya 2 carriles de circulacion de 12 pies de ancho en cada
direccion, con una barrera intermedia. El proyecto propuesto convertira la carretera en una carretera de acceso controlado lo que
significa que no habra acceso directo a los carriles principales. El acceso a los carriles principales sera permitido a través de rampas
de entrada y salida. El proyecto propuesto también incluira la construccion de dos pasos a desnivel con vueltas en U en Red Road y,
justo al sur de la Linea Divisoria entre los Condados San Jacinto y Liberty.

La anchura del derecho de via existente (right-of-way o ROW por sus siglas en inglés) varia entre una anchura tipica de 200 pies a 830
pies cerca de la Interseccion entre el US 59 y SL 573 en Cleveland. La anchura del ROW propuesto varia entre 321 y 544 pies a lo
largo del area del proyecto. El proyecto propuesto potencialmente desplazaria 5 residencias, una iglesia, y 11 estructuras comerciales.
La informacién acerca del Programa Estatal de Asistencia para Reubicacion (Relocation Asistance Program) de TxDOT, beneficios y
servicios para los desplazados, al igual que la informacién sobre los programas tentativos para la adquisicion y construccion del ROW,
pueden obtenerse de la oficina de distrito de TxDOT ubicada en la direccion escrita méas abajo. La asistencia de reubicacion esta
disponible para las personas y negocios que potencialmente sean desplazados.

Dentro del ROW propuesto existe la presencia de humedales que seran impactados por las mejoras propuestas. Por esto, se requerird
que TxDOT obtenga autorizacion bajo la Section 404 de el Clean Water Act del United States Army Corps of Engineers. En
conformidad con la Orden Ejecutiva 11990, no se pudieron encontrar alternativas aplicables para evitar impactar los humedales. El
proyecto propuesto también cruzara zonas de inundacion; por esto, se requerira la coordinacion con el administrador local de las
zonas de inundacion. El proyecto queda sujeto a y cumplird con la Orden Ejecutiva 11988 de Administracion de Zonas de Inundacién
(Floodplain Management).

El borrador EA, los mapas mostrando la ubicacién y disefio del proyecto, programas tentativos de construccién y otra informacion
pertinente al proyecto estan archivados y disponibles para su inspeccién de Lunes a Viernes entre las horas de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m.
en la Oficina de Distrito en Lufkin de TxDOT, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936)634-4433 y en www.txdot.gov, palabra
clave de busqueda “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. Esta informacion también estara disponible para su inspeccion durante la audiencia.
Se solicitan comentarios verbales y por escrito del publico con respecto al proyecto y pueden ser presentados durante la audiencia, en
persona, o por correo, enviandolos a la Oficina de Distrito de Lufkin de TxDOT. Los comentarios deben recibirse para el o antes del 29
de mayo del 2019 para que sean parte del archivo oficial de la audiencia.

La audiencia se conducira en inglés. Se exhorta a las personas interesadas en asistir a la audiencia y que tengan necesidades
especiales de comunicacién o acomodo — tal como la necesidad de un intérprete—, a que se pongan en contacto con Rhonda Oaks al
(936)633-4395 0 a Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Las peticiones deben hacerse por lo menos dos dias antes de la audiencia. Se hara
cualquier esfuerzo razonable para satisfacer esas necesidades.

Si usted tiene cualquier pregunta o preocupacion de caracter general respecto al proyecto propuesto o sobre la audiencia, por favor
poéngase en contacto con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del Proyecto 1-69, al (936) 633-4469 o en Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov.

La revision medioambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por la Ley Medioambiental Federal pertinente para este proyecto
estan siendo, o han sido, efectuadas por TxDOT conforme a 23 U.S.C. 327 y el Memorandum of Understanding fechado 16 de
diciembre, 2014, y formalizado por FHWA y TxDOT.
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Email Notice

TxDOT <txdot@service.govdelivery.com> Tue, May 7, 10:00 AM
to Jennifer Adams

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE 1-69)
PUBLIC HEARING

Where:
Shepherd High School Cafeteria

1 Pirate Lane
Shepherd, TX 77371

When:

Tuesday, May 14, 2019
Open House: 4-5:45 p.m.
Public Hearing: 6-7 p.m.

TxDOT is hosting a Public Hearing regarding the upgrade of US 59 (future I-69) to meet interstate standards from FM
2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to the north end of the Cleveland Relief Route in Liberty County. This
event is being held to display the planned improvements and receive comments on the proposed project. An open
house will be held prior to the Public Hearing from 4 — 5:45 p.m. in a come-and-go format. During the open house, the
public is invited to view displays, maps, environmental documentation and discuss the proposed project with staff. At
6 pm, TxDOT will begin the formal Public Hearing, which will include a presentation on the proposed project,
environmental studies and right of way process. Visit the project page for more information.

Can’t Make the Meeting?

Learn more about the public hearing by visiting the online meeting page, which allows you to see all the exhibits,

schematic and submit your comments online. This information will be available after the in-person Public Hearing
begins. Comments must be received on or before Wednesday, May 29, 2019, to be a part of the official meeting

record.

Contact Information

Please note: This email is an automated notification, which is unable to be monitored. We're happy to help you with
any questions or concerns you may have. Please contact the Lufkin District at (936) 633-4469 at any time about this
project.

Texas Department of Transportation
125 East 11th Street « Austin, Texas, 78701
(800) 558-9368 * AskTxDOT@txdot.gov
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Display Ads

Newspaper Run Dates
The News Advocate 4/24/19
La Lengua** 4/24/19
San Jacinto News Times 4/25/19
El Perico** 4/28/19

** gppeared in Spanish
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FROM THE COVER

Clinic
from page A1

know that you have it, you
could be spreading it to ev-
eryone around you, infect-
ing others,” she said.

The virus then spreads
like wildfire and can cause
an epidemic within a com-
munity in days, she said.

Asrecently aslate Friday,
there were at least 465 re-
cent cases in 19 states in-
cluding Texas.

“I only know of six in
Houston, but none report-
ed here (in Liberty),” Rasy
said.

The partnership for the
clinic came from a simple
desire to reach out to the
community and help.

“The idea came from
First Liberty National Bank
who wanted to do this for
the community and Liber-
ty-Dayton Regional Medical
Center CEO Matt Thornton
agreed immediately to facil-
itate the free clinic,” Rasy
said.
FLNB will sponsor the
first 50 of the expensive
shots and Liberty-Dayton
RMC will partner with
KSHN for the next 50.

“FLNB has said if there
was a need for more, they
would pay for the next 50
giving us a total of 150 free
available vaccines,” the
nurse said.

While there are no re-
ported cases of the rubeola
or red measles in Liberty
County, Rasy said the coun-
ty is certainly not immune
to the virus.

“Most already have the
vaccine, but there is a
group of anti-vaxxers who
may have changed their
mind and are ready to take
it,” she said.

For those who have al-
ready had the vaccination,
Rasy said they didn’t need a
booster or anything addi-
tional.

“It’s not like the tetanus
shot where you may have to
have a booster,” she said.

The day the clinic was an-
nounced, the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) sent
an email to health provid-
ers across the country cau-
tioning the potential for
outbreaks during the holi-
days.

The CDC has vaccination
rates that they prefer for
each community to have
and the Houston area is at
87 percent of the required
90 percent.

“That’s actually not too
bad, but with Houston be-
ing a hub for travelers and
visitors to the area, that's
why this is critical to get the
information out to as many
as possible,” she said.

The country’s largest
outbreak is in New York
City.

Some of the symptoms of
the virus include a cough
and a runny nose.

“With alot of us suffering
from severe allergies, it
would be easy for someone
to misdiagnose the virus,”
the nurse said.

Red eyes, and then arash
that starts at the head and
then spreads to the rest of
the body accompanied by a
fever are also considered

tell-tell signs of the virus.
“If a patient comes in
and we know that they have
a rash that began at the
head, they are immediately
put into isolation until it’s
absolutely determined not
to be the measles,” she said.
The National Vaccine
Center’s latest reports said
that as of November 30,
2018, there have been more
than 93,179 reports of mea-
sles vaccine reactions, hos-
pitalizations, injuries and
deaths following measles
vaccinations made to the

federal Vaccine Adverse
Events Reporting System
(VAERS), including 459 re-
lated deaths, 6,936 hospi-
talizations, and 1,748 relat-
ed disabilities. Over 50% of
those adverse events oc-
curred in children three
years old and under.

“We think it is important
for everyone to have access
to these potentially lifesav-
ing vaccines. If you have
never had an MMR vaccine
and would like to receive
one or if you have children
that have never had this

vaccine and would like to
have them vaccinated, we
strongly encourage you to
participate in this free
event,” Rasy said.

The TVFC (Texas Vac-
cines for Children) pro-
gram will also be on site to
serve the vaccine needs for
all children who qualify.

Qualifications for TVFC
are as follows include being
Medicaid-eligible, underin-
sured, uninsured, or Amer-
ican Indian or Alaska Na-
tive. Even if your child does
not meet the qualifications

Santiago Mejia / The Chronicle
Carmen Sanchez of San Bruno receives the MMR vaccine from LVN Sara Gaytan on April 17, 2019.

for TVFC, they can still re-
ceive the MMR vaccine for
no charge through the clin-
ic on Saturday.

The clinic begins at 8
a.m. on Saturday at the Lib-
erty-Dayton Rural Health
Clinic, 1353 N. Travis in Lib-
erty and ends at noon.

Patrons should use the
Travis Street entrance into
the clinic. For more infor-
mation, please call 936-336-
9175, Ext. 139

dtaylor@hcnonline.com

Abuse

from page A1

pressed concern over having to
face her abuser in front of a court-
room full of strangers.

While respecting the victim’s
wishes and trying to assure justice
was delivered, Pickett offered a
plea deal. His plea offer included a
plea of guilty to aggravated sexual

assault of a child, allow the foren-
sic interview to be played for the
judge instead of the victim testify-
ing, and the defendant admitting
to possessing the images of child
pornography.

Judge Mark Morefield recused
himself and Mayes was appointed
in his place.

Clymer accepted the plea with
all the stipulations and pled guilty
to Judge Mayes on April 17, 2019.

In his arguments before the

judge, Pickett presented the vid-
eotaped interview of the child,
and called to the stand officers
who investigated the case, the de-
fendant’s wife and Special Agent
Minh Lu from the FBI office in
Houston.

At the conclusion of the prose-
cutor’s case, the evidence showed
that the abuse occurred over a pe-
riod of 7 years and the Clymer had
in his possession hundreds of im-
ages of child pornography.

The only witness called by the
defense was Clymer’s mother
who asked for mercy for her son,
testifying he was a hard worker as
a diesel mechanic and volunteer
firefighter for the city of Liberty.
She also said he helped lead his
son’s Cub Scouts troop.

With the verdict already set-
tled, Pickett asked Mayes in pro-
nouncing his sentence, to send a
message to the citizens of Liberty
County—especially the victim in

this case—that these vile acts were
serious and wouldn’t be tolerated.

The evidence before him,
Mayes sentenced Clymer to 60
years in the Texas Department of
Corrections. Clymer will be avail-
able for parole after completing
30 years of his sentence. Mayes
expressed hope for the victim’s fu-
ture and wish for overcoming the
horrific events.

dtaylor@hcnonline.com
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® Draft Envir t for
Public Review and Public Hearing US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD
TO CLEVELAND From FM 2914 to 0.65 mile south of SL 573

De;‘;’;f,f,e,,, CSJs: 0177-02-:057 and 0177-03-099
of Transportation San Jacinto and Liberty Counties, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), as the lead agency, is proposing to upgrade existing US 59 by constructing
frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to 0.65 mile south of SL 573 in
Cleveland in Liberty County, Texas. This notice advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA) is available
for public review and that TxDOT will be conducting a public hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will be held
on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at Shepherd High School Cafeteria, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, Texas 77371. Displays will be
available for viewing at 4:00 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to present the
planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed project.

The proposed 6.62 miles long project would bring US 59 up to interstate standards by constructing northbound and
southbound frontage roads with two 12-foot wide lanes and reconstructing the existing US 59 main lanes to include two
12-foot wide travel lanes in each direction with median barrier. The proposed project would become a controlled access
freeway which means there would not be direct access to the main lanes. Access to the main lanes would be allowed via
entrance and exit ramps. The proposed project would also include the construction of two overpasses with U-turns at Red
Road and just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty County Line.

Existing right-of-way (ROW) width varies from typical width of 200 feet to 830 feet near the US 59/SL 573 intersection in
Cleveland. The proposed ROW width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet through the project area. The proposed project would
potentially displace five residences, one church, and 11 commercial structures. Information about the TxDOT Relocation
Assistance Program, benefits and services for displacees, as well as information about the tentative schedules for ROW
acquisition and construction can be obtained from the TxDOT district office at the address listed below. Relocation assistance
is available for potentially displaced persons and businesses.

Wetlands are present within the proposed ROW and will be impacted by the proposed improvements. Therefore, TxDOT
would be required to obtain authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from the United States Army Corps of
Engineers. In accordance with Executive Order 11990, no practicable alternatives were identified that would avoid impacts to
wetlands. The proposed project would also cross floodplains; therefore, coordination with the local floodplain administrator
would be required. The project is subject to and will comply with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management.

The draft EA, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules, and other information
regarding the project are on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Lufkin District Office, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936) 634-4433, and at
www.txdot.gov, keyword search “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland” This information also will be available for inspection at the
hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public regarding the proposed project are requested and may be presented
at the hearing, or submitted in person or by mail to the TxDOT Lufkin District Office. Comments must be received on or
before May 29, 2019 to be part of the official hearing record.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special communication or
accommodation needs, such the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact Rhonda Oaks, District Public Information
Officer at (936) 633-4395 or at Rhonda.Oaks @txdot.gov. Requests should be made at least two days prior to the hearing.
Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate these needs.

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact
Jennifer Adams, 1-69 Project Manager, at (936) 633-4469 or at Jennifer.Adams @txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxXDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-14
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AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF TEXAS §

ANGELINA COUNTY §

BEFORE ME, THE UNDERSIGNED personally appeared

Roy Reyes , of La Lengua, News Journal, a weekly Spanish language
newspaper of general circulation, published at Lufkin, in Angelina County, with a weekly
distribution of 8,000 copies covering the following counties: Angelina County, Polk
County, Trinity County, Houston County, Cherokee County, Nacogdoches County, San
Augustine County, Shelby County, Jasper County, and Tyler County, Texas, who depos-
es and says that the advertisement, as per copies attached, were published in the regu-
lar issue(s) of: La Lengua, No. 1278, dated April 24, 2019, page 13, at the lowest clas-
sified rate of $8.00 per column/inch.

oy [0

‘I#oy F{eyeé
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 26 day of April , 2019.
(Seal) No ry ubllc in and for State of Texas

........

’ QI DAVID R JENK\NS JR

A & Notary Public
£ ?’ hy S
b % * State of Texa
O &/ D # 129351812

IE5<” My Comm. Explres 03/15/2021

Dﬁw W JeVKWS
Print or Type Name of Notary Public

My commission expires: 3/ 1‘(/2’{
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Exposicion de estudiantes de
artes gl'{lﬁcas”. Continuacion de pdg. 1.

proyectos que incluyen
folletos, cardtulas de
CD, carteles, anuncios y
disefios de periddicos y
revistas.

Los estudiantes del
profesor Reg Reynolds,
mostrardn video, grificos
vectoriales, imdgenes
digitales I, portfolio y
pasantias en su exhibicién
de ejemplos de creacion
de videos, imdgenes
digitales, disefio web, fo-
tografia de moda, fotogra-
fia de estilo de comida y
arte digital puro e imagen
experimental.

El programa de Disefio

y Artes Aplicadas prepara
a los estudiantes para
el empleo como artistas
graficos de nivel de
entrada con los conoci-
mientos 'y habilidades
necesarios para realizar
la edicién de escritorio,
fotografia, disefio de com-
putadoras, artes gréficas,
imdgenes digitales, disefio
web y produccion de
video.

Para obtener mds infor-
macién sobre el Programa
de Artes Gréficas del
Angelina  College en
Lufkin, llame al 936-633-
5233.

Los hermanos Villalobos: la miisica
mexicana... Continuacién de pag. 9.

la energfa del rock and roll
con los sonidos tradicio-
nales de El pais natal de
los hermanos, segtin Scott
Shattuck, decano asociado
del Colegio de Bellas
Artes y director de la serie.

“Me sorprendi6 el estilo
de actuacién ardiente y
el encanto contagioso de
los Hermanos Villalo-
bos cuando los escuché
en vivo”, dijo Shattuck.
“Desde  entonces, me
he estado muriendo por
traerlos de su sede en la
ciudad de Nueva York a
SFA 'y presentar a las au-
diencias de Nacogdoches
la diversion y la pasién que
traen a sus conciertos”.

Las actuaciones
virtuosas del conjunto han
encantado a las audien-
cias de América Latina,
India, Rusia y Canadd y en
mds de 30 estados de los
EEUU. Se han presentado
en lugares historicos y en
eventos como el Carnegie
Hall, el Lincoln Center,
el New Victory Theatre
en Broadway, el Latin
Premios Grammy, Festival
de Jazz de Montreal, el
60° aniversario de las
Naciones Unidas y el 66°
Congreso de la FIFA en la
Ciudad de México.

Los Villalobos Brothers
recientemente estrenaron
su Proyecto Sinfénico,
realizando conciertos
agotados con la Orquesta
Sinfénicade San Francisco
y la Sinfénica de Walla
Walla. El conjunto ha co-
laborado con mdsicos le-
gendarios, incluidos los
ganadores del Grammy
Bruce Springsteen, Dolly
Parton, Ana  Tijoux,
Antonio Sénchez, Regina
Carter, Sierra Hull y Dan

Zanes.
EN el 2013, los
Hermanos Villalobos

ganaron la competencia
musical llamada La Guerra
de los barrios, una compe-
tencia a nivel ciudad para
grupos de todo género y
estilo musical. Su dlbum
“Somos” saldrd a la venta
este afio.

La presentacion de
los Hermanos Villalo-
bos es patrocinada por el
banco BancorpSouth. “...
Junto con BancorpSouth
estamos celebrando la di-
versidad y vitalidad de
nuestro campus y la regién
del extremo este de Texas
al darle la bienvenida a
este galardonado grupo a
SFA”. Dijo Shattuck.

Antes del show, Juan
Carlos Urena, profesor del
Departamento de Idiomas,
Culturas y Comunicacio-
nes, presentard una sesion
informativa en la Griffith
Gallery a las 7:00 pm.

Se invita a la audiencia a
reunirse en la galerfa para
una recepcion posterior al
espectdculo para conocer a
los artistas y para honrar al
patrocinador corporativo.

Un boleto para el evento
para la Serie Universitaria
cuesta $25 para adultos,
$20 para adultos mayores
de la tercera edad y $10
para estudiantes / jovenes
que no son estudiantes de
SFA. Los boletos para los
estudiantes de SFA son
$3.00

Para mds informacién o
para la compra de boletos,
visite: finearts.sfasu.edu

Pase por la Taquillaen la
Sala 211 del Griffith Fine
Arts Building, o llame al
(936) 468-6407 o al (888)
240-ARTS.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland

. Que toma para satisfacer su sed espiritual?

“Lo que ahora vivo en
el cuerpo, lo vivo por la fe
en el Hijo de Dios, quien
me amd y dio su vida por
mi” Galatas 2:20b (NVI).

Nacer de nuevo, jqué
experiencia tan mara-
villosa! Recibir la vida
abundante de Cristo, ver
cémo el entendimiento es
iluminado cada dfa més al
pasar tiempo en comunién

con Dios ya sea meditando
en Su Palabra, en oracion
o asistiendo a la reunidn,
hace que se cumpla en
nosotros también la decla-
racién de Pablo del texto
biblico.

Aprender a vivir la vida
natural echando mano a
los recursos sobrenatura-
les que Dios ha provisto
para cada uno de nosotros,

es maravilloso.

Jesucristo es el autor y
consumador de la fe. Je-
sucristo te demostré Su
amor dando Su vida por
ti para que tus pecados
sean perdonados, para
hacerte libre de la ley del
pecado y de la muerte que
te dominaban. Jesucristo,
jresucit6! Hay poder en
Su Nombre, Nombre que

estd por encima de todo
nombre. Animate, for-
talécete hoy en la fe; no
estds solo. Tomate de cada
promesa que en Jesucristo
son si y amén.

Vive este dia y cada
dia por fe en el Sefior
Jesis. Ya basta de vivir
por vista, es decir, por
lo que los sentidos, sen-
timientos o apariencias
te muestran; comienza a
vivir gobernado por tus

convicciones.

iEscoge vivir por la fe
en el Hijo de Dios que te
ama y dio Su vida por ti!
Devocional por: Visién de
Futuro. Aliento Cotidiano.

Southside Baptist Church
1615 Tulane Dr.

Lufkin, TX 75901
936-632-3292
www.southsidelufkin.org

hside

istChurch

People on it Joumey

= < -
Borrador de la Evaluacion Medioambiental
I Texas Disponible para Revisién Publica
Department y
of Transportation

Audiencia Publica

MEJORAS A LA CARRETERA US 59 DE SHEPHERD A CLEVELAND
DE FM 2914 a 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573
CSJs: 0177-02-057 y 0177-03-099
Condados San Jacinto y Liberty, Texas

El Departamento de Transportacion de Texas (Texas Departamento of Transportacion o TxDOT por sus siglas en
inglés) como la agencia lider, propone mejorar la carretera US 59 existente por medio de la construccion de vias de
acceso laterales y pasos a desnivel desde FM 2914 al sur de Shepherd, Condado San Jacinto hasta 0.65 millas al sur
de SL 573 en Cleveland, Condado Liberty, Texas. Este aviso comunica al publico que un borrador de evaluacién
medioambiental (EA) esta disponible para revision del piblico y que TxDOT estara conduciendo una audiencia publi-
ca respecto al proyecto propuesto. La audiencia se llevara a cabo el martes 14 de mayo, 2019 en la Cafeteria de She-
pherd High School, 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, TX 77371. Los despliegues informativos estaran disponibles para verse
alas 4:00 p.m. y la audiencia formal empezara a las 6:00 p.m. El propésito de la audiencia es presentar la planeacion
de las mejoras y recibir comentarios del publico con respecto al proyecto propuesto.

El proyecto propuesto de 6.62 millas de longitud hara que la carretera US 59, cumpla con los criterios de las carreteras
interestatales a través de la construccion, en direccion norte y sur, de vias laterales de dos carriles de 12 pies de ancho,
y, a través de la reconstruccion de los carriles principales existentes de US 59, para que incluya 2 carriles de circula-
cion de 12 pies de ancho en cada direccion, con una barrera intermedia. El proyecto propuesto convertira la carretera
en una carretera de acceso controlado lo que significa que no habra acceso directo a los carriles principales. El acceso
alos carriles principales sera permitido a través de rampas de entrada y salida. El proyecto propuesto también incluira
la construccion de dos pasos a desnivel con vueltas en U en Red Road y, justo al sur de la Linea Divisoria entre los
Condados San Jacinto y Liberty.

La anchura del derecho de via existente (right-of-way o ROW por sus siglas en inglés) varia entre una anchura tipica
de 200 pies a 830 pies cerca de la Interseccion entre el US 59 y SL 573 en Cleveland. La anchura del ROW propuesto
varia entre 321 y 544 pies a lo largo del area del proyecto. El proyecto propuesto potencialmente desplazaria 5 re-
sidencias, una iglesia, y 11 estructuras comerciales. La informacion acerca del Programa Estatal de Asistencia para
Reubicacion (Relocation Asistance Program) de TxDOT, beneficios y servicios para los desplazados, al igual que la
informacion sobre los programas tentativos para la adquisicion y construccién del ROW, pueden obtenerse de la ofi-
cina de distrito de TXDOT ubicada en la direccion escrita mas abajo. La asistencia de reubicacion esta disponible para
las personas y negocios que potencialmente sean desplazados.

Dentro del ROW propuesto existe la presencia de humedales que seran impactados por las mejoras propuestas. Por
esto, se requerira que TxDOT obtenga autorizacion bajo la Section 404 de el Clean Water Act del United States Army
Corps of Engineers. En conformidad con la Orden Ejecutiva 11990, no se pudieron encontrar alternativas aplicables
para evitar impactar los humedales. El proyecto propuesto también cruzara zonas de inundacion; por esto, se requerira
la coordinacion con el administrador local de las zonas de inundacion. El proyecto queda sujeto a y cumplira con la
Orden Ejecutiva 11988 de Administracion de Zonas de Inundacion (Floodplain Management).

El borrador EA, los mapas mostrando la ubicacién y disefio del proyecto, programas tentativos de construccion y
otra informacidn pertinente al proyecto estan archivados y disponibles para su inspeccion de Lunes a Viernes entre
las horas de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m. en la Oficina de Distrito en Lufkin de TxDOT, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin,
TX 75901, (936)634-4433 y en www.txdot.gov, palabra clave de busqueda “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. Esta in-
formacion también estard disponible para su inspeccion durante la audiencia. Se solicitan comentarios verbales y por
escrito del publico con respecto al proyecto y pueden ser presentados durante la audiencia, en persona, o por correo,
enviandolos a la Oficina de Distrito de Lufkin de TxDOT. Los comentarios deben recibirse para el o antes del 29 de
mayo del 2019 para que sean parte del archivo oficial de la audiencia.

La audiencia se conduciré en inglés. Se exhorta a las personas interesadas en asistir a la audiencia y que tengan nece-
sidades especiales de comunicacién o acomodo — tal como la necesidad de un intérprete—, a que se pongan en contacto
con Rhonda Oaks al (936)633-4395 o a Rhonda.Oaks(@txdot.gov. Las peticiones deben hacerse por lo menos dos dias
antes de la audiencia. Se hara cualquier esfuerzo razonable para satisfacer esas necesidades.

Si usted tiene cualquier pregunta o preocupacion de caracter general respecto al proyecto propuesto o sobre la audien-
cia, por favor pongase en contacto con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del Proyecto 1-69, al (936) 633-4469 o en Jennifer.
Adams@txdot.gov.

La revision medioambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por la Ley Medioambiental Federal pertinente
para este proyecto estan siendo, o han sido, efectuadas por TxDOT conforme a 23 U.S.C. 327 y el Memorandum of
Understanding fechado 16 de diciembre, 2014, y formalizado por FHWA y TxDOT.
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PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF _DQw, T(LQ \\(\«\B
(Insen County)

BEFORE ME, THE UNDERSIGNED AUTHORITY, ON THIS DAY PERSONALLY

~
APPEARED \{ Q\\ \ TS WHO BEING BY ME DULY

Insert Publisher’s Name/Publisher’s Representative)

SWORN, DEPOSES AND SAYS THAT HE/SHE IS THE PUBLISHER OF THE

g(lv\ l QQ\V\\‘B\Q MST\’W\QS THAT SAID NEWSPAPER IS |

~(Insert Newspaper’s Name)

REGULARLY PUBLISHED IN 8@«\3@&,&\(\( Q COUNTY

_ (Insert County/Counties Name)

\

T (COUNTIES), TEXAS, AND GENERALLY CIRCULATED IN

%QW\TYCLQ\ (\{VO

(Insert ALL Counties of General Distribution)

COUNTY (COUNTIES), TEXAS; AND THAT THE NOTICE, A COPY OF WHICH IS

HERETO ATTACHED, WAS PUBLISHED IN SAID NEWSPAPER ON THE FOLLOWING

DAYS: n\*O(‘\\ ’lS NG

( sert Date(s)
?%MW
PUBLISHERRUBLISHER’S REPRESENTATIVE

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TO ME ON THIS THE 5 ! 5 DAY OF

“—? e\ \ ')& \ O’\_ TO CERTIFY WHICH WITNESS MY HAND

AND SEAL OF OFFICE.

‘ GEORGIA BAILEY
SVENQY ‘ JomerunLe
T E STATE OF kXAS NV Notary D # 3068625
- \ N A Expires: 10-3-2020
O\ ™
PRINT OR TYRE NAME OF NCWAT)( Pulajﬁ
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES lf)\ N O (Affix Notary Seal Above)
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The German medal

Finding strange things in strange places

TEXAS|™
TALES

By Mike Cox

‘There are big mysteries
ranging from the most
weighty of cosmic questions
to the whereabouts of famous
people who have disappeared
without a trace. And then
there are little mysteries.

For instance, how did a
German medal dated 1844
end up in a farmer’s pasture
near Lometa in Lampasas
County? One side of the
commemorative coin, in
German, was the inscription:
“Remembrance of German
Exposition Industrial
Products of Berlin.” On the
other side were these words:
“Forward with German
diligence and German energy.
Be united.”

In 1936,as Texas
celebrated the centennial of
independence from Mexico,
Bronte resident Bill Martin
told a reporter that his father
had found the medal 30 years
before.

The unnamed journalist said
in his article that the medal
probably was lost during
an unsuccessful attempt to
establish a German colony
farther up the Colorado
River than the better known
German enclave around
Fredericksburg. The project
‘was abandoned in 1852
and the old land grant sold
at auction by the sheriff of
Bexar County, which at that
time included that part of the
state.

‘While how the medal got to
the Lometa area will never be
known, it’s easy to learn more
about the Berlin event where
the medal was obtained. Held
in the Zeughous, Berlin's
old arsenal, the Allgemeine

\Z';lt:h, l?ock&]e elry/Rep

— IS.CELEBRATING —

Deutsche Gewerbe-
Ausstellung attracted 3040
exhibitors, 685 from Berlin.
An esimated 260,000
people attended, including,
presumably, whoever lost the
souvenir in distant Texas.

Guadalupe County farmer
Bernard Pankau found a
small mystery on his farm
near Seguin in 1938. He
noticed an old knife that had
been uncarthed, presumably
following a heavy rain, in a
washout. When he picked up
the knife, he said, a small gold
coin fell from it.

How a coin could fall from
a knife the finder did not
explain in a brief story carried
in the Guadalupe Gazette-
Bulletin on May 12 that
year. Less than a half-inch
in diameter, the coin bore
the legend, “California Gold
1849.”Thirteen stars stood
out on one side of the coin,

a representation of Lady
Liberty on the other.

"The article offers no
description of the knife or
any further detail, leaving
readers to ponder all the
possibilitics. One thing’s
a bit more certain: The
value of such a coin today,
depending on a more accurate
identification, would start at
about $400.

A primary ingredient of
any mystery is the passage of

time.

In 1936, Dr. R.S. Sutton of
Bartlett knew exactly where
a silver Swiss watch once
owned by Gen. Antonio
Lopez de Santa Anna’s
could be found—in the good
doctor’s personal collection.
‘The timepiece, manufactured
in 1820 and distributed
out of London, bore the
manufacturer’s number
of 41442. Enclosed in a
silver case, it had four gold
bonds around its outer edge.
Engraved on the outside of
the case was “El Salvor” and
the inner case has the words,
“Cylindre Quatre Rubis.”

"The watch was taken from
the body of Gen. Manuel
Fernando Castrillon, who

had been killed in the battle

by two Texas scouts who .
later said they thought he //€¢ Us S “/,0”5‘ Our Lo /
was San(: An:]xla ?’ir{g to For every $25 you spend you get a raffle ticket
:—:ﬁ:sc"u k:; h‘}’; r::nnf%om toward the daily prize drawing, or purchase
abandoning their artillery in a $20 raffle ticket and receive a jewelry gift

panicked flight, the veteran
officer had stood with arms
crossed over his chest, waiting
to be killed.) Santa Anna

had given the watch to the
general.

Scout Jim Dottery kept
the watch as a souvenir of
the battle. (The roster of
Texans who parsicipated in
the battle, plus those who
were in the area but did not

bag and a chance to win a prize of the day.
You don’t want to miss out on winning these
fabulous prizes like a Smart TV, a luxurious
spa day or a gorgeous emerald set!
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FHWAand TxDOT.

Notice

- ® .
3 Draft Envir I A
Depai
of Transportation

Texas

rtment

for Public Review and
Public Hearing
US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND
From FM 2914 to 0.65 mile south of SL 573
CSJs: 0177-02-057 and 0177-03-099
San Jacinto and Liberty Counties, Texas

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), as the lead agency, is proposing to upgrade existing US 59 by constructing frontage roads
and overpasses from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to 0.65 mile south of SL 573 in Cleveland in Liberty County, Texas.
This notice advises the public that a draft environmental assessment (EA) is available for public review and that TxDOT will be conducting a
public hearing on the proposed project. The hearing will be held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at Shepherd High School Cafeteria, 1 Pirate Lane,
Shepherd, Texas 77371. Displays will be available for viewing at 4:00 p.m. with the formal hearing starting at 6:00 p.m. The purpose of the
hearing is to present the planned improvements and to receive public comment on the proposed project.

The proposed 6.62 miles long project would bring US 59 up to interstate standards by constructing northbound and southbound frontage roads
with two 12-foot wide lanes and reconstructing the existing US 59 main lanes to include two 12-foot wide travel lanes in each direction with
median barrier. The proposed project would become a controlled access freeway which means there would not be direct access to the main
lanes. Access to the main lanes would be allowed via entrance and exit ramps. The proposed project would also include the construction of
two overpasses with U-turns at Red Road and just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty County Line.

Existing right-of-way (ROW) width varies from typical width of 200 feet to 830 feet near the US 59/SL 573 intersection in Cleveland. The
proposed ROW width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet through the project area. The proposed project would potentially displace five
residences, one church, and 11 commercial structures. Information about the TxDOT Relocation Assistance Program, benefits and services for
displacees, as well as information about the tentative schedules for ROW acquisition and construction can be obtained from the TxDOT district
office at the address listed below. Relocation assistance is available for potentially displaced persons and businesses.

Wetlands are present within the proposed ROW and will be impacted by the proposed improvements. Therefore, TxDOT would be required to
obtain authorization under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act from the United States Army Corps of Engineers. In accordance with Executive
Order 11990, no practicable alternatives were identified that would avoid impacts to wetlands. The proposed project would also cross
floodplains; therefore, coordination with the local floodplain administrator would be required. The project is subject to and will comply with
Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management.

The draft EA, maps showing the project location and design, tentative construction schedules, and other information regarding the project

are on file and available for inspection Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the TxDOT Lufkin District
Office, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936) 634-4433, and at www.txdot.gov. keyword search “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. This
information also will be available for inspection at the hearing. Verbal and written comments from the public regarding the proposed project
are requested and may be presented at the hearing, or submitted in person or by mail to the TxDOT Lufkin District Office. Comments must be
received on or before May 29, 2019 to be part of the official hearing record.

The hearing will be conducted in English. Persons interested in attending the hearing who have special communication or accommodation
needs, such the need for an interpreter, are encouraged to contact Rhonda Oaks, District Public Information Officer at (936) 6334395

.gov. Requests should be made at least two days prior to the hearing. Every reasonable effort will be made to

accommodate these needs.
If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the proposed project or the hearing, please contact Jennifer Adams, I-69 Project
Manager, at (936) 6334469 or at Jennifer Adams@txdot.gov.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have
been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 16, 2014, and executed by
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Product: _Notice of Public Hearing to
Improve US 59

ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
STATE OF TEXAS §

COUNTIES OF SAN JACINTO & LIBERTY §

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared

Caleb Avila , who being by me duly sworn, deposes

and says that (s)he is the owner

of the El Perico Spanish Newspaper ; that said newspaper or publication is

generally circulated in _San Jacinto County & Liberty County , Texas;

that the enclosed notice was published in said newspaper or publication on the following date(s):

April 28, 2019 /\ (-\

(newspaper o\*puhl.ic{ n representative’s signature)
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 28 day i ,20_19

to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

Notary Publi¢ in gpﬁ for the State of Texas

(Seal)
Wiz, Manuel Rodriguez
\W\ /, . °
& \ & ROp, Print or Type Name of Notary Public
$ éo.._..-«",w Plg oz
AT AT 4-17-2022
== o, » N My Commission Expires
= % + =
%, Lt
Z ' :

ganmi
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elperico@elpericonews.com

www.elpericonews.com

Ed.610+28 de abril de 2019 3A

La quema de TRAB
Judas

Spanish Newspaper
‘Www.elpericonews.com

Por Francisco Schwartau

Abril de 2019

Otra de las costumbres
que s encucntra muy ar-
raigada en Mexico, es la
"LA QUEMA DEL
JUDAS?", la cual se lleva
a cabo el domingo de
Resurreccion, siendo esta
una fiesta o celebracion,
que muestra el rechazo
que hay entre la Comu-
nidad Catolica por Judas
Iscariote, quien fuera
quien  traicionara a
"CRISTO" y lo vendiera
a los Romanos para ser
Cruzificado.

Cabe mencionar, que no
solo la  Comunidad
Catolica libera su odio,
su desprecio, su descon-
tento con la quema del
Judas, sino que esta cele-
bracion a ido mas alla de
Judas Iscariote y ahora
representa a personas,
que se consideran noci-

vas y nefastas.

Esta tradicion proviene
de algunos Pueblos Es-
pafioles y varios Pueblos
Iberoamericanos la adop-
taron y representa el cas-
tigo y repudio hacia el
mal, la cobardia y la
traicion que existe entre
la gente contra el mal
(Espaiia, Venezuela,
Peru, Bolivia, Mexico,
etc).

La celebracion consiste,
en claborar mufiecos de
carton, tela, escayola,
paja, madera, etc., dan-
dole la forma de una
figura humana que se-
meja o representa a Judas
Iscariote para castigarlo
por su terrible acto de
haber entregado a Cristo
por 30 monedas de plata
por personas que la gente
odia. (ha pasado de
moda desde hace mucho
tiempo el representar solo
a Judas Iscariote entre los
mufiecos que se fabrican
y ha sido cambiada su

imagen por personas,
politicos, asesinos, vio-
ladores, etc., que son las
figuras mas odiadas por
la gente).

En esta Quema de los
Judas, entre las figuras
que mas buscaba la gente
para poder llevar a cabo
su quema, su apedreo, su
destruccion, estaban las
de 1.- Donald Trump , 2.-
Nicolas Maduro , 3.- En-
rique Pefia Nieto y asi
sucesivamente, hasta lle-
gara la figura del Diablo.

Es curioso como pueden
las personas verter su
odio o su desprecio por la
imagen de las personas
que tanto repudian y
como con un acto tan in-
significante y sin conse-
cuencias, pueden librar
por medio le la quema del
Judas, su odio, su despre-
cio, su coraje, por todas
aquellas personas que
consideran nefastas y no-
civas para su Mundo.

PAQUETE/COMPIETO)

4 09—

TA‘TUAJES DE ALTA' CALI]);@

344-8179

 Twin QS

Zummo Meat Co. esta ocupando
para unos puestos en el cuarto
de empaquetado

Debedes incluye.
* Recortar productos alimenticios
 Colocar el producto en la maquina

de empaquetado
* Colocar paquetes en cajas

Lunes - Viernes 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Empieza en $8/hora
No se requiere experiencia
Debe tener ID con foto valida y
Tarjeta de Seguro Social

Ap que en persona en:
Zummo Meat Co.
3705 St. James Bivd.
Beaumont, TX 77705

Texas
Department
‘of Transportation

Aviso
Borrador de la E: i6 i i isp

para Revision Piiblica

y
Audiencia Piblica
MEJORAS A LA CARRETERA US 59 DE SHEPHERD A CLEVELAND
DE FM 2914 a 0.65 millas al sur de SL 573
CSJs: 0177-02-057 y 0177-03-099
Condados San Jacinto y Liberty, Texas

EID deT de Texas (Texas D of T o TxDOT
por sus siglas en inglés) como la agencia lider, propone mejorar la carretera US 59 existente por
medio de la construccion de vias de acceso laterales y pasos a desnivel desde FM 2914 al sur de
Shepherd, Condado San Jacinto hasta 0.63 millas al sur de SL 573 en Cleveland, Condado
Liberty, Texas. Este aviso comunica al piblico que un borrador de evaluacion medioambiental
(EA) estd disponible para revisién del pablico y que TxDOT estard conduciendo una audiencia
piblica respecto al proyecto propucsto. La audiencia s llevard a cabo ¢l martes 14 de mayo,
2019 en la Cafeteria de Shepherd High School. 1 Pirate Lane, Shepherd, TX 77371. Los

estardn para verse a las 4:00 p.m. y la audiencia formal
empezard a las 6:00 p.m. El propésito de la audiencia es presentar la planeacion de las mejoras
¥ recibir comentarios del pablico con respecto al proyecto propuesto.

El proyecto propuesto de 6.62 millas de longitud hara que la carretera US 59, cumpla con los
criterios de las carreteras interestatales a través de la construccion, en direccion norte y sur, de
vias laterales de dos carriles de 12 pies de ancho, y, a través de la reconstruccion de los carriles
principales existentes de US 59, para que incluya 2 carriles de circulacién de 12 pies de ancho
en cada direccién, con una barrera intermedia. El proyecto propuesto convertiré la carretera en
una carretera de acceso controlado lo que significa que no habra acceso directo a los carriles
principales. El acceso a los carriles principales ser permitido a través de rampas de entrada y
salida. El proyecto propuesto también incluira la construccion de dos pasos a desnivel con vueltas
en U en Red Road y, justo al sur de la Linca Divisoria entre los Condados San Jacinto y Liberty.

La anchura del derecho de via existente (right-of-way o ROW por sus siglas en inglés) varia
entre una anchura tipica de 200 pies a 830 pies cerca de la Interseccion entre el US 59y SL 573
en Cleveland. La anchura del ROW propuesto varia entre 321 y 544 pies a lo largo del drea del
proyecto. El proyecto propuesto potencialmente desplazaria 5 residencias, una iglesia, y 11
estructuras comerciales. La informacién acerca del Programa Estatal de Asistencia para
Reubicacién (Relocation Asistance Program) de TxDOT, beneficios y servicios para los
desplazados, al igual que la informacion sobre los programas tentativos para la adquisicion y
construccién del ROW, pueden obtenerse de la oficina de distrito de TXDOT ubicada en la
direccion escrita més abajo. La asistencia de reubicacion estd disponible para las personas y
negocios que potencialmente sean desplazados.

Dentro del ROW propuesto existe la presencia de humedales que serdn impactados por las
mejoras propuestas. Por esto, se requerird que TXDOT obtenga autorizacion bajo la Section 404
de el Clean Water Act el United States Army Corps of Engineers. En conformidad con la Orden
Ejecutiva 11990, no se pudicron encontrar alternativas aplicables para cvitar impactar los
humedales. El proyecto propuesto también cruzard zonas de inundacién; por esto, se requerir
la coordinacién con el administrador local de las zonas de inundacion. El proyccto queda sujeto
a'y cumplird con la Orden Ejecutiva 11988 de Administracion de Zonas de Inundacion
(Floodplain Management).

El borrador EA, los mapas mostrando la ubicacion y discfio del proyecto, programas tentativos
de construccién y otra informacién pertinente al proyecto estdn archivados y disponibles para
suinspeccién de Lunes a Viemes entre las horas de 8:00 a.m. y 5:00 p.m. en la Oficina de Distrito
en Lufkin de TxDOT, 1805 N. Timberland Dr., Lufkin, TX 75901, (936)634-4433 y en
www.txdot.gov. palabra clave de bisqueda “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”. Esta informacion
también estard disponible para su inspeceién durante la audiencia. Se solicitan comentarios
verbales y por escrito del publico con respecto al proyecto y pueden ser presentados durante la
audiencia, en persona, o por correo, envidndolos a la Oficina de Distrito de Lufkin de TXDOT.
Los comentarios deben recibirse para el o antes del 29 de mayo del 2019 para que sean parte del
archivo oficial de la audiencia.

La audiencia se conducira en inglés. Se exhorta a las personas interesadas en asistir a la audiencia
¥ que tengan necesidades especiales de comunicacién o acomodo ~ tal como la necesidad de un
intérprete-. a que se pongan en contacto con Rhonda Oaks al (936)633-4395 o a
Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov. Las peticiones deben hacerse por lo menos dos dias antes de la
audiencia. Se hard cualquier esfuerzo razonable para satisfacer esas necesidades.

Si usted tiene cualquicr pregunta o preocupacion de cardcter general respecto al proyecto
propuesto o sobre la audiencia, por favor péngase en contacto con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del
Proyecto 1-69, al (936) 633-4469 o en Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov.

La revision medioambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por la Ley Medioambiental
Federal pertinente para este proyecto estén siendo, o han sido, cfectuadas por TXDOT conforme
223 US.C. 327 y el Memorandum of Understanding fechado 16 de diciembre, 2014, y
formalizado por FHWA y TxDOT.
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Texas
Department
of Transportation

For more information or if
you have questions, please
visit www.txdot.gov and
search:

US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland

Para mas informacion,
visite www.txdot.gov
palabra clave:

US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland

Tuesday, May 14, 2019
Martes, 14 de mayo de 2019

4 - 5:45pm Open House
(Exhibicion Publica)
6-7pm Public Hearing
(Audiencia Publica)

Shepherd High School
Cafeteria

1 Pirate Lane
Shepherd, TX 77371

YOU’'RE INVITED!

US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND
(FUTURE 1-69) PUBLIC HEARING

iEsta Invitado! Modernizacion del US 59 de
Shepherd hasta Cleveland (Proxima 1-69)
Audiencia Publica

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is hosting a public hearing
regarding the upgrade of US 59 (Future 1-69) to meet interstate standards
from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to the north end of the
Cleveland Relief Route in Liberty County. Come visit with staff one-on-one from
4 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. to ask questions regarding the project. Formal
presentation will begin at 6 p.m.

El Departamento de Transportacion de Texas (TxDOT) le invita a una
audiencia publica con respecto de modernizar US 59 (Future 1-69) para
satisfacer los estandares interestatales de FM 2914 al sur de Shepherd en
el Condado de San Jacinto hasta el extremo norte de la nuevo proyecto de
Cleveland en el Condado de Liberty. Podria comunicarse con el personal de
TxDOT y podra hacer preguntas entre 4 p.m.y 5:45 p.m. la presentacion
formal comenzara a las 6 p.m.

‘ ®
Texas
Department
of Transportation

1805 N. Timberland Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901

If you plan to attend the
public hearing and have
special communication or
accommodation needs,
please call Rhonda Oaks
at (936) 633-4395 no later
than May 10, 2019,

to request assistance.

Si planea asistir a la
audiencia publica y tiene
necesidades especiales de
comunicacion o
adaptacion, llame a
Rhonda Oaks al

(936) 633- 4395 no mas
tarde que el 10 de mayo
de 2019, para solicitar
asistencia.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland
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NEWS RELEASE

Texas LUFKIN DISTRICT
DQP&mf Rhonda Oaks
of Transportation

Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.gov

(936) 633-4395

PUBLIC HEARING SET FOR US 59 UPGRADE FROM SHEPHERD TO
CLEVELAND

Project will upgrade roadway to interstate standards

May 9, 2019

LUFKIN — TxDOT will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, May 14, in the Shepherd High School Cafeteria, 1 Pirates Lane,
Shepherd, TX, to present planned improvements on US 59 and receive public comments on the proposed project.

Schematics for the project will be available for review from 4-6 pm with the Public Hearing beginning at 6 pm. The purpose of this
hearing is to present the planned improvements and receive public comments on the proposed project. The US 59 Shepherd-
Cleveland upgrade will include constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto
County to just south of SL 573 in Cleveland in Liberty County, TX.

The proposed 6.62 mile project will upgrade this section of US 59 to interstate standards by constructing northbound and
southbound frontage roads each with two 12-foot lanes and reconstructing the main lanes of US 59 to include two 12-foot travel
lanes in each direction with a median barrier. The project will also call for controlled access to the freeway, meaning access to the
main lanes would be allowed only by entrance and exit ramps. The project also includes two overpasses with U-turns at Red Road
and just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty County line.

More information regarding the project can be found at www.txdot.gov using the keyword search “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland.”
Any general questions regarding the US 59 upgrade can be directed to Jennifer Adams, I-69 Project Manager at (936) 633-4469 or

at Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov.

For more information or for those who have special communication or accommodation needs,
contact Rhonda.Oaks@txdot.govor (936) 633-4395.

The Texas Department of Transportation is responsible for maintaining 80,000 miles of road and for supporting aviation, rail, and public transportation across the state. Through collaboration and
leadership, we deliver a safe, reliable, and integrated transportation system that enables the movement of people and goods. Find out more at txdot.gov. “Like” us on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter at Twitter.com/TxDOTLufkin.

Our Values: People « Accountability « Trust « Honesty
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Search TxDOT

y 4 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Driver Government Business Careers

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Texas Department of Transportation -~ Inside TxDOT - Projects - Projects & Studies ~ Lufkin District

This project is dedicated to improving safety and mobility along US 59 (Future 1-69) between Shepherd and
Cleveland.

TxDOT is proposing to upgrade existing US 59 by constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 near
Shepherd to the north end of the Cleveland Relief Route. The project would be designed to meet interstate
standards for possible future designation as I-69 and would:

e Enhance safety and improve mobility along US 59

e Provide a more efficient hurricane evacuation route

e Provide system connectivity to I-69 which is a 1,600 mile national highway connecting Michigan, Indiana,
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas. |-69 also provides access to inland ports
and sea ports along the gulf coast

An open house was held on Sept. 27, 2016, to gather local input on the proposed improvements to US 59. Over the
last two and a half years, TxDOT used findings from various reports and public feedback to refine the schematic and
complete environmental documentation.

On May 14, 2019, the Lufkin District will hold a public hearing at the Shepherd High School Cafeteria to present the
results of our work and receive public comments on the proposed project.

Next Steps

e The schematic and environmental study approvals are anticipated in summer 2019.

e TxDOT has begun right of way (ROW) mapping and received approval for early acquisition of right of way,
which provides the Lufkin Distict the ability to begin ROW acquisition prior to environmental clearance;
therefore, ROW acquisition is estimated to begin spring 2019.

e Construction funding was identified in the December 2017 revision of TXDOT’s Unified Transportation
Program (UTP). The construction start date has currently been set for spring 2023.

Get Involved

e Open House - Sept. 27, 2016
e Public Hearing - May 14, 2019

Downloads

e Sept. 27, 2016 - Meeting Summary Report
e Project Location Map

Contact Us
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Public Hearing - US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-

69)

Texas Department of Transportation ~ Inside TxDOT -~ Get Involved
About Public Hearings, Meetings and Notices - Hearings, Meetings and Notices Schedule

When:

Purpose:

Description:

Special

Shepherd High School Cafeteria (Map)
1 Pirate Lane
Shepherd, TX 77371

Tuesday, May 14, 2019
Open House: 4 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
Public Hearing: 6-7 p.m.

TxDOT is hosting a public hearing regarding the upgrade of US 59 (future 1-69) to
meet interstate standards from FM 2914 south of Shepherd in San Jacinto County to
the north end of the Cleveland Relief Route in Liberty County. An open house will be
held from 4 — 5:45 p.m. in a come and go format. During the open house, the public
is invited to view displays, maps, environmental documentation and discuss the
proposed project with staff. The Public Hearing will begin at 6 p.m., which includes a
presentation on the proposed project, environmental studies and right of way process.
Comments must be received on or before Wednesday, May 29, 2019, to be a part of
the official meeting record.

TxDOT held an open house meeting on September 27, 2016 to seek public input on a
conceptual layout. The Lufkin District then used public feedback to develop the
schematic and conduct environmental studies.

The proposed project would include the construction of frontage roads and
reconstruction of the US 59 main lanes to meet interstate standards for potential
future designation as 1-69. The project would also:

e Improve safety
e Enhance mobility along the US 59 corridor
e Provide a more efficient hurricane evacuation route

The construction funding was allocated in the December revision of the 2017 Unified
Transportation Program (UTP) with proposed construction to start in Spring 2023.

For additional information or if you have any questions, please visit US 59 Upgrade
Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69) project page.

The public meeting will be conducted in English. Persons who have special
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Accommodations:

Memorandum of
Understanding:

Downloads:

Contact:

Get Involved

communication or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact TxDOT’s Public
Information Offices at (713) 802-5076. Requests should be made at least five working
days prior to the public meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to
accommodate these needs.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

¢ Notice

¢ Notice (Espanol)

e Project Location

e Schematics

e Draft Environmental Assessment
¢ Right-of-Way Overview

e Relocation Booklet

TxDOT Public Information Officer
1805 N. Timberland Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901

(936) 634-4395
Email

Updated April 25, 2019

About Public Hearings, Meetings and Notices :

Page Options
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Social Media
Facebook / Twitter
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Twitter Post on 05/07/2019

!_;;_; T?(DOT Lufkin \—m .

D TxDOTLufkin

The Lufkin District will hold a Public Hearing
at 6 pm on Tuesday, May 14, at the Shepherd
High School Cafeteria in Shepherd TX to
review a proposed US 59

Shepherd/Cleveland upgrade. Find out more
information here: txdot.gov/inside-txdot/g ...

Twitter Post on 5/14/2019

s TxDOT Lufkin @TxDOTLufkin - May 14 v
Jizk.  The crowd is beginning to gather at Shepherd High School in Shepherd to get a
Y ook at the schematics on the US15§ Shepherd to Cleveland upgrade to interstate
standards. Public hearing begins at 6. Come and go format. Come join us!
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Facebook Post on 5/01/2019

4 Texas Department of Transportation added an event.
= Vay1at11:04AM-Q

TUE, MAY 14
Public Hearing - US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland

1 person interested

O
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YOU'RE INVITED! * ,1

Texas

epartment

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
Public Hearing Ip

Proposed Improvements:

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is hosting a public hearing regarding the
upgrade of US 59 (Future I-69) to meet interstate standards from FM 2914 south of Shepherd
in San Jacinto County to the north end of the Cleveland Relief Route in Liberty County.

This project would upgrade existing US 59 by
constructing frontage roads and overpasses
from FM 2914 near Shepherd to the north end
of the Cleveland Relief Route. The project would
be designed to meet interstate standards for
possible future designation as I-69 and would:

¢ Enhance safety and improve mobility
along US 59;

* Provide a more efficient hurricane
evacuation route; and

* Provide system connectivity to 1-69,
which is a 1,600 mile national highway
connecting Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Texas. I-69 also provides
access to inland ports and sea ports
along the gulf coast.

San Jacinto
County

Liberty
County

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 _
Open House: 4 — 5:45 p.m. X
Public Hearing: 6 - 7 p.m.

North
Cleveland

Shepherd High School Cafeteria
1 Pirate Lane
Shepherd, TX 77371

More Information:

For additional information or if you have any questions, please visit the TxXDOT website at
www.txdot.gov and enter “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland” in the search area or contact Jennifer Adams,
[-69 Project Manager, at (936) 633-4469. If you plan to attend the open house and have special
communication or accommodation needs, please call Rhonda Oaks, TxDOT Public Information Officer,
at (936) 633-4395.

Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable [ sremcrare

Driven by Texans
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USTED ESTA INVITADO! * ,1

Modernizacion del US 59 de Shepherd hasta Cleveland .
(Futuro 1-69) Audiencia Puablica Iepi‘,?,fwm

of Transportation

Propuesto de Mejoramiento:

El Departamento de Transporte de Texas (TxDOT) esta organizando una audiencia publica sobre la
actualizacion de la US 59 (Future 1-69) para cumplir con los estandares interestatales de FM 2914 al
sur de Shepherd en el Condado de San Jacinto al extremo norte de la Cleveland Relief Route en Liberty
Condado.

Este proyecto mejoraria la US 59 existente mediante
la construccion de carreteras de fachada y pasos Shepherd
elevados desde FM 2914 cerca de Shepherd hasta el
extremo norte de la Ruta de Ayuda de Cleveland. El
proyecto se disenaria para cumplir con los estandares
interestatales para una posible designacion futura
como I-69 y:

* Mejorar la seguridad y la movilidad a lo largo
de la US 59;

* Proporcionar una ruta de evacuaciéon de
huracanes mas eficiente; y

* Proporcionar conectividad del sistema al I-69,
que es una carretera nacional de 1,600 millas
gue conecta Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana y
Texas. La I-69 también proporciona acceso a
puertos interiores y puertos maritimos a lo
largo de la costa del golfo.

San Jacinto
County

Liberty
County

Martes, 14 de mayo de 2019
Exhibicion: 4 - 5:45 p.m.
Audiencia Publica: 6 - 7 p.m.

Cafeteria de la escuela Shepherd
High School
1 Pirate Lane
Shepherd, TX 77371

Para Mas Informacion:

Para mas informacion, visite el sitio de TxXDOT en www.txdot.gov palabra clave “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland”
o0 comuniquese con Jennifer Adams, Gerente del Proyecto del I-69 al Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov,

(936) 633-4469. Si planea asistir a la exhibicion plblica y tiene necesidades de comunicacion o
capacidades especiales, por favor llame a Rhonda Oaks, Oficial de Informacion Pulblica de TxDOT, al

(936) 633-4395.

La revision ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales

federales aplicables para este proyecto estan siendo o han sido, llevadas a cabo por [ rensrare §
TXDOT en virtud de 23 U.S.C. 327 y un Memorando de Entendimiento fechado el 16 @
de diciembre de 2014, y ejecutado por FHWA y TxDOT.

Driven by Texans
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Shepherd, TX Flyer Distribution List

Woodland Park Nursing and Rehabilitation — 101 Woodland Park Dr.
McClains Food Market — 5450 US-59, Shepherd, TX 77371

Chevron — 6280 US-59, Shepherd, TX 77371

Happy Days Diner — 6230 US-59, Shepherd, TX 77371

U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer — 6100 US-59, Shepherd, TX 77371
Harmony Baptist Church — 1002 FM 223 Rd., Shepherd, TX 77371
Family Dollar — 200 Church St., Shepherd, TX 77371

Good Shepherd Baptist Church — 300 Church St., Shepherd, TX 77371
Puppy Love Grooming — 910 N. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371

Nixon Adult Day Center —931 N. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371

Church of Christ — 51 Bell St., Shepherd, TX 77371

Shepherd Public Library — 30 Liberty St., Shepherd, TX 77371

El Tequito Mexican Restaurant — 1301 S. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371
Roberts Tire Shop — 1635 S. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371

Shepherd Pentecostal Church —911 N. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371
Shepherd South Apartments — 2050 S. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371
Shepherd Chamber of Commerce — 10251 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371
Shepherd United Pentecostal Church — 11121 TX — 150, Shepherd, TX 77371
Exxon — 10911 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371

Shepherd Auto Parts — 10950 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371

First Baptist Church - 10850 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371

Stop & Drive - 10750 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371

Shepherd United Methodist Church — 71 W. 3™ St., Shepherd, TX 77371
First Assembly of God Church — 10621 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371
Shepherd Community Center — 10251 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371
Shepherd Family Worship Center — 10151 TX-150, Shepherd, TX 77371
The Community & Children’s Impact Center — 1020 N. Byrd Ave., Shepherd, TX 77371
Jacobs Gas Station - 12660 US-59, Shepherd, TX 77371

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-35
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Cleveland, TX Flyer Distribution List

Operation Refuge Pantry - 1625 N Blair Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327
Cleveland Animal Hospital - 1205 N Washington Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327
Liberty Church - 200 FM 2025, Cleveland, TX 77328

Loves Travel Stop - 107 FM 2025, Cleveland, TX 77328

O’ Reilly Auto Parts - 909 N Washington Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327
Mobile Vapor - 3654, 400 Belcher St #1, Cleveland, TX 77327

McCoys Building Supplies - 1000 Frontage St South, Cleveland, TX 77327
Brookshire Brothers - 603 E Houston St, Cleveland, TX 77327

Austin Memorial Library - 220 S Bonham Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327

Cruz Tire Services - 315 S Washington Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327
Cleveland Civic Center - 210 Peach Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327

AutoZone Auto Parts - 1217 E Houston St, Cleveland, TX 77327

Sears Hometown Store - 638 E Houston St, Cleveland, TX 77327

Murphy USA - 838 S Washington Ave, Cleveland, TX 77327

Hartz Chicken Buffet - 417 TX-105, Cleveland, TX 77327

China One Super Buffet - 421 W Southline St, Cleveland, TX 77327
Stripes - 1201 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

Cleveland Post Office - 1213 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

NAPA - 1016 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

Cleveland ANEX - 304 Campbell, Cleveland, TX 77327

Casa Del Pueblo - 706 N Washington, Cleveland, TX 77327

El Burrito - 422 W Southline, Cleveland, TX 77327

Family Dollar - 806 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

Walgreens - 101 S Washington, Cleveland, TX 77327

CVS - 108 N Washington, Cleveland, TX 77327

Cleveland City Hall - 907 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

CBS Furniture - 502 N Washington, Cleveland, TX 77327

A Plus Credit Repair - 116 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

Debra Does My Nails and Hair Salon -124 E Houston, Cleveland, TX 77327

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-36
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Electronic Changeable
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US 59 Shepherd/Cleveland
May 14, 2019 Public Hearing
Electronic Changeable Message Signs

Southb

il

ound US 59 (3)

Sl IR

Southbound US 59 (1)

Southbound US 59 (2)

There were two changeable message signs displayed for this meeting, one facing southbound US 59, the other northbound US 59. The signs read: US59/169
SHPRD TO CLEVELND / MAY 14 TH 4-7 PM SHPRD HS.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland C-38 5/14/19 Public Hearing
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US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE I-69) PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, May 14, 2019
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Affiliation : How did you hear about the Public
Name Mailing Address y
(jf any) Heal‘lng?
A s ol 4 __Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
', A, __ Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
\ ';__ 3 _ __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __ Other
P __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __Community Flyer
~7 1 > __Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
/ 4 AL A O = A o \ : ; ; ;
A Z"" e L 4y ) __Social Media ___ Road-side Sign __ Other
7 ) o __Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
—r i __Online __lLetter/Notice  __ Postcard
Lf‘L,{/ ‘-fjp {_)4\}, &5 NJ __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
. G2 20N NoNA _ Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
R S 1 1-Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
VT EK CHLKYALA (‘Q.‘.-r;:_'_,\. Wi Seav »1:-(.{k __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
S __Online v~ Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
W £ VO __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __ Other
7 __Newspaper __ Friend/Family ___ Community Flyer
/;’ b, . __Online __Letter/Notice ><_Postcard
/ 7% g, __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
& 3 2T T 17 ] . - ;
; \ ‘3 Clev el w~« __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
, ) . i /| | Online Letter/Notice Postcard
\ - f f l k LA | SR 2 . — . . — .
LV \ &y \ A N LEL LAY Vet Ty _Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other &
=i IIN]TE / __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
~ g __Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
—.- '_/"_f__’_ /i.’;"___(, /!./..: /',._' ? ¥ won / ’f . ___Social Media __Road-side Sign __Other
. / 7 /.{:” - f __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
E—— ) o Yy e __Online __ Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
e “-.x'/ ( ”’z// Z/ ;‘{ 4 __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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Ie;:’;f;enr US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE 1-69) PUBLIC HEARING
of Transportation Tuesday, May 14, 2019 e e
Affiliation How did you hear about the Public
Name Mailing Address y
(if any) Hearing?
__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
__Online __ Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
__Social Media ___ Road-side Sign __Other
Ve , __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
!\ L. ] __Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
- I\ N AL __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
__Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
= 3 P fani 295 __Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
— E __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
WAV E S e TerN __Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
L P __Online __Letter/Notice  ___ Postcard
h/ ,_{‘(: ndA > WeoTewn __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
L O KK — __Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
== TN\ CCv(l __Online \._: Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
__Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
f (> ™\ __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
S € __Online __ lLetter/Notice  __ Postcard
__Social Media _. Road-side Sign __Other
__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
T— hline __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
Dew) N ﬂ/;/ Aal _ Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
o __Newspaper __Friend/Family L~"Community Flyer
Z f __Online __lLetter/Notice  __ Postcard
/-. o £y [ AN € __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __ Other
_; ¥ 1! el S 1. 5
/ y __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
[ / B g __Online -Aetter/Notice  ___ Postcard
f«ﬁ VIA s, O ML __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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Affiliation < How did you hear about the Public
Name : Mailing Address y
(if any) Hearing?
__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
TR X __Online __Letter/Notice " Postcard
= ' __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
. 1 N e~Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
L " T Y ___Online __letter/Notice  __ Postcard
J0AY W onin ~ Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
? __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
/J//! . __Online _.Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
70X [ iy __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
- ___Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
AT, 1\ ’P . __Online __Letter/Notice __ Postcard
\ \(‘ AT C LS 1”{,{3';, A __Social Media __Road-side Sign __Other
) / a _ Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
\ l\ ‘ j ) __Online __ Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
g N~ J __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
/ O __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
/. S———- __Online __lLetter/Notice  ___ Postcard
j/é/ fé i /';_.;j’,’:f;?‘f.f ’\ v__ Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Gther
# +-3 r T . 2 . .
7, N P S5 Z e / s __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
G 2y 2 R __Online __Letter/Naotice” __ Postcard
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ke __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Fiyer
__Online __Letter/Notice . __ Posteard
Y J 1 ; __Social Media ___Road-side Sign. __ Other _
‘ i o = __Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
i __Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
r __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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) . __Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
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\ O 1Ay, }f’ Z ! LI e S J __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
o g e __Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
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__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
N : _ /Online __Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
INQ X ¢ kf E % Q_--_:‘.\_:- __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __ Other
__Newspaper __ Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
Ny _ __Online ~Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
HED 6 WL ¢ __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
__Newspaper __Friend/Family __ Community Flyer
= = __Online __Letter/Notice __ Postcard
\e : S __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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A T K y ___Online __ Letter/Notice  __ Postcard
5\/ i~ 7/' __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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2 __Online __Letter/Notice __ Postcard
| = c.. / Joel (4 / __Social Media __ Road-side Sign __Other
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4012 Red Oak Drive
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MS. MORRIS: Okay. We are going to get
started. Good evening everyone. My name is Kelly Morris.
I'm the Director of Transportation, Planning, and
Development for the Texas Department of Transportation for
the Lufkin District.

Before we begin tonight's presentation, I would
please ask everyone to silence their cell phones and
electronic devices.

In the case of an emergency, the exits are
located at the doors that you came through, which are to my
left and your right. And also in the event of the bad
weather or tornado, we can shelter in place in this room.
And, finally, the restrooms are located just outside the
doors in the hallway the left.

Today is Tuesday, May 14th, 2019. The time is
6:02 p.m. We will now open the public hearing. And, on
behalf of the Texas Department of Transportation, I'd like
to thank you for your interest and participation in the
public hearing. We would also like to thank the Shepherd
High School for the use of their facility.

As you entered tonight, you were asked to
register at our sign-in table. If you have not already done
so, please register before you leave tonight so we have a
record of your participation at this the public hearing.

If you are interested in speaking during the
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formal comment period and you have not filled out a speaker
registration card, please raise your hand and one of our
staff will provide one to you.

I would also like to welcome and recognize the
elected officials who are in attendance tonight. We us we
have David Brandon. He is a San Jacinto County
Commissioner. With Mr. Ernest Bailes' office, our state
representative, he has his -- where is she at? Has she
already gone? I think he had someone from his office that
was her to represent his office. And Mr. Donnie Morris, San
Jacinto County Commissioner, and Greg Arthur, Liberty County
Commissioner.

And are there any other elected officials
present today? Please raise your hand to be recognized.

FEach of you will be given an opportunity to
speak prior to the public comment period, if you wish to do
So.

Okay. Prior to December 16th, 2014 the Federal
Highway Administration reviewed and approved documents
prepared by the National Environmental Policy Act, know as
NEPA. However, on December 1l6th, 2014 TxDOT assumed
responsibility from FHWA to review and approve certain
assigned NEPA environmental document.

The notices of the public hearing were

advertised by the method noted on this slide.
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The purpose of the public hearing is to present
the proposed construction of the upgrade of US 59 from
Shepherd to Cleveland, the preliminary findings of the
environmental technical report, and to receive your comment
on the proposed project.

The public comment session will begin following
the presentation. Because of the guidelines for public
hearings and the public comment period, we cannot respond to
comments or questions during the provided comment period.

We appreciate your understanding this. And we will be
available afterwards to answer any questions that you may
have.

The official public hearing will adjourn after
all verbal comments have been herd.

Now, I'd like to introduce Tina Brown, the
Project Engineering Coordinator, who will discuss the
engineering of the proposed project.

MS. BROWN: Thank you, Kelly. The project
limits from FM 2914 to .65 miles south of State Loop 573, a
distance of approximately 6.62 miles.

US 59, within the project area, does not meet
current interstate design standards. It is not an access
controlled highway, meaning that crossroads and driveways
may intersect the main lanes and there are crossovers in the

median. Meanwhile, traffic in the area is projected to
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increase by approximately 54 percent from 2016 to 2043.

The US 59 project is expected to provide a
beneficial improvement. However, the purpose of the
proposed project is to bring US 59, between Shepherd and
Cleveland, up to current interstate and environmental
standards by making it a controlled access roadway within
the project limits.

The project purpose will not only provide
system connectivity for future I 69, but also enhance
safety, increase mobility, and provide a more efficient
hurricane evacuation route.

The proposed project being presented tonight
was designed to meet interstate standards for possible
future designation as I 69. It will provide a controlled
access freeway section, two-lane northbound and southbound
US 59 main lanes with a center barrier, and two-lane
northbound and southbound frontage roads.

It will also include the construction of two
overpasses with U turns, one at Red Road and one just south
of the San Jacinto-Liberty County line. Sidewalks along the
southbound frontage road in the Cleveland area and safety
railing at entrance and exit ramps.

The proposed right-of-way varies from 321 feet
along the proposed main-lane section to 544 feet maximum at

the tie-in near State Loop 573. Typical right-of-way is 421
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feet. Approximately 120 acres of right-of-way would be
acquired from 38 parcels. Current construction cost
estimated at 116 million.

This depiction provides more details on the
typical features of the proposed project. The US 59 upgrade
project would consist of four 12-foot wide main lanes, two
in each direction with a center barrier, ten-foot inside
shoulders, and 12-foot outside shoulders. Northbound and
southbound frontage roads that consist of two 12-foot lanes,
four-foot inside shoulders and eight-foot outside shoulders
that could accommodate bicycles, and six-foot sidewalks to
be provided along the southbound frontage roads in the
Cleveland area.

Open draining ditches will be used to convey
farm water run off, and we propose to construct a new wide
drainage ditch between the southbound frontage road and the
proposed right-of-way to insure any additional runoff is
maintained within the TxDOT right-of-way.

As mentioned earlier, the proposed right-of-way
will vary from 321 feet to a maximum of 544 feet at the
tie-in near State Loop 573. Safety lighting has been
planned at ramp locations.

This completes the engineering and design
portion of the presentation. I would like to now introduce

Alex Amponsan that will present the findings of the
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environmental study.

MR. AMPONSAN: Thank you, Tina. Technical
reports and environmental documents prepared for the US 59
project comply with TxDOT environmental review rules and the
National Environmental Policy Act. They are available
tonight for your review.

As part of the environmental review process,
natural, cultural, and social resources are evaluated for
potential impact as a result of the proposed project.

In the following slides I will highlight and
discuss the resources that were determined to have potential
impact resulting from the proposed project and requiring
further examination.

Community impact. It is anticipated that there
will be a five single-family residences displaced. The
displacements are spread throughout the project area. There
are 11 businesses that will be impacted or displaced by the
proposed project. Some of the businesses indicated they
will be relocating, either to a new location or continue
operating, after reconstructing, on the remaining property.

Converting the existing roadway to a controlled
access freeway would change access and travel patterns.
Currently a vehicle can turn directly onto US 59 from
intersecting driveways or off of side roads.

The proposed project would require vehicles to
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utilize frontage roads and exit-entrance ramps to access US
59 and adjacent properties. These changes in access and
travel patterns are anticipated to add approximately five
minutes to travel time.

Existing and predicted traffic noise levels
were modeled for receiver locations. The traffic noise
models indicate that the proposed project would result in
traffic noise impact at three receiver locations.

Noise abatement measures, such as traffic
management, alteration of horizontal and/or vertical
alignment, buffer zones, and traffic noise barriers were
considered. None of the measures considered would meet the
criteria to both feasible and reasonable. Therefore, no
noise abatement measures are proposed for the project. A
copy of the traffic analysis, including traffic noise
contours, will be provided to local officials.

Vegetation and wildlife. The proposed project
would have no affect on threatened or endangered species.

Vegetation would be disturbed by the
construction within the proposed right-of-way. TxDOT will
minimize that impact to the indigent vegetation to the
extent practicable.

TxDOT agrees with the Texas Parks and Wildlife
to implement best management practices to further minimize

the impact on the vegetation and wildlife in the project
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area. These best management practices include avoidance
areas, contractor training, erosion and sediment control,
along with reseeding and re vegetating the disturbed areas
according to TxDOT standards.

Waters of the US. Forty-eight water features,
including streams, wetlands, and ponds were identified
within the proposed project right-of-way. All of these
features are considered potential jurisdictional waters of
the US. It is anticipated the project would require a
Section 404 permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Archeological resources. TxDOT performed a
desktop phase study of available background information,
which indicated that further field investigation is
warranted. Due to the level of disturbance associated with
the survey activity, TxDOT is committed to do conduct a
required archeological survey when ownership of the property
is obtained by the State. No construction may occur until
the archeological survey has been completed.

Section 106 tribal coordination was initiated
on May 14, 2018, with Federally recognized tribes with an
interest in the proposed project areas. No issues or
objections were received.

Historical property. TxDOT historians
determined there are no effected historical none

archeological properties in the project area and project
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activities have no potential for adverse effect. Individual
project coordination with the State historic preservation
officer is not required.

Hazardous material. An initial cite assessment
identifies four locations that will require follow-up
assessment. These follow-up assessments will be performed
after TxDOT has purchased the property prior to
construction.

This completes the environmental portion of the
presentation. I would now like to introduce Jody Watkins,
who will discuss the right-of-way acquisition and relocation
process.

MS. WATKINS: Thank you, Alex.

The Texas Department of Transportation will be
responsible for acquiring the necessary right-of-way for
this project.

Once an approved right-of-way is produced,
State certified appraisers will be hired to appraise the
individual parcels. During the appraisal process, each
landowner will be mailed a letter identifying the appraiser.
Once a copy of the -- I'm sorry. Also a copy of the
landowner bill of rights will be sent, certified mail, to
all affected property owners.

The appraiser will contact the landowner and

set up an appointment to inspect the property. It is highly

Harris Court Reporting Service (936) 569-7125
4012 Red Oak Drive
Nacogdoches, Texas 75964

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69) E-10 5/14/19 Public Hearing




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

recommended the landowners meet with the appraiser. This
will allow the landowner to point out sprinkler systems,
septic systems, as well as other property improvements. The
landowner can also provide the appraiser information
regarding tenants or lienholders.

Once appraisals are completed, the TxDOT
representative will make an appointment to meet with the
landowner to present a copy of the appraisal and a written
offer for the for the property.

If you are displaced or have personal property
that is displaced by the project, you will be notified of
your eligibility for relocation assistance. Relocation
eligibility begins upon the delivery of the original written
offer to purchase right-of-way, and no person lawfully on
the property will be required to move from their home, farm,
or business without at least 90-days notice.

Please make sure you pickup the brochure that
will say purchase of right-of-way. It give you more
information about the process we go through to acquire
property. They are located at the table as you leave.

This concludes the right-of-way portion of the
public hearing. At this time I would like to hand the
hearing back offer to Kelly.

MS. MORRIS: Thank you, Jodi.

Before we move to the public comments section,
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I would like to discuss the protect development schedule.
The environmental documentation schematics are available for
public review here and on the public hearing website. 1In
addition, should you wish to obtain a copy for your personal
use, paper copies may be purchased for the cost of
reproduction.

The public comment period for the public
hearing ends on May 29th, 2019. All comments received will
be compiled and considered in the finalization of the
environmental documentation and schematic design.

A summary of today's proceedings, along with
responses to comments received, will be posted on the
project web page once completed.

The TxDOT anticipates approval of the the
environmental documentation in the summer of 2019. The
Lufkin District has also obtained approval to begin the
early acquisition process, which allows for the purchase.

Of right-of-way prior to environmental clearance. No
right-of-way has been acquired through the early acquisition
process to date.

The early acquisition process would provide the
Lufkin District the tool to keep project development on
track, should environmental clearance take longer than
anticipated. The over-all right-of-way process, including

mapping, appraisal, acquisition, relocation, and demolition,
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is anticipated to take approximately two years and be
complete in the summer of 2021.

TxDOT will begin detailed engineering plans
this summer, which will provide the initial information
needed to obtain necessary environmental permitting and to
relocate utilities. These activities are anticipated to be
completed in early 2023.

Construction funding has been allocated and the
proposed project is tentatively scheduled in the spring of
2023. TxDOT anticipates construction to be complete in the
spring of 2027.

At this time I we will move to the public
comment portion of the hearing. There are several ways to
comment on the proposed project.

You can provided a verbal comment during the
public comment session this hearing. You will need to fill
out a speaker registration card first. If you need one,
please just raise your hand and a staff member will hand one
to you. Once you have filled out the card, hand the card to
the staff member or raise your hand and we will pick them
up.

When we call your name, please proceed to the
microphone and clearly state your name and who you may
represent, then speak your comment. Please limit your

speaking time to three minutes so that everybody who wishes
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to speak may have an opportunity to do so.

As I mentioned earlier, because of the
guidelines for public hearings and public comment periods,
we cannot respond to comments and/or questions during the
comment period. We appreciate your understanding in this.
And we will be here after the meeting to answer any
questions you may have.

If you do not wish to speak tonight, you may
submit your comments in writing. There are comment forms
provided for written comments available tonight at the
sign-in table. We have provided comment boxes, if you
choose to leave your completed form tonight. Or your
comments may also be mailed or sent electronically to the
address shown on the slide and provided to you in the
handouts.

Written comments must be e mailed or postmarked
by Wednesday, May 29th, 2019. Both written and verbal
comments will be considered equally.

First I would like to begin the public comment
session by introducing any elected officials who wish to
comment. Do we have any elected officials that would like

to comment tonight?
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OTIS COHN

Do I come up here?

MS. MORRIS: Right here.

MR. COHEN: I'm Otis Cohen. I'm the mayor of
Cleveland. And I just a couple of, I guess, questions.
When the design was presented earlier, you talked about
two-lane feeder roads on either side; is that not correct?

MS. MORRIS: Yes, sir.

MR. COHEN: And are those going to be two lanes
one way or lanes going both ways?

MS. MORRIS: The lanes are two lanes in each
direction. And I'm sorry that I cannot answer questions
during the comment period. I would be happy to talk to you
as soon as the hearing gets wrapped up.

MR. COHEN: All right. I think this is going
to a big boon to both Cleveland and Shepherd. And it's
going to get us closer to the development that's coming up
59 already. And I want to thank you-all for moving this
into high gear.

MS. MORRIS: Thank you, sir.

MR. COHEN: Thank you.

15
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MS. MORRIS: Do we have any other elected
officials who would to speak?

Now I'd like to provide an opportunity for
those who registered to speak on the proposed project.
Again, you will have three minutes to make your comments.
When I announce your name, please come to the microphone and
clearly state your name and who you may represent. A timer
is located on the screen which will indicate the beginning
of your three minutes. After three minutes, you will be
asked to be seated so the next speaker can make his or her
comment. Unused time may not be given to another speaker.
If you have additional comments, please complete the written
comments form provided to you.

And now I like to call on any speakers that
have filled out the wverbal comment registration card in the
order that they signed up.

Would anyone who has not filled out the card
like to speak? Okay.

And now I would like to conclude the public
hearing. It is 6:25 p.m. I hope that everyone has safe

travel heading out.
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
THE STATE OF TEXAS )
COUNTY OF NACOGDOCHES )

I, Gary Harris, CSR, for the State of Texas, do hereby
certify that the above and foregoing contains a true and
correct transcription of all portions of proceedings
requested in writing to be included in this volume of the

Reporter's Record, and were reported by me.

WITNESS MY OFFICIAL HAND this the 20th day of May, 2019.

//Gary Harris//
Gary Harris, Texas CSR 1181
Expiration Date: 10-31-2022
Harris Court Reporting Service
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Comments Received at Open House
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future |-69)

Shepherd High School Cafeteria
May 14, 2019

(optional contactinformation)

: it
NAME: 2241/ = Al IA

v [ T : -~ [ e

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): check each of the following boxes that apply to you:

Q1am employed by TxDOT.

-0 1 do business with TxDOT.
U 1 could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which | am commenting.

~S§V" Jd&ﬂ/’ﬁ) [ﬁ IA.‘ELBM/[ Y2l -
éW‘— Celain L Wﬂ‘ﬂ%ﬁa/ 7540 dns 7 d? LG pe

[SSucs o 4 S, 18 —X/WW %[Z (KM j

Comments will be accepted until May 29, 2019.

Mail to: TxDOT Lufkin District e
1805 North Timberiand Drive *
Lufkin, Texas 75901 -
Attn: Jennifer Adams e

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuantto 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding

dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Subject: RE: I-69 (Hwy 59) Corridor
jim_carson@sbcglobal.net || NG Tue, May 28, 2:30 PM

to Jim Carson =

The 2025-US 59 overpass congestion creates a severe safety hazard during peak hours of the day. The northbound exit
occasionally backs up onto the highway during peak evening hours. Although it is included in the HGAC RTP2045. plan
adding it to TxDOT’s upcoming I-69 Expansion Project could improve this major bottleneck and possibly save lives.

Thank Your

Jim Carson
VP & Chief Operating Officer
Greater Cleveland Chamber of Commerce.

From: Jim Carson [

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 3:37 PM

To: I

Subject: 1-69 (Hwy 59) Corridor
Importance: High

TxDOT is bringing the I-69 North Expansion Project into the final draft stages. This project is scheduled to start in
2023 and will span from the north end of Cleveland into San Jacinto County. Details of the project can be found
on the Project’'s Website (https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies/lufkin/us59-shepherd-
cleveland.html).

The window for Public Contacts will close on 5/28/2019. We are encouraging local businesses to submit a
comment regarding this expansion project and any ideas you would like to be considered. You can send your
comment directly to the Chamber by email (by 5/28) and we will compile all of the comments and send them to
our local TxDOT Representative. All comments will be reviewed and replied to by TxDOT.

Please feel free to contact the Chamber if you have any questions.
Thanks,

Jim Carson
Greater Cleveland Chamber of Commerce

This email was sent on behalf of Greater Cleveland Chamber of Commerce by GrowthZone, 24400 Smiley RD Ste. 4, Nisswa, MN 56468.To
unsubscribe click here. If you have questions or comments concerning this email or GrowthZone services in general, please contact us by email at
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https://support.google.com/mail/answer/30719?hl=en#attached_messages
http://business.clevelandtxchamber.com/communication/subscribe?id=ioVaWMqu5TW7M3KtGzNSuin12WfqNKsuD75BTs695EgmQsFQfYz2Q2h8fZ8uJ9V3JMOOGtCW%2BZG8ENkHspheiYYIAO%2F3np8R3ya6XZxgWUylC%2FFz0VAvO9xGLq9c1kvm

to Jennifer Adams, Kelly Morris

Name: . Dean Crocke: [

Address:

Phone:

Requested Contact Method: Email

Reason for Contact: Customer Service
Complaint: No

Comment: Project ID: 017703099

Include an overpass and flyover between Cleveland and the San Jacinto
County line. The Union Pacific rail line runs to the East of I-69,

cutting off access to land North of Cleveland. This land is slated by the
City of Cleveland as an industrial park, and access is key to this
economic growth for the area.

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

Tue, May 28, 1:42 PM (6 days ago)

5/14/19 Public Hearing


https://support.google.com/mail/answer/30719?hl=en#attached_messages

Subject: Re: 1-69 (Hwy 59) Corridor
Timothy Magee I Tue, May 28, 1:38 PM

(o Jim Carson ~

In conjunction with the 169 North Expansion Project, | would like to see TXDOT consider replacing the 2025
overpass/intersection. This intersection is included in HGAC’s RTP2045 plan. The overpass is a daily traffic issue, it is
already in the plans to be replaced, please consider including it in the 169 North Project.

Thank You
Timothy Magee

Lead Pastor
Cornerstone Church
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https://support.google.com/mail/answer/30719?hl=en#attached_messages

to Jennifer Adams, Kelly Morris

Name: . RobertPenringto [

Address:

Phone:

Requested Contact Method: Email

Reason for Contact: Customer Service
Complaint: No

Comment: Include an overpass & flyover in the North end of Cleveland,
South of the San Jacinto County Line providing access over Union Pacific
RR. This access corresponds with the City of Cleveland Comprehensive
plan. The area will provide access for truck traffic from an industrial

development complex in the Northeast quadrant of the UP and BNSF lines.
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Tue, May 28, 11:45 AM (6 days ago)
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Verbal Comments
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OTIS COHN

Do I come up here?

MS. MORRIS: Right here.

MR. COHEN: I'm Otis Cohen. I'm the mayor of
Cleveland. And I just a couple of, I guess, questions.
When the design was presented earlier, you talked about
two-lane feeder roads on either side; is that not correct?

MS. MORRIS: Yes, sir.

MR. COHEN: And are those going to be two lanes
one way or lanes going both ways?

MS. MORRIS: The lanes are two lanes in each
direction. And I'm sorry that I cannot answer questions
during the comment period. I would be happy to talk to you
as soon as the hearing gets wrapped up.

MR. COHEN: All right. I think this is going
to a big boon to both Cleveland and Shepherd. And it's
going to get us closer to the development that's coming up
59 already. And I want to thank you-all for moving this
into high gear.

MS. MORRIS: Thank you, sir.

MR. COHEN: Thank you.

15
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WELCOME

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

PUBLIC HEARING

Tuesday, May 14, 2019

= Review the proposed improvements

Why am I here? = Provide comments and feedback

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been,
carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Project Purpose and Need

What are we trying to do?

= Upgrade US 59 to meet interstate standards to provide
system connectivity to |1-69

= Enhance safety and improve mobility

= Provide more efficient hurricane evacuation

What problems are we trying to address?
= Existing US 59 does not meet interstate standards

= Traffic congestion
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Project Background

= Federal legislation has authorized the development of the
I-69 system in Texas along specified U.S. routes, including
US 59

= Using the I-69 Implementation Strategy Report, the Lufkin
and Beaumont Districts are coordinating and managing the
development of I-69 in San Jacinto and Liberty Counties

= The proposed project was identified as the next project in
San Jacinto and Liberty Counties to develop due to its
proximity to an existing interstate

= Construction funding was identified in the December 2017
revision of TxDOT’s Unified Transportation Program (UTP)
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Proposed Improvements

Construction of new US 59 northbound and southbound
main lanes and southbound frontage road — access to the
main lanes will be allowed via entrance and exit ramps

= Reconstruction of existing northbound US 59 travel lanes
to become northbound frontage road

= Construction of overpasses with U-turns at Red Road and
just south of San Jacinto/Liberty County Line

= Safety lighting would be included on entrance and
exit ramps
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Proposed Typical Section

PROPOSED ROW (321" - 544")

200" USUAL EXISTING ROW
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® Four 12-foot wide main lanes (two in each direction) with center barrier, 10-foot wide
inside shoulders and 12-foot wide outside shoulders

®= Northbound and southbound frontage roads with two 12-foot wide lanes, 4-foot
inside shoulder, 8-foot outside shoulder

® Proposed right-of-way (ROW) width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet
= Typical ROW width is 421 feet

= Sidewalk and curb provided along southbound frontage road from Performance
Truck to Fern Road

Driven by Texans
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Next Steps and Timelines

= Schematic and environmental documentation approval is
anticipated in summer 2019

= TXDOT is working to complete the ROW map and parcel
descriptions, so the ROW acquisition process can begin in
summer 2019

= ROW acquisitions, relocations and demolition is anticipated
to take approximately 3 years to complete. Once ROW has
been cleared, utility adjustments would begin and are
expected to be complete in winter 2022

= Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin in 2023 and
is anticipated to be complete in 2027
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How Can | Stay Informed?

= Visit our websites:
= www.txdot.gov
and enter “US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland” in the search area

= http://www.dot.state.tx.us/drivenbytexans/lufkin.htm

= Contact the TXDOT Lufkin District Office with any questions at
(936) 633-4469

= District Newsletter:
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/district/lufkin/newsletter.html

= Comment deadline: May 29, 2019.
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Schematics
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Schematic Sheet 1 of 5

100% SUBMITTAL

SHEET 1 OF 5

MATCHLINE STA 598+50

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)

5/14/19 Public Hearing

100% SUBMITTAL



100% SUBMITTAL

SHEET 2 OF 5

Schematic Sheet 2 of 5

MATCHLINE STA 598+50

MATCHLINE STA 678+50
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100% SUBMITTAL

SHEET 3 OF 5

Schematic Sheet 3 of 5

MATCHLINE STA 67550
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100% SUBMITTAL

SHEET 4 OF 5

Schematic Sheet 4 of 5

MATCHLINE STA 758+50
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Schematic Sheet 5 of 5

100% SUBMITTAL

SHEET 5 OF 5

100% SUBMITTAL
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Presentation
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PUBLIC HEARING
US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland
(Future 1-69)
From FM 2914
to 0.65 miles south of SL 573

San Jacinto/Liberty Counties = iggom. =
1

Introductions

Elected Officials
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The environmental review, consultation, and
other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or
have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23
U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding
dated December 16, 2014, and executed by
FHWA and TxDOT.

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Public Hearing Notice Advertisement

* TxDOT Website - Online Notice: April 25, 2019

http://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-
meetings/lufkin/051419.html

* Cleveland Advocate and La Lengua: April 24, 2019
* San Jacinto News: April 25, 2019

* El Perico: April 28, 2019

* Letters (adjacent properties) - April 29, 2019

* Twitter - May 8, 2019

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)
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Agenda for Tonight’s Public Hearing

Exhibit Viewing and Registration

Public Hearing Presentation

Public Comment Session

Adjourn Public Hearing

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
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Project Need and Purpose

Project Need

Existing US 59 within the project area does not meet criteria for an Interstate.
The criteria includes:

* Controlled access - access to main lanes only allowed via ramps

* Roadway Geometrics - horizontal curvature and grades to meet 70mph
design speed

¢ Main lane shoulders - minimum 4-foot inside shoulder and 10-foot
outside width

* 30-foot horizontal clear zone requirements

Project Purpose

Bring US 59 between Shepherd and Cleveland up to current interstate design
standards providing system connectivity, enhanced safety, increased mobility
and a more efficient hurricane evacuation route.

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Proposed Project Overview

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland Project

* Major Design Features

e Controlled access section with two-lane northbound and southbound
frontage roads and two-lane northbound and southbound US 59
main lanes with center barrier

e Overpasses with u-turns at Red Road and just south of the San
Jacinto and Liberty County Line

* Sidewalks along the southbound frontage road in the Cleveland area
and safety lighting on entrance and exit ramps

e Anticipated Right of Way
*  Proposed right-of-way (ROW) width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet
e Approximately 120 acres from 38 parcels

e Construction cost is estimated at $116 million

" US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)
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Proposed Typical Section

RAILROAD
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SB FRONTAGE ROAD SB MAINLANES NB MAINLANES NB FRONTAGE ROAD

* Four 12-foot wide main lanes (two in each direction) with center barrier,
10-foot wide inside shoulders and 12-foot wide outside shoulders

* Northbound and southbound frontage roads with two 12-foot wide lanes,
4-foot inside shoulders and 8-foot outside shoulders

* 6-foot wide sidewalks would be provided along the southbound frontage
road in the Cleveland area

*  Proposed right-of-way width varies from 321 feet to 544 feet

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
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* Land Use  Waters of the U.S.
* Farmlands * Threatened and

« Community Impacts Endangered Species

- Pedestrian and Bicycle Archeological Resources

«  Air Quality  Historical Non-
Archeological Properties

» Section 4(f)/6(f)
Properties

* Noise

*  Water Quality

* Vegetation and Wildlife « Hazardous Materials
* Floodplains .

Indirect and Cumulative
Effects
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Environmental Considerations

e Community Impacts

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Environmental Considerations

* Noise

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)
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Environmental Considerations

* Vegetation and
Wildlife

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69) 13
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Environmental Considerations

» Waters of the U.S.
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Environmental Considerations

* Archeological
Resources

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Environmental Considerations

» Historical Properties

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)
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Environmental Considerations

* Hazardous Materials

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Right of Way Acquisition and Relocation

Handouts for Right of Way Acquisition and
Relocation:

» State Purchase of Right of Way - information about the right
of way acquisition process

* Relocation Assistance - information about the relocation
assistance program for residences, tenants, businesses and
personal property relocations

* Landowner’s Bill of Rights - information prepared by the
Office of the Attorney General explaining a property owner’s
rights in the State of Texas

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)
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Project Development Schedule*

e May 2019 - July 2019: Compile and consider public input from
tonight’s hearing and the public comment period and finalize
schematic and environmental documentation.

e Spring 2019 - Summer 2021: Complete right of way (ROW) map
and parcel descriptions; obtain ROW appraisals; acquire ROW and
conduct relocations; and demolish acquired structures.

e Summer 2019 - Early 2023: Prepare detailed engineering plans,
relocate utilities and obtain necessary environmental permits.

e Spring 2023 - Spring 2027: Take bids on the proposed project and
begin construction. Construction is anticipated to take
approximately 4 years.

*Subject to change.

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Public Hearing Comments

All comments must be submitted by May 29, 2019
Comments may be provided tonight at this Public Hearing, by mail, or by email.

1. Provide verbal comments during formal comment period:

*  Fill out a speaker registration card or raise your hand if you need one

* Once you've completed a speaker registration card - hand to a staff member or raise your
hand if you need assistance

*  When your name is called, proceed to the microphone to speak your comment or raise your
hand if you need assistance

* Please speak your name clearly for the court reporter

* Comments will be limited to 3 minutes

2. Leave written comment forms in comment boxes or give to TxDOT staff tonight

3. Mail written comments to:
TxDOT Lufkin District
Attn: Jennifer H. Adams
1805 N. Timberland Dr.
Lufkin, Texas 75901

4. Submit electronic comments online using the email link at:
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about/hearings-meetings/lufkin/051419.html

15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69)
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15" " US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)

Elected Officials Comment Session

y 4 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Public Comment Session

* Submit a Speaker Registration
Card

* Limit your comments to 3

minutes f

* Use microphone and face court
reporter

» State your name and whom you
represent (if applicable)

* Unused time may not be given to
another speaker

l US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
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Handouts
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US 59 UPGRADE

SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE 1-69)
SAN JACINTO AND LIBERTY COUNTIES

Lufkin and Beaumont Districts

May 2019 -
Project Background IN THIS ISSUE
Due to its proximity to /A 1 Project Background

existing Interstate 69 (I-69), .
the US 59 Upgrade 2 Project Summary
Shepherd to Cleveland 2 Next Steps
project was identified as the /= 3 Lufkin Project Updates
next project in San Jacinto 4 Get Involved
and Liberty = Counties to
develop. This proposed project
is dedicated to upgrading US 59
to meet interstate standards
between FM 2914 in Shepherd
and the north end of the
Cleveland relief route. The
proposed project would involve
the construction of
northbound and southbound
frontages roads and two
overpasses  converting  this | 7 e
section of US 59 to a controlled

access freeway. The proposed improvements are anticipated to:

TWI'I WDRDS FOR WUNE ADULTS:

. 58% OF PASSENGER VEHICLE DEGUFANTS

AGED 18 TO 34 KILLED IN CRASHES IN 2015 4

WERE

Learn more about Lufkin

District Projects at:
* Enhance safety and improve mobility along US 59. txdot.gov/inside-txdot/

» Provide a more efficient hurricane evacuation route. projects/studies/lufkin.html

¢ Provide system connectivity to 1-69, which is a 1,600 national highway
connecting Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, View Current and Past Lufkin
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas. |-69 also provides access to inland
ports and sea ports along the gulf coast.

District Newsletters at:
txdot.gov/inside-txdot/district/
lufkin/newsletter.html

% '
Texas
Department
of Transportation
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Project and Funding Summary

The proposed project would provide:

* A controlled access freeway section with two-lane northbound and southbound frontage roads and
two-lane northbound and southbound US 59 mainlanes with center barrier. Controlled access means
there will not be direct access to the mainlanes. Access to the mainlanes is allowed via entrance and
exit ramps.

e Overpass with u-turns at Red Road and
just south of the San Jacinto/Liberty
County Line.

¢ Sidewalks alongthe southbound frontage
road in the Cleveland area.

e Safety lighting on entrance and exit
ramps.

¢ Construction funding has been
identified. The estimated $116 million
project is currently scheduled to begin
construction in 2023 and is anticipated
to be complete in 2027.

Next Steps

¢ Schematic and environmental document approval is anticipated in summer 2019.

¢ TxDOT is working to complete the right-of-way (ROW) map and parcel descriptions, so the ROW
acquisition process can begin in spring/summer 2019.

e TxDOT will begin development of engineering plans, specifications and estimates (PS&E) and
environmental permits in summer 2019. PS&E and environmental permits should be complete in
late 2022/early 2023.

e ROW acquisitions, relocations and demolition is anticipated to take approximately 3 years to
complete. Once ROW has been cleared, utility adjustements would begin and are expected to be
complete in late 2022/early 2023.

Ongoing Public Involvement

Plans, ROW Contract
Acquisition, Utility Bid and
Adjustments Construction
(2019 - 2022) (2023 - 2027)

Project Survey, Schematic,
Planning & Environmental
(2016) (2017 - 2019)

TxDOT Lufkin and Beaumont District | May 2019
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TXDOT Lufkin District Project Updates

Upcoming Construction Projects

e US 59 Corrigan Relief Route - project involves the construction of a new location controlled
access roadway west of Corrigan. TxDOT received approval of the schematic and environmental
studies in March 2018. ROW appraisals began in late 2018 with right-of-way (ROW) acquisitions
starting early 2019. Construction is currently scheduled to begin in 2022.

e US 59 Diboll Relief Route - project involves the construction of a new location controlled access
roadway east of Diboll. TxDOT is currently working on engineering plans, acquiring necessary permits
and purchasing ROW. Construction is currently scheduled to begin in 2020.

e US 59 Upgrade in Lufkin between Moffett Rd and SH 103 - project involves upgrading existing
US 59 to a controlled access roadway by adding frontage roads. TxDOT has begun ROW mapping
and preparation of engineering plans, and ROW acquisitions are underway. Construction is currently
scheduled to begin in 2020.

e US 59 Upgrade in Redland between SL 287 and FM 2021 - project involves upgrading existing
US 59 to a controlled access roadway by adding frontage roads. TxDOT received environmental
approval in January 2019. TxDOT has started ROW appraisals and acquisitions are anticipated to
begin early 2019. Construction is currently scheduled to begin in 2022.

e US 59/SL 224 South Interchange - project involves upgrading existing US 59 by constructing
new US 59 direct connectors at SL 224 and frontage roads along SL 224 between SH 7 and
US 59. TxDOT is currently working on engineering plans, purchasing ROW, and relocating utilities.
Construction is currently scheduled to begin in 2019.

{ inrensTare §
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Driven by Texans

Visit our Project Tracker Webpage
(www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/project-
tracker.html) for information on other projects
under development in the Lufkin District.

TxDOT Lufkin and Beaumont District | May 2019
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How Can You Get Involved?

e Attend the Public Hearing
Tuesday, May 14, 2019

4 -5:45 p.m. Open House
6 - 7 p.m. Public Hearing

Shepherd High School Cafeteria
1 Pirate Lane
Shepherd, TX 77371

e Visit the Project webpage at www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/
projects/studies/lufkin/us59-shepherd-cleveland.html or visit

www.txdot.gov and enter "US 59 Shepherd-Cleveland" in the
search area

e Comments must be received on or before May 29, 2019, to
be part of the official hearing record. Verbal and written
comments may be presented at the hearing, or submitted in
person or by mail to:

TxDOT Lufkin District Office
1806 N. Timberland Dr.
Lufkin, TX 75901

Attn: Jennifer Adams

TxDOT Lufkin and Beaumont District | May 2019

Contact the
TxDOT Lufkin District:

Jennifer Adams

I-69 Project Manager
1805 N. Timberland Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901
936-633-4469
Jennifer. Adams@txdot.gov

Kelly Morris, P.E.
Director of TP&D

1805 N. Timberland Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901
936-633-4349
Kelly.Morris@txdot.gov

ONE TEXT OR CALL COULD

- - ITALL

§'®
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PUBLIC COMMENT FORM

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
Shepherd High School Cafeteria

May 14, 2019
(optional contactinformation)
NAME:
EMAIL: PHONE NUMBER:

(Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5)): check each of the following boxes that apply to you:
U 1 am employed by TxDOT.

U I do business with TxDOT.
U | could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which | am commenting.

Comments will be accepted until May 29, 2019.

Mail to: TxDOT Lufkin District ®
1805 North Timberland Drive §
Lufkin, Texas 75901 l Texas
Attn: Jennifer Adams of Tronsportation

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuantto 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding

dated December 16, 2014, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Fold here

TxDOT Lufkin District
US 59 Upgrade
Shepherd to Cleveland
(Future 1-69)
1805 North Timberland Drive
Lufkin, Texas 75901
Attn: Jennifer Adams

Fold here

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future -69) Tapg —C%I'Sosed Here
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SPEAKER COMMENT REGISTRATION FORM
US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE I-69)
PUBLIC HEARING
May 14, 2019

Please complete the information below and return this card to the sign-in table or hand to a TxDOT representative to indicate
your desire to speak at tonight’s public hearing. Please limit your comments to 3 minutes.

Please Print Clearly for Official Record

NAME:

PHONE NUMBER (optional):

ADDRESS (optional):

®
{ inTERsTATE Y
w Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5), check each of the following boxes that apply to you:

[ am employed by TxDOT
[] | do business with TXDOT DeTe;;?;ent
] ! could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which | am commenting P:

of Transportation

Driven by Texans

SPEAKER COMMENT REGISTRATION FORM

US 59 UPGRADE SHEPHERD TO CLEVELAND (FUTURE 1-69)
PUBLIC HEARING
May 14, 2019

Please complete the information below and return this card to the sign-in table or hand to a TxDOT representative to indicate
your desire to speak at tonight’s public hearing. Please limit your comments to 3 minutes.

Please Print Clearly for Official Record

NAME:

PHONE NUMBER (optional):

ADDRESS (optional):

Texas Transportation Code, §201.811(a)(5), check each of the following boxes that apply to you:

= <

{ irensTare § ] Iam employed by TXDOT
[] !do business with TxDOT
[] ! could benefit monetarily from the project or other item about which | am commenting
Texas
Department
Driven by Texans of Transportation
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Photographs

US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Future I-69) G-37 5/14/19 Public Hearing



US 59 Shepherd to Cleveland (Future 1-69)
Public Hearing
April 14, 2019
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WELCOME
US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Cleveland (Fu 69)

PUBLIC HEARING

Why am | here?

Project Location

What problems ar

d (Future 169)

land (Future 1-69)

and (Future 1-69)
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Proposed Typical Section ¥ s ;' Next Steps and Timelines

* Nosthbous
inside shous

* Proposed right
= Typical ROW width is 421 &

 Sidewalk and curb provided along southboond frontage rood from Performa
Truck to Fem Road

(936) 633-4469
« District Newsietter
https:,

« Comment deadine: May 29, 2019,
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Project Background
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Media Coverage
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https://m.chron.com/neighborhood/cleveland/news/article/ TxDOT-plans-116M-upgrade-to-Hwy-59-between-13922247.php

TxDOT plans $116M upgrade to Hwy. 59 between Cleveland, Shepherd - Houston Chronicle

CLEVELAND NEWS SUBSCRIBE

TxDOT plans $116M upgrade to Hwy. 59 between Cleveland, Shepherd

Marcus Gutierrez | June 3, 2019

' ®
Texas
Deapartment
of Transportation
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PHOTOS: Houston road projects

TxDOT will upgrade Hwy. 59 by constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 near Shepherd to the Cleveland
Relief Route.

>>>See what other transportation projects will shape Houston in 2019...

A road expansion project is on the way that will reduce traffic and increase safety between San
Jacinto and Liberty counties.
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TxDOT plans $116M upgrade to Hwy. 59 between Cleveland, Shepherd - Houston Chronicle

A Texas Department of Transportation project will upgrade Hwy. 59 from north of Cleveland to
Shepherd, bringing the stretch of the freeway to interstate standards.

BLIS® WITH CROSS-TRAFFIC ALER

The project spans a total of 6.62 miles from north of Cleveland to San Jacinto County and is

estimated to cost $116 million.

“TxDOT will upgrade Hwy. 59 by constructing frontage roads and overpasses from FM 2914 near
Shepherd to the north end of the Cleveland Relief Route. The project would be designed to meet
interstate standards for possible future designation as I-69," according to the TxDOT website.

Funding was identified in the December 2017 revision of TxDOT's Unified Transportation Program.
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TxDOT plans $116M upgrade to Hwy. 59 between Cleveland, Shepherd - Houston Chronicle

The UTP is a 10-year funding plan and is subject to change.

The project is dedicated to improving safety and mobility along US 59 between Shepherd and
Cleveland, TxDOT officials said. The project is scheduled to start construction in 2023 and is
scheduled to be completed in 2027.

RELATED: Transportation projects that will shape Houston in 2019

“TxDOT is bringing the I-69 North Expansion Project into the final draft stages," said TxDot I-69
coordinator Jennifer Adams. “The purpose of the project is to provide system connectivity to
future 1-69 by bringing this section up to interstate standards."”

The project will also look to provide a more efficient hurricane evacuation route in the future.

The expansion will also provide system connectivity to I-69 which is a 1,600 mile national
highway connecting Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana
and Texas. I-69 also provides access to inland ports and sea ports along the gulf coast, per the
TxDOT website.

TxDOT had an open house on Sept. 27, 2016, to hear from the community on the proposed
improvement to US 59. Over the last two years TxDOT has used findings in reports and public
feedback to look for ways to improve the project.

The TxDOT Lufkin district held a public hearing on May 14 at the Shepherd High School cafeteria
to present the results of the work and received more public comments on the proposed project.

Up next will be the schematic and environmental study approvals that are anticipated in summer
2019.

The construction will take time, but TxDOT is making sure drivers will have access throughout the
project period.

“We are just beginning the detailed engineering and have not developed a traffic control plan at
this time,” Adams said in an email. "There may be temporary lane closures; however, the goal is to
keep two main lanes open at all times."

marcus.gutierrez@chron.com

Marcus Gutierrez | Reporter
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